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Ch»-pt)-r »-

H-nc- up-n - t>m>- -nd H- vIry g--d t>m>- >t wh-s th-r)- wh-s
»- m>-cH+w crmH-ng d>wn H-1H-ng th- r>>-d H-nd th>-s m>>-cHw
th=-t w»-s c»-m=-ng d>-wn »-12-ng th- rH--d m>-t D n)-cH-ns -t by
n-m=-d b>-by tuck>->-...

H2-s f-tho-r t-1d h-m th>-t st¥-ry: h-s f-th)-r I->k)>d -t h)m
thr)-ugh - gl?-ss: h)- h>-d - h=>-ry f-c»)-.

H»- w-s b)-by tuck2-. Th>» m>>cHw crm> drwn th)> r-»H-d
wh>-r- Ba-tty Byrn=)- [2-v>)-d: sh>- s9-Id I-m>-n pl)-tt.

>, tha- wa-Id r-s)- bl>-ss-ms
2-n th>)- ID-tth)- gr)-»>-n pl-c)-.

H>- s9-ng th>-t s2-ng. Tho-t w»-s h-s s-ng.
-, th= gra-"-n wa-th>- b-th>-th.

Wh>-n y2-u w-t tho- b-d, f)-rst H-t »-s w>-rm th>-n »-t go-ts c-1d. HD>-s
m»-th>)-r put H-n th- H-)-Ish>->-t. Th}-t h)-d th>- qu>-r sm-Il.



H>-s m»-th>-r h-d »- n-c>-r sm>-1l th-n h>-s f>-th>-r. Sh>- pl>-y>-d »-n
th>- p > >n)- thy »>»r’s hrrmpHp> -r hr-m t drncd)-. HI-
d=-nc»-d:

Ter 119 119,
Ter 119 tr)-19-19-ddy,
Ter 19 1,
Te+ 113 119,

Uncl?- Cha-rl»-s »-nd D>-nt)- cl>-pp>-d. Tha>y w>-r- H-I1d>-r th-n h)-s
f-th"-r 9-nd m>-th-r but uncl»- Ch>-rl?-s w>-s H-ld>-r th-n D-nt>)-.

D»-nt)- h-d tw>- brush=-s -n h=2-r pra-ss. Th- brush w>-th th m=>-r->»-n
v-Ilv-t b)-ck wd-s f-r M2-ch)->-1 D>-vI-tt H-nd th- brush w>-th th)-
gr-2-n va-Iv)-t b-ck w-s f-r P-rn>-Il. D»-nt>- g-v>>- h»-m - c)-ch?-u
Vva-ry t-m)- h)- brd-ught ha-r H- p-2-c- - t-ssud- pH-p»H-r.

Th)- V-ncd-s 1D-v-d H-n numb>-r sH-v>-n. Th-y h)-d »- d)-ffH-rnt
f-th>-r »-nd m>-th>-r. Th>-y wr-r- >1>->n’s H-th>-r H-nd m>-th>H-r.
Wh»-n tho-y w>-r>- gra-wn up h>= w>-s g2--ng t> m»>-rry »->-1>->n. H»-
h=-d und>-r th>)- t>-bl>-. H>s m»-th>-r s)-»-d:

—-, Strph-n w1l H-pH-17-g>-s)-.

D-nt>- s-»-d:

—=, - n-t, th- H->gl-s wH-Il c-m>- H-nd pull H-ut h)-s Fy)-s.—

Pull »-ut h)-s »yD-s,
Fp-1-gH-s)-,
Fp1-g-s,
Pull »-ut h=-s >y)-s.
Fp-1-g-s-,
Pull J-ut h=-s >y,
Pull J-ut h=-s >y,
Fpr1-g-s)-.

Th>- w-d>- plo-ygr-unds w-r)- swrrm>>ng wr-th b>-ys. DIl wH-r)-
sha-ut"-ng H-nd th>~ pr)-f>-cts urg>-d th->-m -n w>-th str-ng cr)->-s. Th»-
v -n-ng - wd-s p-12- -nd ch)-lly »-nd H-ft-r »-v>-ry ch-rg»- »-nd
thud -f th- f--th>-119-rs th- gr->-sy [D--th>-r H-rb flr-w k> -
h2-"-vy b>-rd thr-ugh th?- gro-y I)-ght. H- k?-pt -n th)- fr-ng>- H-f h>-s
[9-n»-, H-ut H-f sH-ght H-f h-s pr-f-ct, H-ut H-f th- r>--ch - th>- rud>-



f-2-t, f>->-gn"-ng t9- run n>w H-nd th>-n. HH> -1t h)-s b>-dy sm>-Il H-nd
w2~k >-m»-d th)- thr)-ng D~ th>- pl-y>-rs H-nd h>-s Fy>-s wHr»- woH->-k
H-nd wH-tIry. RH-dy K-ckh-m w-s no-t I9-k)- th)-t: h- wH-uld b)-
c-pt)--n H-f th>)- th)-rd [9-n- -1l th)- -11P-ws s)-)-d.

RY-dy K»-ckh»m w2-s 2 d2-co-nt f>-117-w but N>-sty RH-ch>~ w»-s -
st-nk. R7»-dy K»-ckh>-m h=-d gro->-v>-s 2-n h»-s numb»-r »-nd >~ h>-mp»-r
»-n th= r-f-ctrry. N>-sty R2-ch- h-d b-g h-nds. H>- c)-11)-d th)-
Fry-d>-y pudd>-ng d>-g->-n-th)--bl>-nk>-t. >nd »n>- d>y h) h)-d
»-sk)-d:

—Wh»-t =S y»-ur n-m»-?

St»-ph>-n h>-d »-nsw>-r>-d: St-ph>-n D»-d»-lus.

Th-n N»-sty R»-ch>- h»-d s»-»-d:

—Wh»-t k»-nd - H- n)»-m»- J-s th)-t?

»-nd wh=-n St-ph=>-n h2-d n"-t b>-)-n H-bl>- t9- Hnsw>-r N)-sty R-ch)-
h-d »-sk»-d:

—Wh»-t -s y»-ur f-th>-r?

St2-ph=>-n h"-d »-nsw>-r>-d:

—- g >-nth>mH-n.

Th-n N»-sty R>-ch»- h>-d »-sk»-d:

—-s h- - m-gH-str)-tH-?

H>- cr)-pt »-b>-ut fr-m p>>nt t> p>>nt »n th)- frH>-ng> Hf h)-s
[2-n2-, m)-k>-ng I9-ttl?>- runs n>-w -nd th>-n. But h-s h>)-nds w>-r>- blu=-sh
w>-th c)-1d. HD- k-pt h=-s h-nds H-n th>- s9-d=- p7-ck>-ts H-f h-s b)-1t»-d
gry-y sum-t. Tha-t w-s 2= b>-It r-und h-s p-ck)-t. >-nd bI-t wH-s »-Is»)-
t)- g-v- - P1-w - b1t -nd- d)-y - 119w s9-2-d t- CHntwH-II:

—-"d gV y?-u such »= b>-It H-n »- s9-c)-nd.

C»ntw-1l h-d »-nsw»-r>-d:

—G» »nd fght y>-ur ma-tch. G>-v>»- C»-c>-l Thund>-r »- b>-It. »-’d
D=k 3= 590 y-u. H)-"d gV y2-u - - »-n th>- rump f-r y-ursH-If.

Tha-t w>-s n)-t = n-c Fxpr-ssH--n. HH>s m>-th>-r h>-d t>-Id h-m
n-t t9- sp)--k wa-th th>- r)-ugh b>-ys 2-n th}- c)-117-g»-. N>-c> m»-th>)-r!
Thy- f¥rst d>y H-n th)= h>-1l H-f th)- c)-stl>- whd-n sh’- h)-d s»>-d
g>--dby>- sh>- h>-d put up h2-r v+ dJ-ubl?- t> h2-r n)-s) - k)-ss
h-m: 2-nd h2-r n)-s» H-nd H-y>s wHr)- ri)-d. But h>~ h>-d prd-t-nd>-d
nP-t t)- s th-t sh w-s g->-ng t- cry. Sh>- w-s »- n)-c > mH>-th)-r
but sh- w»-s n?-t s> n»-c> wh>-n sh>- cr)->-d. »-nd h>-s f-th>-r h>-d



g>-vn ho-m tw- f-v)--sh-11=-ng p>->-c>-s f-r pr-ck>-t m>-n>-y. »-nd
h-s f)-th>-r h»-d t-1d h>»m »-f h"- w>-nt>-d »-nyth>-ng t-- wr-t-- h-m»>-
t9- h-m H-nd, wha-t>-v>-r h)- d>-d, nH>-v>-r t5 p>-I-ch H-n > HH-l1H-w.
Th-n Dt th- d>>-r H-f th- c)-sth)- th)- r)-ctH)r h-d sh>-k>-n h>-nds
w-th h?-s f-th)-r H-nd m»-th>-r, h)-s sH+utd>n)- flutt)rd)ng Hn th)-
bra-2-z2-, H-nd th>~ c-r h=-d dr)-v>)-n H-ff w-th h-s f)-th>-r )-nd m>-th>-r
H-n H-t. Th-y h-d cr)-2-d t)- h--m fr>-m th>)- c-r, w-v-ng th>->-r h-nds:

—G»--dby»-, St)-ph>-n, g7->-dby>-!
—G»»--dby>-, St>-ph=-n, g7->-dby»-!

H>- w»-s c-ught 2-n th"- wh>-rl D-f »- scr-mm»>-g=>- H-nd, F>>-rful H-f
th=- fl=-sh=-ng -y>>-s »-nd muddy b>-»-ts, b>-nt d>-wn t>- I)-2-k thro-ugh
th>- 19-gs. Th- f-11"-ws w-r)- struggl?-ng »-nd gra->-n"-ng H-nd th>->-r
I9-gs w>r) rubb>-ng »nd ko-ck’>ng +nd st>mp>+ng. Th>n JHck
L-wt-n’s y-119-w bd--ts d>-dg>-d H-ut th- b>-1l »-nd H-1l th)- H-thH-r
b-2-ts -nd 1-gs r-n H-ft)-r. H>= r-n H-ft)-r th>m - [D-tt1)>- w>-y H-nd
th-n st-pp2-d. -t wHs usHI>-ss t- run H-n. SH»+>n thy wH-uld b)-
g>-2-ng h-m»- £)-r th>- ha-1)-d>-ys. Hft)-r supp-r »H-n th>)- study h>-Il h»)-
w-uld ch?-ng”- th?= numb>-r p)-st>d up »-ns>-d> hds d>sk fr+-m
$-Vv-ntysH-vH-n t- sH-vI-ntysH-x.

-t w-uld b~ b-tt)-r t3- b -n th>)- study h>-Il th>-n »-ut th>-r>- »-n th>)-
c-ld. Th- sky w»-s p>-1"- »-nd c>-Id but th-r w>>-r?)- [9)-ghts H-n th)-
c-sth-. H>»= w»nd>-r)-d fr-m wh>-ch w>-nd>w H>»m>-1t»n RH>wH-n
h=-d thr-wn h>-s h>-t »-n th>>- h=-h>- 2-nd h>-d th>-r>- b>->-n fI-w»-rb>-ds
-t th-t t>m»- und>-r th)- w>-nd>-ws. H>-n>- d>-y wh>-n h>- h>-d b>->n
c-lI9-d t- th- c-stl?- th- butl?>-r h-d shwn h>»m th>- m>-rks »-f th>)-
s-ld"--rs’ slugs »-n th- w->-d H-f th- d>->-r »-nd h»>-d g>-v>>-n h>-m »-
P> H-f sh-rtbr---d tho-t th- c-mmun>-ty H-t-. »-t w-s n=-c>- »-nd
wW-rm )= s th- I-ghts -n th- cH-stld-. -t wh-s -k~ s>m-th)-ng
n > bk, Prrhd-ps L-)-cd-sthr H-bbH>y wHs k) th)-t. »-nd
th-r)>- w-r)> n)-c) s+ntrncHs H-n DH-cthr CHrnwH-II’s Sp>-IIo-ng
B--k. Tha=y w>-r)- -k p--try but th>-y w>-r>- J-nly s-nt>-nc>-s t>-
[2->-rn th- sp>-11"-ng fr>-m.

WH-IsH-y d>--d »n LA--c-st-r bbby
WhH-r- th)- »-bb-ts bur’-»-d h-m.
CH-nk>-r »-S »> dP-sH>-s)- »-f pl-nts,

CH-ncd-r >n- > Hnrm-Is.



-t w-uld b= n-cH- t- - -n th>- h-)-rthrug b)-fH-r)- th)- f-r)-,
[9->n>ng h>s h>+I)d up?+n h)s hd)nds, Hnd thnk Hn th)s)
s>-nt>-ncH-s. HH> sh-vI-rH-d Hs H-f h)- h)-d c-Id sl-my wH-tH-r n)-xt
h2-s sk-n. Th-t ws m>->-n H-f W>-lIs t3 sh-uld>-r h>-m H-nt)- th>)-
squ-r)- do-tch b-c-us?- h)- w-uld n-t sw-p h-s ID-ttl)- snuffo>-x fH-r
WH-1Is’s s9-2-s-n"-d h”-ck"-ng ch?-stnut, th- c-nqu-r-r H-f F-rty. HH>w
c-1d »-nd sI»-my th>- w>-t>-r h=-d b>>-n! »- 11w h>-d H-nc>- sH->-n »-
b>-g r)-t jump Hnt)- th>- scum. M»-th>-r w»-s s»-tt»-ng -t th>)- f>-r- w»-th
D-nt> w-)-t>-ng f-r Brd-g»-d t9- br)-ng H-n th- t--. Sh>- h-d h)-r
-t -n th>- £>nd>-r H-nd h-r j-w>-lly sID-pp>-rs wH-r)- s> h>-t »-nd
th>-y h-d such >~ [9-v-ly w>-rm sm>-1I! D>-nt)- kn>>-w - -t H-f th-ngs.
Sh»- h=-d t9-ught h»-m wh>-r>- th- M>-z2>-mb>-qu>- Ch>-nn>-1 w>-s »-nd
wh-t w2-s tho ID-ng>-st r-vI-r H-n >m>-r)-c)> H»nd wh)-t w>-s th)-
n»-m>- H-f th>- ha-gh>-st m>-unt>->>-n H-n th> m>+>n. FH-th-r H-rm>H>-1l
kn-w m>-r)- th-n D>-nt)- b>-c)-usP> h) w-s - pra->-st but b)-th h>)-s
f-th>-r »-nd uncl>~ Ch-rl9-s s9-)-d th-t D>-nt> w>-s »- cl>vI-r w>m»-n
»-nd > wH-lIr>--d wH>mH-n. H-nd wh>-n DI>-nt» m>-d>- th)-t nH»>-s»)-
»-ft>r d>-nn>-r H-nd th>-n put up h>r h>-nd t> h>-r m=>-uth: th>-t w>-s
h>->-rtburn.

- v-)-c)- cr)--d F)-r H-ut H-n th>)- pl»-ygr)-und:

—~1l H-n!

Th-n »-th>-r v)-2-c>-s crr--d fr-m th>- ID-w>-r H-nd th>-rd 1)-n>-s:
—=1l »-n! »-1l »-n!

Th» pl-y?-rs cl?-s-d »-r¥-und, flush?-d H-nd muddy, »-nd h>- wH-nt
»>-m=-ng th>>-m, gl>-d t g~ »-n. R>-dy K=-ckh->m h>-Id th>- bl by »-ts
gr>-"-sy -cH-. - 119w D-sk>-d h-m t)- g-v> -t >-n>- ID-st: but h»)-
wHlk>-d Hn wH-th>-ut H>v>n H>nswHrr+ng th)- ID-w. SH+mn
M>=-n-n t-1d h-m n>-t t> b-cH-usd- th- pra-fH-ct wo-s I--kI-ng.
Th= f-11"-w turn-d t- S»m>-n M>->-n>-n »-nd s)->-d:

—W»= Il kn"-w why y>-u sp>->-k. Y>-u »-r>- Mc GI?-d»>-’s suck.

Suck w-s = qu=>r wH-rd. Th- 119w clI-d SH»m>+n M>>n>-n
th>-t n-m>- b>-c"-us>- SH+m=>-n M>->-n>-n usH-d t- t-- th- pr-f)-ct’s
-1 sI-2-v>-s b>-h>-nd h>-s b-ck »-nd th>- pr)-f)-ct us?-d t- [9-t »-n
t9- b~ >-ngry. But th>~ s9-und w>-s ugly. »-nc) h> h)-d wsh>-d h>-s
h-nds H-n th> -v)-t-ry H-f th- W>-ckl-w HI-t2-1 »-nd h-s f-th)-r
pull’-d th>- st)-pp=>-r up by th>- ch>>-n »-ft)-r »-nd th>>- d-rty wH-t>-r wH-nt
d>-wn thr)-ugh th>- h>-1"- 2-n th- b>-s7-n. H-nd wh>-n »-t h--d H-1l gH-n>-



dwn si-wly th- h-19- H-n th)- b>s»n h>-d mH>-d> H> s»+und ID)-k)-
th»-t: suck. »-nly [2-ud»-r.

T rF-m-mb>-r tho-t H-nd th> wh-t)- [k - tho- [D-v)-t-ry m-d»)-
h-m 21 c-Id »-nd th)-n h>-t. Th)-r)> wHr) tw) cH-cks th)-t y>-u
turn>-d -nd w-t>-r cm=>- H-ut: c-Id »-nd h>-t. H>- -1t c)-1d H-nd th>-n
2= )-ttl)- h>-t: H-nd h>- c-uld s9-- th»- n>-m~-s pra-nt)-d »-n th- c-cks.
Th-t w2-s »- v»)-ry qu>--r th)-ng.

-nd th= H=-r H-n th>- c¥-rr-d>-r ch-11"-d h-m t--. >t wH-s quI-»-r
»-nd wH-tt-sh. But s>--n th~ g-s w>-uld b~ [9-t H-nd »-n burn’-ng -t
m=-d>- - [D-ght -5 k>~ H- ID-tt1)- s9-ng. »-lw-ys th>- s>m>-: »-nd
wh>-n th>- f-11"-ws st>-pp>-d t>-Ik>-ng »-n th>- plD-yrH->m y>-u cH-uld
ho--r -t.

-t w-s th- h-ur f-r sums. F-th>-r H>-rn>-1l wra-t>- - h>-rd sum »-n th>-
b>-2-rd D-nd th-n sH»»-d:

—N>-w th-n, wh>» w1l w>n? G H>h>»+>d, Y>rk! G>» »h>»-d,
L>-ncH-st>)-r!

St-ph>-n tr)-"-d h>-s b-st but th sum w»-s t> h>-rd H-nd h>)- fH-It
c-nfus’-d. Th- II-tt1)- s9-1k b>-dg>- w>-th th- wh-t)- r-s>- H-n H-t th--t
w-s p-nna-d H-n th- bra->-st H-f h-s jH-ck>-t b-g>-n t>- flutt)-r. HD)-
WS N g--d -t sums but h>)- tr-)-d h>)-s b)-st s~ th)-t Y>)-rk m=)-ght n)-t
252, F-tho-r -rn>)-1I’s ¢ I--k>-d v>-ry bl»-ck but h»- w>-s n>-t »-n
= W-X: h= w-s I9D-ugh=-ng. Th>-n J-ck LH-wt>-n cra-ck>-d h-s f>ng»-rs
“-nd F-th>-r »-rn-11 [9--k>-d -t h-s cH-pyb>---k H-nd sH->-d:

—R>-ght. Bro-v=- L-ncH-st-r! Th- r-d r-s- wH-ns. CHrFm=>- »-n n-w,
Y-rk! F-rg>- »-h>->-d!

J-ck Lywtrn [D->k>+d HvHr frr-m h)-s sp-d>-. Thr -t sH-lk
b-dg”- w>-th th?- r-d r)-s>- »-n -t I)->-k>-d vI-ry rd-ch b-cH-us?)- h)-
h-d 2~ blu- s t9-p »-n. StHph>-n It h>-s H-wn F-c>- r-d -,
th-nk>-ng »-f -1l th~ b)-ts H>b>-ut wh)- w>-uld gt f)-rst pl>-c) »>n
H-1>m-nts, J-ck LAwtH+n H-r ho-. SH»Fm> wH>ks JH-ck LH>wtH+n gH-t
th>>- c-rd f-r f-rst H-nd s2-m>- w->-ks h- g)-t th- c-rd f-r fH-rst. HD)-s
wha-t9- s9-1k b-dg>- flutt>r-d H-nd flutt>r-d s h- wh-rk)-d H-t th)-
n»xt sum nd h>=)rd FX-th-r HmH>-1I’'s v->-c>-. Thd»n Il h)-s
g -rn-ss pr-ssH-d FwHy H-nd h>- -1t ho-s fH-c)- qu-t>- cH--I. HD-
th>-ught h>-s f-c»- must b wh>)-t> b>-c)-usH> -t -1t s> cH>->-I. H)-
c-uld na)-t gt »-ut th)> D-nsw>H-r f)-r th>- sum but H-t d-d n >+t m>-tt)-r.
Who-t- r)-s-s »-nd r-d r-s>-s: th-s- wa-r)- b->-ut-ful cH-1"-urs t-



th-nk »-f. »-nd th>~ c-rds f-r f)-rst pl>-c?- »-nd s»-c>nd pl>-c» »-nd
th-rd pl9-c- w-r)- b)--ut>-ful cH-19-urs t9->-: p-nk H-nd cr)->-m H-nd
[D>-v>-ndH>-r. L>+v>nd>r H>+nd cr>rm Hnd pIrnk rm»sFs wHr)
b--ut)-ful t9- th-nk H-f. PHrh-ps > wH-Id r»-s>+ ma-ght b~ IH-k)-
th-s- c>-I19-urs H-nd h>- rHF-m>mb>-r)-d th)- s)ng H-b>-ut th>- w>H-Id
r-s- bl-ss»ms »-n th- )-ttl>- gr)->-n pl»-c)-. But y2-u c)-uld n>)-t
h-v)- - gr)-2-n r)-s)-. But p-rh>-ps s>+m>-wh>-r>- »-n th> w-rld y»-u
co-uld.

Th- b1l r-ng »-nd th-n th>- cl-ss)-s b-g>-n t- -1 H-ut H-f th)-
r->ms H-nd H-1-ng th>- cH-rr-dI-rs t>w>-rds th)- r-fI-ctHry. H)- st
[9--k>-ng H-t th>- tw- pr-nts H-f butt)-r H-n h>-s pl>-t>- but c-uld n)-t
-t th>- d>-mp bro---d. Th>>- t>-bl>-cl?-th w>-s d>-mp »-nd I’-mp. But h>)-
dr-nk H-ff th>- h"-t w2k t3-- wh=~ch th>- clumsy scull»->-n, g?-rt wH-th
2= wh>-t>- 2-pro-n, p-ur>-d H-nt>- h-s cup. H> w-nd>-r>-d wh>-th>-r th>)-
scull>-n’s H-pr-n w-s d>mp t-> H-r whr-th>-r -1l wh>-t- th--ngs
w-r- ¢ -1d H-nd d>-mp. N>-sty R>-ch>- »-nd S»-ur>-n dr-nk c)-c?->- th>-t
th=2-r p-2-pl»>- s-nt th-m H-n t3-ns. Th-y s--d th>-y c¥-uld n>-t dr)-nk
th-  t>>-; th-t >t wIs hdrgwdrsh. Thr»r fH+thrrs wHr)>
ma-g-str-t>-s, th)- f-11>-ws s--d.

211 th=- b)-ys sH->m>-d t- h--m vI-ry str-ng>-. Th-y h-d H-1l f-th>-rs
»-nd m-th>-rs H-nd d>-ff>-r-nt cl-th>-s »-nd v->-cH-s. H>- [D-ng>-d t)-
b -t h>>m>- >-nd [7-y h>)-s h>->-d »-n h>-s m>-th>-r’s I)-p. But h>- c»)-uld
n>-t: »-nd s> h)- [D-ng>-d -r th>- pl)-y »-nd study -nd pro-y»-rs t>- b)-
“-v-r -nd t- b~ -n b-d.

H»- dra-nk »-n="-th-r cup »-f h>-t t3-2 H-nd FI-m»-ng sP-»-d:

—Wh»-t’s up? H>=v>- y>-u = p>»->-n H-r wh>-t’s up w>-th y»-u?

—~ d)-n’t kn")-w, St?-ph>-n s-»-d.

—S»-ck n yur br->-db)-sk)-t, FI-m>-ng s»+>-d, bH>-cH-usd» y>-ur
=) ks whd-t9-. -t w1l g HFw>H-y.

— y>-s, St)-ph>-n sH->-d.

But h>)- w»-s n-t s9-ck tho-r?-. H)- th»)-ught th>-t h>»- w>)-s s9-ck »-n h>-s
h-2-rt H-f y2-u c)-uld b)- s)-ck H-n th)-t plo-c>-. FI-m2>ng wHs vH-ry
d-cH-nt > sk h-m. H>- wo-nt)-d t)- cry. H>- I-2-n»-d h>-s »-1b>-ws »-n
th>~ t9-bl”~ H-nd shut »-nd »-p>-n>-d th- fl-ps H-f h)-s H»rs. Th-n h)-
h=2-rd th- n-)-s)- - th)- r-f)-ctI-ry H-vI-ry t>-m=>- h>- H-p>-n>-d th)-
fIo-ps H-f ho-s F-rs. H-t m>-d>- D rF->-r [D-k>- - tr)->-n -t n)-ght. »-nd
wh>-n h>- cl?-s9-d th- fl-ps th> r>-r w-s shut H-ff -k - tr)->n



g>>ng H»nt> D tunnH-l. Th-t n)-ght -t DI-Ik)>y th) tr)>+n h)-d
r2-r)-d 9~k tho-t >-nd th-n, wh-n H-t wH-nt H-nt)- th>- tunn>-I1, th>-
r->r stpp>-d. H> cl-sH>+d h)s H>y>s H>+nd th) tr>->+n wHnt Hn,
r»=>-r-ng H-nd th>-n st>-pp>-ng; r>-"-r-ng H-g>->n, st>pp>-ng. H-t w>-s
na-c t= h=2-r -t r->-r -nd st>-p -nd th>-n rH->-r H-ut H-f th- tunn>-I
~-g>--n »-nd th-n st-p.

Th=-n th>)- h"-gh=-r I-n>- f>-11"-ws b>-g=>-n t- c-m>- d>-wn »-1"-ng th»-
m»-tt-ng »-n th>» m>-ddi- H-f th- r>-f>-ct)-ry, P»-ddy R>-th »-nd J>»mmy
M»>-g>-- »-nd th>>- Sp>n=>->-rd wh>- w>-s HlI=>-w>-d t- sm>-k>- c)-g»>-rs
»-nd th>- [-tth)>- P>-rtugum-s> wh>- w>-r)- th>- w>->-Ily c)-p. »-nd th>-n
th- [D-w>-r I9-n- t>-bl>-s »-nd th- t>-bl)-s H-f th)- th>-rd I1»-n>-. H-nd
vty sngl- P-11-w ha-d D= d)--r-nt wh-y H-f w-1k>-ng.

H>- st H-n = c-rn-r H-f th- pl-yr-+-m pro-t>+-nd>-ng t>- w-tch »-
g>rm>- H-f d>»m>n>-s Hnd H-ncH Hr twH-c) h) wh-s H-blH- t- h)-)-r
-1 2-n H-nst)-nt th- [H-tt1>- sH-ng - th>- g>-s. Th>- pra-fH-ct w>-s -t th)-
d>-r wH-th s9+-m- b)-ys »-nd SH»m>-n M>>n>n w-s kn)-ttng h>-s
19 sl)»vds. HI>F wds tHlH-ng th-m s»FmH)-th>-ng H-b)-ut
Tull?-b»-g.

Th-n h)= w-nt H-wH-y fr-m th>- d>->-r H-nd WH-lIs cF-m»>- H-vH-r t)-
St-ph>-n H-nd s»--d:

—T-1l us, D»-d>-lus, d- y»-u k»>-ss y>-ur m>-th>-r b >-f>-r)- y»-u g t>-
b-d?

St»-ph=-n D-nsw»-r)-d:

—) d)-.

W-1ls turn"-d t9- th>- H-th>-r f-11"-ws H-nd s»--d:

—, 2 Yy, hr)’s - P-11-w s-ys h- k-ss9-s h-s m-th-r H-vI-ry
n>-ght b>-3-r)>- h»- g->-s t- b-d.

Th- -th-r -11-ws st>+ppH>-d th>->-r g>rm> Hnd turn)-d rH-und,
[7-ugh»-ng. St»-ph>-n blush”-d und=>-r th>->-r H-y>-s »-nd sH»>-d:

— d)- nH-t.

W-lIs sH-7-d:

—, > sy, hr)-’s - 11w sH-ys h)- d)-sn’t kd-ss h-s mH-th)-r
b= h- g->-s t- b>-d.

Th=y 2=l D-ugh>-d H-g>->n. St>ph>-n tr->-d t>- [2-ugh w-th th>-m.
H>- -1t h-s wh>-1"- b>-dy h>-t »-nd c)-nfus?-d H-n » m>+m=>-nt. Wh>-t
w-s th>)- r-ght H-nsw>-r t)- th>- qu-st>>-n? H> h>-d g=»-v>-n tw>- »-nd



st-11 WH-lIs I9-ugh»-d. But W»-lls must kn»-w th>- ro-ght H-nsw>-r f-r h»)-
wW-s -n tha-rd H-f gr-mm=-r. H>- tr3-)-d t>- th-nk > W»-lIs’s m-th>)-r
but h»~ d2-d n2-t d-r- t3- r->-s> h-s H»-y>-s t3 WH-llIs’s f>-c>-. H>- d>-d
-t -k WH-1Is’s f-c)-. >+t wh-s W»-lIs wh- h>-d sh-uld>-r)-d h-m
“»-nt>- th>- squ-r- d>-tch th>- d>-y b>-f>r)> b>-c)-us> h>- w>H-uld nH-t
sw-p h=s ID-tt1)- snuffod-x F-r W-lIs’s s9->-s»+n>-d h>-ck>-ng ch>-stnut,
th- c»nqua-rd-r H-f fH-rty. -t wrs » m>>n th-ng t5- do-; Il th)-
P>119-ws s--d -t wo-s. >nd h>-w cH)-Id »-nd sl>-my th wH-t>-r h>)-d
b->-n! H-nd > 11w h>-d »-nc)- sH--n - b>-g r-t jump pl-p H-nt)-
th=- scum.

Th>- c-Id sl>-m»- H-f tho)- d>-tch c-v>-r)-d h>-s wh>-1"- b>-dy; »-nd,
wh-n th>- b1l r-ng fH-r study »-nd th~ I-n)-s f-19-d H-ut H-f th)-
pl-yr-2-ms, ho- -1t th>- c-1d H--r H-f th"- c)-rr)-d>-r H-nd st>--rc)-s»-
“»-ns>-d>- h)-s clH-th>-s. H- st>-1l tr)--d t)- th--nk wh>-t w>-s th- r)-ght
H-nswH-r. W-s -t r-ght - k-ss h s ma-th>-r »-r wr-ng t>- k)-ss h»-s
m=-th=-r? Wh»-t d>-d th>-t m»>->-n, t> k2-ss? Y>-u put y>-ur f>-c>- up -k~
tho-t t>- sy g»--dn»-ght »-nd th>-n h-s m>-th>-r put h>-r fH-c>- d>-wn.
Tha-t w-s t9- k-ss. H)-s m-th=>-r put h=2-r I9-ps D-n h>-s ch>-)-k; h>-r I)-ps
W= s-ft H-nd th-y wH-tt-d h-s ch)-2-k; »-nd th>-y m»-d»- » t>ny
-t n--s-: k-ss. Why d-d p>--pl>- d>- th)-t wa-th th->-r tw>)-
f)-c)-s?

SH-tt>ng -n th>)- study h>-1l h>- H-p>-n--d th>- [9-d H-f h>-s d>-sk »-nd
ch>-ng>-d th»~ numb>-r p>-st>-d up Hns>d> fr>rm s»vI-ntysH-v>n t)-
s-v-ntys-x. But tho= Chr)-stm=-s v)-c-t)-2-n w»-s vo-ry -r >-w»-y: but
FnH- tFmH- -t whr-uld c»m> b-cH-usH> th)- H-rth m>-v>-d rd-und
»-lw-ys.

Tha=r» w>-s »- p-ctur) H-f th- »--rth »-n th>- f-rst pH-g>- >+f h>-s
g>--gr-phy: - b-g b>-1l H-n th~ m»-ddI?- H-f cl¥-uds. FI»-m»-ng h=>-d »-
b-x -f cr¥-y>-ns »-nd H-n-- nH-ght dur’-ng fr->- study h>- h=-d cH-1-ur>-d
th=- 2--rth gr)->-n 2-nd th*>- cl?-uds m>-r>->-n. Th-t w-s [k~ th)- tw>)-
brush=-s »-n D-nt?-’s pr)-ss, th- brush w»-th th”- gro-"-n v-lv>-t b-ck fH-r
P>-rn>-11 »-nd th>- brush w»-th th=» m=-r>->-n v>>-lv>-t b)-ck f-r M=-ch>->-I
Da-va-tt. But h?- h)-d n)-t t-Id FI»-m=>-ng t cH>-I1-ur th’-m th)-s)-
c-1-urs. FI»-m=-ng h-d d>-n>- »-t h-ms>-If.

H>- »-p>-n»-d th>- g>-"-gr-phy t9- study th)- I>-ss)-n; but h»- c)-uld n>-t
[7-2-rn tha- n)>m>-s Hf pl-cH)-s H-n H>mI>+rH-c>-. St thry wh-r)- H-ll
d)-ff-r)-nt pl-cd-s tha-t h-d dI-ff-r-nt n»-m>>-s. Th-y wH-r)- -1l >-n
d-ff>-rd-nt cI-untr)--s H-nd th- cH-untr->-s wIr» H-n cHFntH>n>-nts



»-nd th>)- c-nt>-n>-nts wI-r)- »-n th>» w>-rld »-nd th> w»-rld w»-s »-n th)-
un>-v>-rs»-.

H»- turn)-d t)- th>- flyl>--f »-f th)»- g2->-gr)-phy »-nd r->-d wh>-t h>)-
h2-d wra-tt-n th-r)-: h=-ms>-If, h»-s n-m>- »-nd wh>-r> h>- w>-s.

St¥-ph>-n D>-d>-lus
Cl-ss »+f »-1-m=-nts
Cl»-ng”-w»>-s W»--d CH>1»-g>-
SHIIF-ns

C»-unty Ka»-1d»-r)-
»-r>-1-nd

Hur-pd-

Th»)- W»-rld
Tha- Un-vH-rs)-

Tha-t w-s H-n h?=s wr)-t9-ng: »-nd FI?-m>-ng »>-n>- n>)-ght f>-r »- cH-d
h=-d wr>)-tt)-n »-n th>- H-pp>-sH>+t> p>-g>-:

St-ph=-n D»-d"-lus »>-s my n)>-m»>-,
»-r¥-1"-nd s my n-t>--n.
Cl»-ng=-w»-s »S my dw=-11"-ngpl?-c)-

2-nd h)=v>-n my FxpH-cthtH-)-n.

H>- r)-2-d th)- v»)-rs9-s b)-ckw»-rds but th-n th)-y w-r?- n -t p->-try.
Th-n h?= r»-2-d th)- flyl>->-f fr-m th- b-tt>m t)- th)- t-p t>-1l h)-
c-m>- - h-s H»wn n>m>-. Th>-t wH-s h>-: H-nd h>- r->-d d>wn th»)-
p>-g?- g >n. Wha-t wH-s H-ft)-r th- un’-v>-rs?-? N>-th-ng. But w>-s
th>-r>- »-nyth--ng r>-und th>- un>-v>>-rs>- t- sh>w wh>-r>- »-t st>-pp»-d
b= th)- na)-th>-ng pl>-c- b-g>-n? -t c-uld n -t b - w Il but
th=>-r>- c»-uld b~ - th>-n th>-n [9-n>- th>-r>- 1l r-und H-v>-ryth=-ng. »-t
w=s vo-ry b-g t9- th-nk H-b>-ut H-v>-ryth’-ng »-nd H-v>-rywh>-r-. H»-nly
G>-d c?-uld d- tha-t. H- tr3--d t- th»-nk wh-t - b)-g th-ught th--t must
b~ but h~ c-uld H-nly th-nk H-f G>-d. G>d w>-s G»-d’s n»-m»- just s
h-s n-m>- w>-s St)-ph>-n. D»-2-u w>-s th»- Fra-nch f»-r G2-d »-nd th)-t
WS G-d’s n-m=- t)-); »-nd wh>-n Hny>-n>- pr-y>-d t> G>-d »-nd
s9--d D>--u th-n G>-d kn"-w H-t H>-nc)- th>-t >t w-s D Fr)-nch p»-rs9-n
th>-t w>-s pr-y>-ng. But th”-ugh th>=r- w>-r- d>-ff>-r-nt n>m>-s f-r
GH-d Hn 2l th= d>-ff>-r>+-nt ID-ngur-g>-s »-n th>- wH-rld H>nd G>-d
und>-rst>>d wha-t H-1l th) p>>pl>- whd- pr-y>-d s»>d Hn th>-)-r
d>-ff-rd-nt [D-ngur-g>-s st>-1l GHd rHF-m>»>+nH>d Hlw)ys th)- sH+m»-
G»-d »-nd G>-d’s r >~ n-m=>- w>-s G-d.



-t m-d>- h-m va-ry t-r-d t- tho-nk tho-t w>-y. Dt m>-d>- h>-m -
h-s h)-2-d vo-ry b)-g. H)>- turn)-d H-vI-r th- flyl»->-f Hnd 1-)-k>-d
wH»>r)-ly H-t th)- gr->n r-und H>>-rth H-n th) mI>-dd)- H-f th)-
m»-r¥>>-n c-uds. H>= wH-nd>-rd-d wh-ch wa-s ri-ght, 3 b~ f-r th)-
gry--n Hr f-r th- m>»-r->n, b>-cHusH> DI-nt> h>-d r)>-ppr-d th)-
gr-2-n v-lv-t b-ck H-ff tho- brush th-t wa-s f-r P)»-rm>-ll H-n>)- d>)-y
w-th ha-r sc-ss-rs H-nd h--d t9-1d h>-m th>-t P>-rn>-11 w>-s »- b-d m»-n.
H>- w2-nd>-r)-d H-f th-y w-r>- »-rgu-ng -t h->-m=- »>-b>-ut th-t. Th)-t
w=s C-119-d p-1-t)-cs. Th-r)- wHh-r)- twh- s)-d>-s -n »H-t: DH>-nt) wh-s
H-n > s-d- H-nd hd=s Hth-r H-nd Mr CH-s)-y wH-r)- H-n th)- H-th)-r
$-d»- but h"~s m=-th=>-r »-nd uncl»- Ch>-rl»-s w-r"- -n n>- s>-d>-. HFvI-ry
d-y tha-r)- w-s s»-m»-th=-ng »-n th>- p>-p>-r H-b>-ut H-t.

-t p>-n)-d hd»m th>-t h)- dH-d n)-t kn>w w1l whd-t pH-19-t)-cs
m=>->-nt »-nd th>-t h- d>-d n>-t kn-w wh>-r> th> un’-v>-rs»- »-nd>-d.
H>- -1t sm»-11 -nd w>->-k. Wh>-n w>-uld h- b~ [~k th>- f-11")-ws »-n
p>=-try H-nd rh-t-rd-c? Th-y ha-d b>-g v ->-c-s H-nd b>-g b>->-ts »-nd
th-y stud>->-d tr-g=>-n>+m»-try. Th-t w-s va-ry fr >w>-y. FI-rstcr-m=-
th- v»-c>-t>>-n H-nd th>-n th>- nI>xt t>rm H-nd th-n vHI-cHt>>-n
F-g>-n H»nd th>-n Hg>>n HnH-thH>r trm H-nd th>-n Hg>+n th)-
V-C-t-n. -t w-s k- - tr--n g2--ng H-n »H-nd H-ut H-f tunn>)-Is
»-nd th-t wo-s k> th) n»--s> H-f th)>- brys H>)-t>ng »-n th)-
r-f>-ct)-ry wh-n y»-u H-p>-n>-d »-nd cl?-s>-d th- fI)-ps H-f th- »--rs.
T-rm, vo-cH-t>-n; tunn-I, H-ut; nHIs)-, st»p. HIFw Hr FwHy It
W=S! -t w-s b-ttd-r t- g2 t- b-d t- sl->-p. H-nly pr-y>-rs »-n th)-
ch>-p>-1 »-nd th-n b>-d. H> sh>-v)-r)>d »-nd y>-wn>-d. »-t w>-uld b>)-
[H-v-ly H-n bd-d H-ftI-r th)- sh>»--ts gt »- bt h-t. FH-rst thry wH-r)-
s~ c)-ld t9- g+t >-nt)-. HD- sh-v-r)-d t9- th)-nk h>-w cH)-1d th)-y wH-r)-
f-rst. But th=-n th>}-y g»-t h=~t »-nd th>-n h>~ c-uld sI--p. >t wH-s I)-v>-ly
t9- b= t3-r)-d. H>- y>-wn>-d »-g>->-n. N»>-ght pr-y»>-rs »-nd th»-n b>-d: h»>-
sh-v-ra-d H-nd wH-nt)-d t9- y>wn. H-t wd-uld b~ 1D-v>-ly H-n > fHw
ma-nut)-s. H> It > w>»rm gl-w cr>->-prng up fr>-m th>- cH-Id
sha=v)-r)-ng sh)-D-ts, wH>rm=>-r H-nd wHrm>>-r t>-1l h>- It wrm »-lI
PV, FVvr 9 wA-rm -nd y-t h= shd»-v-rd-d - IDH-tth> H-nd st~
w-nt>-d t)- y>-wn.

Th>= b1l r-ng f-r n-ght pr-y>-rs »-nd h>- -172-d H-ut H-f th- study
h-11 H-ft)-r th H-th>-rs »-nd d>-wn th>- st>»-rc>-s> H-nd H-I17-ng th)-
cH-rr-d>-rs t- th- ch)-p>-1. Th>- c-rr)-d>-rs w-r)- d>-rkly [9-t »-nd th>)-
ch=p>1 w-s dd-rkly 19-t. SH»n -1l w>-uld b~ d>-rk »-nd sl>->-p>-ng.



Th-r) w>-s c-1d n)-ght H--r H-n th)- ch-p>-1 »-nd th- m>-rbl)-s w-r)-
th>- c)-12-ur th)- s> w-s -t n)-ght. Th>- s> w»-s c>-Id d>y »-nd
n-ght: but »-t w-s c-ld>-r »-t n"-ght. H-t w-s c?-Id H-nd d»-rk und=-r th)-
s> >+wH-Il b-sH-d- h)-s fH-th--r’s ho-us?-. But th- k-ttl- w-uld b~ H-n
th>- h-b t- m»-k>~ punch.

Th- pra-f-ct - th)>- ch)-p>-1 pra-y>-d H>-b>v> h>-s h->-d H-nd h>-s
m=>>-m>-ry kn=-w th>)- r)-sp>-ns»>-s:

> L»-rd, »>-p+n J-ur I-ps
»-nd »-ur m»-uths sha-11 “-nn»-unc)- Thy pr--s)-.
»-nclH»-n>- unt- »-ur »--d, »- G»-d!

2= L-rd, m»-k=- h»-st?- t9- h"~lp us!

Tha=r- w>-s »- c-Id n-ght sm>-Il »-n th>)- ch>-p>-I. But -t w-s - h)-ly
sm-1l. D=t w-s no-t D=k~ th> sm>-1l - th>- H-1d p>->s>+nts wh>- kn>)-It
-t th- b-ck H-f th>- ch?-p>-I H-t Sund>y m=-ss. Th-t wH-s H- smH>-Il H-f
H-r H»-nd r>-+n Hnd turf H-nd cH-rdurd-y. But th-y wH-r) vI-ry h)-ly
p»--sH-nts. Th-y bra-»-th>-d b>-h--nd h>-m »-n h}-s n>-ck »-nd sH»-gh>-d
s th-y pr-y>-d. Th-y ID-v-d H-n CI»-n)-, - P>lIH-w sH+-)-d: th)-r)-
W= it c-ttrg-s th-r)>- H-nd h)- h>-d s»>+n » wrm>H>n
st>-nd>-ng H-t th)> h-Ifd>>-r H-f > ctt)-g>- w-th D ch>-Id »-n h>)-r
»-rms, H-s th- cH-rs h-d crm>- pr-st fr-m SH-I1-ns. H-t wa-uld b)-
[D-v-ly ) sI>-p £r H»-n) n)-ght H-n th -t cH-tt)-g> bH>-fH-r)- th)-
- -f sm-k-ng turf, -n th>- d>-rk 2t by th- f-r2-, »-n th>- wr>rm
dJ-rk, bra-2-th-ng th>- sm>-Il H-f th- p>>-sHnts, >>r Hnd r>+>-n H-nd
turf »-nd cH-rdurm-y. But, 2=, th> r->-d th-r- b-tw>->-n tho- tr)->-s w-s
d-rk! Y2-u wa-uld b~ I9-st H-n th"- d)-rk. >t m>-d>- h>»m H-fr->-d -
th-nk »-f h")-w -t w»-s.

H>- h>->-rd th>- v )=~ H-f tho- pro-f-ct H-f th>- ch>-p>-I s>-y>-ng th)-
[2-st pra-y=>-r. H)- pro-y>-d -t -~ H-g>-nst th- d>-rk »-uts>-d>- und>-r
th>- tr)--s.

Vsrt, wHr  brsrch Thr)-, > Lord, thrs hrb>t+-t>>n  nd
dr-va- wry  fr-m ot Il th» sners -f th- »nr-my. Moy
Thy h>ly ng?-Is dwH>Il  h¥»r>->+n > prrsH+rv> us H»n  prH+-cr
>nd m>y Thy  bl»ss+ng b  >Hlw)rys up>n us  thr)-ugh
Chr-st -ur L-rd. »»-m>-n.

H>-s f>»ng>-rs tr>rmbl>-d s h) undrd-ss?-d h>rmsH>-If H>+n th)-
d-rm>-t)-ry. H)- t9-1d h)-s f-ng=-rs t)- hurry up. H?>- h-d t- undr-ss -nd
th=-n kn>>->-1 2-nd sy h>-s H-wn pra-y=-rs »-nd b »-n b>-d b>-H>-r)- th»)-



g>-s W-s [-w-r>-d s tho-t h-- m>-ght n»)-t g~ t>- h>-11 wh>>-n h>- d>-»-d.
H>- r)-11"-d h>)-s st-ck>-ngs »-ff »-nd put »-n h>>-s nm-ghtsh»-rt qu-ckly »-nd
kn -1t tr-mbl)-ng 2t h)-s b>-dsH>+d> H>+nd rH-p>>-t>+d hI»s prry>H-rs
qu-ckly, f»2-r>ng tho-t th>- go>-s w>-uld g> d>wn. H> It h)-s
sh”-uld»-rs sh»-k>-ng »-s h»»~ murmur>-d:

G»-d bl?-ss my f-th?-r »-nd my m=-th>-r »-nd sp>-r)-
th=»-m t)- m»>-!
G»-d bl)-ss my [D-ttl)- bro)-th>)-rs »-nd s-st¥-rs »-nd
sp-r)- th--m t)- m»-!
G»>-d bl?-ss D?-nt)- »-nd uncl?~ Ch2-rl»-s »-nd sp>-r)-
th>-m t- m»-!

H>- bl-ss-d h--ms»>-If »-nd cl-mb=-d qu-ckly »-nt>- b-d »-nd, tuck>-ng
th- -nd -f th> n>-ghtsh>-rt und>-r h>s >t curl>d h)>msH-If
t)-g2-th>-r und>-r th"- c)-Id wh)-t)- sh>-»-ts, sh>-k>-ng H-nd tr>-mbl>-ng.
But h»- w»-uld n?-t g2~ t9 h>-1l wh>-n h»>~ d»->-d; 2-nd th)- sh’~k>-ng
wH-uld stp. > vI)c> brdd) th> brys H+n thd)» dFrmI*Ftdry
g?->-dn>-ght. H>= p>2-r)-d H-ut -r H-n HFnstHnt H-v>-r th)- cFvI-riH-t
H-nd s>-w th>- y>-112-w curt)->-ns r-und -nd b>-f>-r>- h-s b-d th>-t shut
h»-m -ff H-n -1l sH-d>-s. Th- [D-ght w-s I»w-r-d qur-H-tly.

Tho- pra-f-ct’s sho--s wH-nt >w>-y. Wh>-r>-? D-wn th>)- st--rc)-s»-
»-nd D-1-ng th> cHrr-d>-rs H-r 9 h>-s rH->rm H-t th)- H-nd? H)- sH»w
th- d2-rk. W>)-s -t tru»- 2-b»-ut th- bl?-ck d»-g th-t w-1k)-d th-r)- H-t
n-ght w>-th H-y»>-s J-s b)-g s cI-rr->-g>+I1>-mps? Thr-y s»)-d H-t wh-s
th=- gh=-st - - murd>-r>-r. 2~ I)-ng sh-vI-r Hf F>--r fI>-w>-d »-v>-rh)-s
b-dy. H?- s2-w th>- d>-rk »-ntr-nc>- h>-11 »-f th>- c)-stl>-. »-Id sH-rvI-nts
»n -ld drr-ss wHr- »n th- Drrnd-ngrr--m b-v)- th)-
st-rcd-s)-. >+t wh-s ID-ng >+g>-. Th>- HId sHrvI-nts wHr)- quI-»H-t.
Th-r) w-s » f-r)- th)-r)- but th h)-ll wd-s st>-1l dH-rk. H- fHgur)-
c»m- up th)- st>dredr-sd» frr-m th- h-ll. H>- wH-r)- th)>- whH-t)-
cl»2-k -t = m-rsh)-I; ho-s ¢ w-s p>-1"- »-nd str)-ng>-; h>- h>-Id
h-s h2-nd pr)-ss?-d t9- h-s s-d>-. H)~ [9-)-k-d H-ut H-f str)>-ng>- H-y>-s
-t th- -ld s>rv-nts. Thay I-k>+d >t h>-m Hnd s»Fw th->H-r
m>-st-r’s ¢ -nd cl->-k »-nd kn»-w th>-t h-- h-d rH-cH>vI-d h>-s
d>->-thw=-und. But »-nly th>- d>-rk w>-s wh>-r>- th>-y I=->-k>-d: »>-nly d>-rk
s¥I-nt Hr. Th>-r md»-str h-d r-cH>>v>-d h>-s d>->-thw>-und H-n
th- ba-tt-f>-1d H-f Pr-gud- f-r Hwhy FvI-r th)- s>, HH» whs
st-nd>-ng H-n th- £--1d; h>-s h)>-nd w-s pr-ss?-d t h>-s s)-d>-; h)-s



- w-s p2-1- »-nd str-ng=- H-nd h>- wH-r?- th- wh-t- cl»->-k H»-f -
m>-rsh>-1.

2 h-w c-1d »-nd str-ng>- -t w>-s t)- tho-nk H-f th)-t! -1l th- d-rk
w-s ¢)-Id »-nd str)-ng>-. Tha»-r)- w>-r)- pH-12- str-ng>- f-c)-s th-r)-,
gr--t -y s k> crrr-gr-l-mps. Tha-y wH-r)- th)- gho-sts H-f
murd>-r-rs, th>- f>gur)-s Hf mI>-rsh-Is wh>- h>-d r-cH>>v>-d thH-H-r
d--thw-und H-n b-ttIH-f>-1ds F)-r FwH-y HvI-r th>- s> Wh-t d)-d
th-y w>-sh t)- sy tho-t th>->-r f-c-s w-r)- s str)-ng=-?

VA-s9-t, W b-s--ch Th--, - L-rd, th-s h=b-t>-t--n »-nd dr-v>>- HwH-y
fr-m >t >-Il...

G-ng h»m=>- f)r th)- h-1D-d>-ys! Tho-t wa-uld b= I-v)-ly: th)-
»11-ws h-d t-1d h-m. G»-tt-ng up »-n th>- c-rs H-n th>- H->-rly w-ntry
ma-rn-ng H-utsH-d>- th dH>r Hf th>- cHFsthh-. Th> cIrFrs wHr)
r-11"-ng H-n th)- gra-v>-1. Ch)--rs f-r th- rH-ctH-r!

Hurr>-y! Hurr)-y! Hurr)-y!

Th= c-rs dr-v- p-st th- ch2»-p>-1 »-nd -1l cFps wHr- rr->-sH-d.
Thdy dr-v> ma-rr-ly H-I9-ng th>- cHuntry rd--ds. Th> drd-vI-rs
p»>nt)d wHth th>+r whrps t) BIdI>nsth»wn. Th) HlID-ws
ch->r)-d. Thy p>-ss>-d th fHFrmha-us>+ H-f th- Iy FHFrm>H-r.
Cha=2-r D-ftr ch»>r »-ft>-r ch>>-r. Thrr-ugh Cl-n>- th)-y dr-v>)-,
ch=-r»ng -nd ch->r>d. Th prFsFnt wrm>n st>>-d >t th)-
h-1fd»--rs, th’- m>-n st+>-d h>r)> Hnd th)-r)-. Th> D-vI-ly smH-li
th-r- w2-s J-n th» wHntry H--r: th sm>-1l H>-f CI?-n>-: rH->-n H-nd
w-ntry 221 H-nd turf sm>-uld>-r>-ng »-nd c)-rdur>-y.

Th- tr)-n w-s full H-f f-11)-ws: - I9-ng I9-ng chh-cH-1-t)- tr--n
w-th cr»->m fH-cd)ngs. Th> gudrds wHnt t Hnd fr)> HpIn)-ng,
clm-s7-ng, I7-ck>-ng, unl>-ck>-ng th- d>->-rs. Tho>y w>-r> m=-n »-n d>-rk
blum- 2-nd s9-Iv-r; tha-y h-d s2-Iv-ry wh-stl>-s H-nd th>->-r k>-ys m>-d>-
»- qu-ck mus»-c: cl?-ck, cl?-ck: cl-ck, cl?-ck.

H-nd th>- tr->-n r)-c)-d H-n HvI-r th)- fI-t [H-nds H-nd p>-st th- HH-I
H>-f 11)-n. Th)> t>-1)-gr)-ph pH-I2-s wHr) prssHng, pF-ss*+ng. Th)-
tr)--n w-nt »-n nd Hn. -t knHw. Th-r- w>-r)- I-nt>-rns »-n th- h>-l
>t h-s P>tho-r’s h-us» H-nd rd-p>-s H-f gr>--n brr-nch>-s. Tho-r)-
w-r= h-1ly -nd H-vy r)-und th>- p>>-rgl)-ss »-nd h>-lly »-nd vy,
gr>--n-nd r)-d, tw>-n>-d ro-und th=>- ch>-nd>-1"->-rs. Tho-r> w>-r>- rh-d
ha-1ly »-nd gr>--n »-vy r)-und th>- H-1d p>-rtr-->-ts H-n th>- wH-lls. H)-lly
»-nd »-vy -r h"-m »-nd f-r Chr)-stm»-s.



L-v-ly...

Ml th)- pF-pld)-. WHlcHrm> h)»m-, Stdph>-n! NIDHs)s Hf
w-Ic-m»-. H)-s m-th-r k-ss-d h-m. Wo-s tho-t r)-ght? HD-s f-th)-r
w-s = m-rsh-1 ndw: h)-ghd-r th-n H mI-g)-str-t>. WIHlcH-m>-
h>-m»-, St»-ph>-n!

N»-)-s-s...

Tha»=r- w-s 2 n--s> - curt>>-nr)-ngs runn>-ng b>-ck »-I1>-ng th>-
ry-ds, -f wd-tr b)-ng spld-sh)-d H»n th b>sIns. ThHr} whs »-
n)--s) Hf r-s)-ng H-nd dr)-ss?-ng »-nd w-sh>-ng H-n th>- d>-rm>>+-t)-ry:
- N> H-f clH>-pp>-ng H-f h"-nds P-s th»- pra-fH-ct w-nt up H-nd d>-wn
t>-11"-ng th> P>-11m-ws t)- -~k sh-rp. - p>-12- sunl>-ght sh>-w»-d th»)-
y>=11=-w curt--ns dr-wn b>-ck, th>- t-ss-d b>-ds. H)>-s b>-d w-s v-ry
h>-t »-nd h-s f-c?- »-nd b-dy w»-r>- v»)-ry h»-t.

H>- g»-t up »-nd st H-n th> s-d>- >-f h>-s b>-d. H> wHs wH-)-k. H)-
tr--d t- pull -n h>-s st)-ck>-ng. H-t h>>-d - h>-rr)-d r-ugh f>->-1. Th>-
sunl»-ght w»-s qu-»-r »-nd c)-Id.

FI-m»-ng s»->-d:

—r y-u n)-t wHlI?

H>- d»-d n>-t kn=-w; »-nd FI-m»-ng s»->-d:

—G -t b-ck nt>- b-d. Il -1l McGIH-d»- y>-u’r- n-t wH-Il,
—H»-’s s)-ck.

—Wh*»- »-s?

—T1l McGI»-d»-.

—G»-t b-ck »-nt)- b>)-d.

—)s h)- $)-ck?

D= 112w ha-ld h?-s »-rms wh>-1>- h?>= »>s»n>-d th)- stH-ck)-ng
cl?-ng=-ng t- h>-s -t -nd cl»>-mb>-d b>-ck »-nt)- th>- h>-t b>-d.

H>- cra-uch?-d d»-wn b-tw-2-n th- sha->-ts, gi-d H-f th>->-r t-p>-d
gl>-w. H>= h2--rd th- f-119-ws t-1k H»-m=-ng th>ms>-Iv>-s H-b>-ut h->-m
»-s th-y drd-ss?-d fr md-ss. >t wHs > mH»>n th-ng t> d)-, t>-
sh-uld>-r h==m »-nt>- th>)- squ=-r>- d>-tch, th-y w>-r> sH-y>-ng.

Th-n th=2-r v--c-s cH->-s9-d; tha-y ho-d g-n>-. >~ v »--c> >+t h)-s
b-d s9--d:

—D»-d"-lus, d»-n’t spy »-n us, sur)- y=»-u w>-n’t?



WH-lIs’s - w-s tha-r)-. H> [--k>-d »-t »-t >-nd s»w th>-t W>-lIs
w=s Hfro---d.

—~ d»=dn’t m»>->-n t>-. Sur)- y»-u wH-n’t?

H»-s f-th)-r ho-d t9-1d h»-m, wh~t>-v>>-r h"- d>-d, n)-v>-r t2- p»->-ch
2»-n - 1w, HD> sh>-)>-k h)-s h>->-d H-nd H>nsw>H-r>-d n?>- H-nd It
glm-d.

W»H-1ls s»-»-d:

—= d)-dn’t m>-)-n t)-, h-nD-ur br)-ght. H-t ws H-nly f-r cH-d. >-’'m
SH-rry.

Th- f5-c)- H-nd th)- v-)-c> wH-nt Fw>-y. SHrry b>-c)-us)- h»- w-s
HfrH-d. Hfr-H-d th-t -t whrs sFm> dFs»+>s>. CrnkIr wihs »-
d=s->-s> Hf pl-nts H-nd c-ncH-r HnH> Hf Fn>mHlIs; H-r H-n)-th)-r
d-ff-r>-nt. Th>-t wIs = P»Fng t>-m> H-g> th)-n H-ut H»n th)
pl-ygr)-unds »-n th>- >v>n>+ng [H-ght, cra->p>+ng frH>-m pH-+nt t9-
p>->-nt H-n th> fr-ng”> Hf h>-s D-n), H» h)»>vy bHrd fly>-ng 1w
thra-ugh th"- gro-y ID-ght. L)-2-c)-st)-r H-bb>-y -t up. W-Is?-y d>->-d
th>-r>-. Th>)- »-bb>~ts bur?->-d h-m th-ms>-Iv>)-s.

-t ws nt WH-lIs’s F)-c)-, -t wh-s th- pr-fI-ct’s. H>» wHs n)-t
x-ng. N>, no-: o= w»-s s9-ck r->-lly. H>- w>-s n)-t f-x>-ng. »-nd h»-
It th>- pr)-f)-ct’s h-nd >+n h>s f»r)»-hd)>-d; >+nd h) It h)s
f-r-h>->-d w>rm H-nd d>mp H-g>-nst th pr-f)-ct’s c-Ild d>mp
h>-nd. Th-t w>-s th"- w2y - -t f-It, sl-my 2-nd d>-mp »-nd cH-Id.
vty -t h-d tw- -y-s 0 -k H-ut H>-f. SPI)-K sl-my cH-)-ts,
[D-tt1)- 1)-ttl)- F-)-t tuck-d up t)- jump, blI-ck sl-my F-y>-s t>- [k H-ut
»-f. Th>-y c»-uld und=-rst>-nd h>-w t- jump. But th»- m>-nds »-f r-ts cH-uld
n-t und="-rst>-nd tr-g=>-n>m>-try. Wh=>-n th-y w>-r>- d>->-d th>-y [y H-n
th=-r s-d>-s. Th->-r c»-ts drd->-d th-n. Thy wHr) H-nly d>-»>-d
th-ngs.

Th- pra-f-ct wd-s th-r)- H-g>->-n H-nd H-t w-s h)-s v3--c>- th>-t wH-s
s-y>-ng tho-t h"- w>-s t)- g»-t up, th-t F-th>-r M>»-n>-st>-r h>-d sH->-d
h>- w>-s t)- g»-t up »-nd dr>-ss »-nd g=- t)- th>- >-nf>-rm>-ry. H>-nd wh>-1>)-
h2- w2-s dr)-ss-ng h>»-ms>-If s qua-ckly s h)- cH-uld th>- pr)-f)-ct
s»--d:

—W>)- must p2-ck H-ff t9- Bra-th-r M>-ch>>->-1 b-cH>-us> w>- h-v>- th)-
c-llyw»-bbl»-s!



H>>= w»-s v-ry d>-co-nt t- s>y tho-t. Th-t wr-s -l - m>-k>- h)-m
["-ugh. But - c”~-uld n>-t I2-ugh b>-c»-us>- h=-s ch=->-ks »-nd I2-ps wH-r)-
11 sh-v>-ry: »-nd th>-n th>- pra-f>-ct h>-d t)- I7-ugh by h"»-ms»-If.

Th>- pra-f-ct cr->-d:
—Qu-ck ma-rch! H-yf--t! Stry-wi--t!

Thy wnt t>gH>+-th>-r d>wn th?)- st»+rc>s> H>nd H-I2-ng th)-
c-rr-dd-r »-nd pI-st th)- bIth. Hs h>» pIssH+d th)- d>FHr h)
rFm>-mb-r-d wH-th = v-gu) Fr th- wHrm turfcH-19-ur)-d
b-gw»-t9-r, th>- w2-rm m=->-st >->-r, th>- n»->-s>- H-f plung>-s, th»- smH-li
- th)- tw-Is, -k m>-d>-cH-n»-.

Bra)-th"-r M=2-ch-2-1 w>-s st}-nd-ng H-t th- d>->-r H-f th)- H-nf>rm>>-ry
H-nd fr-m th- d>»=-r H-f th- d>-rk c¥-b>»-nd-t H-n h>-s rH-ght cHFm»>- »-
sma-1l -k ma-d)-cH>-n>-. Thoa-t cFm=- frr-m th)- bI-ttlD-s Hn th)-
sha-lv-s. Th- pro-fH-ct spr-k)- - Bro-th-r M>-ch>->-1 »-nd Bro-th>-r
M»-ch>-2-1 H>-nsw>-r>-d H-nd c-11"-d th>- pr-f>-ct s9-r. H>- h)-d r)-dd>-sh
h)-2-r m>-x>-d wa-th gr-y -nd H- qud--r I9--k. Dt w-s qu--r th)-t h»)-
w-uld H-IwP-ys b= - br-tha-r. H-t w-s qu--r t-- th--t y>-u c)-uld n)-t
¢l h-m s-r b-c-us> h>- wd-s - br-th>-r »-nd h-d - dH>-ff>-rH>nt
k>-nd H-f --k. W»-s h) n>-t ho-ly »-n>-ugh »-r why c»-uld h»- n)-t c»-tch
up »-n th »-th-rs?

Th»-r»- wH»-r> tw b>-ds »-n th> r>->»m »-nd »-n H»-n> b>-d th>-rH-
w-s = -11-w: »-nd wh>-n th>>y w>-nt -n h>- c)-11"-d H-ut:

—H»-11)-1 H-t’s y?-ung D>-d>-lus! Wh>-t’s up?
—Th»- sky s up, Bra-th"-r M=-ch>-)-1 s»--d.

H>- w-s = 119w D-ut H-f th)- th>-rd H-f gr>-mm>-r H-nd, wh>)-1)-
St>-ph>-n w>-s undr)-ss2-ng, h"- H-sk-d Bro-th»-r M»-ch>->-1 t)- br?)-ng
h»-m - r)-und »-f butt)-r>-d t---st.

—>h, d>-! h)- s->-d.

—Butt)r y»-u up! s>F>-d Br-th-r M>>ch>»>-1. Y>-ull gt y>-ur
w-1k>-ng p>-p>-rs »-n th> m>-rn-ng wh>-n th- d>-ct>-r crm>-s.

—WH-11 -2 th)- 11w $--d. >-"m n )t wH-Il yH-t.
Bra-th>-r M>-ch>=>-1 r-p>->-t>-d:
—Y>-u’ll g2t y>-ur wa-1k-ng p>-p-rs. H- t)-1l y»-u.

H»- b-nt d-wn t)- r-k=- th>- -r)-. H>- h>)-d - I)-ng b>-ck I)-k»- th>)-
[7-ng b-ck - D tr-mh>-rs-. H)>- sh)-)-k th>- p>-k>r grH-v>-ly »-nd
n>-dd>-d h>-s h>->-d H-t th>- f>-11"-w -ut H-f th)-rd H-f gr--mm»-r.



Th-n Br)-th>-r M>-ch>-2-1 w-nt Hw>y H>nd H-ft)-r » wh)-1>- th)-
»-11>-w D-ut H-f th-rd H-f gr--mm»-r turna-d H-n t>-w>-rds th>- w>-Il »-nd
211 »-sl>--p.

Th-t w-s th- -nfHFrm=-ry. HH> w-s s-ck th-n. HH-d th--y wr)-ttH-n
h-m»- t2- t>-1l h-s m-th>-r -nd f>-th>-r? But H-t w-uld b~ qu-ck>-r fH-r
FnP- Hf thd pra-)-sts t g h>rmsH-If t>- -1l th-m. »-r h)- w-uld
wr=t9- 2= D-ttd-r f9-r th- pra---st t9- bro-ng.

D=1 M»-th»-r,

2 »-m s-ck. - w>H-nt t- g~ h-m»>-. PI--s- cH-m»)-
H-nd K> m>= h-m>-. = H-m H-n th)> HFnfHFrm>H-ry.

Y»-ur »-nd S¥-n,
St-ph»-n

H=w f-r H-w)-y thy wH-r>-! Th-r)- w-s c-1d sunl’-ght H-utsH-d>-
th»- w>-nd>-w. H»>- w-nd>-r>-d H-f h>- w>-uld d>-»-. Y»-u c?-uld d-»- just
th- s»-m=>- »-n - sunny d>-y. H> m-ght d>> b>-fHr)> h)-s mH-th)-r
c-m-. Th»-n h- w-uld h-v> - d>>-d m-ss »-n th) ch>-pH-I 1H-k>-
th>>- w»-y th- f>-11"-ws h>-d t9-1d h--m »-t w>-s wh>-n L»-tt1»)- h»-d d>->-d.
11 th- £-112-ws w-uld b -t th- m=)-ss, drd-ss-d »-n blo-ck, -1l wH-th
s-d frc-s. WH-lIs t9-- w>-uld b~ tho-r>- but n- -11-w w»-uld 19>~k
-t h"-m. Th)- r-ct-r wa-uld b~ th>-r>- H-n »- c>-p>- H-f bl-ck H-nd g>-Id
-nd th-r) w>-uld b= t-1l y-11>-w cH»-ndl?-s H-n th>- H-It>-r »-nd rH-und
th- c)-t>-fIqu)-. H-nd th)-y w>-uld c)-rry th)- cH-ff>-n »-ut H-f th)-
ch=p>-1 si»-wly -nd h"- w>-uld b~ bur>->-d H-n th>- ID-ttl>- gr-v>-y>-rd
H-f th)- c»Fmmun»-ty H-ff th>- m>Fn HvInud H-f [D-md-s. H-nd WH-lls
w»-uld b= s9-rry th-n f3-r wh-t h»- h=~d d»-n»~. »-nd th>- b>-1l w>-uld t>-II
sl)>-wly.

H»- c-uld h2-"-r th)- t>-11"-ng. H»- s9-)-d »-vI-r t9- h-ms>-If th»- s9-ng
th>-t Bro-g»-d h>-d t9-ught h»-m.

D»-ngd>-ng! Th»)- c-stl)- b-11!
F-r-wH-1l, my m=-th>-r!
Bury m»- »n th)- »-1d churchy»-rd
B-s9-d»)- my »-ld"-st bra-th>-r.
My c-firn sh-li b~ bIa-ck,
SH-x »-ngH-ls »+t my b»-ck,
Tw»- t) s*-ng »-nd tw- t) pra-y

»-nd tw- ) c¥-rry my sH-ul FwH-y.



H>-w b>-2-ut?-ful »-nd s9-d th-t wH-s! HH>»w b)--ut)-ful th> w-rds
W= wha-r)- tho-y s2->-d Bury m+>- n th - --ld churchy -rd! »- tr)-m»-r
p>-ss-d H-v-r h)-s b)-dy. H>-w s-d »-nd h>-w b>->-ut>-ful! H>- wH-nt)-d
t- cry qua--tly but -t f>-r h--ms»>-If: f-r th- w»-rds, s?- b»->-ut>-ful »-nd
s-d, -k mus>-c. Th>= b=l Th= b=l FA»-r»-wH-11! »- f-rH»-wH-1l!

Th>- c-Id sunl?-ght w2-s w>-k>-r »-nd Br-th>-r M=>-ch>»->1 w»-s
st)-nd=-ng »-t h>)-s b-ds>-d=>- w-th - b>-wl H-f b--ft--. H> w>-s gl=-d
f-r h"-s m=»-uth w-s h~t »-nd dry. H>- c)-uld h”-2-r th-m pl?-y>-ng »-n
th>>- pl»-ygr)-unds. »-nd th>>- d>-y w>-s g>->-ng »-n »-n th>- c>-11")-g>- just
s Hf h- wH-r)- thh-r)-.

Th-n Br-tho-r M=>-ch>->-1 w>-s g2--ng »>-w>-y »-nd th>- >-II"-w H-ut
»-f th>)- th-rd »-f gr)-mm»-r t9-1d h»-m t9- b>>- sur?)- »-nd c»-m=- b»-ck H-nd
t>11 h-m -1l th>- n)-ws »-n th> prp>-r. H)> t>-Id St>-ph>-n th)-t h)-s
n»-m=- w>-s H-thy »-nd th>-t ho-s -th-r k-pt - 12t >-f r-cHr-hHrs)-s
th -t w-r- sp-ff>-ng jump=-rs »-nd th>-t h)-s f-th>-r wa-uld g>-v>- >
g>r>-d t-p t Br-thd-r Ma-ch>> H>ny t>rm> h) wrhnt>d -t
b-co-us- Bra-tho-r M>-ch )21 w-s vo-ry d>-cH-nt »-nd H-lw>-ys t»-Id
h=m th n)-ws D-ut H-f th- pHp>-r th)-y gt H>vI>-ry d)y up »-n th)-
c-st-. Tha-r- w»-s H-vr-ry k-nd H-f n-ws »-n th>)- p-p=-r: »-ccH-d>-nts,
sh”-pwr>-cks, sp»-rts »-nd p>-1")-t>-cs.

—N>=w Dt s 1l H>-b>-ut pH-I12-t>-cs H-n tho- pH-p-rs, ho- s»->-d. D>
y2-ur p=-pl)- -1k H-b-ut th)-t t)-)-?

—Y s, Stph>-n s»--d.

—M>>n>- -, - s--d.

Th»-n h»- tha~ught f-r » m>>m>-nt »-nd sH->-d:

—Y-u h-v> - qud--r n-m=-, D>-d>-lus, »-nd > h»-v> » qu-I-r
n>-m>- -, H-thy. My n)>-m>- »-s th- n-m=»>- H-f H- t>-wn. Y-ur n)m»>-
s k)= La-tH-n.

Th-n h)- »-sk>-d:

—=r) y-u g --d -t r-ddiD-s?

St»-ph=>-n H»-nsw>H-r>-d:

—N>-t va-ry go--d.

Th-n h)- s)--d:

—C»-n y»-u »-nsw>H-r m=- th>-s H-n>-? Why »-s th>- co-unty »-f K>-1d»-r)-
[~k th)- 19-g H-f >~ f-11)-w’s br-»-ch»)-s?

St-ph=-n th"-ught wh»-t c-uld b~ th» »-nsw>-r H-nd th)-n s->-d:



— gV -t up.

—B»-c-us?- th-r)- s - th-gh »-n H-t, h>- s»>-d. D>~ y»-u s> th>)-
jk»-? H-thy H-s th- t>wn H-n th"- c)-unty K»-ld>-r)>- »-nd - th>-gh s
tha- H-th3-r th-gh.

—h, »- s, St-ph>-n s»->-d.

—Th>-t’s »-n »-1d r)-ddI>-, h»)- s9-»-d.

H-ft-r - m>»m-nt h>- sH--d:

—)- s)-y!

—Wh»-1? »-sk>-d St»-ph-n.

—Y-u kn?~w, h- s-2-d, y?-u c)-n P-sk th>-t r-ddI?- H-n>-th>-r wh-y.
—C»-n y?-u? s»->-d St>-ph>-n.

—Th>- s9-m>- r-ddi?-, h?- s3--d. D> y2-u kn-w th- H-th>-r wH-y t-
»-sk H»-t?

—N»~, s9-2-d St>-ph>-n.
—C»-n y?-u nH-t th-nk H-f th- H-th-r wr-y? h- s)-)-d.

H>- I»-2-k>-d -t St>ph>-n HvH-r th)- b>-dclH-th)-s s h>- spH-k)-.
Th-n h- 19~y b-ck »-n th)- p-11"-w »-nd sH-»-d:

—Th=r)- »-s >+n>+-th>r w-y but > wHn’t t-1l y-u wh)-t H-t »-s.

Why d2-d h= no-t t-11 H-t? H>-s f-th>)-r, wh)- k)-pt th>- rm)-c)-h>-rs»-s,
must b2 - m-g-strr-t- > -k SH-urn’s f-tho-r »-nd N»-sty
R=-ch"-’s f-th)-r. H)- th-ught 9-f h>-s J~wn f>-th>-r, H>-f h"’~w h?)- s)-ng
s>-ngs wh-12- h-s ma-th>-r pl>-y>-d H-nd H-f h-w h)>- HlwIrys gH-v)-
h>-m = sh>-11"-ng wh>-n h>= D-sk>-d f>r s>+xp>-nc)> Hnd h- -1t sH-rry
f»r ho-m th-t ho- w-s no-t = m-go-str)-t- -k th- »H-th>-r b)-ys’
f)-th>-rs. Th>-n why w»-s h)~ s9-nt t- th>-t pl»-c?>- w»-th th»-m? But h>)-s
f-th>-r h>-d t>Id h>m th>-t h>- w2-uld b> n)> strrngd-r th)-r)
b-c-us» h>-s gr-nduncl?> h>-d pr-s>-nt>-d H-n H-ddr¥-ss t> th)-
L-b-r>-t)r th-r)- f-fty y»>rs b>f+r-. Y-u cd-uld kn>w th)-
p>--pl- H-f tho-t tm»- by th->-r H-1d dr)-ss. -t sH->m>-d t- h»-m -
s> 12-mn t>m»-: H-nd h>> w-nd>-r)-d H-f th-t w>-s th)- t>-m»- wh>-n th>)-
-11-ws -n CI-ng>-w-s wH-r)- blu- c--ts w-th bro-ss butt¥-ns »-nd
yHID-w wa--stc--ts H-nd c-ps Hf r-bb-tsk>n Hnd drd-nk bI>-r
[P~k gr>-wnup p>2-pl> Hnd k)-pt grryhd)-unds H-f th>->r H»wn t)-
co-urs”- th- h)-r)-s wo-th.

H>- [9-)-k>-d >t th)>- wH>+nd>w »-nd s»w th)-t th)- d>-yl>-ght h>-d
gr-wn w2 >-kd-r. Tho-r- w>-uld b cl?-udy gr)-y I9-ght »-v>-r th>)-



pIm-ygro-unds. Tha-r)- w»-s n2- n->-s- »-n th- pl>-ygr>-unds. Th>- cl?-ss
must b2~ d>--ng th)>- th>m=>-s »r prrh-ps F>Fth>r HmH-ll wH-s
r-"-d>-ng F-ut H-f th- b)»-)-k.

-t w-s qua--r tho-t th-y h>-d n)-t g-v>n h-m H-ny m>-d>-cH-n>-.
P>-rh=>-ps Bro-th>-r M>-ch>->-1 w»-uld br>-ng 2-t b>-ck wh>-n h>- c>-m»-.
Th-y s-2-d y-u g -t st>+nk=-ng stuff t- dra-nk wh>-n y-u w-r>- »-n th»-
H-nf>rm-ry. But b= -1t b)-ttdr nd»-w th>-n b>-fFr)-. H-t wr-uld b)-
n)-c)- gH-tt)-ng b-ttd-r sl-wly. Y2-u cd-uld g-t - bk th)-n. Th-r)-
WS = b=k -n th- [D-br-ry »-b-ut HH>-11-nd. Th-r>- wH-r- -v)-ly
9-r>"-gn n>-m=-s H-n -t H>-nd pF-cturd-s H-f str-ng>-17->k>ng cH-t>>-s
»-nd sh-ps. H-t m>-d>- y>-u -1 9~ h>-ppy.

H>-w p»-1"- th)- I)-ght w»-s -t th- w-nd>-w! But th»-t w-s n-c»-. Th>)-
) r-s9- nd =11 H-n th)> w11 -t wd-s k) wHvH-s. SFmH--n>)-
h2-d put c?--1 »-n »-nd h>- h"-2-rd v->-c)-s. Thy wH-r)- t>-lk>-ng. H-t
w-s th- n-)-s) Hf th)y whvh-s. Hr thd> wrIvdrs whr) t-lk)-ng
»>-m=-ng th-ms=>-1v-s H-s tho-y r)-s>- H-nd -l

H>- s>-w th)= s H»f wrvIs, ID-ng dI»-rk wHvH-s r-s¥ng »-nd
f-11"-ng, d>-rk und»-r th= m»->-nl>)-ss nH-ght. »- t-ny I")-ght tw>>-nkl»-d -t
th>- p>--rh->-d wh>-r)- th- sh2-p w-s >-nt>-r>ng: H-nd h>- sH+w -
mult-tud=>- H-f p>->-pl>- g-th>-rH-d by th>- wH-t-rs’ >-dg>- t9- s>~ th)-
sh)-p tho-t w-s -nt>-r)-ng th>>->-r h>-rb>-ur. - t>-1l m>-n st>->-d »-n th>)-
d=>-ck, -)-k>-ng »-ut t>-w-rds th>)- fI-t d-rk I")-nd: »-nd by th>)- [9)-ght -t
th>> p>->-rh>->-d h>- 2w h-s f)-c)-, th- s»rrwful F)-c)- H-f Bra-thH-r
M»-ch>-2-.

H>- s2-w h>-m [9)-ft h)-s h>-nd t>-w=-rds th>- p>->-pl>- »-nd h>->-rd h--m
Sy -n - 1-ud vI--cH- - sred-w vd-r th- wH-t)-rs:

—H»- s d>>d. WD s>w h>-m ly?)-ng up?-n th?- cH-t>-f>-lqud-. »-
w1 - s-rr-w w-nt up fr-m th- p->-pl)-.

—P>=rm-111 PA-rn-11 H- 2-s d)-»-d!

Th»=y 11 up-n th-2-r kn->>-s, m>->-n>-ng »-n sHF+rr-w.

F-nd = $»w DH»nt> -n D m>r>+>n vI-lvI-t dry-ss »-nd wH-th »-
gr--n v-lv-t mI-ntl>- h>+ngH>ng fr>-m hd)-r shd-uldH>rs wlkI-ng
pry-udly 2-nd s2-1-ntly p>-st tho- p>->-pl>- wh>- kn It by th-- wHt-r’s
»-dg)-.



»- gr--t f>-r)-, b)-nk-d h)-gh »-nd r)-d, fl-m=>-d »-n th>- gr)-t> H-nd
und>-r th>- H-vytw>-n=-d br--nch>-s »-f th>- ch--nd>-1>--r th>- Chr>-stm»-s
t3-bl?- w-s spr-2-d. Th-y h"-d c-m=- h-m>- H- [-ttl- -t~ »-nd st>-1l
d-nn-r w-s n-t r-I-dy: but H-t wH-uld b r>->-dy »-n > jH-ffy, h)-s
ma-th"-r h"-d s)--d. Th-y wIr» wH->-t)ng f-r th)- d>>-r t Hp>n
»nd fFr th- sH»rvo-nts > crm> »-n, h-ld>-ng th>- br-g dI-sh)-s
c-v-r-d wH-th th=2-r h--vy mH>-t>-1 c-vH-rs.

1 wH-r- wHr->-t¥-ng: uncl? Cha-rl-s, whd- st f-r >-w>-y »-n th)-
sha-d>»-w »-f th> w>-nd>-w, D>-nt- »-nd Mr C>-s>y, wh- st »-n th)-
»--sych>-2-rs -t H»-+th>-r s)-d>- H-f th- h)->-rth, St>-ph>-n, sH->-t>-d
»-n = ch»-D-r b)-tw>->n th>m, h>-s -t r-st>+ng »-n th)- t)--st>-d
b-ss. Mr D-d"-lus [2-)-k>-d H-t h-msH-If -n th) pFrglH-ss Fb)-v>-
th>- ma-nt>-1p>->-c>-, wHx>-d H-ut h-s m>-ust)-ch- H-nds »-nd th>-n,
p-rt)-ng h-s c)-t t)ls, st»>-d wH-th h)-s b)-ck t- th)- gl»-w>-ng
- nd st fr-m t>Fm=- > tFm>>- h>- wr-thdr-w - h>-nd fr-m
h-s ¢t -1 t wIx Hut >n> H+f h)s mIust>-ch)> Hnds. Mr
C»s>y [P->n>-d h)-s h)»>-d t9 H>n>) sH»+d> Hnd, sm>-I>-ng, tpp-d
th>- gl-nd H-f h-s n"-ck w»-th h>)-s f>-ng>-rs. »-nd St-ph>-n sm>-1"-d t->-
1 ho- kn"-w n>-w th>-t -t w-s n>-t trum- th-t Mr C»-s>-y h>-d »- purs»-
-t s-IvH-r H-n hd-s thr->-t. H) smH>-I12>-d t)- th-nk h>-w th)- s)-lvI-ry
n-"-s7- wh-ch Mr C-s»-y us?-d t»- m>-k>- h-d d»>-c>->-v>-d h>-m. >-nd
wh=-n h?)- h2)-d tr)-2-d t9- >-p>n Mr C»-s2-y’s h)-nd t- s> »-f th)- purs>-
-t s-Iv)-r wd-s ho-dd=>-n th-r>- h>- h>-d s-2-n th)-t th- f>-ng=-rs c)-uld
n-t b~ str-"-ght>-n--d H-ut: »-nd Mr C>-s>-y h>-d t)-1d h»-m th»-t h»- h»-d
g -t tha-s)- thr)-- cr-mp-d f-ng-rs m>-k>-ng >~ bd)-rthd>-y pri-sH-nt
»r Qua--n V)-cth-r->-. Mr CH-s-y t-pp>-d th>- gl>-nd H-f h>-s no-ck
»-nd sm»-1"-d -t St>-ph>-n w»-th sI->-py »-y»-s: »-nd Mr D>-d>-lus s»->-d
- h)-m:

—Y-s. Wl n)-w, tha-t’s »-Il r-ght. »-, w- h2-d »- g->-d wH-lk, h»-dn’t
w-, J»-hn? Y-s... > wHrndI>r H+f th>r)>-’s >ny [D-k>-IH-h)»>-d H-f
d-nn>-r th-s H-v>+n>ng. Y>-s... 2=, wH-Il n-w, wH- gt H g>--d br)>---th
»-f >-z-n>- r)-und th H>->-d t>-d>-y. H-y, b)-d>-d.

H»- turn»-d t»- D>-nt»- »-nd s>-»-d:

—Y»-u d>-dn’t st3-r H-ut H-t I, Mrs RH»>-rd>-n?
D>-nt)- fr-wn>-d »-nd s9->-d sho)-rtly:

—N»-.



Mr D2-d>-lus dr-pp>-d h2-s ¢t t)-Is H>-nd wHnt H>vI-r t) th)-
s-d-b>--rd. H)>- br)-ught f-rth - gr)->-t st>+n)- j-r H-f wh)-sky fr)-m
th- 1-ck)-r »-nd f-11"-d th>- d>-cH>-nt>-r sl-wly, b>-nd>-ng n>-w =-nd
th>>-n - s7-- h-~w much h>~ h»-d p=-ur>-d »-n. Th>-n r-pl>-c>-ng th>- j>-r
H-n th)- [D-ck>r h= prur>-d >~ I-tth>- H-f th>- whd-sky Hnt)- tw)-
gl?-ss-s, H-dd>-d »- -t wH-t>-r H-nd c>m=>- b)-ck w-th th-m t)- th»)-
»r)-plH-c)-.

—)~ th»mbl>-ful, J9-hn, h- s9--d, just t>- wh>-t y>-ur H-pp>-t>-t-)-.

Mr CH-s9-y t9-)-k th)- gl)-ss, dr-nk, -nd pl?-c-d -t n)->-r h)»-m »-n
th=- m>-nt>-1p>->-c>-. Th>-n h>- sH--d:

—W>-Il, > c»n’t h-lp th-nk>-ng >-f H-ur fr--nd Chro-st>-ph>-r
m>-nuf>-ctur)-ng...

H>- bra-k>- H-nt)- D~ -t H-f [9-ught-r »-nd c-ugh-ng »-nd »-dd>-d:
—...mD-nufd-cturd-ng th)-t ch-mp=-gn=)- f-r th)-s>- fH-11"-ws.
Mr D=-d>-lus 1")-ugh=-d [9-udly.

—s -t Chr)-sty? h>= s»>-d. Th-r)’s m>-r) cunn’-ng H-n H-n) H+f
th-s2- w>-rts H-n h-s b>)-Id h=-2-d th-n »-n - p-ck H-f j-ck fH-x)-s.

H>- 2-ncl?-n>-d h-s h)-2-d, cI>-sHd h)-s Fy>-s, »nd, [H-ck)>ng h)-s
[-ps pra-fusH-ly, b-g>-n ) sp>-k w-th th- v-)-c) Hf th)- h)-t)-
K»--p-r.

—nd h?~ h?)-s such D s)-ft m»-uth wh>-n h>-’s sp->-k>-ng t- y>-u,
d>-n’t y?>-u kn-w. H»~’s v2-ry m»-»-st -nd w-t>-ry »-b>-ut th- d»-wli>-ps,
G»-d bl=»-ss h»-m.

Mr C-s-y w-s st-1l struggl»-ng thro-ugh h>-s f>-t -f c>-ugh=>-ng »-nd
[9-ught)-r. St-ph>-n, s»>>+ng Hnd h>>rHng th)- h)t>+l k)>+pH-r
thr-ugh h»-s f)-th-r’s f9-c»- -nd v>->-c»-, I9-ugh»-d.

Mr D»-d»-lus put up h*-s D-y>-gl-ss H-nd, st>-r)-ng d>-wn »-t h-»-m, s»->-d
qu->-tly »-nd k--ndly:

—Wh»-t )-r9- y»-u I9-ugh”-ng H-t, y»-u I9-ttl>- puppy, y?>-u?

Th»- s2-rv>-nts H-nt>-r>-d »-nd pl>-c>-d th- d-sh>>-s »-n th>>- t>-bl>-. Mrs
D»-d»-lus f-11"-w>-d H-nd th>- pl?-c)-s w>-r>- »-rr)-ng»-d.

—SH-t >-vI-r, sh- sH--d.

Mr D»-d»>-lus w-nt t*)- th- »-nd H-f th)- t>-bl>)- »-nd s)--d:

—N=>-w, Mrs R-)-rd>-n, st H-vI-r. JH-hn, s9-t y?>-u d>-wn, my h->-rty.
H>- I9-2-k>-d r-und t- wh>-r>- uncl»- Ch>-rl?-s s?-t »-nd s?»--d:



—N-w th?-n, $2-r, th)-r>-’s H- b)-rd h-r) wI->-t>-ng f-r y>-u.

Wha-n -l ha-d t-k>-n th)=2-r s»>-ts D= ID-2-d h>-s h>-nd H-n th)-
c-v-r H-nd th)-n s--d qu)-ckly, w-thdr)-w>>-ng H-t:

—N»-w, St>-ph>-n.

St>-ph>-n st>>-d up »n hIs plH-c> > sy th) gr-c> bH>-fr-r)-
m»-»-Is:

Bl -ss us, - L+rd, »nd th-}-s+-Thy g+fts whch thr --ugh Thy b -unty w»-
PP b Hut to- rc-v - thr2-ugh Chrsst 2-ur L-rd. -m»n.

21l bl)-ss)-d thmsH-Iv)-s >+nd Mr DI>dI>lus wH-th > sP»gh H-f
pl»2-surd- [H-ftd-d frr-m th)- dIsh th h>>+vy cHFvHr pHrH-rin-d
»-r>-und th>- »-dg=>- w>-th gl>-st>»-n--ng dr)-ps.

St-ph>-n I->-k>-d -t th)- plump turk-y wh»-ch h>-d I9->-n, trussH-d
»-nd sk >w-r)-d, »-n th~ k-tch>-n t3-bl?-. H> kn>-w th-t h-s f)-th>-r
h-d p2>-2-d » gu>-n>-> f-r Dt Hn Dunn’s Hf D’H-1)->-r Str)->-t J-nd
th-t th= m=>-n h)-d pra-dd>-d »-t H-ft>-n »H-t th- br)->-stb>-n>- t>- sh-w
h2»-w g>-2-d Dt wo-s: »-nd h>- rH-m>-mb>-r>-d th>» m>-n’s v>»--c> wh>-n
h>- h"-d s?»-"-d:

—Tk?- thd-t >-nd-, s?-r. Th-t’s th- r->-1 H-lly D>-ly.

Why d=-d Mr B>-rro-tt »-n Cl?-ng>-w>-s ¢l h)-s p>-ndyb>-t - turk--y?
But Cl-ng”>-w»-s w-s fr F~wy: H-nd th> wH+rm h>->vy smH>-Il H-f
turk=-y »-nd h>»=m -nd c>-1-ry r-s>- fr-m th>- plI>-t>-s »-nd d>-sh»-s H-nd
th=- gro->-t £-r w>-s b>-nk>-d h>-gh »-nd r-d J-n th>- gr)-t>- »-nd th>)-
gry--n vy H-nd r-d h)-lly m>-d>- y>-u -1 s h>-ppy »-nd wh>-n
d>-nn"-r w>-s »-nd>-d th- b>-g plum pudd>-ng w>-uld b~ c)-rr->-d H-n,
studd>-d w»-th p>->-12-d H-Im=-nds »-nd spr-gs H-f h>-lly, w>-th blu»-sh
- runn>-ng »-r>-und -t H-nd - 1H-ttl>- gr->-n flo-g fly>-ng fr-m th»)-
t-p.

-t w-s h)-s f-rst Chr)-stm»-s d=-nn>-r »-nd h>- th-ught H-f h>-s I)-ttl)-
bra-th="-rs H-nd s?-st)-rs wh>- w>-r) w->-tng -n th>- nurs?-ry, »-s h)-
h-d H-ft»n w--t>-d, t>-1l th- pudd>-ng c>m*>-. Th)- d>->-p 1w cH-11D-r
H-nd th>- H-t>-n j-ck -t m>-d>- h-»-m -1 qu>->-r »-nd H-1d>-sh: H-nd th>-t
m>-rn>-ng wh>-n h~s m>-th>-r h"-d br)-ught h">-m d»-wn t3- th»- p>-rl)-ur,
dr)-sso-d fr mo-ss, h-s f-th-r h>-d cro->-d. Tho-t w-s b-cH-us>)- h»)-
w-s tho-nk>-ng »-f h)-s -wn f)-th>-r. H-nd uncl?>- Ch>-rl>-s h-d sH->-d s>~
).



Mr D>-d>-lus c-v=-r>-d th- d=-sh »-nd b>-g=-n t -t hungr>-ly. Th--n
h=- s2->-d:

—P»-2-r »-Id Chr-sty, h"-’s n?-2-rly I)-ps>-d>-d n>w w»-th r)-gu-ry.

—S>-m»-n, s9->-d Mrs D>-d>-lus, y-u h’-v>-n’t g»-v>n Mrs RH>->-rd>-n
“»-ny sH-uc-.

Mr D>-d>-lus s2->-z--d th>>- s9-uc>-b>->-t.

—H»>-v>-n’t >-? h)- cr-2-d. Mrs R->-rd»-n, p»-ty th»- p>»->-r bl»-nd.

D>-nt- c-v-r-d h-r pl-t2- w»-th h>-r h>-nds »-nd s>-»-d:

—N»-, th)-nks.

Mr D»-d>-lus turn=-d t- uncl- Ch»-rl»)-s.

—H>w =) y-u H-ff, sHr?

—R"-ght »-s th- m>->-1, SH»m>-n.

—Y>-u, J»-hn?

—>="m Il r-ght. G- »-n y»-ursH-If.

—M>>-ry? HA>»r)-, Stphd>-n, h-r)’s sFm-th-ng t m>kI» yH-ur
h>->-r curl.

H>- p-ur-d s-uch)- fr->-ly »-v>-r St>-ph>-n’s pl»-t> »-nd s>t th)-
b-2-t »-g>->-n H-n th- t-bl»-. Th>-n h>- H-sk-d uncl»>- Ch>-rlH-s w-s -t
t3-nd>-r. Uncl®- Ch>-rl-s c?-uld n9-t sp>--k b>-c?-us?- h-s m>-uth w-s
full but h»- n>-dd>-d th>)-t >t w>-s.

—Tha-t w-s = g>>-d Hnsw>H-r H-ur fr->-nd m>-d>- t9- th)- c-n)-n.
Wh»-t? s9--d Mr D)-d»-lus.

—~ d-dn’t th>-nk h?~ h~d th>-t much -n h»m, s?--d Mr C)-s)-y.

— =1l pAy yA-ur du s, f-th -, wh -n y»-u c -5 - turn-»ng th>-h }-us »-
P G At - pAHlHng-bp-2-th,

— NH-C) »nswH-r, sH)-d DI-nt)-, -r H-ny m>-n cH-lI"-ng h-msH-If
- c-th>-1"-c t- g-v>- ) hD-s pr-»)-st.

—Thy h>-v)> H-nly th»msHIvIs t bl»-m>-, s»+>d Mr D>-d>-lus
suFv-ly. H-f thd-y t--k = f->-I's H-dvI-c>- th)-y wa-uld cH-nfH-n»)-
th==>-r H-tt>-nt)--n t- r-1D-g>->-n.

—t s r>1-g>-n, D»nt> s»-d. Tho-y H-r) d>->-ng th>->-r duty
“»-n w>-rn>-ng th- p>->-pl>-.

—W»- g t th>= hd-usH> Hf GIH+d, Mr CIFs)y s»+-d, Hn I
hum»-1)-ty t3 pro-y t- -ur M>-k>-r H-nd n -t t h>=-r H-I>-ct>>n
»-ddr>-ss»-s.



—t s r-1-g--n, DI-nt)- s-d H-g>->n. Th>-y H-r)- r-ght. Tho-y
must d=-r>-ct th»->-r fl-cks.

—>nd pry--ch pHiH-tIcs frr-m th- HtHr, Fs HFt? Hsk)d Mr
D>-d»-lus.

—Co-rtnly, s»+>d D>nt). >t s > quIst+>+n Hf publ)-c
m>=r-12-ty. - pr)--st wr-uld n-t b - pr->-st >-f h>)- d>-d n -t t>-11 h>)-s
fl-ck wh-t »-s r-ght »-nd wh>-t »-s wr>)-ng.

Mrs D>-d»-lus I9--d d2-wn h>-r kn=-f>- »-nd f-rk, s»-y>-ng:

—F-r p-ty s>k H-nd f-r pH-ty s-k>- [9-t us h-v:>- n- pH-1)-t)-cH-l
d>-scussm->-n -n th-s dr-y H-f -1l d>-ys H-n tho- y»»-r.

—Qu-t¥- r-ght, m>=">>m, s9--d uncl’»- Ch>-rl»-s. N»-w S»m>-n, th>-t’s
qua-t>- H-n"-ugh nH»-w. N>t H>-n>-th>-r w-rd n)-w.

—Y*s, y?-s, s»--d Mr D»-d»-lus qu=-ckly.

H»- unc-v>-r>-d th>- d-»-sh b>-Idly »-nd s»-»-d:
—N>-w th>»n, wh>-’s fr m>-r)- turk>-y?
N>>-b>-dy H-nsw>-r>-d. D>-nt)- s»»-d:

—N»-c I-ngum-g>- -1 H-ny c-th>-1")-c t)- us)-!

—Mrs R=-rd>-n, »- H-pp>->-1 t)- y»-u, s7->-d Mrs D>-d>-lus, t>- |-t th)-
m»-tt-r dr-p nH-w.

D>-nt»- turn>-d »-n h>-r »-nd s»->-d:

—-nd =m - ) st h>-r)- -nd [D-st>-n t>- th)- p-st2-rs H-f my church
b-"-ng flI-ut>-d?

—N»-b"-dy D-s s>y>-ng » w>-rd »-g>->nst thm, s7->-d Mr D>-d>-lus,
s9- I-ng s th=y d>-n’t m>-ddI»- H-n p>-1)-t>-cs.

—Th=~ b-sh-ps H-nd pr)--sts H-f Hr)>-1>-nd hd)-v>- spPkI-n, s»+>-d
D»-nt)-, H-nd th>-y must b H-b>-y>-d.

—L2-t th-m v pr-1)-t-cs H-1-n)-, sH->-d Mr CHrs)y, H-r th)-
p>--pl- m-y [9-)-v>- tho--r church H-I17-n>-.

—Y-u h"-)-r? $)--d D»-nt)-, turn’-ng t*- Mrs D-d>-lus.

—Mr CH-s2-y! SH+-m»-n! s--d Mrs D>-d>-lus, 1)-t H-t H-nd n)-w.

—T b)-d! T b>-d! s2--d uncl?- ChH-rl)-s.

—Wh2-t? cr--d Mr D-d>-lus. W-r) w- t- d)-sHrt h--m »-t th)-
b-dd=-ng »-f th>~ 2-ngl>-sh p>-->-pl>-?

—H»= w-s n- I-ngH-r wh-rthy t9- [9-2-d, s»>-d D>-nt)-. HH> w>-s -
publ-c s?-nn>-r.



—W>= > Xl s»+nnH-rs Hnd bld-ck sFnnI-rs, s»+Hd Mr CIFs)y
co-ldly.

—W-2- b~ t)- th> m-n by wh>m th~ sc-nd>-1 c>-m»-th! s)->-d Mrs
R--rd»-n. »t w-uld b~ bttr fr h-m tht - moHlist2nn- wr)-
t-2-d 2bH-ut hs nck Hnd th-t h- wr - cHst »nt)-th»- dHpths H
th - -2 r th»-r th»n th-t h»- sh-uld scndHH P52 Fn»- H thrs)
my |:3-2-st | -t - n s, Th-t H-s th- I9-ngur-g=>- H-f th- HI-ly Gh)-st.

—>nd vry b>-d ID-ngum-g»- >-f y>-u sk m>-, s»->-d Mr D>-d>-lus
cr--lly.

—S>-m>-n! SF+m-n! sP->-d uncl?)- Chd-rl?-s. Th>- b)-y.

—Y>s, y¥s, »F+d Mr DI-d)-lus. » m>»nt Hb>-ut th>-... > whs
th--nk=-ng D-b>-ut th>- b>-d ID-ngu-g>>- H-f th>- r--lwIy pH-rt-r. Wl
n>-w, th-t’s -1l r-ght. H>-r?-, St>-ph>-n, sh’-w m=>- y>-ur pl>-t»-, »-Id
cha-p. »-t »wHy nFw. HH)-r)-.

H>~ h)-2-p>-d up th)- f>--d -n St»-ph>-n’s plH-t)- H-nd sH-rv>-d uncl)-
Cha-rl)-s »-nd Mr CH-s)-y t3- 19-rg)>- p--c)-s »-f turk>-y »-nd spl-sh»-s
Hf s9-uc)-. Mrs D-d>-lus w-s H-)-t>ng ID-ttlH- »-nd DI-nt>)- s>+t w-th
h>-r h>-nds 2-n h>-r ID-p. Sh»> w>-s r)-d »-n th)- f>-c)-. Mr D>-d>-lus
r=-t-d wa-th th- c¥-rv>I-rs -t th>- H-nd »-f th>- d>-sh H-nd s»->-d:

—Th=r)-’s = sty bt h-r)» w- c-1l th)- pHrp>-’s ). H-f Hny
[9-dy »-r g>-ntlH-m>-n...

H>- h>-1d 2~ p>2-c> »-f -wl up H-n th- pr-ng - th- c>-rvH-ngfH-rk.
N>-b>-dy sp=-k=-. H>- put »-t »-n h>-s H-wn pl>-t-, sH-y>-ng:

—WII, y-u c-n’t sy but y2-u w-ro- H-sk>-d. »- th-nk - h>-d b-tt)-r
-t -t mysH-If b-cH-us- "m nH)-t wH-Il >-n my h--1th I)-t)-ly.

H>- w>-nk»-d »-t St-ph=-n »-nd, r-pl>-c>-ng th>- d>-shcH>-v>-r, b»-g>-n
- -t g -n.

Tha-r) w»-s = s>-12-nc) wh-1"- h)- H-t)-. Th>-n h>)- s»-d:

—W-II n-w, th- d-y k-pt up f-n- H-ft)-r H-1l. Th-r>- wH-r)- pl>-nty
- str-ng-rs d>-wn tH--.

N-b-dy sp-k2-. H)- s9-9-d »-g>--n:

— th-nk th>-r)»= wH>r> mI>+r) strngHrs dIrwn th)-n [)-st
Chr)-stm»-s.

H>- ID-9-k)-d r-und -t th)- Hth-rs whr-s) fFcHs wHr) bd-nt
t>w-rds th-2-r pl=-t>-s »-nd, rH-cH--v>>ng n>- r-ply, wHr->-t>-d f-r »-
m>-m>-nt H-nd s>>-d b)-tt)-rly:



—W-Il, my Chra-stm=-s d2-nn>-r h}-s b>->-n sp>->-1"-d H-nyh>-w.

—Th2=r) c-uld b= n>=2-th"-r luck n-r gra-c-, DH>-nt>- s»+>-d, H»-n »-
h2-us>- wh>-r>)- tho-r)- »-s n)- r-sp>-ct f>-r th- p>-st)-rs »-f th>- church.

Mr D2-d"-lus thr-w h»)-s kn-f>- -nd f)-rk n"->-s2>-ly »-n h>}-s pl»-t)-.

—R>-sp-ct! - s9)-d. s -t F)-r B>-lly w-th th)- I9-p -r f-r th>)- tub
»-f guts up »-n P»-rm=>-gh? R»>-sp-ct!

—Pr2-nc>-s »-f th- church, s--d Mr C-s-y w>-th sl»-w sc-rn.
—L-rd L-2-tr)>-m’s c-2-chm=-n, y»-s, s9+>-d Mr D>-d>-lus.

—Th-y ) th- LH-rd’s H-n»>-nt)-d, DH>-nt)- sH»>d. Th-y H-r) »-n
h=-n"-ur t9- th"-r cH-untry.

—Tub »-f guts, s7-2-d Mr D»-d»-lus c--rs-ly. H>- h>-s »- h-ndsH>+m»-
¢, m2-nd y>-u, H-n r-p-s7-. Y>-u sh-uld s~ th)-t f-11=-w ["-pp-+-ng
up h=s b~c-n »-nd c-bb>-g>- - »- cH-Id wH-nt>-r’s d>-y. >~ J»-hnny!

H>- twh-st>d ho-s f»)-turd-s Hnt> > grr-m>-cr Hf hrDHvy
b-st--12-ty -nd m=>-d>- - 1"-pp-ng N5 w-th h>-s [H-ps.

—R»>lly, S»m>-n, y?>-u sh?d-uld n>-t spP>k thd-t wiry bI»-frr)-
St-ph>-n. H-t’s n)-t rH-ght.

—, -’11 r»=m>»mb>-r -1l th-s wh>-n h- gr)-ws up, s>>-d DI-nt)-
h>-tly—th=~ I’-ngu>-g=- h>= h=>-rd »-g>--nst G>-d »-nd r>-17-g>->-n »-nd
pra->-sts -n h>-s »-wn h>-m»-.

—L-t h>m r-m=>-mb>-r t--, cr--d Mr C-s>-y t h=>-r fr-m »-cr--ss
th=- t9-bl»-, th"- [9-ngu>-g>- w-th wh>-ch th)- pr)-»-sts »-nd th>)- pr)-»-sts’
p»-wns bra-k- P-rn>-11’s h”->-rt »-nd h-und»-d h>-m H-nt>- h>-s gri-v>-.
L>-t h2=m r-m=>-mb-r th>-t t-- wh>~n h>~ gr)-ws up.

—S»-ns H-f b-tch-s! cr--d Mr D>-d>-lus. Wh>-n h- w>-s d»-wn th>-y
turn-d H-n h>m t> b)-try h>m Hnd r-nd h>»m Dk r)-ts H-n »»-
S»FwWH-r. Lywi-va-d d2-gs! »-nd th-y -2~k H-t! By Chr)-st, th)-y -~k
!

—Thay b»-h>-v>-d r-ghtly, cra->-d D>-nt)-. Thy H-b>y>-d th)>-»H-r
b>-sh>-ps H-nd th>»-r pr-»-sts. HH>-n»-ur t)- th>-m!

—W-I, -t H-s pH-rfd-ctly dr--dful t)- sy tho-t -t >-vH-n f-r H>-n>)-
d2-y -ntha- y>-2-r, s--d Mrs D>-d>-lus, c-n w- b~ fr--- fr-m th>)-s)-
dra-"-dful d»-sput-s!

Uncl?>- Cha-rl»-s r->-s9-d h>-s h-nds m»-ldly »-nd s»-»-d:



—C»m> nHw, crm> ndw, crm>- n>w! CHrn wH n)-t h-v)- H-ur
»-p-n>ns wha-tvI-r th)-y H-r- w-th>-ut tho-s b>-d t>mp>-r »-nd
th=)-s b>-d I-ngu=-g=>-? -t st b>-d sur)-ly.

Mrs D»-d»-lus sp-k=- t>- D-nt>)- »-n »~ [H-w v->-c- but D>-nt>)- s»>-d
[D-udly:

—» Wl n)-t s>y n)-th-ng. > wHIl d>-f>-nd my church -nd my
r-1-g>->n wh)-n Dt s Hnsult>+d H»nd spHt >+n by r>nI)-grd)-
co-th>-1»-cs.

Mr C-s9-y push’-d h»-s pl»-t> rud>-ly »-nt> th m-ddl»- H-f th)-
t-bl"- »-nd, r-st>-ng h-s H-1b>ws b)) ho-m, sH->-d Hn - h-)-rs)-
v--C)- t- h)-s h)-st:

—T>11 m=, do=d - )11 y-u th-t sth-ry H-b-ut = vI-ry fm>-us sp-t?

—Y»-u d?-d n»-t, J»-hn, s9->-d Mr D-d>-lus.

—Why th>-n, s2--d Mr C-s2-y, -t s = m-st »-nstruct}-v>>- st-ry. H-t
h>-pp>-n>-d n>-t I-ng g~ H-n th> cFunty W-ckln-w wh-r- wH H-r)-
n)-w.

H»- bry-k»- »-ff »-nd, turn?-ng t>-w>-rds DH»-nt>-, sH»+->-d wH-th qu->-t
»-nd>-gn-t>--n:

—-nd - mH>-y -1l yD-u, m>-">+m, th)-t )=, H-f y>-u m>»->-nm>-, >mn>)-
r-n-g>-d>- c)-th)-19-c. > >+m > cH-th>)-19-c »-s my fH-th)-r wo-s H-nd
h-s f)-th>-r b>-f>r) h>»m »-nd h)-s f>th>-r b>-f>r)> h>-m H-g>->n
wh>-n w>- g=-v>- up »-ur I9-v>-s r-th>-r th-n sH-11 H-ur F-»-th.

—Th?= m?2=r?- sh=m»~ t9- y?-u n)»-w, DH-nt>- s»+>-d, t9- spH>>k H-s y?>-u
d>-.

—Th»)- st?-ry, J»-hn, s»>-d Mr D»-d>-lus sm>-1")-ng. LDt us h>-v>- th)-
st-ry »-nyh>-w.

—C»-th)-19-c Hnd>>-d! rrpH>>t>+-d DH>Fnt> Hrrnd)cHlly. Th)-
bl-ck»-st pra-t-st-nt H-n th>- IP-nd w»-uld n>-t sp>->-k th>- I-ngur-g>-
2~ h-v>- h->-rd th>-s »-v>-n>-ng.

Mr D>-d>-lus b>-g>-n t- swry h>-s h>->-d t9- »-nd fr)-, cr>n>ng
[9-k»- - c-untry s9-ng»-r.

— »m n> pr-tFst-nt, > >l yI-u Hg>Hn, sH+>+d Mr CHs)y,
flush-ng.

Mr D»-d»-lus, st-1l cra-"-n="-ng H-nd sw>-y>-ng h>-s h»->-d, b»>-g>-n t)-
s-ng »-n D~ grunt>»-ng n>-s>-1 tH-n>-:



>, cr-mo- eall yD-u R»-m»>-n cH-tha-19-cs
Th-t n-v»-r w-nt - m»-ss.

H»- -k up h?~s kn?-f> 2-nd f>-rk »-g>->-n »-n g»>->-d hum=-ur H-nd
-t t)- -)-tng, sHy>-ng t> Mr CH-s)-y:

—L -t us h2-v>- th- st-ry, I»-hn. H-t wH-Il h"-1p us t>- d-g-st.

St»-ph-n [D-)-k>-d w-th H-ff-ct>>-n -t Mr CHs>y’s ¢ wh»-ch
st-r)-d F-cr¥-ss th- t-bl>- H-v>-r h)-s j->-n>)-d h)-nds. HH- I)-k>-d t)-
-t n>=-r h-m -t th- £)-r)-, ->-k>-ng up Ht h>-s d-rk f->-rcH- f-c)-.
But h»)-s d-rk »-y>s w>-r- n-v>-r f--rc)- H-nd h-s slH-w v-»-c)- wh-s
g >-d ) D-st-n t-. But why w-s h)- th-n H-g>--nst th)- pr)-)-sts?
B»-c-us?- D>-nt»- must b~ r)-ght th>>-n. But h>~ h>>-d h>->-rd h>-s fH-th>-r
sy th)-t sh- w-s - sp»2-12-d nun H-nd th>-t sh>- h)-d c>m>- H-ut H-f
th>)>- c-nv>)-nt -n th>- H11"-gh>-n>>->-s wh>-n h-r bro-th>-r h>>-d g>-t th>-
m>-n>-y fr-m th~ sH»vI>gI>s f-r th>- tr-nkI-ts »-nd th»- ch»>n>>-s.
P-rh=-ps tha-t m>-d>- h>-r s-v>-r) »-g>->nst PHrn>-1l. »-nd sh- d>-d
-t [D-k)- h-m - pl-y wH-th H=)-1->-n b)-cH-usH> HH+1"->n wHs >
pra-t-st-nt H-nd wh>-n sh>- w>-s y>-ung sh- kn=-w ch>-ldr>-n th>-t us»-d
- plo-y w-th pra-t-st-nts »-nd th=>- pro-t-st-nts us-d t- m--k=- fun H-f
tho- I-t-ny »-f th>)- BI)-ss-d V-rg=>-n. T w2 - vty th)-y usH-d -
¥y, Hp-us - 2-f G-d! HY-w c)-uld - wH»-m»-n b - t»wH-r H-f HvI-ry
-1 - h-us?- >f g-1d? Wh>- w-s r)-ght th>-n? H-nd h>- r»-m->-mb>-r>-d
th=- »-v>n=>-ng H-n th)- H-nf>-rm>>-ry H-n Cl-ng>-w»-s, th>- d>-rk wH-t)-rs,
th- I-ght Dt th>~ p2>--rh>-2-d H-nd th> m>>-n H-f s»rrd3w fr-m th»)-
p>-2-pl»- wh>-n tho-y h>-d h>-2-rd.

H=>-12->-n h>-d [9-ng wh)-t> h>-nds. H-n> HvI-n)-ng wh>-n pl)-y>-ng
t9-g sh”~ h»-d put h?-r h’-nds H-v>-r h’-s »-y>-s: I7-ng »-nd wh>-t>- »-nd
th>>-n »-nd c»-1d H-nd sH-ft. Th-t w-s H-v>>-ry: - c)-Id wh>-t>)- th-ng. Th-t
WS th- ma»=-n-ng H-f THwHr H Hviry.

—Th= st¥ry s va-ry sh-rt H>-nd swH>t, Mr CHs>y sH»+>-d. >t w)-s
»-n>- d)-y d>-wn 2-n H-rklDw, - c)-ld b)-tt-r d>-y, nH-t 19-ng b
th=- ch->-f d>-2-d. M2~y G>-d h>-v> m»-rcy »-n h>)-m!

H>- cl-s2-d h-s -y>s w--r>-ly »-nd p»-us>-d. Mr D>-d>-lus t>->-k »-
b»-n>- fr»m h-s pl-t> H-nd t-r> sH+m> m>>-t frr-m >t wh-th h)-s
t)-"-th, s?»-y>-ng:

—B>-r h2- wa-s k2-117-d, y»-u m>--n.

Mr C-s-y »-p>-n>-d h)-s »-y»-s, s>gh>-d »-nd w-nt »-n:



—-t w-s d>-wn -n Hrki-w H-n>)- dry. W= wH-r)- d-wn th-r)- -t
= m--t)-ng F-nd H-ft>)-r th> m>->+t)ng w-s H-v>-r wd- h-d t mH>-k>-
H-ur w-y - tho- r--lw"-y st-t>->-n thri-ugh th>- cr)-wd. Such b>}->-»-ng
H-nd b>»>ng, mH*n, y>-u n>vIr h=->rd. Thy c>lIDH-d us Il th)-
n>m>-s H-n th» wHrld. WHII th-r> w-s »-n> Ild ID-dy, »nd >
drunk’»n -Id hd-rr-d>n sh) wds surrly, tha-t p>>d -l h)r
H-tt-nt->-n - m>-. Sh>- k-pt d>-nc)-ng »-17-ng b>s>+d> m>- H-n th)-
mud b2>-wl?-ng H-nd scr->m=>-ng Fnt>+ my fH-c-: Pr-sthunt-r! Th-
P -1 -5 Funds! Mr F-x! K-ty +-’Sh)-»-!

—-nd wh>-t d-d y?-u d>-, J9-hn? »-sk>-d Mr D-d"-lus.

—= -t hod-r b-wl »-wH-y, s9--d Mr CH-s>-y. -t w-s - c-Id d»-y H-nd
t- k>2-p up my h2--rt >~ h>-d (s>vI>ng y»-ur pr)-sH-nc>-, m>»">m) »-
qu-d H-f Tull>m=-r- »-n my m=-uth -nd sur)- >~ cH-uldn’t sy »- w>-rd
“»-n H-ny ¢ s> b-cH)-usH>+ my m-uth w>-s full H-f t-b-ccd- jur-c)-.

—W-Il, J»-hn?

—W-IL. = -t hd-r b-wl -whr-y, t= hd-r h-)-rt’s c-nt-nt, K-ty
#-"Sh-2--nd th- rH-st H-f -t t>-1l K-t ID-st sh)- cH-lI9-d th)-t [H-dy »-
n»m=- th-t H= wH-n’t sully th-s Chra-stm>-s b>->-rd nHr y>-ur »->-rs,
m>=">»m, n-r my »-wn 1)-ps by r-p>->-t>-ng.

H»- p2-us-d. Mr D2-d>-lus, I2-ft3-ng h>-s h>->-d fr-m th>- b)n>)-,
»-sk-d:

—-nd wh>-t d»-d y?-u d>-, J>-hn?

—D»-! s9-2-d Mr C?-s-y. Sh»- stuck h»-r ugly H-Id f-c- up -t m»- wh>-n
sh?= s9-9-d -t »-nd D h>-d my m»-uth full H-f t>-b>-ccH- jur-c)-. »- bH-nt
d>-wn t- h>-r »-nd Phth! s9-ys 2~ t)- h>-r -k~ th)-t.

H>- turn-d H-s-d=>- »-nd m=>-d>- th>)- H-ct H-f sp>-tt)-ng.
—Phth! s2-ys 2~ t3- ha-r 1=k~ tho-t, r-ght -nt)>- h)-r H-y»>)-.

H>- cl?-pp=-d h»-s h-nd t)- h-s D~y H-nd gV >~ h>-)-rsH- scr-»m
»-f p>--n.

—= Jsus, MAry »nd J»sph!s»ys shd-. »'m blnd»d! »"m
bl»nd-d »-nd dr»-wnd»-d!

H>- st»-pp-d »-n »- -t H-f cH-ugh"-ng H-nd [H-ught-r, rH-p>->-t>-ng:
—-'m bl-nd»-d Hnt-rHy.

Mr D»-d>-lus 1")-ugh»-d I?-udly »-nd I~y b?-ck »-n h?-s ch?->-r wh>)-1)-
uncl)- Cha-rl?-s sw2-y>-d h}-s h>->-d t9- »-nd fr)-.



D-nt) -k »+d tIrrd-bly Hngry nd r»-pr>-t>+-d whd)-ID>- th)y
["-ugh»-d:

—V2ry n-c)-! H¥-! VH-ry n)-c)-!
-t WS -t n)-c)- -bH-ut th- sp-t H-n th» wrm=-n’s H-y>-.

But wh-t w-s th- n-m>)- th w>m=-n h-d c)-11)-d K>-tty »-’Sh)-)-
th-t Mr Co-s2-y w>-uld n)-t rm-p>->-t? H»> tho-ught »>-f Mr CH-s)y
w-lk"-ng thr)-ugh th”- cr)-wds H-f p>-2-pl>- >-nd m>-k>-ng sp>>-ch>-s
fr-m - wr-g-n)-tt-. Th-t wo-s wh-t h- h-d b>>-n »-n pra-s-n fH-r
»-nd h2= r>Fm>mb-r)-d th-t »-n>- n)-ght SHrg>->-nt »-"N>->-1l h>-d
c-m- t9- th)- ho-us>- »-nd h-d st->-d H-n th>- h>-11, t>-1k>-ng »-n »- 1w
v--c)- w-th h-s f-th>-r »-nd ch>-w>-ng n>-rv>>-usly »-t th>- ch>-nstr-p
-f h-s c)-p. H-nd th>-t n)-ght Mr C»-s-y h>-d n>-t g»-n>- t»- Dubl»-n by
tr)--n but - ¢)-r h)-d c>m>- t9- th»- d>>-r H-nd h>- h>-d h->-rd h)-s
f-th>-r sy s-m-th=-ng »-b>-ut th- CH-b-nt)->-ly rH-»>-d.

H>- w-s f-r D-r)-12-nd H-nd P>-rn>-1l H-nd s w>-s h)-s f-th>)-r: »-nd
S w-s D-nt)- t-- f)-r )-n)- n-ght -t th>- b>-nd »-n th>)- H-spl>+-n>)-d)-
sh”- h>-d h>-t & g>nth>m>n Hn th) h)»>+d wIth h)r umbr)-11)-
b-c?-us)- h- h-d t)-kI>-n H-ff h»-s h>-t wh>-n th>- b)-nd pl>-y>-d G>d
s v - th - Qu2-2n H-t th)- H-nd.

Mr D>-d»-lus g-v=>- 2= sn>-rt H-f c-nt>+-mpt.

—>-h, J»hn, h) s»+>d. >+t Hs tru)> r th-m. W Hr) n
unf-rtun>-t pro->-str-dd>-n r-c- -nd HlwI-ys w-r) H»nd Hlw>-ys
w11 b= t-11 th- -nd H-f th- ch>-pt)-r.

Uncl®- Ch-rl?-s sh}--k h?-s h"-2-d, s*»-y>-ng:

— b-d bus?-n>-ss! - b>-d busH>n>-ss!

Mr D»-d»-lus r-p>»->-t>-d:

—) pra--str-dda-n GH-dfH-rs¥-k>-n r-cH-!

H>- p--nt)-d t)- th p-rtr)->-t H-f h-s gr-ndf>-th>>-r H-n th>- wH-ll
t)- h-s r-ght.

—D» y?-u s~ tho-t »-Id ch-p up th’-r?>-, J>-hn? h>- sH>-d. HH> w>-s
- g-)-d r>shm>-n wh-n th>-r)F wHs n- m>nr-y »-n th- j>b. H)-
WS c-nd>-mn=-d t- d>->-th »-s - wh>-t--b>-y. But h»- h»-d »- s2-y>-ng
H-b-ut H-ur clH-ry-cHl fr-"-nds, th)-t h- wH-uld nF-vI-r [H-t F+n) H-f
th>»m put h>>-s tw>- -t und>-r h»-s m>-h>-g>-ny.

D>-nt>- bra-k>- »-n H-ngr-ly:



—>f W Hr)- = pra--str-dd-n r-cH> wH DH-ught t9- b~ prr-ud H-f
Ht! Thy H+rd th- Fppl>- Hf GH-d’s Fy>-. T-uch thm n»t, s)ys
Chr-st, f-r th-y Hr-th)- HpplH- 2 My Dy >

—-nd c-n W Nt I-v- H-ur cH-untry th-n? H-sk>-d Mr CH-sH-y. H-r)-
W= n-t - F-11-w th»- m-n th-t w-s b-rn t- [9--d us?

—) tr-t)r - h)-s c-untry! r-pl¥--d DI-ntd-. > tr-)-tr, Hn
H-dult)-r)-rl Th» pro->-sts w>-r> rr-ght t>= »-b>»nd>n h)»m. Th)-
pro--sts w-r)- H-lw-ys th)- tru- fr-"-nds H-f H-r)-I1"-nd.

— WA thd-y, F-2-th? sH+3-d Mr CH-sy.

H»- thr)-w ho-s st »-n th)- t>bl>- H-nd, frr-wn>-ng H-ngr)-ly,
pra-trud>-d H-n>- f-ng>-r H-ft>-r >n>)-th>-r.

—D»-dn’t th- b-sh>-ps - HrI>-1"-nd b>-tr-y us H-n th>- t+-m>- H-f th>)-
un=>=-2-n wh>-n B>-sh>-p L-n>-g>-n pr-sH-nt>-d »-n H-ddr-ss H-f I)-y>-Ity
t)- th- M>-rqu>-ss CH-rnw>-11"-s? D-dn’t th- b>)-sh>-ps -nd pro->-sts s>~
th=- P-sp-r-t>--ns H-f th>-2-r cH-untry -n 1829 »-n ra-turn f-r c)-th>-1"-c
»-m=-ncH-p-t)--n? D>-dn’t th-y d-n>-unc- th>- -n>--n m>»-v>+m=>-nt
fr-m th- pulp?-t »-nd »-n th- cH»nfIFss»>n b>+x? »-nd d)-dn’t th)y
d>-sh>-n>-ur th- »-sh>-s H-f TH>-r>-nc>- B>-l1">-w M»-cM»-nus?

H>-s f-c)> w»-s gl=-w>-ng w>-th »-ng=-r H-nd St>-ph>-n It th- gl>-w
r-s- - ho-s »-wn ch>--k »-s th>- spr-k>+n w»-rds thr-l11"-d h>-m. Mr
D>-d"-lus utt?-r-d »- guff>w »-f cH--rs»- scH-rn.

—-, by G-d, h2- cr)--d, - f-rg>-t ID-tt1- H-1d P>-ul Cull¥-n! >-n-th>-r
F-ppl>- > GH-d’s H-y»H-!

D»-nt>)- b)-nt »-cr-ss th- t9-bl>- H-nd cr->-d t> Mr CH-s)-y:

—R»-ght! R-ght! Th=y w-r) »~lw>-ys r-ght! GH-d H-nd mH>-rH>-I»H-ty
»-nd r-19-g>>n cFm>)- fI-rst.

Mrs D-d=-lus, s7--2-ng h>-r H-xcH-t>+m=I-nt, s>>-d t>- h>)-r:

—Mrs R-)-rd>-n, d-n’t H-xcH-t)- y»-ursH-If H-nsw>-r--ng th»m.

—G»-d »nd r-12-g>->-n b HvH-ryth-ng! DH>-nt>- crr->-d. GH-d
H-nd r-19-g>->-n bH»-FI-r)- th)- w-rld.

Mr CH-s-y r--s)-d h)-s cl?-nch=-d f-st »-nd bro)-ught -t d>-wn »-n th>)-
t>-bl»- w>-th 9~ cr)-sh.

—\V>-ry w11 th-n, - sha-ut>-d h--rsH-ly, H-f Dt c+-m=-s t- th-t, n>)-
G»-d )1 »-r)-1"-nd!

—J9-hn! J-hn! cra-»-d Mr D»-d»-lus, s*--z"-ng h?-s gu-st by th- cH->-t
sP»-v>)-.



D>-nt)- st-r)-d H-cro-ss th)- t-bl>-, h>-r ch->-ks sh>-k>-ng. Mr CH-s>-y
struggl?-d up fr>-m h>-s ch?-2-r »-nd b>-nt »H-cr)-ss th>- t-bl>- t>w>-rds
h»-r, scr-p-ng th>)- »--r fr3-m b>-fr)- h>-s H-y>-s w-th »-n- h>-nd »-s
th-ugh h»- w-r)- t3--r)-ng »-s»-d> - c)-bw>-b.

—N»- G-d -1 »-r)-1"-nd! h- cra->-d. W~ h»-v>- h»-d t9-- much G>-d
»-n H-rH-1-nd. >wH>y w-th G>-d!

—BI-sph>-m»-r! D-v>-1! scr)->-m=-d D>-nt)-, st)-rt-ng t- ho-r fH-)-t
2-nd H-Im»-st spH-tt-ng H-n h-s fH-c)-.

Uncl?- Cha-rl-s »-nd Mr D»~d»-lus pull?-d Mr C-s?-y b2-ck »-nt>- h)-s
ch2-r H-g>--n, t>-lk>-ng t9- h-m fr-m b-th s»-d-s rH->s»+n>-bly. H)-
st-r)-d b>-f)-r>- h>-m H-ut H-f h-s d>-rk fl-m=>-ng H-y»-s, r-p>>-t>-ng:

—>wWH-y w-th GH-d, P~ sP-y!

D»-nt>)- sh-v)-d h2-r ch?-2-r v)-2-1)-ntly H-s3-d>- »-nd 19-ft th>- t>-bl>-,
ups”H-tt-ng h-r n)-pk>-nr--ng wh»-ch r-11"-d sl»-wly -1")-ng th- c)-rp>-t
»-nd c>FmD> ) rst g >Hnst th)- >+t Hf H+n H»Hsych»>r. Mrs
Da-d>-lus r-s- qu-ckly »-nd f-11-w>-d h-r tw>H-rds th- d>-r. H-t
th- d)-2-r D>-nt>- turn’-d rH-und v>->-I12-ntly »-nd sh-ut>-d d>-wn th»)-
r=m, ha-r cho--ks flush--d »-nd qu-v>>-r>-ng w>-th r-g»-:

—D»v -1 H-ut H>f h-IIl W wH»n! W= crush>-d h>-m t> d-»-th!
F>->-nd!

Tha- d>=-r sI-mm»-d b>~h>-nd h»-r.

Mr CH-s)-y, fr---ng h-s H-rms fr}-m h>-s h-I1d"-rs, sudd>-nly b»-w»-d
h>)-s h-2-d »-n h>}-s h=*~nds w»-th =~ s-b - p>->-n.

—P>>r P»-rn-11! ho- cr--d 19-udly. My d>->-d k»-ng!
H3- s9-bb3-d I-udly 3-nd b¥-ttd-rly.

St-ph-n, r>>s)»ng h>s t>red-rstrr-ck»n f-c)-, s»w th-t h)-s
f-th>-r’s H-y>-s w>-r)- full H-f t)-»-rs.

Th= f-119-ws t-1k>-d t-g>-th>-r H-n [D-ttl>- gr)-ups.

»n- 11w s-»-d:

—Th>=y w2 c-ught no->-r th- H>-1l »-f Ly>-ns.

—Wh*- c”-ught th»m?

—Mr GI?-2-s-n »-nd th- m>-n>-st>-r. Th»y w>-r> »-n > cHr.



Th= s-m»- f-11"-w »-dd»-d:

— 119w »-n th)- h-gh>)-r I9-n")- t>-1d m»)-.
FI-m»-ng »-sk»-d:

—But why d>-d th>)-y run »-w>-y, t-Il us?

— kn>-w why, C>-c>-1 Thund=-r s»->-d. B>-c?-us>- th>-y h>-d f>-ck--d
c-sh H-ut H-f th> rH-ct>r’s r->-m.

—Wh»- f)-ck)-d H-t?

—K-ckh"-m’s bro-th>-r. »-nd th>-y -1l w-nt sh-r>-s H-n H-t.

—But th)-t w»-s st>-1")-ng. H)>-w c?-uld th-y h-v>- d)-n>- th-t?

— 2t -t y?-u kn-w H-b>-ut H-t, Thund>-r! W-lIs s?->-d. »> kn>w
why th=-y scut.

—T>-1l us why.

— w-s t-1d n)-t -, WH-lIs s9--d.

—, @ n, Wlls, -1l s9-2-d. Y-u m-ght t>-11 us. W= w-n’t -t -t
»-Ut.

St-ph>-n b-nt fH-rw>-rd h)-s h->-d t9- h>>-r. WH-lIs I)->-k>-d r)-und
) s > HFny>-nd> wH-s c>m-ng. Th-n h- sH->-d s-cri-tly:

—Y-u knw th>= H-1t3-r wHn>- th)-y k>>-p »n th)- pr)-ss H-n th)-
s-cr-sty?

—Y)s.

—W-Il, tho~y dr)-nk th>-t -nd »-t w»-s fH-und »-ut wh>- d>-d »-t by th>)-
sm>-1l. H-nd th)-t’s why th2-y r-n H>-w-y, H-f y»-u w-nt t)- kn)-w.

H-nd th>)- f-11"-w wh>- h-d sp-k>-n f-rst s»-)-d:

—Y s, th)-t’s wh-t - h-D-rd t3-- fr>-m th>)- £-112-w H-n th>- h’-gh>-r
[?-n»)-.

Thd- f-119-ws -1l wHr)- s>-I)-nt. St>-ph>-n st>+>d H>m=ng th)m,
»frr--d ) spr--k, I-stn>-ng. H f-nt sH-ckn-ss H-f HFwH> mH-d>-
h-m -1 w->-k. H)-w c?-uld th-y h2-v>- d)-n>- th»-t? H»)- th-ught H-f
th- d>-rk so-I-nt s-cr)-sty. Th-r> wH-r- d>-rk wr»>-d>-n prr-ss)-s
th>-r- wh»-r)- th- cr)-mp»-d surpl»-c-s )=y qu->-tly f-1d>-d. H-t w>-s
n"-t th~ ch-p>-1 but st>-11 y?-u h~d t9- sp>->-k und>-r y»-ur br)->-th. H-t
w-s = h-ly plo-cd-. HY> r+-m>mb>-r)-d th)- summ>-r H-v>-n>ng h>-
h=-d b>>--n tho-r- t3- b>)- dro-ss2-d »-s b->-th>>-r>-r, th- H>vI>-n>-ng H-f
th=- pra-c-ss-2-n t)- th>)- ID-tt1)- H-ItH-r »-n th wH--d. - str)-ng»- »-nd
h>-ly pl?-c>-. Th>- b~y th>-t h>)-1d th>~ c-ns>-r h-d swung »-t go-ntly t-



»nd fr- nHr thd) d>)r whth th> s)»Ilvd-ry cp ID-ft)-d by th)-
m=-ddl»- ch>=-n t- k)>>p th>- cH>>Is [D-ghtH>ng. Th-t w-s cH-l1D-d
cha-rc-2-1: »-nd -t h>~d burn=-d qu>-»-tly »-s th>- f>-1I"-w h>-d swung »-t
g -ntly »-nd h>-d g-v>n H-ff - w>-k s-ur sm>-1l. »-nd th>>-n wh>-n »-I|
WH-rd- v-st3-d h- hd-d st-d ha-Id>-ng H-ut th- b=t t3- th>- rH-ctH-r
H-nd th~ r)-ct-r h"~d put »- sp>--nful H-f »-nc)-ns»- »-n Pt »-nd »H-t h»-d
h»-ss2-d H-n th>- r)-d c)-)-Is.

Tho- f-11-ws wa-r- t-1k-ng t-g=-th>-r H-n I)-tt1)>- gr-ups h>-r)- »-nd
th>>-r)- -n th- pl>-ygr-und. Th>- f-112-ws s-m>-d t>- h>-m t)- h)-v>)-
gr>-wn sma-119-r: tho-t w-s b>-cH-us> »- spro-nt)-r h>-d kn>-ck>-d h>-m
d2-wn th- d>-y b>fr)-, > -11-w H-ut H-f s>+cH-nd H+f gr--mm»H-r. H)-
h-d b)»2-n thr)-wn by th) B>-II-w’s m)-ch)-n>- [I)-ghtly >n th)-
c-nd>-rp-th »-nd h>-s sp-ct)-cl>-s h>-d bI»>n brr-kIn »n thr->-
p>-cH-s Hnd s>+m> H-f th- gr)-t H-f th- cH+nd>-rs h>-d gH-n>)- H»+nt)-
h=>-s m»-uth.

Tha-t w-s why th)- f-119-ws s9->m=-d t- h-»m sm>=I12-r »-nd f>-rth-r
F-wH-y H-nd th- g=->-Ip>-sts s~ th-n H-nd f)-r H-nd th>- sH-ft gr)-y sky s~
h=-gh up. But th)-r w>2-s n)- pl)-y H-n tho- f>-tbh>-Il gr)-unds -r
cr-ck -t w-s c-m>-ng: H-nd s>+-m>- s)--d th-t B>-rn>-s wH-uld b)- pr)-f
»nd sF+m> sFHd >t wHuld b FIrwH-rs. Hnd Il HFvHr th)-
pl»-ygra-unds th=y w-r)- pl»-y>-ng r-und>-rs H-nd b>-wld-ng tw-st)-rs
-nd [9-bs. >nd fr-m h>-r)- -nd fr-m th>-r?- cm»- th>- s2-unds »-f th>)-
cr-ck-t b-ts thra-ugh th)- s)-ft gra-y »--r. Th-y s»>-d: po-ck, pH-ck,
p-ck, puck: I)-ttl- dr-ps - w-t>r H-n »- fH-unt)--n sl-wly f-11"-ng
2-n th- br>-mm>-ng b>»-wl.

H-thy, wh- h~d b)--n s2-12-nt, s9-)-d qu)-H-tly:

—Y>-u >-r> >l wr-ng.

-1l turn-d t>w>-rds h-m H»->-g>-rly.

—Why?

—D»- y»-u kn-w?

—Wh»- t-1d y»-u?

—T-l us, H-thy.

H-thy p>»nt>-d H-cr¥-ss th) plrygr-und t> whH>r> SH+mHn
M>=-n>n wds wHlk>ng by h>+msH»If kd-ck>ng - stH»n> bI>fHr)-
h>-m.

—sk h-m, h- s»--d.

Th- f-11-ws [9-)-k>-d th>-r)- »-nd th”-n sP»»-d:



—Why h?-m?
—>s )= -n Ht?
H-thy I-w-r-d h)-s v->-c>- H-nd s-»-d:

—D»~ y?-u kn?-w why th-s2- f-11"-ws scut? H- wII t>-1l y»-u but y?-u
must n-t -t H-n y>-u kn>-w.

—Tl us, H-thy. G- -n. Y-u m-ght >-f y>-u kn)-w.
H>- p-us>-d f-r > m>-m>-nt »-nd th-n s>>-d myst>-r->-usly:

—Th>~y w2-r)- c)-ught wo-th S»m=>-n M>->-n>-n -nd Tusk>-r B>-yl»-
»-n th=- squ=-r>- »-n>- n)-ght.

Th- £3-119-ws 19-)-k>-d »-t h»m »-nd F-sk>-d:
—C»~ught?

—Wh»-t d>--ng?

H-thy s2->-d:

—Smugg»-ng.

11 th- F)-11)-ws w-r)- s-1)-nt: )-nd F-thy sH-)-d:
—-nd th>-t’s why.

St-pha-n I--k-d H-t th)- f-c)-s - th- F)-11)-ws but th-y wH-ro- H-li
[-2-k>-ng H-crd-ss thd- plH-ygra-und. HH- wH-nt)-d t9- H-sk sH+-m>-b>-dy
»-b-ut H-t. Wha-t d)-d th>-t m>->-n »-b>-ut th»- smugg=-ng »-n th>)-
squ-r>-? Why d>-d th- f-v>)- -11D-ws H-ut »-f th>- h>-gh>-r I7-n>- run
FwH-y -1 th)-1? 2t w-s - jo-k>-, h»)- th)-ught. SH+m=>-n M>->-n>-n h-d
n)-c) cl?-th’-s H-nd H-n)> nI)-ght h>- h>-d sh>wn h>m > bI-ll H-f
cr->my swh--ts tha-t thd- f-119-ws H-f th- F-tbH-Il H-ft>->-n h)-d
r»-11%-d d»-wn t) h)»m H-I2-ng th> cHrpH-t H»-n th» mH)-dd)»- H-f th)-
r-f-ct>-ry wha-n h”- w>-s 2t th- d>->-r. >t w-s th>- n)-ght »-f th)-
m»-tch »-g>->-nst th>- B-ct>-v> RI>-ng>-rs H-nd th>- b1l w>)-s m=)-d»- just
[9-k>>- ) r-d H-nd gra--n H-ppl>- Hnly H-t H-p>-n>-d H»-nd -t wh-s full H-f
th"- cr->my sw>-ts. >nd H>+n> dI>y Byl h)-d s)»>d th)-t Hn
-12-ph>-nt h-d tw>- tusk=>-rs -nst--d H-f tw>- tusks H-nd th>-t w=-s why
h- w>-s c-11"-d Tusk>-r B>yl but s»-m>- f-112-ws c-11"-d h>»-m L>-dy
Byl b-c)-usH- h»- wa-s H-lw-ys -t h-s n--Is, pH-r-ng th-m.

»=9-19->-n h-d IH-ng th>-n ¢~ whd-t>- h-nds -2 b>-cH-us>- sh)-
w-s = go-rl. Thay wa-r- 1=k vr-ry; H-nly so-ft. Tha-t w-s th)-
m-n)ng HFTHwHr 2 Hvrybut  prrtdstrnts  c-uld  na-t
und>-rst>nd -t »nd m>d>- fun Hf Ht. H»n> dry h> h)-d st>>-d
b-s-d> ho-r [D-)k>+ng Hnt)- th- h)-t>1 grr-unds. > wr--t>r wh-s



runn=>-ng up - tr->-1 H-f bunt>-ng »-n th- fI-gst>-ff H-nd H- X t>rr--r
WS sc-mp>-ro-ng t- »-nd fr- D-n th>- sunny I»-wn. Sh- h>-d put h>)-r
h=»-nd H-nt- h>>-s p>-ck>-t wh>-r>- h>>-s h--nd w>-s »-nd h- h>-d -1t h»-w
c?--1-nd th-n »-nd s-ft h>-r h-nd wH-s. Sh- h2-d s-2-d th-t p-ck>-ts
w>-r)- funny th-ngs t- h~v)-: »-nd th>-n -1l H-f - sudd>-n sh>- h>)-d
bra-k-n H~w>-y H-nd h2-d run [9-ugh”-ng d>~wn th- sl?-p>-ng curv)- H-f
th?- p-th. H)-r f--r h-2-r ho-d str)»>m=-d H-ut b>-h>-nd h>-r I-k--
g?-1d 2-n th- sun. THwH+ 2 v pry. HA-us»- 2 G-Hd. By th)-nk-ng H-f
th>>-ngs y»-u c»~uld und=-rst?-nd th>-m.

But why =-n th"- squ-r>-? Y>-u w>-nt th>-r>- wh>-n y»>-u w>-nt>-d t)- d»-
s>-m»>-th>-ng. -t w-s -1l tho-ck sl-bs H-f st »-nd wH-t>-r tro-ckl>-d
11 d-y H-ut >f t)-ny pnh>-12-s H-nd th-r)> w-s > qur->-r sm>Il H-f
st-19- w-t-r th-r"-. H-nd b>-h>-nd th- d>->-r H-f H-n>- - th)- clH»-sHts
th-r- w»-s - dr-w=-ng 2-n r-d p>-ncH-1 H-f - b>>-rd>-d m>»n »-n »-
R>»-m»-n dro-ss w>-th 2~ bro-ck »-n »->-ch h>»nd »-nd und>-rn>->-th w>-s
th- n-m»>- H-f th)>- dr-w»-ng:

B Hbus w2-s bu-d »-ng - wAHl.

S*+m>- 119w h-d dr-wn -t tha-r)- f-r > c-d. -t h>-d - funny
- but -t w-s vI-ry -k 2 m>-n w-th H- b>--rd. H-nd »-n th>- w-I1|
- ndth-r ch»s+t thd-r wHs wrd-tt>n H»n bd-ckh>nd Hn
b--ut>-ful wr-t>-ng:

Julus Ceaes 2 wr -t Th - CH Hc - BAHly.

P>-rh-ps tho-t wo-s why th-y wHr)- th-r- b>-cH-ush> >+t whHs >
pl-c> wha-r)- s»m- f-1I9-ws wr-t>- th-ngs fH-r c)-d. But -l th»)-
S>m)- -t wI-s qu--r wh-t H-thy s2->-d »-nd th>- w-y h)- s)--d H-t. )t
wW-s n-t - c)-d b-cH-us>- th-y h>-d run >w>-y. H>- [9->-k>-d w>-th th)-
2-th="-rs »-cro-ss th)- pl2-ygr)-und »-nd b>-g>-n t)- F>--1 H>-fr)-)-d.

-t [9-st FI»-m=-ng s»-)-d:
—-nd W= - Il t3- b~ pun-sh>-d fH-r whd-t H-th-r f-11>-ws d»-d?

— wHn’t crm)- bd-ck, s> Hf ) d)-, CHcH)| Thund)-r sH->H-d.
Thr-2- d-ys’ s9-12-ncd>- H-n th- rH-f-ct)-ry »-nd sH-nd>-ng us up fH-r s7-x
H-nd »--ght Hv>>-ry m>-nut)-.

—Y-s, s7-d WH-IlIs. H-nd »H-1d BH-rro-tt h>-s - n»-w w-y H-f tw-st-ng
th= Nt s th-t y-u c-n’t H-p>n -t »-nd H-1d H-t H-g>->-n t)- s>
h=-w m=-ny f-rule y>-u »-r)- t9- go-t. - wr-n’t c-m»- b-ck tH->-.

—Y>s, s--d CH-c>-| Thund»-r, »-nd th- pro-fI-ct H-f stud>->s w»-s >-n
s?-c>-nd H-f gr>-mm»-r th-s m»-rn=>-ng.



—L -t us gt up - r>b>-11>--n, FI-m>>-ng sH>-d. W1l w»-?

11 th- f-119-ws w-r- s-12-nt. Th- H--r w-s v-ry sm-17-nt H-nd y»-u
c?-uld h=-r th)- cra-ck>-t b)-ts but m»-r)- sl)-wly th"-n b)-f)r)-: pH-ck,
p-ck.

WlIs H-sk>-d:

—Wh»-t »-s g=->-ng t>- b~ d>-n"- t9>- th-m?

—S>-m=>-n M>->-n>-n H>nd Tusk>-r H-r>- go->-ng t>- b~ flr-gg>-d, »-thy
s--d, 2-nd th- F)-112-ws »-n th>)- h--gh>-r I)»-n>- g>-t th>-)-r ch)>->-c) Hf
fl=-gg=-ng »-r b>->-ng HFxp>-11">-d.

—nd wh>-ch »-r) th)-y t-k>-ng? »sk>-d th>- -lI>-w wh>- h>-d
sp>-k>-n f)-rst.

— >l r>  trkrng  Fxpuls>H+n Hxcrpt CHrrrgn,  H-thy
H-nsw>-r)-d. H)-’s g9--ng t9- b)- fl-gg>-d by Mr GlI->-s9-n.

—~ kn>~w why, C»-c-1 Thund=-r s--d. H>- »-s r)-ght 9-nd th>)- H-th>-r
f2-112-ws H-r)- wrd-ng b>-c)-us>- - flH-gg-ng wr-)-rs H-ff H-ft)-r H- bt
but »- 11w th-t h2-s b2-n H-xp+112-d fr-m cH-112-g>- »-s kn=»wn H-lI
h-s - »-n »D-cch-unt H-f H-t. BHs)-d>-s GI->s>n wHn’t fl-g h>-m
h»-rd.

—)t’s b-st H-f h)-s pl»-y nH-t t)-, FI-m=-ng s--d.

—) wH-uldn’t 9=k~ t3- b= SH»+m>-n M>->-n>n Hnd Tusk>-r, CH-cH-I
Thund-r s9-2-d. But = d>n’t b)>-I>->+v> th>y wHIl b) fl)-ggr-d.
P>»-rh>-ps th>-y w1l b~ s-nt up f-r tw-c>- n-n»-.

—N»-, n)=, s9--d D-thy. Th2-y’ll b~th g2-t -t -n th- v-t)-1 spH-t.

W>-lIs rubb-d h-ms>-If »-nd s?--d H-n - cry"-ng v>->-c>-:

—PI--59-, s-1, -t mo- -]

»-thy gr=-nn=-d »-nd turn=-d up th>>- sl>-v>-s »-f h>}-s j>-ck>-t, sHy>-ng:

»+t c-n’t b~ h>-1p"-d;
>+t must b~ do-n>-.
SH- d=-wn w-th y-ur br)->-ch>-s

~-nd H-ut w-th y>-ur bum.

Tha- f119-ws [9-ugh”-d; but h?- -1t th)-t th-y wHr > [I-ttl)-
Hfr-2-d. »n th sH+IH-nc) Hf th- sH-ft gr-y H-)-r h)- h)D-rd th)-
cr-ck-t b-ts fr-m h>-r- =-nd fr-m th>-r?-: p»-ck. Th>-t w>-s »- s»-und
t9- h=2-r but H-f y>-u w-r)- h)-t th-n y>-u wH-uld 21 > p>>-n. Th)-
p-ndyb="-t m=>-d>- - s»-und t9-- but -t I~k tha-t. Th- f)-11-ws s)--d
-t wIs m-d>- H-f wh-12-b>-nd- Hnd I)--th-r wH-th 19-)-d HnsH-d)-:



»nd h>»- wHrnd>r>-d whd)t wHs th) pFH»n k). Thr+r»- wHrr)
d-ff>-r-nt k-nds H-f sH-unds. »- I9-ng th>>-n c>-n>- w>H-uld h>-v>>- - h»-gh
wh»-stl?-ng s?-und »-nd h>~ w-nd>-r>-d wh>-t w>-s tho-t p>--n I9-k>-. H-t
m>-d>- hm sh-v>-ry t- th>-nk »-f H-t »-nd c-Id: H-nd wh>-t »-thy s»->-d
t)--. But wh-t w-s th)-r) t [9-ugh -t H>-n H+t? H»t mH»d> h)m
sh=v>-ry: but tho-t w-s b-c)-us- y-u H+lw-ys It 1=k - shvI-r
wh>-n y>-u I)-t d>-wn y>-ur tr-us>-rs. H-t wr-s th>- s»m»>- »-n th>- b>-th
wh>-n y>-u undro-ss>-d y>-urs>-If. H>»- w>-nd»>-r>-d wh=- h>-d t- I)-t th»-m
d>-wn, th>= m>-st>-r H-r th>- by h>»-ms>-If. - h>-w c>-uld th»-y I9-ugh
F-b-ut -t th)-t wh-y?

H>- I9-2-k2-d 2-t H-thy’s r-11"-d-up sI->-v>-s H-nd knuckly »-nky h>-nds.
H>- h=d r-112-d up h?-s sl?->v>-s t)- sh>-w h>-w Mr GID->-s)-n w>-uld
P>l up ha-s si->-v-s. But Mr GI?-2-s-n h>-d r)-und sh>-ny cuffs »-nd
cl-"-n wh)-t)- wr)-sts »-nd f)-tt}-sh wh>-t>- h-nds »-nd th- n>)--Is H-f
th»-m w>-r)- [9-ng H-nd p>->-nt-d. P>-rh)-ps h- pH-rI-d th-m t-- |-k~
L»-dy B>-yl>-. But th=y w>-r>- t3-rr)-bly I2-ng H-nd p>->-nt>-d n)->-Is. S»>-
I9-ng »-nd cru’-1 th’-y wa-r?- th)-ugh th>~ wh>-t- f~tt-sh h-nds w>-r)-
n>-t cru’-1 but g-ntl?-. »-nd th>-ugh h>- tr>-mbl>-d w>-th c-Id »-nd fr)-ght
t)- th=-nk »-f th>~ crum-I I-ng n>->-Is »-nd »-f th>- h>-gh wh»-stl»-ng s»-und
»-f th- c-n)- -nd H-f th- ch>-Il y>-u -1t H-t th>- »-nd Hf y>-ur sh>-rt
wh>-n y>-u undr-sso-d y>-urs-If y=-t h- -1t - 2-1"-ng >t qur->H-r
qu-2-t pl>->sur)> Hns>-d> h»rm t> th-nk H-f th)- whr-t)- fH-tt>)-sh
h)-nds, cI?--n »-nd str)-ng »-nd g-ntl>-. H-nd h>- th-ught H-f wh>-t CH-c»H-I
Thund>-r h2>-d s->-d; th>-t Mr GI9-2-s>-n w>-uld n>-t fl-g C-rr)-g->-n
h=-rd. »-nd FI-m>-ng h>-d s--d h>- w>-uld n-t b>)-c?-us> -t w-s b-st
H-f h-s pl7-y n?-t t9-. But th-t w-s n»)-t why.

H- v-)-c)- fry-m f-r »-ut »-n th)- pl>-ygr-und cr)->-d:

—>1l »-n!

“-nd H-th>-r v>>->-c»-s cri-»-d:

—=11 9-n! »-1l H-n!

Dur-ng th?- wr)-t9-ng I>-ss?-n h) s>t wH-th h)-s »-rms f-ld>-d,
[7-st)-n"-ng t)- th>~ sID-w scr-p>-ng H-f th> p-ns. Mr H-rf»-rd w-nt t)-
»-nd fr>- m>-k>ng I-tth>- s-gns -n r-d pr-ncH+-l H-nd sHFmH>-t>+m>-s
s-tt-ng b-s-d»- th- by t)- sh>-w h>»m h>-w t>- h>-Id h>-s p>-n. H)-
ha-d tr>->-d t- sp-ll »-ut th>- h>->-di=-n> -r h>ms>-If th)-ugh h>-
kn»-w H-Ir->-dy wh>-t >t wrs fr >+t whs th)> st H+f th)
b--k. Z-H wthut prudHnc- »s 12k »- shp Hdrt But th)-



[D-n2-s - th) -tt-rs wH-r)- -k £>n>- »-nv>-s>-bl»- thr)---ds »-nd
-t w-s H-nly by cl)-sH-ng h>-s r-ght F-y>- t-ght »-nd st>-r)-ng F-ut H-f
th- ID-ft H-y>- th)-t h)- c)uld m>»-k> 2-ut th)- full curv)-s H-f th)-
c-pH-t)-L.

But Mr H?-rf>-rd w»-s v»)-ry d>-co-nt H-nd n-v>-r gt H-nt)- > wH-x. -l
th=)- »-th>-r m»-st>-rs g=>-t H»-nt>- dr->-dful w>-x>-s. But why w»-r>- th)-y
t9- suff)-r f-r wha-t f-119-ws »-n th"- h>»-gh>-r [9-n>- d>-d? W>-lIs h)-d
s>-d tho)-t th-y h)-d drunk s>m=- H-f th)- -1t>r wH-n>- H-ut H-f th)-
pro-ss »-n th- s-cro-sty H-nd th>-t »-t h->-d b>->-n -und »-ut wh>- h>-d
d>-n=- »-t by th sm»-Il. P>-rh>-ps th>-y h>-d st>-1")-n > m>-nstr>-nc)- t>)-
run H-w>-y w>-th H-nd s>l -t s>+m=>wh»>-r>-. Th>-t must h>-v>- b>->-n »-
t)-rr-blD- s9-n, t3- g -n th-r)- qu--tly -t n)-ght, t>- »-p>-n th)- d-rk
pra-ss -nd st>->-1 tho- fl-sh)-ng g»-Id th>-ng »-nt»- wh-ch G>-d w>-s put
»n th)= Hlt>rr Hn th>- m>-ddi»- >+ fI>wHrs »-nd cHndlHs -t
b-n-d>-ct>>n wh>-1>- th> »-ncHns>» wnt up »-n clH-uds »-t b>-th
s2-d=-s s tho- 112w swung th>- c-ns>-r »-nd D>m=>-n=-c K>-1ly s-ng
th=- f)-rst p-rt by h-=ms>-If »-n th>)- ch->-r. But G?-d w»-s n>-t H-n -t H-f
cH-urs?>- wh-n th)-y st~ H-t. But st~ »-t wH-s »- str-ng?>- »-nd >
gro--t s9-n H-v-n t- t)-uch H-t. H>- tho-ught H-f H-t w-th d>->p Hw>-;
- t>rr-bl»- H-nd str)-ng>- sH-n: -t thr-1I"-d h>-m t9- th-nk H-f H-t H»-n
th>- s-12-nc>- wh>-n th>>- p>>-ns scro-p=-d I7-ghtly. But t- dr--nk th>- >-1t>-r
w-n- F-ut H-f th>- pr-ss H-nd b~ fH-und F-ut by th>- sm>-1l wHs H> sHn
t)--: but -t ws n -t t>rr-bl)- »H-nd str-ng>-. -t Hnly m>-d> y>-u
-1 - )-tt>- sH-ckd-sh H-n H-ccr-unt H-f th>- sm>-1l H-f th) wHn»)-.
B2-c)-us?» »n th) dI>y wh>n h)> h)>d mH>d)> hI»s fFrst h)-ly
c»mmun>-2-n H-n th)>- ch”-p>-I h- h)-d shut h)-s H-y>-s H-nd H»-p>-n>-d
h-s m»-uth »-nd put »-ut h=-s t>ngu>- H~ [H-tt1)-: »-nd wh>-n th>- r)-ctH-r
ha-d st-)-p>-d d>-wn t)- g»-v>- h)>-m th>- h>-ly c>mmun>->-n h>- h>-d
sm-It - P-nt w-ny sm-11 H-ff th- r-ctd-r’s bra-»-th H-ft)-r th- wn>-
- th- m-ss. Th- wH-rd w-s b->-utd-ful: wH-n>-. >t m>-d»- y>-u th-nk
T do-rk purpl?- b>-c-us>- th>- gr-p>-s w>-r)>- d>-rk purpl?- th>-t gro-w
2N Gr--c)- H-uts)-d>- ho-us-s k> wha-t)- t-mpl-s. But th)- f-)-nt
sm-1l H-f th r»-cthr’s brr>-th h)-d m>-d> h>rm > » s)ck
f->12-ng H-n th> m>rn+-ng H»-f h-s fH-rst crmmun>->n. Th)- dry H+f
y2-ur f¥-rst c-mmun=->-n w-s th- h"-pp>->-st d>-y »-f y»-ur I»-f>-. »-nd
H-nc- - 1t -F g-nd-r-Is ho-d D-sk-d N2>»-p>-12->-n who-t w-s th)-
h-pp>--st d>-y H-f h)-s -, Th)-y th>-ught h- wH-uld s~y th)- d>-y h>)-



W-n s=m- gr--t b)-ttl- H-r th)- d>-y h) wd-s m>-d>- -n H»mp>-r)-r.
But h- s->-d:

—G-ntl>m>-n, th- h)-ppH->-st d>y Hf my - wd-s th>- d)y Hn
wh»-ch 2= m>-d>- my f>-rst h--ly c-mmun=--n.

F-th-r »-rn>-1l c>-m=- »-n H-nd th>- LH>-t>-n 1-ss2-n b>-g>-n H-nd h>-
rm->nH-d st-1l [9->n>ng Hn th- dIsk wI-th h-s H-rms fH-1d>-d.
F-th"-r D-rn)-1l g2-v>- H-ut th- th-m=>-b>->-ks H-nd h)- s9--d th)-t th)-y
W= sc-nd>-12-us H-nd th-t th-y waH»r- Il - b wrh-tt)-n H-ut
“»-g=--n w>H-th th>- cH-rr-ct->-ns »-t »-nc>-. But th-- wrH-rst H-f H-1l w»-s
FI>-m»-ng’s th-m»- b-c-us>- th)- p-g=-s w>-r)- stuck t-g»-th>-r by »-
bIm-t: »-nd F-th>)-r H-rn>-11 h>-1d -t up by - c>rn>-r »-nd s»->-d >t wH-s
-n F-nsult - H-ny mI>-st)-r t)- sH-nd h>-m up such - th>-m>-. Th)-n h)-
»-sk-d J-ck LH>-wt>n t> d)-clH-n> th) nrunmPr->nd JH-ck
L-wt-n st-pp>-d -t th- H-blH-t>-v> s»+ngul?-r H-nd cP-uld n)-t g~ Hn
w-th th>- plur)-1.

—Y>-u sh-uld b H-shd»m>-d Hf yH-ursHIf, s»>-d FH-th-r H-rmH-Il
sty-rnly. Y>-u, tho= I--d>-r »-f th- clD-ss!

Th-n h"~ P-sk>-d th"- n-xt b~y »-nd th- n)-xt H-nd th-- n>-xt. N>-b-dy
kn-w. F2-th)-r ==l b-cr-m=>- vo-ry qur->-t, m>-r)» H>nd mI*r)
qu>>-t »-s »->-ch by tr->-d - »-nsw>-r »-t »-nd cH-uld n>-t. But h)-s
¢ w-s bI-ckl--k>-ng H-nd h)-s »-y>-s wd-r)- st)-r)-ng th>-ugh h-s
v--c» wrs ) qu--t. Th-n h)- sk »-d FI-m=>-ng »-nd FlI»»-m>-ng
s9--d th>-t th- w»-rd h>-d n)- plur)-1. F-th>-r »-rn>-1l sudd>-nly shut th»-
b=~k »-nd sh>-ut>-d -t h>»-m:

—Kn)>--1 H-ut th-r)- Hn th- m)-ddI)- H-f th- cl)-ss. YH-u H-r)- H>-n)-
H-f th)- H-dID-st b>ys > H-vHr mI-t. CHpy H-ut y?-ur th-m=>-s H-g>->n
th>)- r)-st >-f y»-u.

FI-m»-ng m>-v>)>-d ho=)-v)-ly H-ut H-f h)-s pl=-c- »-nd kn>-1t b>-tw>>->n
tho- tw)- ID-st b-ncha-s. Th)> H-th)-r brys bInt HvIr thrH-r
th-m>-b>->-ks -nd b>g>n t> wrrt>. »> s>+I»ncH> f-11)-d th)-
cl-ssr»m -nd St)-ph>-n, gl’-ncHng t>Fm-dly H-t FH-th)-r H»-rmH>-II’s
d-rk ¢, s»w tho-t >t w-s D= -t r)-d fr-m th)- w-x h>- w>-s »-n.

W»-s th-t = s-n -r F-tha-r D=1l £ b= H-n D wHX >r w-s h)-
1 w-d t)- g-t H-nt)- - wH-x wh-n th>- b-ys w-r)- »-dI»- b-cH-us>-
th>-t m=>-d>- th>-m study b>-tt)-r »-r w-s h- J-nly I-tt)-ng »-n t)- b»- H-n
2= WHX? -t ws b-cr-usH> h= wH-s HlI-w>-d b>-c)-us) > prr-»-st
w>-uld kn-w wh>)-t »- s9-n w>-s -nd w»-uld n?-t d»- H-t. But )-f h»- d»-d



>t n)- trm> by mst>k wht wHruld h)» dF t> g>r t)
cr-nfrss->n? PHrh-ps h)- wH-uld g> t cFnfrss»>n t> th)-
m-n)-stI-r. >nd H-f th mIn)-st)r dH>-d >t h> wruld g t)- th)-
r-ct-r: H-nd th- r-ct)-r t)- th- pra-v-ncH->-1: H-nd th>- pr-v>-ncH-»-I
t)- th- g -n-r-1 H-f th- j2-su-ts. Th-t w-s c)-l19-d th- »H-rd>-r: H-nd
h- h)-d h)=2-rd hd-s F-th-r sH-y th-t th-y wH>r> -l clH-vI-r mH-n.
Th-y c?-uld -1l h"-v>- b>-c)»m»- ha-gh-up p->-pl>- H-n th)- wH-rld H-f
th-y h>-d n)-t b>-c>Fm»- j-su-ts. H-nd h>- w>-nd>-r>-d wh-t FH-th>-r
-1l H-nd P>-ddy B>-rr-tt wH-uld h-v> b)-c>+m=> »-nd whHt Mr
McGI-d»- »-nd Mr GI-2-s9-n w-uld h?-v>>- b-c»-m»- »-f th-y h-d nH-t
b-c-m»- j-su-ts. -t w-s h-rd t)- th--nk wh>-t b-c-us?- y»-u w>-uld
h-v>- t- th-nk H-f th>-m H-n > dHFfH>r)>nt wry wI-th dH-fH)-rH-nt
c-1-urd-d c-)-ts -nd tr-us-rs »-nd w-th b)->-rds H-nd m=-ust)-ch>-s
-nd d)-ff)-r)-nt k-nds H-f h-ts.

Th- d=)-r H-p>+n>-d qur->-tly >-nd cl?-sPd. P qu-ck wh-spH-r rH-n
thr-ugh th- cl?-ss: th- pra-f-ct H-f stud)--s. Th>-r) w>-s »-n HnstH-nt
-t d-2-d s9-12-ncH- H-nd th>-n th- I»-ud cra-ck H-f »- pH>-ndyb>-t »-n th)-
I)-st d-sk. St»-ph=-n’s ha=-rt I--pt up H-n f>-r.

—>ny bys wHr-nt flo-gg>-ng h>-rd-, Frth-r H>rm>+1? cr->-d th)-
pra-f-ct H-f stud)--s. H-ny I-zy F-dI>- |>-)-rs th-t wd-nt fl»-gg>-ng »-n
th=-s cl?-ss?

H>- c-m»- t)- tho- m-ddI»- »-f th>- clI?-ss »-nd s>w FI-m=-ng H-n h>-s
kn>-»-s.

—H»-h"-1 h)- cr--d. Wh>- »-s th)-s b-y? Why »-s h>- »-n h>-s kn>-)-s?
Wh»-t »-s y»-ur n)-m»-, b)-y?

—FI"»-m»-ng, s-r.

—H">-h>-, FI-m>-ng! H-n H-dID-r H-f cH-urs)-. >~ c)-n s H-t H-n yH-ur
F-y>-. Why H-s h2- H-n h)-s kn s, FI-th>-r H-rn)-11?

—H» wr-t2- - b-d L~t>-n th»-m»-, F¥-th>-r H-rn>-Il sH->-d, »-nd h>)-
m=-ss?-d -l th- qu)-st>--ns H-n gr-mm>-r.

—-f c-urs- h)- d-d! cr--d th- pra-fH-ct H-f stud)->-s, >f cH-urs)-
h=- d>-d! » b-rn H-dI»-r! - c-n s> -t H-n th- cHFrnH-r H-f h-s Hy>-.

H>- b-ng>-d h»-s p>-ndyb»-t d»-wn »-n th>>~ d>-sk H-nd cro->-d:
—Up, FI»-m»-ng! Up, my b»-y!

FI=-m»-ng st=->-d up slm-wly.

—H»-1d H-ut! cr)-"-d th- pr)-f-ct H-f stud>-)-s.



FI>-m»-ng h>-1d »-ut h-s h>»nd. Th> p>-ndyb»-t c>m=>- d>-wn »-n H-t
w»-th 2= I-ud sm=-ck>-ng s»-und: H-n>-, tw>-, thry-»-, f-ur, fH-v)-, sH-x.

—»~th>-r h-nd!
Th>= p-ndyb=-t c-m=- d=>-wn 2-g>--n »-n s»x I"-ud qu-ck sm=-cks.
—Kn--1 d»-wn! cr3-2-d th?- pr-f-ct H-f stud>--s.

FI?-m»-ng kn>-1t d»-wn, squ-2-z"-ng h>-s h-nds und>-r h>-s »-rmp>-ts,
h>-s f-c)- crntH-rt-d w»-th p>--n, but St>-ph>-n kn>-w h>w h»>-rd h»-s
h>-nds w>-r)- b>-c>-us>- FI>-m=>-ng w>-s »-Iw>-ys rubb>-ng r)-s>-n H-nt>)-
th--m. But p-rh=>-ps h>- w>-s =-n gr->-t p->-n -r th- s »-f th)-
p-ndyba-t w-s t-rr-bld-. St»phd-n’s h)--rt wHs b»>t»ng »-nd
flutt>-r>-ng.

—-t y>-ur w-rk, -1l H-f y>-u! sha-ut)-d th>- pr)-f-ct H-f stud>->-s. W>-
w-nt )= 1-zy H-diD- 1-rs h-r)-, 19-zy H-dI»- -ttt sch»m>-rs. H-t
y-ur wa-rk, = -l y)-u. F-th)-r D>-19-n w1l b~ H-n t s> y»H-u
vty Ay, F-tho-r D-19-n w11 b= H-n t>-mH-rr)-w.

H>- p>-k>-d »-n>- -f th)- b>-ys H-n th>- sH-d> w>-th h-s p>-ndyb>-t,
S)»-y"-ng:

—Y-u, b»-y! Wh-n w>-Il F-th>-r D>-12-n b)- 2-n »-g>->-n?

—T»mAred-w, s-r, $»-d T»m Furl-ng’s v ->-c»)-.

—T>m-rr-w -nd t>mHrr>-w H-nd t>m>-rr>-w, sH--d tho- pra-fH-ct
- stud>>s. M>-k>- up y>-ur mH-nds fHr th-t. HFvIrry dr>y FH-th)-r
D-19-n. W=t »-w>-y. YD-u, by, wh- H-r)- y»-u?

St-ph=-n’s h="-rt jump=-d sudd>-nly.

—D»-d"-lus, s9-r.

—Why 2-r)- y>-u n)-t wro-t)-ng -k~ th)- H-th-rs?
—)...my...

H»- c2-uld n2-t sp--k w»-th fr)-ght.

—Why s h2= no-t wr)-t-ng, F-th>-r H-rm>-11?

—H»- br-k>- h-s gl-ss2-s, s3>-d FH-th-r H-rn>-1l, >-nd - »-x>mpt>)-d
h2>»m fr-m w>-rk.

—Br-k>-? Wh»-t J-s th>>-s = h»->-r? Wh-t »-s th>-s? Y>-ur n)>-m»- »-s?
s-2-d th- pra-f-ct H-f stud>-)-s.

—D»»-d»-lus, s9-r.

—-ut h=r)-, D>-d>-lus. LD-zy I9-ttl")- sch-m»>-r. »- s> sch>»m»-r H-n
y>-ur f-c-. Who»-r>- d>-d y»-u bro->-k y»-ur gl»-ss»-s?



St»-ph>-n stumbl>-d H-nt)- th> m>-ddl»>- »>-f th)- cl?-ss, bl-nd>-d by
f2-r -nd h)-st)-.

—Wh»-r- d?-d y?-u bra-"-k y»-ur gl?-ss-s? r-p>>-t)-d th)- pra-fH-ct
- stud)->-s.

—Th»- c-nd»-rp»-th, sH-r.

—H=">-h>-1 Th>~ c>-nd>-rp>-th! cr->-d th>- pr-f>-ct »-f stud>>-s. >
kn>-w th>-t tro)-ck.

St>»-pho-n I-ft-d h2-s Hy>s >n wHndI)-r H>nd sH+w fH-r > m*+-m>-nt
F-th=>-r D>-17-n’s wha-t)-gr--y n>-t y»-ung f-c>-, h=-s b»-ldy wh>-t>-gr>-y
h-2-d w-th fluff -t th)- s)dIs Hf Ht, th) st>>+l rFms H>+f h)-s
sp-ct¥-cl»s Hnd h>s n)-cHIH-ur-d H>y>s I>kIng thrr-ugh th)-
gl-ss?-s. Why d>-d h>- s9-y h- kn=-w th--t tr--ck?

—L-zy H»-diD>- -t >l cr--d th)- pr-fr-ct H-f stud>-)-s.
Br-k>- my gl»)-ss-s! H-n H-1d sch>->-1b>-y tro)-ck! »-ut w»-th y=>-ur h>-nd
th=-s m-»-m»-nt!

Stph-n cl>-s>+d hds H»y>»s H>nd h)-Id Hut H>n th) H»I)r h)s
tr-mbl?-ng h>-nd w»-th th”>- p>-Im upw>-rds. H>- f)-It th- pry-f-ct »-f
stud=->+s t-uch H-t f-r »- m>»m=-nt -t th>- -ng=-rs t)- str--ght-n -t
»>-nd th-n th)= swa-sh H-f tho- slH->»v> Hf th)- sH-ut>+n) s th)-
p>-ndyb>-t w>-s [D-ft--d t- str)-k>-. - h>-t burn»-ng st>-ng=-ng t>-ngl>-ng
bI-w [k~ th>- I9-ud cro-ck H-f - br)-k2-n st-ck m=»-d>- h»-s tr)-mbl>-ng
h-nd crumpl?- t)-g>-th)-r [D-k> - [D->f >n th) fH-r>: Hnd I+t th)-
s9-und H-nd th= p>>n scH>+ldH>+ng trs wHrd dr-vHn H>+nt> h)s
»y»-s. H>s wha-1- b-dy w-s sho-k>-ng w>-th fr)-ght, h»-s »-rm w»-s
sha-k=-ng =-nd h>-s crumpl>-d burn=-ng [?-v>-d h>-nd sh>->-k I2-k»- »-
[--59- [--f »-n th>- H-)-r. H- cry spra-ng t>- h>-s I-ps, H- pra-y>-r t>- b)-
[t »-ff. But th”)-ugh th~ t-2-rs sc>-ld>-d h)-s Fy>-s H>nd h>-s I»-mbs
qu-v>-r>-d wa-th p2->-n »-nd fr)-ght h)- h-Id b-ck th>- h-t t9>-rs »-nd
th- cry th-t sc-1d”-d h-s thr)-»-t.

—-th"-r h"-nd! sh)-ut"-d th»- pr)-f>-ct H-f stud>--s.

St-ph>-n dra-w b»-ck h»-s m»>->-m»-d »-nd qu>-v>-r>-ng r>-ght »-rm »-nd
h=-1d »-ut h=>-s I)-ft h-nd. Th>- sH-ut>n>>- slo->-v>- sw-sh>-d H-g>->-n s
th>- p>-ndyb>-t w>-s I>-ft>-d -nd > ID-ud cr)-sh>-ng s?>-und »-nd >
f-rc)> m)-dd)-n)-ng t>+ngld-ng burn-ng p>>n mI*+-d> hI)s h)nd
shry-nk t>-g>-th>-r w>-th th»- p>-Ims >nd fH+ngHrs »n » [Hv)-d
qu-v>-r-ng m-ss. Th- scH-ld>-ng w>H-t>-r burst f-rth fr-m h>-s H-y»-s
»-nd, burn=-ng w>-th sh=-m+- »-nd J-g--ny H-nd f>->-r, h>- dr)-w b>-ck h>-s



sh-k>-ng »-rm »-n t>-rr)-r »-nd burst »H-ut H-nt>- »- wh>-n>- »-f p>>n. H>-s
b-dy sh>-2-k w»-th =~ p>-Isy »-f fr-ght =-nd »-n sh>>»m»- »-nd r>-g>- h>-
-1t th"- sc-ld>-ng cry c>m=- fr-m h>-s thr)->-t H-nd th)- sc?)-ld»-ng
t)-2-rs -11"-ng H-ut H-f h>-s H-y>>-s »-nd d>-wn h>-s fl»m=>-ng ch>--ks.

—Kn»-9-1 d>-wn, cra-7-d th”- pra-f-ct H-f stud>--s.

St»-ph=-n kn>-It d=»-wn qu=-ckly pr-ss»-ng h=>-s b>->-t>-n h>-nds t>- h>)-s
s-d»-s. T th-nk »-f th-m b>->-t)-n »-nd swH-l1"-n w>-th p>>-n 1l »-n
2= m>m>-nt mI»-d> h-m -1 ) s+rry -r th»-m s H-f th)-y wH-r)-
-t ho-s H~wn but sH-m>->-n> H-Is>-’s tho-t - -1t so-rry f-r. »-nd »-s
h- kn"-It, c-Im=>-ng th>~ )-st s)-bs »-n h-s thr->-t H-nd F>>-1")-ng th)-
burn’-ng t>ngl>-ng p>->-n pr-ssH-d H-nt- h)-s s»+d>-s, h>- th)-ught H-f
th"- h-nds wh»-ch h?- h’-d h-Id »-ut -n th~ »--r w>-th th>- p»-Ims up
»-nd H-f th)- -rm t)-uch »-f th- pr-f)-ct H-f stud>->-s wh>-n h»- h>-d
st>-d>->-d th>- sh)>-k>ng fH»ngHrs Hnd H-f th) b>>t>+n swHllH-n
r¥-dd>-n"-d m=-ss H-f p-Im H-nd f>-ng=-rs th -t sh»->-k h>-Ipl>-ssly »-n th»-
.

—GH-t -t y>-ur wH-rk, H-1l H-f y2-u, cr>->-d th- pr-f-ct H-f stud>->-s
fr-m th)- d=2-r. F-th-r D)-19-n w1l b} H-n H-vI-ry dIy t s> H-f
-ny by, ny [D-zy H-dI- [D-ttl- 1--)r w-nts fl-gg-ng. >-vI-ry d)-y.
FVvI-ry d)-y.

Th>- d>->-r cI?-s2-d b>-h>-nd h>-m.

Th>- hush=>-d cl?)-ss c-nt>-nu>-d t- cH-py »-ut th>- th-m>-s. FH-th)-r
-1l r»-s9- fr3-m hd-s st -nd wH-nt »-m=>-ng th>-m, h>~Ip>-ng th>-
b-ys w-th g=-ntl»)- w>-rds »-nd t>-11"-ng th>-m th>- m=-st>-k=-s th>-y h>-d
m>-d=-. H)-s v=-c) w-s v-ry go-ntl?- »-nd s9-ft. Th>-n h>- r-turn>-d
t)- h-s st H-nd s>)--d t9- FI*»-m>-ng »-nd St>-ph>-n:

—Y>)>-u ma-y r-turn t- y>-ur plo-c)-s, yH-u tw)-.

FI-m»-ng »-nd St)-ph>-n r)-s>- H-nd, wH-lk)-ng t- th-r s))-ts, st
do-wn. St)-ph>-n, scH-riH-t wo-th sh-m=-, H>p>+n>d > b>>»k qu-ckly
w-th -n)- w2~k h--nd 2-nd b>-nt d>-wn up>-n Ht, h-s f-c)- clH-s>- t)-
th>- p=»-g»-.

-t w-s unf>--r H-nd cru?-1 b>-cH-us- th- d>-ctH-r h=-d t9-Id h»-m n>)-t
> r->-d wH-th)-ut glH-ss>-s H-nd h> h>-d wr-tt-n h»-m>- t> h)-s
f-th"-r th-t m>-rn)-ng t3- s>»-nd h=>>m >~ n>w p>--r. H-nd FI-th>-r H-rn>-ll
h-d s9-2-d th"-t h)- n)-"-d n>-t study t-1l th>- n")-w gl?-ss?-s c>m=>-. Th>-n
t>- b= c-lI"-d - sch»m»-r b-)r>- th- cl»)-ss »-nd t- b~ p>-nd>->-d
wh>-n h>- H-lw>-ys go-t th)- c-rd fr f-rst H-r s>-cH>+-nd »H-nd w>-s th)-



[9--d>-r - th- Y>-rk>-sts! H>-w c)-uld th- pr)-f)-ct H-f stud>->-s kn-w
th=-t -t w>-s »- tro-ck? H>- -1t th>- t-uch »-f th- pro-f)-ct’s fH-ng»-rs »-s
th"-y h~d st--d>-2-d h?-s h»-nd »-nd H-t f)-rst h)- h>-d th-ught h"- w>-s
g>--ng t9- sh-k>- h"-nds w>-th h»-m b>-c?-us»- th>- f-ng>-rs wH-r>- sH-ft
~-nd f-rm: but th»-n »-n H-n H-nst>-nt h- h-d h->-rd th- swH-sh »-f th)-
sP-ut)n>- si»>+v> nd th)- cr-sh. >t wds crud-l Hnd unfr>Hr t)-
m-k>- h>-m kn>-2-1 »-n th»- m>-ddi- H-f th)- cl)-ss th)-n: H-nd FH-th)-r
-1l h)-d t9-1d th=>»m b>-th th>-t th>-y m»-ght r-turn t9- th>-»-r pl»-c>-s
wH-th="-ut m>-k>>-ng H-ny d>-ff>-r>-nc>- b>-tw>->-n th--m. H>- [D-st>-n»-d
t- F-th -r H-rmH-1I’s I9-w H-nd gH-ntl)- v --cH- s ho- cH-rrd-ctH-d th)-
th-m»-s. P>-rh)-ps h>»- w>-s sH-rry n=-w »-nd w>-nt>-d t- b>>- d>-c>-nt. But
-t w-s unf->-r »-nd crum-1. Th- pro-f-ct H-f stud>->-s w»-s - pr-»-st but
th-t w>-s cru”-1 »-nd unf>->-r. >-nd h>s wh>-t>-gr)-y f>-c»- H-nd th>- n»)--
c-1-urd-d Hy>-s b>-h)-nd th)- st rH-mm>-d spr-ctH-clhs wHr)-
cru’-1 I9-9-k>-ng b-c)-us?>- h>- h)-d st>>-d>>-d th> h)-nd fHrst wH-th
h-s f-rm s2-ft f-ng>-rs H-nd th>-t w-s t- h-t -t b>-tt)-r H-nd 1-ud>-r.

—-t’s - st¥-nk>-ng m>->-n th>-ng, th-t’s wh-t H-t s, s9--d FI-m=-ng
H-n th- c)-rrd-d>-r »-s th- cl)-ss)»s wHr)- p-ssH-ng H-ut H-n -1 t)-
th- r-f)-ct¥-ry, t> p-ndy - f-11-w f-r wh-t -s no-t h)-s fH-ult.

—Y>u >y br-k> y>ur gl-ssHs by -ccr-d-nt, d)-dn’t y»-u?
N»-sty R»-ch=- »-sk>-d.

St>-ph>-n -1t h"-s h--rt f>-11"-d by FI»-m»-ng’s w>-rds -nd d-d n)-t
»-NSwH-T.

—-f c)-urs?- h- d>-d! s9--d FI?-m»-ng. >~ w>-uldn’t st)-nd »H-t. »-’d g~
up H-nd t>-11 th- ra-ct>-r H-n h-m.

—Y*>s, $>>-d CHc-| Thund>-r »->-g>-rly, »-nd - sHw h>»m |)-ft th)-
p-ndyb>-t H-v>-r h-s sh-uld>-r »-nd h>-’s n)-t H-11>-w>-d t>- d)- th)-t.

—D»~d th-y hurt y?-u much? N»-sty R»-ch=- »-sk»>-d.

—V»-ry much, St-ph>-n s»->-d.

—> w2-uldn’t st-nd H-t, FI-m»-ng r-p>->-t>-d, fr-m B>-ldyh>->-d H-r
F-ny -th-r B-ldyh>->-d. H-t’s - st+nk>-ng m>->n >w tr)-ck, th)-t’s
wha-t -t -s. »-’d g str->-ght up t- th>- r-ctH-r »-nd t>-11 h--m »-b»-ut
-t »-ft-r d>-nn>-r.

—Ys, d)-. Y, d>-, s>>-d CHcH-| Thund-r.

—Y>s, d>. Y>s, g up >nd t>-l th)- r-ctHr H-n h>»m, D>-d>-lus,
s9>d N»-sty RH>-ch?-, b)cHus?> hd» s»>-d th)-t h>-’d cH+m> Hn
t>m>-rr)-w H-g>->-n »-nd p>-ndy y»-u.



—Y s, y»s. Tl thd- ra-ct-r, D1l sH--d.

F-nd th-r> wrr)» sH+-md> P»1-ws H-ut Hf sH-cH+nd Hf grF-mmH-r
[9-st-n2-ng H-nd H-n> H-f th}m s)-d:

—Th?= s=n"-t>- -nd th> R>m>>-n pH->-pl»- dI-clH-rH-d th-t DH>-d>-lus
h-d b--n wr-ngly pun--sh»-d.

-t w-s wrd-ng; -t w-s unf>->-r -nd crum-I; H-nd, s h>- st »-n th»)-
r-f-ctd-ry, h- suff-r)-d t>m>- H-ft)-r t-m>- H>-n m>+m-ry th>- s»m--
hum»>=12--t>>-n unt>-1 h>- b)-g>-n t- w-nd>-r wh>-th>-r »-t m»-ght n)-t
r>=-1ly b~ tho-t th-r- w-s s9-m=-th--ng »-n h)-s fH-c> wh-ch m»-d»-
h-m 19k -k~ = sch’m>-r >-nd h>- wHsh>-d h>- h)-d » [I-ttl)-
m>-rro-r t9- s9--. But th»-r)- c?)-uld n?-t b>)-; »-nd -t w>-s unjust H-nd cru>-I
“»-nd unf-»>-r.

H>- c?-uld n?>-t H->-t th- bld-ck)-sh f)sh fr-ttrs th)y gHt Hn
Wa-dn=-sd>-ys H-n Lo-nt -nd H-n>- Hf ho-s p-t-t->s h>-d th>- m>-rk
- th)- sp-d>- -n H-t. Y5, - wa-uld d>- wh-t th>- f>-11"-ws h--d t-1d
h-m. H>~ w>-uld g2~ up ?-nd t-1l th~ r-ct>-r th"-t h>- h>-d b>->-n wr)-ngly
pun’)-sh”-d. - th-ng I~k th>-t h>-d b>+>n d»n) bI»Ff>+r> by
S>Fm>-b-dy 2-n ha-std-ry, by sH+-m=- gro->-t pH-rs-n wh-s- h>->-d w>-s
2-n th>- b>-)-ks H-f h-st)-ry. »-nd th- r)-ct>-r wH-uld d>-cl?-r)- th)-t h)-
h-d b?>-n wr)-ngly pun?-sh)-d b?-c)-us¥> th)- sH»+n)t> H>+nd th)-
R»=m>-n p>--pl- HIwd-ys dd-cl?-r)-d tho-t th» m>-n wh>)- d>-d th-t h)-d
b>--n wr-ngly pun’-sh>-d. Tho-s- w>-r) th>- gr->-t m>-n wh>-s)-
N>-m=-s w>-r>- -n RH>-chm=-1 M>-gn>-11’s Qu-st>--ns. HH-st>-ry w>-s H-li
»-b>-ut th-s>- m>-n »-nd wh>-t th-y d>-d »-nd th-t wIs wh-t PH>-t-r
P-r1)-y’s T-12-s »-b>-ut Gr->-c» »nd RIFm> wH-r) Il »-b)-ut.
P>-t)-r Prl-y h»-msH>+If wHs -n th>- fH-rst pH-g> H-n > pI-ctur)-.
Thd»=r)» w-s 2 r->)-d v I-r » h)»->-th wH-th gr)-ss »-t th)- sH-d>- H-nd
[9-tth)- bush}-s: -nd P>-t}r PH-rl>-y hd)d > br->d h)t Prk> )
pra-t-st-nt m>-n>-st-r H-nd - b>-g st-ck »-nd h>>- w>-s w-lk--ng f)-st
2-17-ng th"- r->-d t9- Gr)--c> H>-nd RH>-m~)-.

-t wd-s H-)-sy whd-t h)- h)-d t)- d)-. D1l h>- h>-d t- d> ws wh)-n
th>)- d>-nn>-r w>-s »-v>>-r »-nd h>- c»m=> D-ut »-n h>-s turn - g~ »n
w-1k>-ng but n>-t H-ut t- th> c-rr-d>-r but up th=- st>->-rc-s>- »-n th)-
ro-ght th>-t [9)-d t9- th>- c-stl»-. H»- h"-d n»-th=-ng t9- d>- but tho-t; t)- turn
t)- th)- r)-ght »-nd wH-lk f)-st up th>- st>+>-rc-s> Hnd Hn h)>-If »-
ma-nut>- h>- w-uld b~ -n th- ID-w d>-rk nd-rr-w c-rr)-d>-r tho-t I)-d
thro-ugh th>- c)-stl- t)- th)- r-ct)>-r’s r->-m. >-nd H-v>-ry f-11)-w h>-d
s)-d th)-t 2t wrs unf>>-r, >vIn th> -lID-w H-ut Hf sH-c)-nd H-f



gry-mm>-r wh>- h>-d s2->-d th>)-t H-b»-ut th>- s-n>-t>- -nd th>- R»m»-n
p--plH-.

Wha-t w-uld h-pp>-n? H>- h=--rd tha- f-11"-ws H-f th- h-gh-r I-n>)-
sty-nd up H-t th- t-p H-f th r-f>-ctrry H-nd h>->-rd th>->-r st)ps »-s
th-y c»m)- d>-wn th- mI-tt)-ng: P>-ddy R>-th H-nd J>+mmy M»-g>->-
»-nd th)- Sp>-n>->-rd H-nd th- PH-rtugur-s> H-nd th)- fH-fth w-s b>-g
CH-rr)-g”-n wh) w>-s g->-ng t3- b fl-gg>-d by Mr GI->-s»n. Th-t
w-s why th=- pro-f-ct H-f stud>->-s h>-d c)-11"-d h>-m »- sch>m»>-r »-nd
p>»-nd>->-d h>»m fr n)-th-ng: H-nd, str->-n-ng h>s wH>k »y>s,
t>r-d w-th th- t>2rs, h)- wHtch>-d b>g CHrrr-gr-n’s brr->-d
sh-uld>-rs -nd b>-g h>»ng=-ng bl»-ck h>->-d p»-ss-ng »-n th>- f-19)-. But
h2- h2-d d>-n")- s»m=-th>-ng H-nd b>-sH>+d>s Mr GIH->s>n w>-uld n -t
fI=-g h>-m h>-rd: »-nd h>>» rH-m>-mb>-r>-d h->-w b>-g C>-rr-g>-n I"->-k>-d
“-n th>- b)-th. H> h>-d sk-n th>~ s2»-m>~ c)-I12-ur s th>- turfc-1"-ur)-d
b-gw-t>-r »-n th>- sh>-lI">-w »-nd H-f th>- b>-th »-nd wh>-n h> w>-lk»>-d
-12-ng th>- s9-d)- h>)-s -t sI-pp>-d [H-udly »-n th>- wH-t t>-17-s H-nd H-t
H-VvI-ry st9-p h-s th-ghs sh--k H- [D-tt1)- b-cH-us?H h)- wh-s fH-t.

Thd rf)ctdry wds h)-If Hmpty H-nd th) f-l11>-ws wIr) st)-ll
p-sso-ng H-ut H-n 1. HH>- cH-uld g~ up th)= st>-rc)-s» b>-cHr-us>h-
th=>-r- WS n v D= pr-»-st H-r »- pra-fH-ct H-utsm-d»- th>- rm-f-ct)-ry
d>-2-r. But h)- c?-uld n>-t g?>. Th)> r-ctr wH-uld s>-d> w>-th th)-
pra-f-ct H-f stud>--s »-nd th>-nk -t w>-s - sch->-1b>-y tr)-ck »-nd th>-n
th"- pr)-f)-ct -f stud)->-s wa-uld cH»m=>- n HvIry d)y th)> s>Fmd-,
H-nly H-t wo-uld b w-rs9- b)-cH-us? h> w-uld b~ dry->-dfully w-xy
-t ny 119w g>-2-ng up t9- th r-cth-r H-b>-ut h»-m. Th> fH-11)-ws
h>-d t9-1d h”-m t)- g~ but th)~y w>-uld n2-t g~ th>-ms>-lv>-s. Th-y h>-d
f-rg-tt)-n -1l H>-b>-ut H-t. N)-, H-t w-s b)-st t)- f-rg>-t H-1l »-b)-ut H-t
»-nd pH-rh)-ps th)- pr-fH-ct H-f stud>>-s h-d Hnly s»>-d h) w>-uld
crma= n. N, >t wh-s bd-st t9 h)-d>- J-ut H-f th)- wIy bI>cH-us)-
wh2-n y»-u w-r¥ sm>-ll H-nd y?>-ung y>-u c?-uld H-ft>-n »-scHp>- th>-t
wW-y.

Th= f-112-ws -t h-s t9-bl»- st--d up. H>- st--d up H-nd p-ss-d H-ut
“»-m=-ng th-+-m »-n th>- -1-. H>- h>-d t>- d>-c)-d>-. H>- w>-s cr-m>-ng
n>=>-r tho- d>->-r. >-f h>- wH-nt H-n wH-th th- f-11"-ws h>- c)-uld n»-v>-r
g~ up t- tho= r-ct>-r b-c>-us?- h>- co-uld n>-t [->-v>>- th>- pl>-ygr>-und
f-r th-t. »-nd H-f h) w-nt H-nd w-s p>-nd>->-d Il th>- s>m~- H-1l th>)-
-11"-ws w-uld m»-k>- fun »-nd t-1k »-b>-ut y»-ung D>-d»>-lus g?>--ng up
t- th= r-ct-r t- t-1l »-n th pr-f)-ct - studH>->-s.



H>- w»-s w>-1k>-ng d>-wn »-1"-ng th>- m>-tt}-ng »-nd h>>- s>w th>)- d>--r
b= h2-m. Dt wr-s »-mp>-ss>-bl>-: h>- cH-uld n)-t. H)- tho)-ught H-f
th- b-Idy h->-d -f th) pr-fH-ct H-f stud?>>s wH-th th- crud-l n)--
c-19-urd-d H-y>-s [D--kI>ng H-t h-m H-nd h>- h>-)-rd th)>- v)-)-c) H-f
th=- pra-f)-ct - stud>->-s »-sk>-ng h->»m tw>-c> wh-t h>-s n>+-m=>- w-s.
Why c-uld h>- n2-t r-m=>-mb>-r th=- n-m»- wh>-n h- w»-s t--1d th>- f-rst
t>m>-? W>-s ho- n-t I9-st)-n>-ng th- fH-rst t»m=>- »H-r w-s -t th- m>-k»-
fun H-ut H-f th- n-m»-? Th>)- gr)->-t m>-n »-n th- h>-st)-ry h)-d n>+m=>-s
[~k th-t 2-nd n)-b>-dy m=-d=- fun H-f th-m. -t w-s h-s H>-wn n>-m»-
th>-t h>- sh>-uld h>-v> m>-d>- fun H-f >-f h>- wrnt)-d t> m>-k>- fun.
D-1-n: >t wds ID-k)> th)- nd»m>+ H>+f > wrm>n wh) wIsh)-d
clm-th»-s.

H>- h-d r-"-ch>-d th?- d>--r »-nd, turn’-ng qu>-ckly up t3- th»- r)-ght,
w-1k>-d up th>>- st>»-rs; H-nd, b>->r>- h>- c-uld m>-k> up h>-s m»-nd
t9- c>m- b-ck, h)- h)-d nt>-r)-d th- ID-w d>-rk nd-rr-w cH-rr-d>-r
tho-t I9-d t9- th)- c)-stl?-. »-nd s h>- crd-ss»-d th)- thr)-sh)-Id H-f th»)-
d>--r H-f th> cd»red-dH»-r hd- sH+w, waH-th»-ut turn’-ng h>-s h>->-d t)-
-9k, th-t -1l th)= f-1ws wH-rd- -)-k>+ng H-ft>-r h»-m s th)-y
w-nt f-1"-ng by.

H>- p2-ss?-d »-I17-ng th> n>rr-w dI-rk cH-rr-d>-r, pP-ssH-ng I9-ttlH)-
d>=-rs th-t wH-r)- th= d>--rs »-f th- rH->ms H-f th>- cHF-mmun-ty. H»)-
p>--r-d H-n fr-nt H-f h-»-m »-nd r-ght »-nd 19t thr)-ugh th>>- gl»->-m »-nd
th=-ught th>-t th-s- must b~ p>-rtr->-ts. Dt w>-s d>-rk »-nd s9-1"-nt »-nd
h-s >y>s wI-r wI->-k >-nd t-r>-d w-th t9->-rs s»)- th-t h»- c-uld n>-t
s9--. But h)~ th”~ught th-y w2-r)- th"~ p-rtr)->-ts »-f th~ s9->-nts »-nd
gr-)-t my»n H-f th)- HrdH>r whd wHr) IH->k)ng d>Fwn »n h>m
s>Irntly s h)- pr-ss-d: s»nt HgnH>-t)-us LH>y>-I1"- h>-ld>ng »n
»p>n bk Hnd pHrInt)ng t)- th) wIHrds 2-d MA»rH>m D)
Gl 7-7-m H-n H-t, sH>nt Fra-ncH-s XH-vI->-r pH--nt»-ng t>- h)-s ch-st,
L-r-nz>)- RD-cc> w-th h-s b-rrd-tt)- H-n h-s h--d k> H-n)- H-f
th- pry-f-cts H-f th- I-n"-s, th- thr-- pH-tr)-ns H-f h-ly y>-uth, sH->-nt
St»n"-sl)-us K-stk)-, sH--nt H-12-ys>-us GH>-nz>-g=- »-nd BlI-ss»-d J>-hn
B>-rchm»-ns, H-1l w>-th y»-ung f>-c»-s b»-c»-us>- th>-y d>-»-d wh>-n th)-y
w-r- y>-ung, >+nd F-tha-r P>-t>r K-nny s-tt+-ng +n = chrH-r
wr2-pp=-d »-n »- b>-g cl--k.

H*- c»-m»- D-ut H-n th)- I)-nd>-ng H-b>-v>>- th- Hntr>-ncH h>-1l H-nd
[9->-k>d -b>-ut h’>-m. That wH>s whd>r» HH>»m>-Ilt>-n RHI»w>Hn h>-d
p-ss-d »-nd th- m-rks H-f th- sH»-ld>--rs’ slugs wI-r>- th-r)-. »-nd H-t



W-s th-ro- th-t th- »-1d s»-rv>>-nts h-d s>-)-n th>- gh»-st »-n th>- wh>-t>)-
cl=>-k -1 - mH-rsh-I.

H-n -ld sFrvd-nt wd-s swh--pH-ng H-t th- »-nd H-f th- ID-nd>-ng. H)-
F-sk-d h-m whd-r)- w-s th>- r-ct>r’s r->+m H-nd th>- H-Id sH»+rvI-nt
P -nt)-d 3= th)= d=-r H-t th- F-r H-nd H-nd IP->-kI-d H-ft>-r h-m »-s
h~ w-nt »-n t9- -t H>-nd kn=>-ck>-d.

Th-r>- w>-s - »nsw>H-r. H>- kn>-ck>-d 2-g>->-n m>-r>- 1»-udly »-nd
h-s h=2-rt jump=-d wh>-n h>- h=>-rd > muffl>-d v-)-c?- s)-y:

—C»-m>- »-n!

H»- turn>-d th>~ h>-ndl»- »-nd H-p>-n>-d th>- d>->-r »-nd fumbl-d fH-r
th>>- h>>-nd1- H-f th>- gr---n bz~ d>--r »-ns>-d>-. H>- f-und »-t H-nd
push=”-d -t >-p>-n H-nd w-nt H-n.

H>- s2-w th- r)-ct)-r so-tt-ng -t - d)-sk wrd-t>-ng. Tha-r) w>-s -
skull H-n th)- d2=sk »-nd - str)-ng=- sH»-1>-mn sm>-Il H-n th>- rH->m -k~
th>- 2-Id I-2-th-r H-f ch>-)-rs.

H»-s ha=2-rt w>-s b>->-t>-ng f)-st H-n »-cc-unt »H-f th>- s-1=-mn pl-c)-
h- w>-s -n H-nd th)- s-19-nc)- H-f th>- r->m: H-nd h>- [->-k>-d H-t th)-
skull 2-nd -t th- r)-ct)-r’s k-nd-17-">-k>ng fH-c)-.

—W-11, my 9=ttt m=-n, s9--d th- r-ctd-r, wh-t »-s H-t?

St>-ph>-n swH-11"-w»-d d>-wn th>- th--ng -n h>-s thr)->-t »-nd s»-»-d:
— bry-k>- my gl?-ss-s, s9-r.

Th= r-ct-r H>-p>-n>-d h-s m>-uth »-nd sH->-d:

—)-!

Th-n h?- sm-1")-d »-nd s)-»-d:

—W-Il, -f wd- brd-k»- -ur gl-ss-s w- must wro-t)- h-m>- f)-r »-
n)-w pH-»-r.

— wr-t)- h-m»>-, s9-r, s9>-d St-ph>-n, H-nd FH-th>-r H-rn>H-1l s»->-d
- -m nH-t t9- study -1l th-y cF-mH-.

—Qu»-t9- r)-ght! s9--d th>- r)-ct)-r.

St-ph>-n swH-11"»>-w>-d d>-wn th>)- th-ng H-g>->-n H-nd tr->-d t9- kH->-p
h>-s 1"-gs »-nd h>-s v->-c>- fr»-m sh>-k>-ng.

—But, s9-r...

—Y-s?

—F>-th>-r D>-12-n c-m>- H-n t-d>-y H-nd p>-nd>->-d m>- b>-c»H-us>- »-
wW-s n-t wra-t)-ng my th=-m»-.



Th= r-ct¥r -k>-d -t h-m H-n sH-12-ncH- H-nd h- cH-uld -1 th>-
bl¥--d r-s-ng t9- h2-s f-c)- -nd th- t--rs H-bH-ut t r-s>- ) h)-s
»y)-s.

Th)- r-ctd-r sH-)-d:

—Y»-ur n»-m»>- s D»-d>-lus, »-sn’t H-t?

—Y»S, SHI.

—-nd wh-r"- d>-d y»>-u br)--k y?-ur gl-ss»-s?

—n th cFndH-rpH-th, sH-r. > P-11-w wHs crm-ng H-ut H-f th)-
b-cycl)- h"-us?- »-nd - -1l »-nd th-y g+t br)-k>-n. »- d>-n’t kn--w th»)-
f-119-w’s n-m»-.

Th- ry-ctdr [D->k>+d >t h)»m HgH>>n H»n s>+IHnc). Th)n h)
sm>-1"-d »-nd s2->-d:

—=, W, -t wI-s - mH-st>-k>-, »- >m surd- FH-th>-r D>-1"-n d>-d n)-t
kn=-w.

—But - t-1d hm 2~ br-k=>- th-»-m, s9-r, -nd h>- p>>-nd=>->-d m»-.

—D»-d y?-u t>-ll h?-m tho-t y»-u h)-d wr)-tt>n h>-m>- f-r H» nH>rw
p--r? tho- r)-ct)-r H-sk>-d.

—N»-, s9-r.

— wHIl th-n, s»+>d th)> r-ctrr, Frth>r D>-1n dH>d n)-t
und>-rst>-nd. Y>>-u c-n sy tho-t »- xcus> y>-u fro-m y>-ur I2-ss-ns f-r
> f>w d)-ys.

St»ph>-n s»>-d qu-ckly fr f--r h>-s tr+-mbl-ng w>-uld pr-v>-nt
h>-m:

—Y s, s9-r, but F-th"-r D?-1"-n $>-)-d h>- w>-1l c-m>>- H-n tFmI-rrH-w
t)- p-ndy m=- H-g>--n f-r H-t.

—\rry Wl th= r-ct-r s--d, -t s > mI-st-k>- H-nd - sh>-ll
sp>--k t- F-th-r D»-1)-n mys>-If. Wl th)-t d>- nH>-w?

St-ph>-n -1t th- t--rs wI-tt-ng h-s »-y>-s H>nd murmur>-d:
— y>-s s9-r, th-nks.

Th>= r-ct)-r ha-Id h>-s h>-nd H-cro-ss th- s)-d>- H-f tho- d)-sk wh-r)-
th=)- skull w»-s »-nd St-ph>-n, pl»-c?-ng h>-s h>-nd »-n -t -r > m>-m>-nt,
-1t 2~ ¢ 1 m>--st pH-Im.

—G--d d»y nH-w, s>-d th- r)-ct-r, w-thdr)-w>>-ng h)-s h»-nd H-nd
b>-w=-ng.

—G»--d d?-y, 91, s>-)-d St)-ph)-n.



H>- b»-w»>-d »-nd w>-1k>-d qu-»-tly »D-ut H-f th- r->-m, cl?-s>-ng th)-
d>=2-rs c-rI-fully H-nd sl-wly.

But wh>-n h>- h>-d p»-ss?-d th>- »-Id s»-rv>-nt »-n th>- I7-nd>-ng »-nd
W>-S H=g>->-n H-n th- -w nH-rr-w d>-rk c)-rr-d>-r h)- b)-g>-n t- w1k
PY-st-r >nd FFstd-r. FI-st>r H-nd f-st>-r h- hurr>->-d H-n thr)-ugh th»-
gl->m H>xcH>-t)-dly. H> bump=-d h>-s H-Ib)-w H-g>->-nst th> d)»->-r H-t
th- 2-nd -nd, hurry?-ng d>-wn th?~ st)rcd)s>, wI-lk)>-d qu-ckly
thr-ugh th- tw>- c-rr)-d>-rs »-nd H-ut H-nt>- th)- H»)-r.

H>- co-uld h2-2-r th>)- cr)-»-s »-f tho- f>-11"-ws -n th- pl=-ygr>-unds. H>»-
bra-k2- »-nt>- 2~ run »-nd, runn=-ng qu-ckI-r H-nd qu-ck>-r, rH-n H-cr-ss
th- c>nd>-rpH>-th nd r>F>-ch)d th)> th>rd [D-n) pl>ygr)-und,
p-nt-ng.

Th- f-11-ws h-d s-2-n h>m runn>-ng. Th)-y cl*-s?-d r?-und h»-m -n
2= r-ng, push>-ng H-n>- D-g>->nst H-n>-th>-r t- h--r.

—T-1l us! TH-1l us!
—Wh»-t d>-d h)- s-y?
—D»-d y?-u g »n?
—Wh»-t d>-d h*)- s9-y?
—T-1l us! Tl us!

H>- t-Id th>»m wh>-t h- h-d s?--d »-nd wh»-t th>- r)-ct-r h»-d s?->-d
“»-nd, wh>-n h>- h>-d t>-Id th>»m, -l th>- -lI>-ws flung th>->-r cH-ps
sp-nn=-ng up H-nt>- th>- H=-r H-nd crH->-d:

—Hurr)-»-!

Th)-y c?)-ught th>-2-r c)ps »-nd sH>+nt th-m up »-g>->n sp-nn>-ng
skyh»-gh »-nd cr?->-d »-g>->-n:

—Hurr>->-! Hurr>-»-!

Th)=y m-d>- - cr-dI)- H-f th-)-r [H-ck>-d h>-nds »-nd h>->-st)-d h--m
up »=m=-ng th>m »-nd c)-rr->-d h>-m »-1>-ng t>-11 >~ struggl>-d t)- g>-t
fr-"-. -nd wh>-n h>- h-d »-sc)-p»-d fr»-m th>-m th>-y br)-k=>- H>-w>-y »-n
11 d>-rd-ct>--ns, fI-ng>-ng th>->-r c¥-ps H-g>->-n H-nt>- th>- H->-r »-nd
wh»-stl?-ng H-s th»-y w>-nt sp?-nn--ng up »-nd cry»-ng:

—Hurr)-»-!

»-nd th-y g>-v>>- thr)-- gr->-ns -r Bo-ldyh>->-d D>»-1"-n »-nd thro->-

ch=2-rs f-r C»nm»--- »-nd th>-y s2->-d h>- w»-s th>- d-cH-nt-st rH-ct-r
th-t w>-s -v-r »-n CI»-ng>-w»-s.



Th=- ch>=2-rs d>->-d H>-w>-y »-n th- sH-ft gr-y >>r. H>» wH-s H-1)-n>-.
H>>~ w-s h-ppy -nd fr-2-: but h"~ w2-uld n?-t b~ H>-nyw>-y pr)-ud w>-th
F-th>-r D»-17-n. H»- w»2-uld b?- v»-ry qu-2-t »-nd H-b>-d>->-nt: H-nd h>-
w-sh-d th--t h»~ c)-uld d- s»m»-th>-ng k>»-nd f>-r h>»-m t- sh>-w hm
th>-t h>- w»-s n2-t pro-ud.

Th)- »>r whs sft >nd gr-y »-nd m>-Id D-nd H>vH>n>+ng wHs
c-ma-ng. Th-r) w>-s tha- sma-1l H-f H-v>n>-ng »-n th>- H--r, th- sm-ll
»-f th)- £)»-Ids »-n th)- cH-untry wh-r)- th>-y d>-gg»-d up turn’-ps t)-
p>--1 th-m D-nd H-)-t th-m wh>-n thy wHnt H-ut f-r > wrlk t>-
M»=j2-r B-rt-n’s, th- sm-Il th-r- w>-s »-n th>- [D-ttl)>- w--d b>)-y>-nd
th- p-v>-19-2-n wh-r)- th- g2-linuts w>-r-)-.

Th- -112-ws w>-r)- pr-ct)-s>ng I?-ng sh>->s »-nd b>»wl>-ng 1")-bs
»-nd siw tw-std-rs. H-n th- st gra-y s-12-nc>- h>- cH-uld h->-r th)-
bump »-f th= b-lIs: »-nd fr-m h>-r) Hnd fr-m th>-r)- thr)-ugh th>)-
qu--t »-r th- s2-und H-f th>- cr-ck>-t b-ts: po-ck, p»-ck, p7-ck, puck:
[Pk dr-ps > wHt>r Hn > -unt>>n -l1D-ng sH-ftly »-n th)-
br=-mm=-ng b>-wl.

Cho-pt-r »--

Uncl)- Ch»-rl»-s sm=-k=~d such bl»-ck tw»-st th>-t H-t [2-st h>-s n-ph>-w
sugg=-st>-d t> h>»m t= nj-y h>s m>+rn+-ng smI>-k> Hn > -t
H-uth>-us=>- »-t th-- »-nd »-f th>- g>-rd>-n.

—\Vry g--d, SHm-n. -1l sHrn>-, SH»m-n, s+>-d th- H-1d m>-n
trynqua-lly. -nywh>-r- y>-u -k Th)- H-uth”-us> w1l d>» m»-
n-c-ly: -t w1l b m»-r)- sH-lubr-->-us.

—D»»-mn m»-, s9--d Mr D?-d»-lus fr-nkly, »-f - kn"-w h>-w y»-u c)-n
sm=-k=- such v-l1"->-n"-us H-wful t>-b>-cch-. »-t’s I-k>- gunp>-wd>-r, by
G»H-d.

—t's vry n-c)-, SHma-n, r-pl->-d th>- »-1d m>-n. V>-ry c->-1 »-nd
m-11"-fy>-ng.

-Vv-ry ma-rno-ng, th-r-f>-r)-, uncl> Ch-rl?-s r-p>>-r>-d t) h»-s
»-uthm-us»- but n>-t b>fr» h> h>+d gr>>s»+d »nd brush’-d
scrupul”-usly h»~s b»-ck h?-2-r »-nd brush”-d »-nd put »-n h>-s t9-1l h>-t.
Wh»-1- h?- sm-k>-d th- br-m »-f h-s t3-1l h»-t »-nd th>- b>-wl H-f h)-s
p>»p> wH-r)- just v-s-bl- b-y>-nd th)- j-mbs H-f th>- »-uth’-us>)-
d>2-r. H)=s -rb>-ur, F-s h)- cH-119-d th)- r-)-kI-ng »-uth’-us? wh»-ch
h»- sh=-r>-d w»-th th- c2-t »-nd th>>- g=-rd>-n t>>-Is, sH+rv>-d h>-m »-Is»)-



»-S »= s9-und>-ngb=>-x: »-nd H-v>-ry m>-rn>-ng h>>- humm=-d c)-nt>-nt)-dly
FnP Hf h-s BFvd-ur-t) s¥ngs: 2 twns m- > bwr H-rBlup-
s Hnd g-HdAn h- Hr Th- Gravrs - BlArndy wha-1)- th)-
gr-y -nd blum- c¥-Is Hf sm>-k)- r)-s9- slH-wly fr-m h>-s p>-p>- »-nd
v -n"-sh>-d »-n th)- pur)- »->-r.

Dur?-ng th- f-rst p»-rt »-f th-- summ=-r -n Bl?-ckr>-ck uncl»- Ch>-rl»)-s
w=s St-ph>-n’s c-nst-nt cFmp=>-n>->-n. Uncl?- Ch-rl-s w-s - h)-1»)-
H-1d m>-n w-th = w1l t»nn"-d sk-n, rugg-d f>->-turd-s H-nd wh-t)-
s-d>- wh-sk>-rs. -n wH->)-k d>-ys h- d-d m)-ss-g>-s bH>-tw>->-n th»)-
h-us?> »-n CH-rystHrt H-v>+nu)- H-nd th)-s» sh)-ps H-n th mI>>n
str-9-t H-f th- t-wn w»-th wh>-ch th)- f-m-ly d>->-It. St¥-ph>-n w-s
gl»-d t>- g~ w-th h"=m »-n th>-s>- D-rr-nds f>-r uncl»- Ch>-rl>-s h>-Ip»-d
h-m v)-ry [D-b)-r)-lly t)- h--ndfuls H-f wha-t>v>-r wh-s »-xp>-s>d H-n
“»-p=-n b-x-s H-nd bH-rr)-Is H-utsm-d»- th>- cH-unt>-r. H>- w>-uld s->-2)-
- h-ndful H-f gra-p>-s »-nd s»wdust H-r thr->= H-r -ur >=m=>-r¥-cH>n
»-ppl"-s P-nd thrust th-m g=-n>-r)-usly »-nt>- h>-s gra-ndn=-ph>-w’s h-nd
wh-17- th)- sh-pm>-n sm-I2-d un>>-s>ly; »-nd, »-n St»ph>-n’s
f--gn--ng r-luct>nc>- t>- -k th-»m, h>- w>-uld fr-wn »-nd s>-y:

—T>-k>- th-m, s-r. D> y>-u h->r m>-, sHr? Thary’r> gr->d fH-r
y>-ur b-w-ls.

Wh»-n th- -rd>-r I?-st h)-d b>2-n b>->k>-d th>- tw> w>-uld g?- »-n
t>- th)- p>-rk wha-r> 2-n »-Id fro->-nd >-f St)>-ph>-n’s H-th>-r, M-k~
Flynn, w>-uld b~ f)-und s>->-t3-d 2-n = b>-nch, w->-t>ng f>-r th--m.
Th-n w»-uld b-g»-n St-ph>-n’s run r)-und th>- p>-rk. M-k~ Flynn w>-uld
st>-nd -t th>- gt n>-r th)- r->-lwIy st-t>->-n, wa-tch H-n h>-nd,
wh>-1"- St>-ph>-n r-n r-und th~ tro-ck H-n th)- sty M=~k Flynn
f»-v-ur9-d, h-s h-2-d ho-gh I2-ft-d, h-s kn-2-s w Il I9-ft9-d H-nd h-s
h-nds h>-Id str-2-ght d?-wn by h?-s s?-d?>s. Wha-n th?>- m»-rn>-ng
pro-ct-c wH-s H-vH-r th)- tr--n>-r w-uld m->-k=- h>)-s c-mm=-nts »-nd
s>+maD-t>m-s H-llustr)-t>- th»-m by shuffl-ng H-1"-ng f)-r D y>-rd »-r s~
crm-cH-lly H-n -n Hld p->-r - blu- cFnvI-s sh->-s. > sm>-Il rH-ng
~-f w-nd»-rstruck ch-Idr-n H-nd nurs?’-m»>->-ds w>-uld g»-th>-r t» w>-tch
h>-m »-nd I2-ng>-r »-v>+-n wh>-n h>- »-nd uncl»- Ch>-rl"-s h>-d s9-t d>-wn
F-g>->n Hnd wHr) t)-lk)-ng H-thiH-t)-cs »-nd p>-I>-t>-cs. Th)-ugh h)-
h-d h2-2-rd h-s f3-th)-r s9-y th’-t M>-k»- Flynn h>-d put s9-m=>- J-f th»)-
b-st runn?-rs H-f m>-d>-rn tm-s thr)-ugh h>-s h-nds St-ph>-n H-ft-n
gl-ncH-d -t h-s tr>->n>-r’s fI-bby stubblF-cH-v)-r-d fH-c)-, Hs -t
b-nt -v>-r th- I)-ng st>->n>-d f-ng»-rs thr)-ugh wh>-ch h>- r)-11"-d h»-s



C-gH-rH-tt)-, H-nd w»-th p-ty »-t th-- m>-1d lustr>-12-ss blu»- H-y»-s wh»-ch
w-uld 1=k up sudd>-nly fro-m th>>- t9-sk »-nd g~z v >-gu>-ly »-nt>)- th»)-
blu’- d2-st-nc) wha-1- th- I-ng swH-11-n fH+-ng>-rs c>>-sH-d thH->-r
r3-11"-ng »-nd gr)--ns H-nd fH-br-s H-f t3-b>-cc)- -1l b)-ck H-nt)- th)-
p-uch.

»-n th- w>-y h>-m=- uncl?- Cha-rl»-s w>-uld H-ft>-n p>-y > vI-sH-t tH-
th>>- ch"-p>-1 »-nd, s th>- F>nt w>-s »-b>-v>>- St>-ph>-n’s rH--ch, th)- »-Id
m-n w>-uld d>-p h-s h-nd -nd th)-n sprd-nkl?>- th> wH-t>-r br)-skly
2-b>-ut St-ph"-n’s clH-th>-s H-nd H-n th)- fI->-r H-f th- p-rch. Wh>-1)-
h- pra-y="-d h- kn)-It H-n h>-s r)-d h-ndk>-rch->-f H-nd r)--d »-b>-v>-
h-s br)-2-th fr>m =~ thumb bl)-ck)-n)-d pr)-y>-rb>->-k wh>-r)->-n
cH-tchw-rds w-r- pra-nt>-d H-t th- -t H-f H»-vI-ry p>-g>-. St>-ph>-n
kno-It -t h)-s s-d>- r)-spH-ct)-ng, th’-ugh h?>- d>-d n)-t shd-r), h)-s
p--ty. H= »-ft)-n w-nd>-r)-d wh>-t h)-s gr-nduncl>- pra-y>-d f-r s
sr--usly. PH-rh-ps h)- pr-y>-d f-r th- s9-uls H-n purg>-tI-ry »H-r f-r
th>- gr-c> »-f = h)-ppy d>->-th »-r pH>rh)-ps h>- pr-y>-d th)-t GH-d
ma-ght s?>nd h>»m b>-ck » pHrt H>+f th?> b)g fH+rtun’ h) h)-d
squa-nd>-r>-d H-n CH-rk.

»-n Sund>-ys St»-ph>-n w>-th h>-s f)-th>-r H-nd h>-s gr)-nduncl>- t->-k
th=-r c-nst-tut)>->-n>-1. Th>- H-Id m>-n wH-s > n>+mbl> wHlkI-r H-n
sp-t)- H-f h-s c-rns H-nd H-ft-n t3-n H-r twH-Iv» m>-12-s H-f th)- r---d
W= cFva-r>-d. Thy- ID-tt- v-li-g)- - St-lID-rg>-n w-s th)-
p-rt-ng H-f th)- wh-ys. >)-th)-r th-y wH-nt t9- th)- -t t>w>-rds th)-
Dubl-n m>)-unt->-ns H-r H-1>-ng th- GII)-tst>wn r)->-d »-nd th)-nc)-
»-nt2- Dundrum, c-m»-ng h>»m>- by S-ndyf>-rd. Trudg?-ng 2-1")-ng th)-
r»-d H-r st>nd>-ng Hn sH+mI> grr-my wHys>-d>- publd-c h>-usH> h>-s
2-1d"-rs sp-k>- c-nst)-ntly H-f th>- subj>-cts nH»->r>-r th->-r h--rts, H-f
»-r)-sh p>-I>-tH-cs, H-f Munstd-r »H-nd H-f th)- [9-g>-nds H-f th»->r D»-wn
f-m-ly, t9- -1l »-f wh-ch St3-ph>-n [?-nt >-n H-v>-d »->-r. W»-rds wh-ch
h- d?-d n?-t und>-rst)-nd h>- s9>-d >-v>-r H-nd H-vI-r t- h>»-msH+If t>-1|
h- h2-d -2-rnt th*-m by h>-2-rt: »-nd thr-ugh th>-m h»- h>-d gl?>-mps»>-s
H-f th- r--1wH-rld H-b>-ut th-»m. Th>- h=>»-ur wh>-n h>- t3-2- w-uld t-k»-
p-rt -n th= [ - th)-t wh-rld s2->m»-d dr-w>>ng n)->-r »-nd H-n
s-cr-t h- b-g>-n > m>-k>- r>->-dy f-r th- gr->-t p>-rt wh-ch h>-
It >wH>>t>d hd¥»m thd n>tur> H>f whd-ch h» Hnly dH»mly
»-ppr-h>-nd>-d.

H>-s v >-n-ngs wH-r> h>-s »-wn; H-nd h= pH-r-d H>-vI-r > r-gg-d
tr)-nsi-t--n H-f Th}- C-unt Hf M»nt»- Crst- Thd> f-gurd- H-f th)-t



d-rk H-v>ng>-r sty»>-d f-rth »-n h>-s m>nd f-r wha-t>v>-r h>- h>-d
h>->-rd »-r d>-v>>-n>-d »-n ch>-ldh>->-d H-f th>~ str>-ng>- »-nd t>-rr)-bl>)-.
-t n)-ght h- bu-It up H-n th= pH-rld-ur t3-bl>- Hn HFmH)-g> Hf th)-
w-nd>-rful »-sl?-nd cH-v> F-ut H-f tr)-nstH-rs H-nd pH-p>-r fI-w>-rs H-nd
c-1-urd-d t-ssu- pFp-r H>+nd str-ps H+f th)- s»+IvI-r Hnd g>-ld>-n
p-p-r H-n wh-ch ch?-cH-12-t- s wr-pp>-d. Wh=>-n h>- h=>~d br)-k>-n up
th>-s sc-nd)-ry, wHHry Hf Hts t)nsH-I, th-r)- wH-uld c>+m>- t9- h)-s
m>-nd th>= br)-ght po-ctur)- >+f M>-rs)»->-l1"-s, H-f sunny tro-11"-s>-s »-nd
- M)-rcH-d»)-s.

D-uts-d>- Blo-ckro-ck, »-n tho- r->-d th>-t I2-d t- th»>- m>-unt>--ns,
st->-d - sm>1l wh-t>w>D-sh>-d h>-us> »-n th>- g>-rd>-n »-f wh»-ch
gr>rw ma-ny r-s>-bush>-s: »-nd H-n th>-s h)-us)-, h>- t>-ld h)msH-If,
Fnd-thd-r MI-rc-d>-s [D-v>)-d. B)-th H-n th)- H-utwd-rd »-nd H-n th)-
h-m>-w>-rd j>-urn-y h>» ma>>-surd-d dI-st)>nc)- by th>-s IP-ndm>-rk:
“»-nd -n h>-s H-m>-g>-n)-t>>n h>- 1D-vI-d thr)-ugh »- ID-ng tr--n H-f
H-dv-nturd-s, m¥»-rv)-112-us s th-s)- H-n th)- bk HtsH-If, t+w>-rds
th- cl-s- H-f wh>-ch tho-r)- 2-pp>->-r>-d H-n »m>>-g>- >f h-msH>-If,
gr-wn H-1d>-r »-nd s?-dd>-r, stnd>-ng H-n - m>>-nl>-t gH-rd>-n w>-th
M»-rc-d>-s wh>= h>-d s ma-ny y>->-rs b>-f>-r- slr-ght>-d h>-s I)-v)-,
“-nd w»-th =~ s9-dly pro-ud g=-stur)- H-f r-fus>-1, sH-y>-ng:

—M»=d>m, - n v -1 -t muscH-t>-1 grr-p>-s.

H>- b)-c»m- th)- H-lly > 2 by n>rm>-d »D-ubrry M>-lIs »-nd
f-und>-d w>-th h>m > g)>ng Hf Hdv-ntur>rs »n th) HvH>nu>)-.
H-ubrd-y c-rr->-d - wh-stl?- d-ngl>-ng fr-m h>-s butt>-nh>-1"- »-nd »-
b-cycl?- I-mp H-tt)-ch>-d t- h)-s b)-It wh-1)- th- »D-th)-rs h>-d sh>-rt
st?-cks thrust d”-gg>-rw=-s- thr-ugh th->-rs. St»-ph>-n, wh>- h>-d r->-d
>t NI>pH>1>>n’s plH->+n styl> Hf dr)-ss, ch)s» t> rFmI>n
un=-d>-rn"-d H-nd th"-r>-by h>->-ght>-n>-d f>r h-msH+If th>- pl»->-sur)-
»-f t>-k>-ng c-uns>-1 w-th h>-s [--ut>n>-nt b>-f>-r"- g=-v>-ng »-rd>-rs.
Th=- g2-ng m>-d>- f>-r>-ys H>-nt)- th>- g-rd>-ns H-f »-I1d m>-»-ds »-r w>-nt
d2-wn t- th- c)-stl)- H-nd fH-ught - b-ttl?- -n th)>- sh-ggy w>->-dgr)-wn
r¥-cks, c-m=-ng h-m>= H-ftd-r -t wHI-ry stra-ggld-rs wo-th th>- st>-1)-
F-d-urs H-f th)- F-r)-sh-rH- Hn th>->-r nP-str)-Is H-nd th)- rF-nk H>>-Is
2T th- s9->wr>-ck up>-n th>->-r h>-nds »-nd »-n th>>>-r h=->-r.

»-ubr)-y »-nd St)-ph>-n h>-d »- c»mm=>-n m>-Ikm=-n H-nd H-ft-n thr-y
dr-v- D-ut H-n th> mI>lkeH-r t)- CH-rrd-ckm>n>-s whd)-r)- th)- cHFws
w-r)- -t gr)-ss. Wha-1- th- m>-n w-r» m>-lk»-ng th»- b)>ys w>-uld
t>-k>- turns H-n r)-d>-ng th>~ tr)-ct>-bl»- m>-r)- r)-und th- f->-Id. But



wh>-n D-utumn cm=- th>- c-ws w>-r>- dr-v>>-n h->-m»- fr>-m th>>- gr)-ss:
»-nd th>)- f-rst sH-ght »-f th- f-1thy c-wy>-rd »-t Str-dbr->-k w»-th »-ts
3-ul gra--n puddl?-s H-nd cl?-ts H-f I-qu-d dung »-nd st»>-m=-ng br-n
tr)-ughs, s?-ck)-n)-d St>-ph>-n’s h>->-rt. Th)» cH-ttl» whdch h)-d
$>-m=-d s b)--ut-ful »-n th>>- c-untry »-n sunny d>-ys r-v>-1t--d h--m
2-nd h*)- c-uld n -t H-v-n D)k -t th» m)-1k th)-y y>->-1d>)-d.

Th= c>m-ng H-f SH»+pt>Fmb>-r d-d n -t tr)-ubl>- h-m th-s y»-r fH-r
h- w-s n)-t t3- b~ s9-nt b)-ck t)- CI-ng>w>-s. Th)- pro-ct)-c)- J-n th»)-
p>-rk ¢»m>- t9- -n H>+nd wh-n M-k~ Flynn w-nt H-nt}- h)-spH>-t)-1.
“-ubr-y wa-s »-t sch->-1 »-nd h>-d H-nly »-n h>-ur H-r tw>>- fr->- »-n th)-
»v-n-ng. Th)- g-ng 1l D-sund>-r »-nd th)-r» wHhr» n)» mH>r)
n=-ghtly f)-r)-ys -r b>-ttl)-s »-n th"- r)-cks. St3-ph-n s>+m>-t>+m=>-s wH-nt
r-und w»-th th2- c-r wha-ch d>-1-v>-r)-d th>- H>vI>-n>-ng m>-lk: »-nd
th>)-s)- ch-lly dr)-v>)-s bl?-w H>-w>-y h-s m>»-m>-ry - th- f-Ith H-f th)-
crwy>-rd H-nd h>- -1t N~ r-pugn=>-nc)- -t s>->-ng th>- cHFw h-»-rs
H-nd h2-ys-"-ds »-n th» m>-Ikm>-n’s cH->-t. Wh>-n>-v>-r th)- c)-r dr-w
up b»-f-ra - h-us- h- wH->-t)-d t9- cH-tch - gl-mpsH»- H-f > wH-ll
scrubb=-d k»-tch=>-n »-r »-f - s-ftly I)-ght)>-d h>-1l »-nd t>- s> h>)-w th»)-
s-rv>»-nt w-uld h-Id th>}- jug »-nd h»-w sh>- w»-uld cl?-s- th- d)--r. H)-
th"-ught 2~t sh”-uld b~ - pl->-s-nt [ H-n=-ugh, dra-v>>-ng »-1"-ng th>)-
r-2-ds H-v>-ry >-v>n>-ng t)- d>-1-vI-r mH-Ik, H>-f h>- h)-d wH-rm gl)-v>-s
“»-nd - -t b-g H-f g-ngD-rnuts H-n h-s p-ckH-t t- -t frH-m. But th)-
s>m)= f-r-knH-wid-dg”?- wh?-ch h>-d s»-ck»>n>-d hds h>>rt H-nd
m>-d>- h)-s I)-gs s-g sudd>-nly »-s h» r-cH-d r-und th>- p>-rk, th)-
$-m>)- -ntu-t>->-n wh>-ch h>-d m=>-d>- h--m gl>-nc> w»-th m=-strust H-t
h-s tr-2-n"-r’s fl-bby stubbl?-c>-vI-r-d f-c>- »-s -t b)-nt h)--v)-ly
F-v-r h-s I-ng st>-n)-d fng>-rs, dH>-ssH-p>-t>-d H-ny vIs)»>-n H+f
th=)- futur?)-. H-n D= v )-gu> wr-y h)- und>-rst>->-d th>-t h-s f-th-r wr-s
H-n tr)-ubl- -nd th)-t th-s w-s th"- r)--s>-n why h>- h"=ms>-If h=-d n)-t
b-"-n s9-nt b-ck t- CI-ng>w>-s. FH-r s»m>- t>m>- h>- h>-d -1t th)-
sI¥-ght ch”-ng=- »-n h>-s h)-us*-; »-nd th"-s- ch>»ng=>-s »-n wh>-t h»- h»-d
d>->-m=>-d unch>-ng>->-bl»- w>-r) s> m>-ny sl-ght sha-cks t h»-s
b-y-sh c-ncH-ptH--n H-f th)- w-rld. Th)- >mb>-t>--n wh>-ch h- f)-It
H-st-r -t t+m-s H-n th- d)-rkn>-ss H-f h-s s9-ul s?H-ught nH- H-utlH-t. »-
dusk 9=k~ tho-t H-f th>- H-ut»r w-rld F-bscur’-d h-s m=--nd »-s h»- h>->-rd
th- m>-r)-’s h->-fs clH-tt>-r-ng »-12-ng th- tr>Fmtr-ck »-n th>- R>-ck
R>->-d »-nd th>>- gr----t c-n sw>-y>-ng »-nd r>-ttI-»-ng b>-h>-nd h>>m.



H>- r-turn)-d t- M>-rc-d>-s »-nd, s h>= br->-d>-d up>n h>r
»-m=-g-, - str-ng>- unra-st cr-pt H>-nt> h-s bID->-d. SH»mH>-t>m»-s -
f»v-r gH-th-r-d w-th>-n h-m H-nd [9-d h>m )= r»-v> H-1-n> Hn
th>- »-v-n-ng »-ID-ng th>- qu >t HvI-nud-. Th> pHr>c) Hf th)-
g-rd>-ns »-nd th>~ k>-ndly I9)-ghts H-n th>» w-nd>-ws p>-ur’-d - t-nd>-r
-nflu-nc>- Hnt)- h)-s r-stl)-ss h--rt. Tho- n--s) Hf ch-ldr-n -t
pl-y H-nnP-y>-d h>+m H-nd th)>->-r sHlly vI-IcHs mH*+d> h)»m )l
F-v-n mH-r)- kH--nly th-n h- h)-d -1t H-t CI-ng>-w>-s, th)-t h>- w»-s
d>-ff-r-nt fr-m H-th-rs. H>- d>-d n>-t wH-nt t>- plo-y. H>- wH-nt>-d t)-
m=>->-t Hn th> r>->-1 wH-rld th»- unsubst>nt>>-1 >m»-g> wh>-ch h-s
s-ul s c-nst)-ntly b>-h>-1d. H>- d>-d n>-t kn"-w wh>-r)- t- s>k -t
-1 h"-w but »- pr-m>-n>-t->-n wh>-ch I7-d h>>»m »-n t-I1d h»-m th>-t th>)-s
F>-m=-g>- w-uld, wI-th)-ut Hny H-v>-rt H-ct H>-f h>-s, »-ncH-unt)-r h)-m.
Th-y w-uld m=>-2-t qu--tly »-s »-f th>-y h>-d kn=’-wn »->-ch »-th»-r »-nd
h-d m=-d>- th>-2r tryst, p-rh>-ps H-t H-n>- H-f th- g>t>s »-r Hn s»Fm>)-
ma-r)- sH»-cr)-t pl-c)-. Thry w=-uld b HI>-n)-, surrd-und>-d by
dd-rkn)-ss nd sH»I>+ncH: Hnd >+n th>t mH>»mI>+nt Hf supr>Fm-
t>nd>-rn-ss h»- w>-uld b~ trnsfH-gurd-d. H> wH-uld fH-d> H-nt)-
s-m»-th-ng >mp>-1p>-bl>- und>-r h>-r >-y»>-s »-nd th»-n H-n > m>»m>-nt,
h?- w2-uld b tr-nst-gurd-d. W»H->-kn)-ss »-nd t>m>-d>-ty =-nd
H-n)-xpH-rH-¥-nc) wH-uld 11 fr»m h-m H-n th-t m>-g>-c m>-mH-nt.

Tw>- gr->-ty>-11"-w c-r)-v>-ns h>-d h)-1t--d »-n>- m>-rn>-ng bH>->-r)-
th>- d>->-r nd m>-n h)-d cH>m>- tr-mp>-ng H>nt> th)- h)-us) t)-
d-sm-ntl)- H-t. Th- furnd-tur) h>-d b>--n hustl?-d H-ut thrh-ugh th»-
fr)-nt g=>-rd>-n wh>-ch w>-s str-wn w>-th w>-sps »-f str-w »-nd r-p=>- »-nds
H-nd »H-nt)- th>- hug>- v-ns H-t th- g>-t)-. Wh>-n -1l h-d b>->-n s)-f>-ly
stw=-d th>- v-ns h>-d st H-ff nH>->s)-ly d>-wn th>- H-v>-nur-: »-nd
fr-m th- w-nd>-w H-f th>- r->+lw>-y c)-rr)->-g>-, >-n wh>-ch h>- h-)-d
s>+t wH-th h¥s r>dry>d m>-thd-r, St»phH>n hId sH»+>»n th>m
lumb»-r"-ng »-17-ng th»= M>-rr>->-n R»->-d.

Th>- p-rIo-ur f-r)- w>-uld n>-t dr-w th>-t »-v->-n>-ng »-nd Mr D>-d>-lus
r¥-st)-d th- pkI-r H-g>--nst th)- b)-rs H-f th)- gr)-t>- t9- H-ttr)-ct th)-
fl-m»>-. Uncl?>- Cha-rl9-s d¥-z2-d H-n »- c)-rnI-r H-f th)- h)-If furn’-sh>-d
unc-rp2-t-d r>->m H-nd n>->-r h--m th>- f>m>>ly pH-rtr->-ts I->-n>-d
2-g>--nst th- wIl. Th- I9-mp H-n th- t-bl>- sh)-d > wI>-k ID-ght



-vo-r th= b--rd>-d fl->-r, mudd>---d by th>- f>-t »-f th>- v>-nm>-n.
St-pha-n s)-t H-n H- FFH-tst>-1 b>-s>d>- h)-s fH-th-r [D-st)-n)-ng t>- -
I2-ng -nd D-ncr-h>-rH+nt m>»nH-ID-gur-. HH> undd-rst>>-d -t H-r
na-th>-ng H-f Dt -t f>-rst but h>= br-crm>- skHrwly Hw>H-r)- th)-t ho)-s
f-th>-r h)-d >-n>m>->-s H-nd th)-t s»m»- f)-ght w-s g=»--ng t>- t>-k>-
pla-c-. HY>- I, t9--, th-t h w-s b>--ng H-nl)-st)-d fH-r th- fH-ght,
th"-t s2»-m*)- duty w>-s b>-"-ng [9--d up>-n h-s sh-uld>-rs. Th- sudd>-n
fI=-ght fr-m th>>- c»-mf-rt »-nd r-vI-r->- H>-f Blo-ckr)-ck, th>- po-ss>-g»-
thr-ugh th- gl»-">-my f-ggy c-ty, th»- th>-ught - th- b-r)- ch>>)-rl)-ss
h2-us»- 2-n wh>-ch th)-y wH>r> nd>w t> v mId> h)s h))rt
h=>2-vy: -nd D-g>->n >n Hntu+t>+>n, > PH-r>Fkn)>wil)-dgH> H-f th)-
futur)- c-m=>- - h>-m. H>- und>-rst>->-d »-Is»- why th~ s-rv)-nts h»-d
H-ft>-n wh-spH-rH-d t-g>-th-r »-n th>- h>-Il H>-nd why h>-s fH-th>-r h»-d
H-ft>n st>>d Hn th- h»>rthrug, wH-th h-s bI-ck t> th> fH-r)-,
t9-1k>-ng 17-udly t9- uncl?- Ch>-rl?-s wh>- urg»-d h»m t- s»-t d»-wn »-nd
-t h)-s d)-nn>)-r.

—Th=r>-’s - cr-ck H-f th>- wha-p [D-ft >-n m>- y»-t, St>-ph>-n, »-Id
ch-p, $»2-d Mr D>-d?-lus, p>-k>-ng -t th>- dull f>-r» wH-th fH->-rcH-
Fnd-rgy. WH-"r- n-t dd--d y>-t, s»nny. N>~ by th- LH-rd J»-sus (G»-d
f-rg”-v>> m>-) nH-r h>-If d)>->-d.

Dubl?-n w»~s 2~ n~w 2-nd c»-mpl2-x s9-ns»-t>--n. Uncl?>- Ch>-rl»-s h»-d
gr-wn s2- w-tl9-ss th>-t h- c?-uld n>- I’-ng>-r b>)- s2-nt »-ut H-n H-rr)-nds
»-nd th- d>-s2-rd>-r »-n sH-ttl>-ng »-n th nHFw ha-us)- H-ft St>Fph>-n
fr-2-r th-n h)- h>-d b>>-n H-n Bl-ckr)-ck. H-n th?~ b)-g>-nn>+ng h»)-
crntrnt>d  hr-msH>+If wHth  cHrcld»ng  t>rm>-dly rdund th)-
n=->-ghb>-ur-ng squ=>-r>- »-r, »-t m>-st, g=->-ng h>-If wH-y d>-wn »-n>- »-f
th>>- s9-d»- stro-»-ts but wh>-n h>- h2-d m=>-d>- 2~ sk>-12-t>n m=-p H-f th>)-
¢ty H-n h=s m-nd h)- -119-w>-d b)-1dly H-n>)- H-f H-ts cH-ntr-1 [H-n»-s
unt>-1 h"- r»-»-ch>-d th>- Cust>+m H>>-us?>-. H>- p>-ss»-d unch?-lI">-ng»-d
F»-m>-ng th)- dd-cks H-nd H-I-ng th)- quIrys wHnd>r¥ng -t th)-
mult-tud=)- -f c)-rks th-t 1)~y b>-bb>-ng »-n th>)- surfH-cH- H-f th)» wH-t)-r
H-n - th-ck y>-II2-w scum, H-t th- crd-wds H-f qu-y p-rt-rs H-nd th)-
rumbl?-ng c?-rts -nd th> Hlldr)-ssHd b>--rd>-d pHIH-cH+mH>n. Th)-
v-stn)-ss -nd str-ng>-n=-ss H-f th- - sugg>-st>-d t- h>-m by th»)-
b-1-s H-f mD-rch-nd>-s>- st)-ck-d -1"-ng th>- w>-lls H-r swung H-1)-ft
H-ut H-f th>= ha-lds H-f st>>+m>rs wHk>»n>-d H-g>>n H>n h>»m th)-
unr)-st wh>-ch h>-d s-nt h»-m w»>-nd>-r>-ng »-n th>> »-v>n>-ng fr-m
g-rd>-n t9- g»-rd>-n »-n sH»->-rch H-f M>-rc)-d>-s. >-nd »>-m»-d th>-s nH>w



bustl?>-ng 12> h>- m=-ght h>-v>- f>ncH>>-d hrmsH>+If H>n HFnH>-th)-r
M»-rs?--11-s but th-t h- m»-ss?-d th- br)-ght sky »-nd th»- sun-w>-rm»-d
try-112-s9-s H-f th>- wH-n>-sh>-ps. H- vI-gu- dI-ss-t)-sfH-ct»--n gr-w up
w-th>-n h-m H-s h>~ I9--k>-d H-n th>- qu-ys H-nd H-n th>- r>-v>-r »-nd
2-n th- »w»-r)-ng sk>)-2-s »-nd y>-t h)- c-nt>-nu>-d t3- w-nd>-r up »-nd
d>-wn d>y Hftrr dr>y s >+ h- r>lly sHught sH-m>>>-n>)- th)-t
-lud>-d h-m.

H>- wa-nt H-nc) H-r twH-c)» wHth h-s mHth-r t vI-s)-t th»H-r
r-12-t)-v>)-s: -nd tho-ugh th>-y p-ss2-d 2= v H-rr)-y H-f sh-ps [H-t
up nd H-d>r>d f>r Chrd-stm>-s hs m>+>-d H>f H>mba-ttH-r-d
s-12-nc- d>-d nH-t [9-v)>- h-m. Th)- c-us-s - h-s >mb»-tt>-rm=-nt
W-r)- ma-ny, r>m=-t>- -nd n>>-r. H> w-s F>ngry w>-th h-ms>H-If fH-r
b>-"-ng y?-ung »-nd th>- pr-y H-f r)-stl)-ss f>-12-sh »-mpuls>-s, H-ngry
F-Is>- w-th th>- ch)-ng> H-f f-rtun’- wh-ch ws r¥+sh>-p>-ng th)-
wW-rld »-b>-ut h-m H-nt- - v I-s--n H-f squr-I12-r H-nd H-nsHncH-rH-ty.
Y-t h?-s H>-ng>-r I7-nt n)-th)-ng t>- th>- v »-s>>n. HH- chr)-n>-cl»-d wH-th
p-t-"-nc)- whd-t ho- s9-w, d)-t-ch>-ng h-’-ms>-If fr»-m H-t )-nd t)-st)-ng
-ts m-rt-fy>-ng fI-v>-ur H-n sH-cr-t.

H>- w»-s so-tt>-ng -n th> b)-ckl)-ss ch2-r »-n h>-s H-unt’s k>-tch>-n.
D= I-mp wH-th - r-fl)-ctdr hung -n th)- j>prnnd-d wH-Il H-f th)-
f-r-pla-c- »-nd by »-ts [2-ght h>)-s D-unt w>-s r->-d>-ng th>>- »-v>-n>-ng
p>-p-r tha-t 9=y H-n h-r knd->-s. Sh- >k>-d - I9-ng tH>m>- H-t )
sm-1"-ng p-ctur’- th-t w>-s s+t »-n -t »-nd s>>-d mus>-ngly:

—Th»= b--ut>-ful M>-b>-1 Hunt)-r!

- rrngl-tt-d ga-rl st»>-d H-n tptr)- > pr-r H-t th)- pH-ctur)-
»-nd so--d sH-ftly:

—Wh»-t s sh- H-n, mud?
—n - prntrm>-ma-, v,

Th=- ch2-1d [9-2-n2-d h2-r r)-ngl?-tt-d h>--d -g->-nst h>-r m>-th>-r’s
sI--v>)-, g»-z-ng »-n th>- p>-ctur)- »-nd murmurm-d »-s H-f f>-scH+n>-t>-d:

—Th»= b--ut>-ful M>-b=>-1 Hunt-r!

-5 Hf -sc-n)-t-d, ha-r H-y>-s r-st)-d I-ng up>-n th>-s>- d>»mur)-ly
t9-unt-ng -y»-s »-nd sh>- murmur>-d d>-v>-t>-dly:

—-sn’t sh”= H-n HxquH-sH+t>- cr->H-tur)-?

Hnd th)- b)y wh> c»Fm> >n frrm th) strr>-t, st>mp-ng
cry-k-dly undd-r hd-s st»n> Hf ¢+, h)->rd h)r wIrds. H)-
dr-pp>-d h-s [9-2-d pr-mptly »-n th>- fl--r H-nd hurr)-2-d t9- h?-r s)-d>-



t)- s9--. H>- ma-ul»-d th>- »-dg»-s »-f th>~ p>-p>-r w»-th h>>-s r-dd>-n»-d
»>nd  bl»-ck>n>-d h>-nds, sh>-uld>r>ng h>r HsH»+d> »nd
c-mpl--n"-ng th>-t h)- c)-uld nH-t s~

H>- w»)-s s9-tt-ng -n th- n-rr-w br--kf>-st r->-m h-gh up »-n th>-
-1d d-rkw>-nd>-w>-d h2-us?-. Th- f-r-19-ght fI)-ck)-r)-d H-n th>- wH-li
»-nd b-y>-nd th-- w-nd>-w - sp?-ctr-I dusk w=-s g2-th=-r>-ng up=-n th»-
r-va-r. BH-f-r)- th- -r)> Hn H-Id w>m=>-n w>-s busy m>-k>-ng t>-»-
»-nd, s sh>)- bustl?-d H-t th)- t-sk, sh>- t>-1d H-n - ID-w v)->-c>- H-f wh)-t
th=- pra--st »-nd th>- d)-ct}r h-d sH->-d. Sh- t)-Id t)-) »-f cH-rtH»n
ch=-ng»-s th>-y h>~d s>--n »-n h>-r - It~ »-nd H-f h>-r »-dd w>-ys »-nd
s-y"-ngs. H»- s9-t I9-st)-n>-ng t- th> w>-rds »-nd f-11"-w>-ng th> w>H-ys
H-f )-dv-ntur’- th-t 1=y »-p>-n H-n th"- cH->-Is, H-rch>-s »-nd v>-ults »-nd
w-nd"-ng g>-11>-r>->-s H-nd j»-gg=>-d c)-v>-rns.

Sudd>-nly h>= b-c-m=- Fw>H-r- H-f s>m>-th-ng »H-n th>- d>->-rwH-y.
- skull H=pp--r)-d susp-nd>-d H-n th- glH->m H-f th)- d>FH»rwH-y. >
bl cr-H-tur)- 1H-k> > mI>-nk>y wd-s th)-r)-, dr-wn th-th>-r by
th>- s2-und »-f v--c-s >t th) fFr)-. - whn)-ng v>->-c)> crm)-
fr-m th>>- d>->-r -sk>-ng:

—)-s tho-t J»-s»-ph>-n>-?

Th- Id bustl»ng wr>rm>+n HnswHrd-d ch>»>+r-ly frr-m th)-
f-r)-pl-c)-:

—N»=, »-lI"-n, H-t’s St>-ph>-n.

—... =, g>-d v >-n-ng, St»-ph>-n.

H>- S-nswa-r)-d th>- gr)->-t>ng -nd s>+w > sH+lly sm>-1D- brr->-k
V-1 th- £)-c)- -n th)- dH->-rwh-y.

—D»~ y?-u w-nt H-nyth-ng, H-117-n? H-sk)-d th- H-Id w>+m=>-n H-t th)-
).

But sh- d-d n)-t >-nsw>-r th>- qu-st>->-n »-nd s»>-d:

— th-ught 2t w?)s J»s»Fph)>-nd)-. > th)ught yH»u wHr)
J-s-ph>-n=-, St-ph>-n.

H-nd, rpFHtH>ng th-s s»Fvr-r-l t>m-s, sh- Il ) [H-ugh’-ng
-)-bly.

H»- w-s s9-tt-ng =-n th>- m»-dst H-f - ch-ldr-n’s p>-rty >t H)-r>-1d’s
Cr-ss. H?-s s?-1)-nt w-tchful m=2-nn=>-r h>-d gr)-wn up>-n h>m »-nd h)-
-k [D-tth>- pa-rt H-n th- g>rm>>s. Th> ch-ldr>-n, wr>-rr+ng th»)-
sp»=-Is H-f th>->-r cry-ckd-rs, d>ncH>-d »-nd rF-mp>-d n»>-sH»-ly »-nd,



th-ugh h>- tr)-2-d t- sh)-r)- th>>-r m>-re»m>-nt, h>- It h»-msH-If -
gl »-">my f-gur)- »>-m=-d th>- g~y c-ck>-d h>-ts »-nd sunb>-nn>-ts.

But wh-n h?- h?-d sung h?-s s»ng 2-nd w»-thdr)-wn »-nt2- - snug
crrmHr Hf th rr>+m h)> b>grn t) st th) jry H+f h)s
[D-n>-12-n)-ss. Th» m>-rth, wh>-ch »n th- b>-g>nn)ng »-f th)
F-v-n)-ng h-d s»m=-d t)- h>-m f-IsH- Hnd tr-vI>+1, wH-s k> >
s>-th-ng »>>-r t9 h>m, p)-ss»ng g»-ly by hs sH»+ns?Hs, h)-d>-ng
fr-m H-th>)-r D-y»>-s th>- HFv-r-sh H-g>-t>-t>-n H-f h>-s bl1»->-d wh)-1-)-
thr)-ugh th~ c?-rcl?-ng H-f th- d-nc>H-rs Hnd »m=-d th> mus?-c »-nd
[D-ught>-r ha-r gl>nc) tr>v)-lin-d t- h>s cHrmHr, flH-tt-r-ng,
t>-unt>-ng, sH->-rch>-ng, H-xcH-t>-ng h>-s h--rt.

»-n th>- -1l th)- ch)-1dr)-n wh>- h2-d st-y>-d [?-t)-st w-r>- putt-ng
»-n th--r th>-ngs: th- pH-rty wo-s H»-vI-r. Sh- h>-d thr>-wn - sh>-wl
“-b>-ut h-r »-nd, s th>y w-nt tg>-th>-r t>w>-rds th>>- tr-m, spr-ys
»-f hd-r fr-sh w-rm bro->-th fl-w g>->-ly H>-b>-v>>- h-r crwl>-d h>->-d
“-nd h>-r sh>--s t>-pp=>-d bI»-th>-ly »-n th- gl>-ssy r--d.

-t wH-s th- [D-st tr-m. Th- I9-nk bra-wn h2-rs?-s kn?-w »-t »-nd sh>->-k
th"-r b-lls t3- th»- cl»-2-r n2-ght 2-n D-dm=>-n>-t>>-n. Th>- c-nduct-r
t>-1k»-d w>-th th- dro-v>-r, b-th n-dd>-ng »-ft>-n -n th>- gr-->-n I»-ght
H-f th)- [D-mp. P-n th- >mpty sH>-I-ts H-f th)- tr>Fm wH-r)- scH-tt-rH-d »-
2w c-12-ur)-d t)-ck)-ts. N> s9-und »H-f f--tst-ps c»m=- up H-r d»-wn
th- r->-d. N>~ s9-und bro-k=- th>- p»->-c- »-f th- n>-ght s2-v>- wh>-n
th>- I-nk br-wn h2-rs»-s rubb>-d th>->-r n"-s7-s t-g>-th>-r H-nd sh>-»-k
th--r b-lls.

Th-y s9->m>-d t9- I)-st)-n, h- »-n th"- upp>-r st>-p Hnd sh>- H-n th)-
[-w>-r. Sh=- c»m>- up t h>-s st>p m>-ny t+m=-s »-nd w>-nt d->-wn t)-
h-rs H-g>->-n b>-tw->-n th>--r phra-s-s »-nd H-nc)- H-r tw-c>- st)»»>-d
cl>s> brs>d> hrm f»r s+m> m>m>nts H-n th)- upp-r st)p,
f-rg"-tt)>-ng t>- g>~ d>-wn, »-nd th>n w>>-nt d>-wn. H»-s h>->-rt d-nc-d
up-n ha=r m-v>m-nts 9~k - c-rk up=-n »- t>-d>-. H>- h>->-rd wh-t
h-r H-y>-s s9-2-d 3 h>m fr-m b>-n>-»-th th»--r cH>-wl »-nd kn)-w th--t
H-n s-m- d>+m p-st, whd-th>-r H-n D> H-r r>-v>-r)->-, h>- h)-d h->-rd
tho2-r t-12- b= H)= s»-w ho-r urg- ha-r va-n-t)->-s, ho-r f-n)-
dr)-ss H-nd s-sh »-nd I"-ng bl»)-ck st?-ck-ngs, »-nd kn?-w th>-t h- h»-d
y>-1d>-d t3- th»m D~ th-usH>-nd tm>-s. Y)-t - v->-c> wH-th>-n h>-m
sp-k- bH>v>- th)- nH»>s) Hf h-s d>-ncH>ng h>->-rt, H-sk>-ng h>m
w-uld h2- t-k>- h>)-r g»-ft t> wh>-ch h>- h>-d »-nly t)- str)-tch »-ut h>)-s
h>-nd. »-nd h>~ rH-m>-mb>-r>-d th>- d>-y wh>-n h> »-nd >>-1">->-n h>-d



st2-d I->kI>ng H-nt>- th- h)-t>-1 gra-unds, w-tch>-ng th- wH»>-t-rs
runn>-ng up > tr->-1 H-f bunt)ng Hn th- flH-gst)-ff Hnd th)- fHx
t-rr--r sc-mpa-r)-ng t- H-nd fr- H-n th>> sunny I»-wn, »-nd h>-w, »-I|
H-f %~ sudd>-n, sh- h>-d br-k>-n H-ut H>nt)- - p>->-1 H-f I9-ught>-r »-nd
h=-d run d>-wn th>- sl®-p>-ng curv)- H-f th p>-th. N>-w, s th--n, h>)-
st->-d I2-stl)-ssly »-n h=-s pl2-c)-, s->m>-ngly - tr-nqu)-1 w-tch)-r H-f
th>>- sc-n>- b>--r)- h-m.

—Sh»- t-) w-nts m»- t- c)-tch h-1d H-f h-r, h»- th)-ught. Th)-t’s why
sh=- c»-m»- w»-th m»- t- th>>- tr>-m. »- c-uld »->-s>-ly c-tch h-1d H-f h)-r
wh»-n sh- c»-m=>-s up t- my st-p: n>-b>-dy H-s I->k>-ng. »- c?)-uld h>-Id
h>-r »-nd k>-ss h»-r.

But h)- d»-d n>-"-th>-r: »-nd, wh>-n h»- w»-s s9-tt-ng H-12-n>- »-n th>)-
d>-s-rt-d trrm, h) t>r) h)-s t+ck>+t H-nt) shr-ds »-nd st>-r)-d
gl->m>-ly H-t th- cH-rrug-t>-d f>>-tb>->-rd.

Th= na-xt d>-y h)- s9-t -t h>-s t>-bl>- H-n th>- b>r)- upp-r rH->rm H-r
ma-ny ha-urs. BH-f>-r) h)-m D~y - n>w p>n, > n»w b-tth)- H-f »-nk
»-nd = n>w FmHr-ld HxH-red-sF>-. Fr-m f-red- - ha-bd-t - ho-d
wr-tt)-n -t th)- t)-p - th>)- f-rst p-g>- th)>- H-n)-t)-1 1H-tt)-rs H-f th)-
jrsud-t mA-ttd-: - .M.D.G. H-n th- fI-rst I-n>- H-f th>- p-g- »-pp>->-r)-d
th- t-t1)- - th- v )-rs-s h- w-s try-ng t- wr-t>-: T+ »>—— C——.
H>- kn)-w 2t w>-s r)-ght t9- b>-g>-n s> -r h)>- h-d s-n sHmH-1>)-r
t-th¥-s H-n th>- c)-llH-ct¥-d p>->rms Hf LH-rd Byr>+n. Who>-n h»>- h)-d
wr-tt-n th)-s tH-tl»- »-nd dr-wn H-n H-rn>m>+-nt>-1 I-n>- und>-rn>-»-th
h>)- -1 »-nt>- D~ d>-ydr)->m -nd b>-g>-n t>- dr»-w d>->-gr)-ms »-n th)-
cvr H-f th- bk, H)>- 9w ho-msH-If sH-tt)-ng -t h>-s t)-bl- H-n
Bry-y th- m2-rn-ng H-ft-r th d>-scuss>>n -t th)- Chr)-stm>-s
d-nn>-r t-bl)-, try"-ng t wr-t> D p>>rm H-b>-ut PI-rn-1l »-n th)-
b-ck H-f H-n> Hf h-s f-th-r’'s scH-nd m>->--ty n)-tH-c)-s. But h)-s
bra-2-n ha)-d th-n r>-fus)d t> gr)>-ppl>- wHth th)- th>-m> »-nd,
d-s?>-st>ng, h- h¥-d cHFvIr>-d th> prg> wr-th th?- n>m>d-s »-nd
F-ddr-ss)-s - c)-rt>)--n H-f h)-s clH-ssm)-t)-s:

R-d»-r>-ck K2-ckh?-m
J9-hn L=-wt-n
»-nth>-ny M»-cSwH-n>-y

S»m=>-n M>->»-n>-n

N»-w -t s9->m>-d s H-f h)» wH-uld )1 »-g>->-n but, by d)-nt H-f
br-2-d>-ng n th)- H>ncH>d>nt, h) th)-ught hI»msH+If H-nt)-



c-nfH-d>-nc-. Dur)-ng th)-s pro-c-ss H-1l th-s>- »-I"-m»-nts wh>)-ch h>-
d>>m>-d crmm>n H-nd HnsHgn-fr-c-nt P-II H-ut H-f th>- scH-n>)-.
Thy-r)» r>Fm>»>+n)d n)> tr-c) Hf th)- trrm Hts-If nHr H-f th)-
tr>-mm>-n nH>r Hf th hH+rsHs: n+r dH>d h> nd sh> HpprF>H-r
v-va-dly. Th- vd-rs-s t-Id H-nly >-f th- n)-ght H-nd th>- b)-Imy
bro--z-- »-nd th>>» m>->-d>-n lustr>- H-f th-> m>->n. S»m>- und>-f>n>-d
sH-rr-w wo-s h=dd>-n »-n tho- ha->-rts H-f th>- pra-t>-g>-n>-sts »-s thr-y
st>-d »n s>1nc) br-nH--th th>- I>>-flD-ss tr->-s H>-nd wh-n th)-
m>-m>-nt H>-f w1l h>-d c>m=- th ko-ss, wha-ch h>-d b>>n
w»-thh>-Id by »-n=-, w-s g=-v>-n by b>-th. H-ft)-r th-s th- [-tt-rs L. D.
S. Wr- wra-tt-n H-t th)- -t H»-f th>- p>-g>-, »-nd, h»-v>-ng h>-dd>-n
th"- b--k, h)- w-nt H-nt)- h-s m>-th>-r’s b>-dr->m »H-nd g-z>-d H+t
h-s f9-c)- f-r D~ I)-ng t>-m>>- H-n th>» mI>-rr)-r H-f h-r dr)-ss-ngt>-bl»-.

But h>-s I2-ng sp>-1l - [9--sur)- »-nd [9-b>-rty w>-s dr-w=-ng t>- -ts
»-nd. H-n>- v >n)ng hd-s fH-th>-r c»m=>- h-m»- full >-f nH-ws wh=-ch
k>-pt h)-s t>ngu- busy Il thr)-ugh d>-nn=>-r. St>+ph>-n h>-d b>->n
F-wWH->t-ng hd-s f-th>-r’s r-turn £-r th-r)- h>-d b>->-n mutt>-n h>-sh
th>-t d>-y -nd h- kn-w th>-t h>)-s f-th>>-r w>-uld m=>-k=>- h>»-m d>-p h>-s
br-2-d »-n th>- gr)-vy. But h2- d>-d n>-t r-I)-sh th)- h2-sh f-r th>)-
m>-nt->-n H-f CI-ng>w>-s h-d c--t-d h-s p-12-t)- w-th »- scum H-f
d=-sgust.

—) w-lk)-d b>-ng »nt> h>+m, sH>d Mr D>-d>-lus f)-r th)- f)-urth
t>-m>-, just -t th>- c-rn>)-r H-f th)- squr-r)-.

—Th?-n = supp”>-s?>, s»>d Mrs D>-d>-lus, h?- wHIl b bl t)-
H-re-ng=>- H-t. > mI»-+n H-b)-ut BI-IvH>-d)-r)-.

—-f ¢¥-urs> h- wH-Il, s9--d Mr D-d>-lus. DH-n’t - t-1l yH-u h>-’s
pro-v-ncd--1 H-f th- H-rd>-r n)-w?

— n»=v-r I-kd-d th)- H-d>->- H-f s9-nd>-ng h>-m t)- th)- chr)-st>->-n
bra-th-rs mys>-If, s--d Mrs D>-d»-lus.

—Chr?-st?--n br)-th"-rs b»- d»-mn»-d! s»»--d Mr D}-d>-lus. ?-s »-t w»-th
P»-ddy St-nk »-nd M»-cky Mud? N>-, [9-t h"-m st9-ck t9- th~ j»-su)-ts »-n
G»-d’s n-m»- s9-nc>- h- b-g>-n wH-th th-m. Tha-y’ll b= H-f sF+rv-c)-
- h=m 2-n Hft-r y-2-rs. Th-s)- ) tho- F-112-ws th-t c-n g2+t y>-u
» psH-tn.

—-nd th-y’r)- = v )-ry r-ch H-rd>-r, >-r)-n’t th-y, SH»m>-n?

—R-th>-r. Th=y I=v)- w1l - t-11 y=-u. Y-u s-w tho--r t)-bl»- H-t
CI-ng”-w»-s. F-d up, by G>-d, I9-k>- g >-m>-c»-cks.



Mr D>-d>-lus push>-d h>-s pl>-t »-v>-r t» St>-ph>-n »-nd b>-d>- h->m
f-n>-sh wha-t w>-s »-n .

—N»=-w th-n, St2-ph=-n, h)- s2--d, y?-u must put y>-ur sh>-uld>-r t}- th>)-
wha=2-1, H-1d ch?-p. Y-u’v> h2-d - f-n>- [9-ng h>-1)-d>)-y.

—, »’'m sur?>- h>=’Il wa-rk vo-ry hd-rd n>-w, s»--d Mrs D-d>-lus,
2-sp-cH-lly wh>-n h- ho-s M>-ur?-c»- w>-th h-m.

—), H-ly PH-ul, 2= f-rg2-t H-b>-ut M>-ur)-c)-, s>>-d Mr D>-d-lus.
H>-r-, M2-ur)-c>-! Crm=>- h-r)-, y>-u tho-ck-h>->-d>-d ruff>->-n! D>~
y2-u kn=w »-’m g--ng ) s>nd y>-u t - cHliH-g> whd)-r)- thr-y’ll
t9-)-ch y?-u t)- sp>-1l c.”-.t. c)-t. H-nd F-’ll buy y?-u - n-c- [9-ttl>- p>-nny
h>-ndk=-rch->-f t- k>->-p y>-ur n-s»- dry. W»-n’t th»-t b gr--nd fun?

M»-ur>-c>- gr-nn>-d »-t h-s f-th>-r »-nd th>>-n »-t h>)-s br)-th>-r.

Mr D»-d»>-lus scra-w=-d h2-s gl?-ss H-nt>}- h}-s -y~ »-nd st>-r)-d h>-rd
>t b>-th h)s s»+ns. St»ph>n mumbld-d hI>s br>->d wH-th)-ut
F-nsw-rH-ng h-s fH-th-r’s g-z»)-.

—By th- by?-, s»>-d Mr D>-d>-lus >t ID-ngth, th>- r)>-ct)r, H-r
pra-va-ncd--1 r-th-r, w-s t-lI-ng m>- tho-t stH-ry H-b>-ut y»-u »-nd
F-th-r D-1)-n. Y2-u’r)- H-n »-mpud>-nt th)->-f, h)- s9--d.

—=, h- d»-dn’t, S>m>>-n!

—N»-t h)-1 s9--d Mr D-d>-lus. But h~ g-v> m>- - gr)->-t »-cc?-unt
»-f th- wha-1)- H-f>-r. W w>-r)- ch)-tt-ng, y>-u kno-w, »-nd »-n»-
w-rd ba-rr-w-d H-n>-th>-r. H-nd, by th- w-y, wh>- d>- y>-u th-nk h>-
t>-1d m=>- w>-1l g»-t th-t j»-b -n th>- cH-rpH-r>-t>->-n? But Il t-1 y»-u
tho-t H-ftr-r. WH-II, s = w-s s-y>-ng, wr w>H-r)} chr-tt-ng »w»y
qu-t>- fra--ndly -nd h- H-sk-d m>- d>-d H-ur fro--nd h>r wr»H-r
gl>-ss»-s st>-l, »-nd th>-n h=- t>-1d m»- th>- wh>-1)- st>-ry.

—-nd w»-s h)- >nn>-y>-d, SH»m=>-n?

—nnH-y)-d? ND-t ho-! MAnly 1t~ ch2-p! h- sH--d.

Mr D=-d?-lus »m>-t>-t>-d th> m>+ncHng nHsH+l t+n) Hf th)
pro-v-ncH-H-l.

F>-th>-r D>-12-n 2-nd »-, wh>)-n - t-1d th>-m »-1l Dt d>-nn>-r H-b>-ut H-t,
F-th-r D>-1-n H-nd >~ h>-d > gr->-t ID-ugh FvHr Ht. YU bttdr
mAnd yursHf, Fathr DHPn, s-)-d ), »r yung DAd»-us wl
snd y-u up f twAc - nAn- W ho-d - f-m>-us [9-ugh t-g»-th>-r
Fva-r -t H-! H)-1 H)-!



Mr D»-d=-lus turn=-d t>- h=»s w1~ »-nd H-nt>-rj>-ct>-d »-n h>-s n>-tur>-|
\Vie gte vy o

—Sh="~ws y>-u th- sp>-r>-t »-n wh»-ch th>-y -k~ th>- b>-ys th-r)-. »-,
- su-t P-r y-ur -, -1 d2-pl-m-cy!

H»- r-2-ssum»-d th>- pra-v>>-nc)->-1’s v 3->-c>- H-nd r-p>->-t>-d:

—= t)-1d th-m -1l -t d>-nn>)-r »-b>-ut -t H-nd FH-th>>-r D>-12-n »-nd »-
H-nd -1l H-f us wd- h)-d - ha-)-rty [D-ugh t)-g>-th)-r H-v>I-r H-t. H)-! H>)-!
H»-!

Th>- no-ght »-f th>- Wh>-tsunt»-d>- pl»-y h>-d c>m»- »-nd St>-ph>-n
fr-m th- w-nd>-w H-f th- dr)-ssH-ngr-->-m [->-k>-d »-ut H-n th>- sm-ll
gry-sspl>-t -cr)-ss wha-ch I-n2>-s H>f Ch>n>s> [>nt>+rns wH-r)-
str-tch-d. H>- w>-tch>-d th>~ v)-s>-t)-rs c-m=>- d>-wn th- st)-ps fr-m
th”- h2-us?> H-nd p-ss H-nt)- th)- th->-tr)-. StH»w>H-rds »-n »-v>-n>-ng
dr-ss, -ld B»Ilv-dd-r--ns, [>t>r)-d H>+n grrups H+ba-ut th)-
F-ntr)-nc)- - th- th)->-tr>- H-nd ush>-r-d H-n th)- vIsI-t>rs wh-th
c-r>-mH-ny. Und>-r th- sudd?>n gl>-w H>f >~ I>ntHrm h> cH-uld
r)-c)-gn-s- th- sm>-I1"-ng fH-c>- > »- pr-»)-st.

Th Bl>-ss?-d SH-cr>xm>-nt h)-d b>»>+n r»-mH»vH)d frr-m th)
t)-b>-rn"-cl?- H-nd th>- fH-rst b»-nch>-s h)-d b>>-n dr)-v>-n b>-ck s »-s
t)- [--v- th- d-)-s - th- H-1t)-r »-nd th)- spH-cH- b >t frH-)-.
=g >--nst th- w-1Is st>-d cFmp>-n>->-s Hf b)-rb)-lIs »-nd »-nd>->n
clubs; th=- dumbb»-lIs w=-r>- p-12-d »-n »-n>- c>rn>-r: H-nd »-n th>- m-)-dst
»-f c-untl-ss ha-l12-cks H>-f gymn>sP»+um sh->-s H»-nd swH»>-t>rs H-nd
s»ngl-ts -n unt)>dy br-wn pa-rc-ls th-r)- st>)-d th) st-ut
[D--th>-rj>-ck)>-t>+d v-ultng hd)-rs wHr>-t>+ng H-ts turn t> b)-
c-rr)--d up »-n th- st¥-g>- Hnd st H-n th m>-ddI>- H-f th>- wnn>-ng
t9-)>m H-t th~ »-nd H-f th»- gymn»-st-c d-splF-y.

St-ph>-n, th-ugh »-n d>-F>FrHncH - h-s r-putd-t>-n H-r H-ssry
wr-t-ng h2- h-d b-2-n H-19-ct-d sH-cr-tH-ry t- th»- gymn=>-s>-um, h--d
h=-d n- p>-rt -n th)>- frst sH-ct>>-n H-f th- prI-gr>--mm=- but »-n th>)-
pl>-y wh>-ch f-rm>-d th- s-c»-nd s-ct)»->-n h- h>-d th- ch)>->f pH-rt,
th-t »-f - f-rcH-cH)-1 pr-d>-g>-gu>-. H>- h>-d b>-n c)-st f-r H-t Hn
»-cc-unt H-f h)-s str-tur- H-nd gr-v> ma>nn>-rs -r - wh-s nh-w H-t
th=- »-nd F-f h-s sH-cH-nd y»--r H-t B>-Iv>-d>-r)- »-nd H-n numb>-r tw>-.



2 sc-r- H-f th- y-ung>-r b-ys H-n wha-t> kn-ck=-rs »-nd s»-ngl>-ts
crm>- pIttr+ng d>wn fr-m th)- st)-g»-, thrd-ugh th- v>-stry J-nd
H-nt)- th= ch-p>-I. Th= vI-stry »-nd ch>p>-1 wH-rd pH>->-pl>-d wrH-th
=g -r m-std-rs -nd bd)-ys. Th plump b-ld srg”->-nt m>-j>-r wr-s
t)-st-ng w>-th h-s -t th>- spr-ngb>--rd »-f th>- v)-ult)-ng h>-rs>)-.
Th= I-2-n y=-ung m=>-n »-n H- 12-ng H-vH>-rc->-t, wh w-s t)- g»-v>- >
sp-c -1 d)-splry >+t Hntr)-cH>-t> club swHngo-ng, st>>-d nI»Hr
w-tch=-ng w»-th H-nt-ro-st, h-s s-lv>-r-c->-t>-d clubs p=»->-p>-ng H-ut
f h-s d>--p sr-d>-pr-ck-ts. Th»- h-ll-w r-tt- H-f th>- wH--d>-n
dumbb»-1Is w-s h2=2-rd D-s H-n>-th>-r t->m m»-d>- r)->-dy t>- g»- up »>-n
th>>- st-g>-: -nd -n Hn)-th>-r m>+m=>-nt th>- »-xcH-t>-d pr-fH>-ct wh-s
hustl?-ng th~ b?-ys thr)-ugh th?- v-stry I9-k)- - fl)-ck >+ gH-Is)-,
fI-pp=-ng th>» w-ngs H-f hs s-ut>+n>- n)-rv>-usly -nd cry>-ng t- th)-
[9-ggo-rds t> m>-k> h-sth. > D)t tr>>p Hf NIF>pH>-I>-tHn
p>-s>nts wH-rd pra-ctd-s>ng th-2-r stdps -t th>- H-nd H»+f th)-
ch2»p>-1, s-m>- c-rcl-ng tho->-r H-rms »-b>-v>>- th->-r h->-ds, sH>m»>-
sw»-y>-ng th>-r b)-sk-ts H-f pH-p-r v->-1"-ts »-nd curts?-y>-ng. »-n »-
d-rk c-rn-r H-f th- ch-p>-1 H-t th)- gI-spH>-1 sH-d>- H-f th)- H1t)r »-
sty-ut H-1d 1)-dy kn>-It >-m=-d h>-r c-p>->-us bl-ck skd-rts. Wh>-n sh»)-
st¥»-d up > p>nkdr-ss-d fgurd-, w>>-rng » curly g-ld>n wr-g
»-nd -n HldfH>-sh>>n)-d str)-w sunb>-nnH-t, wd-th bld-ck p>-ncH-11")-d
F-y>-br-ws H-nd ch->-ks d¥-12-cH-t>-ly r-ugm-d H-nd p-wd>-r)-d, wH-s
d>-sc-va-r)-d. - I-w murmur H-f cur)->-s>-ty r-n ra-und th- ch-p>-1 »-t
th- d>-scH-v>-ry H-f th-s g-rld-sh f-gurd-. H-n> H-f th)- pr)-fI-cts,
sm=-1"-ng »-nd n>-dd>-ng h>-s h>»->-d, H>-ppr>->-ch>-d th>- d>-rk cH>rm»>-r
»-nd, h"-v>-ng b>-w>-d t- th)- st-ut H-1d 19)-dy, s2->-d pl>->-sntly:

—>s th-s = b»-ut)-ful y?-ung [H-dy H-r - d)-l th)-t y>-u h>v)-
h-r>-, Mrs T-11"-n?

Th-n, b»-nd>-ng d>-wn t>= p>>-r H-t th sm>-12-ng p>->nt)-d fH-c)-
und=-r th- [9-)-f H-f th>- b>-nn)-t, - Hxcl»>+m=-d:

—N»>-1 Up>n my wa-rd »= b=19-2-v)- H-t’s [D-ttl- BI-rt-> TH-I>-n
-ft)-r -1

St-ph=>-n Dt h-s pH-st by th- wH-nd>-w h>->-rd th)- »-Id I19-dy »-nd th>-
pro-2-st I9-ugh t>g)-th>r Hnd h>+>rd th> bIrys’ murmurs H-f
H-dm>-r-t>-2-n b>-h">-nd h>-m »-s th-y p>-ssH-d fH-rw>-rd t- s)-- th)-
[2-tt1>- b~y wh>- h>-d t- d>-nc>- th>- sunb>-nn=-t d>-nc>- by h>-ms>-If. »-
m>-v»m>-nt H-f Fmp>-t>->+nc)- H-scH+p>-d hm. H)- |-t th)- H-dg)- H-f



th=- bl»-nd -1l »-nd, st>-pp>-ng d>wn fr-m th>- b>-nch »-n wh>-ch h»)-
h-d b-2-n st»-nd>-ng, wH-lk>-d »-ut H-f th- ch>-p>-I.

H»- p-ss»-d D-ut H-f th>- sch>->-1h>-us>- »-nd h>-1t>-d und>-r th- sh»-d
th-t fl-nk»)-d th)- g=-rd>-n. Fr»-m th>)- th-)-tr)- H-pp-s»-t)- cH+m)- th>)-
muffl-d N5 H-f th»- F-ud>>-nc>- »-nd sudd>-n br)-z>-n clH-sh>-s H-f
th=- s2-1d-"-rs’ b»-nd. Th>- [2-ght spr-2-d upw»-rds fr-m th- gl-ss r)->-f
ma-k-ng th>- th =)t sH+>»m - fH-st>v) Hrk, >-nch)-rH-d >m)ng
th>>- hulks »-f h2-us=-s, h-r fr-2-1 c-bI-s H-f I-nt-rns [H->-p>+-ng h-r t-)-
h2-r m>->-r>-ngs. - s>+d>- d>->-r »-f th- th -t »-p>n>-d sudd>-nly
“»-nd - sh-ft H-f [9)-ght fI-w H-cro-ss th- gr)-sspl»-ts. »- sudd=-n burst H-f
mus»-c -ssu-d fr-m th>- H-rk, th>- pro-lud> H-f H- wH-Itz: »-nd wh>-n th--
s>-d- d>--r clH-sHd F-g>-n th- [D-st>n>-r cH-uld h--r th)- fH)-nt
rhythm »-f th”- mus>-c. Th- s»-nt>+m=-nt H-f th- »-p>-n>-ng bd-rs, th->-r
I"-ngu-r H-nd suppl»> m>-v>-m>-nt, Fv>-k>-d th- H-ncmmun>-c>-bl>-
H-m>-t--n wh-ch h-d b>->-n th- cH-us> H-f 1l h=-s d>-y’s unr)-st »-nd
T h-s Fmp-t>->nt m>-v>+m>-nt H-f »- m>m>-nt b)-f>-r)-. HIs unr)-st
H-ssu-d fr-m h-m 9=k = wH-v> -f s-und: H-nd »-n th)- t)-d> >f
fl-w2-ng mus=-c th- H-rk w2-s j>-urn?-y>-ng, tr->-1"-ng h>-r c>-bl»-s H-f
[P-nt>-rns H-n h-r wr-k>-. Tha-n = n>s> -k dwHr-rf H-red-l1D-ry
bra-k- th)- m2-v>m-nt. >t wd-s th)- clH-pp>-ng thH-t gr->+t>-d th»)-
H-ntry H-f th-- dumbb»-1l t9->-m »-n th>)- st)>-g>-.

-t th» fr H-nd H-f th> sh>-d n>-r tho- strr>-t - sp-ck »f p-nk
["-ght sh"~w»-d »-n th- d>-rkn=-ss »-nd D-s h>- w-1k>-d t>-w»-rds »-t h-
b-c-m»- FwH-r)- - ) F+nt FrF-mH-t-c >dI>-ur. Tw- b>ys wH-r)-
st>-nd->-ng »-n th> sh-lt)-r H-f - d»>FrwHy, sm>-k>-ng, H-nd b)-fr)-
h>- r->-ch=>-d th--m h>- h>-d r)-c-gn=>-s>-d H>-r>-n by h>-s v--c»-.

—H»-r)> c»m=-s th n>-bl>- D>dI-lus! crr->-d - ho-gh thr--ty
v--c)-. W-IcH-m»- t)- D-ur trusty fr)-»-nd!

Th-s w-Ic-m=- H-nd>)-d H-n - st p--1 H-f m-rthl-ss [H-ughtH>r s
H>>-r"-n s9-17->-m>-d »-nd th--n b>-g>-n t- p>>-k>- th>>- gr)-und w>-th h>>-s
cHr-n>)-.

—H>-r)> » H»m, s>+>d St>ph)-n, h)-lt)>ng H-nd glH-ncHng fr-m
H>-r>-n t9- h-s fr)->-nd.

Th- -tt-r wd-s - str-ng>-r t» h>=m but J-n th)- d-rkn=-ss, by th»-
H--d - th- gl»-w-ng c-gH-r)-tt)- t9-ps, h»- cH-uld m>-k>- H-ut - pH>-1)-
do-ndy>>-sh ¢ »vI>r wha-ch > sm>+1> wH-s tr-v)-lID-ng siH-wly, »-



t-11 >-vI-rcH--t>-d fH-gur)- H-nd - h>-rd ho-t. H>-r>-n d>-d n>-t tr)-ubl)-
h-ms»>-If »-b>-ut H-n P-ntr-duct»>-n but sH»->-d »-nst>-»-d:

— w-s just t)-11"-ng my fr--nd W»-11-s wh-t H- 19)-rk -t w-uld b>)-
tn>-ght H>-f y>u t>>k H>ff th)- r>cthrr Hn th) pHrrt Hf th)
sch--Im=-st)-r. -t w-uld b}~ - r-pp>-ng g»->-d j»-k>-.

H-r)-n m2-d> > p>>r Httrmpt - H»m*t>+t» f-r h)-s fr->-nd
W15 tha- r)-ct)-r’s p-d>-nt)-c b>-ss »-nd th>-n, ID-ugh>-ng -t h)-s
f-2-lur)-, H-sk-d St»-ph>-n t)- d»- -t

—G» n, D>d)lus, h> urgH-d, y>u crn t>k> hdrm Hff
r-pp>-ngly. H»- tht w2l nt h-»-r th’- church”- [t h-m b t)-
th -2~ s th - h - -th 2n - nd th - publ ¢ Hn »-.

Th)= >mH>-t>+t>>+n wIs pra-vH-ntH-d by > mH)-Id Hxprd-ssH>+n H+f
H-ngH-r fr-m WH-11-s -n wh-s>- m-uthp>->-c)- th)- cH-g>-r)-ttH- h>-d
b-c)-m»- -9 t)-ghtly w-dg>-d.

—D»-mn th-s bl?-nk>-ty bl»-nk h-1d>)-r, h"- s)--d, t>-k>ng -t frH-m
h»s m=-uth »-nd sm>~I"-ng »-nd fr-wn=>-ng up>-n -t t>1>-rntly. H>-t’s
Flw-ys gH-tt-ng stuck I9-k- tha-t. D>~ y?-u us?- »- h)-ld>-r?

— d-n’t sm-k>)-, Hnsw>-r>-d St-ph>-n.

—N»-, s9--d H>-r>-n, D>-d>-lus s » m>-d>-| y>-uth. H>- d>-)-sn’t
sm-k=- -nd h>- d>->-sn’t g7~ t- b>-z>-rs »-nd h)- d>->-sn’t flH-rt H-nd
h- d-"-sn’t d»-mn H-nyth=-ng H-r d»-mn H-II.

St-ph>-n sh--k h?-s h”>->-d »>-nd sm>-1"-d H-n h>)-s r>-v>-I's flush)-d
F-nd m>-bH-19- £3-c)-, b)-)-kI-d 19-k)>- - bd-rd’s. H)>- h2-d »-ftH-n th-ught
-t str-ng>- th-t V-ncH-nt HD-r-n h-d »- b)-rd’s ¢ s w1l s »-
b-rd’s n-m»-. ) sh}-ck H-f p-12- h2=-r 1)~y H-n th>- fH-r>+h>->-d IH-k)-
- ruffl)-d cr-st: th- f-r-h>->-d w2-s n)-rr-w -nd b>-ny »-nd F- th>-n
h-2-k>-d n-s» st>-d H-ut b>twH>Hn th)- clHs»s»t pr>-m>+-n)-nt
»-y>-s wha-ch w>-r)- I9-ght -nd H-n>-xpr-ss-v>-. Th>- r-vI-Is w>H-r)-
sch="-1 fr)-"-nds. Tho-y st t-g>-th>-r H-n cl?-ss, kn>-It t)-g>-th>-r »-n
th>- ch-p-1, t>-1k>-d t)-g»-th>-r H-ft)-r b>--ds H-v>>-r th->-r lunch>-s. »-s
th- B>-11-ws H-n numb>-r »-n>- w>-r) undd-st>ngu>-sh-d dull?-rds,
St»ph-n H-nd H>»rHn h>-d b)»>n durdng th> y>r th) vI-rtu-I
h-2-ds -f th- sch-)-I. >t wd-s th>-y wh) wHnt up t9 th) rd-ct)r
t-g-th>)-r t- sk F-r D= fr-- d-y H-r - gt - P-119-w H-ff.

—) by th= wd-y, s9>-d HI>-r)>-n sudd>-nly, »~ s»+w y>-ur gH-vI>-rnH-r
g-"-ng »-n.



Th>= sma-12- w>-n>-d »-n St»-ph>-n’s fH-c-. H-ny HllusH->n mH>-d>- t)-
h-s f-th>-r by == f-11-w H-r by - m»-st>-r put h-s c-Im t- rH-ut H-n -
ma»=m-nt. HI> wIH+tH>d Hn tFmH>rdus sH+IH-ncd) - hFH+r whi-t
H>-r»-n mo-ght s>y nrxt. H>»r>n, h>»wHvIrr, nudg>d hr»m
F-Xpr-ss-va-ly wa-th ho-s H-1b»-w H-nd s»->-d:

—Y»-u'r> - sly d)-g.
—Why s9-? s9--d St-ph>-n.

—Y>-u’d tho-nk butt>-r w>-uldn’t m=-It »-n y=-ur m=-uth, s->-d H>-r)-n.
But »-’m H-fr)--d y?-u’r)- - sly d>-g.

—M=-ght = sk y>-u wha-t y>-u »>r) t>lk>+ng Hb>-ut? s)>-d
St-ph>-n urb>-n>-ly.

—nd>--d y»-u m>-ght, »-nswr-r-d H>-r>-n. W sw h>-r, WH-11)-s,
d¥>dn’t w>? +nd dIucHdly prI-tty sh> >+s  t>>. Ind
nqu-sH-tv-1 Hnd wh-t pArt d2-2-s St2phHn tk2>- Mr D2dHus?
#nd weHI Stphan nt sHng, Mr DAdHus? Y-ur gH-vH-rmH-r wh-s
st¥-r)-ng »-t h)-r thr)-ugh th>-t H-y>-gl-ss H>-f h)-s f-r D1l h>- ws w-rth
s> tho-t »- th>-nk th>)- »-Id m>-n h>-s f>-und y»-u H-ut t>->-. > w>-uldn’t
c-r>- D= bH-t, by J»-v-. Sh-’s r»-pp>-ng, H-sn’t sh>-, W-11)-s?

—N-t h-If bd-d, HnswH-r>-d WH-11"-s qu--tly s h>- pl»-c>-d h)-s
ha-1d>-r »-nc> m>-r>- -n - cFrn>-r »-f h-s m-uth.

- sh-ft H-f m>»mI>-nt>-ry HngH-r fI-w thr-ugh St>-ph>-n’s m>-nd -t
th-s7- nd>-1>-cH-t> HllusH>ns H-n th> h>»+rH+ng H-f D str)-ng>H-r.
F>-r h)-m tho-r)- w»-s n)-th-ng H>-mus>-ng »-n - gH-rl’s H-nt>-r>-st »-nd
r-g>-rd. 1l d>»y h)> hd)d th)ught Hf n)th-ng but thH>)-r
[9-)-v>-t>-k)-ng Hn th)- stHps Hf th>- tr>-m -t HI-r)-Id’s Crd-ss, th)-
stry-m -f m->-dy H>m>-t>>-ns H-t h-d m>-d>- t)- c)-ursH- thro-ugh
h»m -nd th>~ p>>m h>- h>-d wr)-tt)-n »H-b>-ut »-t. -1l d>y h>- h>-d
H-m=>-g>-n>-d - nw m>--t>-ng w-th h2-r f>-r h>- kn=-w th>-t sh>- w»-s
t)- c-m>- t)- th)- pl)-y. Th- H-Id rH-stid-ss m>»->-d>-n>-ss h>-d H-g>>n
f-119-d h-s br)-2-st -s -t ha-d d>-n- H-n th>- nH-ght H-f th)- p-rty, but
h>-d n2)-t f-und »-n D-utl>-t H-n v-rs>-. Th>)- gr-wth H-nd kn>-wl>-dg>- »-f
tw-  y>rs - bryhdr-d str-d  btwdn thd-n nd nHw,
)-rb»-dd=-ng such »-n H-utl>-t: H-nd H-Il d>-y th>= str->m >-f gl>->rmy
t-nd>-rn)-ss wHr-th>-n h-m h>-d std-rt-d f-rth -nd r-turnm-d up-n
Hts)-If H-n d)-rk c-ursH-s H-nd H-dd>->-s, wH>-ry>-ng h--m »»-n th>- »-nd
unt)-1 th- pl->-sH>ntry H-f th- pra-f-ct »-nd th>- p>->-nt)-d [-ttlH- by
h-d dr-wn fr-m h>-m - m>-v>-m»>-nt H-f H>-mp>-t>->-nc>H-.



—S» y>u mA>y s wHll HdmH-t, HH-rH-n wHnt H-n, th-t wH-’v)-
f--rly f-und y2-u H-ut th-s t-m->-. Y-u c-n’t pl)-y th"- s9-nt >-n m>)-
H-ny mH-r-, th-t’s H-n)- sur)- fH-v>-.

D= -1t p--1 - mI-rthi-ss 1D-ughtI-r H-scH>-p>-d fr»-m h>-s I2-ps »-nd,
b>-nd>-ng d>-wn s b>-f>-r)-, h>- struck St>ph>>-n I9-ghtly H-cro-ss th)-
c-If - th)- I9-g w-th h)-s c»-n>-, H-s H-f H-n j»-st>ng rH-pr)-H-f.

St¥>-ph-n’s m>»m=-nt H-f »-ng>r h>-d Hlr)>->-dy p>-ss>d. H» wIs
n-"-th>-r f-tt)-r)-d no-r c>-nfus?-d but s>mply w-sh-d th)- b>-nt)-r t)-
»-nd. H>- sc-rea-ly rm-sH-nt-d wh-t ho-d s>>m=-d t9- h-m > sH-lly
F-nd>-1I-c-t-nD-ss £-r ho- kn-w th-t th= H-dv>-ntur>- »-n h>-s m»>-nd
st»-d H-n n>- d>-ngH-r fr-m th-s>- wa-rds: »-nd h-s ¢ m>-rrH-rH-d
h=s r»=va-1’s f-1s9- sm-19)-.

—=dmH-t! r-p>>-t>-d HH>-r-n, str>-k>+ng h-m H-g>>n wr-th h)-s
c-n>)- -cr-ss tho- c)-If H-f th)- 19)-g.

Th»- stro-k- w-s plo-yful but n2-t s9- I9-ghtly g2-v>>-n »-s th>- f)-rst »-n»-
h=-d b>->-n. St>ph>-n It th>- sk-n t>-ngl>- H-nd gl>-w sim-ghtly »-nd
H-Im-st pH->nld-ssly; H-nd, b>wng subm=-ssH+vI-ly, H-s H-f t mH>->)-t
h-s  crmp>n>>n’s  jFstrng mI»Hd, bIrg>rn t>» r>crt)
th- CAnf -t Th- H-pr-s»+d>- H-nd>-d wH-Il, -r b>-th HH>-r>-n »-nd
W-11-s ID-ugh=-d »-ndulg>-ntly »-t th>= H-rr-v>-rH-nc>-.

Th- c»-nfHss->n c>Fm> H-nly fr>-m St)»-ph>-n’s [H-ps H-nd, whH-1)-
th>~y sp>-k>- th w>-rds, »- sudd>-n m>m=>-ry h>-d cH>-rrH->-d h>-m t>-
-n-th>-r sc»-n>- c-lI7-d up, s H-f by m>-g=-c, -t th»- m>-m=>-nt wh>-n
h=- h2-d n2-t-d th>- f-)-nt cru=-1 d>-mpl>-s -t th>- crn>-rs H+f H>-rH>-n’s
sm>-12-ng 12-ps H-nd h>-d -1t th- FFm>-1-r strr-k)> H-f th)- cFn)-
»g»->nst ho-s cIf H>nd h>-d h>»>-rd th> HF-m>-1>>r wHrd Hf
H-dm=>-n>H-t)--n:

—>-dm»-t.

Mt wH-s tFwH-rds th- clH-s» H-f h)-s F)-rst t3-rm H-n th)- cH-l1-g»-
wh>-n h>= w»-s »-n numb>-r s>+x. H>-s s>nsH+t)-v>> nH-tur) w>-s st-ll
sma-rt-ng und>-r th)- 19-sh>-s H-f »-n und>-v>n>-d H-nd squI-1"-d wHy H-f
[, H>-s s9-ul w-s st-1l d>-squr->-t>-d »-nd c-st d>-wn by th- dull
ph-n">m>-n=>-n »-f Dubl>-n. HY>- h>-d >m>-rg>-d frr-m » tw- y s’
sp-11 H-f r-v-r-)- ) F-nd h-msH-If H-n th- m>-dst H-f > n»w scH-n>-,
vo-ry -va-nt H-nd f-gur)- H-f wha-ch H-ff-ct-d h-m H-nt>F-m)-t>-ly,
d>-shr>rtrn>+-d h>+m »-r Hlurd-d H>+nd, whd>-th>-r Hllur-ng H-r
do-sh»--rt»n-ng, >lI-d h>m Hlwrys wa-th unr)-st H-nd bI-tt)-r



th”-ughts. »-1l th>~ [9-)-sur?- wh»-ch h’-s sch=>-1 - )-ft h-m wH-s
p>-ss-d H-n th= crmp-ny H-f subvr-rs+-vr wr-tH-rs wh-s> g-b»-s
Hnd v »->I>ncH> Hf spHI-ch st up > fHrmI-nt H>n hI)s brH)n
b= th-y p-ss-d F-ut H-f H-t H>-nt> h)-s crud>- wr-t>-ngs.

Th= D-ss-y w-s f)-r h-m th- ch>->)-f [9)-b>)-ur H-f hs wr>-k H-nd
»-v-ry Tud-sd?-y, »-s h= m>-rch)-d fr-m h)-m>- t)- th- sch>->I, h)-
r->-d ho-s -t »-n th>- »-ncH-d>-nts H-f th>- whr-y, pH-tt)-ng h>-ms>-If
g >nst sH+m)- Fgurd> Hh>->-d Hf h>m H>nd qud-ck>n>ng h)-s
p-C) 0 D-utstrd-p H-t bFr)- ) cd-rtdn g1 wH-s r-I-ch-d H-r
pl-nt-ng h>-s st)-ps scrupul>-usly »-n th>)- sp-c-s H-f th)- poH-tchw-rk H-f
th>)- p>-thw>-y »-nd t>-11"-ng h>-ms>-If th>-t h-- w>-uld b~ fH-rst >-nd n)-t
f-rst )-n th)- w->-kly »-ss)-y.

=N - c-rtd-n Tud-sdd-y th- cI-urs)- H-f h-s tr-umphs w»-s rud>-ly
bra-k-n. Mr To-t)-, th~ H-ngl-sh m»-st¥-r, p->nt)-d h)-s f-ngHr H-t
h>»-m »-nd s9-"-d bluntly:

—Th>=s 11w h=s ho-ro)-sy »-n h>-s F-ss)-y.

P~ hush -1 H-n th)- cl)-ss. Mr Tt~ d>-d n)-t br)->-k -t but dug w>-th
h2-s h)-nd b2>~tw>->-n h>-s th)-ghs wh)-I9- h)s h>+>v>-ly st¥rch)-d
[?-n)-n cr->-k>+d H»-b>-ut h>-s nh-ck H»+nd wrd-sts. St>ph>-n d>-d nH-t
-k up. -t w>-s 2 rm-w spr-ng m>-rn>-ng »-nd h>-s H-y>s w>-r)- st
smH-rt-ng nd wH->-k. H>» wIs crnscH-us > fr>+lur) H-nd Hf
do-t)-ct>-)-n, H-f th>- squ-12-r H-f h>-s »-wn m>-nd H-nd h>-m»-, H-nd fH-It
2-g>--nst h-s n-ck th)- r-w H-dg>- H-f h--s turn--d H-nd j>-gg=>-d c>-11>)-r.

2 sh=-rt I)-ud [D-ugh fr-m Mr To-t)- s+t th=)- cl)-ss m-r)- -t s,
—P»-rh"-ps y»-u d-dn’t kn")-w th-t, h"- s-»-d.

—Wh»-r>-? »-sk>-d St>-ph>-n.

Mr T-t)- w»>-thdr)-w h=~s d~Iv>-ng h--nd »-nd spra---d H-ut th- H-ss>-y.

—H»r)-. I-t’s H-b>-ut th>- Cr»>-t>-r »-nd th»- s?-ul. Rrm... rrm... rrm...
Fhlwypth-ut - pAssHbHrty M Pvr  Pppr-2chrng
n -2 2. Th)-t’s ho-r)-sy.

St»-ph=>-n murmur>-d:
— m=nt wth Hut - pAss 2o -ty H v r-Hch»ng.

-t w-s - subm>-ssH»>-n Hnd Mr TH-t-, H-pp>>-s>-d, -Id>-d up th-
H-s$)-y -nd p-ss)-d -t H-crd-ss t h-m, sHy»-ng:

—... =l vt r)-2chng. Tha-t’s H-n)-th)-r st-ry.



But th- cl?-ss w2-s na-t s s»>-n »pp>>>s>d. Thr-ugh n>-b>-dy
sp>-k>- t ho-m »-f th)= Hf>-r H-ft-r cl»-ss h>- cH-uld -1 H-b>-ut
h>-m - v-gu=- g-n>-r>-1 m>-1=-gn>-nt j>-y.

- f»w no-ghts H-ft)-r th>-s publ?-c ch”-d>-ng h>» w>-s w-Ik>-ng w>-th
- -ttd-r H-19-ng th>- Drumc>-ndr- R>-2>-d wh>-n h)- ho->-rd - v)->-c)-
cry:

—H1t!

H>- turn>-d =nd s?>w thr->- b>-ys »>f h)-s »wn cl?)-ss c>m=-ng
t>w>-rds h=-m »-n th>>- dusk. -t w>-s H>-r>-n wh>- h»-d c>-11»-d »-ut »-nd,
2-s = m-rcha-d f-rw>-rd b-tw>--n h>-s tw>- H-tt-nd>-nts, h- cl-ft
th>)>- 21 b)) h-m w>-th »- th>-n c-n>>-, »-n t-m=- t)- th->-r st-ps.
B-1"-nd, h-s fr-»-nd, m>-rch-d b>-s»-d>- h»m, »- [-rg>- gr)-n »-n h>)-s
-, wh -9~ N>-sh c-m>- -n D f-w st)-ps b>-h>-nd, bI>-w>-ng fr-m
th>- p2-c?- -nd w-gg=-ng h-s gro->-t r-d h-»-d.

»s s9>n s th) brys h)-d turnd-d H-nt>- CP»-nH)-ff»- RIH-d
t)-g>-th>-r th-y b>g>n t- spr>+k -br-ut b>+ks »-nd wrH-t)-rs,
s-y>-ng wha-t b>-)-ks th>-y w>-r)- r->-d>-ng »-nd h->-w m=>-ny b>--ks
th-r)= w2-r) H-n th--r f-th)-rs’ b>»--kcH>-s>s Dt h»-m>-. StH-ph-n
[D-st>-n>-d t>- th>-m >-n sFm> wHrnd>-rm>>-nt f>-r B>-1"-nd w>-s th>)-
dunc- ?-nd N»-sh th- -di?-r H-f th>- cl?-ss. H-n FH-ct H-ftHr sH+-m- t-lk
F-b-ut th--r BFv-urd-t) wr-td-rs N>-sh d>-clH-r-d f)-r CHpt>>n
M»-rry»-t wh2-, h?= s9-2-d, w>-s th)- gr)->-t>-st wr-t)-r.

—Fudg”?-! s»2-d H>r>+n. sk DH>-d>lus. Wh> s th)- gr)--t)-st
wra-t-r, D-d»-lus?

St-ph>-n n>-t>-d th> m=-ck=>-ry »-n th>- qu-st>»-n »-nd s»->-d:

—-f pr)-s2- d>- y2-u m>->-n?

—Y»)s.

—N»>-wm»-n, »- th-nk.

—-s H-t CHrd>-n>-1 N>-wm»-n? H-sk>-d B-1)-nd.

—Y -3, FnswH-r)-d St>-ph>-n.

Th>- gro-n br=-d>-n>-d >-n N»-sh’s fr)-ckl?-d )¢ s h)- turn)-d t)-
St»-ph>-n »-nd s>->-d:

—-nd d?- y2-u -k CH-rd>-n>-1 N>-wm»-n, D>-d>-lus?

—, mD-ny sy tho-t N=wm>-n h>-s th)- b-st pr)-s»- styl?>-, H>-rH-n
s--d t9- th)- H-th-r tw- Hn H-xpl>nI-t>>n, Hf cH-ursH>+ h>-’s nH-t »-
Pt



—-nd wh>)- »-s th>}- b>)-st p=->-t, H>-r>-n? »-sk»-d B»-1"-nd.
—L»-rd T-nnys>-n, H-f cH-urs>-, H-nsw>-r>-d HH-r>-n.

—-, y»-s, L-rd T-nnys>-n, s9--d N>-sh. W~ h-v>- Il h)-s pH»--try
-t h-m»>- »-n »- b)-H-k.

-t th-s St-ph=>-n f-rg>-t th>- s>-1>-nt vo-ws h>- h>-d b>->-n m>-k>-ng
»-nd burst »-ut:

—T-nnys>-n - p>->-t! Why, h2-’s H-nly - rhym»-st)-r!

—), g+t H-ut! s--d H-r-n. -v-ry"-n>- kno-ws th--t T>nnys=>-n »-s
th>- gro--t>-st p->-t.

—-nd wh>)- d- y»-u th-nk »-s th-- gr---t>-st p>->-t? »-sk>-d B>>-I1"-nd,
nudg=-ng h-s n-»-ghb»-ur.

—Byr>-n, »-f c-urs>-, >-nsw>-r>-d St>-ph>-n.

H>-r)-n g»-v>- th>- I->-d H-nd DIl thra>-> j»>+n>-d H>n > scH-rnful
["-ugh.

—Wh»-t -r)- y»-u I9-ugh”-ng »-t? »-sk>-d St>-ph>-n.

—Yu, $>>d HIr)n. Byr>n th gr-H-t>st p>-t! HI>’s Hnly >
p--t £-r un’-duc-t>-d p>->-plH-.

—H»- must b~ D~ f>-n>)- pP->-t! sH->-d BH>-1")-nd.

—Y-u m7-y k"-p y?>-ur m»-uth shut, s9--d St»-ph=-n, turn’-ng »-n h»-m
b-1dly. D11 y?-u kn-w H-b>-ut p>>-try »-s wh -t y>-u wr-t9- up H-n th)-
sI-t)-s »-n th>- y>-rd »-nd w>-r>- go->-ng t> b~ sH-nt t>- th)- |-t -r.

B>-1"-nd, »-n f-ct, wH-s s--d t h>-v>> wr-tt)-n »-n th)- slH-t)-s »-n
th>- y>-rd - c-uplH-t »-b>-ut »- cl-ssm>-t> H-f h>-s wh- H-ft)-n r-d>-
h=»-m>- fr-m th>>- c>-11"-g>- »-n - p>ny:

> Tys?-n WS r¥-d>-ng »nt)- J¥-rusH-17-m
H»- 11 »-nd hurt h=2-s D-12-c K)-f>>-z)-lum.

Th»)-s thrust put th>- tw=- [=2-ut>n>-nts t3- s)-12-nc)- but HH-rH-n wnt
»-n:

—n H-ny c»-s» Byr-n wH-s - ho-r)-t2-c >-nd H-mm>H-r)-1 t->)-.
—~ d-n’t c)-r)- wh-t h- w-s, cra->-d St-ph=>-n h)-tly.

—Y>-u d>n’t c>rF whH-th>-r h>= wHs - h»r>-tH>c »r nH+t? sH»+»>-d
N»-sh.

—Wh»>-t d- y-u kn-w H-b>-ut H-t? sha-ut>-d St>ph>-n. Y>-u n)-vH-r
r-2-d > 1D-n) H+f Hnyth-ng Hn yH-ur D> HxcHpt H tr-ns Hr
B>-1"-nd H»->-th>)-r.



— kn")~w th>-t Byr--n w»-s »- b»-d m>-n, s->-d B>-1>-nd.

—H»-r"), c-tch ha-1d »-f th"-s h-r-t2-c, H>-r>-n c)-117-d H-ut.

N ) m>+mI-nt Stph>n wHs - pr-s>+n-r.

—T-t9 m>-d>- y?-u buck up th?- H-th>-r d»-y, H)>-r>-n w>-nt »-n, »-b"-ut
th>>- h=-r"-sy 2-n y»-ur »-ss»-y.

—>="11 11 h»=m t>m>>-rr-w, s->-d B-1"-nd.

—WHI y>-u? s»2-d St-phd-n. Y-u'd b Hfr)-)-d t>- HpH>n y)-ur
I)-ps.

—fr--d?

—y. Hfr--d - yH-ur ).

—B>»-h>»-v> yursH>If! cr->-d HI>-r-n, cutt)>ng »-t St)-ph-n’s I7-gs
w-th h)-s c-n»)-.

-t w-s th- s-gn)-I f-r th--r H-ns-t. N»>-sh p>-n>->-n>-d h}-s H-rms
b>-h=-nd wh>-1"- B-1"-nd s--z-)-d - ["-ng c-bb=-g»- stump wh>-ch w>-s
ly>-ng »-n th>- gutt>-r. Struggl»-ng »-nd k>-ck>-ng und>-r th>- cuts »-f th-
c-n)- H-nd th- bl?-ws H-f th)- kn)-tty stump St-ph-n w>-s b>-rn)- b)-ck
»-g>->-nst H- b-rb)-d w-rd- fH-nch-.

—~dm»-t tho-t Byr--n w>-s n)- g»->-d.

—N»-.

—)-dm»-t.

—N»>-.

—-dm»-t.

—N>-. N>

-t [9-st H-ft-r »- fury - plung=-s h=> wr-nch>-d h>ms>-If fr->-. H»-s
t-rm>-ntd-rs s>+t Hff tFwHrds IFn>-s’s RI)d, ID-ugh’-ng »H-nd
jr-ng -t h-m, wh)-19- h)-, h-If bl9-nd»>-d w>-th t)-)-rs, stumbl)-d
“-n, cI?-nch"-ng h>-s f-sts m-dly »-nd s»-bb=-ng.

Wha-12- h= wa-s stll r»-pHr->-tIng th)- CHAnfrt2-2+ >mH>-d th)-
“-ndulg=-nt ID-ught-r »-f h»-s h>=>-r>-rs »-nd wh>-1>- th>)- sc>-n>-s »-f th)-t
m>=1-gn-nt H-p>-sH>+d> wH-r) st p-ssHng shr-rply H-nd sw-ftly
b-f)-r) h>-s m>-nd h wHnd>-r)-d why h>- b)-r) nd» mH>-I>-cH> n)»w
t)- th-s- wh>- h-d t>-rm=-nt>-d h>>»m. H»>- h>-d n>-t f-rg>-tt>-n > wh>-t
- th-)-r c>w-rd>-c)- H-nd crud-Ity but th» m>»m>-ry H-f >t c)-l19-d
f-rth n>- -ng>>-r fr-m h>»m. DIl th- d-scr-ptd-+ns H-f fH)-rcH- -v)-
H-nd h2-tr)-d wh>-ch h?- h-d m»-t »»-n b>-)-ks h)-d s>+>m=>-d t> h)»m
th-r->-r- unr->-1. D-v>>-n th>-t n-ght »-s h> stumbl>-d h>»m»>-w>-rds



H»1)-ng JFn)s’s RFI>d h> hd It th-t sFmd» prwHr wihs
d-v-st>ng h-m H-f tho-t sudd>nwH-vI-n H-ngH-r s HFsHly »s >
frum-t H-s d-v)-st-d H-f H-ts s)-ft r-p>- pH-H-I.

H>- r-m»->-n>-d st>-nd>-ng w»-th h>-s tw>- c-mp=-n->---ns H-t th»- »-nd
-t tho- sha-d ID-st>-n>-ng »H-dly t> th>->-r t>-lk »-r t> th>- bursts H-f
»-pplD-us>- H-n th- th->-tr)-. Sh- w-s sH-tt-ng th>-r>- »m=-ng th>-
H-th)-rs pH>-rhd-ps wH>-t>+ng f>-r h»-m t> >»pprF>-r. H)- tr-Hd t)
r-c-1l h-r H-pp>->-r)-ncH- but cH-uld n)-t. HD- cP-uld r>m=>-mb=-r H-nly
th~t sh>)- h»-d w>-rn »- sh>-wl H-b>-ut h>-r h=’->-d I~k »- c-wl »-nd th)-t
ha-r d>)-rk »-y>-s h>-d H-nv>-t>-d H-nd unn>-rv>-d h>-m. H>- w>-nd»-r>-d
h-d h- b)-2-n »-n h>-r th-ughts F-s sh)- h>-d b>--n H-n h)-s. Th-n »-n
th- d>-rk »-nd uns>->-n by th>>- »-th>-r tw>- h>)- r)-st>-d th>- t)-ps »-f th)-
f-ng>-rs H-f »-n>- h>>-nd up>-n th>- p>-Im H-f th- H-th>-r h>-nd, scH-rcH>-ly
t9-uch-ng -t I9)-ghtly. But th>~ pro-ssur)- >-f h2-r f-ng>-rs h>-d b>->-n
[7-ght)-r -nd st?--d>->-r: >-nd sudd>-nly th» m>»m>-ry H-f th->-r t)-uch
tr-v-rso-d h2=s bra--n H-nd b>-dy -k~ >-n HnvH>-s»+bl)- wH-v>)-.

» by c>m=- tw-rds th»m, runn>-ng »-1’-ng und>-r th>- sh>-d. H»)-
WS xc-t)-d H-nd br-»-thl>-ss.

—, D>-d>-lus, h- cry--d, DIyl s H»n = gr->-t b)-k)» H-b)-ut
y2-u. Y-u'r)- = g 2-n -t -ncd- H-nd g+t dr-ss-d f-r th>- pl-y. Hurry
up, y»-u bH-tt)-r.

—H»’s c»-ma-ng n)-w, s-d HH>-r-n ) th) m-ssH-ng>-r w-th »-
h"-ughty dr-wl, wh=-n h)- w»-nts t-.

Th2- b~y turn’-d t- H>-r)-n »-nd r)-p>-»-t)-d:
—But D~y 2-s »-n »-n H>wful b>-k»-.

—WHI y>-u -1l D)yl wHth my bd-st crmplH»mH-nts th>-t >
d>-mn»-d h-s >-y>-s? H»-nsw>-r>-d HH>-r>-n.

—W-II, - must g n>-w, s2--d St>-ph>-n, wh=- c-r>-d I)-ttl»- f-r such
p>--nts H-f h-n>-ur.

—> w-uldn’t, s»-2-d H)-r-n, d>-mn m>- H-f H- wH-uld. Th-t’s n)- wHy
t)- s-nd f)-r H>n)- - th)- sH»n>+>r brys. H-n H b>-kI-, Hnd>->-d! »-
th-nk »-t’s qu-t>- H-n>-ugh th>-t y>-u’r- t>kI-ng - pH-rt »-n h>-s b>-lly
2-1d pl-y.

Th-s sp-r>-t »-f qur-rr-ls>m=- crmrH-d>-sh>-p wh>-ch h> h>-d
H-bsFrv-d 1Dty H-n ha-s r-v>-1 h)-d nI-t sH-duch-d St>-ph>-n fr-m
h-s h-b-ts H-f qu->-t >-b>-d>->-ncH-. HH» m-strustd-d th>- turbul»nc>-
»-nd d”-ubt)-d th- s»-nc)-r)-ty - such c-mr)-d>-sh>-p wh>-ch s-»>-m»-d



t9- h-m 2= s-rry nt)-c-p)-t>-n H-f mI»-nh)->-d. Th)- qud-st>>-n H-f
h-n>-ur h>=r r->-s3-d w>-s, -k -1l such qu-st>--ns, tr3-v>->- t)-
h-m. Wh>-1")- h?s m2>-nd h>-d b>-n pursu?-ng »-ts -nt-ng>-bl>-
ph>-nt»-ms »-nd turn=>-ng H-n H-rr)-sH>-lut>>>-n fro-m such pursu’-t h>- h>-d
h-2-rd H-b»-ut h»-m th- c)»-nstnt v }->-cH-s H-f h-s fH-th)-r »-nd H-f h)-s
m-st-rs, urg»-ng h>m t)- b)- H g-ntl»m>-n H>-b>v>- Il th-ngs »-nd
urg-ng hm t3~ b~ - g>>-d cH)-th)-I19-c »>b>v> I th-ngs. Thr-s)-
v-c-s ha-d n)-w crm>- - b ha-lID-ws>-und>-ng »-n hm-s H--rs.
Wh»-n th=- gymn»-s»-um h>~d b>->-n »-p>-n>>-d h>- h>-d h>->-rd »-n>-th>-r
v-2-c- urg=-ng h>-m t- b>)- str-ng »-nd m--nly »-nd h>->-Ithy »-nd wh>-n
th- m2-v>-m»-nt t>-w>-rds n)-t>->-n>)-I r-vI-v>-1 h--d b-gun t- b)- f-It
2-n th- c-119-g>- y>-t >-n>)-th>-r v>>-»-c- h>-d b>-dd>-n h->-m b trum- t>-
h-s c-untry »-nd h2~1p t9- r->-s>- up h>-r [9-ngu-g>- »-nd tr)-d>-t>->-n.
“-n th- pr-f-n)- wH-rld, s h)- F>r-sHw, > wH-rldly v-2-c> w>-uld
b-d h=m r-"-s9- up h-s fH-th-r’s f>-11-n st>-t>- by h>-s I’-b>-urs »-nd,
m>->nwh>-19-, th- v }-2-c) - h)-s sch -1 cH+mr)-d>-s urg”-d h>»-m t-)-
b= - dd-c-nt 1w, t9- sh->-Id »H-th>-rs fr-m blH>-m>>- H-r t9- b)-g
th>-m »-ff »-nd t- d>- h>>-s b-st t-> gt fr-- d-ys f-r th>>- sch>->-1. »-nd
-t w-s th- d-n H-f -l th-s> h>-11"-ws>-und>-ng v>->-c-s thH>-t m>-d>-
h»m h2-1t »-rr)-s>-lut>-ly H-n th- pursum-t »-f ph)-nt>ms. H>- g>-v)-
th-m H--r H-nly f-r - t>m~- but h»- w-s h>-ppy H-nly wh>-n h>- w>-s
f-r fr-m th-m, b-y>-nd th>--r cH-1l, >~1-n>- H-r »-n th- cH»mp>-ny H-f
pha-nt)-sm>-I cH»-mr>-d>-s.

»-n th- v-stry - plump fro-shf>-c>-d j-su-t »-nd »-n »H-Id>-rly m>-n, »-n
sh”-bby blu?- cl?-th?-s, w-r)- d»-bbl?-ng »-n - c)s> Hf p>->-nts »-nd
ch>-1ks. Th>- b-ys wh=- h>-d b>--n p>->nt>-d w-1k>-d »-b=-ut »-r st>->-d
st-1l »-wkw>-rdly, t9-uch”-ng th>-r f-c)-s Hn > g>-ng>-rly f>-sh>->-n
w-th th--r furt)-v> F)ng>-rt-ps. H-n th>- m>-ddl>- H-f th)- v)-stry »-
y=-ung jo-su-t, wh= w>-s th-n H-n »- v»)-s)-t t- th- c)-11"-g»-, st>>-d
r-ck-ng h-ms>-If rhythm=-c-lly fr-m th=- t-ps H>-f h-s t)--s t- h>-s
h>->-1s »-nd b>-ck D-g=>->-n, h>-s h>-nds thrust w1l f-rw>-rd H-nt)- h>-s
s-d>-pH-ckI-ts. HH-s sm>-Il h-)-d st Hff w-th gl-ssy r-d curls »-nd
h-s n2-wly sh”-v-n f3-c>- H-gr)->-d w1l w-th th- sp>-tl)-ss d>-cH-ncy
H-f h-s s9-ut>-n>- H-nd w>-th h>)-s sp-tl-ss sho-)-s.

»-s h= wa-tch)-d th>-s sw-y>-ng fH»rm H-nd tr->-d > r>->-d fH-r
h-ms>-1f th- I2-g>-nd -1 th)>- pr-»-st’s m=>-ck>-ng sm=>-12- th-r>- cHrm»-
H-nt>)- St-ph>-n’s mH>+m-ry - s»-y>-ng wh-ch h»- h>-d h>->-rd fr>-m h>}-s
f-th>-r b-f)-r)> h>- h>-d b>>-n sH-nt t>- ClH-ng>-w»-s, tho-t y»-u c»-uld



lw-ys -1l - j-sud-t by th)- styl>- -f h)-s clo-th)-s. H-t th)- sFm>)-
m>>-m=-nt h- th--ught h>> s>w > I-k>n>-ss b>-tw>>n h>-s fH-th>-r’s
m>-nd F-nd th>-t H-f th>-s sm>~12-ng wH-1ldr)-ssH-d pra->-st: >-nd h- w-s
FwWHr Hf sFm)- dd-sH-crd-t)-n H-f th) pry--st’s HFffHcH> Hr H-f
th>- v)-stry »-ts2-1f wh-s- s-1-nc>- w>-s no-w r)-ut>-d by [9-ud -1k -nd
jk-ng H-nd H-ts Hr pung=-nt w-th th>- sm>-lIs H-f th- g--sj»-ts »-nd
th- gr)->-s)-.

Wha=12- h)-s fr)»h>>d wds b)>ng wrdnkid-d H>nd h)s jHws
p>»>nt>-d bld-ck H-nd blu)- by th>- H-ld>rly m>n h> [I-st>n>)-d
dP-strd-ct-dly t9- th- v-2>-c)> H-f th)- plump y>-ung j>-su’-t wh>-ch
b>-d>- hm sp>->-k up »-nd m>-k> h>-s p>->nts cl>->-rly. H)> c)-uld
h--r th>- b)-nd pl»)-y>-ng Th»- LAy 2 K-HIArn 2y H-nd kn)-w th)-t H-n
- 9w m>-m-nts th>)- curt>>-n w>-uld g~ up. H>- -1t n»)- st-g»- fr)-ght
but th?- th)-ught H-f th>- p>-rt h}- h)-d t)- pl»-y hum>-12-2-t3-d h>-m. -
r-m>-mbr-nc)- Hf sFm- Hf h-s I)-n>-s m>-d>- H sudd>-n flush r)-s»-
t)>- h-s p->nt-d ch->-ks. H) s>+w hd-r srr>-us >llur-ng Hy>-s
w-tch=»-ng h>»m fr-m »-m=-ng th>>- H-ud>>>-nc>- H-nd th>->-r >m»-g>- -t
»-nc)- swH-pt »wy ha-s scrupld-s, [D-vng h>-s wH-Il cHFmp»-ct.
>nH-th-r nd-tur)- s> rm>-d t- h>-vD> b>»n Int hr-m: th)-
H-nf¥-ct-n H-f th)- H-xcH-t»m=-nt »-nd y»-uth H-b>-ut h»-m H-nt)-rH-d
“»-nt>- -nd tr-nsfrm=-d h>-s m>->-dy m=-strustfuln=)-ss. F-r H>-n>- rH-r)-
m>-ma-nt h>- s»F>m=-d ) b cl-th)-d »-n th> -1 HppHr-r-l H-f
b-yh>-2-d: »-nd, »s h?>- st>-d >n th> wHngs >+mIng th>- H+th)-r
pl-y-rs, h)- sha-r)-d th>- c>mm=>-n m>-rth »-m>-d wh>-ch th>- dr)-p
sc»-n= w=s ha-ul?-d upw>-rds by tw- H-bl»-b>-d»>->-d pr>-)-sts wH-th
v 1-nt j-rks H-nd H-1l H-wry.

»- 9w m>»-m-nts H-ft)-r h- -und h>-ms>-If H-n th- st>-g> »>m»-d
th- g>-r>rsh g>s nd th> d>rm scHn>dry, Hcth>ng bH>-fHr) th)-
-nnum»-r>-bl>- f-c-s H-f tho- v--d. H-t surpr-s9-d h-m t- s>~ tho-t
th- pl2-y wh>-ch h>- h>-d kn=wn 2t r)-h>-2-rs>-Is f-r - d>-sj>->nt)-d
[D-f>-12>-ss th-ng h>-d sudd>-nly Fssumd-d > [ Hf Hts H»wn. H-t
> >m-d n-w - pl-y H-tsH-If, - 2-nd h-s F-11-w »-ct)-rs H->-d>-ng
-t w-th th-)-r p-rts. Wh>-n th)- curt--n 11 H-n th- )-st sc-n)- h>)-
h-2-rd th- v»)--d f-11"-d wH-th »-ppl-us- H-nd, thr-ugh - r)-ft »-n »>-
s-d=>- sc-n-, s-w th- s»mpl>- b-dy b>-f>r) wh>-ch h>- h>-d H-ct)-d
ma-g-c-lly d>-frrm>-d, th- v>--d H>f f-cH>s brr->-k>ng >t
p>--nts H-nd f-11")-ng D-sund>-r »-nt>)- busy gr-ups.



H»- 1)-ft th>- st-g>- qu-ckly »-nd r-d h>>»ms>-If H-f h»-s mumm»-ry »-nd
p-sso-d H-ut thra-ugh th>- ch>-p>-1 H-nt>- th>- cH>-11D-g>- g=-rd>-n. N>-w
th>-t th)= plo-y w-s H>vIr hds nrvH-s cr->-d f>r s>m- furth)-r
D-dv-nturd-. H>= hurr>2-d H-nwH-rds »-s - t- H»vI-rork)>- H»t. Th)-
d>--rs H-f th- th)»->tr)> wHr>- Il H-p>n »-nd th>- H-ud>>nc)> h>-d
Fmpty>>-d H-ut. H>n th> ID-n)>s whch h> h)d fFncr>d th)
m>=2-r)-ngs H-f H-n H-rk >~ Hw [D-nt>-rns swung »-n th>- n)-ght br->-z>»-,
fI-ck>-r-ng ch--rl»-ssly. H»- m»-unt-d th>- st)-ps fro-m th- g»-rd>-n
H-n h)-st)-, »>-g>-r th-t s>Fmd> pr)-y sh)-uld n?-t H-lud?> h>-m, »-nd
f-rc)-d h-s w-y thr)-ugh th)- cr-wd J-n th- h>-1l »-nd p-st th)- tw>)-
jsud-ts whd- st>-d wr-tch’-ng th>- Hx>-dus »-nd b>»w>ng »-nd
sh>-k=»-ng h>-nds w»-th tho- v-s>-t>-rs. H>- push>-d H>-nw>-rd n>-rv>-usly,
»-gn>-ng D~ st>-1l gr->-t-r ho-st- »-nd F>-ntly c-nsc)-»-us H-f th)-
sm»=-17-s H-nd st¥-r>-s H-nd nudg>-s wh>-ch h-s p-wd>-r>-d h»->-d I)-ft »-n
»-ts w-k)-.

Wh»-n h- c-m»- D-ut H-n th>)- st-ps h>- s>w hd-s FHF-mI>-ly w->-t>-ng
fr h-m -t th)- F)-rst >mp. H-n D glH-ncH h>- nH-tH)-d th)-t HvI-ry
f-gury- H-f th)- gr-up wr-s f»m>-1>->r H-nd r»-n dI>wn th)- stHps
»-ngr-ly.

—= v - v - m-ss-g=- d=-wn »H-n G--rg>-’s Str--t, h)-
$--d t9- h-s f-thd-r qu-ckly. ="l b= hd»-m- H-ftH-r y>-u.

WH-th"-ut w->-t>-ng f-r h>-s f-th-r’s guI-st>>-ns h>- rH-n »H-cr)-ss
th»- r-"-d »-nd b}-g>-n t> w-Ik 2t bra-»-kn=-ck sp>--d d»-wn th>>- h>)-Il.
H>- h>-rdly kn=-w wh»-r>- h>- w»>-s w>-Ik»-ng. Pr>-d»- =»-nd h»-p>- »-nd
d¥-s>-r) 19k crush’-d h>-rbs H-n h>-s h)-rt sHnt up v¥-p>-urs Hf
m>-dd>-n>-ng H-ncHIns>- b»-Fr)- th- Hy>-s Hf h>-s m>+-nd. HD- str)-d>)-
d>»wn th?>- h>-ll »-m>-d th)- tumult H-f sudd?>-nrd>-s>n vH-pIrurs Hf
w-und-d pr-d- H-nd f-1I2-n h>-p> Hnd bI-fflH>-d dH>-s)r)-. Th)y
str->m=-d upw>-rds b>-f>-r>- h>-s H-ngu>-sh>-d »-y»>-s »-n d>-ns> H-nd
m»-dd>-n=-ng fum=>-s »-nd p>-ss-d Hw>-y H>-b>-v>- h>-m t>-11 H-t [)-st th)-
=1 w-s clD-)-r »-nd c)-Id H-g>->-n.

»= P>Im st va--12-d h2-s H-y>-s but th-y burn-d n>- ID-ng>-r. »-
p>waH-r, >+k>n t> th)-t whch h)d Hft>n mH>+d> HFngH+r Hr
r¥s-ntm>-nt -1l fr-m h>-m, bro-ught h>-s st>-ps t>- rH-st. H)- st>->-d
st>-11 »-nd g»-z»-d up -t th"- s»-mbr>- p»-rch »-f th- m>-rgu>- »-nd fr-m
th)-t t)- th)- d)-rk c)-bbld-d ID-nH»wHy Ht H+ts sH+dd>-. H) s»w th)-
w-rd L-tts »-n th>) w-Il H-f th>)- [9-n)- H-nd br-»-th-d sI-wly th>- rH-nk
h-2-vy >-r.



Th-t »-s h2-rs)- p-ss H-nd r)-tt)-d str-w, h>- th--ught. »-t s »- g=»->-d
H-dD-ur t) br-H-th>-. -t wH-Il c)-Im my h--rt. My h)--rt H-s quI-t)-
c-Im na-w. »- w1l g2~ b-ck.

St-ph=-n w>-s -ncr- H-g->n s>-t-d b)-s)-d>- h)-s f-th>-r »-n th)-
crm-r - - rrrlwry errer-gr -t K-ngsbro-dga-. HD- w-s
tr>-v-11-ng w-th h-s f-th>-r by th>- n?)-ght m>->-1 t>- CH-rk. »-s th)-
tr--n stF>+m=)-d H-ut H-f th- st>-t>>n h>- r-c>-11"-d h-s ch>-ld>-sh
wWnd>-r Hf y)-rs b>-r)- H-nd HvI-ry Hv-nt H-f h)-s fr-rst d)-y -t
Cla-ng>-w»-s. But h)- -1t - w-nd>-r n-w. H»- s9-w th)- d>-rk>-n>-ng
[P-nds sI-pp>-ng HwHy prst hrm, th)- s>I-nt t-1-gr-php>-17-s
p>-ssng h-s wHr-ndH>w swH-ftly H-v>-ry f-ur sH-cH-nds, tho- [H-ttl)-
gl >-mm=-r>-ng st-t>->-ns, m>-nn>-d by - 3w s-I2-nt sH-ntr->-s, flung by
th> m>->-1 b>»-h>nd h>-r Hnd twHnkl>-ng >-r » m>Fm>>nt Hn th)-
d-rkn=-ss I~k f--ry gr-"-ns flung b>-ckw>-rds by »- runn»-r.

H>- [2-st-n"-d w»-th»-ut symp»-thy t3- h-s f-th>-r’s >-vI-cH-t>>n H-f
C-rk »-nd H-f scnd-s Hf h-s y»-uth, > t-1"- br)-k>n by sH»+ghs H-r
drd-ughts fr-m h2-s p2-ck -t fl-sk wh-n>-vI-r th)- H>m»D-g> Hf sFm)-
d>>d frrnd HppH>>r)>-d Hn Ht Hr whr-nrvr-r thr H»vr-kH-r
r-m=>-mb»-r)-d sudd>-nly th>- purp>-s3 H-f h»-s H-ctur-1 v»)-s?-t. St»ph--n
h="-rd but c)-uld -1 n)- pa-ty. Th= >m>>-g>-s »-f th- d>»>d wH-r)-
-1l stry-ngH-rs = h»m v thd-t H-f uncl>~ ChI-rl?-s, »-n »mrH-g>-
wh>-ch h>-d [-t>-ly b>n f>-d>ng D-ut Hf m>m>ry. HI> kn)w,
ha=w-vo-r, tho-t h)-s -th-r’s pra-p>-rty wo-s g>->-ng t b s>-Id by
“-uct)-)-n, >-nd H-n th m>+nn>-r H-f h)-s H-wn d)-spPssPF+ss->-n h)- F)-It
th=» w>-rld g2-v>>- th>- [9-- rud>-ly t- h>>-s pho-nt>-sy.

-t M2-ryb>-r>-ugh h>- -1l D-sl=->-p. Wh>-n h>- H>w>-k>- th>- tr)>->-n
h>-d p-ss-d H-ut H-f M>-11"-w H-nd h>-s fH-th>-r w>-s str)-tch-d H-sl>->-p
H-n th- Hth)-r s9->-t. Th)- c)-Id I)-ght H-f th>- dH>wn 1)y HvH-r th)-
cH-untry, »-v-r tho- unp>--pl-d f>-1lds »-nd th- cl-sH>d cH-tt)-g»-s.
Th= trrd-r - slD-)-p fscr-nH-t>-d h>-s m>-nd »-s h>- w-tch>-d th>-
s)-1-nt cH-untry -r h=2-rd fr>-m t-m>- t>- tF-m=>- h-s f-th>-r’s d>->-p
br->-th 2-r sudd>-n sim->-py m>»v>m=>nt. Th>- n>->-ghb>-urh>->-d »-f
uns=->-n si->-p»-rs H-11"-d h->-m w>-th str--ng=- dr->-d, »-s th»-ugh th>-y
c”-uld h»-rm h>»-m, »-nd h>»- pr-y»-d th"-t th>- d2>-y m»>-ght c-m»- qu-ckly.
H>-s pra-y>-r, D-ddr)-ss>-d n)->-th>-r t>- G>-d n)-r s9»->-nt, b>-g>-n wH-th



- sh-v)-r, s th- ch?-lly m2-rn>-ng br->-z- cro)-pt thr)-ugh th>- ch)-nk
- th= crr--g>- d>--r t9- hd-s F9-t, »-nd H-nd>-d H-n >~ tr>->-| H-f
f-)-1"-sh w-rds wh>-ch h- m>-d>- t*)- f)-t th)- »-ns»-st)-nt rhythm »-f th>)-
tr»-n; »nd s»Pntly, Ht >nt>rvX-ls - fHur sHcnds, th)-
t>-1-gr-php>-12-s h>-Id th>- g>ll-pH>ng nHt)s Hf th>- mus)-c
b-tw-2-n punctum-I b-rs. Th-s fur)--us mus?-c H-l12-y>-d h>-s dr)->-d
»-nd, -)-n)-ng H-g>->-nst th>- wHnd>-wl>-dg»>-, h)- -t h)-s H-y>-ID)-ds
cl-s- g rn.

Tha=y dr)-v- H-n - jH-ngl>- H-crI-ss CHrk wh)-19- >t w-s st)-1l H-)-rly
m>-rn-ng >nd St>ph>-n FnHsh-d h>-s slH->+p Hn > bH-dr)->-m H-f
th- V2-ct)-r-> HI-t-1. Th>- br)-ght w-rm sunl?-ght w>-s str)-»-m»-ng
thr-ugh th- w-nd»>-w »-nd h>~ c)-uld h-)-r th)- d>-n H-f tr-fF>-c. HI-s
f-th-r w-s st-nd>-ng b>-fH-r) th- drd-ss+ngt-bl-, Hx>m=>n>-ng
h-s h>=2-r 2-nd f)>-c? nd m»-ust>-ch>- w>-th gra->-t cH-r)-, cr-n>-ng
h>-s n2-ck »-cro-ss th>- w-t2-rjug »-nd dr-w>-ng -t b)-ck s-d>w>-ys t)-
s~ th- b)-tt)-r. Wh>-1- h>- d-d s>~ h)- s9-ng s9-ftly t)- h»-ms>-If w»-th
qu-"-nt H-ccH-nt H-nd phr)-s»-ng:

T)s y>-uth »-nd -lly
M»-k-s y”-ung m>-n m>-rry,
SH)- h-r)-, my v, !
N~ [9-ng-r st)-y.
Wh»-t crn’t b~ cur’-d, sur)-,
Must b H-njury-d, surd-,
SH >l gy -
Fm¥-rr-kd-y.

My [P~V sh”-’s h”-nds”>-m»-,
My ID-v)- sh-’s b-ny:
Sh»-’s -k g->-d wh*»-sky
Wh>-n >+t »s nY-w;
But wh?-n t¥-s »-Id
»-nd gr-w»-ng cH-Id
>+t -d>-s »-nd d->-s -k
Th?= m2-unt>->-n d>-w.

Th>- cnscr-usnd-ss H-f th- wHrm sunny cH-ty H-uts)d> h)-s
w-nd>-w H-nd th>- t-nd>-r tr>-m>-rs w-th wh-ch h)-s fH-th>-r’s v->-c»-
f-st>-n>-d th)- str)-ng=- s-d h>-ppy -, dr-v>)- H-ff -1l th> m=-sts
2-f th)- n-ght’s »-1I hum»-ur fr-m St2-ph=>-n’s br->-n. H»- g7t up qu-ckly
t)- dr-ss #-nd, wh>-n th?- s?-ng h>-d »-nd>-d, s9-»-d:

—Th»-t’s much pra-tt--r th-n »-ny H-f y>-ur H-th>-r ¢ -m - Hl-y }-us.
—D»- y»-u th?-nk s9-? F-sk-d Mr D»-d»-lus.



— k)= -, s9--d St-ph-n.

—-t’s = pr-tty H-1d -2-r, s9>-d Mr D>-d>-lus, twH-rl>-ng th>- p>->-nts
H-f h-s m-ust?-ch>-. »-h, but y?-u sh-uld h?-v> h>->-rd M>-ck L?-cy
s>-ng H-t! P--r M>-ck L)-cy! H2- ho-d [D)-tt1)- turns f)-r D-t, gro-c)- n-t)-s
th=-t h)>- us"-d t)- put »-n th>-t 5~ h)-v>>-n’t g=-t. Th-t w>-s th>>- by wh>)-
co-uld s2-ng - cA-mA-Hl-yHu, > y>-u k).

Mr D»-d"-lus h"-d -rd>-r>-d dr-sh>->-ns f>-r br)->-kf>-st »-nd dur’-ng
th= m>-1 h- cra-ss--x+m>-n>-d th»- wr-H-t)-r f-r ID-c)-l nHws. FH-r
th- m»-st po-rt tho-y sp-k>- »-t cro-ss purp-s>-s wh>-n »- n)-m=>- w>H-s
m>-nt>>+n>-d, th>- wr--t>r h->-v>ng »>-n m>nd th>- pro-s>nt h>-ld>-r
»-nd Mr D-d>-lus h»)-s f-th>-r »-r p-rh>-ps h>-s gr-ndf>-th>-r.

—W>II, = h)-p>- th)-y h-v>-n't m>-vH>-d th>- Qur->-n’s CHIIF-g>-
Fnyh>w, s»+>d Mr D)-dH-lus, fr > whnt t) shd»w Ht t th)s
y2-ungst¥-r H-f m>-n»-.

H-17-ng th» M>-rdyk>- th)- tr->-s w-r)>- 2-n bl>->-m. Th-y H»-nt>-r-d
th=- gr-unds F-f th- c)-112-g>- -nd w-r- [9-d by th)- g-rrul)-us p>-rt-r
»-cr-ss th- qu-dr-ngl-. But th->-r pro-gr>-ss »-cro-ss th>- gra-v>-1 w>-s
bra-ught t- 2= h=It H-ft)-r v)-ry d>-z--n 2-r s9- p2-c-s by sFm>- r-ply
- th)- p-rt-r’s.

—=h, d>- y-u Il m>- s9-2 H-nd H-s pH->-r PH>-ttl>-b>-lly dH»->-d?
—Y -5, 1. DH»>-d, s9H-r.

Dur)-ng th>-s»- h>-lts St»-ph>-n st>->-d H>wkw»-rdly b>-h>-nd th>- tw>-
m=-n, w--ry »-f tho- subjd-ct H-nd wH>-t>+ng ro-stid-ssly f)-r th)- sl-w
ma-rch t>» b)-g>-n H-g>>+n. By th>- t>m>- th)y h)-d cri-ssHd th)-
qua-dr-ngl- h2=s r-stl»-ssn>-ss h>-d r-s-n t)- f-vo-r. H>»- wH>-nd»>-r>-d
h-w h»-s f-th>-r, wh>m h>- kn>-w f>-r »- shr)-wd susp>-c>->-us m>-n,
c”-uld b~ dup>-d by th)- s-rv)-1"- m>-nn>-rs H-f th- p>-rt-r; »-nd th)-
[D-v-ly s-uth”-rn sp->-ch wha-ch h-d H»=nt>rt>->n>-d h>»m H-Il th)-
m=-rn"-ng N >+w H-rr)-t+t>+d hd-s H-)-rs.

Thd-y pH-ss?-d -nt)- th>- H»-nH»-t>+my th->-tr)- wh-r- Mr D>-d>-lus,
th>- p-rt)-r »--d>-ng h-m, s»--rch>-d th- d>-sks f-r h-s H-n>-t)--ls.
St-ph>-n rH-m=>->-n>-d »n th b>-ckgrr-und, d>-pr-ss=-d m=>-r-- th>-n
V-1 by tho- d2-rkn=-ss »-nd s-12-nc)- »-f th- th->-tr)- H-nd by th)-
-1 -t wHrd- H-f jH-d>-d »-nd frm>-1 study. »-n th>- d-sk h)- r->-d
th>- w»-rd Feetus cut s-v»-r-1 t»-m>-s »-n th- d>-rk st>>-n>-d w>>-d.
Th=- sudd>-n [9-g>-nd st¥-rtlH-d h-s bl>-2-d: h”- s»>m>-d t- -1 th)-
2-bs-nt stud-nts H-f th> c)-11D-g> H-b>-ut h>m »-nd t>- shr)-nk fr>-m



th=-r c>mp-ny. > v-s»>+n H+f thy--r 9>, wh)-ch h)-s fH-th)-r’s
w-rds h=2-d b=2-n pw»-rl»-ss t- vk, spro-ng up b>-f>-r>- h--m »-ut
»-f th- w-rd cut »-n th~ dJ-sk. >~ br)->-dsh>-uld”-r>-d stud”>-nt w>-th »-
ma-ust?-ch’>- w=-s cuttd>ng n th>- DP>ttdrs wIth - jH-ckknH-f)-,
S»ry--usly. H-th>-r stud-nts st+>-d H-r )t n>>r h-m I»-ugh-ng -t
h=-s ha-nd>-w>-rk. H-n>- j2-gg=>-d h>>-s >-l1b>-w. Th- b-g stud>-nt turn=-d
2-n h>-m, fr-wn>-ng. HH>- w>-s dr)-ss9-d -n [9-)-s>- gr)-y cl?-th>-s H-nd
h-d t9-n b)-"-ts,

St-ph>-n’s n»-m>- w>-s cH>-11"-d. H>- hurr)-"-d d»-wn th>- st¥-ps H-f th)-
th--tr=- - s t)- b s F-r »-w>-y fr-m th)- v-s>--n »-s h- c»-uld
b~ -nd, p>>r>+ng clHsH+ly Ht h)-s fthr’s FnH»+t)>>-Is, h)-d h)-s
flush=-d f>-c9-.

But th- w>-rd »-nd th>- v>)-s->n c-p>-r-d b h)-s H»-y>-s »-s h)-
w-lk"-d b-ck »-cro-ss tho- qu-dr-ngl>- H-nd t>w>-rds th- cH-l1"-g>-
gt -t sho-ck)-d h>-m t)- f-nd »-n th- Hutdr wH-rld »- tr)-c) Hf
wh-t h?- h)-d d>>»m>-d t>-Il th>n D brut>sh »-nd Hnd>-vI-du-I
m>-12-dy -f h>-s wn m>>nd. H>s m-nstrH-us rHF-vIr-rr->-s crm>-
thr-ng=-ng -nt)- h-s m>-m»-ry. Th>-y t»-- h>-d sprung up b>-f>+r>- h>-m,
sudd=>-nly »-nd fur)->-usly, H-ut >-f m>-r) wHrds. H>- h>-d s>-?>-n g>-v>n
H-n )= th-m H-nd H1IH-w>-d th>m t)- swHp H-crd-ss H-nd H>-b>s)- h-s
H-nt-119-ct, w-nd>-r-ng H-lw>-ys wh>-r?- th-y c+m=>- fr-m, fro-m wh>-t
d>n Hf mnstrr-us HFmI-g>-s, »+nd HlwHrys w>k -nd humbl)-
t>w-rds H-tho-rs, r-stm-ss »-nd sH-ck>-n>-d H-f h>-ms>If wh>-n thr-y
h>-d sw=-pt »-v>-r h»-m.

—y, b)-d>-d! H-nd th)-r)-’s th)- Gr-c)-r)->-s sur)- »-n>-ugh! cr-»>-d
Mr D2=d?-lus. Y-u 2-ft>n h>=>rd m> sp>>k »f th)> Gr-cH-rr>-s,
d>-dn’t y»-u, St>-ph>-n. M>-ny’s th>- t9-m»- w>>- w>-nt d>-wn th>-r>- wh>-n
H-ur n»m>-s h>-d b>->n m>-rk>-d, »> cr>-wd H>-f us, HH>-rry P>»-rd »-nd
[D-ttl>- J-ck M>-unt)>->-n H-nd B>-b Dy>-s >-nd M>-urd-c»» MI-r-H-rty,
th>- Fr-nchm-n, »-nd T>m 2-’Gr>-dy -nd M>-ck L»-cy th)-t - t-Id y»-u
> thds m>mdng nd Iy CHrhrbrt Hnd  prr DIt
g>--dh--rt-d I-hnny K>--v>-rs H-f tho- TH-nt>-1)-s.

Thd- I=-vI-s H-f tho- tr-2-s H-1-ng th- M-rdyk>- w>-r?- »-st-r -nd
wha-sp>-r)-ng -n th= sunl>-ght. D= t>m >-f cr)-ck>-t)-rs pr-ssH-d,
g1~ y>-ung m>+n Hn flHnnHis Hnd blH-z)-rs, Hn) Hf th)m
c-rry>-ng th)- ID-ng gr->-n w-ck)-tb)-g. »-n > qu)->-t bystr)>->-t »-
G-rm>-n b)-nd H+f F>v) pldy>rs H»n fH-dH>d un)-fIrms H>nd w>-th
b-tt-r2-d br-ss H-nstrum=-nts w-s pl»-y>-ng t> -n H-ud»>+ncH) Hf



str--t -r)-bs nd [D-Isurd-ly m>-ssH+ng>-r bFys. > mI>FHd Hn >
wha=t- ¢)-p -nd H-pr3-n wH-s wH-t-r-ng > b>-x H-f plo-nts H-n - sHli
wh-ch sh-n>- 9~k - sl-b H-f >-m>D-st)n>- H-n th)» wHrm glH-r)-.
Fro-m D-n>-th>-r w»-nd>-w H-p>-n t- th>- H->-r c>+m=- th>- sH-und H-f -
p--n-, sc-1- HFftd-r sc)-19- r)-s9-ng H-nt>)- th*)- tr-bl>)-.

Sty»-ph>-n wH-lk)>-d >n >t hd>s f>thd>r’'s sH»d>-, IDst+ndng t)-
st¥-r>--s h>- h>-d h>->-rd b>-f>r>-, h)->-r)ng H-g>->n th>- nFm>-s H-f
th- scH-ttrr>-d +nd dI»>-d r>v>lD-rs wh)> h>-d b>+n th)
crmp>n>»ns Hf hrs fth-r’s y>-uth. H-nd > fnt s)ckn)-ss
s>gh>-d »>n h>s h)»>rt. H>» r-crllD-d hr-s H»wn Hqur-vr-cH-I
ps>-t>+n Hn BHI-IvI-d)-r)-, H fr-> by, > »)dHr >Hfry->-d H-f
h-s 2~wn 2-uth)-r)-ty, pr-ud -nd sH>+nsH>-t>-v> nd susp>-cI»-us,
b-ttl"-ng F-g->-nst th- squ-1-r H-f h-s - H-nd H-g>->-nst th)- rH->-t
»-f h"-s m-nd. Th- [D-tt)-rs cut H-n th- st>>n>-d wH>-d H-f th)- d)-sk
st-r)-d up>n h>m, m)-ck>ng h>-s b>d>-ly wH>-kn>-ss >+nd fut)-I)-
H-nthus--sms H-nd m>-k>-ng h-m I)--th>- h»-ms>-If f-r h»-s »-wn m»-d
-nd f-Ithy »-rg=->-s. Th- sp>-ttl>- »-n h>-s thr->-t gr)-w b>-tt>-r »-nd
-ul t swH-11-w H-nd th>- F>-nt s-ckn-ss cl-mb=-d t3- h-s br-»-n
$)- th-t f-r = m>m>>-nt h>)- clH-s)-d h>-s H»y>-s H>nd wHIk>-d »-n H-n
d-rkn»-ss.

H>- c-uld st-1l h»=>-r h»-s f-th>-r’s v-»-cH+—

—Wh=-n y>-u k»-ck »-ut f-r y>-urs>-If, St>-ph-n—=>-s »- d>-r>-s>y y»-u
W11 -n- - th-s) dFys—rFm>>-mb>)-r, wh-t-v>-r y»-u d>-, t m»-x
w-th g-nth»m=>>-n. Wh-n » wrs - y-ung 11w > t)-Il y>-u >
Fnjpry>-d mys>Iif. > mrxe>d wHth -n)  dIcrnt H-11)-ws.
F-v-ry>-n>- H-f us cH-uld d>- sH-m»-th>-ng. H-n>- H-11>-w h>-d »- g>->-d
Vva-C)-, -na-tha-r P-119-w wo-s »- go--d »-ct)-r, >-n>-th>-r c»)-uld s-ng
- g--d c>-m-c s9-ng, H-nH-th)-r w-s - g->-d »->rsm>-n »-r »- gH->-d
ry-ck>-t pla-y>-r, >-n>-th>-r c)-uld t-1l - g>->-d st>-ry H-nd s>~ »-n. W»-
k>>-pt th- b1l r-11"-ng F-nyh>w »H-nd F-nj>-y>-d H-ursH+Iv>-s H»-nd sH+-w »-
b=t H-f - H-nd wd wH-r- n-n>- th- wHrsH- H-f H-t >)-th>-r. But w»-
w-r)- -1l g-ntl>-m>-n, St>ph>-n—=>-t I--st - h>-p>» wH> wH-r»—>nd
bl-"-dy g2--d h2-n>-st >-r)-shm=>-n t->-. Th)-t’s th)- k»-nd H-f -11>-ws
2= wWnt y-u t H-ssH-c)-t wh-th, F-IID-ws H-f th)- r-ght k-dn»)-y.
F-'m t-1k)-ng ) y?-u s > fr-)-nd, St>-phd-n. - dI>n’t b1)vH> )
s>-n sh-uld b H-fr)--d H-f hd-s f-th)-r. N>, > tr)--t y>-u »-s y-ur
gry-ndf)-th>-r tr->-t>-d m>- wh>-n > w>-s 2 y>-ung ch>-p. W~ w>H-r)-
ma=r- -k bro-th>-rs th>-n f-th>)-r »-nd s>+n. H-’Il n»vI>-r fH-rg>-t th)-



f-rst d)-y h?- c)-ught m>- sm>-k>-ng. » w»-s st>nd>-ng -t th> Hnd H-f
th= S-uth Trr)-c- H-n>- d)y w-th $>m=> m>>n>->ns [H-k>F mys>-If
»-nd sur)- w- th)-ught w>» wa-r)- gr-nd f-11>-ws b>-c)-us>- w>- h>-d
p-p=-s stuck H-n th)- c-rn>-rs H-f H-ur m)-uths. Sudd>-nly th}- g-v>-rnH-r
p¥-ss-d. H)- d-dn’t sy = wd-rd, H-r stdp Hv-n. But th n)-xt d)-y,
Sund -y, w- wH-r= H-ut f-r > w1k tg)-th>-r »-nd wh>-n w wH-r)-
c»-m-ng h)-m>- h)- t)-2-k »-ut h>-s c>g>-r cH-s> Hnd s-»-d:—By th»)-
by, S»m>-n, - dI>dn’t kn-w y>-u sm>-kI)-d, H>r s>rm>>-th>-ng [H-k>-
th-t.—-f c)-urs- »- tr--d t9- c-rry -t H-ff H-s b)-st »- cH-uld.—-f y>-u
wH-nt ¥ gFHd smI»-kd-, h sh)-d, try Hn) Hf th)-s) c)gI-rs. Hn
F-m=-r-c-n cH-ptI--n m>-d> m>- - pr-sH-nt H-f th>m I-st n-ght »-n
Qu»--nst>-wn.

St-ph>-n h=2-rd h>>-s f-th>-r’s vo»--c- br->-k »-nt)- - [-ugh wh>-ch
WS -Im»-st - s-b.

—H»~ w-s th"~ h-nds>m»)-st m>-n H>+n CH-rk H-t tho-t t»-m>-, by G>-d
h2- w-s! Th w»m=>-n us?>-d >~ st>+nd t> >k Hft>r hH»-m »H-n th)-
str-»>-t.

H>- h)-"-rd th?- s-b p>-ss-ng I)-udly d»-wn h-s f>-th>-r’s thr)->-t H-nd
F»p>nH>-d hd)s HFy)rs wIth > nIrvus H>mpuls?. Th)>- sunl?-ght
bra-2-k»-ng sudd”-nly H-n h=~s s?-ght turn=-d th=- sky »-nd cl?-uds H-nt)- »-
f-nt>-st>-c wH-rld H-f sH-mbr)- m>-ss)-s wH-th 1D-k>+1>-k>- spP-c)-s H+f
do-rk r-sy ID-ght. H?)-s v-ry br-2-n w>-s s9-ck »-nd p>w»-rl»-ss. H»)-
c-uld sc-red-ly H-ntd-rprd-t th- [H-tt)-rs H-f th- s-gnb>->-rds H-f th>)-
sh?-ps. By h?-s m-nstr)-us w-y »-f )-f) h)- s9->m>-d > h)-v>- put
h-ms>-1f b>-y>>-nd th>- [-m>-ts H-f r>-»-1)-ty. N>-th>-ng m>-v>-d h--m »-r
sp>-k- - h-m fro-m th- r>->-1 wH-rld unl)-ss h?- h2-rd »-n -t Pn
»-ch?- H-f th>- >+nfurd->-t>-d cr)->-s wH-th>-n h-m. H>- cH-uld r)-sp>-nd
t- n= -rthly 2-r hum=>-n 2-pp>>-1, dumb H-nd H-ns>-ns>+-bl- t>- th>)-
-1l H-f summ»-r »-nd gl?-dn>-ss »-nd cHFmp>n>>-nsh>-p, wH>-r>»>-d
Fnd d>jIctd>d by hIs fHthdr's v¥>c>. HI> cHuld scHrcH-ly
r-c)-gn)-s> s hds Hwn th)-ughts, H-nd r»pHr>-t>d shkHrwly t)-
h-ms>H-If:

— m St>ph>n D>-d)-lus. > »m wH-lk>+ng b>-s)-d> my f>-thH-r
wh=s- n=m»- -s SH»m=-n DI-d>-lus. W~ »-r>- H-n CHrk, »-n H-r>-1»-nd.
Chark s = c)ty. Dur rrm s H»n th)- VI-cth»rr-> HIt)-L
\V-ctd»r- »-nd St>ph>-n Hnd S»m=>-n. SH»m=>-n »-nd St>ph>-n »-nd
V-ct ). N>»-m»)-s.



Th>»= m>=m»-ry H-f h-s ch>-ldh>->-d sudd>-nly gra-w d>m. H»>- tr>->-d
t o>l -rth sFm) H-f Hts v )-vHd m>Fmd-nts but c)-uld nH)-t. H)-
r-c-11-d -nly n)>m>-s. DH>»-nt)-, PHm>-Il, ClI»-n>-, Cl-ngH>w>-s. »-
[D-tt1)- b=y h>-d b>--n t>-ught g>->-gr)-phy by »-n »-ld w>m=>-n wh>-
k=»-pt tw=- brush=s =-n h>-r w-rdr--b>-. Th2-n h>- h>-d b>->-n sH-nt H»w>-y
frym h-m>- t9- - c>-11)-g>-, h- h>-d m2-d>- h)-s fH-rst cF-mmun>---n
»-nd H->-t>-n slHm jrm H-ut H>f h)-s cri-ck>-tcH-p »-nd w>H-tch>-d th>)-
P>»r-1-ght [9-2>-p>-ng >nd d>-nc)ng >+n th wHIl Hf > [I-tt)-
b-dr)-2-m -n th)>- >FnfH>rm>>ry H-nd dr->m=>-d H-f b>->ng d>->-d, H-f
m>-ss b>->-ng s?>>-d f>-r h»-m by th~ r)-ctHr Hn » bld-ck H-nd g>-Id
c-p>-, f b>ng burd->-d th-n H-n th)- -t gr-vI-y>-rd H-f th)-
crmmuna-ty H-ff th>- m>»>n HvHnu> Hf [D-m>-s. But h>- h>-d n)-t
d--d th-n. PH-rn)-1l h-d d->-d. Th)-r)- h>-d b>->-n n) m>-ss fH-r th>)-
d>-"-d »-n th>- ch>p>-1 »-nd n> pra-cH>-ss>+>n. H> h>-d n)-t d>--d but
h- h2-d f-d)-d D-ut 9~k D £-Im H-n th*)- sun. H)>- h-d b)--n ID-st H-r
h-d w-nd>-r)-d H-ut H-f FxIFstHncH> fHr h nP> 1D-ngH-r HxI-st-d.
H>-w str-ng=- t2- th>-nk »-f h-=m p-ss=-ng H-ut »-f H-x>-st>-nc>- H-n such
- Wy, n)-t by d9--th but by f)-d-ng H-ut »-n th- sun -r by b>>-ng [)-st
H-nd F-rg>-tt-n sH+-m>wh-r)- »-n th- un)-v>-rsH-! >t w-s str-ng>- t)-
> ho-s sma-Il b-dy »-pp->-r H-g>->-n fr > m>m>-nt: - -t by
»-n - gra-y b-1t9-d sum-t. H>-s h=-nds w>-r- »-n h)-s s9-d>-p-ck>-ts »-nd
h=)-s tr-us=>-rs w>-r>- tuck>-d »-n »-t th-»- kn>->-s by H-1--st>-c b>-nds.

H-n th>- v >n)-ng H-f th)- d>y Hn wh-ch th)- pra-pH-rty w-s s»-Id
St-ph=>-n f-11"-w>-d h>)-s f)-th>-r m>--kly »-b>-ut th>- c-ty fr>-m b>-r t-)-
b-r. T th)- s2-11-rs H-n th> m>-rk>-t, t)- th>- b>-rm>-n »-nd b>>-rm=>-»-ds,
t9- th>- b)-gg>-rs wh- »-mp>-rtun>-d h>-m f>-r 9~ I°-b Mr D»-d»-lus t-Id
th- s»m=- t>-19-, th)-t h>- w-s »-n H-Id CHrk>-n>>-n, th)-t h»- h>-d
b»-n try>-ng f-r th)-rty y>->-rs t3- g+t r-d H-f s CH-rk »-cc-nt up »-n
Dubl)-n H-nd th)-t P>-t)-r Po-ckd-ck>+fHx bdsH»d> h>+m whs h)-s
H-1d>)-st s)-n but th)-t h)- w2-s H-nly »- Dubl?-n j-ck>-)-n.

Th)y h-d st H-ut HI-rly H-n th>- m>rnH>ng fr-m NI>wc)>mb>-’s
c-ff)hd-usd», wh>r- Mr D>-dIlus’ cup hd)-d r-ttiH-d n)-IsHly
g >nst Hts sHucH-r, Hnd Stdphd)n h)-d tr)-)-d t) cFvIr thi-t
sh»=m»-ful s»-gn »-f h)-s f-th=>-r’s dr-nk>-ng b-ut - th>- n>-ght b>->-r>-
by m2-v-ng h2-s ch?>-2-r 2-nd c>-ugh>-ng. »>-n hum>-1">->-t>->n h)-d
succH-»d>-d Fn-thd-r—th>- f-IsH sm>-1>-s H-f th» mI-rkI-t sH+lH-rs,
th"- curv)-t)-ngs -nd J-gl)-ngs H-f th>- b)-rm>-»>-ds w-th wh>m h>-s
f-th-r fl-rt2-d, th)- c»mpl>»-m>-nts H-nd H-ncH-ur)-g=>-ng w>-rds H-f h)-s



f-th)-r’s fr)--nds. Th-y h3-d t3-Id h-m th>-t h>- h>-d »- gr>->-t D)k
»-f h=-s gra-ndf>-th>-r -nd Mr D>-d>-lus h>-d D-gr>->-d th»-t h>- w>-s »-n
ugly I=k>-n»-ss. Th-y h-d un’->-rth>-d tr)-c>-s H-f 5 C>-rk H-ccH-nt »-n
h2-s sp»2-ch »>nd m>-d> h?>m H-dm»-t th)-t th»- L>> ws 2 much
f»n2-r r-va-r thd-n th- Ly, H-n>- »-f th>m, H-n H-rd>-r t- put h)-s
La-t-n t>- th- pro->-f, h)-d m>-d>- h>»m tr)-nsl»-t> sh-rt pH-ssH*+g-s
fr-m D»>-12)-ctus nd -sk-d h>»m wh>-th)-r >t wIs cHrry-ct t-
sH-y: T-mp A+ mut2ntur ns 2t mut>-mur Hn HIiHs H-r THmpir)-
mut-ntur -t n-s mut>-mur 2n M-S nH-thad-r, D= brd-sk H-l1d m>H-n,
wh?m Mr D>-d?-lus c-1I1")-d J»-hnny C»-shm=-n, h)-d cH>-vI>r>d h>m
w-th c-nfus---n by »-sk>-ng h>m t)- s>y wh>-ch w-r- pra-tt--r, th)-
Dubl?-n g2-rls 2-r th- CI-rk g2-rls.

—H»’s n)-t tha-t wry bud-lt, s»+>-d Mr D>-d>-lus. L>>-v> h)m
F-1-nd-. H¥-’s )= v )-1h"--d>)-d th>-nk>-ng b>-y wh>)- d>->-sn’t b)-th)-r
h*-s h"-2-d H-b>-ut th)-t k»nd H-f n)»-ns)-ns>)-.

—Th?-n h=’s n)-t h-s f-th-r’s s-n, s-d th- I)-tt1>- -1d m-n.

—> d>n’t kn>w, H>’m surd, s»+>d Mr Dr-d?-lus, sm>-I>-ng
c-mpl-cH-ntly.

—Y»-ur f-tho-r, s->-d th>- I9-ttl- H-1d m>-n - St>-ph>>-n, w»-s th>)-
b-1d=-st fI-rt H-n th>)- ¢ty H-f CH-rk »-n h)-s d>-y. D>~ y»-u kn>-w th>-t?

St-ph>-n I--k>-d d>-wn H-nd stud>->-d th)- t>-12-d fl>->-r H-f th>- b)-r
“»-nt2- wh-ch th)-y h)-d dr)-ft)-d.

—N=>-w d>-n’t b putt>ng H-d>->s H»>nt) h)s h»>d, s»F>d Mr
D2-d>-lus. L->-v>>- h-m t9- hs M>-k>-r.

—Y-rr)-, surdy ) wH-uldn’t put H-ny H-d>->-s H»nt> h)-s h)-)-d. >'m
2-1d »-n>-ugh t>- b h)-s gr)-ndf>-th>-r. H-nd > H»m »- gr-ndf>-th>-r,
s9--d th)- [D-tt1)- H-1d m>-n t9- St>-ph>-n. D>~ y»-u kn>-w th>-t?

—r) y-u? H-sk-d St)-ph-n.

—B»-d>-d > >m, s>>d th) D)ttl Hld mI>n. > h>»v)» tw)
b=-unc’-ng gr)-ndch>-ldr>-n H-ut »-t Sund>-y’s W>-Il. N>w, th--n! Wh>-t
g d> y)-u th-nk > >+m? >+nd > r>mI>FmbIr sH»>ng yHur
gr-ndf>-th>-r »-n h¥-s r-d ¢t r-d>-ng H-ut t> h>-unds. Th>-t wH-s
b= y-u wH-r)- bd-rn.

—)y, 21 th’-ught H-f, s9->-d Mr D>)-d»>-lus.

—B»-d>-d P~ d)-d, r-p>->-t>-d tho- [D-ttl>- H-Id m>-n. »-nd, m>-r>- th>-n
th>-t, = c)n rFm>mb>-r HvI-n y>-ur gr->-tgr-ndf>-th>-r, »-Id JH>-hn



St»-ph>-n D>-d>-lus, H-nd > f»rc)- H-1d Fr>-->>t>r h>- w-s. N>-w,
th-n! Th)-r)-’s = m>-m»-ry f-r y»-u!

—Tha-t’s thr-) g Fnd»rd-t>H»ns—H-ur  gH+-nHFr>-t»>ns, s»>-d
FnH-th)-r H-f th)- c>+mp+ny. Why, JH-hnny CH-shm=-n, y?>-u must b>-
n>-"-r>-ng th>- c-ntury.

—W11, =11 11 y=-u th-)- truth, s9--d th- [D-ttl- -I1d m>-n. »-’m just
tw-ntysH-va-n y-2-rs H»-f H-g)-.

—W>="r) =5 Hld s w- -1, I»-hnny, s->-d Mr D--d>-lus. »-nd just
f-n>-sh wha-t y=-u h2-v>- th-r) -nd w-’Il v HFn)-th-r. HF-r)-,
T»m H-r TFm Hr wh-tvIr yD-ur nF-m> »-s, g>-v> us th)- sH-m»-
“-g>->-n h)-r)-. By GH-d, - d>-n’t f--1 m>-r>- th-n »->-ght>->-n mys>-If.
Th-r)-’s th)-t s9n Hf m>+n>- th>-r nH-t h>-If my D-g>- H>nd H>'m >
b-tt)-r m>-n th-n h)- J-s H-ny d>-y H-f th>- wH)-k.

—Dr)-w -t m>-Id n)-w, D>-d>-lus. »- th>-nk H-t’s t»m>> fHr y»-u t)-
k> 2 brck st s+>d th)- grntl>m>n wh> h)-d sprk>n
b-f-r)-.

—N»-, by G»-d! »-ss-rt»d Mr D>-d>-lus. >-’ll s»+ng > t>n>r sHng
=g >--nst h-m H-r D=1l va-ult - F-vI--bH-rrH-d gt H-g>->-nst h»-m H-r
"1l run w-th h"-m H-ft2-r th>- h»-unds »-cro-ss th»- c)-untry »-s »- d>-d
th-rty y>--r1s g »-12-ng w»-th th- K>-rry B>~y »-nd th>>- b>-st m=>-n f-r
.

—But h2=’ll b2t y=-u h-r)-, sH--d tho- )-tt1)- D-Id m>-n, t-pp>-ng
h=-s f-r>-h>->-d »-nd r)->-s>-ng h>>-s gl>-ss t- dr->-n H-t.

—W-11, = ha=p- h=°l1 b= H-s g->-d - m>-n s h-s FH-th)-r. Th-t’s
11 - c-n sy, s»>-d Mr D>-d»-lus.

—=f h= s, =l d)-, s=2-d th>- [)-ttl- H-Id m-n.

—-nd th-nks b t> G>-d, J>hnny, s»>-d Mr D?-d>-lus, th-t w>-
[7-v)-d s~ 1")-ng H-nd d>-d s I)-ttl>- h-rm.

—But d?-d s> much g?-2-d, S»m>-n, s»>d th) [D-tth)> H-Id m)-n
gr-vo-ly. Th-nks b~ t- G>-d w>- I9-v>-d s~ I7-ng 2-nd d>-d s much
g--d.

St»-ph>-n w>-tch=-d th>- thr->- gl»-ss»-s b>>-ng rr->-s>-d fr-m th-
cr-unt>r s h-s f-th>-r »-nd h>-s tw> crr-n>>s drr-nk t>- th)-
m-m>-ry H-f th--r p2-st. )-n »H-byss H-f fH-rtun>- H-r H-f t+mp>>-rHm>H-nt
sund>-r>-d h>>»m fro-m th>>»m. H>-s m>-nd s»->m>-d »-Id>-r th>-n th>-»-rs:
-t sh-n>- cH>-ldly »-n th=>-r str-f>-s H-nd h>-pp>-n>-ss Hnd rI-gri-ts
[D-k>= = m=)-n up>-n - y-ung>-r H»->-rth. N>~ |- D-r y»-uth st>-rro-d



»-n h-m s -t h)-d st>-rr-d »-n th>-m. H>- h>-d kn>-wn n>->-th>-r th>)-
pl»--surd) H-f cFmpIn)Hnshd-p wH-th H-th>-rs nH-r th- vI-gHur H-f
rud>= ma=12- h>->-Ith n)-r =121 p>->-ty. N»-th>-ng st>-rrH-d wH-th»-n
h-s s2-ul but - c-I1d »-nd cru’-1 »-nd 19-v>-1)-ss lust. H>-s ch>-ldh»->-d
WS d>--d 2 I9-st H-nd w-th H-t h-s s-ul c-p-bl>- H-f sH+-mpl>- j>-ys
H-nd h?- wD-s dr-ftd-ng H>m>-d D> 1)k th- bd)-rr-n sh-Il H-f th)-
m-->-n.

»rt th-u p-1)- y-r W )-n"-ss
»>-f cl»-mb»-ng h>v>>n »-nd g”-z7-ng »-n th- »--rth,
W»-nd»-r-ng c-mp>-n>->-nl>-ss...?

H>- r-p->-t2-d t- h-msH-If th)- 19-n-s H-f Sh-11D-y’s frH-gm>-nt. H-ts
Ht>rmH-t>>n Hf s>d hum»n  Hn)-fi-ctrvr-nIss wHth vI-st
“»-nhum>-n cycl)-s H-f H-ct)-v>-ty ch>-11"-d h>»m »-nd h>- fH-rg=>-t h)-s H>-wn
hum»-n H-nd H-n>-ff>-ctu-1 gro->-v>-ng.

St»-ph>-n’s m>-th>-r H-nd h>-s br)-th>-r »-nd »-n>- H-f h)-s c)-usHns
wW--t)-d -t th- c-rnd-r H-f qu--t F-st-r PI-c>- whd-19- h- »-nd h)-s
f-th>-r w-nt up th>- st)-ps »-nd »-12-ng th>- cH-12-nn>-d>- wh>-r)- th)-
H>-ghl>-nd s2-ntry w>-s p»-r>-d>-ng. Wh>-n th>-y h>-d p»-ss»-d »-nt>- th-
gr>-2-t h-ll H-nd st>>-d -t th c)unt>+r St»ph»+n dr-w fH-rth h)-s
H-rd>-rs H-n th- gHvI-rnd-r H-f th>- bnk Hf H-r-I1"-nd f)-r th-rty »-nd
thr)-)- p-unds; J-nd th>-s)- sums, th»> m>-n>-ys Hf h)-s Hxh>+b»-t>>-n
H-nd H-ssHy pr-z)-, wH-rd- p--d vI-r t9- h-m r-p>-dly by th- t)-119-r
=N N)-t-s -nd H-n cF-n rH-spH-ctr-vIr-ly. H)- b-st)-w>-d th--m »-n h»)-s
p-ck)-ts w-th f)-gn)-d cFmp>-sury H-nd suffdr)-d th)- fr-)-ndly
1121, t9- wh>-m h»-s f-th>-r ch»-tt)-d, t)- t>-k- h>-s h>-nd »-cr>-ss th>)-
bra-2-d c)-unt)-r H-nd w>-sh hm D= br-ll-H-nt cHFrFr Hn Hft)-r
[, H»- wo-s >-mp>-t)--nt H-f th--r vo--c-s »-nd co-uld nH-t k>->-p
h-s f2-t -t r-st. But th t-11)-r st)-Il d>-f>-rr)-d th- sH-rvH-ng H-f
H-th-rs t9- sy h)»- w-s [-v)-ng »-n ch-ng>-d t+m=>-s »-nd th)-t th>-r)-
w-s nd-th-ng -k g>-vng » by th)- b)st HducHt>>n th)-t
m=-n=-y c-uld buy. Mr D-d=-lus I?-ng=-r>-d »-n th- h -l g»-z-ng H-b>-ut
h»m »-nd up >t th>- r->-f »-nd t>-11"-ng St>-ph>>-n, wh>- urg”>-d h>-m t--
c>-m>- H-ut, th-t th-y w-r)- stnd>-ng J-n th- h-us» H>+f cH+mm>-ns
- th>)- )-1d -r)-sh pH-rl»->m>-nt.



—G»d h2-lp us! h- s-2-d p>->-usly, t9- th-nk »H-f th»- m>-n H-f th>-s)-
t>m»-s, St>-ph>-n, H>-ly Hutch»-ns>-n »-nd FI=->-d 2-nd H>-nry Gr-tt--n
»-nd Cha-rl»-s K>-nd>-1 Bush?-, &-nd th n?>-bl?>-m=>-n w> h>-v>- nH»w,
[--d-rs H-f th= Hr)-sh p>-pl>- -t h-m>- »-nd »-br)->-d. Why, by
G>-d, th)-y w>-uldn’t b= s>n d>->-d n - t+n--cr) >-1d w-th
th-m. N»)-, St2-ph=-n, »-Id ch-p, 2-’m sFrry t- s}y tho-t th -y H-r)- H-nly
=S = rvo-d H-ut H-n> PH-n)- My m>-rn>-ng H-n th- m>-rry m>-nth H-f
swH--t July.

2 K»=-n H-ct>-b>-r wH-nd w»-s blI»-w>-ng r)-und th)- b>-nk. Th>)- thr->-
f-gur)-s st>-nd>-ng -t th- »-dg>>- >-f th muddy p>-th h>-d p>-nch»-d
ch-)-ks H-nd wH-t)-ry Hy>s. St>ph>-n I»>-k>-d -t h)-s th)-nly cl?-d
m>-th=>-r H-nd rH-m=>mb>-r)-d th>-t - f-w d>-ys b>-f>r>- h>- h>-d s->-n
»- m»ntl> pr-c-d -t twhnty gudndHs >+n th> wHndHws Hf
B-rn>-rd>-’s.

—W»-I tho-t’s d-n>-, s--d Mr D>-d»-lus.
—W>- h-d b-tt-r g2- t9- d>-nn>-r, sH->-d St>-ph>-n. Wh-r)-?

—D»»-nn»-r? s»--d Mr D>-d>-lus. W-II, »- supp>-s>» w>- h-d bI-tt)-r,
wh>-t?

—S"»-m>- pl-c)- th-t’s nH-t - d>>-r, s>>-d Mrs D>-d>-lus.
—Und»-rd»-n>-’s?
—Y)-s. SH+m»- qu--t plo-c)-.

—C»m- Ing, sH-d Strph-n qud-ckly. -t d)»sn’t mH-tt-r
»-b"-ut th)- d>-)-rn>-ss.

H>- w»-1k>-d »-n b)-f)-r)- th-m w>-th sh>-rt n=-rv>-us st-ps, sm>-1"-ng.
Thd»y tr>->-d t k>»>p up wHth h»m, smH>I»ng HisH> -t h)s
»-)-g-rn>)-ss.

—Tk? >t sy -k - gH--d y>-ung 112w, s--d h)-s fI-th)-r.
W= n-t D-ut F-r th) h-1f m-19-, H-r) wH-?

Fr 2 swhH-ft s»>s»+n Hf mHI»rrym>-kH>ng th> mH>»nry H>f h)s
pr-z-s r»n thr)-ugh St>-pho-n’s fFngrH-rs. Gry>-t pHrrcrls H-f
gr-c-r)--s>-nd d>-1"-c-cH>-s H-nd dr->-d frud-ts H-rr-v>-d fr>-mth>)-
cH-ty. Hv-ry d-y h)- dr-w up »= b=l H-f ) f-r th>- FH>Fm>-ly »-nd
Vvry n-ght -d = pH-rty H-f thr->- H-r H-ur - th)- th»-tr)>- t>-
S HngHmr r Th- Lady - Lysns. -n hd-s ¢t p-ckI-ts hd-
cH-rr--d squ-rd-s f V-)nn)- ch-cH-1)-t f-r h-s gud-sts wh-1)-
h-s tra-us?-rs’ po-ck)-t bulg”-d wH-th m>-ssHs H-f s»IvI-r »-nd c)-ppH-r
c»-ns. HY» br-ught pry-s)nts f+r HFvIry>-nd), >FvI-rhd-uld-d h)-s



r=m, wra-t) H-ut r=sH-lut>>-ns, m>-rsh-ll"-d h>-s b>»>ks up =»-nd
d>-wn th=>-r sha-lv>)-s, p-r-d up>-n -1l k-nds - pro-c- ID-sts, dr-w up
»- P»rm Hf crmmH»-nwH->-Ith f-r th- h-usH-h>-Id by wha-ch H-vI-ry
m=>=mb>-r H-f H-t h--1d sH+-m>)- H-ff>-c-, H-p>n>-d - 19->-n b>-nk fH-r h)-s
f»ma2-ly >-nd prd-ssH-d I->ns >+n wHl)-ng bI-rrd-wH-rs s} th)-t h)-
ma-ght h>-v>- th- pl>>sur)> Hf m>k)>ng =H-ut rrcr>pts »-nd
r-ck>-n"-ng th>- H-nt>-r>-sts »-n th>> sums I>-nt. Wh>-n h>- c>-uld d>- n)-
m>-r>- h>- dr-v>- up H-nd d>-wn th>- cH-ty H-n tr-ms. Th-n th>)- sH->-s>n
- pl--sur)>- c>md- t9- -n H-nd. Th- pH-t - pHnk >=nH>+m>-1 pH->-nt
gV H-ut H-nd th>- wH-nscH-t H-f h-s b»-drd->m r»-m=>->-n>-d wH-th
H-ts unf-n)-sh-d H-nd H-llplF-st>rH-d cH-»H-t.

H>-s h-us-h>-1d r)-turn>-d t- H-ts usu1 wh-y H-f I)-f>-. H)-s m-th>-r
h>-d n- furth”-r »-cc-s»-n t3- upbr>->-d h>-m f-r squ-nd>-r?>-ng h>-s
ma-n-y. HI>-, -2, r-turn-d t9- h-s H-1d I~ -t sch>->-1 H-nd -1l h>)-s
n-v-1 F-nt)-rpr-s2-s -1l t)- p->-c-s. Th)- cF-mm>-nw>->-1th -1l th>)-
[9--n b-nk cl-s9-d H-ts c-fFI-rs H-nd H-ts b>--ks -n - sH+-nsH»-bl>- |)-ss,
th=- rul?-s »-f - wh>-ch h>- h>-d dr-wn >-b>-ut hms>-If -1l H-nt>)-
d=-sum-tud»-.

H>=w f-)-12-sh h2-s »-m h>-d b>--n! H>- h>)-d tr)->)-d t- bu-Id -
bro--kw>-t2-r H-f »-rd>-r »-nd »-12-g>-nc>- »-g>->-nst th>- sH-rd>-d t-d»-
- - wH-th)-ut h>-m »-nd t> d>m up, by rul?>-s H-f c)-nduct »-nd
-ct>vr ntdrd-st »nd nrw B rI-t>ns, th)- prwH-rful
ry-curr-nc>- H-f th)- t-d>-s wa-th--n h-m. Us>-I1)-ss. Fro-m w>-th>-ut »-s
fr-m w»-th>-n th- wH-t>-r ha-d fl-w-d H-v>-r h-s b-rr-»-rs: th->)-r
t>d>s brgrn ncr mHrr» > st Pdred-ly brvy tho)-
crumbl»-d m>-1>-.

H>- s2-w cl=-rly, t9-9-, ha=s H-wn fut)-12- »-s¥-12-t>->-n. H> h)-d n)-t
g-n>= Hn>>- sthp nH»Hr)-r th- [H-vI-s h)- ho)-d sH-ught t- »-ppr->-ch
n>-r bry-dg=-d th>= r-stl>-ss sh>»m>- H-nd r)-nc>-ur th>-t h>-d d»-v->-d>-d
h»m fr-m m=-th>-r »-nd bro-th>-r »-nd sH>-st>r. H>- It th>-t h>- w>-s
h>-rdly »-f th”~ »-n>~ bl?--d w»-th th>-m but st»->-d t- th-»m r)-th)-r »n
th>- myst>c>+l  k»nsh>p >  fst»r)-g)>, >strrch-Id -nd
f-st-rbr-th-r.

H»- turn)-d t H-ppH->-s> th) f»rc) I»ngH-ngs H-f h)-s h»H-rt
b»-f3-r> wh>-ch H-vI-ryth-ng »-Is?> wHs H-dl>»- H>nd H>I>->n. H)
c-r-d I-tt1)- tho-t h"- w-s >-n m>-rt)-1 sH-n, tho-t h-s - h)-d gr)-wn
t> b D trssu f subtd-rfugm- H+nd fH-IsH+-h>->-d. BIr-sH»d> th)-
SFVI-g s> wa-thd-n hr-m t3= =159 th= >FnHrmH>-t>>-s



wh>-ch h»- br)-"-d>-d -n n>)-th>-ng w>-s s»-cr)-d. H?>- b>-r)- cyn)-cH-lly
w-th tho- sh»-m>-ful d>-t>>-Is H-f h>-s sH-cr-t r»->-ts H>-n wh-ch h)-
Fxultd-d t d>F1> w-th pH-t--nc)> whr-t-vo-r »-m>>-g> h>-d
Httr)-ct)-d h>-s Hy>s. By d>y »nd by n)-ght h- m>v)d »m--ng
d¥-strtd-d FmH>gIs Hf th> Hutdr wHrld. »- f>gur)> th-t h)-d
s> >+m-d t h-m by d>-y d>mur)- H-nd H-nn>-cH-nt cFm>- t>w>-rds
h>-m by n=»-ght thr-ugh th>- w>-nd>-ng d>-rkn=-ss »-f sl>->-p, h>-r fH-c)-
tr)-nst>-gura-d by = ID-ch)-r)-us cunn-ng, h>-r »-y>-s br)-ght w»-th
brut-sh j»-y. 2-nly th» m=-rn)-ng p>>n)d h)>m wHth H+ts d)»m
ma-m>-ry H-f d-rk H-rg>->-st-c r>->-t, H-ts k>-n H-nd hum>-I1>->-t>-ng
$-ns»- H-f tr-nsgr)-ss>->-n.

H»>- r-turn)-d t>» h)-s wH>+nd>r>ngs. Th> v>>-I>-d Hutumn-I|
v >n>-ngs I7-d h»m fr-m strd-D-t t> str>-t s th-y h)-d I9-d h)»m
y»-rs b=t -12-ng th>- qu->-t H>v>-nud-s H-f Bl-ckr)-ck. But n)-
vsr+n Hf trrm frdnt gd-rd>ns Hr H+f k-ndly ID-ghts »-n th)-
w-nd>-ws pF-urd-d - t>ndH-r Hnflu-nc)- up>n h>m nFw. Hnly -t
t>m>-s, H-n th- pHh-us)-s Hf h)-s d)sH)r), wh-n th>- luxury th -t wH-s
w-st)-ng h-m g=>-v>> r-m t> > sftd-r [D-ngur-r, th>- >+m>-g>- H+f
M»-rcH-d>-s tr)-v)-rs-d tho- b)-ckgrd-und H-f hs m>»m>-ry. H> sHw
»-g>--n th> sm>-Il wha-t)- h>-us- H-nd th>- g>-rd>-n Hf r)-s)-bush>-s
-n th=- r--d tho-t I)-d t)- th-- m>-unt>->-ns »-nd >~ rH»-m>+mb>-r>-d th>-
s-dly pr)-ud g»-stur)- H-f r-fush-1 wh>-ch h>- ws t- m>-k)- th)-r)-,
st>nd>-ng w-th h2-r H-n th> m>>nl-t gHrdH+n Hftdr y>rs H-f
»-strr-ng>-m-nt >nd dvI-nturd-. -t th-s> mr»moHnts th)- sH-ft
sp--ch?-s H-f CIH-ud>~ M=In>-tt)- r¥-s2- t9- h-s I)-ps H-nd H->-s>-d h>>-s
unr¥-st. = t»=nd>-r pra-m=>-n>-t>>-n t>-uch’>-d h»-m »-f th- tryst h»- h>-d
th-n --k>-d f-rw>-rd t)- »-nd, H-n sp-t)- H-f th>- h-rr-bl>- r->-1>-ty
wh=-ch 9y b>tw>>--n h>-s h)-p> >-f th>-n Hnd nFw, Hf th)>- h)-ly
H-ncH-untr h= ho-d th-n >m=>-g>n>d >t wh-ch w>>kn>-ss »-nd
tm>-d>-ty >nd Fn>xpH-r)>-HncH wH-r)- t Il fr-m h)-m.

Such m>-m=-nts p>-ss-d Hnd th wIst)ng fHrd-s H-f lust spr)-ng up
g >--n. Th=- v-rs-s p-ss-d fr-m h-s 19-ps H-nd th>- H-n>-rt)-culH>-t)-
cr--s »-nd th- unsp>-k>-n brut-1 w-rds rush”-d f)-rth fr--m h>-s br->-n
t)- -rc- - p-ss-g>-. HH>-s blH--d w>-s H-n r-vI)-It. H>- wH-nd>-r>-d
up H-nd d>-wn th>- d>-rk sl>-my str->-ts p>--r>-ng »-nt>- th>- gl»->m »-f
[P-n2-s nd d>>FrwHys, [D-st+nHng HH+gI-rly f>-r Hny sPund. H)-
my»=-nH-d t hd»msHIf Pk s»FmH- bI-ffld-d pra-wid-ng bH->-st. HD-
wH-nt-d - sn w-th H-n>-th)-r H-f h-s k-nd, t> frcd)- H-n)-th)-r



b>-"-ng t- s-n w>-th h>m »-nd t- -xult wr-th h>-r »-n sn. H>- -1t
s>m=- dI-rk pra-s>-nc m-vI-ng H-rr-s-st>-bly up>-n h>-m fro-m th>)-
d-rkn=-ss, »~ pr¥-s-nc- subtl> H-nd murmurd-us s - f->-d H-lI"-ng
h-m wha=Ily wa-th H-ts9-If. H-ts murmur b=s>->-g>-d h>-s »--rs -k th)-
murmur -f s>Fm> mult>-tud> H+n skp; Hts subtl) str->ms
p»-na-tr-t-d h>-s b>->-ng. H>-s h>-nds cl?-nch>-d cH>-nvuls?-v>-ly »-nd
h-s t>»2-th s>t t)go>-th)r s hd>+ suffd»r)-d th)- >+grny Hf s
p-n-tr-t>-n. H»- strd-tch"-d »-ut h)-s H-rms H-n th>- strH->-t t9- h>-Id
f-st th= fr->-1 swH>>-n>ng f-rm th>-t H-lud>-d h>»m H-nd H-ncH-t>-d
h=>-m: »-nd th>)- cry th=>-t h>~ h>-d str)-ngl>-d f>r s I-ng »-n h>-s thr>-H-t
»-ssu-d fr-m h-s Pps. -t bry-k > fr-m hdrm Dk - w1 H-f
d-sp>->-r fr-m - h>-1l Hf suff>rIrs Hnd d>F>d Hn > wrH| Hf
fur-->-us H-ntr)--ty, - cry £-r »-n H-n>-qu-t>-us »-b>-nd>-nm>-nt, »- cry
wh2-ch w»-s but th”?~ »-ch? 2f 2-n H-bsc>n>- scr-wl wh-ch h»>- h)-d
r="-d H-n th)- H->z-ng wH-Il H-f > urH-n>-I.

H>- h-d w-nd>-r)-d »-nt>- > m>-z>) >f n>-rr)-w H-nd d-rty str)->-ts.
Fro-m th- f-ul I9-n-w>-ys h- h->-rd bursts H-f h>--rs>- >t »-nd
wr-ngl>-ng H-nd th>- dr-wi)-ng »-f drunk>-n sng>-rs. H>- w-Ik»>-d
H-nwH-rd, und-sm>-y>-d, wH-nd>-r>-ng wh-th>-r h=>- h>-d str)-y>-d H-nt)-
th- qu-rt-r H-f th>- j-ws. W>m>-n H-nd g>-rls drd-ss-d »-n I-ng
v-v-d g-wns tr-va-rso-d th)- stro--t fr-m h>)-us>- t- ho-us»)-. Thr-y
W)= [D-surd-ly H-nd p>-rfum>-d. »- tr>F-mbl>-ng s?»>z>-d h>-m »-nd
h)-s )-y"-s gra-w d>m. Th- y)-1I-w g)-sfl»m>-s H-r-s) bI-f)r) h)-s
tr-ubl)-d v>)-s9-2-n H-g->-nst th- v }-p>-ury sky, burn-ng »-s H-f b)-f)-r)-
n ltd-r. B>y th)- d>>-rs »-nd H-n tho- I9D-ght>-d h>-lls gr-ups
wWrd-  g>th-r-d red-y>-d s -r s+-m> rm-t>. HI» wIs Hn
-n>-th>-r w>-rld: h>- h>-d »-w>-k=>-n=>-d fr--m - slumb>-r H-f c-ntur>->-s.

H>- st>-d stIl H-n th ma-ddl>- H>-f th) r->dwry, h)>s h»H-rt
cl>-ma-ur>-ng »-g>->nst h>-s b>-s»m »-n - tumult. > y>-ung w>>m->-n
dr-ss?-d -n - I-ng p>-nk g»-wn I->-d h>-r h’-nd »-n h)>s Hrm t)-
d>-t>>-n h>m »-nd g>-z>-d Hnt}- h>-s f-cH-. Sh- s»>-d gH>-)-ly:

—Gd n-ght, W13 dd--r!

Ha-r r--m w>-s w-rm -nd 1)-ghts>m»-. - hug>- d>-Il st wH-th h)-r
[7-gs D-p>-rt H-n th) cFp>us »sych>>r b>-sH»+d>- th>- b)-d. HD)-
tr)-2-d - b-d h-s t-ngu- sp>--k th-t h- m>-ght s>>m H+t H)s)-,
w-tch>-ng h>-r s sh)» und?>d h?>r g>wn, n>-t>+ng th> pro-ud
c-nsc-"-us m>-v»-m>-nts H-f h)-r p-rfum=-d h>-»-d.



s h= std»-d sH-1)-nt H-n th>- m>-ddi»>- H-f th r->m sh)>- cFm»-
»-v-r - h-m »-nd »-mbro-c>-d h>-m g=>->-ly »-nd gr>-v>-ly. H»-r r-und
H-rms h-Id h-m f-rmly t3- h-r »-nd h>~, s3=--ng h-r fH-cH- [H-ft)-d t)-
h>»m »-n s2-r->-us c>-Im »-nd f>--1-ng th>>- w-rm c>-Im r>-s>- »-nd I
-t h)-r br)-2-st, -l but burst H>-nt)- hyst¥-r>-c>-1 wI>-p>-ng. TH»-rs H-f
Py »nd r»1>-f sh-n) H-n h)-s d)-ID-ght)d Fy>s Hnd h)s I)ps
p-rt2-d th=-ugh th--y w>-uld n>-t sp>->-k.

Sh- p-ss-d h-r t-nkl?-ng h=-nd thra-ugh h=-s h2=>-r, c)-11"-ng h>»-m »-
[-ttl>- r)-scH-I.

—G-v» mH>- > k)-ss, sh- sH-9-d.

H>-s I9-ps w-uld n>-t b-nd t k>-ss h>-r. H>= w>-nt>-d t9- b~ h>-Id
f-rmly »-n h2-r »-rms, t- b>)- c)-r)-ss-d sl-wly, sl>-wly, si>-wly. »-n h>-r
H-rms h>- -1t th-t h)- h>~d sudd>-nly b>-c>-m»- stra-ng »-nd f>--rl)-ss
“-nd sur)- H-f h-ms>-If. But h»-s I")-ps w»-uld n»-t b>-nd t)- k>-ss h>-r.

W»-th - sudd?-n m=>-v>>-m=-nt sh”- b>-w=-d h>-s h»->-d >-nd j>>-n>-d
h>-r [2-ps t h-s H-nd h>>» r->-d th> m>>-n>-ng H-f h>-r m>-v>m>-nts
-n ho-r fr-nk upl-ft-d H-y>-s. >t w-s t3-> much f)-r h=-m. H>- clH-s>-d
h)-s y>-s, surr>-ndH>-rH+-ng h>+msH>+If t) hIr, b)dy >nd m-nd,
c-nsc--us »H-f n)-th-ng H-n th> w-rld but th- d>-rk pro-ssur- >-f h)-r
sH-ftly p>-rt>-ng I2-ps. Tha-y pr-ss>-d up>-n h>-s br->-n »-s up>n h>-s
[7-ps s th-ugh th-y w>-r)- tho- v)>-h>-cl»)- H-f - v»>-gu>- sp>->-ch; »-nd
ba-tw=->-n th>>m h>- -1t H-n unknwn »-nd t>m>-d pr)-ssur)-, d>-rk>-r
th>>-n th>)- sw>--n - s9-n, sH»-ft>-r th>-n s>-und H-r »-d»-ur.

Ch-pt-r -3

Th>= sw-ft D>-c>mb»-r dusk h=>-d c>m»- tumbl»-ng cl-wn>-shly H-ft>)-r
H-ts dull d?-y -nd s h) st>+r)-d thr-ugh th- dull squI-r>- »-f th)-
wH-nd>w H-f th- schd)-Ir)->m h) )1t h-s bX-lly cr-v)- fHr H-ts
f3-d. H)>- h?-p>-d th)-r) wd-uld b}~ st+w f)-r dH>-nn>-r, turn-ps H-nd
cH-rr-ts H-nd bru-s9-d pH-tH>-t>>-s H-nd fHt mutt>n pF>-cHs t b)
[D-dI-d H-ut H-n th-ck p>-ppH>-r)-d fld-ur-HH-tt+n)d sHuc)-. Stuff H-t
H-nt>- y>-u, h-s b>-lly cH-uns>-11"-d h)-m.

-t wH-uld b~ H- gl--my s-cro-t n)-ght. H-ft)-r H--rly n)-ghtf>-1l th--
y - 112-w [H-mps w»-uld I-ght up, h=2-r)- »-nd th>-r)-, th>- squ-1"-d qu-rt>-r
-f th- bra-th"-1s. H- w>-uld f>-11"-w »- d)-v>>-?-us c)-urs»- up »-nd d>-wn
th=)- stro-2-ts, c-rclD-ng H-lw-ys n»-rH-r H-nd nH>»rH-r H-n - trFm»H-r
- £99-r »-nd -y, unt-1 h)-s F2-t I)-d h>m sudd-nly rd-und >~ d>-rk



c-rn-r. Th= wh>=r-s w>-uld b~ just c-m=-ng H-ut H-f th>->-r h>-us>-s
m=-k>-ng r->-dy f-r th>- no-ght, y>-wn>-ng I-z>-ly H-ft-r th>--r sl->-p
H-nd s-tth>-ng th- h=>-rpH-ns H-n th->-r clustH-rs H-f h>->-r. HH»- w>-uld
p>>-ss by th-m c-Imly w->-t>-ng f>-r »- sudd>-n m=>-v>>-m=-nt »-f h)-s H>-wn
w11 -1 »= sudd>-n cH>-1l - h>-s sFn-ID-vI-ng so-ul frr-m th--r sH-ft
p»-rfum-d fl)-sh. Y-t s h) pr-wl-d H-n qu-st H-f th)-t cH-Il, h)-s
sns-s, stultd-fI>-d H-nly by h-s d>-sHr)-, wh-uld n)-t>- k>»-nly H-II
th"-t w-und=-d H-r sh-m=>-d th»m; h>-s H-y>-s, »- r)-ng H>-f pH-rt)-r fr-th
=N - clD-thln-ss t-bl- - »- pha-t>gra-ph H-f tw- s»-1d>--rs st>-nd>-ng
t H-tt>nt>n Hr > gHudy pl-ybH-Il; h)-s H--rs, th)- drr-wl-ng
j-rg?-n H-f gr->-t>-ng:

—H>-11"-, B-rt>--, »-ny g->-d »-n y?»-ur m>-nd?

—-s th)-t y»-u, p>-g>->n?

—Numb»-r t3-n. Fr)-sh N2-1ly H-s w>>--t>-ng »-n y>-u.

—G»--d n"-ght, husb-nd! C>m*»»-ng »-n t>- h>-v> »- sh)-rt tF-m>-?

Th= H-qua-t--n H-n th- pH-g>- H-f h)-s scrI-bbl-r b>-g>-n t- spr->-d
H-ut = wHrdI>nd-ng -1, Fy>+d Hnd strr)-d k) ) pFH-cr-ck’s;
H-nd, wh>-n th)- Hy>s H>nd st>rs H>+f H-ts H>nd)c)s h)d b)>>n
HI-mnH-t-d, bg-n siHwly t)- f-Id H-tsH-If t-g2-th)-r H-g>->n.
Th= ndd>-c)s HppF>r+-ng Hnd d>sFppHrH>-ng wHrr Hy>Hs
»-p>n>-ng »-nd clH>sH+ng; th» »-y>-s H>p>+n>+ng »>nd clH-sH»ng w>H-r)-
st-rs b)>-"-ng b>-rn »-nd b>->-ng qu-nch-d. Th- v-st cycl> H-f stI-rry
[ b>-r)- h)-s w--ry m-nd »-utw>-rd - »-ts v -rg>- »-nd »-nw>-rd
t)- 2-ts c-ntr)-, D d»-st>-nt mus>-c H-cc>mp=>-ny>-ng h>>-m H-utw=-rd »-nd
H»-nwH-rd. Wh>-t mus>-c? Th> mus>-c c>-m=>- n>->-r>-r H>-nd h>- rH-cH-l1"-d
th- w-rds, th w>-rds H>f Sh)-11)-y’s fr-gm=>-nt up>-n th m>>n
w-nd>-r-ng crFmprn+nld-ss, pH-I- -r wrr-n>-ss. Th- st)-rs
b-g-n t9- crumbl)- »-nd H- cI-ud - F-n>- st>-rdust -1l thrH-ugh sp-c>)-.

Th- dull ID-ght -1 m>-r)- f->-ntly up>-n th>- prg> wh>r>>-n
F-nH-th-r F-qu-t>-n b>-g>-n t9- unfH-1d H-ts»-If sk>-wly »-nd t3- spr->-d
H-bro--d H-ts wH-d>-n>-ng t->-1. -t w-s h-s H-wn s)-ul g=->-ng fH-rth t)-
H»-XpH-r-ncH-, unfI-ld>-ng H-tsH-If sH-n by s-n, spr-"-d>-ng H-brH>->-d
th>- D=1 H-f »-ts burn>-ng st-rs »-nd >-1d>-ng b>-ck up>-n H-tsH-If,
f-d>-ng sl>-wly, qua-nch>-ng »-ts »-wn I)-ghts »-nd f>-r)-s. Th-y w>-r)-
qu-nch=-d: »-nd th"- c-1d d-rkn=-ss fH-11"-d ch>--s.

2= c-1d luc-d H-nd>-ff>-r-ncH- r->-gn>-d »-n h>-s sH-ul. Dt h>)-s fH-rst
v--1)-nt s9-n h- h)-d -1t - wr-vI> Hf vI-t)-I9-ty pH-ss H-ut H-f h-m



»-nd h>-d f>->-r)-d t- -nd h>-s b>-dy »-r h>-s s9-ul m>->-m=-d by th>)-
P-XCH-sS. nst>H-d th)- vt wHv) h)-d crrrr>-d h)-m »H-n H-ts
b-s?»m H-ut H>-f h-ms>-If H-nd b>-ck H-g>>-n wh>-n »H-t r-c>-d>-d: »-nd
N> p-rt H-f b)-dy »-r s?-ul h>-d b>->-n m>->m=-d but - d>-rk p>->-c>-
h-d b>--n »-st>-bl>-sh>-d b>-tw=->-n th--m. Th>>- ch>->-s »-n wh>-ch h»-s
Hrdd-ur  xt>ngur-sh-d  Hts>If wHs > c>ld  AHndH>ff-rH-nt
kn-wi>-dg>>- »-f h>ms>-If. H> h)-d s»nn>-d m>-rt-lly n>-t H-nc)- but
m=2-ny tm=>-s »-nd h>- kn>-w th)-t, wh-1"- h)- st>>-d »-n d>ngH-r H>-f
-l drmn-trn Pr th- Brrst sn -1nd-, by vd-ry
succH-»-d>-ng s?>+n h> multplH->-d h>-s gu-It »-nd h>-s pun’-shm=>-nt.
H>-s d-ys »-nd w>-rks »-nd th-ughts c)-uld m>-k>- n>- H-t>+n»m>-nt f)-r
h>-m, th>- f>-unt>--ns H>f sHnct>-fy"-ng gr-c> h>-v>ng cH>-s»d t-
r-fr)-sh h=-s sH-ul. H-t m=-st, by »-n »-Ims g>-v>>n t9- >~ b>-gg>-r wh»-s»)-
bl»-ss-ng h?- flH-d fr-m, h» ma-ght h>-p> wrH+r>-ly > wHn f)-r
h-ms>-1f s9-m=>- m>--sur)- H-f H-ctu-I gro-c)-. DI»-v>-t>>n h>-d g»-n>)-
by th- b>--rd. Wh>-t d>-d »-t v )1 t>- pr-y wh>-n h>- kn>-w th>-t h>-s
sP-ul lustd-d Hftr Hts Hwn d>-structh>+n? > cH+rt>n pri-d)-, »
cH-rt--n -wH-, w-thh-Id h>-m fr-m »-ff>-r-ng t- GH-d H-vI>-n H-n)-
praxy=-r »-t n-ght th--ugh h>- kn"-w 2t w>-s -n G>-d’s p>-w»-r t- t>-k>-
Wy h-s - wh)-1"- h)- sl-pt »-nd hurl h2-s s2-ul h>-llw>H-rd H-r)-
h*- c»-uld b-g f-r m=-rcy. H?-s pro-d=>- »-n h>=s H-wn s9-n, h)-s I-v-1)-ss
w2 -f G-d, t-1d h-m th>-t h-s H-ff-ncH> wh-s t-)- gr--v>-us t)-
b= H-t+n>-d f-r )-n whd)-19- -r >-n pH-rt by - f)-Is) h)-m»-g>- t9- th)-
-11s>->-2-ng »-nd H-Ilkn»w»-ng.

—W-11 n)-w, H-nn>-s, = dI-cl-r)- y>-u h-v>- - h)--d »-nd s> h)-s
my st2-ck! D)= y»-u m>--n t9- )y th-t y>-u H-r)- n)-t H-bl)- t- -1l m»)-
wh»-t 9~ surd F-s?

Th>- blund=-r>-ng »-nsw>-r st)-rro-d th>- »-mb>-rs H-f h-s cH-nt>+mpt H-f
ha-s P-11-ws. THw»-rds H-th-rs h>- -1t n--th>-r sh-m>> no)-r fH-)-r.
»-n Sund>-y m=2-rn-ngs »-s h~ p>-ss-d th)- church d>->-r h- gl»)-ncH-d
cH-ldly »-t th= w-rsh-pp>-rs wh>- st3>2-d b-r¥-h>->-d>-d, f-ur d>->-p,
H-uts-d»- th>>- church, m=-r>-Ily pro-s>-nt »-t th»- m»-ss wh»-ch th»-y c»-uld
n>--th>-r 2~ n-r h>->-r. Th->-r dull pH->-ty »-nd th>)- s?-ckly sm-Il H-f
th>- ch>»2-p h>>r»>-1 wr-th wha-ch th>-y h>-d >n>->nt)-d th)>-H-r
h=2-ds r-p>-117-d h-m fr-m th>- H-1t)-r th-y pr-y>-d H-t. H>- st>>-p>-d
- th- vl > hypr-crr-sy wH-th »-tho-rs, scrptr-cHl Hf th>->-r
“»-nn=>-c>-nc> wh=-ch h=- c-uld -1 s »-s)-ly.



H-n th wH-Il H-f h-s b)-dr)->m hung H-n Fllum>-n)-t>-d scri-ll, th)-
cH-rt-I-c)-t- H-f h)-s prx-f-cturd- H-n th- c-11D-g>- H-f th>- sH-d>-1>-ty
»-f th- BI-ss-d V-rg=-n M>-ry. H-n S»-turd>-y m=-rn--ngs wh>-n th>-
$>-d>-1-ty m-t »-n th>- ch»-pH>I t3- r-cH-t)- tho- [D-ttl- Hff>-cH h)-s
plm-c w-s - cush>>n)d kn)-I"-ng-d)-sk -t th- rH-ght H-f th)-
»-1t)-r fr-m wh>-ch h>- 1)-d h>-s w»-ng 2~ b>-ys thro-ugh th>- r-sp>-ns>-s.
Th- -Is-h>->-d H>-f ha-s prs>-tr>n d>-d n)-t p>n hHr-m. Hf H-t
ma-m=-nts h>- -1t H-n H»-mpuls>- t>- rFs> fr-m h>-s p-st > h>-n>-ur
»-nd, c-nf-ss-ng b= th-m -1l ha-s unw-rth-n>-ss, t)- I»-v)-
th- ch)-p>-I, - gl>-nc> -t th-r f>cH>s rstrr»>+n>-d h>r-m. Th)-
F-m-gH-ry H-f th>- psH-Ims H-f pra-ph>-cy s»->-th>-d h-s b>-rr)-n pr)-d>-.
Th- gl?-r>->-s >+f M2>-ry h)-Id h)-s s-ul cH>-pt>vI-: sp-k>+n>-rd »-nd
myrrh »-nd fr-nk>-nc>-ns>-, symb>-12-s>-ng h>-r r-y>1 [D-nH>>g>-, hH-r
F-mbl)-ms, th= [D-t--fl»-w-rH-ng plo-nt H-nd -tH--blH-ss»-m=-ng tr---,
symb>-1"-s3-ng th)- »-g>-17-ng gr)-du”-I gra-wth H-f h?-r cultus »m=-ng
m=-n. Wh>-n >t £l t>- h-m t- r)---d th)- I)-ss>-n t-w»-rds th>- cl»-s)-
H»f th- ) h> r-d Dt >n D v >+I12-d vI->-c)-, lullH-ng h)-s
CH-Nnsc-H-ncH- tP- H-ts mus>-c.

Qu s-cAdrus P-xHt-t2-sum »-n L2-b2n-2n -t qu-s»-cuprAssus 2n
m-nt2- SH-An. QuAs- pAHmP- FxHtHH- sum Hn GAdAs H quisH-
plAnt At rps-2- Hn JHrchr- Quiss- ulHvi- sprctHsi) Hn
c-mpAs Pt quAsH plAHnus PxeHtHD- sum juxt- Aqurm A
plt2-2s. Spcut cHnnHmy»-mum At bHsHmum  HrrmoHPzAns
HdAr-m dAHdH- H qusH myrrh- HPct}- d)dD- supvHtt-m
‘a'kate?

H>-s s»n, wh-ch h»-d c-v>-r)-d h>-m fr)-m th- s-ght »-f G>-d, h»-d
[9-d h=m n=-r)-r t) th- r-fugd- Hf sH+nnd-rs. HI-r H-y>-s s->+-m--d
t- r-g-rd h-m wa-th m>-Ild p-ty; ho-r h)-1>-n"-ss, »- str-ng>- 1)-ght
gl-w>-ng f»-ntly up>-n h>-r fro->-1 fIx-sh, d>-d n>-t hum»-1)->-t)- th>)-
s-nn>-r wh>)- H-ppr)--ch>-d ho-r. 2-f H-vI-r h"- w-s »mp>-11"-d t>- c)-st
s»-n fr>-m h-m »-nd t3- rH-p-nt th>- »mpuls>- th>-t m>-v>-d h>m w>-s
th>- w>-sh t3- b= ho-r kno-ght. >-f >v>>-r h-s s2-ul, r»--+nt>r+ng hH-r
dw>-11"-ng shyly H-ft)-r th>- fro-nzy H-f h>)-s b>>-dy’s lust h-d sp-nt H-ts-If,
w-s turn)-d t>-w-rds h2-r wh-s2- mbl>m s th-- m>>-rn>-ng st-r,
“bra-ght H-nd mus>-c1, t>-11"-ng H-f h>-">-v>-n »-nd H-nfusH-ng p>»->c>-”
-t W)-s wh-n h)-r n-m=-s w>-r- murmur>-d sH-ftly by I2-ps wh>-r>->-n



th=-r)- st>-1l I-ng>-r>-d f>-ul »-nd sh>»m>-ful w>-rds, th s-v>-ur H-ts-If
Hf - I-wd k»)-ss.

Tha-t w>-s str-ng=>-. H>- tr)->-d t>- th--nk h>~w »-t c»)-uld b~ but th-
dusk, d>--p>n>>ng >n th schr>Irr->m, cFvrrr-d HvIrr h)s
th=--ughts. Th>- bl r-ng. Th>» m»-st>-r m=>-rk>>-d th=>- sums »-nd cuts t»- b>)-
d-n>- f-r th- n-xt [DH-ss)-n H-nd w-nt H-ut. HI-r)-n, b>-s>-d>- St»-ph>>-n,
b»-g=-n t- hum tun>-1>-ssly.

My »=xcH-112-nt fra--nd B>mb>-d>-s.

»-nn"-s, wh>- h”-d g?-n>- t9- th"- y>-rd, c-m=>- b>-ck, s?-y>-ng:
—Th>= b=y fr-m th- h2-us>- D-s c>m>-ng up FI-r th- rH-ct-r.
2~ t9-11 b~y b>-h=-nd St>-ph>-n rubb>-d h»-s h»-nds 2-nd s?»--d:

—Th2-t’s g -m=>- b>-1l. W=~ c9-n scut th- wh~19- h)-ur. H)>- w>-n’t b»)-
-n 11 H-ft)-r h)-If tw>-. Th»-n y>-u c-n »-sk h-m qu>-st>->-ns H-n th>)-
cH-t)-ch”-sm, D>-d>-lus.

St-ph>-n, I->-n"-ng b>-ck H-nd dr-w=>-ng H-dly H>-n h>-s scra-bbl>-r,
[D-st>n>-d ) th)- -1k H-b>-ut h»-m wh>-ch H>-r)-n ch?-ck)-d fr-m
tm>- t9- t>m)- by s2-y>-ng:

—Shut up, w-1l y»-u. D?-n’t m2-k>- such H- b>-lly r)-ck>-t!

-t wHs str-ng)- t>- th-t h)- fHund Hn Hr)-d plH->-sur)> Hn
f-11-w-ng up t- th>> »-nd th>- r-g>-d ID-n>-s H-f th- dH>-ctr-n>-s H-f
th>)- church H-nd p2-n»>-tro-t>-ng »-nt>- D-bscur>- s>-12-nc-s H-nly t- h»->-r
Fnd 1 th- m>+r> d>F>ply h)s H»wn cFnd>FmnI-t>+>n. Th)-
s-nt>-nc)- > s»F»nt J»mI>s wha-ch sHys th)-t h- wh>- »-ff>-nds
g nst - oFrmmAIndmnt bHF-crmIs gu-lty H»f Il ha)-d
> rm-d t- h-m f-rst - swH-11"-n phr-s- unt>-1 h»- h>-d b>-gun t-
gr-p- n th- d-rkn>-ss H-f h>-s H-wn st>-t>-. Fr-m th- H>-vI)-| s2-2-d
- lust -1 H-th-r d>->-dly s»-ns h-d sprung f-rth: pr)-d>- H-n h>»-msH-If
“»-nd c-ntmpt H-f H-th>-rs, cH-v>-t>-usn>-ss H-n us+-ng m>-n>ry f-r th)-
purch==s2- »-f unl>-wful pl>->-sur?-s, H-nvy »-f th s wh>-s»- v-c>-s h)-
c-uld nd-t r»=>-ch t» -nd cd-lumn-"-us murmurd-ng H-g>->-nst th)-
p--us, glutt-n>-us H-nj>ym>-nt H-f f>->-d, th>- dull gl»-w>-r>-ng »-ng>-r
»>-m>-d wh>-ch h»>- br-2-d>-d up>n h>s ID-ng>-ng, th)>- swHrmp H-f
sp-r>-tu-1 H-nd b-d>-ly sI?-th H-n wh>-ch h-s wh>-1"- b-"-ng h>-d sunk.

-5 h- st -n h?-s b>-nch g»-z-ng cH-Imly H-t th>- rH-ctH-r’s shra-wd
h-rsh f-c h?s m2-nd w-und H-tsH-If H-n H-nd J-ut H-f th>~ cur)->-us
qu-st-ns pro-p-s-d t)- H-t. - - m>-n h>-d st>-1"-n >~ p-und H-n h>-s



y=>-uth »-nd h>-d us»-d th>-t p>-und t>- »-m=-ss »- hug=- f>-rtun>- h->-w much
w=s = H-blH-g-d t9- g»-v>- b-ck, th- p2-und h>- h-d st>-1"-n H-nly H-r
th>- p>-und t-g»-th>-r w>-th th>- c>-mp=-und H-nt>-r>-st H-ccru>-ng up>-n
-t H-r -ll h-s hug”- F-rtun’-? H-f - ym=>n »-n gHv>ng b>-ptHsm
p-ur th- w-t)-r b)) s9-y>-ng th>- wH-rds H-s th)- ch)-Id b>-pt)-s>-d?
s b-ptdsm wH-th = m>»nH+r-1 wr-tr v-12-d? H>w cFm-s H-t th)-t
wh»-1- th- f-rst b--t>-tud>- pr-m=-s7-s th>- k-ngd>-m »-f h-->-v>-n
t9- th- p--r H-f h--rt, th- s)-c-nd b>-H)-t)-tud>- pr-m»-s9-s H-Is)- t)-
th>- m>o->k tho>-t tho-y sh>-Il p2-ss-ss th- I9-nd? Why w>-s th)-
s-cr-m>-nt H-f th> D-uch>rH-st Hnst>-tut>-d und=>-r th- tw=- sp-cH>->-s
»-f bra->-d H-nd w-n>- H-f JH-sus Chr-st b~ pra-s»-nt b»-dy »-nd bl»-»-d,
s>-ul »-nd d>-v>-n>-ty, n th- br->-d >-1>-n) Hnd »-n th) wHn>)-
»1>-nH>? DI»Hs > trny pHrtd-cl> Hf th)- cH+nsH-crd-t-d bry-H-d
c-nt>->-n -l th>- b>-dy »-nd bl>->-d H-f J»-sus Chr-st H-r »- p>-rt H-nly
- th"- b>-dy 2-nd bl?->-d? H-f th>- w>-n>- ch-ng>- H-nt> v-n)-g>-r »-nd
th- h2-st crumbl?>- H-nt> cHrrupt>>n Hft)r th)y h)v> bI»>n
c-nsH-cr-t-d, H-s J¥-sus Chr-st st>-1l pra-s>-nt und>-r th>->-r sp>-c>-»-s
»-s G»-d »-nd »-s m»-n?

—H>=r)- - st H)-r)- h)- )-s!

- b~y fr-m h)-s p-st -t th»- wH-nd>-w h>-d sH--n th>- r-ct)-r cHm-»-
fr-m th- h2~us?>-. Il tho)- cH>-t)-ch)sms w>H-r> Hprn)>d H>+nd H-Il
h2-"-ds b)-nt up?-n th>m s>-1)-ntly. Th> rH-ctH-r HntH>r)-d H-nd >k
h-s st »-n th?- dI>>-s. > gH>-ntl)- kd-ck fr-m th- t-1l b~y Hn th)-
b-nch b>-h>-nd urg="-d St>-ph>-n t- »-sk > d>-ff>-cult quI-st>>-n.

Tha= r-ct-r d>-d n>-t H-sk FFr - cH»-t>ch>-sm t>- h>-2-r th)- |P-ss9n
fr-m. H>- cl?-sp>-d h>>-s h>-nds H-n th>)- d»-sk »-nd s»->-d:

—Th> -ttt w1l b>-g>n Hn WH-dn)-sd>-y H-ft>rm>>-n »-n
h-nP-ur Hf s»>+nt Fr-ncHs XFv»Hr whhs) st dFy s
SH-turd>-y. Th> r-ter-t w1l g -n fr-m W>-dn-sd>-y t- Fr-d>-y.
=N Fr)-d)-y c-nfPF-ss-)-n w1l b h-)-rd H-1l th» H-ft)-rnH-»+n HftH-r
b-"-ds. H-f Hny b>ys h-v)- spH-cH-1 c-nfHssH-rs pH-rh-ps H-t wH-Il
b= b-ttdr f-r th-m na-t t) ch»-ng>-. M>-ss w1l b~ »-n SH-turd>y
m2-rn-ng H-t nIn) H-"clH-ck Hnd gH+nIr>+l c>Fmmun>-n fH-r th)-
wha=19- c)-119-g-. SH+-turd>-y wH-Il b} H- fr-»- d>-y. But SH-turd>-y »-nd
Sund>~y b»-"-ng fr->- d>-ys s>-m>- b>-ys m>-ght b> »-ncl>-n>-d t>- th-nk
th-t M>-nd>-y s - - dry »>Is?-. BrFw>Hr)> »-f m>-k)>ng tho-t
ma-st>k>-. > tho-nk y>-u, L>wld-ss, H>r- PrFkrly t mHr-k) tho)-t
m=-st)-k»-.



—) s-r? Why, s9-1?

- -ttt wH-v- - qu--t m-rth bra-k>- fH-rth H-v>-r th- clH-ss H-f
b-ys fr)-m th>)- r)-ct-r’s gra-m sm=-19-. St-ph>-n’s h->-rt b>-g>-n slH-wly
t9- £)-1d -nd f-d>- w-th F-2-r ID-k)- > w-th>-r)-ng fl»-w>-r.

Tho= r)-ctdr w-nt -n gr-vr-ly:

—Y>-u »-r)> -l fFmH-1-)r wh-th th)- std-ry H-f th- |- H-f s9)-nt
Fr-ncH-s X2-v-2-r, - suppr-s>-, th)- pH-tr-n H-f y>-ur cH-lIH-g>-. HY-
crm> f »n HId H>nd Hllustr>-us Sprn>-sh fFm>-ly »-nd y>-u
r>ma-mb>-r th-t h- wh-s Hn)» Hf th- Prst PH-11D-wH-rs H-f sH->-nt
H-gn>-t>-us. Thy m>>-t >n PHFrd)s whr)» Fr-ncrs XFvI>+r w>h-s
pr-f-ss-r H-f pha-1"-s)-phy Dt th>- un’)-v>-rs)-ty. Th>-s y>-ung »-nd
bra-11"--nt n"-bl"»-m=>-n »-nd m>-n H-f 9-tt>-rs H-nt)-rH-d h>-»-rt H-nd s»-ul
-ntd- th- -d>--s - H-ur gl-r>-»-us fH-und>-r »-nd y»-u kn-w th>-t h»-,
-t h)=s H-wn dH>-s-r)-, wH-s s¥-nt by s2--nt H-gn>-t>-us ) pra->-ch t)-
th- Hnd>->ns. HI> s cH-1I2-d, s y>u kn)w, th)- HFpH-stl>- H-f th)-
H-nd>H-s. HH» wHnt fr>-m cH-untry t- cH-untry H-n th- H->-st, fr-m
Hfr-c)- > H»ndH»), frr-m HndH>) > I¥»pHh+n, bHpt)sng thd-
p>>-pld-. HY>» s s»+»d t> h»vI bdpt>sH+d Hs mHIny Hs tH»n
th-us>-nd H-d>-1"-t>-rs H-n H-n» m>nth. H-t s sH»+>-d th)-t h-s r-ght
H-rm h2-d gr-wn p>-w>-rl-ss fr»-m h>-v>)-ng b>->-n rH->-sH-d s H+ft-n
V-1 th- h--ds - th-s»- wh>-m h- b>-pt)-s>d. H> w-sh>-d th-n
t)- g~ t9- Ch-n>- t w>-n st>-1l m>-r>- s2-uls -r G-d but h>- d>->-d »-f
V)1 -n th>)- H-sl-nd Hf SH»ncHH-n. - gr>->-t s»nt, sH+»nt FrH-ncd-s
X1l - gyt s¥-ldH»-)-r H>-f GH-d!

Th> r-ct)>r pr-us>d »nd th)-n, sh)-k>+ng h)s clHsp>-d hInds
b= h>-m, wo-nt H-n:

—H"» h9-d th)- f-2-th H>n h>m th)-t mH>+vI>s mIunt>+>ns. THn
th"-us"-nd s»-uls w-n fr G>-d >-n »- s»ngl> m>-nth! Th)-t Hs H- tru)-
c-nqua-rd-r, tru- )= th- m-tt)- H-f H-ur Hrd>)-r: -d m»jHr>-m D»-»-
glAr2-2-m! > s»+>»+nt wh> hdIs gt prwrr n h»H»vin,
rma-mb>-r: p-wH-r t)- -nt-rcH-d>- FI-r us H-n H-ur gr-H-f; prwH-r t)-
F-bt>+n wh-t>vrr wh pr-y f-r >+f H-t b} f-r th)- g>)-d H-f H-ur
s-uls; prwH-r H-b»-v) It Hbt>->+n fr us th)- gr)-c>- t- r-pHnt
>f w- b= n sn. > gr--t sH--nt, s-nt Fra-nc-s Xo-va-r! -
gr->-t f-sh>-r H-f sH-uls!



H»>- c-)-s>-d t- sho-k> h>-s cl-sp>-d h>-nds »-nd, r-st>+ng th>m
=g -nst h-s P-r-h>->-d, [D->-k>-d r-ght H-nd [9-ft H-f th»-m k>->-nly
-t =S I-st-n>-rs H-ut H-f h-s d-rk std-rn H-y»-s.

2-n th>- s»1-nc) th-r dI-rk f-r)> k>-ndlH-d th)- dusk H>+ntd> -
t>-wny gl-w. St>-ph>-n’s h>->-rt h>-d wa-th>-r>-d up -k >~ fI-wH-r H-f
th>- d-s2-rt th-t f-Is th)- $>m>>->m cH>+m=>-ng fr-m HF+fH-r.

—R»-m-mb A Hnly thy I2-st th»ngs nd th-u sh-t nAt sHn fr
PV Ar—wH-rds t-kH-n, my d--r [D-ttl)- brd-th>-rs H>-n Chro-st, frH-m th>)-
bk H-f FcclFsP)-st)-s, sHvH-nth chI-ptI-r, fH-rt)>-th vI-rsH-. »H-n
th- n-m»- H-f th FH-th>-r H-nd H-f th>~ S>n H-nd H-f th> HH)-ly Gh>)-st.
»-m»-n.

St»-ph=-n st H-n th>)- fr-nt b-nch H-f th>- ch"-p>-1. FH-th>-r H-rn>-1l sH-t
-t ) trbb> > th- ID-ft -f th) Hlt>r. H>» wHrr> Hbd)ut h)-s
sha-uld>-rs = h>-)-vy cl>>k; h-s pH>-1>- ¢ wHs dr-wn H-nd h)-s
v--c- br-k-n w-th rh-um. Th- f-gur- H-f h-s H-Id m>-st>H-r, s>
str-ng-ly r->-r>-s>-n, bra-ught b-ck t- St>-ph>-n’s m>-nd h>-s I)-)- -t
Cl»-ng»w»-s: tho- w>-d>- pl)-ygr)-unds, swr>rm>-ng w>-th b-ys, th)-
squa-r)- do-tch, th= I)-tth cFm)-try H-ff th- m>»+n v h-nu) Hf
[-m»>-s wh>-r>- h>- h-d dro->-m>-d »-f b>->-ng bur)---d, th>- f-r-1--ght
H-n th»= w1l H-f th HnfFrmH>+ry wh-r)- h>- 19y s9-ck, th)- sH-rr-wful
f-c) -t Bro-th-r Ma-ch)>->-1. H>-s sh-ul, »-s th-s» m>»mH+-rH->-s
c-m>)- b-ck t)- h»-m, b)-c»m=- »-g>->-n - ch)-1d’s sH-ul.

—W>= =) Fss+mbl-d ha-r)- t-dI-y, my d>>-r ID-ttl1H- bro-th>-rs »-n
Chrd-st, -r H-n"- br)->-f m>m>-nt f>-r >w>-y fr>-m th- busy bustl?- H-f
th- D-utr wh-rld t> c>+ID-br-t) Hnd - h>nd)ur H>Fn) Hf th)
gr--t¥-st Hf sH»-nts, th HpH-sth> Hf th- HndH>>-s, th)- pH>-trH-n
s»nt s>+ Hf yd-ur cHlID-gH-, s»>nt Fra-ncrs XH+vIrH-r. Y H)»)-r
H-ftd-r y>2-r -r much [9-ng»-r th-n H-ny H-f y-u, my d>>-r I)-ttl>- b)-ys,
crn rrm>mba-r H-r th-n D crn rrmI>Fmb-r th)- brys Hf th)-s
c-1-g>- h-v)- ma-t H-n th-s vo-ry ch-pH-1 t m>-k>- th>--r H-nnu>-I
Pttt b-f-r)- th)- Pr-st dr-y H-f th-)-r pH-tr-n sH»H-nt. THm»-
h>»-s g>-n>- »-n »-nd br-ught w>-th »-t »-ts ch>-ng=-s. »-v>>-n H-n th>)- [)-st
f»w y-2-rs wh-t ch”-ng=-s c-n m>-st H>-f y>-u n>-t rH-m>+-mb>-r? M>-ny
»-f th- b)>-ys wh- s9-t -n th-s- fra-nt b-nch-s »- Hw y>>-rs H»-g>-



Hr)- pH-rh)-ps nH+w H-n dI-st)nt I)-nds, H-n th>- burn-ng tr-p>-cs H-r
FmmArsH-d Hn pr-fFssHnH-1 dutd>-s Hr Hn sFmHIFnHrHIs Hr
V=Y -g-ng V-1 tha- via-st H-xpH-ns- H-f th= d>->-p H-r, >t m>y b,
HIr-2-dy cH-11)-d by th)- gr-2-t G-d t- H-n>-th>-r |- H-nd t9- th)-
r-nd>-r3-ng up H-f th-2-r st>w>-rdsh>-p. H-nd stI-Il »-s th)- y>>-rs r)-ll
by, br=-ng=-ng w»-th th>»m ch>-ng»-s f-r g»->-d »-nd b>-d, th»> m>»m>-ry
H-f th- gr->-t s>>-nt s h-n>-urd-d by th- bIys H-f th>-s cH>11)-g)-
wh>= ma-k»= >vrry y->-r thr--r nnud-l r-trr->-t H>n th- d)-ys
pro-c-d>-ng th- st d>-y s+t >-p-rt by »-ur H>-ly M>-th=-r th- Church
t)- tr-nsm-t t)- -l th- H-g>-s th>- n>-m>- »-nd F>-m>- »-f H-n>- H-f th)-
gr--t2-st s¥-ns H-f c-th"-1>-c Sp»--n.

—N=>~w wh>-t »-s th= m>--n>-ng »-f th»-s w-rd r}-tr -t »-nd why »-s
-t 1-w-d H-n -1l h-nds - b= = m-st sH-lut>-ry pro-ctr-cH- f-r -l
wha= d>-s-r)- t3- I--d b>>r)> GH-d H-nd H-n th) Hy>s H+f mH>n »-
truly chr-st»-n -2 D r-tr>>-t, my d>->-r br-ys, sr+gnr-fr>-s »-
w-thdr-w»-1 £3-r - wh-12- fr-m th- c-r-s H-f H-ur I, th)- cH-r)-s
H-f th-s wH-rke>-d>-y wH-rld, -n H-rd>-r t3 x> >+mI>-n)- th)- st>-t> H-f
H-ur cH-nsc-H-ncH-, t- r-fl-ct H-n th>- mystH-rH--s H>-fh>-ly r-1"-g»->n
“-nd t- und=-rst-nd b-tt>-r why w>- »-r-- h>-r>- -n th>-s w>-rld. Dur--ng
th-s- f>Fw d>-ys - »nt+nd > put b>fH+r> y>-u s+m>- th)-ughts
c-ncH-rn-ng th)- f-ur ID-st th-ngs. Tha-y H-r)>, s y»-u kn-w fr)-m
y=-ur c-t-ch=>-sm, d>-»-th, judg>-m=-nt, =1l H-nd h>->v>n. W>- sh-Il try
t9- und>-rst9-nd th>-m fully dur¥-ng th-s» f>w d>-ys s>~ th)-t w» m)-y
d-r-v>>- fr-m th>- und>-rst)-nd>-ng H-f th-m - )-st-ng b>-n)-f)-t t)-
H-ur so-uls. -nd r-m=>>-mb>-r, my d>->-r b>-ys, th-t w- h>-v>>- b>->-n s-nt
»-nt- th-s w-rld f)-r »-n>- th-ng »-nd f)-r H-n>)- th-ng H-1"-n>-: t>- d)-
G»-d’s ha-ly w1l H-nd t- s>Fv > D-ur H-mm>-rt-1 sH-uls. D1l H1s) )-s
wH-rthl-ss. H-n)- th-ng H-12-n) s n»)-dful, th)- sF+IvH-tH+>+n H-f
-n-’s s9-ul. Wha-t d>)-th »-t pra-f>-t - m>-n t)- g=--n th>»- wh>-1"- w>-rld
- )= suffd-r tho- [D-ss f h-s Fmm-rt)-1 sH-ul? H-h, my d>->-r b)-ys,
b-1-)-v) m>- th>-r)- »-s n-th)-ng »-n th>-s wrd-tch>-d w-rld th>-t c-n
m=-k>- up f-r such »- I)-ss.

—> Wl H-sk y-u, th-r-fr)-, my d>->-r b>-ys, t9- put >w>-y fr-m
y?-ur m-nds dur’-ng th"-s- 3w d>-ys -1l w-rldly th-ughts, wh-th>-r H-f
study -r pl>-)-surd> H>r >Fmb>-t>+>n, H>+nd t> grvI> Hll yHur
H-tt-nt-)-n t)- th)- stI-t)- H-f y-ur s9-uls. - n>->-d h>-rdly rr»-m=-nd y»-u
th>-t dur)-ng th>)- d-ys H-f th>- r-tr)>--t -l b)-ys H-r» HxpH-ctH-d t>-
pro-s-rv- - qu->-t H-nd p>->-us d>m=>->-n>-ur H-nd t)- shun Il 1)-ud



uns>=»mly pl-2-sur)-. Th= H-ld>-r bIys, Hf c)-ursH»-, wH-Il s th)-t
th>-s cust>m s n>-t H>nfrr-ng>-d H-nd H >k »-spH-cr>+lly t>- th)-
pra-f)-cts -nd HffI-cH-rs H-f th)- sH-d>-19-ty H-f »-ur BI»-ss-d LH-dy »-nd
- th- s-d)-1-ty H-f th- h-ly H-ng>-Is t>- st > g>--d »x>+mpl)- t)-
th=-r f>-11"-w-stud--nts.

—L»-t us try, th-r>-f>-r)-, t m>-k>- th)-s r-tr)->-t H-n ho-n)-ur H+f
s2-nt Fry-ncH-s w-th H-ur wh-19- h->-rt »-nd »-ur wh>-1"- m>-nd. G-d’s
bl-ss-ng w-1l th-n b~ up>n D=1l y»-ur y>-r’s stud>->-s. But, »-b>-v>)-
-nd b)-y-nd I, -t th)-s r-tr)--t b~ H»-n>- t) wh-ch y>-u cH-n D)k
b-ck n Hftdr y>>rs wh+n, mI»yb>, y>+u H>r)» -r frr-m th)-s
c-11D-g» »-nd H>m=-ng v-ry d>-ff-r-nt surrr-und>-ngs, t> wh>-ch y»-u
c-n 19~k b-ck w»-th -y -nd th-nkfuln=-ss »-nd g-v>>- th>-nks t>- G»-d
fr h-v-ng gr-nt>-d y>-u th-s »-ccHrs»>n Hf [D-y>-ng th)- fHrst
f-und)-t>--n H-f H- p>-us h-n)-urd-bl>- z)->1"-us chr)-st>>-n [H-)-.
H-nd -, >-s mIy s hd-ppI-n, th>-r)- b >t th)-s m>»m>-nt H-n th)-s)-
b-nch>-s »-ny p>--r s2-ul wh>>- h=-s h-d th>> unutt)-r>-bl»- m=-sf>-rtun>-
> s GH-d’s h-ly gra-c?- H-nd t9- Il H-nt> grH-)-vI-us s»-n, »
f-rv-ntly trust -nd pr)-y th)-t th>-s r-tr)->-t m)>y b) th?- turn-ng
p»--nt H-n tho- - Hfth-t sH-ul. »- pr)-y t9 G>-d thr)-ugh th- m>-r)-ts
T HD)-s z2-)-1-us s -rv-nt Fr-nc-s X>-v)-2-r, th)-t such - s2-ul m>-y
b= I9-d ) s-ncH-r- rr-pr-nt>-ncH- H-nd th>-t th>- h>-ly cr-mmun>>--n
»n sP>nt Frd-nch-s’s dry Hf thd-s y>>r mI>y b)> > ID-stng
c»v-n-nt b-tw->n GHI-d Hnd th>-t sH-ul. FH-r just P-nd unjust, fH-r
s»--nt -nd sF+nnH-r FH-k)-, mI*y th-s r-tr>--t b~ > mH>»m>-r)-bl)-
+n)-.

—H»-Ip m>~, my d)>--r 9)-ttl>- br)-th-rs »-n Chr)-st. H)-Ip m»- by y>-ur
p>-us H-ttnt>H-n, by yH-ur Hwn dH>vH-t>Hn, by yH-ur H-utw>-rd
d>m>->+n>-ur. BIn>d-sh frr-m y>-ur m>-nds -1l wH-rldly th--ughts -nd
th-nk »-nly »-f th>- [9-st th--ngs, d>->-th, judg=>-m>-nt, h>-11 H>-nd h>->-v>n.
H>- wh?- r-m=>-mb»-rs th-s)- th-ngs, sP-ys H-cclFs»)-st)-s, sh-1l n)-t
s+n £r vI-r. H¥» wh- r»-m>-mb-rs th- [D-st th-ngs w1l H-ct »-nd
th-nk w2-th th-m Hlwys b>-fHr) hds Hy>s. H>» wHIl [D-v)> H
g>-d [ -nd d>-> » g->-d d)->-th, b>-I>->-v>ng Hnd kn-w>>-ng
th-t, H-f h)- h)-s s-cr)-fH-c)-d much H-n th-s H-)-rthly [H-f)-, >t w1l b)-
g>-v>-n > h>-m = hundr-df>-1d -nd »- th>-us>-ndf>-Id m>-r>- H-n th>)-
D> 9 c>Fm>-, H-n th) k)-ngd>m wH-th>-ut >-nd—=>- bl»-ss-ng, my
d>=-r b-ys, wh-ch == w>-sh y>-u fr-m my h>->-rt, »-n>>- >-nd -1, H-n th>)-



n»=m>- Hf th>- F>-thd-r H-nd H-f th- S»n H-nd H-f th- HI}-ly Gh)-st.
»-m>-n!

s = w1k >-d h-m=>- w-th s+I2-nt c»mp=>-n>->ns »- th)-ck f>-g
s>»mH-d ) c+mp=-ss h-s m>-nd. HH>»- wH->-t>-d »-n stup»-r H>-f m>-nd
t3-11 2-t sh"-uld I9-ft -nd r)-v>->-1 whd-t -t h>-d h-dd>-n. H>- H»-t>- h)-s
d-nn>-r w-th surly H-pp>-t>-t> H-nd wh>-n th> m>->-1 wH-s »-v>-r »-nd
th- gr->-s--str>wn pl-t-s Dy Hb>nd>n>d »Hn th)- t>-bl)-, h)-
r-s2- »-nd w>-nt t9- th>- w-nd>-w, cl->-r)-ng th>- th)-ck scum fr-m h>-s
m»-uth w-th h)-s t9-ngu=- »-nd I9-ck>-ng -t fr-m h>-s I7-ps. SP» h>- h>-d
sunk t- th- sttt f D b)--st th)-t IH-cks h)-s ch)-ps HftH-r m»-)-t.
Th-s w»>-s th>- »-nd; -nd »- >nt gl-mm>-r Hf ->-r b)>-grn t9-
p>--rc)- tho- g H-f h)-s m-nd. H»- pr)-ss»-d h-s f-c>- H-g>->-nst th)-
p-n=- - th-- w>-nd>-w H-nd g=-z->-d »-ut H-nt)- th)- d>-rk>-n"-ng stro->-t.
F-rms p»-ss-d th>)-s w>-y »-nd th-t thr-ugh th>)- dull I-ght. »-nd th-t w>-s
[, Th)- [D-tt)-rs »-f th>> n+-m>>- »-f Dubl>-n 1=y h>=>-v>>-ly up>-n h>-s
m=-nd, push*-ng »-n=- H-n>-th>-r surl-ly h"-th-r H-nd th-th--r w-th sI»-w
b=2-r2-sh H-nsH-stHncH-. HH-s sH-ul wH-s fI-tt-n>-ng »-nd c-ng>->-1">-ng
H-nt) - gr)-ss gra--s2-, plung-ng Fv>H-r d»-p>-r H-n Hts dull H>-r
H-nt)- - s»mbr)- thr--t>-n>-ng dusk, wh>-I17- th- b>-dy th>-t w-s h)-s
st2-d, ID-stl)ss H+nd dIsh»nd)-urd-d, gH*zH>ng Fut Hf dH>rk)-n>-d
»-y>-s, ha-Ipl)-ss, p-rturb>-d »-nd hum=>-n f-r - b>-v>-n>)- g=H-d t- st>r)-
up=-n.

Th- n-xt d)-y br)-ught d9-2-th »-nd judg”?-m=-nt, st>-rr)-ng h>-s s»-ul
si-wly fr-m »H-ts [D-stl-ss d>-sp>--r. Th- PF-nt glr-mm>-r H-f Fr-r
b-cr-m=- = trrer - sprr-t s th- hr)-rsH- vir-)-c)> »H-f th)-
pra-"-ch>-r bl-w d»->-th H-nt- h}-s s-ul. H)- suff-r)-d H-ts >-g>-ny. H)-
-1t th- d2-)-thch-Il t)-uch th)- »-xtr»m=>>+t>>s »-nd cra->-p Hnw>-rd
tw-rds th- h-)-rt, th)- -Im H-f d>--th v)->-19-ng th> H>y>-s, th)-
br)-ght c-ntr)-s H-f th- br)->-n H>+xt>ngu-sh>-d »-n>- by »n>- IH-k)-
[-mps, th)- [-st sw->-t »->z2-ng up>-n th>- sk)-n, th> p>-w-rl)-ssn-ss
- th- dy"-ng I-mbs, th?- sp»->-ch th-ck>-n>-ng H-nd w>-nd>-r>-ng »-nd
f-)-1"-ng, th>- h>->-rt thr-bb>-ng f->-ntly -nd m»-r>- f>>-ntly, »-11 but
vo-nqu-sh>-d, th- bro->-th, th- p>->-r br)->-th, th p>>r h>-Ipl>)-ss
hum»-n sp»-r)-t, sH-bb>-ng -nd s»-gh=-ng, gurgl>-ng H-nd rH-ttl’-ng H-n th>-
thro->-t. N> h>)-Ip! N>~ h>-Ip! H>-—h*>~ h)>ms>-If—h>-s b»-dy t>- wh»-ch
h- ha)-d y>-2-1d?>-d w>-s dy>-ng. >nt>- th> gr-v> wH-th H>-t. N1 -t
d>-wn -nt> > wH-dI>n bI-x, th> cHrpsH>. CHrry -t H-ut >+ th)-
h»-us»- »-n th>)- sh)-uld>-rs H-f h-r>-1"-ngs. Thrust H-t H-ut H-f m>-n’s sH-ght



H-nt>- - [9-ng h-12- H-n th)- gra-und, H-nt)- th)- gra-vI-, t9- r-t, tH- fH-)-d
th=- m»-ss H-f H-ts cr)-"-p>-ng wr-rms »-nd t>- b~ d>-v>-ur>-d by scuttl-ng
plump-b2-11"-2-d r)-ts.

H-nd wh-12- th- fr)-nds wH-r)- st-Il st»nd>-ng H-n t->-rs by th)-
b-ds>-d>- th>- s9-ul »-f th)- s9-nn>-r w>-s judg>-d. -t th>- [D-st m>»m>-nt
- c-nscH--usn=-ss th> wh-1- »->-rthly - pr-ss>-d b>-f>-r)- th)-
v=s--n H-f th)- s9-ul »-nd, H-r)- -t h)-d t>m=- - r-flo-ct, th)- b>-dy
h=-d d>--d -nd th>)- s9-ul st>--d t>-rr->>-d b)) th>>- judg=>-m>-nt
$>-2-t. G-d, wh?- h?-d [?-ng b>»--n m>-rcH-ful, w-uld th>-n b~ just. H»-
h>-d I9-ng b>--n p>-t>--nt, pl=>->-d>-ng w»-th th>- s-nful s-ul, gH-v>-ng
-t tFm- ) r-pH-nt, spP-rH-ng H-t y>-t >wh>-1»-. But th»-t t>-m>>- h>-d
g-n)-. THm- wH-s t)- s-n H-nd t)- H-nj>-y, tr-m=>- w-s t- scH-ff H-t G»H-d
H-nd -t th>- w-rn>-ngs H-f H>-s h>-ly church, t>m=>- w-s t9- d>-fy H)-s
ma-j-sty, > dI>s>bry HI>s crmmnds, t> h)»-dwrnk Hn>-’s
1w m-n, t> cFmmH-t s»n Hft>r sHn Hnd t> h>-d> HFn)’s
cH-rrupt>--n fro-m th>- sH-ght H-f m=>-n. But th>-t t>m=> w-s HvI-r. NH>w
>t ws G-d’s turn: H-nd H>»= wIs nH-t > b hd»dwHnk)-d »H-r
d-c-»v-d. Hvry s-n wh-uld th-n c>m>- f-rth fr-m H-ts lurk--ng-
plm-c-, th ma-st r-b>-11"->-us H-g>->-nst th>- d>v>n> wHIl H-nd th>)-
m=-st d>-gr-d>-ng t> Hur pIrHr crrrupt nH-turd-, tho- tn)-)-st
»-mp-rf-ct->-n H-nd th>- m=-st h>->+n)us H-tr-cH-ty. Wha-t d>-d -t
V-1 th-n t)- h)-v)- b--n - grr--t »-mpa-ri-r, D grr--t gr-nr-rh-l,
= m-rv-119-us H-nv-ntd-r, th> m>-st [H-)-rnH-d H-f th>- >->-rn>-d? H-l
W= s n) b-r)> tho- judg>m=-nt sH>t H»-f G>d. H> w»-uld
r-w-rd th- g--d »-nd pun-sh th- w>-ck>-d. »-n>)- s)ngl>- Hnst)-nt
w>=s H-n>-ugh fr th- tr3->-1 >-f > m>-n’s sH-ul. H>-n) s»+ngl)- HnstH-nt
H-ftd-r th- b-dy’s d>->-th, th- s>-ul h>-d b>>n wH>gh>-d »n th)-
b-1"-nc)-. Th)- p-rt-cul?-r judg>-m=>-nt w-s H»-v>-r »-nd th>- s-ul h>-d
p-ss-d t- th)- -b>-d>- - bI)-ss H-r t- th)- pr)-sH-n H-f purgH>-t>-ry »-r
h>-d b>-"-n hurl?-d h»>-wl?-ng »-nt>- h»-II.

N>-r w-s tho-t H-1l. GH-d’s just>-c- h>-d st>-1l t3- b v-nd>-cH-t>-d
b-)-r) ma-n: H-ft-r th- pHr-rtd-culH-r th-r)- st>-ll rF-m>->-n>)-d th)-
g>-n>-r-1 judg>m=>nt. Th>- [D-st d>-y h--d c>m>-. D> >+msd)y w-s H-t
h>-nd. Th?- st¥-rs H-f h->v>n wH-r)- £)-11-ng up>-n th- H-rth IH-k>-
th=- f-gs c-st by th- f-gtr-- wh>-ch th>- w>-nd h>-s sh>-k>-n. Th>- sun,
th=- gr)-"-t lum>-n">-ry H-f th>- un’-v>-rs-, h"-d b>-c>+m=>- »-s s»-ckcl)-th
H-f h=)-r. Th- m>»>n wHs bld-)-dr)-d. Th>- frm>FmH>-nt wh-s »-s >
scr-1l r-119-d »-w-y. Th- Hrch-ng>-1 M-ch>--I, th)- pra-ncH- H-f th>)-



h>-"-v>-nly h>-st, H-pp>>>-r>-d gl>-r>->-us »-nd t>-rr)-bl»- H-g>--nst th>)-
sky. W»-th »-n>- -t »-n th>- s> -nd »-n> >t »-n th)- I»-nd h-
bl»-w fr-m th?- 2-rch)-ng”>-1"-cH-| trumpa-t th>- br)-z>»-n d>->-th »-f
t>m>-. Th- thr-- bl)-sts H-f th- D-ng>-1 P-11"-d -1l th)- unH+vI-rso-.
T-m>)- D-s, t-m=- w>-s, but t>-m=- sh-1l b>- > m>-ro-. H-t th)- [H-st bl)-st
th>- s2-uls »-f un>-v>-rso-1 hum>-n>-ty thr-ng t>w>-rds th>- v -1~y H-f
J>-h>-s-pha-t, r-ch »-nd p>»>-r, g-ntl>- »nd sH>+mpl>-, wHs» »-nd
f2-12-sh, g>-2>-d >nd wa-ck)-d. Th>- s)-ul H>+f v I»ry hum>-n b>-»>-ng
th-t h=s V-1 »-x»-st)-d, th- s9-uls H-f H-1l th>-s wh>)- sh>-Il y>-t b)-
b-rn, 11 th>>- s2-ns »H-nd d>-ught>-rs H-f »-d>+m, -1l - H-ss»mbl>-d »-n
th>-t supr>m=- d>-y. »-nd -, th- supr>m=>- judg>- s c»m=>>-ng! N»-
[P-ng>-r th- ID-wly L>-mb - G>-d, n)- ID-ng»-r th)> m>>+k JHsus H-f
N>>-z-r)-th, n)- I9-ng>-r th» M>-n H>-f SH»rr)-ws, no- [-ng=-r th- G»-»-d
Sh>-ph»>-rd, H?>~ s $-2-n n>-w c>m=>-ng up>-n th- cl»-uds, H-n grr-»H-t
P>WH-r H-nd m=jH-sty, H-tt-nd>-d by n-n>- ch--rs H-f »-ng>-Is, >ng>-Is
“-nd »-rcha-ng=-Is, pra-ncH-pH-I1>-t>--s, prw>-rs »-nd vI-rtur-s, thr-n>-s
“-nd d>-m»-n>-t>>-ns, ch-rub>>-m »H-nd s>-r-ph>>m, G>-d Fmn=>-p>-t>-nt,
G-d v -rl-strng. HY>- sp-+-ks: »-nd HH>-s v»--c> D-s ho->-rd »-vH>n
-t th- f-rth>)-st I>-m>-ts H-f sp-c)-, H-v-n »-n th>- b-tt>ml>-ss H-byss.
Supr-m=- Judg?-, fr-m H>~s s9-nt)-ncH- th>-r- w1l b>- »-nd cH-n b n*)-
F-pp>--1. H>- c-lls thd- just - HH-s s)-d>-, b)-dd=-ng th-m H-ntH>-r H-nt>)-
th>- k>-ngd=>-m, th>- -t>-rn>-ty »-f bl>-ss pr-p>-r>-d f-r th--m. Th>)- unjust
H>- c)-sts fr-m H>-m, cry’-ng »-n H>-s H>-ff>-nd>-d m»-j>-sty: D Hrt
fr-m m+}-, y}-curs A, Hnt}- vl H-stHng f - 2-whH-ch w-s pr-p »-r »d
f2r th- d»v:H Hnd hs HngHs. », whht H-gHny thdn fr th)-
mI>-s>+r)-bl>- sH»nnH-rs! Fr-nd Hs t+m HpIrt frr-m fr-)-nd,
ch-ldr-n H-r t>rm fr-m th)=->-r p>r-nts, husb>-nds fr-m th>->-r
W-V-S. Th)- p--r s9-nn>-r h-lds H-ut h>)-s D-rms t>- th>-s> wh>> w»-r>)-
d>>r t h>m H-n th)-s F>-rthly wH-rld, t- th)-s>» wh>d-sH» s»mpl)-
p>-2-ty p-rh2-ps h>- m>-d>- > m-ck H-f, t>- th’-s> wh- c)-unsH-II"-d
h-m »-nd tr)--d t3- --d h>>-m H-n th>- r)-ght p-th, t9- - k-nd br)-th»>-r,
t3- = »-v-ng sH-st-r, > th mI-th>-r H-nd fH-th>-r wh- IH-v>-d h-m
s> d>->-rly. But -t s > -t th)- just turn Hw>Hy fr>m th)-
wra-tch=-d d>-mn»-d s2-uls wh=-ch n2-w 2-pp>--r b>--r)- th)- H»y>-s H+f
11 »-n th>=>-r ha-d>->-us Hnd v ch>-r>-ctH-r. - y>-u hyp=-cri-t-s,
- y>-u wh)-t2-d s9-pulchr)-s, %~ y?-u wh>~ pr-s9-nt - sm->-th sm»-1"-ng
¢ ) tha= wh-rld wh>-12- y»-ur s»-ul wo-th>-n -s - f-ul swr>mp H-f
s-n, h-w w11 H-t f-r)- w-th y)-u H-n th-t t-red-bl>- d)-y?



»-nd th>-s d>-y w1l c»m»-, sha-Il cH-m=-, must c>m»-; th)- dH>-y H-f
d-"-th »-nd th- d>-y H-f judg>m>-nt. H-t s H>pp>>-nt>-d unt» m=>-n t-
A Hnd H-ft)-r d>->-th th)- judg>+m=>-nt. DH>>-th s cH-rt)>+n. Th)-
t>-m>>- -nd m>-nn>-r H-r- uncH-rt3--n, wh-th-r fr>-m I-ng d>-s»>s>-
-1 fr-m s-m)- un-xp-ct-d »H-ccH-dH-nt: th>- SH+-n Hf G-d c>m-th H-t
2-n ha=ur wha-n y>-u [-tth)- »xpH-ct H>+-m. B> th-r-f-r) r->-dy
vy m-me-nt, sH---ng tha-t y=-u ma-y d>-)- Dt H-ny m>-m=-nt.
D»-»-th »-s th>- »-nd - us »-Il. D>-»-th »-nd judg=>-m>-nt, br)-ught »-nt)-
th>- w>-rld by th- s-n -f H-ur frst pH-r)-nts, H-r)- th)- dI>rk pH-rt)-Is
th-t cI)-s- D-ur H-)-rthly H-x>-st-nc-, th)- pH-rt)-Is th-t H-p>-n Hnt)-
th>- unkn”-wn »-nd th- uns>->-n, p>-rt>-Is thr-ugh wh>-ch »-v>-ry sH-ul
must p2-ss, F1-n)-, un>H-d>-d s>v> by H+ts g>>-d wH-rks, wH-th)-ut
fr--nd »-r br-th>-r »-r pHr)-nt H-r m>-st>-r t- h)-Ip H-t, >-1>-n>- »nd
tr-mbl-ng. Lt tho-t tho-ught b~ -v>-r b)-f>-r> »-ur m>-nds »-nd th)-n
W= cnnd-t s-n. D-I-th, - cH-usH> - t-rrd-r - thd- s»FnnH-r, H-s »-
bl-ss-d m>-m>-nt f-r h>m wh>- h>-s w>-lk”>-d H-n th>- rH-ght p>-th,
fulf>-11"-ng th>- dut>-s H-f h}-s st-t>>-n H-n D>, H-tt)-nd>-ng t>- h)-s
ma>-r>-ng H+nd v I>nH+ng pr>yHrs, pprr-Hchng th-  h-ly
s-cr-m-nt fr-qu-ntly »-nd p-rf>-rm=-ng g=->-d »-nd m>-rc)-ful w-rks.
F-r th)- p2-2-us »-nd b>-1)->-v>-ng cH-th>-12-c, -r th)- just m>-n, d--th
-5 )= c)-usH- H-f trr-r. W-s H-t n)-t »-dd>-s>-n, th)- gr)->-t H-ngl)>-sh
wr-t9-r, wh>-, wh)-n »-n h?-s d>->-thb»-d, s?-nt f)-r th»- w-ck>-d y?-ung
-1l -f WA-rw-ck t9- [9-t ho-m s h2-w - chro-st)>->-n cH-n m>--t
h-s »-nd? H> »-t »-s »-nd h>= H>12-n>-, th- p>>-us H-nd b>-1>->v>ng
chra-st9--n, wh>- c?-n s?-y -n h>-s h->-rt:

> gr-vo-, wh-r)- > thy vI-ct)-ry?
2= d--th, wh>-r?>- »-s thy st?-ng?

vty wh-rd H-f -t wrs -r h-m. D-g>->-nst h>-s s»+n, fH-ul »-nd
sP-cr-t, th- wha-19- wra-th > GH-d w-s »>»m=-d. Th)- pr)--ch>-r’s
kn>-f) h>-d pr-b>-d d>->-ply H>-nt>- h>-s d>-scl>-s>-d c>-nsc>->-nc>- »-nd
h>- -1t n-w tho-t h2-s s-ul wrs fF-str+-ng »-n srn. Y»-s, th)-
pro--ch>-r w-s r-ght. G2-d’s turn h)-d c-m=-. L=k - b>--st H-n H-ts
-1 h-s s9-ul h2-d [9--n d>-wn H-n H-ts H-wn f>-Ith but th>- bl-sts H-f
th>- 2-ng>-1’s trump=-t h-d dr)-v>n h>-m -rth fro-m th- d>-rkn>-ss H-f
s-n H-nt)- th- [H-ght. Th> wHrds H-f d>>m cr)->-d by th>- »-ng>-I
sha-tt)-r-d »-n D-n H-nst)-nt h>)-s prr-sumptu-us p>->-c>-. Th> wH-nd H-f
th>)- I9-st d»-y bl?-w thr)-ugh h2-s m»-nd; h»-s s?-ns, th>- j>w>-1">-y>-d
ha-rl-ts - ha)-s H»m>-g>-n)-t>>n, flH-d b»->Fr)- th>- hurrd-cH-n>)-,



squ->-k-ng 1=k m>-c n th->r t>rrr H-nd huddl>-d und>-r »-
m=-n=- - h>->-r.

F»s h crdssH-d th- squd-r¥-, wHlk>+ng h>+mP>+w>-rd, th>- [9)-ght
[D-ught>-r »>-f 2 g>-rl r->-ch>-d h>-s burnng »>-r. Th> fr>->+1 gy
s9-und sm-t)- h-s h>->-rt m>-r)- stro-ngly th-n D trump»-t-bl»-st, »-nd,
n>-t d>-rH-ng t)- I-ft h-s H-y>-s, h>- turn>-d H-s>-d>- »-nd g»-z>-d, »-s h>-
w-lk>-d, H-nt)- th)- sh)-d>»w H-f th)- t9ngl>-d shrubs. Sh»m»- r)-s)-
fr-m h2-s smd-tt}n h->-rt Hnd fI>->d>-d h>-s wh-I"- b)>ng. Th)-
Fm)-g>- Hf Fmm=)- H-pp->-r)-d b>Ir) h>-m, D-nd und>-r h-r H-y>-s
th=- flo->-d -f sh>m»- rush>-d f>-rth »-n>w fr-m h>-s h>--rt. H-f sh»)-
kn>-w t- wh>-t h=>s m=-nd h»-d subj?-ct>-d h>-r H-r h=-w h>-s brut>-1")-k»-
lust h)-d t)-rn H-nd tr-mpl>-d up>-n h-r H-nn=>-cH>+nc>-! W»-s th)-t b)-y»-sh
[-v-2 W»-s th-t ch-vI-Iry? W>-s tho-t p-)-try? Th)- sH-rd)-d d>-t>--Is
H-f hd-s H-rg--s st-nk und>-r h-s v-ry n)-stro-Is. Th- s»+-tcH->-t»-d
p>-cka-t H-f po-ctur)-s wh>-ch h>- h>-d h>-dd>-n »-n th- flu> »-f th)-
f-r-pla-c- -nd »-n th>)- pr-sH-ncH- H-f wh-s- sh-m=-12-ss »-r b>-shful
wW-nt-nn>-ss h)- 19y f-r ha-urs sH-nn>-ng »-n th-ught »-nd d>->-d; h)-s
m-nstr-us dr->ms, p>>-pl-d by HpII>-k> cr->-tur>s Hnd by
h=-rl"-ts w-th gl->-m=-ng j>-w>-1 H-y>>-s; th>- f-ul I-ng 1D-tt)-rs h>- h>-d
wro-tt-n »-n th)- -y H-f gu-lty c-nfr-ss--n H-nd cH-rr)->-d sH-cri-tly
P»r d>-ys -nd d>-ys H-nly t- thr-w th->m und>-r cH>-v>-r H>+f n)-ght
F>-m=-ng th- gra-ss H-n th- cH-rnH-r H+f > ->)-Id »-r b>-nI»>-th s»m-)-
h-ng>-12-ss d>--r H-n sH+m=> nH-ch)- H-n th>- h)-dg>-s wh-r)- »- g-rl
m»-ght c2-m>- up>-n th-»m H-s sh> w-1k>-d by »-nd ro--d th>-m s>-cr-tly.
M»-d! M=-d! W>-s -t p-ss2-bl- h>- h-d d>-n>- th>-s- th->-ngs? - c-Id
sw--t bra-k>- H-ut up>-n h>-s f-r-h>--d »-s th)- fH-ul m>»m»D-r-»>-s
c-nd>-ns"-d wH-th>-n h-s bra->-n.

Wh»-n th- -g>-ny H-f sh-m>- h>-d p>-ss-d fr>-m h>-m h>- tr)->-d t)-
r-2-s9 hd)-s sPul fr-m H-ts H-bj?-ct pFw-rl)-ssn)-ss. G»-d Hnd th»)-
BI-ss-d VA-rg2-n wH-r¥- t-2>- £-r fr-m h»-m: GH-d wH-s t->- gr-»-t
»-nd st>rn H-nd th’- BI¥-ss?-d VI-rgo-n t9-> purd- »-nd h>-ly. But h)-
>ma-g>+-n>)-d th-t h- st>-d nd>-r >=mm=>- H-n > wr-d> I»-nd »-nd,
humbly »-nd H-n t--rs, b-nt H-nd k>-ss-d th>- »-1b>»w T h-r slF>-v)-.

“»-n th>- w>-d>- [?-nd und>-r - tnd>-r lucr-d »-v»n>-ng sky, »- cl»-ud
dr-ft-ng w-stw-rd >-m-d - p>-12- gr-"-n sH-> H>-f h)->vI-n, th-y
st¥>-d t)g>-th?-r, ch-ldr-n th)-t h-d Hrr)-d. Th>»>r Hrr)-r h)-d
H-fE-nd>-d d>-)-ply G)-d’s m-j>-sty th-ugh H-t w-s th- H-rr)-r H-f tw)-
ch>-ldro-n; but -t h>-d n)-t H-ff>-nd>-d h>r wh)-s> b>-uty “»s n)-t



[k »-rthly b>->-uty, d>ng>-r-us t 19>k up>-n, but [H-k)> th)-
m»-rn>-ng st>-r wh>-ch H-s »-ts >mbl>-m, br)-ght »-nd mus>-c>-1.” Th>-
Fy>s wHrd- -t >ffnd>-d wha-ch sh>- turn?-d up?n hH>»m nH-r
r-pra--chful. Sh»- pl»-c-d th»->-r h?-nds t)-g»-th>-r, h-nd »-n h>-nd,
»-nd s9--d, sp->-k>-ng t9- th>->-r h)-H-rts:

—T>-k?» hnds, St»ph>+n Hnd H>mm). Ht Hs > bIIut-ful
v -n-ng n>w H-n h-vIn. Y)-u h-vI- H-rr)-d but yH-u H-r)- H>lw-ys
my ch-ldr-n. H-t H-s H>n- h»-D-rt th)-t [D-vI>s Hn)-th)-r h»-H-rt. TH-k)-
ha-nds t-g>-th>-r, my d>-r ch?)-ldr-n, »-nd y>-u w>-Il b~ h>)-ppy
t)-g>-th>-r H-nd y>-ur h->-rts w1l [9-v>)- »--ch H-th»)-r.

Th>- ch-p>-1 w»-s fI-"-d>-d by th>- dull scH-rl>-t I9)-ght th>-t f-1t)-r>-d
thro-ugh th>- [9-w>-r>-d bl»-nds; »-nd thr>-ugh th>>- f-ssur>- b»-tw>->-n th>-
[9-st bl-nd »-nd th- s}-sh - sha-ft >-f wHn I9-ght Hnt>-r)-d k> )
sp>--r »-nd t)-uch>-d th>- >mb>-ss>-d br-sss »-f th c>ndlD-st)-cks
up>-n th= Hltr tha-t g >+mHd k) th) bItthH--wHrm mI-H-I
-rm>-ur - H+ng-Is.

R>>»n was f-110-ng »-n th)- ch>p>+I, H>n th>- gHrd>n, H»n th)
cH-li-gd-. -t wH-uld r>n r vHr, nFHs>IFssly. Th)» wHtI-r
w>-uld r=-s2- »-nch by »-nch, c-v>-r--ng th>>- gr--ss »-nd shrubs, c?-v>-r--ng
th>- tr->s »-nd h>-us?>s, cH+v>rr+ng th m>num>>+nts >-nd th>-
ma>-unt>>n t>ps. 2l - wHuld b) ch)-kI-d H-ff, n)--s)-I9)-ssly:
b-rds, m=>-n, H-1"-pho-nts, p>-gs, ch)-ldr-n: n)»»-s)I>-ssly flH->-t>+ng
crps>-s »m-d th- P-ttd-r H-f th wrd-ck g - th>- wH-rld. FH-rty
d)ys »nd f>rty n)-ghts th>- r>-n wH-uld -1 -1l th)> wHtIrs
cva-r-d th- fH-c)- H-f th)- - )-rth.

»-t m>-ght b»-. Why n)-t?

—HHI hs Anlprgd s s»-ul »nd HpPnd Ps mAuth wth-ut
2y IAmAHs—wH-rds t-kHn, my d¥>H-r [D-ttlD- brd-th>-rs Hn Chr)-st
J¥-sus, fr-m th- bk Hf Hs»>s, fH-fth ch)-ptd-r, f-urt>>-nth
v-rs-. H-n th- n)»-m>- H-f th)- FH-th>-r H-nd H-f th)»- S»-n Hnd H-f th)-
H>-ly Gh»-st. >-m»)-n.

Th>= pro->-ch>-r t--k - ch>->-nl>-ss w-tch fr-m »- p>-ck>-t wH-th=-n
h2-s s9-ut>-n>- H-nd, h>-v>-ng cH-nsHd>-r)-d H-ts d>->-1 f>-r > m>»m>-nt
»-n s-1)-nc)-, plH-cH-d H-t sH-1¥-ntly b>-3-r)- h-m H-n th>- t9-bl>)-.

H>- b-g>-n - sp--K -n - qu-»-t tH-n>)-.

—~d>m nd H-v>-, my d>)-r bd-ys, wHrd-, s y>-u knw, F-ur fH-rst
p-r-nts, H-nd y>-u w1l r-m=>-mb>-r th>-t th>-y w>-r>- cr)->-t>-d by G>-d



-0 -rd-r tho-t th- st H-n h-vI-n DTt v-c-nt by th- 11 H-f
Luc>»f>r -nd h>-s rm-b>-11"-2-us »-ng>-Is m-ght b~ -11=-d »-g>->n.
LucH-f-r, w- -r)- t2-1d, wd-s - s9n »-f th)- m>-rm>-ng, > rH-d>»>-nt
“-nd m-ghty »-ng>-1; y»>-t h)- -11: h= £>-11 H-nd th>-r- =11 w-th h->-m »-
th-rd p»-rt - th- h)-st H-f h»--v>n: h>- -1l )-nd w»-s hurl>-d w-th h»)-s
r-b)-112-"-us F>ng>-Is H-nt> h>-1l. Wh>-t h>-s s-n w>)-s w- cH-nn--t s)-y.
Th2-12-g>->-ns c>nsH-d>-r th)-t H-t w-s th- s9-n H-f pro)-d»-, th- s-nful
th"~ught c-ncH>->-v>-d H-n H-n Hnst>nt: n»n sHrvr-2-m: - wHl nHt
S2-rv2- Tha-t -nst-nt w=-s h=-s rum-n.

H>- »-ff>-nd>-d th»- m»-j>-sty »-f G»-d by th>- s»-nful th-ught »-f H>-n>-
H-nst-nt H-nd GI-d c-st h»-m H-ut - h v I-n H-nt> hH>=1l F-r »vI-r.

—~d>m nd v wH-r> th)-n cra->-t>-d by G>-d »-nd pl?-c)-d Hn
»-d>-n, H>n th)> pl>>»+n Hf DI>Fmscus, thH>-t [HvH-ly gIrdH>n
r)-spl-nd>-nt w-th sunl”-ght »-nd c-1"-ur, t>>m=>-ng w>-th luxur)->-nt
v-g-t-t--n. Th- frud-tful H->-rth g>-v>- th-m h>-r b)-unty: b>->-sts
H-nd bH-rds w-r)- th-2-r wH-11-ng s»-rvI-nts: th-y kn-w n>-t th>- J-llis
H-ur fI-sh »-s ha-2-r t)-, d>-s>->5> -nd p>-v-rty »-nd d>->-th: -l th--t
- gr--t H-nd g)-n>-r-us G>-d c)-uld d>- fr th--m w>-s d>-n>-. But
th-r»- wH»s H»n> c»nd>t>+>»n H>mpHs>+d Hn th-m by G»-d:
Fb>-d>-H-ncH- t3 HI-s wH-rd. Th-y wH-r- nh-t t9- -t H-f th)- fru)-t H-f
th- f-rb>-dd>-n tr--.

—>1-s, my d>-2-r -t b-ys, tho-y t-- -1l Th>- d-vH>-1, H-nc)- -
sh>-n>-ng H-ng>-1, > s2-n H-f th» m>-rn>-ng, n>+-w - f-ul fH->-nd c>m»-
N th- sho-p>- H-f - s+rp>-nt, th)- subtl)-st H-f -1l th- b)--sts H-f th)-
f-9-1d. H)>= H-nv>->-d th-m. H>-, th>- -11)-n gr->-t H-n>-, cH-uld n)-t
b-2-r t)- th-nk th)-t m=>-n, = b>-ng »-f clHy, sh>-uld p>-ss-ss th)-
“»-nh>-r)-t-nc)- wh>-ch h>)- by h-s s9-n h>-d f-rf>t-d -r H-vI-r. H)-
crm> ) th- wHr»m-n, th)- wrI»kH>r vd-ss>+l, >+nd pH-urd-d th)-
p>=-s2-n H-f h-s H-1D-qur-ncH- H-nt> h-r H->-r, prr-m>-sH»+ng h»-r—>-,
th- bl?-sph>-my H-f th-t pr-m=-s-1—th>-t H-f sh>)- »-nd H-d>m H»-t> H>f
th"~ f)-rb)-dd>-n frum-t th’-y w>-uld bd-c>m>- s g»-ds, n>-y s GH-d
H»msH-If. D-v)- y>--1d>-d t- th w15 H-f tho- »-rch t>mpt)-r. Sh)-
-t th> H-ppl» H»nd gH-v> >+t i) ) H-d>+m wh> h)-d n)-t th)-
m-ra-1 c-urd-g>- t> r)-s)-st h-r. Th- p>sHn t+ngu) H+f SHtH)n
h-d d-n>- H-ts wd-rk. Th-y -l

—>nd th>n th v->-c)» >+ GH>+d w-s h>->-rd H-n thr)-t g=>-rd>-n,
c-119-ng HY-s cr-"-tur?- m-n t9- H-ccd-unt: »-nd M>-ch>->-1, prH-nc)- H-f
th>- h>=)>v)nly h>-st, wrth > swHrd H>-f fI-m> >n h)s h)-nd,



»-pp>--r)-d b)) th>- gu-lty p>->-r H-nd dr)-v=>- th-m )-rth fr>-m
»-d>-n Hnt>- th)- wH-rld, th> wH-rld H-f s-ckn>-ss »-nd str-v>-ng, Hf
crum-lty »-nd d>-s2-pp>->ntm>-nt, H-f 19-b>-ur »-nd h>-rdsh>-p, t >
th=-2-r br>-"-d »-n th)- swH>>-t H-f th>->r bra-w. But »-v>-n th>-n h>-w
m-rc-ful w-s G-d! H)- t)--k pH-ty H-n D-ur p>->-r d)-gr-d>-d p7-r-nts
2-nd pra-m=-s>-d th-t »-n th>>- fulln)-ss H-f t>-m=>- H>- w>-uld s*-nd d>-wn
fr>-m ha-2-vn H-n>- wh- wH-uld r-d>->m th>-m, m>-k>- th-»m »-nc>-
m=-r>- ch>-ldr-n »-f G>-d »-nd h>->-rs t- th- k>-ngd>m »-f h=->-v>n:
2-nd th-t »-n>-, th-t R)-d>»->m»-r H-f £-112-n m>-n, w-s t)- b GH-d’s
F-nly b-gH-ttn SHn, th>- S-c>+nd PHrsH-n »-f thh- M»-st Bld-ss?-d
Tr-no-ty, th- -trm>-1 W>-rd.

—H»- c>m>-. H>= w-s b= - - v-rg>-n pur)-, M>-ry tho- v>>-rg=>-n
m>-th>-r. H> w>2-s b>-rn =-n - p>->-r c>-wh>-us>- H-n Jud>->- H-nd [H-v>-d
2-s = humbl~ c)-rpH-ntH-r f-r th-rty y>->-rs unt)-I th- h>-ur >+f H>-s
m-ss>>-n h>-d cH+m>-. H-nd th-n, f-112-d wH-th ID-v) r m>-n, H)-
w-nt -rth »-nd cH-112-d - m>-n t>- h)=-r th- nH-w g-sp>H-1.

—D»-d th-y [D-st-n? Y>3, tho-y ID-st-n>-d but w-uld n-t h>--r. H»)-
WS s9-)-z)-d H-nd b)-und -k > cFmmH>-n cr>mI>-n-1, mH-ckI-d H-t
»s > Pl st s-d)- > gv> pl-c> - > publd-c r-bba-r,
sc-urgm-d w>-th v tho-us>-nd I9-sh=-s, cr-wn>-d w>-th »- cr-wn H-f
th=-rns, hustl)-d thr)-ugh th>- str)->-ts by th>- j>w=-sh r)-bbl)- »-nd th»)-
R>»-m»>-n s>-1d>--ry, stry-pp>-d H-f h-s g2-rm=-nts »-nd h>-ng=-d up>-n »-
g?-bb>-t H-nd HD-s sH-d>- w-s p->-rc)-d wa-th H- I-nc)- »H-nd fr-m th»)-
w>-und=-d b-dy H-f H-ur L-rd w-t>-r -nd bl»->-d »-ssu»-d c-nt>-nu>-lly.

—Y -t »-v>)-n th>-n, »-n th-t h-ur H-f supr+-m=- »-g>-ny, H-ur M>-rcH-ful
R>-d>->-m>-r h>)-d pH-ty f-r m>-nk>>-nd. Y-t »-v>)-n th-r-, »-n th>- h>-ll
»-f CH>IvI-ry, H>- F-und»-d th>- h-ly c-th>-I1"-c church »-g=»--nst wh>)-ch,
>t s prrm-sH-d, th)- g)-t>Fs H+f h-ll sh-ll n-t pr-v->-I. HY)-
f-und>-d »-t up>-n th»- r-ck H-f Hg>-s H>nd Hnd>»w>-d -t wH-th H>)-s
gr)-cX-, wa-th s-cr-m=-nts »-nd sH-cr-f>-c-, »-nd pro-m>-s>-d th)-t H-f
m>-n w>-uld b2~y th w>-rd H>-f H>-s church th-y w»-uld st>-1l H-nt)-r
nt)- -l -0 but -, H-ft-r -l th-t h>-d b>>n d>»n>- fH-r
th-m, th)-y st>Il pH>rs>std>d H>n th)»r wIck)dn)ss, thIr)-
r>m>=-n-d f)-r th>-m H-n H-t>FrnH-ty H-f t>rm>-nt: h>-Il.

Th= pr-2-ch?-r’'s v->-c> sHnk. H)>- pPus?-d, j>->n>-d h)-s p>-Ims
f-r 2-n P-nstH-nt, pH-rt>-d th»m. Th>-n h>- rH-sum>-d:

—N=>~w [D-t us try f-r = m>»-m>-nt t r>--1>s), H-s f+r H-s wH c-n,
th- na)-tur)- - tho-t H-b>-d>- - th> d>-mn>-d wh-ch th)- just)-c)- H-f



H-n H-f-nd>-d GH-d h2-s c-lID-d H-nt) HxI-stHncH f)-r th)- Ht>rnH-|
puna-shm>-nt Hf sFnndrs. HH>Il s - strr>t »nd dr>rk >-nd
f-ulsm»-11"-ng pro-s>-n, »-n H-b>-d»- H-f d>-m>>-ns »-nd [?-st s»-uls, f>-11"-d
w-th -2 2-nd sm=>-k>-. Th>)- str--tn>-ss »-f th)-s pr-s-n h>-us>- »-s
»-xpro-ssly d>-s2-gn=-d by G»-d t- pun=-sh th-s» wh>- r)-fus?-d t>- b>)-
b>-und by H>-s [2-ws. D-n »-2-rthly pr-s2-ns th>- p>->-r cH-ptI-v> h-s -t
[D--st s»m- 1)-bI-rty >+ m*FvI>+m>+nt, wHr)- H-t H>nly w-th-n th)-
f-ur w-lIs H-f h)-s -1l -r »-n th- gl»->my y>-rd H-f h)-s pra-sH+-n. N»>-t
s> -n h>ll. Thd-r)>, by rm»->s»+n Hf th)- gr->-t numbd)r Hf th)-
dmn=-d, th>= pr)-s+-n>-rs H-r)>- h->p>-d t>-g>-th>-r H-n th>->-r Hwful
pro-s-n, th- wa-lls H-f wh-ch H-r?- s9--d t9- b~ fH-ur th>-usH>nd m>-1>-s
th=-ck: »-nd th>- d>-mn=>-d D-r?- s~ utt>-rly b>-und »-nd h>-Ipl)-ss th>-t, »-s
D bl)-ss-d snt, sHnt HnsHIm, wrt-s >n h)-s bk Hn
sFm>-D>-tud-s, th-y H-r> -t >-vn bl > rF-mH>»vH> frr-m th)-
F-y>- - wH-rm th--t gn-ws H-t.

—Th=y == -n >xt»r»>r dI-rknd-ss. F-r, rH>-m>+mb>-r, thd- F-r)-
-t ha-1l g-v)-s fH-rth n)- ID-ght. »)-s, -t th)- c»mm>>-nd H+f GH-d, th)-
3-r)- - th- B>-byl-n>--n furn-c)- [9)-st H-ts h->-t but n>-t H-ts I)-ght
s>, -t th) crmm>-nd H-f GH-d, th)- £3-r)- H-f h)-1l, wh-1)- r)-t>->-n>-ng
th=- -nt>-nsH-ty H-f H-ts h---t, burns Ft>-rnI)-lly H-n d>-rkn=-ss. -t H-s -
n-v>-r)-nd>-ng st-rm H-f d>-rkn=-ss, d>-rk fl-m=-s H>-nd d>-rk sm>-k»>- »-f
burn"-ng br-mst>+-n>-, >m=>-d wh>-ch th>- b>-d>--s >-r)- h->-p>-d »>-n>-
up-n Hn>-th-r wr-th)-ut Hv-n > glrmpsH> Hf F>r. H»f Il th)-
pl-gu’-s w-th wh-ch th)- I)-nd H-f th»- Ph-r)->-hs wH-r) sm-tt}-n
Fn) pl-gud H1»nd-, th-t H-f dH>rknd-ss, wds cHlID-d hd-rr)-bl)-.
Wh»-t n-m»-, tho-n, sh-1l w- g-v>- t>- tho- d>-rkn=-ss H-f h>-1l wh>-ch
=S t9- [D-st -t F-r thr-)- d2-ys H-1-n>- but -r -1l H-t>rn)-ty?

—Th>= h-rr)-r - th-s str->-t H-nd d>-rk pr-s>-n »-s H-ncr)->-s>-d by
H-ts H-wful st-nch. -1l th- f-Ith H-f th-- w-rld, -1l th»- H-ff>-1 »-nd scum
H-f th= wa-rld, w= H-r)- t-Id, sh>-1l run th-r)- P-s t9- - vI-st rH->-k>-ng
s>w-r wh-n th- t)-rr)-bl)- c»-nfl-gr-t>->-n H-f th>- [DH-st d>y h>-s
purg"-d th>- w>-rld. Th~ bra-mst)-n=-, t---, wh>-ch burns th=»-r>- »-n such
pra-d>-g>--us qu-nt>-ty fH-11s -1l h--11 w-th H-ts »-nt>-1"-r>-bl)- st>nch;
»-nd th)- b-d>>s - th)- d>»mn)-d th>msI-IvH>s H+xh>-I1>- such -
p-st-1-nt--1 H-d-ur th-t, »-s s»-nt Brn»-v-ntur)- s-ys, »-n> Hf
th-m H-1-n>- w-uld suff>-c- t9- »-nf>-ct th- whd-1"- wH-rld. Th)- v)-ry
»r f th-s wa-rld, th-t pur)> >HI>-m>-nt, b)-c>m>-s f-ul »-nd
unbro->-th=>-bl>- wh>-n »-t h=~s b>-n I")-ng »-nclH-s>-d. CHFnsH>+d>-r th>-n



wh>-t must b~ th- f-uln-ss H-f th >r H-f ha-1l. >m>-g>-n> sH+-m»-
f)-ul »-nd putro-d c)-rps>- th-t h-s I)-2-n rH-tt>-ng H-nd d>-c>-mp=-s>-ng
»n thy>- gryvr-, > jprHlylr-k>» mass Hf [D-qu-d cI-rruptH->-n.
Fm)-g>-n)- such > cHrpsy > pryy t> flr-md-s, d)»vH-urd-d by th)-
> »-f burn’-ng br>mst>-n>- -nd g>-v>>ng H-ff d>-ns> chr-kIng
fum-s Hf n)-usHIus IDI+ths>Fm> dH>-cHFmp>-s>+t>>n. Hnd th>-n
F»-m-g>-n- th-s sH-ck>+n>-ng stH+nch, mult>+pl>->-d H> m>-l1>->-nf>-Id
H-nd - mH)-l1D->+nfH-I1d F>-g>>-n frH-m th> m2>-11>->-ns upn mI;-11"->ns
T P-t-d c-re-ss-s m-ssH-d t-g-th>-r »-n th>- r--k>-ng d>-rkn»-ss,
- hug?- »-nd r-tt>-ng hum=>-n fungus. »>m=-g>-n> -l th>-s, H>nd y»-u
w11 h=v>)- s3m- H-d)-- - th)- hd-rrd-r H-f th)- st)-nch H-f h)-1l.

—But th~s st-nch »-s n)-t, h)-rr)-bl)- th-ugh -t s, th gr)--t)-st
phys?-c>-1 t-rm>-nt t9- wh>-ch th?- d>-mn>-d »-r) subj)-ct>d. Th)-
t-rm-nt H-f -9 s th- gr)--t)-st t-rm=>-nt t»- wh>-ch th>- tyr)-nt h)-s
V-1 subj-ct-d h-s f-11-w cr->-tur-s. PI-c- y»-ur f>-ng>-r f)-r »-
m>-m>-nt H-n th>- f-m=- - H- c>ndl>- H-nd y-u wHIl -1 th>- p>->-n
> P> But D-ur -rthly f»-r- w-s cr->-t>-d by GH>-d fHr th)-
b-n-f-t H-f mI-n, £ m>»nt>->-n H-n h)»-m th>- spH-rk H-f )-f> »-nd
t9- h-Ip h=m D-n th~ us-ful H-rts whd-rH->-s th- fr> H-f h-Il H-s Hf
H-nD-th)-r qu-1"-ty H-nd w-s crd--t-d by G-d t)- t-rtur)- »-nd pun>-sh
th=>- unr>-p>-nt>nt sH-nn>-r. H-ur H--rthly f-r- »-Is9 c-nsum=-s m>>-r>-
-1 ss r-pI-dly »H-cch-rd>-ng F-s th- »-bj»-ct wh-ch »-t H-ttH-cks »-s
m-r- H-r I9)-ss cFmbust)-bl)- s th>-t hum=>-n H-ng>-nu-ty h>-s »-v>n
succ>-d>-d »-n H-nv)-nt)-ng ch-m=>-cH-1 pra-pH-r>-t>->-ns t- ch-ck »-r
frustr)-t9- H-ts H-ct>->-n. But th>)- sulphur’-us bra-mst>-n-- wh=-ch burns »-n
h>-11 »-s =~ subst?-nc)- wh>-ch s spr-c>>-lly d>s>-gn>-d t)- burn fH-r
Fvo-r nd Prr vrr w-th unsp-)-k)-bl)- fury. Ma»=r->-v>-r, »H-ur
»--rthly f-r)- d)-str)-ys H-t th>- sH+-m>- t>-m- »-s Dt burns s~ th)-t th>)-
m>-r)- H»nt>nsH -t s th- sh-rt-r »-s H-ts dur)-t->-n; but th- fH-r)-
- -1l h=-s th>-s pr)-p>-rty tho-t -t pr-s>-rv>-s th>-t who-ch -t burns
»-nd th--ugh >t r-g=>-s w>-th H>-ncr-d>-bl>- HntI-nsH-ty »-t r-g>-s f-r
VT,

—-ur H-rthly £-r >g>>n, n» mH>tt>r hd»w Hre> H-r
wW=d=spr-H-d -t m>y b=, s FlwIrys Hf = IH»-mH>-t)-d HxtI-nt: but
th>- k> H>f r> H>n h)ll s bd)undl)-ss, shdr)-I)-ss »Hnd
ba-tt»mi=-ss. H-t s H-n rH-cH-rd th>-t th>- d>-v>-1 h--ms>-If, wh>-n »-sk»-d
th"- qu-st»-n by - c-rt>->-n s»+ld>»->-r, wH-s »-blH-g>-d t>- c>-nf)-ss
th>-t >-f - wh>-1»>- m)-unt>>n wHr)> thr-wn H-nt> th’- burn’-ng



H-c->n Hf h)-ll 2t wh-uld b~ burn-d up H-n Hn HnstHnt k) >
p»--cr - wrx. nd th)-s t»rrr-bl)- rr> wH-Il n)-t H-ffl)-ct th)-
b-d>->-s H-f th- d»mn>-d H-nly fr-m w-th-ut, but »->-ch ID-st sH-ul
w11 b= = ha-1l unt>- H-ts-If, th- b-undlH-ss f-r- r-gH-ng H-n H-ts
vory vot-Is. -, he-w trr-bl)- s th)- It H-f th)-s»- wra-tch»)-d
b-2-ngs! Th>>- bl->-d s9->-th>-s H-nd b>-»-Is »-n th>- v-D-ns, th>- brH->-ns
- b->-1-ng H-n th>)- skull, th-- h>->-rt H-n th>- br>-»-st gl=»-w>-ng »-nd
burst-ng, th>~ b>»~w>-Is »- r-dh>-t m=-ss H-f burn>-ng pulp, th>- t>nd>-r
»-y>-s fI-m=-ng 1D~k m>-It>-n bH-lls.

—nd y>-t wh-t H- h"-v>- s9--d H-s t9- th)- str)-ngth »-nd qu-I17-ty H-nd
b-undl»-ssna-ss H-f th-s f>-r> s s nH-th--ng wh>-n crmp»-r)-d t)-
H-ts nt>nsH-ty, Hn Fnt>nsHty whd-ch -t hd)s »s bI»>ng th)-
»-nstrum=-nt ch>>-s2-n by d>-v>>-n>- d>-s>-gn f)-r th>>- pun>-shm=>-nt »-f s»-ul
»-nd b-dy -1-k)-. -t Hs > £ wha-ch pra-cH->-ds d>-r)-ctly fro-m
th>- -r>- -t G>-d, wH-rk-ng n-t H-f H-ts »-wn »-ct>-v>-ty but »-s »n
H-nstrum=-nt H-f d>vI-n)- v-ngH->-ncH-. H-s th) wH-tHrs H-f b-pt-sm
cl--ns>- th- sH-ul w-th th"- b-dy, s~ d»- th"- F-r)-s »-f pun’>-shm»-nt
t)-rtur)- th>- sp-r-t wr-th th- flo-sh. H-vI)-ry s>+ns» H-f th- fl-sh s
t)-rtur>-d H-nd H-v-ry f-culty »-f th=>- s-ul th-r-w»-th: th-- »-y>>-s w>-th
Fmp>n-tr-bl)- utt)-r d-rkn>-ss, th- nH-s w-th nH->-s>»m=- H-d>-urs,
th=- )-2-rs w-th y>-lIs H-nd h-wls H-nd H-x)-cr)-t>->-ns, th)- tH-st)- w-th
)-ul ma-tt)-r, D-pro-us cH-rrupt>->-n, n»m»-1"-ss suff>-cI-t)-ng fH-Ith, th)-
t9-uch w2-th r)-dh>-t g?--ds »-nd sp>-k>-s, wIth crud-l t)ngurs »-f
fl-m>-. H-nd thr)-ugh th>- s»v-r)-l t>rm>-nts H-f th) sH+nsHs th)-
H-mmA-rt3-1 s3-ul s t-rturd-d HtH+rn>-lly H-n H-ts v-ry H-ssHncH H+m>-d
th- [9-2-gu-s up>-n 1D--gud-s H-f gl»-wH+ng fH-r)-s k-ndl?-d »-n th»)-
»-byss by th- +ff>nd>-d mI>j)-sty H-f th)- H>mnI»pI-t>nt GH)-d Hnd
f»nn)-d nt> >vI-rld-st+ng Hnd >FvI-r->ncr->s¥>ng fury by th)-
bro-»-th »-f th=- -ng>-r H-f th»- G>-dh>--d.

—Co-ns>-d>-r Frn-lly thd-t tho- t>rm>-nt H-f th-s FnfHFrn>-1 prr-s>H-n
s F-ncr)--s2-d by th>- c»mp>-ny H-f th- d>»mn>-d th>-ms>H-lvI-s. H-v -
crmpH-ny H+n HHrth s s n»x»>us th)-t th)- pld-nts, »s Hf by
“-nst-nct, wH-thdr)-w fr-m th- cmp-ny H-f whd-tsH)-v>-r H-s d>->-dly
H-r hurtful t9- th»-m. »-n h>=11 -1l [H-ws HrH- HvI-rturn»+d—th>-r)- s n>)-
th-ught H-f f>»m>-ly »-r cd-untry, H-f t->-s, > r-1-t>>-nsh>-ps. Th)-
d>-mn=-d h>~wl »-nd scr)--m >t H-n> H»nH>+-th>-r, th->-r t>rtur)- »-nd
=g Hntrns>f>-d by th- pr-s»ncH> H>-f b>->-ngs t>-rtur’-d »-nd
r-g--ng 1=k th>ms>+-1v>-s. I sH-nsH- H-f hum>-n>-ty »-s fH-rgo-tt--n.



Th- y-llIs H-f th>- suff>-r-ng s-nn>-rs -1l th- rH-m>>-t>-st cH-rnH-rs H-f
tho- v)-st -byss. Th» m-uths »H-f th d>rmnr>+d H-r)» full Hf
bl-sphm=>-2-s H>g>>nst GH+d H»nd H>+f h)-tr)-d fH-r th»-Hr 11w
suff-ro-rs »-nd H-f curs?-s H-g>->-nst th>-s>- sP-uls wh-ch w>-r)- th>-»-r
H-ccrmpl-c-s Hn sn. Hn HldIn tFms -t wh-s th)- cust>m t)-
pun=-sh th"- p-rr)-c)-d=>-, th» m>-n wh>- h>-d r->-s>-d h>-s murd-r)-us
h2-nd »-g>->-nst h"-s fH-th>-r, by cH-st>-ng h>-m H-nt)- th»- d>-pths H-f th>)-
$9-- -n H s-ck »-n wh>-ch wH-ro- plo-co-d »- c2-ck, » m>-nk>-y, »-nd
D= srpH-nt. Th) Hntnt>->+n H-f th>s> [D-w-gH>-v>-rs wh)- fr-m»-d
such == I9-w, wh»-ch s9-ms crum-1 »-n »-ur t>m=>-s, w>-s t- pun>-sh th>-
cr-m=-n=>-1 by th>~ c»mp=-ny H-f hurtful H-nd h-t>-ful b>-)-sts. But wh-t
s th- fury »-f tho-s2- dumb b>--sts c>mp>rd-d w>-th tho- fury H-f
»xH-crd-t>>n whad-ch bursts fr-m th>- p2-rch”>-d [9-ps »-nd »-ch>-ng
thr»--ts -f th)~ d>mn>-d H-n h>-1l whd-n th>-y b>»-h>-Id H>-n th>->-r
C-mp-n=>->-ns H-n m>-sHry th-s) wh- H--d>-d »-nd »-b>-tt>-d th--m
Hn s¥n, th-s» whhrs>+ wHrds sH»wH-d th f-rst sHI)-ds H+f HvH)-I|
th-nk>>»ng -nd vl [D-v>ng H>n th)>r mI-nds, th)-s» whis»)-
»-mm»-d=-st sugg?-st)->>-ns I9-d th-m H-n t)- sn, th>-s) wh)-s) Hy»)-s
t>-mpt>-d »-nd H-llur>-d th-m fr-m th>- p>-th H-f v>-rtu>-. Th-y turn up>-n
th>-s)- -cc>-mpl-c>-s H-nd upbro->-d th>»m -nd curs?- th--m. But th>)-y
Fr-  h-lpld-ss Hnd hFpHrss: Ht s > Pt nrw fHr
r-p-ntH>-ncH-.

—L»-st H-f 1l c)-nsH-d>-r th)- fr-ghtful t-rm>-nt t)- th-s>- d>-mn»-d
sP-uls, t>mptH-rs H-nd t>Fmpt>-d H1>kI»-, Hf th)- c>FmpHny H-f th)-
d>-v-Is. Tha-s)- d>-v-Is w1l H-fflD-ct th>- d)>mn>-d »-n tw)- w-ys, by
th>-2-r pr-s9-nc)- H-nd by th>--r r>-pr)->-ch>s. W c>+n h>-v> n)-
F-d>- >f h-w hd-rr-bl- thh-s)- d)-vH-Is H-r)-. S»>-nt CHthH-rH-n>-
-t SFn> HncH sF+w - d)vI-l H-nd sh)- ha-s wrd-tt)-n th)-t, rH-th)-r
th»-n -2k »-g>->n £>r H-n>) s»ngl) H-nst>nt H-n such »- fr)-ghtful
m>-nst-r, sh>- wH-uld pr-f-r t wH-Ik unt>-1 th H-nd H-f h)-r 1)-f)-
»-1-ng D tr-ck H-f r-d cr-lIs. Th-s)- dI»vI-Is, wh» wH-r)- H-ncH-
b--utd-ful H-ng-Is, v bI-cFm>- H-s h-d>->-us H-nd ugly »-s th>-y
H-nc> w-r> b-H-utd-ful. Th»-y m-ck »-nd j>->-r -t th= P»-st s9-uls
wh>-m th>-y dr)-gg=-d d>-wn t- rum-n. »-t H-s tho-y, th>- f>-ul dH>m-ns,
wh>= > m>-d> H>n h-l th> v>-2-cH-s H-f c-nscH>>-nc)-. Why d--d
y2-u s-n? Why d>-d y>-u [2-nd »-n 2->-r t)- th)- t>mpt>+ngs »>-f fr->-nds?
Why d>-d y»-u turn »-s>-d=>- fr-m y=»-ur p>->-us pra-ct>-c>-s »-nd g>->-d
w-rks? Why d>-d y>-u n=-t shun th>- »-cc-s>--ns »-f s»-n? Why d>-d y>-u



Nt [D-)-v>)- tha-t H-v-1 cF-mp>-n>->-n? Why d>-d y»-u n>)-t g»-v>>- up th--t
[»-wd h2-b>-t, th-t >mpur>- h>-b>-t? Why d>-d y>-u n>-t I)-st)-n t9- th>)-
c-unsH-Is H-f yd-ur c-nfH-ssHr? Why d>-d y»-u na-t, >-vI-n H>-ft-r y?-u
h-d f-112-n th- f-rst H-r th- s)-c)-nd »-r th>- th-rd H-r th>- fH-urth »-r
th>- hundro-dth t>-m»-, r-p>-nt H>-f y>-ur vl w>-ys »-nd turn t- G>-d
wha= D-nly w-)-t>-d f-r y>-ur r-p>-nt>-nc- t)- H-bs>-Iv>- y>-u H>-f y>-ur
s-ns? N>-w th- t»m>= fr rm-prnt>nc) h>-s gH-n) by. TH-m»- s,
t>m=- w-s, but t-m=>- sh-ll b= n> m>-r-! THFm> w-s t sHn »n
s-cro-cy, t> >ndulg”’- >n th-t sln-th H-nd pr)-d>-, > c)FvI-t th)-
unl-wful, t9- y2->-Id t9- th)~ pr-mpt>-ngs Hf y>-ur »-w>H-r nH-tur)-, t-
-V 19k th)- b--sts H-f th)- F--1d, n-y w-rs- th>-n th- b)>->)-sts
- th)- £)-Id, f)-r th-y, Dt ID)-st, >-r)- but brut)s H-nd h)-v)> n)-
r->-s>-n t)- gur-d>- th>-m: t>m>- w>-s, but t3m>>- sh>-1l b n)» mI-r)-.
G»-d sp-k>- t- y»-u by s m-ny v-2-c»-s, but y?>-u w-uld n)-t h)-»-r.
Y »-u w»-uld n-t crush »-ut th-t pr)-d>- -nd >ng>-r H-n y>-ur h"->-rt, y>-u
w-uld n-t r-st-r)- th-s)- H-1l-g»-tt)-n g---ds, y>-u w>-uld n2-t H-b>-y
th>- pra-c)-pts H-f y»-ur h>-ly church n)-r H-tt+-nd t- y>-ur r-I">-g>->-us
dut>--s, y>-u w>-uld n>-t 2-b>-nd>-n th>-s» w-ckI»-d cH+mp>n>--ns,
y>-u w-uld n)-t H-v-)-d th-s) dH>-ng>-ro-us t»mpt)-t>>-ns. Such s
th- I)-ngu)-g>- F-f th-s)- ->-nd>-sh t-rm=>-nt)-rs, w-rds »-f t»-unt>-ng
H-nd H-f r-pr->-ch, »-f h-tr)-d »-nd H-f d>-sgust. H-f d>-sgust, y?-s! FH-r
-v)-n th-y, th- vo-ry d>-v>-Is, wh-n th--y s-nn>-d, s9-nn>-d by such »-
SN =S > 1-n) w-s c>mp-t>-bl- w-th such H-ng>-12-cH-1 n)-tur)-s, »-
r-o-11"->n Hf th)- H-nt>lID-ct: H>nd th)-y, H>vIn thry, th)> H-ul
d>-v-Is must turn >wy, rrvH-lt)-d »-nd d>-sgust>d, frr-m th)-
c-nt>mpl-t->-n H-f th-s- unsp>->-k>-bl>- s-ns by wh>-ch d>-gr--d>-d
m-n H-utr>-grs Hnd dI>FPs thd)- trmph>»- H-f th)- HIly Gh)-st,
d>--1-s »-nd p>-llut-s h-ms>H-If.

—, my d>-2-r D-ttl)- brd-th)-rs H-n Chr)-st, m>-y -t n»+v>-r b »-ur
[D-t t= h=-r tho-t I-ngu-g>-! My -t n=va-r b= H-ur -, H- s-y! H-n
th>= [D-st d>-y -f t)-rr>-blD- r-ck>n>-ng »- prr-y fH-rv-ntly t- G-d tho-t
-t 2 s>ngl>- s-ul H-f th-s) wh> »-r)- H-n th>-s ch-p>-1 t-d>-y m»>-y
b f-und >m>-ng ths>+ mI>sH>+r)-bl>- b)->ngs whr>m th)- Gr)-»-t
Judg- sh-1l c-mm-nd t- d>-p>-rt f-r H-v>-r fr>-m H»-s s»-ght, th>-t n)-t
»n) f us my vr h--r rng-ng n h-s )-rs th)- HFwiul
s»nt»ncH> -t r>jr-ct>>n: DApArt fr-m m- y- cursHd, Hnt)-
PV Arl Hstpng f2-r - whch wirs prapArd f2r tho- dvH Hnd hps
ral'katl



H>~ c-m»- d)-wn th>- H-)-sI- »-f th>- ch"-p>-1, h-s [-gs sh»-k>-ng »-nd
th=- sc-Ip H-f s h>->-d tr-mbl>-ng »-s th>-ugh »-t h»-d b>->-n t-uch>-d
by gha-stly f»-ng>-rs. H> p?-ss?-d up th?~ st¥»>-rc-s> »-nd »-nt>- th)-
crexd-r -Png th- wHrlls > wha-ch th>- HvI-rcHr>ts »nd
w-t-rpr-"-fs hung 1-k»- g-bb>-t>d mI-I>-fH>ctd-rs, h->-dl?-ss »-nd
dr-pp-ng H-nd sh-p>-12-ss. H-nd -t H-v-ry stp h>- F>-r)-d th)-t h)-
h-d -1r)--dy d-»-d, th"-t h)-s s2-ul h"-d b>)-?-n wr)-nch>-d f>-rth »-f th)-
sh->-th »-f h?-s b>-dy, th-t h?>- w>-s plung?-ng h>->-dI»-ng thr)-ugh
sp-co)-.

H>- c-uld n2-t gra-p th- fI-2-r w-th h)-s -t H-nd sH-t h»-H»-vH-ly H-t
h-s d2-sk, >-p>n>-ng »-n> Hf h-s b»»+ks H-t r»-nd>+m Hnd p-rH-ng
FVo-r -t vry w-rd -1 h-m. -t we-s trud)-. G-d w-s H-Im»)-ghty.
G»-d c-uld -1l h2-m n2-w, c -1l h"-m -s h)- s9-t H-t h-s d)-sk, b)-FIr)-
h>- h>-d t>-m»- t9- b c)-nscH-»-us H-f th»- summ=>-ns. G»-d h>-d cH-lI»-d
h-m. Y»-s? Wha-t? Y-s? H>-s fl-sh shr)-nk t-g2-th>-r s H-t -1t th)-
H-ppr>--ch H-f th= r-vI>-nI-us tHngud-s H-f fl-m-s, dr-2-d up s -t
-1t -b>-ut H-t th swH-rl H-f st>-fl-ng »->r. HH> h>-d dH>->-d. Y>-s. H)-
w-s judg-d. = wrv)- Hf -r)> swH-pt thr)-ugh h>-s b-dy: th)- f-rst.
g0 WV H=s br--n b-g>-n t)- gl-w. H-n-th>-r. H)-s bro->-n
WS s-mm-r--ng »-nd bubbl=-ng w>-th--n th>- cro-ck--ng t>-n>m>-nt H-f
th- skull. FI»-m»-s burst fH-rth fr»m h2-s skull ID-k>- D= cFr-ll)-,
shr-"-k>-ng 19-k>- v--c)-s:

—H>-11T HH-11 HH-1 HH-11 HH-!

V»-9-c9-s sp-k>- n»=-r h-m:

—-n h-ll.

—- supp-s h- rubb>-d -t H>nt)- y>-u wH-Il.

—Y-u bt h"~ d»-d. H?- put us -1l >-nt>- - blu?- funk.

—Th-t’s wha-t y2-u f-119-ws w-nt: H-nd plH-nty H-f H-t t9- m>-k>- y?-u
w-rk.

H>- 1"-2-n"-d b>-ck w>->-kly 2-n h>-s d>-sk. H»- h»-d n)-t d»>->-d. G»-d
h-d sp2-r)-d hm st-Il. H) w-s st>-1l H-n th)- FFmI>-1->+r wH-rld H-f
th- sch=-1. Mr Tt~ 2-nd VV»-ncH-nt H>-rH-n st>-d H-t th) wHnd>-w,
t-1k-ng, j-stI-ng, g-z2-ng H-ut -t th)- bl--k r)--n, m>»v>-ng th)>-H-r
h=-»-ds.

— w2-sh -t wH-uld cl?-2-r up. >~ h>-d H-rr>-ng>-d t9- g f-r - sp>-n
H-n th)- bk wHth sH+md) flID-ws »H-ut by M>-1)-h>-d>-. But th)-
r->-ds must b= kn=->-d>->-p.



—-t m)-ght cl?-2-r up, s-r.

Th= v »2-co-s thd-t h>- knrw s> wHIl, th)- cFmm=>-n w>-rds, th)-
qu -t H-f th)- clHssr>->m whH-n th- vHI-c)s prusH>+d H-nd th)-
sF1-nc> wH-s FH-119-d by th- s9-und H-f s9-ftly br-ws-ng cH-ttl)- »-s th)-
»-th)-r b>-ys munch=-d th>->-r lunch>-s tr-nqu>-Ily, lull?-d h>-s »-ch»-ng
s>-ul.

Th-r- w-s st-1l t»-m»-. »= M-ry, r-fug> H-f sH-nn>-rs, H-nt¥-rcH)-d>-
-r h-m! - V>-rg-n Und>-)-12-d, s9-v>- h-m fr-m th>- gulf H-f d>->-th!

Th- »-ngl)-sh I7-ss-n b>-g>-n w-th th>- h>->r-ng H-f th>- h-st-ry.
R»-y -1 pH-rs-ns, F-vI-urd-t)-s, H-ntr-gud-rs, b)-sh-ps, pF-ssH-d 1)-k)-
mut>- ph>-nt>ms b>-h>-nd th>->-r v H>-f n-m=>-s. H-1l h>-d d>->-d: i
h-d b>--n judg»-d. Wh>-t d>-d H-t pr-f>-t >~ m=>-n t)- g>->-n th>- wh)-1)-
w-rld H-f h= I9)-st h)-s s9-ul? H-t I)-st h>- h)-d und-rst>->-d: »-nd hum>-n
[~ -y HrHund h>»m, > pl->n H-f pHIc>+ whI-r>>-n HntlH-k)-
m>-n D-b>-ur)-d H-n bro-th>-rh->-d, th->-r d>>-d si»->-p>-ng und>-r
qu--t m>-unds. Th>= H-1b>-w »-f h>-s c>mp=>-n>->>-n t>-uch>-d h>»-m »-nd
h-s h=2-rt wd-s t-uch’-d: »-nd wh>n h) sprk> t> H>nswHr -
qu-st>-n H-f h-s m>-st>-r h>- h>->-rd h>-s H-wn v->-c)>- full H>-f th>-
qu--tud- Hf hum»-12-ty H-nd cH>-ntr-t>->-n.

H>-s s-ul s9-nk b)-ck d>-2-p>-r H>nt> d)-pths H-f cH-ntr-t)- pH->-c)-,
N 12-ng>-r »D-bl>- t- suff>-r th>>- p>>-n -1 dr)->-d, -nd s>-nd>-ng f-rth,
s h- s¥-nk, D= -nt prd-y>-r. H-h y>-s, h- wH-uld st3-1l b spH-r)-d; h)-
w-uld r-p>-nt >n h>-s h>->-rt H>-nd b -rg>-v>n; H>nd th)-n th)-s>-
Fb>v)-, thd-s) Hn h v In, wi-uld s> whI-t - wh-uld d)- t)-
m-k>- up f-r th- pI-st: > wh-1D- D), HvH-ry hd-ur H-f D). Hnly
Wt

— 11, GH=d! -1, -l

D mssngH-r crm) - th)- dI)r ) sy tha-t c-nfrssH-)-ns
W= b--ng h>->-rd »-n th- ch>-p>-1. F-ur b>-ys I2-ft th>- r->-m; »-nd
h- h"=2-rd H-th>-rs p»-ss?-ng d>-wn th- c¥-rra-d»>-r. »- tr-mul>-us ch>-l
bl-w r-und h2-s h2=2-rt, n9~ str)-ng>-r th-n H- [H-ttl>- wH-nd, H-nd y -,
[-st»-n"-ng H-nd suff>-rH-ng s»-17-ntly, h»- s->m>-d t9- h>-v>- I-2-d »-n
1 g >nst th» muscl) H-f hd-s Hwn hd--rt, F12-ng -t cl)-s)-
H-nd qu--1, I)-st)n"-ng t)- th- fluttd-r H-f H-ts v)-ntr-cl)-s.

N> )-sc¥-p>-. H> ho-d t c)-nfd-ss, t spH->-k D-ut H-n wd-rds wh)-t
h- h>-d d>-n>- »-nd th>)-ught, s7-n H-ft>-r sHn. HH>Fw? HH>-w?

—Fthr, ..



Th=- tha-ught sI»-d I2-k»- - c2-Id sh>»n>-ng r>-p>->-r H-nt)- h>-s t>nd>-r
flo-sh: c-nf-ss--n. But no-t th>-r>- »-n th>- ch>-p>-1 »-f th>- cH-11"-g»-.
H>~ w>-uld c-nf-ss H-l, >-vI-ry s7-n »-f d>-2-d H-nd th»-ught, sHncHr-ly;
but n>-t th-r)- »m=>-ng h>-s sch->-1 cFmp>n)H+ns. FH-r HwHy fr-m
th-r- 2-n s»-m»- d-rk pl9-c>- h»- w2-uld murmur »-ut h>-s »-wn sh»m»-;
»-nd h)- b)-s>-ught G~d humbly n?-t t3- b~ »-ff>-nd>-d w-th h»-m »-f h»)-
d>-d nH>-t d)-r)- ) cnfd-ss n th- c>1ID-g> ch>-p>-1 H>+nd Hn utt-r
»-bj-ctr>n Hf sprr>-t h- crr-vi-d -rg)-vI-n)-ss mut-ly »-f tho)-
b-y>-sh ha--rts H>-b>-ut h>-m.

T>-m»- p-ssH-d.

H>- s9-t ~-g»--n H-n th)- fr)-nt b>-nch H-f th>- ch-p>-1. Th- d>-yl>-ght
w-th-ut w-s H-Ir-"-dy ->-12-ng »-nd, »-s -t £l sl>-wly thr)-ugh th>-
dull r-d bI?-nds, Dt s9->m»-d th>-t th- sun H-f th>)- [9-st d>-y w>-s g--ng
d>>-wn »-nd th>-t -1l s9-uls w>-r>- b>--ng g=-th=-r>-d f-r th>- judg>-m=-nt.

— = -m ¢ st Pw Ay fr-m th - s2ght 2 Thn - -y s wH-rds t9-k>-n,
my d=2-r P-ttl- bra-th-rs »-n Chr-st, fr3-m th>- B>k »>f Ps)-Ims,
th-rt--th ch-pt¥-r, twHntyth-rd vH-rs-. H-n th>- nFmH> H-f th)-
F-th-r »-nd H-f th~ S-n »-nd H-f th> HI~ly Gh-st. >-m>-n.

Th- pra-"-ch>-r b-g>-n t9- spH>->k H-n - qu -t fr>->-ndly tH-n»-. H)-s
- w-s k-nd »-nd h>)- j>>-n"-d g>-ntly th)- f>-ng>-rs H-f »--ch h-nd,
f-rm=-ng - fro--1 cH-g>- by th- un>->-n H-f th>->-r t-ps.

—Th>-s m2-rn-ng w>» -nd>>-v>-urr-d, »-n »-ur rH>-flm-ct>>-n up>-n
ha-1l, t m)-k) wha-t H-ur h)-ly f>-und>r cH-lls H-n h>s b)»>+k H-f
spr-tu-l xredrsrs, th-  crmprsrtr>n Hf plr-c). W)
Fnd>->+vI-urd-d, th-t s, t3> H>m>+g>n)> wH-th th) s)»ns)s H-f th)-
m>-nd, -n DH-ur >mI>-gFnI>+t)>>-n, th» mH>-t>rH->-1 ch>r)-ct)-r H-f th)-t
H-wful pl?-c- -nd H-f th)- phys-cH-I t)-rm=-nts wh-ch H-1l wh- H»-r>- H-n
h-1l -ndur)-. Th)-s H>vI>nI>ng w>H sh>-Ill cH+nsH»+dH>r fHr H» fHw
m>»-m>-nts th= n-tur)- H-f th)- spHrH-tu-1 t-rm>-nts H-f h)-Il.

—S7-n, r>rm>FmbH-r, Fs - twHHId FnFrmI-ty. >+t s »> bHFs)
c-nsH-nt t- th)- pr-mptngs Hf H-ur cH-rrupt n)-tur)- t)- th> D-wH-r
H-nst)-ncts, t)- th-t wh>)-ch »-s gr)-ss -nd b>--stl)-k>-; H-nd -t )-s »-1s)-
2~ turn=-ng Fw>-y fr-m th>)- c-uns>+-1 -1 H-ur h=-gh=>-r n>-tur>-, fr-m -l
tho-t s pur)> -nd h>-ly, fr-m th>- H>-ly G>-d H>»ms>-If. FH-r th)-s
r-2-s9-n mI*-rt>-1 sH-n »-s pun’-sh)-d H-n h>-ll by tw- d>+-ff>>-r>+nt f>-rms
T pun>-shm=-nt, phys=-c>-1 »-nd sp>-r>-tu>-I.



N>-w H-f D=1l th)>-s- sp>-r-tu-1 p->ns by f)-r th- gr->-t>-st s th)-
p>--n - [D-ss, ) gr-H-t, >-n f-ct, th-t H-n H-tsHIf H-t -5 - t>rmI>nt
gro--t)-r th-n -1l th>- »-th>-rs. SH>-nt Th>-m»-s, th>- gra--t>-st d>-ct)-r
»-f th)- church, th- »-ng=>-1"-c d>-ct>-r, »-s h>- s c-11"-d, s?-ys th)-t th)-
w-rst d-mn-t>>-n cH+nsH-sts H-n th-s th)-t th)- und>-rst»-nd>-ng H-f
m>>-n s tt+1ly d>-pro-v>-d H-f d-v>-n>- 19-ght »-nd h)-s H-f)-ct>-n
F-bst>n)-t>-ly turnd-d HFwHy fr-m th)- g>>-dn)ss Hf GId. G,
rPFm-mb=-r, =S H b)--ng HnfFnH-t)-ly g=»->-d, »-nd tho-r>-fH>-r)- th)-
[7-ss - such »- b>--ng must b~ - [D-ss Fnf>-n>-t>-ly p>-+-nful. »-n th>-s
- w2 h-v)- n-t - va-ry cl--r H-d>-> T wh>-t such »- [9-ss must
b, but th"- d>-mn=-d H-n h-1l, f>-r th-2-r gr->-t>-r trm=>-nt, h>-v>- »-
full und=-rst>-nd>-ng »-f th>-t wh>-ch th>-y h>)-v)- I9)-st, H-nd und>-rst>-nd
th-t th-y h2-v>- I)-st -t thr)-ugh th>->-r H-wn s)-ns »-nd h>-v>- [9)-st )t
1 vad-r. -t th- va-ry H-nstd-nt H-f d>->-th th>- b>-nds »-f th- fl»-sh
-3 bra-k)-n H-sund=-r H-nd th>- s-ul H-t »-nc)- fI)->-s t)w»-rds GH-d »-s
twH-rds th- cIntr- Hf hdr HxH+std>ncH. R>FmH>»mbd-r, my dI»H-r
[2-tt1)- b-ys, D-ur sH-uls I7-ng t3- b w>-th GH-d. W=~ cm»- fr-m G»-d,
W= v by G-d, w- b-19-ng t- GH-d: w- D)= HD-s, >=-n>-1->)-n")-bly
H-s. GH-d ID-v)-s wH-th - d>FvI-n) ID-vH> HvH-ry hum>-n sH-ul »-nd
vry humd»-n s-ul I»-vs H-n th-t v~ HI>»w cI-uld >t b)-
Hth>-rwH-s>-? H-vI-ry br)->-th th>-t w- dr-w, H-v>-ry th)-ught »-f H-ur
br->-n, >+vHry Fnstrnt >+ P> prrc>Hds fr-m  GHd’s
F-n-xh-ust-blH- gH->-dn>-ss. H-nd H-f H+t b p>>-n f-r > mH*-th)-r t)-
b~ p-rt-d fr-m h-r ch2-Id, f-r - m>-n t)- b~ Fx>1)-d fr>-m h>>-rth
H-nd h-m»-, -r fr)--nd t)- b~ sund>-r>-d fr-m fr)->-nd, »- th»-nk wh>-t
p»--n, wha-t -ngu-sh -t must b>)- f-r th> p>->-r s»-ul t> b~ spurn>-d
fr-m th>)- pra-s-nc- »H-f th- supr+-m=>>-ly g=->-d H-nd I2-v>-ng Cro->-t>-r
Wh»- h2-s c-11")-d th)-t s9-ul H-nt)- »-x>-st-ncH- fr-m n>-th--ngn=>-ss »-nd
sust¥»>-n>-d H-t »n D> H-nd [H-vH>-d >t wH-th H>n Fmm>>->-surd-bl>)-
[D-v)-. Tho-s, tho-n, t3- b sFpr-rd-t-d £-r HvI-r fr-m H-ts gr--t)-st
g»-d, fr-m G-d, H-nd t-)- 31 th>- H-ngu>-sh H-f th-t s»-p+r)-t>->-n,
kn=-w>-ng full wH-11 tho-t -t )-s unch-ng=->-bl>-: th>-s s th>- gr)--t-st
t-rm=-nt wh-ch th)- cr)--t-d s?-ul »-s c>-p>-bl>- H-f b>->r)-ng, peen -
d-mn -, tho- p--n H-f I)-ss.

Th- s9-c-nd p>-2-n wh-ch w1l H-fflI)-ct th- s-uls H-f th>- d>+mn>-d
-n ha-11 H-s tho- p>->-n H-f cnscH->-nc-. Just s »-n d>>-d b>-d>->-s
W-rms H-r>- -ng>-nd>-r>-d by putr-f-ct>->-n, s »-n th>)- sH-uls H-f th»)-
[9-st th-r) H-r)-s9-s > pH-rpH-tu-1 rF-m-rso- fr-m th)- putr-fH-ct)->-n



Hf s9-n, th- st)-ng H-f c)-nscH>-ncH-, th)- wI-rm, H-s PH-p>- H-nn)-cH-nt
th>- Th>-rd c-1ls -t, - th>- tr-pl)- st>-ng. Th- fI-rst st>-ng H-nfl>-ct>-d
by th=)-s crum-1 w>-rm w1l b>)- th> m>»-m»>-ry H-f p>-st pl>->-sur>-s. »- wh>-t
- dr--dful m=ma-ry wa-1l th-t b>-! -n th- -k > H>-lld>-v>-ur’-ng
fl-m»- th- pra-ud k2>»-ng w1l r-m=>-mb>-r th-- pmps H-f h--s c-urt, th>)-
w-s- but wa-ck)-d m>n h>s [D-br-r»->-s »nd Hnstrum>nts H-f
r-s->-rch, th I-vIr H-f Hrt-std-c pl>->-surd-s h>s m>-rbl>-s Hnd
p-cturd-s H-nd H+th-r H-rt tr>--sur)-s, h- wh>- d)-I"-ght>-d H-n th)-
pl»2-surd-s H-f th- t-bl>- hIs gIrgH>Hus fHIsts, h)s d)-sh)s
pr-p-r)-d wa-th such d)-I7-c)-cy, h-s ch»->-cH» wHn>-s; th>- mH>sHr
WA=l r»=-m>-mb-r h2-s h->-rd H-f g)-Id, th> r>-bb>r h>-s H-ligH-tt)-n
w--Ith, th>= 2-ngry >-nd r-v>-ng>-ful H>-nd m=-rcH-1">-ss murd>-r>-rs
th=->-r d)--ds »-f blI»->-d »-nd v>->-1"-nc) »-n wh>-ch th>-y rm»-v>-11"-d,
th>- >mpur)> H-nd -dultdrI-us th> unsp>>-k>»bl»>- »nd fH-Ithy
pIm-2-sur)-s »-n wh>-ch th-y d>-12-ght)>-d. Th>y w-ll r-m>-mb>-r H-ll
th>-s -nd D>>-th?- th>ms>lv>s H>nd th>->-r s»ns. FHrr h)rw
m=-sH+rH-bl>- wHIl H th>s» pl>Isurds s»F>+m t) th) sul
c-nd>-mn=-d t3- suff>-r »-n h-1If>-r>- f-r H-g>-s H-nd H-g>-s. HH>-w th-y
w1l r-g>- -nd fum=- t>- th-nk th>-t th-y h>-v>)- ID-st th)- bl)-ss H-f
h=-v-n £¥-r th)- drd-ss H-f F)-rth, -r - f>w pF-cI-s +f mH>-t)-I, H-r
vo--n hnd-urs, fr b-d-ly crmfd-rts, f»r - t>ngl-ng -f th)-
n-rv>)-s. Th»y w11 r-p>-nt H-nd>---d: »-nd th>>-s s th- s9-c>-nd st>>-ng
»-f th w-rm H-f c-nscr->-ncd-, - -t -nd frud-tlD-ss sH-rrrw f-r
sHns  crmm-tt-d.  D»vrn) justrc nssts  tha-t tho)-
und>-rst>-nd>-ng -t th>-s» m>+sH»+r>-bl>- wrH-tch>-s b HFx)-d
c-nt>nu-lly H-n th- s»ns >f whd-ch th>y wIr)» gur-lty, »-nd
M=) VvI-r, H-S $F-nt H-ugust-n>- p>--nts H-ut, GHd wH-Il >mp>H-rt t-
th>m H>-s »-wn kn>-wi»-dg>- »-f s9-n, s> th)-t s-n w1l >ppH>-r tH-
th»=m H-n -1l H-ts h-d>D-us mI~IH-c) H-s It HppIHrs t)- th> Hy)-s
> G>d HI»msH-If. Thary w1l b>-h>-1d th>->r s>ns Hn Il th>->-r
f-uln=-ss »-nd r>-p>-nt but H-t wH-1l b~ t9->- I-t>- »-nd th)-n thH-y wH-II
b-w=-2-1 th)- g-2-d F-ccHs>2-ns wh-ch th-y n)-gld-ctH-d. Th)-s H-s
th- [D-st H-nd d>->-p>-st H»nd m>+st cru)-l st>ng Hf th) wHrrm Hf
c-nscH->-nc)-. Th)- crnscHr>ncr wHIl sy Y-u h)-d t>-m>- »-nd
»-ppa-rtuna-ty t rrprnt H-nd wH-uld nH-t. Y>-u wHr)- br-ught up
r-19-g>-"-usly by y»-ur p-r-nts. Y>>-u h-d th>- s9-cr)-m»-nts -nd gr--c>-
»-nd H-ndulg?>-ncHs Hf th- church t- H>d y>u. Y>u h)d th)
m>-n-st>r H-f G-d t3- pra->-ch t3- y>-u, t>- ¢l y»>-u b-ck wh>-n y»-u



h>-d str)-y>-d, t> f»-rg>-v>> y>-u y>-ur s-ns, n- m-tt>-r h--w m>-ny,
h-w 2-b>»-m=>-n>-bl>-, H>f »-nly y>-u h>-d c>nf>-ss?-d »-nd r)-p>-nt)-d.
N>~ Y2-u wa-uld n-t. Y2-u flD-ut>-d th m>n)-str+rs H>-f h)-ly
r-1-g--n, y>-u turn-d y>-ur b-ck H-n th- cH+nfHss»+n)-l, y»-u
wW11-w-d d-p>r Hnd dF»pHr Hn th)> mH*+r>F Hf sn. GH-d
F-pp--19-d t)- y)-u, thr--t-n"-d y)-u, H-ntr)-)-t-d y»-u t)- r-turn t)-
H>-m. 2, wh>-t sho-m»-, wh>-t m=>-s)-ry! Th>- Rul>-r »-f th"- un’>-v->-rs»-
-ntrH-t-d y2-u, > crrH-turd> H-f clH-y, > [D-v>» HH>»m Wh)- m)-d>)-
y2-u nd t- k>>-p HI-s [D-w. N>-. Y-u w>-uld n9-t. H-nd n?-w, th»-ugh
y-u w-r= t= fI--d -1l ha-11 wa-th y=-ur t>-rs H-f y>-u cH-uld st-ll
w=-p, 1l th)-t s - r)-pH-nt)-nc)- w-uld n)-t g»->-n f-r y>-u wh-t
2= s9-ngl)- t-r - tru- rH-pH-nt)-nc?- sh)-d durd-ng y>-ur m>-rt-1 1)~
w-uld h-v- g =-nd-d f-r y>-u. Y-u >mpl>-r)- n»+w > m>»m>-nt H-f
=)-rthly [D-f- wh=r-2-n t)- r-p>H-nt: H>-n v--n. Th-t t>m>- s gH>n>-:
g-n>- r H+vI-r.

—Such s th- thr)->--Id st¥-ng »-f c-nscH->-nc"-, th>- v-p>-r wh-ch
gn>-ws th= v-ry h=>-rt’s c-r- H-f th- wrd-tch-s H-n h)-ll, s th)-t
f-11-d w>-th h>-11)-sh fury th>-y curs»- th-=ms>-1v>>-s f-r th>->-r f>-1ly »-nd
curs”- th= »-v>>-1 c-mp=>-n>->-ns wh>- h>-v>- bro-ught th-»-m t-- such ru=-n
»-nd curs”- th>- d>-v>>-Is wh>- t>mpt>-d th--m »-n [9-f> H-nd nw m>-ck
th-m H-n H>t>Frn)-ty »-nd v >n r-v>-1"- »-nd cursd> th Supr)>-m=-
B>-ng Wh>-s> g>->-dn>-ss »-nd p>-t>+>nc) th)y sc>+rnd-d -nd
sl-ght?-d but Wh>-s- just)>-c?- »-nd p-w»-r th)-y cH-nn>)-t F-vI-d>-.

—Th?>= n>-xt spPrH-tud-l p>>n t> whdch thd- d>FmnH>+d H-r)
subj-ctH-d s th- p>>n Hf Fxt>+nsH»+>+n. M>-n, H>+n th-s HI-rthly
[9-f3-, th-ugh h- b c-p>-bl>- H-f mH>-ny H-vI-lIs, H-s n)-t cH-p>-blH- H-f
th-m -1l -t HncH>, H>n>+smuch Hs Hn>+ H>FvII cHrrd)-cts H-nd
c-untd-rd-cts HnI-th)-r just Hs Hn> pHH>+sH»n fr-qu-ntly cH-rr-cts
H-n)-th>-r. H-n h>-ll, H»-n th cFntr-ry, H-n> t>rmI-nt, Fnst)>-d H-f
c-unt>rd-ctdng H-n>-th-r, IH-nds Ht stHIl gr->+t>r f-rc)-: H-nd,
m>»=r)=vI-r, s th- Fnt)-rnH-1 f-cult)>-s H-r m>-r) pH-rf>-ct th-n
th- >xt>-rn-1 s9-ns-s, s Hr)>- th-y m>-r)- c-p>-bl>- - suff>-rr-ng.
Just =S Fvr-ry snsH- H-s HfflD-ct-d w-th »- f-tt-ng t-rm=>-nt, s~ s
vty spH-r-tud-l -culty; th)- -ncy w-th ha-rr)-bl»- >m=-g»>-s, th)-
s-nsH-t-v)- f-culty wa-th H-1t-rn>-t>- I-ng=>-ng »-nd r>-g»-, th»» m>-nd
“-nd und>-rst)-nd>-ng w>-th H-n H-nt)-r>>-r d)-rkn>-ss m>-r)- t)-rr)-bl)-
»v-n th-n th Hxt>r»->r dH>rkn)-ss wh>-ch r»>-gns Hn th)-t
dro->-dful pro-s-n. Th>» m>-12-c-, H>mp>-t>-nt th-ugh -t b, wh--ch



p-ssrssrs th-s> drm>n sHruls s H»n vl Hf b)undl-ss
FxtFnsFHn, HFf FmAtld-ss durtdn, > fr-ghtful st>t) H-f
wW-ck)-dn=-ss wh=-ch w2 c-n sc-rc-ly r->-1"-s9- unl)-ss w>- b>>-r H>-n
m»-nd th>- H-n>-rm>-ty H-f s9-n »-nd th>- h-tr)-d G>-d b>--rs t)- H-t.

—>pp-s-d t9- th)-s p>--n Hf Fxt>+nsH+>n H-nd y>-t cHI»x)st)-nt
w-th -t W= h-v)- th)- p--n H-f H-nt-nsH-ty. HHI-1l »-s th- c-ntr)- H-f
v -Is H-nd, Hs y?-u knH-w, th-ngs H-r m>H>»-r) HntHFnsH+ It th>->-r
crntr-s th-n -t th-r r-m)>-t>st pr+nts. Thr-r>» Hr> n)
c-ntr-r--s H-r H-dm>-xtur--s H-f -ny k-nd t- t>mp>-r D-r sH-ft)-n H-n
th>- [9--st th- p>>ns Hf h>-1l. N>y, th-ngs wh>-ch Hr) g>>-d n
th-ms>-Iv)-s bd»-crm> vl >+n h>-ll. CHmpIny, HisFwhH-r) -
s-urc) H-f crmfI-rt t)- th H-ffl-ct-d, wH-Il b~ th-r)- H- cF-nt)-nu-I
t-rm>-nt: kn"-wl»-dg»-, s*» much »-ng>-d f-r »-s th>- ch->-f g->-d »f
th- -nt>-lID-ct, wH-1l tha-r>- b h)-t-d wH-rsH th-n H-gn)-rH-ncH-:
[?-ght, s> much cH>-v>-t>d by Il cr->turd-s frr-m th- I-rd Hf
cry-t-)-n d)wn t) th- humbl)-st pl?-nt H-n th) fHr)-st, wH-Il b)-
[9-9-th"-d H-nt>nsH-ly. H-n thd-s [P H-ur sH+re>ws H-rH- H-I-th>-r nH-t
vory  I-ng D nt vty gt b-c-us n-tury -tho-r
HvI-rc-m=-s th-m by h-b>-ts »-r puts H-n JH-nd t9- th-m by s?-nk>-ng
und>-r th=2-r wH-ght. But >-n h)-ll th- t>rm>-nts cFnnIt b)-
D-v-rc-m- by ho-bH-t, f-r wh-1)- th-y - >+ t)-rr)-bl>- Fnt>+nsH-ty
th»-y r)- -t th srm> tr-m> Hf crntrnudr-l vH-r-»-ty, »-ch
p>>n, s>+ t> sprrk, t+kng r> fr-m H>nH>+thd-r H+nd r)--
H-nd>w>-ng th)-t wh-ch h>-s »-nk>-ndlH-d It wH-th H st)-1l fH)-rcH-r
fl-m=2-. N2>-r c>»n n)-tur)> >scrp> frrm th)-s>» Hnt)nsH> >-nd
v-r>)-us tH-rturds by succumbng t> th>rm fHr th) sHul s
sust)-"-n"-d -nd m>->-nt>->-n>-d H-n HvI>1 s th)-t H-ts suff>-r)-ng mr>y
b th- gr-"-t2-r. B-undl»-ss H-xt>ns>>-n H-f t>rm>-nt, H>-ncr)-d>-bl»-
-ntnsH-ty H-f suff>-rH-ng, unc->-s>ng v-r-H-ty H-f t)-rtur-—th>-s J-s
wh-t th- d=v-n)- m-j)-sty, s D-utr-g>-d by sH+nn>-rs, d>-m>-nds;
th>>-s »-s wh-t th>- h)-1"-n>-ss H-f h)->-v-n, siH-ght>-d H-nd st H-s>-d>-
f)-r th>)- lustful »-nd ID-w pl>->-sur)-s H-f th>- cH-rrupt fI-sh, rm-qu-ri-s;
th>>-s »-s wh»-t th)- bl->-d »-f th>- H-nn>-c>-nt L»mb »-f G>-d, sh-d fH-r
th>>- r»-d>-mpt>--n H-f sH+-nn>-rs, tr>-mpl>-d up>-n by th- v-1-st H-f th>)-
v=1-, F-nsH-sts up>-n.

—L»-st »-nd cr-wn>-ng t>-rtur- - -1l th- t>-rtur)-s H-f th)-t H»-wful
pl-cH- s th- Ht>rmH-ty H-f h-1l. H-t>rH-ty! -, dr->-d H-nd d>-r)-
w-rd. H-t>rnd-ty! Wha-t m>»-nd H>-f m>»n cHn undI-rst+nd H-t? »-nd



rm=>-mb>-r, Dt H-s -n Ht>-rn)-ty H-f pH->-n. H-v>>-n th>-ugh th)- p>->-ns
> -1l w-r- n-t s t-red-bl- D-s th-y H-r)-, y>-t tho-y w»-uld
b-c-m»- -nfHnH-t-, F-s th-y H-r)- d)-stHn>-d t9- [9-st fH-r H-v>-r. But
wha=1)- thd-y H-r)= FvI-rld-st¥-ng th-y H-r)- -t th>- s»Fm>>- t>m>-, »-s
y-u kn-w, H-nt>-1-r)-bly H-nt)-nsd-, unb>>-r-bly H-xt>nsHv>. T
b1 H-v-n th- st>ng H-f Hn HFnsH-ct f>-r H-1l H-t>+rn>-ty w>-uld b>- »-
dry--dful trm=>-nt. Wh>-t must H-t b>-, th>-n, t>- b>>-r th- m>-n>-f>-Id
t)-rtur-s - h =11 -1 »v-r? Fd-r FvH-r! F-r -1l H-t-rn-ty! NIt f-r »-
y»-r -t £3r n H-g>- but f-r FvIr. Try t) >mI-g)-n)- th)> H>wiul
m>->n>ng Hf ths. Y -u hv) H-ft>n s»>n th) sH+nd H+n th)-
s»-sh-r)-. H>w f»-n>- H-r> H-ts t)-ny gr>->-ns! H>-nd h>-w m>-ny »-f
th"-s7- t9-ny ID-tt1)- gr)--ns g~ t9- m>-k>- up th>- sm>-Il h-ndful wh>-ch
»- ch-1d gr>-sps 2-n 2-ts plo-y. N>-w »-m»-g>-n>- > m>-unt)->-n H-f tho-t
s-nd, = m>-11D->n m>-1"-s h"-gh, r->-ch>-ng fr>-m th H->-rth t9- th)-
f-rth>)-st h-2-v>-ns, »-nd > m>-11"->n m>>-1>-s br->-d, H>xt>+-nd>-ng t>-
rFma-t>-st sp-c)-, »nd > mH>I>+n mI;IHs Hn th)-ckn?d-ss; »-nd
H>m=>-g>-n)- such H-n HnH+rm>-us mH-ss H+f cIuntl)-ss pI-rt)-clHs H-f
s-nd mult)-pl->-d H-s Fft)-n s th-r)- H-r)- [D-)v)-s Hn th)- FHr-st,
dr-ps f wH-t)-r H-n th- m>-ghty H-c>>-n, f->-th>-rs H-n b)-rds, scH-1-s
2-n f-sh, h=2-rs H-n H-n>m-Is, H-t+-ms H-n th- v>I-st F-xp>nsH H-f th)-
=212 -nd m-g-n>)- th-t H-t th- H-nd H-f v I-ry m>-11--n y>->-rs -
[D-ttl- bd-rd c»m>- )= th-t m»-unt>>n H-nd cH-rr->-d HwHy Hn H-ts
b2k > tny gr>>-n H>f th-t s>+nd. H>w m2>-ny m>-ll">->-ns up>n
m-l1D->+ns Hf cF+ntur>+>s wIuld p>-ss b)fFr> th>-t bI)rd hd)-d
Crrr-d wHy -va-n - squar)- -t -f th-t mD-unt)--n, h>-w
m>-ny H=>-ns up>n H>ns Hf HgI>s b>rH- >t h-d cd-rr->-d Fwry
11?2 Y-t H-t th)- H-nd H-f th)-t »mm>-ns>- strh-tch H-f t-m»- n)-t >vH>-n
N Hnstnt H-f HtIrnH-ty c-uld b~ sH--d t9- h-v>)- H-nd>-d. -t th>)-
H-nd H-f I thd-s) b)-l1D->ns H+nd tr-lID-Hns Hf y>Irs Ft)»rmH)-ty
w-uld h=v>)- sc-rea-ly b-gun. H-nd »-f th-t m>-unt>>>-n rH-sH- »-g>->n
H-ft-r Dt h-d b>>n -l cHrr--d FwHy, H-nd H-f th)- b>-rd cHFm>)-
F-g>-n -nd cH-rry--d -t X1l HwD-y Hg>>n gr)->-n by gr->-n, »-nd
Hf -t 9 s> Hnd sHnk s mI*-ny t>m-s Fs th-r)- Hr)- stHrs H-n
th- sky, H-t»ms H-n th)- H>>-r, dr-ps Ff wH-t>-r H-n th- s>, ID>v)-s
2-n th- tr)-"-s, F-)-th-rs up-n b-rds, scH-12-s up”-n f)-sh, h>-2-rs up>-n
F-nFm-ls, H-t th H-nd H-f Il th)-s) Fnnum>+rH-bl>- rH+-s»ngs H-nd
s-nk>-ngs H-f th-t >-mm>>--sur’-bly v-st m>-unt>->-n n>-t H>-n>- s»-ngl»-
H-nst-nt H-f H-trn-ty c-uld b s9--d t)- h>-v>>- H-nd>-d; »-v>>n tho-n,



-t th- »-nd -f such D p>-r)--d, Hft-r th)-t »->+n H-f t>m>)- th)» mH>-r)-
th"-ught H-f wh-ch m-k>-s H-ur v>)-ry br)-2-n r-+1 d)-zz>)-ly, H-t>rn)-ty
w»-uld sc-rc)-ly h=-v>- b)-gun.

— ho-ly so--nt (-n- -f H-ur Hwn f-th>-rs - b>-1>-vI> -t wh-s)
WS =ncH- v I-uchsH-f-d - vI-s--n - h-ll. H-t sF>+m-d t9- h)m
th"-t h~ st>>-d »-n th > m-dst >f > gr)->-t h)-ll, dI-rk H-nd sH-I>-nt
s>V r th)- t)-ck-ng H-f - gr>--t clr-ck. Th- t-ck-ng w>-nt »-n
unc-"s-ngly; »-nd -t s->m=-d t)- th)-s s--nt th--t th- s7-und H-f th>)-
t)-ck>-ng w-s th- c»sH1-ss r-pH-t-t>+n Hf th)- w-rds: H-v>Hr,
V15 VL, VL v = b= -n ho-ll nd-va-r - b= -n
ha=2-v-n; vI-r t9- b= shut H-ff frH-m th>- pra-sH-ncH- H»-f GH-d, nH»-v>H-r
t> njpry th= b -t-f-c vir-s-n; Hvr ) b »F»trn whth
fl-m»-s, gn-w>-d by va-rm=-n, g=->-d>-d w>-th burn=>-ng sp>-k>-s, n=-v>-r
t9- b~ fr-)- fr-m th-s) pH-ns; H>vI-r t) h-v>- th)- c)-nscH-»-ncH-
upbr-"-d H-n2-, th m>+m>>+ry H>nr)-g>-, th> mInd fH-1H-d wI-th
d-rkn-ss H-nd d=spHH-r, nFvH-r > HscrpH-; H>VvIr - cursy> H-nd
r-v-1)- th)- fH-ul d>»m>-ns whd- gt fH>nd>-shly HvI-r th)-
m>-s2-ry H-f th->-r dup>-s, n-v>>-r t3- b)-h>-1d th- sh>-n>-ng r)>->-m=>-nt
- th)- bI-ss-d sp-ro-ts; H-v-r t3- cry H-ut H-f th- H-byss Hf f-r)- t)-
G»-d )1 »-n D-nst-nt, H- s>ngl>- H-nst>-nt, H-f r-sp>-t>- fr>-m such H-wful
D-g-ny, NVt - r-c-vr-, -va-n -1 -n -nst-nt, G-d’s po-rdH-n;
Vo1 0 suff-r, n-va-r - -njr-y; v - b d-mna-d, n-va-r -
b= SFva-d; vo-r, nvaA-r ver, nevar. -, who-t - dr--dful
pun’-shm=>-nt! H-n H-t+rnH-ty H-f Hndl>-ss H-g>-ny, H-f F>ndl>-ss b>-d>-ly
“-nd spH-r-tu-1 t-rm-nt, wH-th>-ut H-n>- r-y H-f h-p>-, wH-th>-ut »-n»-
ma-m>-nt H-f cI-ssFtn, H-f g rny [D-mH-tl-ss H+n Fnt>FnsH-ty, Hf
t-rm-nt H-nfFnH-t)-ly va-r->-d, H-f t-rtur)- th-t sust>>-ns H-t>-rm>-lly
th"-t wh-ch -t >t>-rn>-lly d>-v>-urs, >-f H>-ngu=-sh th>-t H-v>-rl?-st>-ngly
pro-ys upm-n tho= sp-r)-t wh-1"- -t r-cks th- fI-sh, Hn H-t>rm>H-ty,
Vva-ry -nst-nt H-f wh-ch H-s H-tsH-If -n H+t+rn-ty H-f w->-. Such s
th>- t-rr-bl>- pun=-shm=-nt d>-cr>->-d f)-r th>-s+ wh>- d>-- H-n m>-rt)-|
s9-n by »-n D-Im=-ghty »-nd »- just G>-d.

—Y>s, D just G>-d! M>n, r>sFnr+ng HlwIys s mHrn, Hr)
F-st>n>-sh)-d th>-t GI-d shd-uld m>-t> H-ut »-n HvI-rlH-st¥»ng »-nd
»-nf>n>-t)- pun)-shm>>+nt »-n th s > -l -r > s ngl)-
gry-"-v>-us s»-n. Th-y r>->-sHn thus b-cH-us?-, bl»-nd>-d by th>- gr-ss
H-llus>->-n H-f th- fI-sh H-nd th>- d>-rkn>)-ss H-f hum=-n und=>-rst-nd=>-ng,
th-y r und-bl>- = c>+mpr>-h>-nd th- hd)-d>us m>;I)cH H-f



ma-rt)-1 s>n. Th)y r»>s>n thus b)-cHusP> th-y H-r)> und-bl)- t)-
crmpr)-h>-nd th>-t »v>+n v >n>>+l sH+n »s »-f such > f-ul »-nd
h-d>--us n-turd- th-t H-v>>-n H-f th- >mn>-p>+-tH>-nt Cra->-t>-r c)-uld
H-nd -1l th>- v > H»nd mI»sH+ry H»n th- wH-rld, thh>- wH-rs, th)-
d-s>-)-s5-s, th)- r-bb>-rI-»-s, th>- cr-m»)-s, th- d--ths, th> murd>-rs,
“-n c-nd>-t>--n th)-t b= H-l1H-wH-d - sHngl>- v-n>>1 sH-n t>- pH-ss
unpun’-sha-d, > s»ngl> vIn>>-1 s»n, = >, »n H»ngry >k, >
ma>-m=>-nt H>-f wH-Iful sl>-th, H?-, th- gr->-t >mn>-p>-t>+nt G>-d c)-uld
-t d>» s> brcrusH> sn, b -t H»n th)-ught H-r dr»>-d, »s >
tr-nsgr)-ss->-n Hf H>-s I-w »-nd G>-d w»-uld n)-t b~ G>-d »-f H»- d>-d
n>-t pun=-sh th>- tr-nsgr>)-ss>-r.

—> $9-n, =n Fnst>nt Hf rbI-l1D->-us prI-d>- H-f th>- HFnt>-lID-ct,
m>-d=- Luc-f>r »-nd - th)-rd p>-rt H»-f th>- c-h-rt H-f H>-ng>-1s f-1l frH-m
th=2-r glo-ry. = s9-n, >n FnstHnt H-f H-lly H-nd wH->-kn>-ss, dr-v>-
»-d>»m »-nd v H-ut »-f H>d>n »-nd br-ught d>->-th »-nd suff>-rr-ng
H-nt>- th»- wH-rld. T r-tr)--v>>- th- c-nsH-qur-ncH-s H-f tho-t s)-n th)-
H-nly B-go-tt>n SHn H-f GHrd crm=- dr>wn - H-rth, 19-v>-d »-nd
suff>r>-d H-nd d>->-d > m=-st p>>+-nful d>->-th, h>-ng>-ng f-r thr--»-
h»-urs 2-n th>)- cr)-ss.

—, my d>>r [D-tth)> bra-thr-n H-n Chro-st J-sus, wH-Il w- tho-n
H-ff-nd th>-t g>--d RH>-d>>m»-r »-nd pra-v>-k> HI>-s >-ng>-r? W1l w-
tr-mpl)- H-g>->-n up>-n th>-t t3-rn H-nd mI-nglH-d cHFrpsH*-? W1l w»-
sp-t up”-n th-t ¢ s full Hf sHre-w H-nd -vH>-? W1l w)- -,
7~k th?- cru”-Il j»-ws -nd th>- brut)-l s-Id>->-rs, mI-ck th’-t g»-ntl)-
H-nd c-mp-ss»HnH-t SHvH--ur Wh- tr-d H-1-n>- f)-r H-ur s»+-k)-
th- H-wful w-n>-pr-ss H-f sH-rr>-w? H-v>ry w-rd H-f s9-n »-s - w>-und
»-n HY-s t-ndd-r sH-d>-. H-vI-ry s»-nful »H-ct s - th>-rn pP>->-rc-ng H>-s
ha=2-d. D-v>-ry H-mpur)- tho-ught, d-12-b)-r>-t>-ly y>->-ld>-d t>-, »-s >
K>=2-n I2-nc)- tr-nst>-x-ng th-t s-cr-d H-nd [H-v>-ng h>->-rt. N»-, n»)-.
-t s FmpH-ssH+bl>- fr H>ny hum>-n b>>ng t> d> th-t wha-ch
H-ff)-nds s~ d>-2-ply th- dH>-vI-n)- M>-j>-sty, th’-t wh>-ch H-s pun’-sh>-d
by -n H-t-rnH-ty H-f H-g>-ny, th-t wh>-ch cruc)-f>»-s »-g>->-n th- SHn
-t G-d »-nd m>-k>-s > m>-ck>-ry H-f HH>m.

—> prry t GH-d tha-t my pr2-r wrHrds m>y hr-vr Hv->-I1)-d
t-d)-y - c>nfHFrm H-n h-1-n>-ss th-s) whd- H-r) H-n F sttt H-f
gr)-c)-, t9- str-ngth-n th>- wH-v>-r)-ng, t>- ->-d b)-ck t9- th)- stH-t)-
»-f gra-c?- th- p--r s9-ul th-t h)-s str)-y>-d H-f »-ny such b >m>-ng
y>-u. = pryry ) GH-d, H-nd d> yr-u prry wh-th m>-, thh-t w» m»H-y



r-p-nt H-f H-ur s-ns. = wH-Il H-sk y»-u nd»w, 1l H-f y>-u, t r-pr-H-t
H-ft-r m- th)- H-ct H-f c-ntr)-t)--n, kn--1"-ng h>-r>- H-n th>-s humbl>-
ch»-p>l »n th> pr>+s¥»ncH> H>+f GHd. HI> s thr> »n th)
t)-b>-rn>-cl>- burn’-ng w>-th -v>)- f-r m>»-nk->-nd, r->-dy t> crmf)-rt
th- H-ffl)-ct)-d. B n>-t H-fr->-d. N> m>-tt)-r h-w m=-ny H-r h)-w f>-ul
th=- s9-ns H-f y>-u Hnly r-p>-nt H-f th»-m th»y w1l b~ fH-rg”>-v>n y>-u.
L-t n= wo-rldly sh>-m»- h>-Id y>-u b»-ck. G>-d s st>-1l th m>-rcH-ful
L»-rd wh>» w-sh>-s n>-t th=>- »-t>-rn>-1 d>--th »-f th>>- s»-nn>-r but rH-th>-r
th=-t h>- b~ cr-nv-rt)-d »-nd [H-v>)-.

—H»- c-lIs y»-u > H>»m. Y>-u »-r) H>-s. H)>» mo>-d>- y»-u »-ut H-f
nY-th--ng. H>- 19-v)>-d y»-u 2-s Hnly > G>-d c)-n [D-v>-. HI>s Hrms H-r)-
H-p-n t3- rH-cH)v>- yH-u H-vI-n th)-ugh y?>-u h”-v> s9-nn>-d »-g=»->-nst
H>»m. C»m>= t= H>m, p>-r s+-nnd-r, pH>r v>n »nd H-rrH-ng
s>-nn=-r. N2-w »-s th>)- »-ccH-pt)-blD- tm>-. N->-w s th=>- h>)-ur.

Th>= pra-»-st r-s2- »-nd, turn>-ng t>w>-rds th>> H-1t>-r, kn>-It up>-n th>-
st)-p b--r)- tho- t>-b>-rn>-cl>- »-n th- F-11-n gl->m. H>» wH->-t>-d
11 11 H-n th>- ch>p>-1 h-d kn It H-nd v >-ry st n->s)» wHs
sty-Il. Thdn, r»>s»+ng hIs h»FHd, h> rFprH>t)>d th) H-ct Hf
c-ntr-t-"-n, phr)-s- by phr)-s2-, w-th f-rv>-ur. Th>- b>-ys »-nsw>-r>-d
h>-m phr)-s- by phr)-s9-. St»-ph>-n, h>-s t>-ngu>- cl>->-v>-ng t> h»-s
p>-1-t2-, b-w-d h2-s h"--d, pra-y»>-ng w-th h)-s h-»H-rt.

—- my Gdl—
— my GHdl—
—) 2-m h -2t -y SPrry—
—) 2-m h -2t -y SPrry—
—fr h-vng Pf2-nd »d Thp-»—
—fr h-vng Pf2-nd »d Thp-»—
—»nd »- d -t -t my SHNs—
—nd »- d -t -t my SHNs—
— - rakat D-th P P-—
— - rakat D-th P P-—

—bcHusp- thay daspl-2s2» Tha-2- my GHd—
—bcHusp- thay daspl-2s2» Thar-2- my GHd—

—Wh»- Pt s d s 2-rv-ng—
—Wh »- al s d s -rvHng—
— al my [~y P—

— val my | v P—



—»-nd »- f-rmly purp2-s»—

—nd »- f-rmly purp2-s»—
—hy Thy h-ly grAcH—
—hy Thy h-ly grAcH—

AT mAr t Hidnd Tho—
AT mAr t Hirnd Tho—
—nd t- >mnd my e ra-
—nd t- Amnd my [ A A—

H>»- w»-nt up t3= h2=s r=>m »H=ft3-r d>»-nnd-r H-n H-rd>-r t>- b~ H-1»-n)-
w-th h-s s9-ul, »-nd -t H-v>-ry st)p h)-s s-ul sH->+m>-d t)- sH-gh; H-t
vty stp hd-s sH-ul m)-unt>-d w-th h-s fH->-t, s»-gh-ng H-n th)-
»-sc-nt, thra-ugh »- r-g>->-n »-f v-sc)-d gl=->m.

H>- h>)-1t2-d »-n th>>- I7-nd=-ng b>-f>-r>- th>- d>->-r »-nd th>-n, gra-sp>-ng
th=- p-rc-1--n kn>-b, H-p>-n>-d th"- d>>-r qu-ckly. H> wH»>-t>-d H-n
-1, h-s s9-ul p-n"-ng w>-th>-n h=>>m, pr-y>-ng s>-1"-ntly th>-t d>-»-th
m=-ght n>-t t»-uch h>-s bra-w »-s h>- p-ss-d »-v>-r th>- thr-sh>-Id, th--t
th- f»-nds th-t »-nh>-b>-t d>-rkn-ss m=-ght n-t b>- gH>-v>>-n pHw>H-r
V-1 h-m. H- wH->-t9-d st¥-1l H-t th)- thrd-sh-Id s -t th- H-ntrH-nc)-
- sm>- dI-rk c-v-. F-c-s wa-rD- tho-r)-; H-y»-s: tho-y w>->-t2-d »-nd
w-tch»>-d.

—W»- kn-w pH-rfd-ctly w1l »-f c-urs?- th»-t th-ugh »-t w»-s b»-und
t9- ¢ -m»- t)- th- I9-ght h>- w»-uld f-nd c?-ns>-d>-r>-bl>- d>-ff>-culty »-n
H-nd>--vH-urd-ng t- try t9- F>nduc)- h-msH-If t)- try t3- >-nd>->-v>-ur t)-
H-scH-rt--n th- sp-r-tu-1 plo-n-p-t>-nt>-ry »-nd s wr knH-w H-f
cH-urs- pH-ri-ctly wH-11—

Murmur?-ng fH-c?-s w>>-t>d Hnd wI-tch?-d; murmurd-us v->-c>-s
f-119-d th- do-rk sh>-1l H-f th- cHFvI-. H> f»r)-d HFnt>nsH+ly »-n
sp-r-t »-nd H-n flo-sh but, r->s-ng h-s h->-d br)-v>-ly, h- str)-d>)-
F-nt)- th r-Fm H-rmly. H- d»>FrwH-y, H> rF>+m, th)- s>Fm> r->rm,
srm>- wHr-nd>w. H>- t>-Id h»msH>-If cH>-Imly th>-t th>-s> w»-rds h>-d
F-bsH-lut)-ly n)- s»+nsH» whad-ch h-d s»+>m>-d t9 rH+-s>» murmurd-usly
fr-m th- d-rk. H?- t9-1d h-ms>-If tho-t 2t w-s s»-mply h>-s r-m w»-th
th>>- d>-»-r »-p>-n.



H>- cl-s)-d th)- d2>--r J-nd, wHlk)>-ng swH-ftly ) th>- b)-d, kn )-It
b-s2-d> -t »-nd c)vH>r)-d h)-s f-c) wd-th h-s h-nds. H)-s h)-nds
w-r)- c-ld H-nd d>mp H-nd h?-s IP-mbs H-ch-d w>-th ch>-1l. B)-d>-ly
unra-st H-nd ch>-1l >-nd w>-2-r>-n=-ss b-s>-t h-»-m, rH-ut>-ng h-s th-ughts.
Why w2-s h2- kn"-2-17-ng th”>-r- I~k »- ch?~Id s9-y»-ng h?-s »-v>-n=>-ng
pra-y>-rs? T+ b HIn)» wHth hdrs sHul, > HFxFm*+nd)» h)s
cH-nsc-H-ncH-, t» mIH-t h-s s9-ns -cH- t- ¢, - r-c-ll th»-H-r
t-m»-s H-nd m>-nn>-rs H-nd cFrcumst-nc>-s, t wH>p Fv>-r th-m. H)-
c”-uld n-t wo--p. H>- c?-uld n)-t summ-n th-m t> h>-s m>»m>-ry. H)-
-1t »-nly »-n »-ch>- »-f s9-ul »-nd b>-dy, h>s wh>-1"- b>->-ng, m>m»-ry,
w11, und>-rst>-nd=-ng, fl-sh, b>»-numb>-d »-nd w>>-»-ry.

Tha-t w-s th wh-rk H-f d>vH-Is, t scH-tt)-r ho-s th)-ughts H-nd
H-va-rcl-ud ho)-s c)-nscr-H-ncH-, Fss»>-1-ng h-m H-t th)- g>+-t)s Hf
th- c»-w>-rdly »-nd s-ncd-rruptd-d fl-sh: H-nd, pr-y>-ng G>-d t»m»>-dly
t frg-v>- h)-m h>-s wh->-kn>-ss, h- cr-wil>-d up H-n t9- th)- b>-d
“»-nd, wr-pp>-ng th>- blo-nk>-ts cl-s-ly »-b>-ut h>-m, c>v>rH>-d h>-s
f-c2- -g>->-n w-th h>-s h>-nds. H>- h>-d s9-nn>-d. H>- h»-d s»-nn>-d s*-
d>--ply H-g>>nst h»>vH>n Hnd bH>-fH>r> GH-d th)-t h)» wHs n)t
w-rthy t)- b~ c)-119-d G»-d’s ch»)-Id.

C»-uld »-t b*)- th"-t h*}-, St)-ph-n D>-d"-lus, h»-d d-n»- th»-s)- th>-ngs?
H>-s c-nsc)--nc)- sH-gh-d H>n HnswH-r. Y>-s, ho- h)-d dH>n>- th)-m,
s-cr-tly, P-Ith)-ly, t-m>- H>+ft-r t>m>-, »-nd, h-rd>-n>-d H-n sH»-nful
F>-mp-n)-tH-ncH-, h- h-d dH-r)-d t> wH-r th)- m)-sk >+f h)-1>-n»>-ss
b-3-r)- th- t-b-rn-clh- H-tsH-If wh>-1>- hd-s sH-ul wH-th>-n wr-s »-
[7-v-ng m»-ss H-f c-rrupt)->-n. HH>w c-m>)- -t th -t G-d h>-d n)-t struck
h-m d»--d? Th>- [?-pr-us c>-mp>-ny H-f h-s s)-ns cl-s>-d H-b>-ut h-m,
bra->-th»-ng up>n h>m, b>-nd>-ng Hv>r h>m frrm -1l s)>d>-s. HD)-
str-v)- - f-rg-t th-m H-n H-n H-ct H-f pr-y>-r, huddl>-ng h>-s I’-mbs
cl-s7-r t)-g>-th-r H-nd b)>-nd>-ng d>wn h>-s F>y>-1)-ds: but th- s>-ns?H-s
»-f h2-s s9-ul w2-uld n9-t b~ b>-und 2-nd, th’-ugh h>-s »-y>-s w-r>- shut
f-st, h- s?-w th- plo-c?-s wh>-r)>- h>- h>-d s-nn>-d »-nd, th-ugh h>-s
»=-rs wH-r)- t-ghtly c-v>-ro-d, h»- h-2-rd. H)>- d-s-r-d wH-th H-1l h»)-s
W11 n-t t h=-r H-r . HY>- d»-s>+r-d -1l ho-s fr-m- sho->-k
und-=-r th>)- str---n H-f h-s d--s-r- »-nd unt)-1 th>- s»-ns=-s H-f h--s sH-ul
cl?-s9-d. Th)-y cl)-s-d f-r H-n H-nst>-nt »-nd th-n F+p>-n)-d. HH> sHw.

H- f--1d - st)-ff w-)-ds »-nd th>-stl?)-s -nd tuft>-d n>-ttl>--bunch>-s.
Th-ck »-m»-ng th>)- tufts H-f rH-nk st>-ff gr-wth [~y b-tt>-r>-d c)-nH-stH-rs
»-nd clH-ts »-nd cHIs H-f s»-12-d Fxcrr-m-nt. - -nt mD>-rshir-ght



struggl”>-ng upw>-rds fr-m -l th»= »-rdur)- thr)-ugh th>- bro-stl?-ng
gr-ygro---n w->-ds. H-n vl sm-ll, f--nt »-nd f-ul »-s th>- 19-ght,
curl?-d upw-rds slugg=-shly H-ut H-f th>- c-n>-st>-rs »-nd fr-m th>- st>-1)-
crust?-d dung.

Cr-)-turd-s wH-r) H-n th)- fId; Hn)-, thr-)-, sFx: cr-H-tur)-s
wWr- m-v>ng H-n th>- f>-Id, h)-th>r Hnd th>-th)-r. GH»»-t>-sh
cry-"-tur>-s w»>-th hum=-n f-c»-s, h=-rnybr-w>-d, I"-ghtly b>->-rd»-d »-nd
gr-y s »-nd>->-rubb>-r. Th>- m>-1"-c H-f v glo-tt>-r)-d H-n th->-r
h-rd D-y»-s, H-s th-y m>-v>-d h)-th>-r H-nd th-th>-r, tr->-17-ng th>->-r
[7-ng t-2-1s b>-h>-nd th>>-m. D~ r)-ctus H-f cru-1 m>-1"-gn>-ty It up grr-yly
th->-r D-1d b>-ny fH-c>-s. H-n> w-s cl-sp>-ng H-b»-ut h>-s rH-bs - t>-rn
fl-nn-1 wH-d-stcd-I-t, HnI-th>-r cr+mpl»->nd)d mI>-nH-t)»nH-usly »-s
h>)-s b>->-rd stuck »-n th>- tuft>-d w-»-ds. SH-ft I’-ngu=>-g>- -ssu>-d fr>-m
th--r spH-ttl-1)-ss IH-ps s th-y swHsh>-d »-n slH-w cH-rclH-s rH-und
»-nd r)-und th- -)-Id, wH>nd>-ng h>-th>-r H-nd th-th>-r thr)-ugh th>-
wW-2-ds, dr)-gg=-ng th>=>-r I"-ng t>--1s H-m>-d th>)- r)-ttl>-ng cH-n>-st)-rs.
Thy»y m>-v)-d »-n sl>w cI-rcld-s, cI-rcld-ng clHs»+r H-nd clHsH+r t)-
F-nch¥-sH-, t3 nclH-sH-, sH-ft P»ngu-g>- H-ssud-ng fr-m th=-r [H-ps,
th>--r I2-ng sw-sh»-ng t>>-Is br»sm>»>r>d wIth st shr-t)-,
thrust=-ng upw»-rds th>>-r t-rr-f>-c f-c-s...

H>-1p!

H>- flung th~ bl®-nk>-ts fr-m h>»m m>-dly t9- fr)->- h>-s f>-c)- »-nd
n)-ck. Th-t w>)-s ha-s h)-Il. G-d h-d H-11)-w-d h>-m t)- s~ th)- h)-ll
r-s-rv-d f-r ho-s s-ns: stHnk>-ng, b>-st>>-1, m>-12-gn-nt, H- h)-ll H-f
[-ch>-r)-us g>--t>-sh f--nds. F-r h»-m! F-r h)-m!

H»- spra-ng fr-m th>- b>-d, th- r)->-k>-ng D-d>-ur p>-ur-)-ng d>-wn h»-s
thr)--t, cI’-gg-ng -nd rH-v-1t)-ng h-s H-ntr-H-Is. H-H-r! Th- H-r H-f
h-2-v>-n! H?»- stumbl)-d t>w>-rds th> wI)nd>w, gr>->n>ng -nd
2-Im»-st f-+nt>+ng wH-th s-ckn-ss. H-t th- w-shst)-nd - c-nvuls--n
$>2-z2-d h)-m w»-th>-n; »-nd, cl?-sp>-ng h-s cH>-Id fH-r>-h>->-d w>-Idly,
h- va-m»>-t>-d pro-fus-ly H-n »-g>-ny.

Wh»>-n th- >t ho-d spnt H-tsHIf h- wrlk>-d wH»->-kly t)- th)-
w»nd>w nd, ID-ftng th)- sHsh, sH+t H+n > cFmIr Hf th)
»-mbr>-sur>- »-nd I"->-n"-d h>-s H-1b>w up>-n th>- s)-Il. Th>- rH->-n h>-d
dr-wn -ff; H-nd H>-m>-d th m>-v>>ng v>-p>-urs fr-m p>->-nt t- p->-nt
-f [D-ght th- ¢ty w>-s sp-nn=-ng D-b>-ut ha-rs>-If »- s)-ft cH-cH->-n »-f
y>-11-w-sh h-z)-. H¥»»+vH>+n w-s st>-Il H-nd f>)-ntly lum>-n>-us »-nd
th>- -2-r swr>-t t9 br->-th>-, s »-n »- tho-ck)-t dr-nch>-d w»-th



sh»~w»-rs; H-nd >m>>-d p>->-c> Hnd sh’mm»-r)-ng [H-ghts H-nd qu>-)-t
fr-gr-nc)- - m>-d=- »- c-v>-n>-nt wr-th h>-s h>->-rt.

H>- pra-y»-d:

—H - HncH- hd ma-Hnt t- c2m- Hn H-2rth Hn h-Hvrnly glry
but w»- snn»-d: »-nd th-2n H»- c-uld n-t s My vs-t us but wp-th -
shr2-ud -d m»+j sty -nd 2 b2-d>-mm-3d r)-d»-2ncH-f2r HP-ws GHd.
S H» c-m- HAmsHF n w-2knss nt n prwr Hnd Hp-sHnt
th -2, -cr2-2-tur - 2-n Hp-s st--d, w-th »>-cr2--tur »-’s ¢ 2-mH Hn-ss
#-nd lustr - su-t--d t- 2-ur st~ »nd n»-w thy vry fc»- »nd f2-rm,
d2-2r mthdr, spp-Hk t- us H thp- HtHrnH; nHt 1k »-Hrthly
b-Huty, d2-ngr-us t2- |-k upn, but [k th’- mrntng stHr
whsch s thy -mbl--m, br:ght -nd mus»-c:H, br-»th}ng purty,
tHIAng A h-2v2n Hnd PnfusPng pF-2c2-. P hrrbrng 2 2 d)y!
- 1-ght »-f th»-p 2-Igr >-m! L-2-d us st>H| s thp-u h st | 2-d. »-n th-d »rk
ns-ght, 2cr-ss th- bl -2k wsHd>rn»ss gur-d»- us »n t- Hur Lprd
JA-sus, gu-d - us h-m»-.

H»-s H-y>-s wH-r>- d»-mm>»>-d w>-th t3-rs H-nd, ->-k>-ng humbly up t-
h2-2-v>-n, h»- w>-pt f-r th>- »-nn"-c>-nc>- h>- h"-d I9)-st.

Wha-n 2-vn>-ng h>-d f-11"-n h>- -ft th- h>-us>-, »-nd th)- fH-rst
t9-uch H-f th~ d>»mp d2-rk H-2-r »-nd th>- nH>->-s> Hf th)- d>F>r s It
cl?-s2-d b>-h>-nd h>»m m»-d>- »-ch>>- »-g>->-n h-s c>-nsc>->-nc>-, lull>-d
by pra-y=>-r -nd t--rs. CH-nf)-ss! CHnfH-ss! -t w-s n>-t H-n=-ugh t>- lull
th=- c-nsc->-ncr w>H-th - t»r >nd H pr-y>-r. H> h)-d - kn)-»-I
b>-f)-r)- th- ma-n)-st>+r H-f th>- HI-ly Gh>-st H-nd t>-1l HvIr h)-s
h=-dd»-n s-ns truly -nd r-p>-nt>-ntly. B>->-r>- h>- h>->-rd »-g>->-n th>-
f-9-tb->-rd H-f th>- h-usH-d>-r tr--1 H>v>-r th)- thr)-sh-Id H-s H-t
H-p-n>-d t)- [D-t h-m H-n, b)-FI-r)- h)- sHw H-g»->-n th>- t)-bl>- H-n th)-
k>-tch"-n st -r supp=-r h>- w>-uld h>-v>)- kn>-It »-nd cH-nfHss>-d. »H-t
WS qu-t)- sH-mpl)-.

Th- »-ch>= H-f cnscH>>ncH cF>s>d Hnd h)» wH-lk)>+-d H»-nw>-rd
sw»-ftly thra-ugh th?- d2-rk str)->-ts. Th-r)- w>-r>- s m-ny fl-gst>-n->-s
“-n th= F--tp-th H-f th)-t sttt H-nd s m=-ny str->-ts H-n tho-t cH-ty
-nd s m)-ny cH-t>-s )-n th wH-rld. Y-t H-t>-rn>-ty h-d n»- »-nd. H)-
WS -n ma-rtd-l sn. van -ncr ws = me-rt-l sH-n. D+t c)-uld
h-pp>-n -n »-n H-nstHnt. But h»w s>+ qu-ckly? By s»+>>ng »-r by



th-nk"-ng H-f s9->>ng. Th- H-y>-s s> th)- th>-ng, w-th»-ut h»-v>-ng
w-sh-d f-rst t)- s-2-. Th>-n »-n »-n »H-nst>-nt -t h=-pp>-ns. But d>->-s
tha-t p-rt H-f th"- b>dy und-rst>-nd H-r wh-t? Th)- s>rp>-nt, th m»-st
subtl?- b-2-st H-f th>- f--1d. »-t must und=>-rst»-nd wh>-n -t d»-s>-r>-s »-n
N> -nst>nt H-nd th>>n pr-1"-ngs H-ts Hwn d>s»-r) Hnstrnt H-ft)-r
H-nst-nt, sH-nfully. H-t f-)-Is »-nd und>-rst)-nds H-nd d>-sH>+r>-s. Wh-t »-
h2-rr)-bl"- th»-ng! Wh>» m>-d>- 2t t- b~ -k~ tho-t, 2~ b)-st)-1 pH-rt
»-f th)- b-dy bl t> undIHrstHnd bI-st>>lly H-nd dIsHr)
b-st->-1ly? W>-s th>-t th-n h>- -r H-n >nhum=-n th>ng m>-v>-d by »-
[-w>-r s9-ul? H-s s-ul s9-ck-n=-d -t th>- th>-ught H-f »- t>-rp>-d sn>-ky
[~ £--d)-ng HtsH-If H-ut H-f th>- t3-nd>-r m»-rr-w H-f h-s [H-)- »-nd
f-tt)>-n"-ng up>-n th>)- si-m»- »-f lust. > why w-s th>-t s9-? - why?

H>- c-w>-r>-d D-n th)>- sh)-d>-w »-f th- th-)-ught, »-b>-s>+ng h-»-msH-If
n th- H»wd >+ GI»d Whd> h>-d m>d> DIl th-ngs Hnd Il mH-n.
M»-dn=-ss. Wh>- c>-uld th»-nk such =~ th»-ught? »-nd, c>w>-r-ng »n
d-rkn=-ss »-nd H-bj?-ct, h>- pr-y>-d mutd-ly t)- h-s gu-rd>->-n »-ng>-I
)= dra-v>)- »-w-y wa-th h-s sw-rd th- d»>-m=>-n th>-t wH-s wh-sp>-r>-ng
t)- h>-s bro->-n.

Th wh2-sp?-r c->-s)-d H-nd h)- kn)>-w th>-n cl?->-rly th)-t h>-s »-wn
s-ul h"-d s?-nn"-d »-n th”-ught »-nd w>-rd »-nd d>->-d w>-Ifully thr)-ugh
h»)-s »-wn b)-dy. C)-nf-ss! H)- ha-d t*)- cH-nf-ss H-v>-ry s9-n. HH»-w c-uld
h- utt-r 2-n w-rds t9- th> pr-»-st wh>-t h-- h-d d>-n>-? Must, must. »-r
h-w c2-uld h?~ H-xpl->-n w-th>-ut dy”-ng »-f sh>+-m=>? H-r h»-w c)-uld
h>- h>-v>- d>-n>~ such th»-ngs w»-th»-ut sh=-m»-? »- m>-dm=-n! C>-nf>-ss!
» - w>-uld -nd>->-d t- b fr)-- nd snl>-ss H-g>->n! PH-rh-ps
th=- pr)-"-st wa-uld kn>-w. 2~ d>-»-r G>-d!

H>- w>-1k>-d »-n »-nd »-n thra-ugh H-1l-19-t str)->-ts, F>2-r)-ng t)- st>-nd
st f-r H= m»m>-nt I)-st H-t m>-ght sH->-m th>-t h>- h>-1d b>-ck fr-m
wha-t >~wH->-t9-d h-m, f->rI-ng t>- H-rr)-v> H-t th)-t t>-w-rds wh-ch
h- st>-1l turn’-d w>-th I-ng"-ng. H>w b>-)-ut>-ful must b>>- >~ s)-ul »-n
th- st-t- H-f gra-c>- wh-n G>-d I--k>-d up?-n -t wH-th 1)-v>-!

Fr-wsy g>-rls s9-t H-12-ng th>- curbst)-n"-s b-fH>-r)- th-)-r b>-sk)-ts.
Th=-r d>-nk h=->-r hung tr->-12-d H-v>>-r th->-r br-ws. Th-y wH-r)- n>-t
b--ut-ful t)- s> H-s th-y cr-uch>-d H-n th>- m>-r>-. But th>->-r s9-uls
W= s»-n by Go-d; »-nd - th-)-r sH-uls wH-r> »n » strt) Hf
gr-c- thory wH-r- rm-d>»rnt > s> H»nd GId [H-vH>-d th)-m,
$9--)-ng th>-m.



= wW-st-ng bra->-th H-f hum>-1->-t>->-n bl=-w bl=->-kly »>-v>-r h-s
s-ul ) tho-nk -f h>-w h>- h=d -11)-n, > -1 th)-t th)-s)- s)-uls
wH-r= d»=>r¥>r t9- GH-d th-n h>-s. Th»- w-nd bl»-w »-v>-r h’»-m H-nd
p¥-ss-d H-n t- th- myr>>-ds H-nd myr--ds H-f H-th>-r s?-uls »-n wh>-m
Go-d’s f»va-ur sho-n>- n-w m»-r>- -nd n»-w [D-ss, st-rs n»-w bro-ght)-r
-nd nH>-w d>mm>-r, sust)>>+n-d H-nd fH--1"-ng. H-nd th)- gl>mm-r)-ng
sP-uls pPssH+-d H»wHy, sust>>-nd)d H>+nd fH>+1>-ng, mIrgH>d H»n
ma-v>-ng br->-th. H>n> srul w-s IDst; >+ t»ny srul: hrs. -t
fI-ck>r)-d H-nc)- H»-nd wr-nt »D-ut, Frg>-tt>-n, I9-st. Th> H-nd: blD-ck,
c-1d, v--d w-st)-.

Co-nsc--usn>-ss H-f plo-c>- crm>- »-bb>-ng br-ck t h>»m slH-wly
Pv-r = v¥-st trd-ct H-f tm- unl-t, unfH-It, unl’-v-d. Th- squ-1")-d
sc»-n- crmp-s>-d Hts)-If H>-r-und h>-m; th- cH-mm=>-n »H-ccH-nts, th)-
burn>-ng g=-sj>-ts »-n th>- sh>-ps, H-d>-urs »-f -sh »-nd sp>-r-ts H>-nd w-t
s-wdust, m>-v-ng m=>-n »-nd w>m=-n. H-n H-ld w>m=-n w>-s H>-b>-ut t-
cry-ss th)- str>-t, »-n »>lc>+n H>n h>-r h>-nd. H>- b)-nt d>»wn H-nd
-sk-d h2-r w-s th-r- - ch)-p>-1 n)-)-r.

—- ch-p-1, s2-r? Y5, s-r. Church Str)-»-t ch”-p>-1.
—Church?

Sh»- sha-ft>-d th»~ c-n t)- h>)-r H-th>>-r h»-nd »-nd d>-r>-ct>-d h>-m; »-nd,
s s> h-Id H-ut ho-r r->-k>+ng wH-th>-rd-d rd-ght ho-nd und>-r H-ts
fry-ng>- -f sh-wl, h>- bdnt wHr t>w-rds h>-r, sH>+-dd>-n>-d »-nd
s»->-th-d by h2-r v->-c>-.

—Th>-nk y»-u.
—Y U ) qur-tr wa-lc-ma)-, sHr.

Th>- c-ndI)-s H-n th- h>-gh H-1t>-r h>-d b>--n H»-xt>+ngu>-sh>-d but th>-
foy-gr-nc>- -t HncrnsH>- st f»>-td d>Fwn th>- dr»Fm nHrv)-.
B-2-rd>-d w2-rkm=-n w=-th p2-2-us f>-c?-s w>-r)- gu’-d>-ng - c>-n>-py
H-ut thro-ugh = s>-d>- d>-r, th)- sH-crd-strn H->-d>-ng th-m w-th
qu--t ga-stur-s -nd w-rds. - fHw - tho- f--thful st>-Il [H-ng>-r>-d
pr-y-ng b= Hn- H-f th)- s»d>-1t>-rs »-r kn->-1"-ng »-n th»)-
b-nch>-s na->-r th>- c-nfH-ssH->-n>)-Is. HH>- H-ppr-»-ch>-d t»-m»-dly »-nd
kn>-It »-t th)- I9)-st b>-nch »-n th>- b>-dy, th-nkful f-r th>~ p>->-c>- »-nd
s-19-nc- H-nd fra-gro-nt sh)-d>-w »-f th>- church. Th*)- b>->-rd »-n wh»-ch
h- kn?)-It w2-s n2-rr)-w -nd w2-rn H-nd th>-s> wh> kn>-It n)->-r h-»-m
W= humbl>- f-11-w>-rs H-f JH-sus. JH-sus t9-2- h>-d b>->n b>-rn Hn
p>-va-rty -nd h)-d w>-rk>-d »-n th> sh?-p H-f 2~ c)rpH>-nt-r, cutt)-ng



b)-"-rds »-nd pI*)-n"-ng th»-m, »-nd h>-d fH-rst sp>-k>-n H-f th>- k-ngd>m
> G-d t- p->-r P-sh-rm>-n, t>>-ch>-ng -1l m>-n t- b>» m»>->-k »-nd
humbl- -f ho-)-rt.

H>- b>w>-d h?-s h2-)-d up?-n h>-s h>-nds, b>-dd>-ng h>-s h)->-rt b)-
m=->-k -nd humbl?>- th>-t h)- m>-ght b ID-k)> th>-s> wh> kn)-lt
b-s»-d> h»m -nd h)-s pr-y>-r s Hccrpt)-bl)- »s th)»)rs. H)-
pra-y"-d b-sH-d>- th>-m but H-t w-s h-rd. H>-s s-ul w»-s fH-ul w-th s9-n
»-nd h)= d)-r)>-d nH-t sk P-rgm>-vrnr-ss wa-th th- s»mpl>)- trust H-f
th>-s>- wh>-m J»-sus, »-n th> myst-r>->-us w>-ys »>f G>-d, h»-d c)-lI»-d
f-rst t H?>-s s9-d>-, th>- cH-rpH-ntd-rs, th)- fH-sh-rm>-n, p>->r »nd
s>rmpl>- p>»>pl>- lD>-wrng > IDwly tr-d>-, h>-ndl>-ng »-nd
sh-p>»ng th> w>>d Hf tr)->s, mI>nd>ng th>-r n)-ts w-th
p-t-)-nc)-.

> Il f-gur> c>rm>- d>wn th> sl Hnd th)- prnH>-tHnts
st-rr)-d; -nd -t th)- ID-st m>»-m=-nt, gl-ncH-ng up swH-ftly, h- sHw »-
[7-ng gr-y b>-"-rd »-nd th>)- br-wn h>-b»-t H-f H- c>puch>-n. Th)- pr)-»-st
H-nt)-rH-d th>- b)>x Hnd wHs h-dd>n. Tw) pHrn)-tH>nts rH+sH» H-nd
Fnt>r-d th>- cHnfI-ssH+>+n)-l Ht »HthH>r sHd>. Th>» wH>dIn
sI-d»- w»-s dro-wn b-ck »-nd th>)- f-"-nt murmur D~ - v>)->-c»- tro-ubl»-d
th=- s9-1")-nc)-.

H>-s blI)-2-d b?-g=»-n t murmur H-n h>-s v ~>-ns, murmur)-ng -k~ »-
s-nful ¢ty summ=-n=-d fr3-m H-ts sl->)-p t> h>)-r H-ts d>»>+m. LH-ttl)-
fl-kd-s H-f f-r)- -1l >-nd pFwd>-ry H-sh>-s -1l s9-ftly, H-19-ght)-ng H>-n
th- h-us?-s H-f m>-n. Tha-y strr)-d, wr-k>ng fr-m sl>->-p, tr)-ubl>-d
by th=- h>-t>-d H--r.

Th- sIo-d>- w>-s sh-t b-ck. Th- p>-n>-t>nt »m>-rg>-d fr>-m th>)-
s-d>- Hf th) b»x. Th) fHrth-r s+-d>» wHs drrwn. > wHrm=-n
H-nt)-rH-d qu--tly H-nd d-ftly wha-r?- th-- f-rst pP-n>-t>-nt h»-d kn"-It.
Th- £9-nt murmur b»-g>-n »-g>->-n.

H»>- ca-uld st>-1l 19--v>- th>- ch>-p>-I. H?- c»-uld st-nd up, put H-n>-
-t b= th)- H-th>-r »-nd w>-lk D-ut s»-ftly »-nd th>>n run, run, run
sw-ftly thr)-ugh th- d>-rk str-2-ts. H>- c)-uld st>-1l H-scH-p>- frH-m th)-
sh»=m»-. H>-d -t b»--n -ny t>-rr)-bl)- crH-m>- but th-t H-n>- s»+n! HI-d
-t b-n murd)-r! LH-tt1)- f-)-ry fi-k-s -1 H-nd t-uch>-d h-m »H-t -
p»--nts, sh-m»-ful th-ughts, sh-m=-ful w-rds, sh--m=-ful »-cts. Sh--m»-
cHvrr-d hrm wha-lly k) f»n) gl>-wHng H-sh)s fHlI9-ng
cr-ntrnu-lly. T sy -t H-n w-rds! H>-s s»-ul, st>-fl»)-ng »-nd h>-Ipl)-ss,
w»-uld c--s2- t- b)-.



Th- sl-d>- w>-s sha-t b)-ck. D= prFn>-t>nt »m>rg>-d frr-m th)-
frthd-r sH-d> Hf th)> b»+x. Thd» n»FHr slHd>» whs dr-wn. >
p-na-t-nt H-nt>r-d wh>-ro- th- H-th>-r p-n>-t)-nt h--d c»m>- H-ut. »-
s-ft wh-sp>-r-ng n>->-s)- fI-"-t)-d »-n v-p>-r)-us cl»-udl»-ts H-ut H-f
th- b)>-x. >t wHs th wHrm>n: s)ft wh-sp-r-ng cld-udi-ts, sH-ft
wh==sp2-r2-ng v>>-p>-ur, wh>-sp>-r--ng =-nd v->-n>-sh>-ng.

H»- b=t h2~s br-»-st wo-th h>)-s f-st humbly, s9-cr-tly und>-r c-v>-r
»-f th- w-)-d>-n H-rmr)-st. H>- w>-uld b= »-t H>-n>» w»-th »-th>-rs »-nd
w-th G-d. H>~ w»>-uld I9-v- h)-s n->-ghb>-ur. H> w»-uld 1»-v>- G»-d
wh>- h-d m»-d>- -nd I9-v)-d h>-m. H>- w>-uld kn"-2-1 H-nd pr-y w>-th
»-th"-rs H-nd b>- h>-ppy. G>-d w-uld I~k d>-wn -n h»m »-nd H-n th>m
»-nd w>-uld [9-v>- th-m -l

-t wH=s >)-sy t9- b g >--d. GH-d’s y -k wH-s swH--t »-nd I»-ght. H-t
WS b-ttd-r n-va-r t)- h-va)- s-nnd-d, t- h-va)- r-m--n-d H-lw-ys
2= cha-Id, f-r G-d [9-v-d Dttt ch)-ldr)-n H-nd suffH-r)-d th>m t)-
crm>- t HY-m. Dt wh-s - t-rr)-bl)- »-nd »- s»-d th)-ng t)- s-n. But
G?-d w-s m-rc-ful t3- p)-r sH-nnI-rs whd)- wH-r)- truly sHrry. H>»w
trum- th-t w-s! Th-t w-s »-nd>--d g»->-dn>-ss.

Th- sI)-d?- w2-s sh)-t t)- sudd-nly. Th- pn)-t+-nt cHm=- H-ut. H>)-
w=s n-xt. H)- st=-d up H-n t)rrd-r »-nd wH-lk>-d bl-ndly H-nt)- th)-
b-X.

-t ID-st -t hd-d crm>-. HY» knH-lt H-n th) s>+IH-nt gl»>m H-nd
r--s9-d h-s F-y>-s t9- th- wh)-t)- cruc)-f)-x susp-nd=-d »-b>-v>>- h»-m.
G»-d c?-uld s~ th-t h> w>-s s9-rry. H>= w»-uld t-11 »-1l h)-s s-ns. H»-s
c»-nf-ss->-nw-uld b~ [9-ng, I7-ng. H-v>-ryb>-dy »-n th>)- ch>»-p>-1 w>-uld
kn=>-w th>-n wh»>-t = s2-nn>-r h>- h>-d b>->-n. LIt th-m kn-w. -t wH-s
tru-. But G>-d h>-d pr>-m»-s2-d t3- f-rg=-v> h-m H>-f h>- w>-s so-rry. H)-
w-s s9-rry. H)= cl?-sp>-d h-s h-nds »-nd r->-s>-d th>-m t>-w>-rds th)-
wh»-t)- f-rm, pra-y>-ng w>-th h>-s d>-rk>-n>-d »-y>-s, pra-y>-ng w»-th -l
h2-s trmbl>-ng b>-dy, sw>-y>-ng h>-s h"->-d - >nd fr- [D-k> - )-st
cry--tur)-, pra-y»-ng w>-th wh>-mp=-r>-ng I9-ps.

—Srry! SH-rry! - s-rry!

Th»- sIm-d»- cl»-ck>-d b-ck »-nd h>-s h>->-rt b»-und>-d 2-n h>-s br-»-st.
Th- f3-c Hf »n Hld pr-)-st wrs H-t th)- gr-t)ng, HvI>-rt)-d fr-m
h>-m, I9--n"-ng up>-n D h>-nd. H>- m>-d>- th)- s»-gn H-f th>- cro-ss »-nd
pra-y»-d H-f th= pra->-st t3- bl?-ss h»-m fr h>- h>-d s?»+nn>-d. Th)-n,



b-w»>-ng h>-s h>->-d, h- r-pr>-t>-d th>- CHnft)-2-r »n frH-ght. H-t
th=- w-rds my m+}-st gr »-+v -us f2-ult h)- c)-s)-d, br)--thl»)-ss.

—H»~w I)-ng s -t s>ncd- yH-ur 1)-st cFnfd-ssH->-n, my ch>-1d?
—~ I)-ng t-m»-, fH-th)-r.

—> m-nth, my ch”-1d?

—L-ng»-r, f-th-r.

—Thr)»-2- m>-nths, my ch»-1d?

—L»ng»-r, fH-th)-r.

—S»-x mP-nths?

—"-ght m>-nths, f-th>-r.

H>- h-d b-gun. Th- pro->-st »-sk-d:

—-nd wh>-t d>- y»-u r-m=>-mb>-r s-nc>- th-t t»m>-?

H>- b)-g>-n t9 c>nfH-ss h-s s»-ns: mH-ssHs mI-ssH-d, pra-y>-rs nH-t
s»-d, I-)-s.

—-nyth"-ng »-1s"-, my ch>-1d?

S»+ns  Hf ngIr, nvy  HF thors,  glutt>ny,  vI-no-ty,
d>-s>-b>-d>->-nc)-.

—-nyth"-ng »-1s)-, my ch>-1d?

Th»r>- w»-s n>- h-Ip. H>- murmur>-d:

—-... cFmmH-tt-d sH-ns Hf Fmpur)-ty, fH-th»)-r.
Th- pra->-st d»-d n"-t turn h>-s h»-»-d.

—W>»-th y»-urs>-If, my ch>-1d?

—-nd... w-th »-th»>-rs.

—W>-th w»-m=-n, my ch»-1d?

—Y s, f)-th)-r.

—W-r- tho-y m>-rr>->-d w>m=>-n, my ch>-Id?

H>- d»-d n>-t kn"-w. H>-s s9-ns tro-ckl-d fr-m h>-s [9-ps, H-n=- by »-n»-,
tr-ckl-d -n sh-m»-ful dr)-ps fr-m h=-s s-ul, F-st>-r?-ng »-nd »->-z>-ng
-k - sr)-, H squd-17-d str->m H-f v-cH-. Th- I9-st sH-ns >+>-z)-d
f-rth, slugg=-sh, f-1thy. Th-r- w»-s n- m>-r>- t- t>-1l. H>- b>»»w=>-d h>-s
h>-2-d, »-v>-rc>-m»>-.

Th- pra--st w-s s-1-nt. Th)-n h»- H-sk>-d:

—H»~w »-1d »-r)- y»-u, my ch»-1d?

—S)-xt--n, H-th>-r.



Th)- pry--st p-ss-d h-s h-nd sH+vI-r>-l tFm>s H-vHr hd-s fH-c)-.
Tha-n, r-st>ng h>-s fr>-h>->d »-g>>nst h»-s h>-nd, h>- [H->n>-d
t>-w-rds th=>- gro-t-ng »-nd, w-th »-y>>-s st F-v>-rt>-d, sp-k=>- slH-wly.
H>-s v»--c- w-s w->-ry H-nd H-1d.

—Y-u D) vI-ry y?-ung, my ch?-Id, - s9->-d, 2-nd It m>- H»mpl>-r)-
Hf y-u t9- g-v)- up thd-t sH-n. -t D-s - t)rr)-bld- sH-n. -t k)-lls th)-
b-dy »-nd »-t k)-lIs th- s2-ul. H-t H-s th- c)-us>- »-f m>-ny cr-m=-s »-nd
m-std-rtun-s. GHv>» -t up, my ch-ld, fr GI>d’s s>k). >+t s
d-sh-n>-urd-bl»- H>nd unmI>-nly. Y>u cH+nnH>t kn>w wh>r) th)-t
wr-tch=2-d ha-b-t w11 I-2-d y>-u H-r wh>-r)- -t w1l c»m=>- »-g>--nst
y?-u. =S ID-ng ?-s y»-u c>mm-t th-t s-n, my p>--r ch-Id, y»>-u wH-Il
n-va-r b wh-rth H-n>- f-rth--ng t- G>-d. Pro-y t- »-ur m>-th)-r M>-ry
t> h>-lp y»-u. Sh>= wIl h>-Ip y>-u, my ch>-ld. Pro-y t- -ur Bl»)-ss»-d
L>-dy wh>-n th>-t s9-n c-m»-s H-nt>- y>-ur m>-nd. - »-m sur)- y»-u w>H-Il
d>- tha-t, w1l y-u n)-t? Y -u r-p>-nt H-f -l th-s>- s>ns. - »m sur)-
y2-u d?-. »-nd y-u w1l pr-m=-s- G-d n>-w th>-t by H>-s h2-ly gr)-c)-
y-u w1l n-v-r H»-ff-nd HH>m »H-ny m>-r?>- by th>-t wd-ck-d s?n. Y>-u
W11 m-k>)- th-t sH-1-mn pro-m=-s- t3- GH-d, w1l y»-u n>-t?

—Y)-s, f-th)-r.

Th= 2-Id »-nd wr>ry v--c> P11 1Dk swH>-t r->-n up-n h>)-s
qu-k=-ng p=-rch>-ng h>->-rt. H>-w sw>>->-t »-nd s)-d!

—D- s, my p>>-r ch)-Id. Th>- d>-v>)>-1 h>-s [9-d y>-u H-str)-y. Dr)-v>)-
h>-m b»-ck t9- h>~11 wh>-n h>~ t-mpts y»-u t9- d>-sh>-n>-ur y>-ur b>-dy H-n
tho-t w-y—th>- f)-ul sp>-r)-t wh>- h>-t>-s D-ur LH-rd. Prr-m>-s) G>H-d
n>-w th-t y-u w1l g=-v>>- up th-t s2-n, th-t wr-tch>-d wr>-tch>-d s9-n.

Bl»-nd»-d by h»-s t9-2-rs -nd by th>)- I)-ght - G)-d’s m»-rc>-fuln=-ss h»-
b>-nt h>-s h>--d »>-nd h>->-rd th> gr»-v> wHrds H-f H-bsH>lut>->n
sp>-k>n H-nd s»w th)- pr)--st’s h-nd r>->-s>d H>b»v> h>m Hn
t>-k-n H-f f-rg"-vI-n>-ss.

—G»-d bl?-ss y»-u, my ch?-Id. Pr-y f-r m»-.

H>- kn -1t t- s~y h»=s p-n=-nc>-, pr-y-ng H-n - cH-rnd-r H-f th- dI-rk
n-v>)-; H-nd h>)-s pra-y>-rs H-sc-nd>-d t- h>->-v>>-n fr-m h>)-s pur)-f>->-d
ha=2-rt -k~ p-rfum=- str->m=-ng upw>-rds fr-m - h>->-rt >-f wh)-t)-
r-sH-.

Th»- muddy stro--ts w-r>- g»-y. H»- str)-d>- h--m»-w>-rd, c»-nsc>->-us
>f +n HFnvIs¥bl) gr-cH> prrvH-dHng H+nd m>-k)-ng [H-ght h)-s
[»-mbs. H-n spa-t> - -1l h»- h>-d d>-n>- Ht. H> h>-d c>-nfH-ss-d »-nd



G>-d h>-d p>-rd>-n>-d h>m. H>s s-ul wH>s m>-d> f>r »-nd h)-ly
H-nc)- mI-r-, h--ly »-nd h>-ppy.

-t wh-uld b= b-D-ut>-ful t- dH>-> Hf GHd s+ wHlID-d. Ht wd-s
b--ut>-ful t9- [D-v> H-n gr-c>- - 1D H-f p>>-c) Hnd vI-rtu- »-nd
f-rb>->-r-nc)- wr-th »-th-rs.

H>- s9-t by th)- f-r)- J-n th)- k-tch>-n, n)-t d>-r)-ng t>- spF»k fH-r
h>-pp>-n>-ss. TH-II th-t m>m=-nt h>- h>-d n>-t kn=>-wn h>-w b>->-ut>-ful
H-nd pF)-c-ful D) cHuld b?>-. Th)» gr>>-n squr-r) Hf pHrpH-r
p>-nn>-d ra-und th>)- I-mp c»-st d>-wn »- t)-nd>-r sh>-d>-. »-n th>- dr>-ss>H-r
wW=s = pl-t» - sH-usH-g>-s H-nd wh-t>- pudd>-ng H-nd »-n th>- sh)-If
th-r»- w>-r) -ggs. Thy wa-uld b f)r th)- br)->-kf>-st »-n th)-
m>-rn-ng H-ft>-r th>- cFmmun>>>-n H-n th- cH>-11">-g>- ch)-p>-1. Wh)-t»)-
pudd=-ng »-nd »-ggs »nd sP>-us>g=>-s »-nd cups H>+f t>>-. H)»w s»mpl)-
H-nd b-H-utd-ful wH-s - ftd-r -l H-nd [-F> >y Ml bH>-fH-r)-
h>-m.

H-n - dr->m h= -1 H-sI--p. H-n - dr->m h>- r>-sH Hnd sHF+w
th>-t Dt w>-s m>-rn>-ng. »-n > w-k>-ng dr?->-m h>- w>-nt thr)-ugh th>-
qu->-t m-rn"-ng t+-w>-rds th- cH-11)-g-.

Th>= b-ys wa-r)- -1l tho-r-, kn>->-12-ng »-n th->-r pl»-cH-s. HD- kn>-It
“»-m-ng th>>m, h>-ppy H-nd shy. Th>- H-It>r w-s h>->-p>-d wH-th fr-gr-nt
m>-ss7-s »-f wha-t)- fl-w>-rs; »-nd H-n th m>-rn>-ng I9-ght th>- p>-1>-
fl-m"-s H-f th>- c>-ndl?H-s H>-m>-ng th- wh-t> fr-wI-rs wHr)- cl»->-r
“-nd $2-12-nt s h>-s H-wn s-ul.

H>- kn>-It b= tho- It-r w-th h-s cl-ssm>-t)-s, h--ld>-ng th-)-
“-1t)-r cl)-th w>-th th>m D-v>)-r - ID-v)-ng r->-1 H-f h--nds. H>-s h-nds
W)= tr-mbl>-ng »-nd h>-s s9-ul tr)-mbl>-d H-s h>- h>->-rd th)- pr->-st
p-ss w-th th=- c-b>-r)-um fr-m c>-mmun=>-c>-nt t>- cH>-mmun=>-c»-nt.

—C-rpus D -mn - napstr -

C»-uld »-t b>-? H»- kn»-It th)-r)- s?-nl>-ss »-nd t>m>-d; »-nd h- w>-uld
h>-Id up>n h>-s t>ngur> th>- ho-st »-nd G>d w>uld H>nt>r h)-s
pur--f---d b>)-dy.

— - vAHm A m. AmAn.

-n-th-r -1 - |- H-f gro-c- »-nd v-rtu>- H-nd h-pp>-n>-ss! H-t
WS trum-. H-t w-s no-t - dr->m fr-m wh>-ch h>- w>-uld w>-k>-. Th>)-
p-st w>-s p-st.

—C #rpus D #-m+}n - nsp-str)-.
Th»- c¥-b?»-r?-um h»-d c>m»>- t9- h>-m.



Ch¥-ptd-r HV

Sunda-y w-s da-d>-cH-t-d t)- th- mystdry H-f th- HIly Tra-n)-ty,
M>-nd>-y t)- tho- H>-ly Gh»-st, Tu-sd>-y t- th Gu>-rd>->-n »-ng>-Is,
WH-dn)-sd-y t- SH»nt JH»sH»-ph, ThursdH>y t- th M>-st Bl-ss?-d
So-cr-ma-nt - th- H-1t)-r, Fr-d>-y t)- th)- Suff>-r-ng JH-sus, SH-turd>-y
t)- th>- BlI?-ss9-d V-rg=-n M>-ry.

F-Vv-ry m-rn-ng h>- h)-1-w>-d h-ms>-If >-n>-w H-n th>- pra-s>»-ncH-
Hf srm>- h-ly >mH-g> Hr myst>ry. H¥>s d>y b>g>n wHth »n
h-r-2-c HffrHng H-f Hts HvHry m>-m>-nt H-f th)-ught H-r H-ct>>n
f3-r th)- H-nt)»nt)Hns Hf th) sFvIr+Ign pFnt>-ff H>nd wH-th H-n
=-rly m=-ss. Th2- r-w m=-rn=-ng »->-r wh-tt>-d h>-s r-s>-lut>- p>->-ty;
H-nd -ft>n Hs h» knd-lt »mI>ng th- fHFw wIrsh-ppH-rs -t th)-
s>-d2-)-1t)-r, P>11-wI-ng wH-th h-s H-ntI-rl->-v>-d pr-y>-rb>->-k th>-
murmur »-f th- pro->-st, h»~ gl»-nc-d up f-r H-n H-nst-nt t>-w>-rds th)-
v-sty-d fHgurd> st+nd>-ng H>n th)- glH->rm bItwrHn th)> tw)
c>-ndl?-s, wha-ch w-r)- th>- »-Id »-nd th> n>w t>st>m=>-nts, »-nd
»-m=-g>-n>-d th>-t h)>- w-s kn>->-1"-ng 2t m=-ss »-n th>- cH-t»-c»-mbs.

H-s d>-)-ly [D-f> w-s [9-)-d H-ut H>-n dH»vI>t>>n>1 Hr)>s. By
m=-ns H-f H-jFcul>+t>>-ns H-nd prd-y>-rs h>- st>r)-d up ungrudg>-ngly
)-r th- s9-uls »-n purg>-t>-ry cH-ntur->-s »-f d>-ys »-nd qur-r-nt>-n>-s
Fnd y»rs; y>t thd- spr-tud-l tr>umph wha-ch h)- It Hn
-ch>-)-v>-ng w-th H->-s> s ma-ny fH-bulP-us H-g>-s Hf cFnH>+n>-cH-
p>-n-ncd-s dI-d nH-t wh-lly r-w»-rd h>-s -1 H>-f pra-y>-r, sH-nc)- h)-
ch-uld n)>v-r kn?w h>w much t>mp>>-r)-I pun’-shm=>-nt h>- h>-d
rma-tt>-d by wHy I suffrd-g>- f-r th- Hg>n)sH+ng sH-uls; »-nd
f»-rful I9-st H-n th) m>dst H-f th- purgH>-t>r)>>-1 f>-r), wh>-ch
d»-ff»r-d frrm th- >nfFm>+l >Fnly H>+n th>t >t wHs nIt
»-v-rl)-std-ng, h-s pH-n)-ncH mI)-ght H-vH--1 nH- m)-r)- th>-n »- dr)-p
H-f m>--stur)-, h- dr-v> h>-s s-ul d>--ly thr)-ugh H-n Hncrd->-sHng
c-rcl- - wh-rks H-f sup-rd-r)-g>H-t>>-n.

vty p-rt H-f h-s d)-y, d-v>-d>-d by wh-t h)- r-g>-rd>-d n2-w »-s
th- dut)>s H>f h)-s st>t>F>n Hn D), cdrclH-d H-b>-ut Hts Hwn
co-ntr- -f sp-r-tum-1 H-n>-rgy. HD-s - s9->m»-d t- h>-v>- drr-wn
n»=-r > Ftrm-ty; H>vIry th)-ught, wHrd Hnd dH>->)-d, HvIHry
F-nst)-nc> Hf cFnscHHusnd-ss cHuld b mI-d) ) rrvI-br)-t)
r»d>->ntly n h>>+v>n; H+nd >+t t>rmH>s hI»s sHns)> Hf such
»-mm»-d--t> r-p-rcuss+n wH-s s [H-vr-ly th)-t h- s»m»-d t)-



>+ h>s s»ul H»n dIFvI>t>>+n prrss>+ng 1Dk fFngd-rs th)-
K>=yb-2-rd »-f 2= gro->-t c-sh r-g=>-st>-r H-nd t- s> th H»m>-unt H-f
h-s purch?-s- st-rt f)-rth >mm>H-d>->-t>-ly H-n h>>vIn, nH)t Hs >
numb-r but s > fr-)-1 cH>lumn H-f HncHrns» Hr s H skrndH)-r
fl-w-r.

Th> r»s»r)->s, t99, whrch h) s»F>)d cInstrntly—f)r h)-
c-re-2-d hd=s b-2-ds 9= H-n hd-s tr-usH-rs’ pP-ckH-ts th)-t h)-
ma-ght t>1l th>m s h>» wHlk>+d th)> str)»I>+ts—tr>-nsf>-rm>-d
th-ms>-Ivy-s >nt)- c»-r>-nd-Is H-f fl-w-rs H-f such v-gu>- un->-rthly
t-xtur)- th>-t th-y s-m>-d t- h>>-m 2-s hu-I1"-ss »-nd H-d>-url>-ss s
th-y w2-r- n>-m>-12-ss. H¥> H>-ff>-r)-d up H->-ch H-f h-s thr)->- d>->-ly
ch>-plo-ts th)-t h-s s2-ul m=-ght gr)-w str-ng -n »->-ch H-f th- thr)->-
th->-1-g>-c -l vI-rtud-s, +-n fF>-th H>n th)- FH-thr Wh)> h)-d
cr>-t>-d h>-m, »-n h>-p>- »-n th>- SH»+n Wh>>- h>-d rm-d>->m=>-d h>»m
H-nd -n [H-v> H-f th)- HI>-ly Gh)-st Wh>- h)-d sH»-nct>->->-d h»-m; »-nd
th-s thr-c)- tr-pl)- pry-y>-r h- Hff-r-d t3- th- Thr->- P>-rso-ns
thr)-ugh M>-ry -n th>= n>m>- >-f hd-r jryful »-nd sFrr-wful »-nd
gl-r>-"-us myst-r-->-s.

2-n »->-ch H-f th- s>vI-n d>-ys H-f th»- wH->-k h- furth-r pra-y>-d th>-t
F-n)- - th s»v)-n gH-fts H-f th- HI-ly Gh)-st m)-ght d-sc)-nd up>-n
h=-s s2-ul »-nd dr)-v>)- H-ut H-f -t d>-y by d>-y th- s»-v>-n d>->-dly sHns
wh»-ch h2-d d>-f>-12-d -t »-n th>- p>-st; H-nd h>- pr)-y>-d f>-r H--ch g>-ft
»-n H-ts FppH-+nt-d dD)-y, c>-nfH-d>-nt th)-t H-t wa-uld d>-sc-nd up>-n
h>-m, th>-ugh »-t s->m~»-d str-ng>>- t- h>m -t trm=>-s th-t wH-sd>-m
»-nd und>-rst-nd>-ng H-nd kn>-wl>-dg> w-r> s>)- d>-st>-nct »-n th->-r
na-tur>- th>-t ->-ch sh>-uld b~ pr-y>-d -r »-p>-rt fr>-m th- »-th>)-rs.
Y-t - b)-19->v-d th)-t Dt sH-m»- futur)- st)-g>- >+f h-s spr-r-tur-I
pra-gr)-ss th=-s d>-ff>-culty w>-uld b~ r-m=>-v>-d wh>-n h»-s s»-nful s»-ul
h>-d b>-2-n r)-"-s2-d up fr-m »-ts w--kn»-ss »-nd H-nl>-ght>-n»-d by th)-
Th-rd P-rs9-n H-f th- M»-st BI)-ss-d Tr-n>-ty. H>- b)-19->-v>)-d th>)-s
=11 th» m>-r-, H-nd w-th tr-p>-d>-t>--n, b)-c)-us) H-f th)- dH»-vH>n>)-
gh»>m H-nd s>I-nc> whH>-r>->-n dwH-lt th>- unsH?>-n PHrH-clH-t)-,
Wha-s- symb>-Is w>-r) - d>-v> >-nd > mghty wHnd, t> s>n
F>-g>--nst Whar-m w-s 2= s-n b-y-nd fH-rg-v>-n)-ss, th) -t
myst>»r)->-us s>-cr-t B»>ng t> Wh>m, D>s GId, th) pr>»-sts
H-frd)-d up m>-ss H-ncH >+ y>Ir, r-b>-d Hn th) scH-rlH-t Hf th)-
t-ngu>-s H-f fH-r)-.



Th)- »-m>-g>-ry thr)-ugh wh»-ch th- n-tur)- H-nd k>-nsh>-p H-f th>)-
Thr-2- P-rso-ns H-f th Tr-n)-ty wH-r- d>-rkly sh>-d>-w>-d f>-rth H-n
th- b»>ks »>f d»v>t>>+n wh>ch h>» r>»d—th)> FI-th)-r
c-nt»mpl-t)-ng fr-m D=1 H-t>-rnH-ty s H-n > m>-rrH-r HI>-s DIF-vH-n>)-
P-rf-ct-"-ns H-nd th-r)-by b-g>-tt>-ng Ft>-rn)-lly th>- H-t>-rn>-1 S9-n
-nd th> H>-ly Sp2-r-t pro-c->-d>-ng »-ut H>-f F-th>-r H-nd SH+n fr>m
P -trr-ty—wH-r- -s--r H-f H-ccH-ptH>-nc)> by h)-s mo-nd by
r->-s)-n H-f th->-r H-ugust H-ncH+mpr-h>-nsH-b>-I1>-ty th>-n ws th)-
s-mpl>- f)-ct th-t G-d h-d [9-v)-d h)-s s9-ul fr-m -1l H-t)-rn)-ty, H-r
»-g>-s b>t>r)> h- h-d b>>n b>r Hnt) th> wHrld, fH-r Hg)-s
b= th- w-rld H-ts-If h=-d H-x>-st)-d.

H>- h2-d h=2-rd th”- n)»-m»>-s H-f th>- p>-ss>+>-ns Hf I-v>- H-nd hH-t)-
pr-n=-unc>-d s?-1"-mnly »-n th>- st)-g-»- »-nd »-n th>>- pulp>-t, h»-d f>-und
th>m st f-rth s>-1-mnly »-n b>->-ks »-nd h>-d w>-nd>-r>-d why h>-s
s-ul w»=s un>-bl>- - h-rb>-ur th>»-m )-r H-ny t-m>- H-r t>- fH-rcH>- h)-s
[2-ps t- utt>r th>-r n-m»-s w-th c-nv)-ct>>-n. - br->-f »-ng>-r h--d
H-ft-n »-nv-st)-d h»-m but h- h-d nH-vI-r b>->-n Hbl)- t- mH)»-kH» H-t
-n »-b-d>-ng p-ss2->-n H-nd h>-d H-lw-ys fH-It h->-ms>-If p>-ssH-ng »-ut
T -t s - hd-s vI-ry b-dy wd-rd- bd->-ng d>-v>-st3-d wH-th F>-s5)- H-f
sFm>- H-utr skrn Hr pHr>l. HI> h-d It > subtl)-, d)-rk, H-nd
murmur=-us pra-s>-nc>- p-n-tro-t>- h>-s b>->-ng »-nd f>-r>- h>-m w»-th
2 bro--f »-n"-qu-t>)-us lust: H-t, -, h-d sl=-pp>-d b>-y>-nd h>-s gr-sp
[9--vng h)-s m>-nd lucH-d H-nd HFndH>-fH>-r>-nt. Thd-s, Ht sH+->m-d,
WS th>>- 2-nly I-v>)- -nd th-t th>>- H-nly h>-t- h)-s s2-ul w>-uld h>-rb>-ur.

But h>- co-uld N>~ 1)-ng>-r d>-sb>-12--v>- H-n th- r--1-ty > [H-v)-,
s>rncy> GHrd hrmsH>If ho-d [D-v)-d h-s HndH>v>-dud-l sH-ul wr-th
dFvrny vy frr-m -1 H-tr-ty. Gr-dud-lly, H-s ho-s s-ul wr-s
“»-nr)-ch>-d w>-th sp-r-tum-1 kn>-wi»-dg>-, h>- s2-w th> wh>-1")- w»-rld
f-rm=>-ng -n>- v-st symm=-tr-cH-l HFxprr-ss->+n >t GH>-d’s prw>H-r
H-nd v, L) b-c-m- - d-vH-n- gH-ft £)-r H-v-ry m»>-m=>-nt »-nd
$>-ns-t)--n H-f wh-ch, wH-ro- -t »-v>-n th>- sH-ght -1 - s»-ngl>- 1-)-f
h=-ng>-ng »-n th>- tw>-g >-f - tr)->-, h-s s-ul sh>-uld pri->-s> »-nd
th-nk th>- G>-v>-r. Th» w-rld f>r Il H-ts s-12-d substnc? -nd
crmplx-ty nd= IngH-r Fxdst+d fHr hs sul sH+v> Hs >
th->-r+m -f d>»vrn prw>-r H-nd 9-v> H>nd un)-vI-rsH-1H-ty. S»H-
H-nt>-rd)- nd unqu-st>nI)-bl)- wH-s th)-s sH+nsH H-f th)- dH>-vHn)-
m>->+n>ng Hn Hll nHtur) gr-nt>+-d t>- h>s sHul th’-t h?)- c)-uld
sc-rc-ly und>-rst-nd why Dt w2-s -n »-ny wo-y n>-c)-ss>-ry th)-t h-



sha-uld c-nt>-nud- 3 v, Y-t tho-t wh-s pr-rt H-f th)- dHFvI-n>)-
purpa-s> >nd h>- d>-r-d n>-t qu-st>>n H-ts usH>, h»- HbrFvr Il
H-th>-rs wh>- h>-d s-nn>-d s d>->-ply »-nd s f-ully »-g>->-nst th>)-
d>-v-n)- purp-s7-. M-k »-nd -b>-s>-d by th>-s c>-nscH->-usn>-ss H-f
th?= =n>- -t »mn-pra-sH-nt pH-ri-ct r->-I1">-ty h-s s9-ul -k
up =g >-n h>-r burd¥>n Hf pFHt>>s, mI;ssH*+s H>nd pr-y>-rs »-nd
s>-crrm-nts H-nd m-rt-f-cH)-t>->-ns, »-nd H-nly th->-n f>r th>- f-rst
t-m»- s9-nc- h>- h>-d br->-d>-d H-n th>)- gra->-t myst)-ry H-f [9-v>)- d>)-d
h- 21 w-th>-n h>-m > w>rm m>»-v>mH>-nt k> th)-t H+f sFm>)-
n>-wly b-rn - H-r v-rtu)- - th)- s)-ul HtsH-If. Th)- H-tt)-tud)- H-f
r-ptur- »-n sH-cr)-d H-rt, th>- r->-s-d »-nd p>-rt>-d h>>-nds, th»- p>-rt)-d
[7-ps nd Fy>s H-s H-f HFn> H-b>-ut t9- swH>>-n, b>-c>m>- fH-r h-m Hn
F»-m»-g>- H-f th)- s)-ul H-n prI-y>-r, hum>-1"->-t)-d H-nd f>-nt bH>-f>-r)-
h>-r Cr->-t)-r.

But h>- h>-d b>->n f-r>wHrn)-d H-f th- d>-ngH-rs Hf spr-r-tur-I|
X1t >-n H-nd dH>-d nI-t HlIH-w h»msH-If t d)-sH-st fr»-m H>-vI-n
th= [)-st H-r PFwihD)-st dH»-v>-t>n, strdvH-ng H-Is- by c)-nst)-nt
ma-rt-f-cr-t->n t+ und)> th sFnful pHst r-thdr thn t>
H-ch-)v> = sFHntl»ndss frr-ught wI-th pHrr)-l. H»>ch H+f h)s
$>-ns=-s w>-s bra-ught und=-r »- r-g=-r>-us d>-sc-pl=>-n>-. H-n »-rd>-r t>-
ma-rt-fy th)- s-ns>- H-f sght h- m>-d>- H-t h-s rul)- t9- w1k »-n th)-
str)--t w-th d>-wnc-st -y>-s, gl?-ncH>-ng nH--th>-r t- r)-ght n)-r 1)-ft
»-nd n>»-v-r b>-h>-nd h>m. H>-s Hy>-s shunn-d H-v>-ry »-ncr-unt)-r
w-th th= H=y>-s H>-f wH+m>-n. Fra-m t-m- t9- t-m>- -1~ ho- b>-lk>-d
th--m by - sudd>-n H-ff>-rt H-f th» w-Il, »-s by I)-ft)-ng th>=m sudd>-nly
»-n th- m-ddl?>- H>+f H-n unfIn)-sh>+d sH+ntH>nc) H-nd cl)-sHng th)-
bk, T+ mH-rt)-fy h)-s h->r>+ng h> Fx>+rt)-d nP> cHFntr-l HvH-r
h-s v»2-c> whd-ch wHs th-n br>->-kIng, nI»>-thd>r sH»+ng n)r
wh-stl)-d, »-nd m2>-d>- n> Htt+mpt - fI-> frr-m n)->-sH>s wh-ch
c-usH?+d hd»m  pFH»+nful nHrvI-us Fredt>t>>+n such Hs th)
sha-rp»-n"-ng H-f kn)-v>-s H-n th)»- kn>-f>+b>>-rd, th- gH-th)-r)ng H-f
c-nd>-rs -n th- F>r)-sh>-v>>-1 »-nd th>- tw-gg>-ng »-f th- cH-rp>H-t. T~
ma-rt)-fy h)-s sm>-1l wr-s m>»-r)- d)-ff>-cult »-s h>- fH-und H-n h»msH-If
n= H-nst>+nct)-v>- rH-pugn+nc- t>- b-d H-d>-urs wh-th>-r th>-y wH-r)-
th- »-d»-urs H-f th>~ H-utd>--r w-rld, such »-s th>-s»- »-f dung H-r t-r, H-r
th>)- »-d>-urs »-f h>-s »-wn p>-rs>-n >m=-ng wh>-ch h>- h>>-d m»>-d>- m>-ny
cur->-us c>mp>>-r-s>ns H>nd Hxp>-rrm>>nts. H>- H-und »-n th»- »-nd
th=-t th)- -nly »-d>-ur D-g>>-nst wh>-ch h)-s sH+ns>- H-f sm>-Il rH-v>-1t>-d



WS = crt--n st Fr-shy std-nk I9-k»- tho-t H-f I»)-ngst>-nd--ng
ur-+n=-; -nd wh>»=n>-v>-r H-t w>-s p>-ss>-bl>- h- subj>-ct-d h--ms>-If t-
th=-s unpl?-2-s>-nt H-d>-ur. T» m-rt>-fy th- t)-st>- h)- pra-ctH-s-d stro-ct
h-b"-ts -t t)-blD-, »-bsH-rvI-d t)- th>)- [D-tt)-r -1l th)- f)-sts H-f th>)- church
»-nd sm-ught by d>-str)-ct>-n t- d>-v>-rt h--s m-nd fr-m th>- s-v->-urs
-t d-ff-r-nt H-2-ds. But -t w-s t- th» mI-rt)-f>-cH-t>--n H-f t9-uch
h=- bro-ught th> m»-st -ss>-du=-us »-ng>-nur-ty H-f H-nv-nt>-v>-n»>-ss.
H>- n2=v>)-r c>-nscH->-usly ch>-ng>-d h>-s p>-s>-t>->-n »-n b>-d, sH-t »+n
th>- m>-st uncr-mf-rt-bl>- pHr-s»-t>ns, suff-r-d pH-t>ntly H-vr-ry
H-tch »-nd p»>n, k>-pt FwHy frFm th)- f-r-, rFm>+->n>-d H>-n h)-s
kn=->-s -1l thr)-ugh th>> m>-ss »-xc-pt H-t th)- g2-sp>-Is, It p-rt H-f h)-s
n)-ck -nd f-c?) undr->-d s> th)-t >?>r m-ght st>+ng thm >-nd,
wh=n>-v>-r h- wHs n)-t sHy>ng hd)s b>»>-ds, cHrr->-d h)>s Hrms
st-ffly »-t h)-s $>-d>-s I-k>- )= runn=-r H-nd n>v>I-r H-n h>-s pH-ckH-ts H-r
cl?-sp>-d b>-h>-nd h>-m.

H>- h)-d n?)- t>mpt)>-t>>ns ) s>Fn mI-rt)-lly. -t surprs>-d h»m
ha-w>-v)-r t)- f-nd th)-t -t th>- »-nd Hf h-s cH-urs) H-f H-ntr)-cH-t)-
P>ty -nd s>Ifrd-strd-nt h- wHs s FHsHly -t th)- mIrcy H-f
ch’-ld»-sh »-nd unw>-rthy H>mp>-rf)-ct>>ns. H>-s pr)-y>-rs Hnd fH-sts
Fv-)-19-d h-m [D-ttlD- f-r th)- suppr-ssH->-n H-f Fng>-r -t h>->-r)-ng
h-s m2-th>-r sn >z H-r -t b)-"-ng d>-sturb”-d »-n h>-s d>-v>-t>>-ns.
-t ndH>d Hn Fmmdns) HffHrt Hf hds wH-ll > mI-std)r th)-
“»-mpuls?- wh»-ch urg=-d h>>m t- g2-v>>- »D-utl>-t t- such H-rr-t>-t>->-n.
»-m»-g-s H-f th- J-utbursts H-f tr-v>-2-1 >-ng>-r wh-ch h- h>-d H-ft)-n
n)-t-d >m-ng h-s m-stH-rs, th->-r tw>-tch»-ng m»-uths, cl?-s»-shut
[7-ps »-nd flush>-d ch--ks, r)-curr)-d t>- h>-s m>»m»-ry, d>-sc>-ur>-g>-ng
h-m, f-r -1l h"-s pra-ctH-c>- H-f hum»-I17-ty, by th>- cHFmpIFrH-sHn. T
m2-rg"= h>-s -9 H-n th> crmm>-n t>-d> H>f Hthd>r PvIs wrs
ha-rd>-r fr h-m th>»n -ny f>st+ng H-r pr>y>-r »nd >t wHs h)-s
c-nst-nt Frlurd- ) d>- tho-s ) ha-s »wn sH-t)-sf-ctH>->n wh»-ch
c-us-d n h-s s-ul H-t ID-st > sFnsH-t-n Hf spr-r)-tu-l drynr-ss
t-g>-th>-r wH-th - gr>-wth »-f dI-ubts »-nd scrupl?-s. H?>-s s)-ul
try-va-rs-d - p-r--d H-f d>-s>-12-t>-n H-n wh>-ch th- s-cr)-m=-nts
th-ms>-Iv>-s s->m»-d t9 h>-v>- turn>-d H»-nt>- dr)->-d up sP-urc?-s. H>-s
c-nf)-ss--n b-cm>- - ch-nnH)-l f-r th- Hsc)-p>- - scrupul?-us
»-nd unr-p-nt>-d Hmp-ri--ct)-ns. HH>-s H-ctu-1 r-cH-pt>->-n H-f th>)-
»-uch=-r>-st d»-d n2-t br)-ng h--m th>- s>m=>- d>-ss>-Iv>-ng m>-m»>-nts H-f
v-rgo-n-1 so-If-surr)-nd=>-r »-s d>-d th>-s?- sp>-r>-tum-I c>mmun=---ns



m»-d>- by h-m s»-m=-tFm>-s H-t th cl»s) Hf sFm> v)-sH-t - th)-
BI?-ss?-d S»-cr)-m>-nt. Th)- b))k wh-ch h?- us)-d f-r th)-s)- v)-s)-ts
ws Hn Hld nIgl-cthd bk wrttdn by s»Hnt HIph?)-nsus
L-gud-r)-, w-th fHd>ng chIr)-ctr+rs H>+nd sFr> FxprpHr-d
[>->vHs. > PFd»d wHrld H>f rvd>nt [D-v> H»nd vI-rgH-n)-I
r¥-sp-ns-s sHF+m-d t)- b v )-k>-d f)-r h)-s s9-ul by th>- r)->-d>-ng
> -ts p-g>-s Hn wha-ch th- H»-m>-g>-ry H>-f th)- cHFnt)-clH>s w»-s
-ntFrwH-v-n wa-th tha- c-mmun=-c-nt’s pr-y>-rs. »-n H-n>-ud>-bl>-
V-C srma-d ) c-r)-ss tho- s-ul, t-11D-ng h>-r n>-m»-s »-nd
gl-r--s, b-dd>-ng h2-r H-rH-sH s f)-r FsprusH+I H»-nd cFm»H- Hw>H-vy,
b>-dd>-ng h>-r 9=k f>-rth, > spr-us?-, frr-m H>m=>-n>- Hnd frH-m th»)-
ma-unt>->+ns Hf th ->-p>-rds; H-nd th> s)-ul sH+->Fm)-d t HnswH-r
w-th th)- s-m»- n>-ud>-bl>- v>-2-c-, surr-nd>-r>ng h-rsH-If: Hnt)r
ub - - m - ¢ 2-mmHr b Hur,

Tho=s »=d>-> -f surr>-nd>-r h>-d > p>r>-I1>-us H-ttr-ct>>n f-r h-s
m>-nd n>w tho-t h- It h>-s s»-ul b>s>t H»-ncH> H-g>-n by th)-
F-ns-stH-nt v--c-s H-f th)- flH-sh wha-ch b>-g>-n t- murmur t- h»-m
2-g>--n dur’-ng h=s pra-y>-rs »-nd m>-d>-t>-t>->-ns. »-t g»-v>- h»-m »-n
»-nt-ns>- sH-nsH- H-f prwH-r - kno-w th>-t h>- c)-uld, by »- so-ngl>- »-ct
H-f c-nsH-nt, H-n > m>FmH-nt H-f th>-ught, und>>- Il th-t h>- h>-d d>-n»-.
HY> s»>m>-d t9- 1 - fI-2)-d slH-wly H-dv-ncH+ng t-w>-rds h-s
n>-k>-d -2t H-nd > b wr-t>-ng -r th)- f-rst fH->-nt t-m»H-d
N30 1)-5s WH-v)-12-t - t-uch h-s f-v)-r)-d sk-n. Th-n, H-Im=)-st H-t
th=)- »-nst-nt H-f th-t t-uch, H-Im=-st H-t th- v-rg>- »-f s-nful cH>-ns>-nt,
h=- f)>-und h>>ms>-If st>-nd>-ng f>-r »-w>>-y fr-m th>- fI->-d up>n - dry
sh-r)-, s»v)-d by = sudd>n »-ct »>f th- wHIl Hr > sudd>n
H-j-cul»-t-n; H-nd, sFHH>ng thy» sF+IvH-r [H-n)- Hf th- fI--d fH-r
FwHy +nd bH>g)-nnH-ng H-gFHn Hts skH>w FdvI-nc)- tHwH-rds h)-s
-2-t, 2= n>w thr-1l - pH-wH-r H-nd sH-t)-sfH-ct>->-n sh>->-k h>-s s»-ul
t)- kn2-w th)-t h}- h-d n2-t y>->-1d>-d n>-r und>-n>- H-Il.

Wh»-n h»- h2-d D-lud>-d th>- fI--d - t>mpt>-t->-n m>-ny t-m>-s >-n
th-s w2~y h)- gr-w tr)-ubl)-d »-nd w-nd>-r)-d wh>-th>-r th- gr)-c»-
wh2-ch h?- h-d r)-fus?-d t)- I)-s- w>-s n)-t b>--ng fH-Ich>-d fr-m h>-m
[2-tt1)- by I2-tt1)-. Th= cl=-r c-rtm-tud>- »-f h>-s H>-wn >mmun»-ty gr-w
d>-m H-nd t)- -t succH--d>-d H- v-gu)- --r th-t h)-s s)-ul h>-d r->-Illy
P>112-n unPFw>-r)-s. >t wr-s wH-th d)-ff>-culty th»-t h>- wn b»-ck h)-s
»-1d c-nsc)--usn=)-ss H-f h)-s st)-t- »H-f gro-c)- by t>-11"-ng h>>-ms>-If th-)-t
h- h-d pra-y»-d t3 G-d H-t »-vI-ry t>mpt>-t>->-n »-nd th»-t th- grH-c»-



wh-ch h? h>-d pr»-y>-d f»r must h-v> b>>n gH>vH+n t> h)»m
H-n>-smuch s G>d wH-s H»-blH-g>-d t3- gH-vI- H-t. Th- v-ry fra-qu-ncy
H-nd v-)-1-nc)- H-f tFmptI-t>--ns sh-w-d hm H-t I)-st th)- truth H-f
wh>-t h- h-d h>-2-rd »-b>-ut th- tr)->-1s H-f th>)- s»--nts. FrH-qu-nt H-nd
Vo= 1-nt t-mpt)-t)--ns w-r- = pro-H-f tho-t th)- c)-t>-d>-1 H-f th)-
s-ul ho-d na-t £)-11-n H-nd th>-t th- d>-v>-1 r-g>-d - m>-k>- -t -l

H»-ft»-n wh>-n h>- h>)-d c)-nf)-ss?-d h>-s d>-ubts »-nd scrupl>-s, s>+m»>-
m>=m-ntH-ry FnI-ttnt>H-n -t pry-y>H-r, > m*FvI>mH-nt Hf tr-vI-H-I
»-ng=-r -n h-s sH-ul, »-r - subtl> w-Ifuln=-ss H-n sp>->-ch »-r H-ct, h»-
w>-s b)-dd>-n by h>-s c>nf-ssr > n>+-m=- s>Fm>- sH-n Hf h)-s p)-st
2= b)) >bsH-lut>>n wHs g>vI>n h>-m. H> n)»mH)-d H-t wH-th
hum=-12-ty »nd sh>»m=>- >nd rFpH>+nt>d Hf >t H>ncH+ mIr). -t
hum=-12-2-t)-d »-nd sh-m=>-d h»m t)- th"-nk th-t h»- w>-uld n>-v>-r b>)-
fr-2-d frr-m -t wh-lly, h=wHvH-r h)-1D-ly h)- mght ID-v) Hr
Wh=t-vo-r va-rtum-s H-r pH-rf>-ct->-ns h-- m-ght H-tt}--n. - r)-stl>-ss
f--12-ng H-f gu -1t wH-uld »-lw>-ys b~ pr)-s>-nt wo-th h»-m: h- w»-uld
c-nf)ss H»nd rrpr+nt >+nd b HFbsriv)-d, cInfHss Hnd r)-pHnt
H-g->n H-nd b HbsH+IvI-d g )--n, fru-tl-ssly. PH-rhd-ps th-t f)-rst
h-sty c-nf¥-ss?->-n wrung fr-m h>-m by th- f»>-r H-f h>-1l h>-d n)-t
b-2-n g->-d? P>-rh-ps, c»-ncH-rn-d H-nly fH-r h-s >-mm=>-n>-nt d>->-m,
h>- h>-d n?-t h)-d s-ncH-r)- sH-rr-w -r h-s s9-n? But th>)- sur)-st s»-gn
tho-t h>-s c>nf>-ss>>n h>-d b>>n g>>d »-nd th>-t h>- h)-d h>-d
snc-r srrerw Br h)-s s9-n wa-s, - kn-w, th- -m>-ndm=>-nt H-f
h-s -~

— v ) >mI*-nd>-d my -, h-v>- H- nH-t? h)- Hsk)-d h)-msH-If.

Th= d2)-r)-ctd-r st>>-d H-n th »mbr-sur) H>f th>- wnd>w, h>-s
b2-ck t- th>- )-ght, [9--n"-ng »-n H-Ib>-w »-n th>- br)-wn cr-ssbl>-nd,
H-nd, s 2= sp-k>- »-nd sm-12-d, sl>-wly d»-ngl=-ng »-nd I»->-p>-ng th>-
c-rd H-f th- »-th>-r bl>-nd, St-ph>>-n st>>-d b>-f>-r) h-m, f-11»-w>-ng
f-r 2= m>»m>-nt wi-th h-s »-y>-s th»- wH»n>-ng »-f th»- I-ng summ»>-r
d-yl)-ght H-b>-v)- th- r--fs H-r th- slH-w d>-ft m>-v>m-nts H-f th>)-
pro--stly f»-ng»-rs. Th- pra->-st’s ¢ w>-s »-n t>-t-1 sh>-d>-w, but th»)-
w-n=-ng d>-yl-ght fr-m b>-h>-nd h>-m t>-uch»-d th>- d>->-ply gr->->-v>-d
t>-mpl-s »-nd th>)- curv>)-s »-f th- skull. St>-ph>-n -11">-w>-d H-Is?>- w»-th
h-s -2-rs th- H-ccI-nts H-nd H-nt>-rvI-Is H-f th)- pra-)-st’s v»-cH H-s



h- sp-k>- gr-v-ly »-nd cH-rd>->-lly H-f »-nd>-ff>-r>-nt th>-m>-s, th)-
v-c-t>-n wha-ch ha-d just »-nd>-d, th»- cH>-lI=-g>s »f th Hrd>-r
»-br-"-d, th- tr-nsf-r)-nc)- H-f mI>-st>-rs. Th- gra-v>- »-nd cH-rd>-»-I
Vo w-nt -n s-ly w-th H-ts t>-19- >-nd Hn th pHrus)-s
St+ph-n It b)-und t> s>+t >+t >+n H+g>>+n wHth r)spr-ctful
qu-st>-ns. H>- kn-w th>-t th>- t>-1"- w>-s »- pro-lud-- »-nd h>-s m=>-nd
w-t-d f-r th- sH-quI-I. >vI-r s9-ncd- th)- m-ssH-g»- H-f summ=-ns
h-d c-m»- f-r h"-m fr-m th>)- d>-r)-ct>-r h»-s m>-nd h--d struggl>-d t-
f-nd th>- m>->-n>-ng H-f th>- m=-ss>-g=-; »-nd, dur)-ng th>>- I-ng r>-stl>-ss
t>»m=>- h>- h)-d st Hn th> cHlID-g> pHri-ur wrH-t)»ng fHr th)-
d-r-ct-r t cm>- -n, h-s H-y>-s h>-d w-nd>-r>-d fr>-m »-n>- sH-b>-r
p-ctur’- - H-n>-th>-r H-r)-und th>- w>-lIs »>-nd h>-s m>-nd w>-nd>-r>-d
fr-m »-n=- gu-ss t H>n>-th>-r unt>-1 th- m>->-n>-ng H-f th>»- summ=-ns
h-d H-Im>-st b)-c>+m>- cl)--r. Th-n, just Hs h>- wHs wsh-ng th)-t
sFm- unfrr)-sH>+n crus> morght pr-v-nt th- dI-r>-ct>r frrm
c>-m=-ng, h"- h"-d h=>-rd th>- h>-ndl»- H-f th)- d>--r turn-ng H-nd th>)-
sw>-sh H-f - sH-ut)-n>-.

Th- d-r-ct>r h>-d b>-gun t- sp>->k »-f th D>»m=>-n>-cHn H-nd
Fr-nc-sc-n H-rd>-rs »-nd Hf th- frr->-ndsh>-p bIFtwH>>n sH»>nt
Th>m>-s Hnd s»F>nt BHnd)vHIntur)-. Th) CHpuch)n drd-ss, h)-
th"-ught, w2-s r-th-r t)->-....

St-ph>-n’s -c)- g-v>- b-ck th- pr->-st’s »-ndulg>-nt sm=>-1"- »-nd,
-t b->-ng H-nx>>>-us t>- gH-v> »-n Hprn>r>-n, h>- mI)-d>- > slH-ght
dub”-t>-t>-v> m>-v>-m>>nt w-th h>-s [9-ps.

— b>-1»vI-, crntdnud-d th- dI-rI-ctd-r, th)-t th-r- H-s sH+m>-
t>-1k n>-w >m>-ng th CH-puch)-ns thms>+Iv>-s H+f d>>ng »wHy
w-th -t -nd f-11"-w>-ng th>- »-x>mpl>- H-f th- H-th>-r Fr-ncH-scH-ns.

— supp-s tho-y w>-uld rm-t>>-n -t H-n th- cl>>-stH>rs? sH»>-d
St)-ph»-n.

—) Crt-nly, s-d th- d-rI-ctH-r. F-r th)- clD-stI-r -t H-s -l
r-ght but f-r th- str)-"-t - r-)-lly th-nk 2t wo-uld b}~ bd)-tt-r t- d>-
Wy w-th H-t, d-n’t y>-u?

—)-t must b~ tr)-ubl-s)»m>D-, - H»mI>-gH-n>)-.

—-f c)-urs)- -t s, >f c)-urs?-. Just >m=>-g>+n>- wh-n > ws »-n
B-lg»-um - us?>d t> s> th»m -ut cycl>ng H>+n Il k)»nds H-f
w--th-r w-th th)-s th--ng up H-b>-ut th>->-r kn>->-s! -t w-s r->-lly
ry-d>-cul”-us. L= jup s, tho-y c-1l th-m »-n B>-1g=>-um.



Th- va-w-1 wd-s s m>-d>-f>-2-d »-s t- b~ H-nd>-st)-nct.

—Wh»-t d- tho-y cH-1l th’-m?

—L s jupAs.

—)-!

Stph-n sm*-12-d H-g>>+n Hn HnswHr t)- th)- sm>-1) wh-ch h)-
cH-uld n-t s> H-n th- pra->-st’s sh-d>»w»-d f-c)-, Hts >mH>-g>- H-r
sp-ctr> -nly p-ss>+ng r>-p>-dly H-cr)-ss h»s mH>nd s th)- IDw
do-scr--t F-cc-nt 11 up>-n h>-s H-r. H> gH>z)-d cH>Imly b)-fHr)-
h-m »-t th>- w-n"-ng sky, gl»-d H-f th- c -1 H-f th- H»-v)-n)-ng »-nd H-f
th>- f>-nt y>-11"-w gl=»-w wh>-ch h>-d th>- t»-ny fI>m»- k>-ndl>-ng up>-n
h-s ch”->-k.

Th= n-m»=s > H-rt)-cl-s H-f dr-ss w2-rn by w>-m>-n H-r H-f c)-rt>--n
s-ft -nd d>-17-c)-t)- stuffs us-d »-n th>-"-r m>-k>-ng brr-ught H-lw>>-ys
t)- h)-s m-nd >~ dH-I19-c )t H-nd sH+nful pH-rfum=-. »-s »- by h)- h>-d
F»-m>-g>-n-d th>- r>->-ns by whd-ch h-rsHs H-r)- dr-vI-n »-s si»-nd>-r
s>-1k>-n b>-nds »-nd H-t sh-ck>-d h»m t)- -1 -t Str)-dbr->)-k-- th)-
gr-2-sy -)-th-r H-f h-rn-ss. H-t h-d sh-ck)-d h>-m, t9-2-, wh>-n h)-
h-d -1t £9-r th- f-rst t»-m>- b>-n>->-th h-s tr>-mul’-us fH-ng»-rs th)-
bra-ttl- t)-xtur- - - w»m=-n’s st>-ck>-ng f-r, rH-t>->-n">-ng n>-th>-ng
»-f -1l h"- r->-d sH-v>- th)-t wh-ch s»->m>-d t- h-m »H-n H-ch>- »-r »-
pro-pha-cy -f h)-s Dwn st>t)-, Ht wIs >nly »m>-d sH>+ftwH-rd>-d
phro=s7-s H-r wo-th-n r)-s)-s)-ft stuffs th-t h- d>-r)-d t>- cH-ncHr-»-v>-
=T th>- s2-ul H-r b-dy H-f »- w>m=>-n m>-v>-ng w>-th t>nd>-r I)-)-.

But th?- phr)-s2- »-n th>~ pra->-st’s I)-ps w-s d>-s>-ng>-nu-us fH>-r h>-
kn"-w th2-t - pr)-»-st sh-uld n)-t sp?->-k I2-ghtly »-n th>-t th»-m»-. Th>)-
phr-s9- h2-d b>-)-n sp>-k>-n 1H-ghtly wo-th d>-s>gn »-nd h)- f)-It th-t
h-s f-c> w-s b>-)ng s>>-rch)-d by th>- Hy>s H-n th)- sh)-d>w.
Wha=t-v>)-r h- h-d h=2-rd »-r r)-)-d H-f th- cr)-ft )-f j)-su-ts h- h-d
put »-s-d>- fr-nkly »-s n>-t b>-rn>- »-ut by h>-s D-wn »-xp>-r>-nc-.
H>-s m»-std-rs, H>v>+n whdn th>-y h)-d n)t H-ttr)-ct)-d h)>m, h)-d
P rmH-d - hr-m HlwHys Hnt-1ID-gH-nt Hnd s r)>--us pr-)-sts,
H-thID-t)-c -nd h-gh-spH>-r>-t>-d pr)-f)-cts. H>- th)-ught H-f th’-m s
m>-n wh>- w>-sh>-d th>->-r b>-d>->-s br)-skly wr-th c-Id w>H-t>-r »-nd
w-r- cln c)-ld 19-n>-n. Dur)-ng >l th- y>-2-rs h>- h>-d ID-v>-d
»m)-ng thm >n Cl-ng>rw>s »nd H>+n BIvI-dr>r)» h) h)d
r-c--va-d H-nly tw- p-nd>->-s H-nd, th-ugh th>-s2- h>-d b>->-n d>-H-It
h>»m 2-n th?>~ wr)-ng, h?>- kn?>w th>-t h?)> h)d >-ft)>n D-scHpr-d



pun>-shm=-nt. Dur)-ng -l th>-s>- y>->-rs h>- h>-d nH>+vI>r h>->-rd frH-m
»-ny - h-s m-st)-rs - fI-pp>-nt w-rd: Dt wH-s th>-y wh>- h)-d t»-ught
h-m chra-st)-"-n d>-ctr)-n>- »-nd urg?>-d h>-m t- [D-v> > g>--d [H>-f>)-
“-nd, wh>-n h>~ h2-d f-112-n »-nt>)- gr->-v>-us s-n, H>t wr-s th>-y wh-
h-d 19-d h>-m b?-ck t- gr)-c?-. Th)-r pr)-s>+nc) h)-d m>-d> h>-m
d-ff¥-d>-nt H-f h-»-msH+-If wh>-n h)- w-s H muff H-n Cl-ng>-w»-s H-nd -t
h»-d m=>-d>- h»m d>-ff>-d>-nt H-f h+-ms>-If 15>~ wh>-I1"- h>- h>-d h>-Id
h-s H-qud-vI-c-1 pH-sH-t-n H-n BIIvI-dH>-r)-. H- cnstH-nt sH+nsH- H-f
th=-s h"~d r=-m=->-n"-d w>-th h»-m up t- th>~ [?-st y>=-r »-f h-s sch)-»-I
D>, H>» h)-d n>v-r H-nc) dr-s>-b>»y>-d »r HliH-w>-d turbul-nt
crmpH>n>>ns t)> sHduck+ h>+m frr-m hd>s h>b>+t Hf qu- -t
H-b-d>->-ncd-; H-nd, >-v>n whd-n h- d)-ubt)-d sH+m>- st>t>+m>-nt H-f
D m-stdr, h)- h-d n>vIr prd-sum-d t d>-ubt H-pH-nly. LI-t)-ly
s>rm)- H-f th-)-r judg>m=-nts h-d s>+-und>-d »- [H-ttl>- ch>-ld>-sh »-n
h=-s H-2-rs »-nd h>-d m>-d>- h>>m -1 »- r-gro-t »-nd p>-ty s th»-ugh
h2= w-r)- slm-wly p?-ss2-ng »-ut H-f H-n H-ccust>m=>-d w-rld »-nd w-r>-
h=2-r)-ng H-ts I-ngur-g>- f)-r th- [D-st t>m»-. »-n>- d>-y wh>-n s»-m»)-
b>-ys h>-d go-th>-r)-d rd-und - pr)->-st und>-r th>- sh>-d n>->-r th)-
ch2»p>-1, h=- h-d h>=>-rd th>- pr)->-st sH-y:

— b)) tha-t L-rd Ma-c-ul-y w-s - m>-n wh>- pr)-b>-bly
N-va-r crmm-tt)-d D= m)-rt-1 s-n H-n h>-s D, th>-t H-s t) sHy, »
d)-1-b-r)-t mI-rt)-1 sH-n.

S»m- H-f th- b>-ys h-d th>-n H-sk>-d th- pry->-st H-f V-ct>-r Hug»-
W-r- no-t th- gr-"-t-st Fr)-nch wr)-t2-r. Th- pro->-st h»-d H>-nsw>-r>-d
th-t V>)>-ct>-r Hug=>- h>-d n>)-v>)-r wra-tt>-n h>)-If s~ w>-Il wh>-n h»- h>-d
turn-d -g>->-nst th~ church s h- h)-d wr-tt>n wh>n h) whs »-
cH-th>-1)-c.

—But th>-r »-r> ma-ny H>m>n)nt Fry-nch cr)-t)-cs, sH+>d th)
pr-"-st, wh- c»ns)-d>-r th-t H>-v>n V>H-ctdr Hug?-, gr->-t s h)-
c-rt>nly wd-s, hd-d n)t s pur> > Frd-nch sty s LI-uds
Va-u-11)-t.

Th»- t>-ny fI=-m>- wh>-ch th>~ pr>---st’s H-1lus>->-n h>-d k>-ndI>-d up>-n
St2-ph=-n’s ch’--k h-d sunk d=~wn -g>--n »-nd h-s »-y>-s wH-r>- st
»x-d c-Imly H-n tho- c-12-url»)-ss sky. But »-n unr>)-st-ng d>-ubt fl-w
ha-th”-r -nd th>-th-r b>f+r> hI)s mH>+nd. MI>sk>+-d mI>Fm>H-r)>-s
p>-ss-d qu-ckly b>f>r)>- h»+-m: h>» r>-c>gnds>d scH+n)s »-nd
p-rsns y-t h- whs crnscr-us thd-t h>- h)d PF>-1)-d )
p-re--v- sH-m- vt c-rcumst-ncd- H-n th-m. H)- sH-w h»-msH-If



w-1k>-ng »-b=-ut th>~ gr)-unds w>-tch>-ng th>- sp>-rts -n Cl-ng>w»-s
»-nd H»-t>ng sk>m j>m H-ut H>f hd-s cra-ckrtcHp. SH»FmH- jH-sud-ts
w-r- w-lk-ng ra-und th?- cycl--tr-ck »-n th- c>-mp>-ny H-f I-d>->-s.
Th- H-ch>->s H>+f cHrt>n HFxprr-ssH>+ns usHd H>+n ClHFngHw-s
s2-und>-d »-n r>-m>>-t>- cv>-s H-f h-s m>-nd.

H2-s 2-)-rs w-r)>- I-st>n>-ng t>- th-s) dI-st>nt D-ch>->s >+m>-d
th>- s-1-ncH- H-f th- p>-rl=-ur wh>-n h>- b-cH+m>- HwH-r)- tho-t th)-
pr-=-st w>-s H-ddr)-ss>-ng h=m -n D= d>-f>-r-nt v-)-c)-.

— s-nt F-r y>-u t-d>-y, St>-ph>-n, b>-cH-us)- > wH-sh>-d t9- spr->-k
- y-u »-n D= v I-ry H>-mp=-rt)-nt subj-ct.

—Y)>s, S
—H>-v>)- y-u Hva-r P-It tha-t y-u h)-d - vI-c-t-)-n?

St»-ph>-n p>-rt-d h>-s I-ps t- H»nsw>H-r y»-s H-nd th>»-n w>-thh>-1d th>)-
w-rd sudd>-nly. Th>- pra->-st w->-t>-d f)-r th>- »-nsw>-r »-nd »-dd>-d:

— m=>n, h-vI- y-u H=vI-r FH-1t wH-th-n y-urs?-If, »-n y»-ur s9-ul,
H- s 3 j--n th= HrdH-r? Th-nk.

— h-v )= s9-m-t>-m»-s th-ught H-f H-t, s--d St-ph->-n.

Th- pro-)-st It th)- bl-ndcH-rd -1l t)- H-n>- sH-d>- H-nd, un’)-t)-ng
h>-s h>-nds, ["-2-n>-d h>~s ch>-n gr)-v>-ly up»-n th-m, c-mmun>-ng w»-th
h-ms>-If.

—-n = crl-g>- -k th)-s, - s--d -t ID-ngth, th-r)- »-s H»n>)-
by 2r p>rh-ps tw> Hr thr-> brys whr>m GH>d cHlls - th)-
r>1-g>--us D). Such > bry s mIrk>d HHff frF-m hd-s
c-mp-n"->-ns by h?-s pH>->-ty, by th)- g>-2-d H>-x>mpl>- h)- sh>ws t)-
H-th-rs. H>= s [D-)-k>-d up t>- by th’-m; h= s ch~s>-n pH-rh>-ps s
pr-f-ct by h2-s 119w s»-d>-17-sts. »-nd y»-u, St>-ph>-n, h>-v> b>->n
such = by »n th)-s c>llD-g>-, pra-fH>-ct H-f Hur Bl-ss-d L2-dy’s
$-d>-1)-ty. PH-rh2-ps y-u H-r)- th>- b}y »-n th>-s c-117-g»- wh>-m GH-d
d>-s7-gns t- cH-1l t H>msH-If,

- str-ng n-t -f pr-d>- r-Fnfrre-ng th- gr-va-ty H-f th)-
pr-"-st’s v-"-c- m-d>- St»-ph-n’s h->-rt qur-ck>-n »-n rH-sp-ns>-.

T r-crv)- th-t co)ll, Stphd-n, s»+Hd th)- pr)--st, Fs th)-
gr)-"-t-st h)-n>-ur tho-t th- H-Im=)-ghty G»-d c*)-n b)-st»w up>-n » m>-n.
N> k-ng »-r »=mp>-r>-r 2-n th-s H->-rth h>>-s th>- p-w>-r H-f th>- pr)-)-st
>t G-d. N> ng>-1 Hr »-rch>-ng>-1 H>n h>>vIn, n)> s»>+nt, nH-t
»-v-n th)- BI-ss-d V-rg-n ha-rs)-If, h-s th)- pr-w>H-r H-f »- pry--)-st
- G-d: th- p-w>-r H-f th- k-ys, th)- pw>-r t)- b>-nd »H-nd t- |>-)-s)-



fr-m so-n, th= prw>H-r H-f Hx+rc-sm, th- pFw»H-r t c-st H-ut fr>-m
th=- cr-)-turd-s >-f G-d th- vl spP-rH-ts th-t h-v> prwH-r H-vH-r
th-m; th~ p>w>-r, th- H-uthH-r-ty, > mI>-k> th)- gr>->-t GH-d Hf
H>="-v>-n c-m>- d>-wn up-n th>- H-1t)-r »-nd t)-k»- th>- f-rm »-f br>->-d
-nd w-n>-. Wha-t H-n H-wful pH-w>-r, St-ph=-n!

2 fl-m»- b-g>-n t>- flutt>r H-g>->-n H-n St>-ph>-n’s ch>->-k »-s h>)-
h-"-rd 2-n th>)-s pr)-ud H-ddr>-ss >-n »-ch>~ H-f h>-s H-wn pr-ud mus>-ngs.
H>-w -ft>-n h>-d h>- s9--n h-msH-If »-s - pro->-st wr-»>-ld>-ng c>-Imly
»-nd humbly th>- H-wful p?>-w»-r H>-f wh-ch H-ng>-Is »-nd s?»--nts st->-d
=n r-v-r-ncH-! HD-s sH-ul h-d [9-v-d t- mus>- »-n sH-cr)-t »-n th)-s
d>-s?»r>-. H> h)-d s?--n h-msH-If, - y?>-ung »-nd sH»I>-ntmI>+nn>-rH-d
pro--st, nt>r>ng > crnfrssrn)l swH-ftly, »-scnd-ng th>)-
-1t)-rst)-ps, H-ncH-ns>+-ng, g-nuflH-ctH-ng, H-ccHmpl>-sh>-ng th>- v>-gu>-
»-cts - th- pr)-»-sth>->-d wh>)-ch plI->-s3-d h-m by r)--s)n H-f th-)-r
sF+mbl>-ncH Hf r-)-I12-ty H-nd H-f th->-r d>-st>+nc>- fr-m H-t. H-n th)-t
d>m - wh>-ch h>- h>-d I)-v>-d thr)-ugh »-n h»-s mus?-ngs h»- h»-d
F-ssum-d th>- v »->-c)-s H-nd g?-stur’>s wh>-ch h- h>-d nH»-t>-d w-th
V-r=9-us pra-)-sts. H)= ha-d b-nt h2-s kn->- s»-d>-w>-ys [k~ such »-
»-n-, )= h2-d sh)-k2-n th)- thur)-bl~ H-nly sl?-ghtly -k~ such - »-n>-,
h-s ch2-subl?- h>-d swung 2-p>-n I"-k>- th)-t H-f such »-n>-th>-r »-s h»)-
turnm-d t th>- H-1t>-r »-g>->n H-ft>-r h-v>ng bl»-ss>-d th> pr>->-pl>)-.
H-nd H-b)-v> 1l H-t h-d plH->-s>+d h>-m t- -1l th)- sH-c-nd plH-c)-
2-n th-s- d>m sc-n=-s H-f h>-s »m>-g>-n>ng. H>- shra-nk fr-m th>)-
do-gn-ty Hf c»I>-br-nt bIrcHus) Ht dIFspldH+sH+d h)rm )
Fma-g>-n)- th-t -1l th- v-gud> prmp shr-uld »>-nd D>n h>s Hwn
p-rs-n H-r th)-t th- r-tud-1 sha-uld »D-ss-gn t9- h>»=m s> cl>->-r »-nd
n>-1 D-n H-ff>-c)-. H>- 1D-ng>-d f-r th-» m>-n>-r sH-cro-d H-ff»-c)-s, tH-
b~ v-st-d w»-th th>- tun-cl- »-f subd>--c-n H-t h-gh m»-ss, t9- st>-nd
F1-f fr-m th- H-1t-r, P-rgo-tt)-n by th>- p>->-pl?-, ho-s sha-uld>-rs
c-VvI-r-d w-th D= hum>-r-I v->-1, h"-ld>-ng th- p2-t>n wH-th>-n H-ts
f-1ds »-r, wh>-n th>>- s2-cro->-c>- h>>-d b>->-n »-cc>mpl>-sh>-d, t)- st>-nd
=S dD-cn Hn H- dFImI-t)-c H-f cl-th H-f g»-Id -n th- st>-p bH>-1P>w
th"- c>-1)-br)-nt, h-s h)-nds j»->+n>-d >nd h)s f>cH> t>wH-rds th)-
p>>-pl)-, >+nd sH-ng th- ch)-nt, 2t mpssy- st Ff H+vIHr h)- h)-d
$9--n h-msH-If c-1-br-nt H-t w>-s »-s H-n th)- p>-ctur)-s H-f th- m>-ss
F-n h-s ch-ld’s m>-ssb»->-k, »-n »- church wH-th?)-ut w-rsh-pp>-rs,
v fr thd- H+ngH-l Hf th)- sH-cr)-fH-cH-, -t > bIr)» Hltd-r, H-nd
sP-rv-d by H-n H-cH-lytd- scH-rcH-ly m>-r)- b>-y>-sh th>-n h-msH-If. »-n



v-gu- scrxtrc-l - s-cr-ma-nt)-l -cts -1-n- hs o w-ll
s>rm-d dr-wn - g -rth t- -ncHr-untH-r r--1)-ty; »-nd H-t w-s
p-rtly tho- 2-bsH>+nc > H-n H-pp>>nt>-d -t wh-ch h-d Hlw)-ys
c-nstr>>-n>-d h>m t> n)-ct>>+n whr-th>-r h> h>-d >lI=-wHd
s>12-nc)- - cvA-r ho=s H-ngH-r H-r prr-d>- H-r h>-d suff>-r>-d »-nly »-n
F-mbra-c>- h- [9-ng>-d t- gH-v>)>-.

H>- I-stn>-d -n rv-r-nt s»1ncr nrw t th- pry-)-st’s
»-pp>--1 2-nd thr)-ugh th>- w>-rds h>- h>--rd H-vn m=>-r)- d>-st>-nctly
» v)c) b)ddHng hd»m Hppry--ch, H+ffHrH+ng h»m sHcri-t
kn"-wli?-dg>- H-nd sH-cro-t p-w-r. HH>- w-uld kn-w th>-n wh>-t w>-s th>)-
s9-n H-f S»Fm>-n M-gus H-nd wh>-t th>- s-n »-g>->-nst th>- HI-ly Gh>)-st
f-r wh-ch th)-r)- w>-s n?)- f-rg"-v>n>-ss. H> w>-uld kn?-w »-bscur>)-
th-ngs, h>-dd>-n fr-m »-th>-rs, fr>-m th>-s> wh> w>-r)- c-ncHr-»-v>-d
»-nd b>-rn ch>-ldr-n »-f wra-th. H>- w>-uld kn?-w th>- s-ns, th>>- s>-nful
I"?-ng"-ngs »-nd s-nful th-ughts »-nd s»-nful H-cts, H-f H-th>-rs, h’->-rH-ng
th-m murmur?)-d J-nt- h)-s >--rs -n th>- c>nfIssH>n>-1 und>-r th>-
sh-m»- H»-f > d>-rk>n>-d ch?-p>-I by th)- I-ps >+f wrm>-n »nd H+f
g»-rls; but r-nd=>-r3-d »-mmun>- myst>-r->-usly 2t h=>-s H-rd>-n>-t>>-n by
th- >mp>-s>+t>>+n Hf hdnds, h>s s>+ul wHuld prss Hg>>n
unc-nt>m-n)-t-d t- th- whr-t- p->-c)- H-f th- »-1t-r. N>~ t)-uch
»-f s»n w-uld ID-ng>-r up?n th?- h)-nds w>-th wh-ch h)» w>-uld
D-19-v>-t)- -nd br)--k th- h)-st; n- t-uch H-f s9-n wH-uld [H-ng>-r H-n
h>-s I)-ps H-n pro-y>-r t- m>-k>- h-m H->-t H-nd dr-nk d>-mn>-t>->-n t)-
h»-ms>-If n"-t d>-sc-rn>-ng th>- b-dy H-f th"- L>-rd. H>- w>-uld h>-Id h>)-s
s-cr-t kn-wilD-dg- »-nd s2-cro-t p-w>-r, b>--ng s s+-nl)-ss s th>)-
“»-nn=>-cH-nt, >-nd h>- w>-uld b - pr-»-st f-r -v>-r »-ccr-rd>-ng t>- th-
2-rd>-r »>-f M»-Ich»-s»-d»-c.

—> Wl Hfr up my ma-ss trm>rr-w m-rnH-ng, sH+->d th)-
d-r-ct-r, tha-t H>-Im>-ghty G>-d m>>-y r-v->-1 t3- y=-u H>-s h>-ly wH-Il.
H-nd -t y»-u, Stph>n, m*k) - nFvHn> t> y>ur h)-ly pH-trn
s--nt, th)- f-rst m-rtyr, wh>- s v-ry pH-w»-rful wH-th G>-d, th)-t GH-d
m=-y -nl=-ght-n y>-ur m=-nd. But y>-u must b~ qu>-t>- sur>-, St»-ph»-n,
th-t y>-u h2=v) = v-c)-t>-n b-cH-usH -t wa-uld b~ t-rr)-bl>- H-f
y2-u f-und H-ft)-rw>-rds th-t y>-u h--d n)»-n>-. H-nc)- - pry-H-st H-lwH-ys
D pr>--st, r-m-mbd-r. Yur c>td-chdsm t-lls ydu th)-t th)
sy-cryrm>-nt H-f HIly HrdH>rs s »n> >f th-s>» wh>-ch cHn b)-
r=c>v-d Hnly ncH> bHcHus) -t H»mprd-nts Hn th) sHul H»n
-nd>-12-b1- sp-r)-tu-1 m-rk wh-ch c-n n-v>-r b= HffH-cH-d. H-t )5



b)-f)-r) y)-u must wr>gh wHIl, nHt HFftdr. Ht H>s > sHI»mn
qua-st--n, Stph>-n, b)-cI-usd)- Hn Ht mI>y d>-p>-nd th)- s)-IlvH)-t>>-n
=T y2-ur H>-t-rm>-1 sH-ul. But w»- w1l pro-y t- GH-d t-g>-th>)-r.

H>- h>-Id »-p>-n th>- h>->-vy h-1l d>->-r H-nd g=>-v>- h>-s h>-nd »-s H-f
- H-dy - > crFmpHnd>+n Hn th> sprr-tud-l D). St>pho)-n
p>-sso-d D-ut »-n t>- th wr-d>- pl-tfH-rm »-b>-v>- th- st>-ps H-nd w»-s
c-nsc>-H-us Hf thd= coFr¥ss H+f mH>-Id HvI-nIng H>>r. THwHrds
F-ndI>-t-r’s church »- qua-rt>-t »-f y>-ung m>-n w>-r>- str-d>-ng »-1"-ng
w-th [9-nk-d D-rms, swa-y>-ng th>->-r h>>-ds »-nd st>-pp>>-ng t>- th)-
Fg-1- mH-1-dy - th--r )-d>-r’s crncrrtrn-. Th)- musH-c
p-ss-d H-n H-n H-nst)-nt, »-s th>- -rst b-rs H-f sudd>-n mus>-c Flw»-ys
d>-d, 2~v>-r th- f-nt)-st-c f-br-cs H-f h-s m>-nd, d>-ss>-Iv>-ng th>m
p»--niD-ssly H-nd nH»-sHID-ssly H-s - sudd>n wHv)- d)-ssH-Iv)-s th)-
s-ndbu-1t turr)-ts H-f ch>-ldr-n. Sm>-12-ng -t th- tr-v -1 H»>-r h)-
r->s>d h>-s F+y>s t9 th) pr-)-st’s f-c> H-nd, s>>>ng H»n >+t »
m>-rthi)-ss r)-fl-ct>>n H-f th>- sunk>+n d>-y, dI-t>-ch?-d h>-s h)-nd
si-wly wh»-ch h=-d »-cqu->-sc)-d f-2-ntly -n th>-t c-mp>>-n=>-nsh>-p.

s h- d>-sc-nd>-d th>- st>-ps th»- H>mpr>-ss>->-n wh>-ch »-ff>-c>-d
h-s tr-ubl-d s>-Ifcr-mmuna->n wd-s th)-t Hf - m-rthi)-ss m-sk
r-fl=-ct-ng 2~ sunk>-n d>-y fro-m th>>- thr)-sh>-Id »-f th>- c)-11"-g>-. Th)-
sh-d>-w, th-n, H-f th- - > th- c-112-g> pH-ss-d grr-vI-ly H»-vH-r
h-s c-nscH--usn)-ss. H»t wHrs > grrv> H»nd Hrd>»rH>d Hnd
pssr-nld-ss - th-t HwHr»-t>+-d hrm, > P> wH-th)-ut
m-t>r-1 crrr-s. H)» wr-nd>-r-d h-w h)- w>-uld p-ss th- f-rst
n>-ght »-n th>- n-v)-t>--t)- »-nd wH-th wh>-t d>-sm>-y h>- w>-uld wr-k>-
th>- f)-rst m>-rn>-ng »-n th>> d>-rm>-t>-ry. Th>>- tr-ubl>-ng »-d»-ur H-f th>)-
[7-ng cH-rr-d>-rs H-f Cl-ng>w>-s c»-m>- b-ck t9- h>»-m »-nd h>- h>->-rd
th>)- d-scr-2-t murmur H-f th- burn’-ng g»-sfl>-m>-s. H-t H-nc)- frIm
FvHry pH-rt -f h)s bI>)ng unrd-st bIgrn t> Hred-dHFH-t)-. D)
f»v-rd-sh qud-ck>-n>-ng H-f ho-s pulsH>s f-11-w>-d, >-nd > dI-n Hf
m=--n"-ngl-ss wH-rds dr-v:>- h-s r»->-sH»n>-d th)-ughts h>-th-r »-nd
th>-th>-r c-nfus’-dly. H>-s lungs d>-12-t>-d »-nd s»-nk »-s »-f h- w>H-r)-
H-nh>-12-ng > wHrm m)-st unsust>>n)ng H>FHr H>nd hH» smHIt
g >+n th> m>st wH+rm H>r whdch hung H-n th> bI)-th »n
Cl?-ng"»-w»-s Fb>-v>)- th- slugg=-sh turfcH-1-urd-d wH-t)-r.

S»m>- Hnst-nct, wr-kIng -t th-s> m>»m>-rH->-s, strr-ng>-r th>-n
H-ducH-t>--n H-r pH-I-ty, qur-ckrn-d wH-th>-n h-m -t H-v-ry n)->H-r
»-ppro-2-ch t9- th-t 19>, H-n Hnst>nct subtl> H-nd h)-st>-19-, Hnd



H-rm=-d h>»-m »-g=>->-nst H-cqu->-scH>+nc-. Th)- ch -1l H-nd H-rd>-r H-f th)-
- r>p>-11m-d h-m. HD- s-w ha-msH-If r)-s2-ng »-n th>- c)-I1d - th)-
m>-rn>-ng H-nd f>1"-ng d>+wn w>-th th>- Hth)-rs t »>-rly m>-ss »-nd
try’-ng v ->nly t> struggh)> w-th h-s pr>-y>-rs H-g>>nst th)-
f--nt>-ng sH-ckn>-ss H-f h>-s stFm=-ch. HD>- s»w h-msH-If sH-tt)-ng -t
d-nn>-r wa-th th- crmmunr-ty >-f - cH+lID-g>-. Wha-t, th)-n, h>-d
b-c-m»- H-f th-t d>->-pr->-t>-d shyn?-ss H-f h>-s wh-ch h)-d m>-d>-
h>»m [9-th t)- -t »-r dro-nk und>-r »- str-ng>- r->-? Wh>-t h»-d c>-m»-
> th> pr-d> >-f h>-s spH>r)>-t wh-ch h)-d HIlwrys mI>d>» h>m
c-ne- v h-msH-If D-s 2= b--ng H-pH-rt H-n H-v-ry H-rd>-r?

Th>- R>-v>-r-nd St-ph>-n D»-d>-lus, S. J.

H>-s n-m»- »-n tha-t n-w - [9-)-p>-d H-nt>- cha-rH-ctH-rs b»-f>-r)-
h-s >y>-s H-nd t9- It th>-r)- P-11-w-d - m»Fnt>1 sH+-nsH-t>>-n H-fH>-n
und>=f>»n>-d f-c» Hr c>-1D-ur H-f - f)-c)-. Th)- cI12-ur fH-d>-d »-nd
b-c-m»- strd-ng [~k H- ch"-ng>-ng gl»-w H-f p>-117-d brd-ck r-d. W>-s
»-t th) r-w r)-dd>-sh gl?-w h>- h>-d s H-ft+n s»>n H»n wIntry
m>-rn-ngs >+n th)>- sh-v)-n gH-lis H-f th)- pr->-sts? Th)- fc) wHhs
-y »-1P-ss nd sH-urfH-vH-urd-d H-nd d>-v>-ut, sh)-t w-th p-nk t9-ng>-s
T suff-c-t-d »-ng>-r. W>-s H-t n-t - m»-nt>-I spH-ctr)- »-f tho- f)-c)-
T -n- -f th)- j2-sud-ts wh-m s-m»- - tho- b-ys c-11m-d L>-nt>-rn
J¥-ws F-nd H-th>-rs F-xy CH»mpb>-II?

H>- w»-s p-ss-ng H-t th)-t m>»m»>-nt b>->-r)- th>- j-su>-t h-us>- H-n
Go-rd>-n>-r Str)->-t, -nd w-nd>-r>-d v>>-gu>-ly wh>-ch w>-nd>-w w»-uld
b h2=s - h)= V-1 j>--n>-d th>- »-rd>-r. Th>>-n h>- w-nd>-r>-d »-t th)-
v-gu-n"-ss H-f h)-s wH-nd>-r, -t th- r-m>>-t>+n>-ss H-f ho-s H>-wn s-ul
fr-m wha-t h)- h2)-d h?-th>-rt»- >m>+g>+n>-d h>-r sHnctud-ry, H-t th)-
fra--1 h"-1d wh>-ch s m2-ny y»=2-rs H-f H-rd>-r »-nd »-b>-d»>->-nc?>- h>-d
H-f h-m wh-n »-nc)- - d>FFn-t> H-nd H-rr-v>-c)-bld- H-ct H-f h)-s
thr--t>-n>-d t9- »H-nd f-r H-vI-r, H>-n t>m>- H>+nd H-n Ft>FrnI)-ty, h)-s
fr-)-d>m. Th) v->-c) Hf th)- dIrI-ctd-r urgH-ng up”?>n h)m th)-
pro-ud cl?-ms H-f th>- church »-nd th> myst>-ry »-nd p>w»-r »-f th)-
pro-=-stly H-ff-c- r-p--t>-d H-ts-If H-dly »-n h>-s m>m»-ry. H>-s s9-ul
WS n-t tha-r- t3- ho=>-r »-nd gr)-->-t »-t -nd h>- kn"-w n>-w th>-t th>-
H-xh-rt)-t9-2-n h)- h-d I)-st-n>-d t3- h-d H-Ir)--dy f-112-n H>-nt)- H>-n
H-dl- Prrm-1 =19, H)= wa-uld n2-v>)-r sw=-ng th=- thur-bl>- b>-f)-r)-
th- t3-b>-rn-cl)- s pr->-st. HH-s dI-st>ny w-s t)- b} Hlus)vH> H-f
sFc»1 r r>I-gHHus HrdHrs. Th> wIsdFm H+f th)- pr)--st’s
F-pp -1 dH-d n)-t tH-uch h-m > th- qur-ck. HH»= w-s d-st>n>-d t)-



[D-)-rn h>s HFwn wHsd>+m HpHrt frrm Hthd-rs Hr - [D-)+m th)-
wW-sd>-m H-f H-th>-rs h--ms>-If w-nd>-r>-ng >m=-ng th>- sn>-r>-s »-f th-)-
w-rld.

Tho= sn-r)-s H-f th>- w-rld w-r)- H-ts wr-ys H-f s9-n. H>- w»-uld -1
H>- h>-d n>-t y>-t f>-11"-n but h>>» w»>-uld -1l s-12-ntly, »-n H-n »H-nst>-nt.
N>t 0 11 w-s t-- ha-rd, t3-)- h-rd; -nd h>- -1t th)- s2-1-nt [H-ps)-
»-f h)-s s9-ul, s -t wH-uld b>- Dt $>m>>- H-nst-nt t3- cH+m=-, F-11"-ng,
f>-11-ng, but n-t y>-t f>-11-n, st>-1l unf>-11--n, but H-b-ut t>- -1

H>- cr)-ss-d th?- br)-dg>- 2-v>-r th)- str>>m H-f th)»- TH-lk)> H-nd
turn-d h-s H-y>-s c)-ldly fr D-n H-nst-nt t>w-rds th)- f)-d>-d blu)-
shry-n"- »-f th)- Bl>-ss-d V-rg>-n wha-ch st»>-d fH-wl-wH-s> H»n »-
p>-1- H-n th) mH>-ddi>- Hf H h>»-msh)>-p>-d HncHFmpmH+nt Hf pH-H-r
cH-tt-g>-s. Th-n, b>ndH>ng ) th)- IH-ft, h)- P>1>-wH-d th)>- 1H-n)-
wh2-ch IP-d up t> h?-s h?)-us)-. Th>= f)nt s)-ur stHnk H-f r)-ttH-d
c-bb2-g>-s c>m=- tw>-rds h-m fr-m th- k-tch>-n g=-rd>-ns »-n th>)-
r¥-s2-ng gr)-und F-b>-v>>- th- r-v>-r. H) sm-19-d t- th-nk th-t -t w-s
th>-s d)-s»-rd>-r, th>- m=-srul> nd cH+nfusH>>n Hf h)rs fHth)-r’s
h2-us)- -nd th)~ sthgn)-t>>-n H+f vI-g>t>-bl>- [9-f)-, whd-ch w-s t)-
w-n th- d>-y »-n h-s s>-ul. Th-n - sha-rt [H-ugh br-k>- fr-m h>-s I9-ps
»-s h- th)-ught - tho-t s9-1-t)-ry f-rmh>-nd H-n th>- k)-tch»-n g»-rd>-ns
b-h>-nd th>->-r h"~us’> wh>-m th>>-y h>-d n>-ckn->m=>-d th»- m>-n w>-th
th>- h>)-t. - s9-cnd 1D-ugh, t-k>ng r>-s» fr>-m th- fH-rst HftH-r -
p-us>-, br-k>- fr-m h>-m H-nv-lunt>-rd-ly »-s h- th-ught H-f h-w th--
m>-n w>-th th» h>-t w>-rk=»-d, c>-ns>-d>-r>-ng »-n turn th>- fH-ur p>->-nts
»-f th)- sky »-nd th-n r-gr)-tfully plung=-ng h=>-s sp»-d=>- »-n th~ H->-rth.

H>- push?-d H-p>-n th- [H-tchl-ss d»--r H-f th> p>-rch »-nd p»-ss>-d
thr)-ugh th)- n)-k>-d h)-llw>)-y H-nt)- th- k)-tch>-n. > gr-up H-f h)-s
bra-th-rs -nd s)-strs w-s sttng rd-und th- t>-bl)-. T whs
n»=rly v)-r H-nd Hnly th>- [D-st H-f th) s»crnd wHt)r-d )
rPma->-n-d H-n th- bH-tt>ms H-f th- sm>-1l gl»-ss j>-rs »-nd jHF-mpH-ts
wha-ch d2-d s?-rv)-c> fH-r t-cups. D-scH-rd>-d crusts »-nd lumps H-f
sug-ro-d br-"-d, turn"-d br-wn by th- t3->- wh>-ch h>-d b»->-n p?-ur>-d
V-1 th-m, [y scd-tt-r-d »-n th- t)-blD-. LIttt wH-lis H-f t-)- 1)y
h-r> »-nd th>-r)- H-n th’= b>>rd, H>-nd »= kn > w-th » br-k>n
F-v¥-ry ha-ndl?- w»-s stuck thr-ugh th”- p»-th »-f - r-v-g>-d turn)-v>-r.

Th>- s9-d qu->-t gr-yblum- glo-w »-f th»- dy»-ng d>-y c>-m»- thr)-ugh

th>= w-nd>-w H-nd th>- »-p>-n d>--r, cFv>-r>-ng »-v>r H>-nd HlI»-y>-ng
qu->-tly - sudd>-n »-nst)-nct Hf r>m=-rs>- »-n St)-ph>-n’s h)->-rt. -l



th>-t h-d b>">-n d»-n>->-d th>m h>-d b>>n fr-)-ly g>-v>n t h>m,
tho- -ld>)-st; but th)- qu->-t glH-w H+f HvI»+nI)ng sh>wId h>+m Hn
th=-r f>-c-s n)- s-gn H-f rH-ncH-ur.

H>- st n--r th>m -t th> t>-bl>- H-nd H-sk>-d wh>-r>- h>-s fH-th)-r
»-nd m-th>-r wH»-rd-. »-n> H>nsw>H-rH-d:

—Gn-b-r)- t-b-r)- [-kb-r- Htb-r)- H-bI-r)- h-usH-bH-r)-.

St H-n-th-r rFm>-v>-11 - by n»-m=-d F>-11-n, »-n BH-Iv>-d>-r)-,
ha-d H-ft>n D-sk)-d h>»m w»-th > s>-lly ID-ugh why th-y m>-v>-d s
»-ft>-n. - fr-wn H-f sc-rn dH-rk>-n>-d qu-ckly h-s f-r-h>->-d »-s h>)-
h>->-rd »-g=>->-n th>>- s>-1ly I)-ugh »-f th>- qu-st>>-n>-r.

H>- H-sk-d.:
—Why 2= w>- »-n th= m>-v>>- H-g>->n H-f H»-t’s - -r qur-st>->-n?

—B-c-us»b>r>-  th-b>»r> 1-ndb>r>-  D-rdb>»r>- wH-llbI-r)-
putb=-r>- usb>-r>- H-utb>-r)-.

Th- v=)-c) Hf h-s y-ung”-st bra-th>-r fr-m th>)- f-rth)-r s)-d)- H-f
th= f-r-pl-c>- b-gH-n t9- s9-ng th= H--r -t »n th»- St-ly N-ght.
)= by H=nP- thd- H-th-rs t3-k up th= H=>r unt>-1 »- full ch»->-r »-f
V--C)s WS sngo-ng. Th-y w>-uld s-ng s fr h)-urs, m>-1)-dy
-ft-r m-1-dy, glo- H-ft)-r glo->-, t>-1l th- D-st p-12- I9)-ght d>->-d
d-wn H-n th- h-r-z>-n, t>-1l th- fH-rst d>-rk n)-ghtcl?-uds cH>+m=>- f)-rth
»-nd n>-ght f-11.

H2- w-)-t-d f-r s»m> m>»m-nts, 19-st>+nI)-ng, b>fF+r)- h)- tH->-
t>>-k up tho- 2-r w>-th th-m. H>- w>-s ID)-st>-n>-ng w>-th p>->n »-f
sp»-r-t t th= Hvr-rtrn) Hf whrrr-n>-ss b>-h>-nd th->-r fr-»-I
fro-sh H-nn)-cH-nt v->-cH-s. H-vH-n b)-fr)- thh-y st H-ut H-n [H-F’s
j-urn=-y tha-y s--ma-d w--ry H-Ilr->-dy »-f th- wh-y.

H»- h>->-rd th>- ch>->-r »>-f v>)->-c-s »-n th>- k>-tch>-n »-ch>->-d »-nd
mult-pl?--d thra-ugh H-n H-ndl)-ss r>-vI-rbH»-rH-t>>n H-f th>- ch>>-rs
-t »ndlF-ss gr-n>r>-t>>ns H>f ch>-ldr-n -nd h>->-rd H>n -l th)-
F-ch>--s >+n H-ch> HIsH» Hf th)- rcurr>+ng nH>-t)> >+t wHrI>rH+n>-ss
H-nd p--n. -1 sFm-d wr--ry H-f D=1 Hv-n b-Fr)> H-nt)-rH-ng
up>-n H-t. >-nd h> rF-mI»mb>r-d th-t NH>wm>>-n h>-d h>>-rd th)-s
n)-t)- H-Is- »-n th- br-k>-n -n>-s H-f VI-rg)-1, “g?-v>-ng utt>-rH-nc>-,
-k th v>>c> Hf NItur)> hdrs-if, t) th)-t pH>>+n -nd
WHrnH-ss yH-t h-p> H-f b-tt)-r th-ngs wh-ch h)-s b>>n th)-
-Xp-r--ncd- - ha-r cha-ldr-n H-n H-vH-ry th-m»-.”



H»- c2-uld w2t - [9-ng>-r.

Fr-m th>)- d»--r 9-f Byr)-n’s publ?-c-h"-us?- t- th>- g-t)- H-f CI>-nt)-rf
Cha»-p>-1, fr-m th- g2t >-f Cl-nt>-rf Chd»-p>-1 - th)- dFr >f
Byro-n’s publ®-c-h"~us?> -nd th>-n b>-ck H-g>->n t>- th»- ch?>-p>-I H-nd
th-n b>-ck D-g>->-n t- th- publ?-c-h"-us> h>- h>-d p>-cH-d si>-wly -t
f-rst, pl?-nt)-ng h)-s st>ps scrupuld-usly H-n th)- spHc)s H+f th)-
p-tchw-rk H-f th- f--tp-th, th-n tFm>-ng th--r -l t- th- 11 H-f
v-rs-s. = full h)-ur ho-d p2-ss?-d s>nc>- h»-s -th>-r ho-d g>-n)- »-n
w>-th D)-n Cr)-sby, th- tut?-r, t)- f-nd »-ut f>-r h=-m s»-m>-th--ng »-b>-ut
th>- un-v)-rs-ty. F>-r - full h>-ur h?>- h>-d p>-c>d up »nd d>-wn,
w--t9-ng: but h"- c)-uld w2t n- I-ng-r.

H>- s-t »-ff Hbruptly f-r th"- Bull, w-lk-ng r-p>-dly I9-st h>-s
f»-th>-r’s shr-1l wha-stl>- m=>-ght c>-Il h»m b>-ck; »-nd »>n > fHw
m»-m=-nts h- h-d rH-und>-d th>- curv)- »H-t th- p>-I1>-c>- b>-rrH-ck »-nd
WS s

Y-s, s m-th-r wd-s hd-st-19- t)- th)- H>d>>-, Hs h>- h>-d rm->)-d
fr-m ha-r -stl-ss s>-12-nc)-. Y-t h-r m-strust pra-ck>-d h>-m m»H-r)-
k>»=-nly tho-n h>-s f)-th>-r’s pro-d>- »-nd h>- th--ught c»-1dly h=-w h>- h>-d
w»-tch>-d th>- f->-th wh>-ch w>-s f-d>-ng d--wn »-n h>-s s»-ul »-g>->-ng
»-nd str-ngth>-n-ng »-n h>-r >-y>-s. H>- d>»m H>+nt>+g>n>-sm g>-th>-r)-d
f-rc- wa-th>-n h-m »-nd d>-rk--n=-d h>-s m--nd »-s >~ cl?-ud H-g>->-nst
ha-r d)-sim-y>-Ity »-nd wh>-n -t p>-ss?-d, clH-udl>-k>-, I->-vI>ng h)-s
ma-nd s»-r-n>- H-nd dut>-ful t>w>rds h>-r H-g>->n, h>- wrs m»H-d>-
FwH-r)- drmly H-nd wH-th-ut r»-gr-t H-f - fFrst n>FI»s>+I)-ss
sund=>-r-ng H-f th-2-r )-v)-s.

Th- und-vI-rs-ty! SH h- ha-d p-ss?-d b>-y>-nd th- ch-lI-ng>- H-f
th=- s2-ntr--s wh=- h)-d st?--d »-s gu»-rd>->-ns »-f h»-s b>»-yh»>->-d »-nd
h-d s9-ught t3- k=2-p h>-m »-m=>-ng th>m th>-t h»- m»-ght b~ subj>-ct t-
th-m H-nd s2-rv)- th--r H-nds. Pr-d>- H-ft-r s-t>-sf>-ct>--n upl>-ft--d
h>»m [~k [2-ng sI?-w w>-v>-s. Th>>- »-nd h>- h>-d b>--n b-rn t- sH-rv>)-
y>-t d>-d n2-t s>~ h>-d 1")-d h>>»m t>- J-sc-p=>- by »-n uns>->-n p>-th »-nd
n>-w H-t b-ck"-n=-d t>- h>>-m »-nc)- m>-r>- H-nd H nHFw HF-dv>-ntur)- w>-s
»-b-ut t)- b~ -p>-n-d t>- h-m. 2t s9->m>-d t)- h-m th>-t h)- h>->-rd
n=t3-s H-f H-tful mus-c [9--p>-ng upw>-rds - t3-n>- H-nd d>wnw>-rds »-
d>-m»-n>-sh>-d f)-urth, upw=-rds »- t>n> »-nd d>»wnw>-rds » m>>-j>-r
th-rd, I9-k>- tr)-pl--br-nch)-ng fl-m>-s [->-p>-ng I-tfully, fl-m>-



Hftrr fIrm>-, Hut Hf H» mIdn)ght wH>d. >+t wIks H>n HIfFn
pro-lud>-, H-ndl»-ss »-nd fFrmi>-ss; »H-nd, s -t grr-w wH-ld>-r H-nd
f)-std-r, th- fl»m»D-s I--p>-ng F-ut H-f t>m>-, h)- s»F»mH-d t) h>-)-r
fr-m und>-r th"- b>-ughs »-nd gr)-ss>-s w>-1d cr->-tur?-s r-c-ng, th>->-r
-t pr-ttr-r-ng -k rrn updn thd) PFvrs. Thr-r -t
p-ss-d H-n pH-tt>-r-ng tumult H-v>-r h-s m>-nd, th>- -t H>f h-rH-s
H-nd r-bbH-ts, th- -t H-f hd)-rts -nd h>-nds H-nd Fnt>1"-p>-s, unt)-
h? h>2-rd th)-m n)» m>+r) H>nd r>F-m>+mb>-r)>-d H>nly > pr)-ud
c»-d=-nc- fr-m N->»-wm»-n:

—Wh»-s -t D) s th)- P2t Hf h-rts »-nd und>-rn>->-th th>-
»-v-r)-st)-ng »-rms.

Th= pro-d>- H-f tho-t d>-m »-m=-g=- br)-ught b>-ck t h»s m»-nd th»-
d-gn»-ty H-f th)- H-fF)-c)- h- h"-d r-fus?-d. »-1l thr)-ugh h=-s b-yh>->-d
h*- h2-d mus»-d up>-n th>-t wh~ch h>- h>-d s>} »-ft>)}-n th>-ught t)- b~ h»>-s
d-st-ny -nd wh>-n th- m>-m>-nt h"-d c>m=>- f-r h>-m t)- H-b>-y th)-
c-1l h- ha-d turna-d »-s>-d>-, H>-b>-y>-ng > wryw>-rd »-nst-nct. N>-w
t>m>- -y btwHrH-n: thd H)Is Hf Hrd>n)t>>n wI-uld nH>-vI-r
»-n>->-nt h>-s b-dy. H>- h>-d r)-fus?)-d. Why?

H»- turn’-d s»->w>-rd fr>-m th>- r->-d -t D>-llym>-unt H-nd s h-
p»ss-d n ) th)- th-n wH>+d>n br-dg> h» It th)- pl)-nks
sha-k>»-ng w=-th th)- tr>mp > h)»-»v)-ly sh)-d ->)-t. » squr-d »-f
Chr)-st)»-2-n Br)-th-rs w»>-s »-n H-ts w-y b>-ck fr-m th- Bull »-nd h>-d
b-gun t- p>-ss, tw- by tw>-, H-cr-ss th- br)-dg>-. S»>-n th)- wh>-1)-
bra-dg>- w>-s tr-mbl)-ng »-nd r)-s?-und>-ng. Th- unc?)-uth fH-c)-s
p>-ss-d h»m tw=- by tw-, st3>n>-d y>-11>-w H-r r-d H-r I)»-v>-d by th)-
s>, »nd, s h> strrvr - P>k >t th-m wH-th s> >-nd
Fnd)-ff-r>-ncd-, > Fnt str>+n Hf prrsrnd-l sh-m)-  H-nd
CH-mm»=SHr-t-n r)-s>- t- h-s H»wn f)-c-. »-ngry w>-th h->ms>-If h-
tr-)-d t> h>-d> h>s fc)> frr-m th»->-r Hy>s by g?z>-ng d>wn
s-d>-w-ys H-nt)- th)- sh-l1m-w sw-rl-ng w>H-t-r und>-r th>- br>-dg»-
but h- st>-11 s-w - r-fl-ct>--n th-r->-n H-f th->-r t-ph>->-vy sH+lk
h-ts 2-nd humbl)- t>-p>-1>-k> cH>lIH-rs H>+nd [D->s>ly hI)ngH-ng
cl-r)-cH-1 clH-th»)-s.

—Br-th>)-r H»-ck»>-y.
Bra-th»)-r Qu-»-d.
Br-th>)-r M»-c-rdl>)-.

Bra-th?-r K->-gh.—



Thd-2-r p--ty wr-uld b~ 9=k~ th)>-r nd»m>-s, [~k th)--r fH-c)-s,
[Pk th=r cl-th)-s, »-nd >+t w-s H-dI>- fr h>»-m t- t>-1l h)-msH-If
th=-t th==-r humbl>)- 2-nd c)-ntr-t h->-rts, 2t m>-ght b>)-, p>2>-d >~ f)-r
r-ch?-r try-but)> H-f d»-vI-t>>-n th>-n h>-s h-d H-vH-r bH»->-n, H» gI-ft
t>-nf)-1d m>-r>- D-ccH-ptI-bl>- th-n h-s H-1>-bH>-r -t >d>-rH-t>-n. Ht
w-s =diD- r h-m = m>»v > hdr-msH-If t- b= gH-n-rd-us tHw>-rds
th-m, t- Il h)»msH+If th)-t H-f h- HvI-r cFm> ) th)--r gH-t)-s,
str)-pp>-d -f h)-s pr-d>-, b)>>-t>+n H>+nd Hn b)-ggI-r's wH>-ds, th)-t
th»y w»>-uld b~ g>n)>rrus t>w>rds h>»m, [D-v>»ng h>rm s
th-ms-Iv)-s. >-dI- H-nd H-mb-tt>-r-ng, fH-n>-lly, t3- Hrgu-, H-g>->-nst
h=-s -wn d>)-sp-ss->n)-t> cH-rtd-tud>-, th-t th>- cF-mm=>»-ndm»>-nt H-f
[2-v- b)-d»)- us n)-t t3- I-v>)- -ur n--ghb-ur »-s H-urs>-Iv>>)-s w»-th th-)-
s>rm>- >m>-unt H-nd HFntFnsH -ty >+t v but > [D-v> h)»m s
F-urs)-Iv-s wh-th th- sH+-m=>- k-nd H-f I)-v)-.

H>- dr-w f-rth 2~ phr-s2- fr-m h>-s tr->-sur)- H-nd sp-k>- -t sH-ftly
t- h)-ms>H-If:

—)= dD-y - d>-pplH-d sH->-b>-rn- cl?-uds.

Th- phr¥-s»- »-nd th?~ d>-y 2-nd th? sc>n>- h>»rm>-n>sH»+d »n »-
cha-rd. W>-rds. W»-s »-t tho->-r c-12-urs? H>- H-l1I">-w»-d th>m t>- glH-w
H-nd f»d>-, hu)- H-ft-r hud-: sunrd-s¥- g>-Id, th- russ?-t »-nd gr)->-n H-f
»-ppl- Drcha-rds, »-zur> Hf wrvI-s, th- gr-yfrr-ng>-d fl->-c) Hf
cl?-uds. N»-, -t w-s n)-t th->-r c>1)-urs: H-t wH-s th)- pH>->s>» »-nd
b-19-ncH- H-f th)- pH-r->-d H-ts)-If. D>-d h)- th-n I-v>- tho- rhythm»-c
s H-nd P11 H-f wI-rds b-tt-r tha-n th-r H-ssH+-cH»t>>ns H-f
[9-g-nd F-nd cH-1-ur? Hr wd-s H-t th)-t, b>>-ng H-s wH>k H-f sHght s
h=- w»-s shy H-f m>-nd, h- dr)-w I)-ss plo-2-sur?- fr-m th>- r-flo-ct>->n
»-f th- gl>-w>-ng sH-ns>-bl>- wH-rld thrd-ugh th>- pr-sm »-f - I9-ngu-g>-
ma»-nyc>-IH-ur>-d  H»nd  r)-chly st>r>>-d th+n fr@-m  th)-
c-ntmpl-t--n H-f H-n H-nnd-r wH-rld H-f >nd>-vI-du-1 »-m>-t>->-ns
m>-rr-r-d pH-rf>-ctly »-n 2~ luc-d suppl?- p>-r>->-d>-c pri-s»-?

H»- p?-ss2-d fr-m th~ tr)-mbl>-ng br-dg>- »-n t3- f-rm I’-nd »-g>->-n.
-t th)-t H-nst)-nt, )-s H-t »>+mH-d t> h-m, th> »-r w>-s ch-11"-d H-nd,
[P-)-k>»ng H-skFncHr tFwH-rds th»- wHrt-r, - sH-w - fly?-ng squ-Il
d-rk"-n="-ng »-nd cr-sp-ng sudd>-nly th- t3-d=>-. >~ f->-nt cl)-ck >t h-s
h=2-rt, - P>>nt thr-b -n h>-s thr->-t t>-1d h-m H-nc> m>-r)- H-f h)-w
h>-s fl7-sh dro--d>-d th>- c2-Id H-nfr>-hum=>>-n H-dH>-ur H-f th)- s>)-; y>-t
h>- d>-d n-t str)-k=- »-cro-ss th- d>-wns -n h>-s I)-ft but h-1d str--ght



“-n -12-ng th>>- sp-n=>- H-f rH-cks th>-t p->+-nt-d »-g>->-nst th>- rH+-vI-r’s
m»-uth.

> v-19-d sunl?-ght 19-t up -ntly tho- gr)-y sh»--t > wHr-t)-r
wha-r)- tha= r-v-r w-s »-mb>-y>-d. »-n th>- d>-st>nc> »-17-ng th)-
c-urs > H-f tho- sl-wfl-w>-ng LH-ff>-y si-nd>-r m»-sts fI-ck>-d th- sky
H-nd, m>-r)- d)-stH-nt stH-1l, th- d>+m fH-brd-c H-f th)- cH-ty Iy pri-n)-
2-n -z, LYKk 2= scrnd Hn srm- va-gudr- H-rrd-s, H-Id s mH-n’s
W n-ss, th- H»ma-g)- H-f th)- s»v-nth ety H-f chrd-st-nd>-m
WS V=s-bl- - h-m D-cr)-ss th) tr-m-12-ss H--r, n)- HldH>r nH-r
m-r- wH-ry nH-r [9-ss pH-t>>-nt H-f subj-ct>->-n th-n H-n th)- d>-ys
T th)- th--ngm»>-t>)-.

D-sh>--rt>+n>d, h>» r>rs>+d hI>s HFyI»rs t>FwIrds th)
sl>-wdr)-ft)-ng cl?-uds, d>-ppl>-d nd sH»F>b>-rn)-. Thry wHr)
v-y-go-ng -cr)-ss th- d-s-rts H-f th)- sky, - h)-st H-f n»+-m=>-ds H-n
th m-rch, vo-y>-g>-ng h-gh D-v>-r »-r)-1"-nd, w-stw>-rd b>-und. Th»-
H-ur)-p>- tho-y h>-d c»m>- fr-m 9~y »-ut th>-r)- b>-y>-nd th>- »-r)-sh
S, uryp>  Hf sterng  trngurs  >nd  vH-lI-y>-d  -nd
w-db>-gH>-rt  »nd c>t>dH>lI-d H>+nd Hf  Hntrd>nch-d  Hnd
m>-rsh-11"-d r)-c>-s. H> h>=>-rd - cH>-nfus>+d mus>-c wH-th>-n h--m »-s
H-f m>-m>-r)->-s H-nd n)-m>>-s wh-ch h- w>-s H-Im>-st c)-nsc)--us H-f
but c)-uld n -t cH-ptur>- v I>n fr Hn Hnst>nt; th>-n th>- musH-c
P Fm)-d t r-crdd-, t> r-crdd), > r-cr-dd-, Hnd frr-m H)-ch
r-c>d>-ng tr->-1 > n)-bulh-us musH-c thd-r»- I HFlwIrys Hn»)-
[?-ngdr)-wn cH-lI-ng n)-t)-, pHrcrng k) - stdr th)- dusk -f
S>I-nch-. g -n! H-gH->n! H-gH-n! - vI-c)- fr-m br-y>-nd th)-
w-rld w»-s cH-119-ng.

—H»-11"-, St»-ph>-n»-s!
—H»-r> ¢c>m»-s Th>- D>-d»-lus!

—>1 h, gV -t vdr, Dwydr, -'m t-l-ng yH-u, Hr -l
gV y-u - stuff H-n th= kKd-ssH-r f-r y-ursH-If.... »->-!

—G»-d m>-n, T>ws»-r! Duck h»-m!

—C>m> HI>ng, DdIHlus! B2us St>ph)n)umI>+n)s! B»-us
St>-ph>-n>-f>-r)-s!

—Duck h?=m! Guzzl?- h»-m n>)-w, T>ws»-r!

—H»-Ip! HH-Ip!... P!

H>- r>-c-gn)-s-d th->-r sp>--ch cH>ll-ctrvr-ly b>-fr)- h)-
d>-st>-ngu-sh-d th--r f-cH>s. Th- m>-r)- sH-ght H-f th)-t m>-dI)-y »H-f



wH-t n-k)-dnd-ss ch-lI9-d h-m t- th) b>+n?-. Th>r bId>--s,
cH-rps>-wh>-t)- H-r suffus-d w>-th » p>-11=-d g=>-1d>-n I9-ght H-r r>-wly
t-nn>-d by th- sun, gl?->m=>-d w>-th th)- wH-t H-f th)- s>, Th)>-r
d-v-ngst>n>-, p>-sH>d Hn H-ts rudd supp-rts H-nd rI-ck--ng und>-r
th>--r plung?-s, 2-nd th?- r)-ugh-h>-wn st+n>s H-f th sl)pHng
bra->-kw>-t)-r H-v>r wh>-ch th-y scr)>-mbl-d H-n th)>-r h-rs)-pl)y
gl->m»>-d wa-th c>-Id w>-t lustr>-. Th t>w>-Is wH-th wh>-ch tho)-y
sm»-ck?-d th2-r b-d>->-s w>-r) h->-vy w-th c)-Id s»-»-w>-t>-r; »-nd
dr-nch>-d w»-th c-1d bro-n=>- w»-s th>->-r m=>-tt>-d h>->-r.

H>- st>»-d st>-ll »-n d>»-f>Fr>ncr t>- th->-r cH>-lIs »-nd pHFrr>->-d
th==2-r b>-nt>r w-th H--sy w-rds. H>-w ch-r)-ct-rl»-ss th-y [)->k>-d:
Shul?-y w>-th="-ut h>»-s d>--p unbutt>-n>-d cH>-11"-r, H-nn>>-s w-th>-ut h>-s
sc-ri-t b1t wH-th th- sn)-ky cl)-sp, H-nd CHnn>-lly w-th)-ut h>-s
N-rf)-1k -t w-th th- fI-plH-ss s»-dI-pP-ck)-ts! H-t wh-s ) pH>-n t)-
s> th-m, »nd > swHrd>k> pr>+n t sF) th)> s)»gns Hf
H-d>-1P-scH-ncdy  th-t mH>+d>  rpHlnt  thr  pH-t>>)-bl)-
n)-k>-dn=-ss. P>-rh)-ps th-y h>-d t>k>+n r>-fug’>- >-n numb>-r »-nd
n)--s- fr-m th>- s9-cro-t dr)--d H-n th--r s)-uls. But h-, H>-p-rt fr-m
th>>m »-nd »-n s>-1"-nc-, rHF-m>mb=>-r>-d »-n wh>-t dr->-d h>>- st>»-d »>-f
th=- myst)-ry »-f h>-s »-wn b-dy.

—St»ph>-n)s  D>dII>s!  Bus Strphr-nrum>>n>-s!  Br-us
St2-ph>-n>-f>-r)-s!

Th»2-r b)-nt>-r w>-s -t n»-w t>- h>-m H-nd nHF+w -t flH-tt>-r)-d h)-s
m>-1d pra-ud s>FvI-r>--gnty. N>-w, s n»-v>-r b)), h)-s str-ng»-
n»-m>- s>>mH-d t)- h»-m - pra-ph-cy. SH» t-m>-I17-ss sH->m-d th)-
gr>-y w-rm H-2-r, s~ flu-d -nd >mp>-rs>-n>-I h>-s »-wn m>->-d, th-t
11 g s wH-r- s H-n)- t h-m. - m>-m=-nt b--r)- th>- gh>-st H-f
th>- D-ncH->-nt k-ngd>m H-f th- D>-n>-s h-d I»->k>-d fH-rth thr)-ugh
th>- v>)-stur)- H-f th- h-z-wr)-pp>-d c)-ty. N>-w, -t th>- n-m»- - th>)-
f-bul-us H-rtx-fr-cd-r, - s»F>+ma-d > h--r th- nr>-s> H-f d>Fm
W-v-s H-nd t)- s - w-ng>-d f-rm fly>-ng »-b>-v>>- th>- wr-v>>-s »-nd
si)-wly cl?-mb=-ng th>- H-)-r. Wha-t d>-d -t m>->-n? W>-s -t » qu--nt
dd>-v-c> HFprndng > prgHr Hf s+m> mIdI»FvHl bk Hf
pr-pha-c>->-s H-nd symb-Is, > h)»wkiH»-k>» m>+n fly>ng sunw>-rd
Fb)-v>- th- s>, - pra-ph-cy H-f th>- H-nd h>- h>-d b>>-n b t)-
s-rv- -nd h2-d b>>-n f-11"-w-ng thra-ugh th- m»-sts H-f ch-Idh>-»-d
»>-nd b>-yh>->-d, > symb>-1 »-f th- »-rt)-st f-rg>-ng »n>w »n h>-s



w-rksh-p H-ut H-f th- slugg)-sh mH-ttr H-f th>- H>Irth H» n)rw
S»r-ng >mp>-1p>-bl>- H>mp-r-sh>-bl>- b-»-ng?

H>-s h>->-rt tr»-mbl>-d; h>-s br)->-th c»m>- fst>r »-nd » w»-Id
spr-t pr-ssH-d >vHr hd-s I»mbs s th-ugh h) wHs s»rHng
sunw>-rd. H>=s h>=>-rt tr--mbl>-d »-n »-n H-cst-sy »-f F>-r »-nd h»-s s>-ul
w-s -n fl-ght. HH>-s s9-ul w2-s s»=-r-ng »-n »-n H>-r b)-y>nd th)-
w-rld H-nd th- b)-dy h?>- kn)-w w»>-s pur>-f>>-d »-n 2 br>->-th »-nd
d>Fvrr-d - nerrtr-tud>  »nd md> r>d>nt H-nd
crmm-nglH-d wH-th th>- H-IFm-nt H-f th>- sp)-r)-t. H»n Hcsth-sy H+f
fI-ght m=»-d>- r>-d>->nt h>s »y>s »nd wH>+Ild h>s br>»>-th »-nd
tr-mul>-us -nd w>-Id »-nd r-d>->-nt h=-s w>-ndsw»-pt [)-mbs.

—=n)-! TwH-L... L=k F-ut!

—, Cr-p»-s, »-’m dr)-wnd>-d!
—>-n>-! TwH-! Thr-2- H-nd Hw>H-y!
—Th»)~ n-xt! Th)- n)-xt!

—n>-1... Uk!

—St>-ph-n>-f)-r)-s!

H»-s thro-2-t »-ch>-d w>-th D= d>-s>r) t- cry H-12-ud, th>- cry »-f -
ha-wk - »-"-gl>- »-n h>-gh, t=- cry p=>--rc-ngly »-f h=-s d>-12-v>-r>-nc>-
t2- th> w>-nds. Th-s w>-s th- c -1l H-f [D-F>- t- h-s s9)-ul n)-t th>)- dull
gr-ss v--c> H-f th= wH-rld H-f dut?>-s H-nd d>-spH>>-r, n)-t th)-
-nhum=-n v->-c)- th-t h--d c)-11"-d h-m t)- th)- p>-1>- sHrvr-c) Hf
th== -1t)-r. H-n H-nst>-nt H-f wH-1d fI)-ght h>-d d>-1-v>-r)-d h-»-m »-nd th)-
cry »-f tr)-umph wh>-ch h»-s I?-ps w»-thh>-1d cl?-ft h>)-s bro)-»-n.

—St»ph>-n>-fH-r)-s!

Wh>-t w-ro- tho-y nm-w but c-r-m=-nts sh-k>»-n fr-m th)- b>-dy »-f
d>>+th—th>- >r h> h>-d wHlk>+d >n n)ght »-nd d)y, th)-
»-ncH-rt-tud)- tho-t h=-d rng>-d h>m r)-und, th»- sh-m=- th>-t h>-d
»-b-s-d h>-m wa-th>-n H-nd wH-th)-ut—cH>-r>-m--nts, th- IH-n>ns »H-f
th>)- gr-v»>-?

H»-s s2-ul h=-d »-r)-s2-n fr-m th>)- groa-v>)>- H-f b>-yh>->-d, spurn=-ng h>-r
gr-va-cl-th>-s. Y -s! Y»-s! Y-s! H>- w»-uld cr->-t)- pro-udly »D-ut H-f
th=- fro--d>-m -nd p>w>-r H-f h-s s-ul, »-s th grr->-t HFrt-f-cH-r
wh>=s- n-m=- h>- b>-r)-, »- ID-v-ng th>-ng, n»-w »-nd s>->-r>-ng »-nd
b-2-ut)-ful, »-mp>-1p>-bl>-, >mp»-r)-sh>-bl>-.



H>- st)-rt-d up n-rv>-usly fr-m th>- st)-n>-bl»-ck f-r h>- co-uld n>)-
[P-ng”-r qu-nch th)- fI-m>- H-n h>-s bl»>d. H)» It h)-s ch>)-ks
-fI-m»- H-nd h-s thr)->-t thra-bb>-ng w-th s3-ng. Th-r>- w-s »- lust H-f
w-nd>-r>-ng H-n hd-s -t tha-t burn-d > s>+t H-ut f-r th>- »-nds »-f
th- =-rth. H-n! H-n! h)-s h)rt sH+>»m>>d t>- cry. >v-n)ng w>H-uld
d>-p>n HbIFv> th) s>, n)ght f-11 up-n th- pl--ns, d>wn
gl-mm»>-r b=+ th>- wHnd>r)-r »-nd sh>-w hm str)-ng>- ->-Ids
“-nd h>-1ls »-nd f)-c)-s. WhH-r)-?

H>- --k)-d nd-rthwH-rd t»w>H-rds HI>-wth. Th- s> h>-d f-lIH-n
b-19-w th- I9-n) H+f s»+>+wrd-ck H-n th) sh>-llHw s»+d> H-f th)-
bra->-kw>-t-r H-nd H-Ir>->-dy th>- t-d> w>-s runn-ng »-ut f>-st »-I1"-ng
th»= f-r-sh-r)-. HIr->-dy »-n>- I-ng »-v>-1 b-nk H-f s>nd Iy wHrm
H-nd dry H-m>-d th) wvI-I-ts. HH)-r) H-nd th)-r>+- wrrm »H-slh-s H+f
s-nd gl->m»-d H-b>v>- th)- sh>-11)-w t3-d»- H-nd H-b>-ut th- Hsb)-s
»-nd »-r>-und th>- I7-ng b>-nk »-nd »-m»-d th>- sh>-lI">-w curr)-nts H-f th)-
b-2-ch w>-r?- I9)-ghtcl?-d f)-gur)-s, w-d>-ng >-nd d>-lv>-ng.

=N )= PFw m>»-mH-nts h- wr-s b-r)-f>-t, h)-s st-ck-ngs fH-1d>-d »-n
h>-s p-ck>-ts »-nd h>-s c-nv>-s sho->-s d>-ngl>-ng by th>->-r kn>-tt>-d
[7-c-s >v-r h)-s sho-uld>-rs »-nd, po-ck>-ng - pr>-nt>d sH>+-Ilt>->-t)-n
st-ck »-ut H-f th)- j>-ts+m »-m=-ng th>- r-cks, h>- cl-mb>-r>-d d>-wn th>)-
sI-p>- H-f th)- br-)-kw»H-tH-r.

Th>-r) w>-s 2 I)-ng r-vul>-t »-n th>- str)-nd H-nd, »-s h> w»-d>-d
sl»-wly up 2-ts cd-urs>, h>- wInd>-r)-d -t th)- Hndl)ss dr-ft H-f
S wH-H-d. >m>-r)-1d H-nd bl)-ck H-nd russ?-t H>-nd H-1)-v>-, H-t m»-v>-d
b>-n>->-th th>- curr)-nt, sw>-y>-ng »-nd turn’-ng. Th> w>-t)-r H-f th>)-
r-vul-t w-s d>-rk wo-th Hndl)-ss dr-ft H>nd mI>-rr-rH-d th)-
h>-ghdr)-ft-ng cl»-uds. Th>- cl?)-uds w>-r)- dr)-ft3-ng »-b>-v> h>»m
s>-ntly »-nd s2-1-ntly th- s»-t>ngl>- ws dr-ft-ng b>-1>-w h>-m
H-nd th"- gr)-y w>rm H>r wHs st-ll H>nd > n>w wH-Id -+ wHs
s-ng=-ng »-n h>-s v->-ns.

Wha-r»- w2-s ho-s b»-yh>->-d n»-w? Wh-r» w-s th>- s9-ul th>-t h>-d
hung b-ck fr-m h2-r d)-st-ny, t9- br)-2-d »-1-n"- up>-n th>- sh>-m>- H-f
h>-r w2-unds »-nd »-n h>-r ha-us> H>-f squ>-1"-r »-nd subt-rfug”r- t-
qu->-n H-t »-n f-d>-d cHr>m--nts H-nd »-n wr->-ths th>-t w>-th>-r--d
-t th>- t9-uch? »-r wh-r> w>-s h»-?

H>= wa-s H-12-n)-. H> w>-s unh>=>-d>-d, h>-ppy »-nd n>->-r t)- th)-
w-ld ha=2-rt H-f D). H> wHs H>-1)-n) H-nd y?>-ung >-nd w>-Iful »-nd
w-Idh=-rt-d, 12> Fm>-d > w-st>- > wI-Id H--r H-nd br-ck=-sh



wW-t-rs H-nd th- sH»)-hd-rv)-st H-f sh)-lls »-nd t>ngl>~ H-nd vH>->I9-d
gr>-y sunl»-ght »-nd g»-ycl>-d I»-ghtcl»-d f>-gur>-s »-f ch>-1dr>-n »-nd g»-rls
“-nd v-2-c-s ch>-1d>-sh »-nd g»-rl»-sh H-n th- H-»-r.

» g1l st>-d b>-fr> h-m Hn mH-dstr->m, H-1>-n> Hnd stH-ll,
g=-z--ng »H-ut t> sH»>-. Sh>- s»>rm=-d I-k> H-n>- wh>m m»-g=»-c h>-d
ch-ng>-d -nt>- th)- ID-k>Fn>-ss Hf D str>ng> Hnd b>--ut)-ful
$»F>bd-rd. HI-r I¥ng slHndH>-r bH>r)- I9-gs wHrd- dI-ID-cH+-t> s >
cr-n=-’s H-nd pur- sV wha-r- H-n »m>-r)-Id tr>--1 H-f sH-»w>->-d
h2-d f-sh-2-n>-d H-ts)-If )-s - s9-gn up>-n th)- fI-sh. HI-r th--ghs, full)-r
»-nd s-fthu-d -s FvIr-ry, wrr- b-r-d »-Im»-st t)- th-- h>-ps, wh>-r>)-
th- wha-t>- fr-ng>-s -f hd-r dr>-w-rs wr-r)- -k~ f->-th)-r)ng H-f
s-ft wha-t)- d>-wn. H-r sI?-t-blu- sk-rts wH-ro- k>-1t3-d b>-1dly »-b»-ut
h=»r w--st -nd d>-v>-t--12-d b>-h>-nd h>-r. HI-r b>-s>m w>-s H-s -
b-rd’s, s2-ft H-nd sl?-ght, sI?-ght »-nd s?-ft s th- br)--st H-f sH+m»-
d-rkplum=-g>-d d-v>-. But h-r I)-ng f>-r h->-r w-s g>-rl-sh: J-nd
g-ri-sh, H-nd t)-uch’-d w>-th th>- wI-nd>-r H-f m>-rt)-1 b»>-uty, h)-r
f-c)-.

Sh>- w»-s »-12-n>- -nd st>-Il, g-z>-ng H-ut t> s»->-; »nd wh>-n sh>)-
-1t h=)-s pro-s2-nc>- -nd th- w-rsh-p H-f h>-s »-y>-s h>-r H-y»-s turn>-d
t>- h-m D-n qu--t suffFr-ncr- H-f h-s gz, wH-th>-ut sh>-m»>- »-r
w-nt-nn=-ss. L-ng, I7-ng sh>>- suff>-r-d h>>-s g2z -nd th--n qu--tly
w-thdr-w h=2-r H-y>-s fr--m h»-s »-nd b>-nt th-»m t>w>-rds th>)- str->m,
g-ntly st-rr-ng th>- w-t-r wo-th h>-r -2t h)-th)-r »-nd th-th>-r. Th»)-
f-rst f--nt n-)-s) H-f g)-ntly m>-v>+ng w-t)-r br)-k>- th- sH-17-nc)-,
[D-w H-nd f)-nt H-nd wh-sp>-r)-ng, f->+nt H-s th)- bIlls H-f slH--p;
ha-th>-r 2-nd th>-th-r, h)-th>-r H-nd th>-th>-r; »-nd >~ f>>nt fI>-m>-
tr-mbl»-d »-n h>-r ch»->-k.

—H>)>v)nly G>-d! cr»>-d St>ph>-n’s sul, »n Hn H-utburst H-f
pr-f-nd- jH-y.

H>- turn"-d »-w>-y fro-m h>-r sudd=-nly »-nd s?-t H-ff »-cr>-ss th=- str)-nd.
H>-s ch-2-ks w>-r) fl-m=-; h-s b>-dy w>-s »-gl>-w; h>-s I»-mbs
w-r)- tr»mblo-ng. H-n -nd -n H-nd H-n Hnd Hn h)- str)-d>-, F-r H-ut
H-v-r tho- s9-nds, s-ng>-ng w-Idly t)- th)- s, cry>-ng t)- gr->-t th>)-
H-dv-nt - th)- 1)) th-t h)-d cra-)-d t9- h)»-m.

H>-r >-m»-g>>- h>-d p>-ss>-d H-nt> h>-s sH-ul -r H>-v>>-r »-nd n- w>-rd
h2-d bro-k>-n th2- h)-ly s>-1-nc> Hf h-s H-cst)sy. HI-r H-y>-s h>)-d
c-119-d h-m -nd h2-s s9-ul h-d I-p>-d H-t th- o)1l T v, -
»-rr, 0 1L - tr-umph, - r-cr--t)- - H-ut - -1 - wH-Id



FngH-1 h-d Fpp>>-r)-d > h>m, th> HngH-l H-f mI)-rt)-1 y?-uth »-nd
b-"-uty, »-n Hnv-y fr-m th- -r c-urts H-f -, t- thr>-w H-p>-n
b= h2-m »-n »-n H-nstnt H-f H-cstI-sy th)- g-t>-s H-f HIl th- w-ys
-t )-rr)-r »-nd gl»-ry. 2-n H-nd »-n »-nd H-n H-nd H-n!

H>- h2-It"-d sudd>-nly H-nd h>--rd h>)-s h"-2-rt >-n th>- s9-1)-nc)-. HH>-w
f-r h"-d h2- w-1k>-d? Wh>-t h”-ur w-s H-t?

Tha-r- w>-s n- hum=-n f-gur>- n>->-r h>-m n>-r H-ny sH-und b-rn>- t>-
h>-m »-v>-r tho- »--r. But th)- t)-d>- w>-s n-r th>- turn »-nd H-IrH->-dy
th=)- d>-y w»-s -n th w>-n>-. H>- turn>-d I>-ndw>-rd -nd r>-n t>w>-rds
th?- sh2-r) -nd, runn’-ng up th} sl»-p+ng b>-ch, rI-ckl>-ss H-f th)-
sh-rp sh2-ngl?-, f-und >~ s»ndy n>>+k >m>)-d > rH+ng Hf tuft)-d
s-ndkn"-1ls H-nd -y d>-wn th-r>- tho-t th>- p>->-c> »-nd sH»-1>-ncH- H-f
th=- -v>>-n-ng m-ght st-1l th>- r->-t H-f h-s bl>->-d.

H>- -1t -b>-v>- h-m th>- v-st H-ndH>-ff>-r>-nt d>-m=>- H-nd th>- cH>-Im
pro-c-sso-s H-f tho- h>->-v>-nly b>-d>->-s; »-nd th>- H->-rth b>-n>->-th
h>-m, th)= »=-)-rth th>-t h>-d b>»rm> h>m, h>-d t>kH»n h>m t>- hI-r
br->-st.

H>- cl?-s2-d h-s 2-y>-s »-n th>- I-ngur-r H-f slH->-p. HI-s Hy>+-12-ds
tr-mbl>-d »-s H-f th)-y -1t th> v-st cycl?-c m>»-v>m>-nt H-f th- H->-rth
“»-nd h>-r wa-tch>-rs, tro-mbl»-d H-s »-f th)-y It th>- str)-ng>- ID-ght H-f
sFm»- n»-w wH-rld. H)-s s2-ul w-s sw--n>-ng H-nt- sH-m=>- n)-w w>-rld,
f-nt-std-c, d>m, uncH-rt->-n s undH-r sH>-, tr)-vH-rsH-d by cld-udy
sh-p>s nd b>>ngs. > wHrld, »> gl>mmI*r H>r > flH»wIr?
GI-mm>-r>+ng >nd tr>mbld-ng, tr>-mbl)>ng H-nd unfH-IdH>ng, >
br-2-k>-ng -ght, >=n >p>+n>ng fI>-wH-r, Ht spr->-d H>n Hndl»-ss
succ¥-ss--n ) H-tsH-If, bra->-k>ng H-n full cr>-ms>-n H-nd unf-Id>-ng
»-nd f>d>-ng t- pH-ID-st s, - by I--f H>-nd w>-v>- >-f I)-ght by
W) - I9-ght, fl->-d>-ng Il th)- h)->-v>-ns wH-th H-ts sH-ft flush»-s,
»-v-ry flush d>--p>-r tho-n th- H-th>)-r.

Hv>nH-ng h-d fH-11-n wh>-n h>- w-k> »-nd th- s9nd »-nd »-r)-d
gr>-ss?-s Hf h-s b>-d glrwr>-d nd- ID-ng>-r. H> r>-s> sim-wly »-nd,
r-c-11"-ng th- r-ptur- H-f h-s sl->-p, sH-gh>-d H-t H-ts j>-y.

H»- cl?-mb»-d t)- th>)- cr-st - th- s»-ndh»-1l »-nd g»-z>-d »-b>-ut h--m.
v >-nH>-ng h-d f-117-n. > r-m - th>- y>-ung m>->-n clH-ft th)- pH>-1)-
w-st)- =T skyl-n>-, th>- rH-m »-f »- s-Iv-r h->-p H>mb>-dd>-d H-n grr-y
s9-nd; -nd th>- t-d>- w>-s fI-w>>-ng »-n f-st t)- th- I-nd w-th >~ 1w



wh>=sp-r H-f ho-r w-v>-s, H-sl-nd>-ng D~ f-w [9-st f>-gur>-s »-n d>-st>-nt
p--ls.

Ch>-pt)-rV

H»- dr)-2-n"-d h>-s th-rd cup H-f w-t)-ry t3-- t- th}- dr)-gs H-nd st
t9- ch-w>-ng th»)- crusts H-f fr->-d br)->-d th>-t w-r)- scH-tt>-r>-d nH->-r
h=m, st-r+ng H-nt) th) dIrk p>>1 Hf th> j-r. Th)» y>+lIHw
dra-pp-ng h2-d b>--n sc--p-d H-ut I~k >~ b)-gh>-1)- H-nd th>- p>--I
und=-r H-t br)-ught b-ck t3- h>-s m>»-m»>-ry th~ d>-rk turfc-1"-ur>-d wH-t)-r
»-f th- b>-th »-n ClH-ng>w>>-s. Th> b>-x H-f pPrwn tH-ck)-ts »-t h)-s
H1b>-w h>-d just b>->n r)-fl-d H-nd h)- >k up Hdly »n> Hft)-r
FnH-th>-r H-n h)-s gr->-sy f-ng>-rs th- blu> H-nd whd-t> dI-ck-ts,
scr-wi)-d »-nd s>nd>-d H-nd cr)-"-s>-d H-nd b>->-r)ng th> nFm> »H-f
th>- pl=-dg=-r s D>-ly »-r M>-cH-v>)-y.

1 P»--r Busk=-ns.
1 D. CH»»-t.
3 »-rt-cl)-s »-nd Wha-t>-.

1 M»-n’s P)-nts.

Th2-n h)- put th»m D-s>d>- »-nd g>-z2-d th)-ughtfully »-t th)- 19)-d H-f
th- b)-x, sp-ckl=-d w»-th I-us>- m>-rks, »-nd »-sk>-d v-gu-ly:

—H»-w much s th?- cl?-ck f-st n»-w?

H>-s m=-th>)-r str)-"-ght>-n>-d th>> b)-tt)-r-d >-1>-rm cl>-ck th>-t w»-s
ly=-ng »-n »-ts s9-d>- -n th>>- m>-ddI>- H-f th>- m>»-nt>-Ip>->-c- unt>-1 H-ts
d-2-1 sh»-w»-d - qu-rt-r t- tw-Iv>- H-nd th-n I-2-d H-t H-nc) mH)-r)-
»-n H-ts sH-d>)-.

—-n h-ur H-nd twH-nty-F-v> m>-nut)-s, sh- s»--d. Th>- rH-ght tH-m-)-
n>-w s tw-nty p-st t-n. Th>- d>--r kn"-ws y>-u m=>-ght try t> b~ »-n
tm>- f-r y>-ur I9-ctur)-s.

—F-11 9-ut th?- plA-c- f-r m>- t3- w-sh, s9-2-d St>-ph>-n.

—K>-t-y, P31l H-ut th- plo-c- F)-r St>-ph>-n ) w-sh.

—B»-"-dy, -1l D-ut th>)- pl>-c>- f)-r St-ph>-n t)- w>-sh.

—) c-n’t, >="m g>--ng f-r blum-. F-1I H-t H-ut, y?-u, M>-ggy.

Wh»-n tho- -n>m>+11"-d b>-s>-n h>-d b>--n fH-tt)-d H-nt>- th>- wH-Il
2T th)- s-nk »-nd th>- H-Id w>-sh>-ng gl»-v>>- flung H-n th- sH-d>- - H-t
ha- -l19-w"-d h)-s m-th)-r t9- scrub h-s n)-ck H-nd rF>-t H>ntd th)-



f>-1ds »-f h>-s »--rs H-nd »-nt- th>- H-nt>-rst>-c>-s H-t th-- w-ngs »-f h-s
nH-s>-.

—WII, H-t's - p--r )59, sh- $--d, wh-n »- un-v>-rs)-ty stud>-nt
»-s s d)-rty tho-t h-s m>-th>-r h>>-s t- w>-sh h>-m.

—But -t g-v>-s y?-u pl->-sur)-, s-2-d St-ph>-n c)-Imly.

2-n HIr-splH-tt>-ng wh-stl> wHs h»>-rd fr-m upst>>-rs »-nd h>-s
m»-th=>-r thrust =~ d=>-mp 2-v>>-r>-1l H-nt>- h>-s h=>-nds, sH-y>-ng:

—Dry y»-urs?-If H-nd hurry H-ut f-r th= [9-v>- »-f g>->-dn>)-ss.

2= s-c-nd shr-11 wh-stl)-, pra-12-ng=-d »-ngr)-ly, br)-ught H-n>- H-f
th>>- g>-rls t- tho- F>-t H-f th- st>>-rcH-s)-.

—Y s, f-th)-r?

—-s y-ur [D-zy b-tch - »- br-th>-r g-n>- »H-ut y»-t?

—Y>s, fH-th)-r.

—Sur’-?

—Y s, f-th-r.

—Hm!

Th=- g»-rl c-m»- b)-ck, m»-k>-ng s-gns t»- h>>-m t- b~ qu-ck »-nd g»-
H-ut qu--tly by th>- b-ck. St-ph=>-n I)-ugh>-d »-nd s?»--d:

—H>- h2-s - cur)>--us H-d>-> H-f g»-nd>-rs H-f h)- th}-nks - b)-tch »-s
m-scul>-n>-.

—-h, H-t’s = scFnd>-12>-us sh»m>- fr y>-u, St>ph>-n, s»+>-d h)-s
m=-th>-r, »-nd y»-u’ll I)-v- t3- ru- th)- d>-y y?-u st y-ur f>-2-t H-n th-t
plm-c)-. - kn"-w h>-w -t h)-s ch-ng>-d y»-u.

—G»-9-d mH-rnH-ng, »vHryb>-dy, s?»>d St>ph>n, sm>I»-ng Hnd
k»»-ss-ng th)- t3-ps H-f h-s F-ng=-rs H-n H-d»->-u.

Th- I"-n"- b>-h>-nd th>- t>rr-c) wHhs wH-t>-rl-gg>-d H-nd »-s h»)-
w-nt d>-wn -t slH-wly, ch’--s9-ng h>-s st¥ps »m>d h>>ps H>-f wH-t
rubb>-sh, h=- h>->-rd »- m»-d nun scr>->-ch>-ng »-n th>- nuns’ m»-dh»-us>»-
b-y>-nd th>- w»-Il.

—J"-sus! - JP-sus! JP-sus!

H>- sh>-2-k th~ s9-und H-ut H-f h-s H->-rs by -n H-ngry t¥ss H>-f h)-s
h-2-d 2-nd hurr)-2-d 2-n, stumbl?-ng thr-ugh th>- m=2-uld?>-r)-ng -,
h-s h)--rt -Ir>->-dy b>-ttdn by »n H-ch) H>f I»>-th)-ng H-nd
b-tt-rn-ss. H>-s f-th>-r’s wh>-stl»-, h>-s m>-th>-r’s mutt>-r>-ngs, th>-
scry-ch »-f -n unsF>+n mH>+nrHc wHr)> - h>-m nrw s>+ m>-ny
v-)-cF-s Hffnd-ng H-nd thr->-t>n)-ng t>- humbl- th)- prd-d>- H-f



h=-s y2-uth. H>- dr)-v=- th--r »-ch>-2-s H-v>>-n H-ut H>-f h>-s h>->-rt wH-th
H-n xcr-t-n; but, s - wr-lk)-d d>-wn th- FvI-nu>- Hnd fH-It
th=- gr)-y m=>-rn=>-ng [7-ght f~11"-ng »-b=-ut h»-m thr-ugh th>- dr-pp>-ng
tr-)-s H-nd sm-It th?- str-ng>- wH-Id sm>-1l H-f th)- wrH-t [D->-v>-s H-nd
b-rk, h"~s s9-ul w-s I-)-s9-d H-f h"-r m>-s>-r>->-s.

Tha» r--nl=-d>-n tr->-s H+f th- H>vIrnu> Hvr-k)>d »>n h>-m, »-s
HlwHys, m»Fm>-r>-s Hf th) gdrls H-nd wH»m>>-n Hn th> plHys H+f
G»-rh=-rt H2-uptm=-nn; »-nd th>» m>»m»-ry - th>->-r p>-1>- s>-rr-ws »-nd
th>- fro-gr-nc)>- f-110-ng fr-m th>- w>-t br-nch»-s m>-ngl»-d »-n -
m>-2-d - qu--t j-y. HH>s mH>»rmI>ng wHlk H-crd-ss th?- cI-ty h)-d
b-gun, »-nd h>- fFr>-kn-w tho-t »-s h)- prss-d th- slm-bl-nds »-f
F-2-rv)-)>w h> w-uld th)-nk H-f th) cl»Istrd-l sH+IvI-rv)--nH-d
pr-s- - N»wm-n; th)-t s h)» wH-lk>-d H-I"-ng th»- N»-rth Str)-nd
R>-"-d, gl’-nc)-ng H-dly H-t th wnd>-ws »H-f th)- pr-v>-s>->-n sh-ps,
h>- w>-uld r-c -l tho- d>-rk hum=-ur »-f Gu>-d>- CH-v>-lcH-nt>- »-nd
sm=-12-; th)-t -s h>- w-nt by B--rd’s st)>-n=-cutt)}-ng w-rks H-n T-1b>-t
PI?-c»- th?- sp2-ro-t 9-f 2-bs-n w»-uld bl»-w thr)-ugh h>-m -k~ - k”->-n
w-nd, - sp-ri-t Hf wr-yw=-rd b-y>-sh b->-uty; »-nd th>-t p»-ss-ng -
gr-my ma-r¥>-n>- d>FH1»r’s sh-p bryH»nd th>- LIff>y h> w-uld
r-p>->-t th’- s»-ng by B-n J?-ns>-n wh»-ch b»-g»-ns:

F WS -t W -r-r wha-r- ) -y,

H>-s m>-nd wh=n w>->-r->-d H-f H-ts s»->-rch f)-r th- »-ss-nc)- H-f
b-2-uty >m>-d th>- sp-ctr-l wH-rds Hf H-r)-st)-tlH Hr Hqur-n>)-s
turn-d H-ft>n Fr Hts pbr>-sur)- t>- th- d>-rnty sngs »>-f th)-
“»-1"-z2-b"-th>-ns. H>-s m=-nd, »-n th)- v)-stur)- H-f - d>-ubt-ng m»-nk,
st2-d H-ft>n Hn shd-dH»w und>-r th- wHndH>ws H-f th-t H-g>-, t>
h-"-r th- gr)-v>- 2-nd m»-ck>-ng mus>-c H-f th- lut)-n>-sts »H-r th- fr-nk
[D-ught-r > wI)-stcHr->+t)-rs unt>-1 - [D-ugh t->- [D-w, H phri-s»)-,
t>-rn-sh>-d by t>-m=»-, >-f ch>-mb>-r>-ng -nd f-Is>- h>»-n»-ur stung h>-s
m=-nk>-sh pr-d>- »-nd dr--v>- h>-m =-n fr>-m h>-s lurk--ng-pl>-c»-.

Th>>= D" wh>-ch h>- w>-s b)-1"-2-v>-d t)- p>-ss h>-s d)-ys br->-d>-ng
up>-n s tha-t H-t h>-d r-pt h>-m fr-m th>>- c>-mp>>-n>->nsh>-p H-f y>-uth
WS nly = grma-r f sl-nd)-r sH+ntdncr-s frr-m H-r-str-tl)-’s
p>>-t)>cs »nd psych-ID-gy +nd - Synppsrs PhHPsHphre
SchH #st—ce 2d mnt-m dv - Th-me. HH-s th)-nk>-ng w-s »- dusk
H-f d2-ubt -nd s)-I1fm»)-strust, I-t up H-t m>+m-nts by th- I)-ghtn-ngs H-f
H-ntu-t>--n, but I-ghtn)-ngs H-f s cl>-r D~ spl-nd>-ur th>-t H-n th)-s)-



m=-m»-nts th» w-rld p-r)-sh>-d H-b>-ut h>-s -t s H-f »>-t h>-d b>->n
f-r)-cnsum>-d; -nd th-r->-ft)-r h>-s t)>ngu- gro-w h>->-vy »-nd h)-
m=-t th- -y>-s H-f Hth>-rs w-th un>-nsw-r-ng F-y>-s, f>-r h»- f)-1t th--t
th=- sp-r)-t H-f b»->-uty h)-d f)-1d>-d h>»-m r)-und 1"~k - m>-ntl)- H-nd
th-t -n r»vI-r>> Ht [D-)st - h>-d b)>n Hcqud>ntH>-d wH-th
n>-b>-1"-ty. But wh-n th>}-s br->-f pr3-d>- »-f s»-1"-nc?>- uph>-Id h=»>»m n»>-
[P-ng>-r h>- w>-s gin-d t- -nd h>msHIf st>-Il n th- m)-dst H-f
crmma-n 1D-v)-s, p-ssng H»n h-s whry »m=-d tho- squr-I=-r »-nd
N5 -nd sl»-th H-f th- cH-ty F>-rl>-ssly »-nd w>-th »- 1)-ght h-->-rt.

N>->-r th>- h>->-rd>-ngs »-n th>~ c>-n>-1 h- m>-t th>- cH>nsumpt-v>-
m>-n w>-th tho- d>-1I’s f-c- >-nd th>- br-mi»-ss h>-t c>-m=-ng t>-w>-rds
h>-m d>-wn th)- sl?-p>- H-f th)- br)-dg”>- w-th [D-ttl>- st)-ps, t¥-ghtly
butt-n=-d H-nt- h>)-s ch>-cH>- 1)t Hv>-rcH->-t, »-nd h>-1d>-ng h>-s furl»-d
umbr-11"- D sp>-n H-r tw- fr-m hm [9-k>- D d>-v>-n>-ng rH-d. H-t must
b= -12-v)-n, h)- th)-ught, H-nd p>->r-d H-nt>- - d>>ry - s> th)-
t>m=-. Th)- cl?-ck »-n th>- d¥>ry t-Id h)>m th-t Ht wHs fHv)-
ma-nut)-s 3 v but, s h>- turn-d Hw>y, h- h>>rd > clH-ck
s-m=-wh>-r>- n)-"-r h-m, but uns>---n, b>->-t>ng F-1>-v>n str)-k>-s »-n
swH-ft pr-c-s->-n. H>- 19-ugh=>-d H-s = h=2-rd D=t £-r >t m>-d>- h>-m
th-nk »-f M>-cC>-nn; »-nd h>» s>Fw h>m - squr-t f-gur)> »n >
sha»->-t>ng j>-ck>t »-nd br)->-ch>-s »nd wH-th » F2-r g+t
st>-nd=-ng »-n th>- w>-nd Dt H>-pk->-ns’ c-rn>-r, »-nd h>->-rd h--m s>-y:

—D»-d>-lus, y>-u'r)> n HntFsHcr>l bI»>-ng, wrd-pp>-d up »n
y>-ursH-1f. »-"m n>-t. >=’m D= d>»m=-cr)-t H>nd >’ wH-rk »-nd H-ct f)-r
s-cr--1 -b-rty »-nd H-qu-I1D-ty H-m=-ng -l clH-ss?-s H-nd xS Hn
th>- Un»-t9-d St)-t-s - th- H-ur)-p>- H-f tho- futur)-.

D=12-v)-n! Th-n h)= wh-s -t £)-r th)-t ID-ctur)- t)--. Wh-t d)-y H>+-f
th- w2k w-s H-t? H)- stppH>-d -t H n)»wsHgo-nt’s t3- r»->-d th)-
h-2-dl?-n">- >-f - pl-cHrd. Thursd>y. THn t> H-I>vI>n, HnglI-sh;
- 1-v-n t9- twH-Iv)-, Fro-nch; tw-Iv)- t)- H-n=-, phys?-cs. H?>- fH-ncH->-d
- h-ms>-If th> »-ngl>-sh [9-ctur)- H-nd f-1t, H-v>+-n H-t th>-t d>-st-nc>-,
r¥-sth)ss H-nd h>-Ipl>-ss. HY>- s>Fw th)- h>)ds H>+f h)-s cl)ssmIF-t)-s
m--kly b>-nt s th-y wrd-t> H-n th)-r n)>-t)>b)>-ks th)- p))nts
th-y w>-r- b-dd>-n t>- n-t)-, n-m>-n>-1 dH>-f>n>-t>-ns, H-ssHntH>->-|
d>->n>-t>--ns H-nd x> >mpl>-s H-r d>-t>-s H-f b-rth H-r d>-»-th, ch)->-f
w-rks, 2= v -ur)-bl>- H-nd »-n unfHv>-urd-bl>- crh-tH-cHsm sH-d>- by
s>-d»-. H?>-s »wn h>->-d w»-s unb>-nt f-r h)-s th’)-ughts wH>nd>-r>-d
Fbry->-d Hnd wh-th>-r h>- [D-)k>d Hr)und th) ID-tth)- clh-ss H-f



stud=>-nts H-r H-ut H-f th wnd>w »-cr)-ss th- d>-s>1>-t> g-rd>-ns H-f
th- gr)--n -n H-d>)-ur Fss>>12-d h>m H-f ch)»-rlH-ss cH-l1-rd>-mp
H-nd d-c-y. nH-th-r h->-d th>-n h-s, r-ght b>-f>-r>- h>-m »-n th>-
f-rst b-nch>-s, w-s p-2-s-d squ-r-ly »-b>-v>>- H-ts b»-nd»>-ng fH-11>-ws
[k th>= h--d Hf > pro--st H-pp>+I1>-ng w-th>-ut hum>>+I>-ty t)-
th=- t-b>-rn>-cl>- f-r th» humbl>- w=-rsh-pp>-rs H-b=>-ut h-»-m. Why w>-s
H-t th"-t wh-n h=- th"~ught 2-f Cro-nly h=>~ c-uld n-v>-r r->-s3- b-fH-r)-
h=-s m=-nd th>- »-nt>-r>- H>m>>g> Hf h>-s b>-dy but »-nly th- »m»-g>»-
T th>- h)-2-d »-nd f-c>-? H-v>-n nH-w H-g>->-nst th- gra-y curt)-n H-f
th> m>-rn>-ng h> s>Fw Ht b>f>r) hm ID-k> th>- phd-nt>m Hf -
dr-m, tho- ¢ - > s»-vI-r)-d h->-d H-r d>->-th m)-sk, crrwn>-d
-n th- br)-ws by H-ts st-ff blI-ck upr?-ght h=>->-r »-s by »-n »-r)-n cr)-wn.
-t WS = pry--sti-k- ¢, prr--stin-k- n ts pH-l1D-r, H-n th)-
wW-d> wng>-d no-s9-, »-n th)- sha-d>-w>ngs b)-I1">-w th>- H-y>-s »-nd
F1-ng tho- j»ws, pry--sti-k> Hn th)- [D-ps th)-t wHr) I»-ng »-nd
bl->-dI-ss »-nd f>ntly sm>-I"-ng; »-nd St>ph>-n, rH+-m=>mb>-r)-ng
swH-ftly h=w h>- h>-d t>-1d Cr-nly »-f »-1l th- tumults »-nd unr>-st »-nd
["-ng=-ngs »-n h>-s sH-ul, d>-y H-ft>-r d>-y -nd n>-ght by n>-ght, H-nly t)-
b~ nswHr)-d by h2-s fr--nd’s [H-st>n>-ng s>-I1>-ncH-, w>-uld h)-v>-
t)-1d h-ms»-If th-t H-t w-s th- F)-c)- H-f - gu-lty pr->-st wh>- h>->-rd
c-nf-ss-ns H-f th-s>- wh-m h)- h2-d n2-t pw>H-r t- D-bs>H-Iv>)- but
th-t h)- -1t >-g>--n H-n m>m»-ry th>- g2~z H-f »-ts d>-rk w»-m»>-n»-sh
»-y)-s.

Thr)-ugh th-s m=>-g>- h>- h>-d 2 gl»-mps> >f - strr-ng>- dH-rk
crvarn -f sp-cul-tn but H-t HncH> turn+d FwHy frrm H-t,
f-1-ng th)-t H>t wIs ndt y>-t th)>- hd-ur t> Hnt)r -t But th)-
n-ghtsh-d>- >-f h>s fr->+nd’s PI-stld-ssnd-ss s»+>+mH>d t> b)-
d¥-ffus?-ng -n th>= »>r »-r)und h>»m > t»nud-us »-nd d>->-dly
F-xh>=12-t)-n H-nd h>- f-und h>-ms>-If gl>-ncH-ng fr-m H-n>- cH-su -
w-rd t- H-n-th)-r H-n h>-s rI-ght H-r 1-ft )-n st-19-d wHnd>-r th)-t th)-y
ha-d b>-)-n s~ s)-1-ntly H-mpt>-)-d H-f Hnst>+nt)-n)->-us sHns>- unt)-I
H-vA-ry m>->-n sh-p -g>-nd b>-und h>-s m>-nd I9-k>- th>- wH-rds H-f »-
sp-11»-nd h>)-s s»-ul shra-v-11"-d up s>-gh=>-ng w>-th »-g=>- »-s h>- w-lk»-d
Hn Hn > P> >mIng h->ps H+f d>>d [D-ngur-g>-. HI>s Hwn
c-nsc--usn-ss H-f I-ngur-g> w>-s H-bb>-ng fr-m h>-s bra->-n J-nd
tr-ckl-ng H-nt)- th>- v -ry w»-rds th--ms>-1v>>-s wh>-ch s»-t t- b»-nd »-nd
d>-sb>-nd th>ms>-Iv>-s »-n w>>-yw>-rd rhythms:



Th»)- vy wh»-n»-s up>n th)- w-Il,
»-nd wh=-n»-s »-nd tw-n>-s up>n th)- wII,
Th»)- y 11w vy upn th)- wl,
vy, vy up th- wH-Il.

D-d -ny>-n> H>vI>r h>=>r such dr-v>1? LI-rd H>-Im>-ghty! Wh»-
HvI-r h-)-rd H-f vy whd-n-ng H-n > wHII? Y-1I-w H-vy; th)-t wh-s
M1 r-ght. Y )-11-w H-vI-ry H-1s)-. H-nd wh-t H-b-ut H-vH-ry H-vy?

Th= w-rd n2-w sh-n>- 2-n h>-s br)->-n, cII-rI-r H-nd br)-ghtH>-r th>-n
Fny >vHry sHwn fr-m th)- m-tt)-d tusks H-f HI>-pho-nts. v ry,
PN PP PP Hur nd H-f th- PIrst xmpld-s th-t h)-
h3-d P>t »-n L>t»n hI-d run: »nd>-» mttt -bur; »-nd h)-
r)-c)-112-d th>- shr-wd n>-rth-rn f-c>- - th)- rH-ct-r wh>- h--d t-ught
h-m t~ c)-nstru- th- MI>t>Fm>-rph)-s)s Hf H-vI>-d H»n > cHurtly
H-ngl¥-sh, m>-d>» wh>»ms>-cH)-I by th mI*+nt>+>n >+f pIrkHrs Hnd
p-tsh-rds -nd ch’-n>-s H-f b»-cH-n. HH»- h-d »-)-rnt whH-t [D-ttl)- h)-
kn-w - tho- -ws H-f L-tn v-rs)- fr-m - r-gg>-d bk wr-tt)-n
by - P)-rtugu-s9- pro-»-st.

CH-ntra-h-t H-r-t>-r, v-r->-nt H-n cHFrm>-n>- vI-t)-s.

Th- crr-s>s Hnd vH-cth»r»>s H»nd sHcHssH>ns Hn RHI»m>H-n
h-st)-ry wa-r)- h>-nd>-d »-n t>- h>m -n th>- tr)-t> wh-rds »n tHnt)-
d»-scr -m>-n»->-nd h>- ha-d tr-"-d t3 pH>>-r H>nt)- th- sH-c>>-1 IH-f>)-
> th)- o>ty H>f cH>t>>-s thrd-ugh th>- w-rds H>mplAr- Him
d #-n-r »--rum wh»-ch th>- r)-ct)-r h--d r-nd>-r)-d s»-n»>-r)-usly J-s th>-
»11-ng - - p-t wh-th d>-n>-r>->-s. Th>- p-g>-s Hf h-s trm>»w>-rn
H>-r)-c)> n-vo-r f-It c)-Id t- th)- t>uch »vn wh>n hr>s »wn
fng>-rs wa-r)- c)-ld; th)-y wH-r- hum>-n pr-g>-s »-nd f-fty y>-»-rs
b-f)-r)- th-y h)-d b>->-n turn’)-d by th hum=>-n fH>ng>-rs H-f J)-hn
Dunc-n -nv-r)-r)-ty Hnd by h)s br-th)r, WHI->+m M>lcH-Im
Fnv-r-r-ty. Y-S, th-s- w-r)- n-bl»- n-m=»-s »-n th>- dusky flyl>->-f
-nd, v H-n -1 s pH-r - L-t)-n>-st »-s h>-, th- dusky vI-rs9-s wH-r)-
2-s fr)-gr)-nt D-s th>-ugh th>-y h>-d I-)-n -1l th)-s) y>-rs »-n myrtl)-
H-nd -v>-nd>-r H>nd vI-rv>->-n; but y>-t >t wr-und>-d h>-m t)- th)-nk
th"-t h"= w>-uld n")-v=>~r b~ but - shy gu-st H-t th- f--st H-f th>- w-rld’s
cultur)- »-nd th>-t th>= m>-nk>-sh I"->-rn>-ng, »-n t>-rms »-f wh>-ch h>-
WS str-v)-ng t- f-rg=)- »-ut H-n »-sth>-t)-c ph>-1"-s>-phy, w>-s h--Id n)-
h>-gh=>-r by th»- 2-g> h>- I)-v>-d »-n th>-n th- subtl>- »-nd cur)-»-us
j-rg-ns f ha-r)-Idry H-nd f>-IcH-nry.



Th- gr)-y blD-ck »-f Tr-no)-ty H-n ha-s )-ft, st h->vI-ly »-n th)-
cH-ty’s H-gn-r¥>-ncH- k> = dull st>n>- s>t »-n - cumbr-us rH-ng,
pull»-d h=s m2-nd d>-wnw>-rd »-nd wh2-1- h?- w-s str-v>-ng th>-s wH-y
F-nd th)-t t3 fr-) hd-s )t frym th)- fH-ttd-rs H-f th)- r-FFrm-H-d
c-nsc--nc)>- h)- crm=- up-n th)- dr-ll str-tud- H-f th- n-t--n>H-
Pt > Hr-1"-nd.

H>- )-2-k)-d Dt H-t w-th>-ut »-ng»-r; f-r, th-ugh s»-th H-f th)- b-dy
H-nd H-f th- s9-ul cra-pt H-vHr Ht 1Dk unsH>>-n vI-rm=>-n, H-v>-r th>)-
shuffl-ng -t »-nd up th»- f>+Ilds »-f th- cl>->-k »-nd D-r)-und th)-
SFrvy-17- h2-2-d, H-t s->m=-d humbly c-nsc)--us H-f H-ts H»-nd»-gn»H-ty.
-t w-s > F-rb)-1g H-n th- bd-rr-wH-d clH-H-k H-f > M>-12-s>-)-n; H-nd
h»- th"-ught -f h>-s fr-"-nd D>-v>-n, th)- p>->sI-nt studH>-nt. H-t w-s »-
j-st>-ng n»-m»- b-tw->-n th-m, but th>- y»-ung p->-s>-nt b>-rH> wr-th
-t [D-ghtly:

—G» >, StV > h-v- - ha-rd h--d, y-u t)-1l m>-. CH1l m»-
wh»-t y=-u w>H-Il.

Th- h»=m»-ly v)-rs->-n H-f h-s chrd-st>-n n>m=>- »H-n th- 1)-ps H-f
h»-s fr--nd h"-d t3-uch-d St»-ph>-n plI»->-s¥-ntly wh>-n f3-rst h--rd f)-r
h- w-s s f-rm>-1 H-n sp>--ch wH-th Hth)-rs s th-y w-r) w-th
h>-m. D-ft)-n, »-s - st »-n DI-v>-n’s rH->ms H-n Gra-nth>-m Stro--t,
w-nd>-rH-ng H-t h)-s fr->nd’s wH-ll-m»-d>- b>->-ts th)-t fl-nk>-d th>)-
W11 p-2-r by p»->-r -nd r-p>->-t>ng >-r h>-s fr--nd’s sH»mpl>- H-H-r
th>= v»)-rs-s »-nd c-d>-ncH-s H-f H-th>-rs wh-ch wHr)- th- v)--Is »-f
h»)-s -wn I")-ng="-ng »-nd d>-j>-ct)-n, th>- rud> FH-rb>-Ig m>-nd H-f h>)-s
[D-st>-ndr h>-d drd>wn h)s m>nd t>w>rds Ht >nd flung H-t b)-ck
2-g7--n, dr-w=-ng H-t by - qu--t >nbr-d cH-urt)-sy H-f H-tt)-nt)>->-n
-1 by - qu--nt turn H-f H-Id H-ngl>-sh sp>->-ch H-r by th- fHrcH>- H-f H-ts
d-1"-ght »-n rud>- b>-d>-ly sk»-ll—Fr D>-vI-n h-d st H-t th)- F-)-t H-f
M»>-ch>-2-1 Cus-ck, th- G->-1—r>-p>-11"-ng sw>-ftly »-nd sudd--nly by »-
gr-ssn=-ss -t H»-nt>-11--g>-nc>- »-r by »- bluntn=-ss H-f f->-1"-ng »-r by »-
dull st=ro= -f t-rrd-r H-n th- H-y»-s, th- t3-rr-r H-f s)-ul H-f - st»-rv-ng
H-r¥-sh v-119-g>- H-n wh>-ch th)- curf>w w>-s st-1l - n)-ghtly f>->-r.

S»-d>- by s-d>- w»-th h=s m>»m»-ry »-f th- d>->-ds Hf pro-w»-ss »-f
h2-s uncl?> M2t D>-vn, th) -thiD-t)-, th)- yI)ung pH>r>sHhnt
w-rsha-pp>-d th- sH-rr-wful 19-g-nd H-f »-r)-I=-nd. Th> g>-ss»p Hf
h=-s f-11"-w-stud>-nts wh=-ch str-v>)- t- r-nd>-r th- fI-t - H-f th)-
c-11-g- s-gna-f-c)-nt H-t H-ny c-st ID-v>-d t- th-nk H-f h-m »-s »)-
y=-ung f-n>->-n. H»-s nurs»- h>-d t>-ught h>»m »-r>-sh »-nd sh>-p>-d h>-s



rud>- H>m=2-g>Fn)-t>+>-n by th- br)-k>-n I)-ghts H>-f H-r)sh myth. H»)-
st--d t>-w»-rds th>- myth up”>-n wh»>-ch n?- »-nd>-v>>-du”-1 m>-nd h>-d
H-v-r dr-wn H-ut - 1=n)- -f b-)-uty H-nd t)- H-ts unwH-H-ldy t)-1)-s
th>-t d-v>>-d>-d th-ms>-Iv>)-s »-s th»-y m>-v>>-d d>-wn th>>- cycl?-s »-n th)-
$>m- H-tt-tud- H-s t>wH-rds th- R>»-m=>-n cH-th>-17-c r-17-g»>->-n, th)-
H-tt)-tud)- H-f - dullwI-tt)-d [D-y>I s)-rf. Wh-ts--v-r H-f th)-ught H-r
»-f £-21)-ng c>Fm>- ) h>m fr-m H>ngld-nd H-r by w-y H-f Hngl?)-sh
cultur’>- h>»s m>-nd st>>-d H-rm=-d »-g>->-nst H-n H>+b>-d>>ncH - »-
pP-ssw-rd; nd H-f th- wH-rld tho-t I~y b)-y>-nd »-ngl>-nd h>- kn>w
H-nly th)- f-r>+>-gn 1-g>->n H>f Fr-ncH> H-n wha-ch h)- sprk)> »f
$-rv-ng.

Co-upl?-ng th?>-s Hmb>-t>+>n wIth th> y>ung m>n’s hum»-ur
St¥-ph-n h-d H-ft3-n cH-1I2-d h»-m H-n>- H-f th)- t>m>- g H-nd
th-r)- wrs H»vn - prrnt Hf Hrext>-t>Hn Hn th)» nHr-m>)-
p>--nt)-d H-g>-nst th)-t v-ry r-luct>+nc>- H-f sp->-ch H-nd d>->-d »H-n
h»-s fr-2-nd wh~ch s2->m»-d s~ H-ft>-n t- st>-nd b>-tw=->-n St>-ph>-n’s
m2-nd, H-)-g>-r - sp-culH>-t>>-n, H-nd th>- h)-dd>-n wHys H-f H-r)-sh
-

“-n"- n-ght th>- y»-ung p>-2-s-nt, h>-s sp-r)-t stung by th>- v->-1)-nt
-1 luxur"->-us [?-ngu>-g=- >-n wh>-ch St-ph>-n »-scH>p>-d fr-mth>- c)-Id
s>Hirncy> Hf nvlid-ctud-l rrv-It, h-d c-ll-d up b-frr)-
St»ph>-n’s m>-nd - strr-ng> v I>s»>+n. Thr> twr wHr) wH-lkH-ng
si-wly t»w»-rds D-v-n’s r->ms thr)-ugh th- d>-rk nd-rr-w str-)-ts
T th»- p>->r-r jH-ws.

—) tho-ng h>-pp>-n>-d t> mysH-If, StHv>-, [D-st »-utumn, c»-m=-ng
2-n wH-ntH-r, H-nd > nHvH-r t)-Id -t ) - [D-vHng sH-ul H-nd y?>-u H-r)-
th=> £)-rst p-rsH-n nw = H-v)-r t-1d -t t9-. = d>-sr>F-m>Fmb>H-r H-f H-t
W=s H=ctbH-r H-r N>»-v>mbH-r. >t wh-s H-ct>b>-r bI-cH-usH> >+t wh-s
b-f)-r)- - cFm>- up h-r)- - j»--n th» mI>-tr-cul>-t>--n cl)-ss.

St»ph>-n h>-d turn’-d h>-s sm>-1"-ng »y>-s t>w>-rds h>-s fr)--nd’s
f-c)-, fl-tt-r)-d by h-s c-nf>-d>-ncH- »-nd wH-n »-v>-r t- symp»-thy by
th- sp->-k>-r’s s9-mpl)- »-ccH-nt.

—> w-s FwIry Hll tha-t d)y fr>-m my Hwn pl-cH HvIHr »Hn
Butt)-v>-nt—>- d>-n’t kn-w >f y>-u knw wh>-r)- tho-t »-s—>t -
hurl?®-ng m»-tch b>-tw=>-2-n th~ Cr)-k-’s »-wn B-ys J-nd th>- F>->-rl>)-ss
Thurl>-s H-nd by G»-d, St-v)>-, th)-t w-s th h-rd fH-ght. My fH-rst
c-us>-n, F-nsy D-v>-n, w»-s str-pp=-d t- h=>-s buff th»-t d»-y m=-nd>-ng
c -~ £9-r th- L»-m>-r-cks but h= w>-s up w-th th- f-rw>-rds h>-If th-)-



t>m>- »-nd sh)-ut)ng 1Dk m>-d. > nHFvHr wrll F)-rg>-t thr)-t d>-y.
Fn)- f th- Cr-kd-s md-d>- > wH-)-ful wr-p> -t h-m Hn) trm)-
w-th h2-s c>m>-n H-nd H dH-cl-r> t> GId h> wIs wH-th)n Hn
»-m’s H-c)- - gH-ttd-ng -t H-t th>- s9-d>- H-f h)-s tF-mpl>-. H-h, h>-n>-st
t)- G2-d, - th- cro-)-k »-f »-t c-ught h>-m th>-t t>-m>- h>> w>-s d-n)-
.

— m gl?-d h?~ »-sc)-p>-d, St>-ph>-n h-d s>->-d w>-th »- 1)-ugh, but
sur-ly th=-t’s n>-t th>- str-ng>- th->-ng th>-t h--pp>-n>-d y>-u?

—W-Il, - supp-s> thh-t d>-sn’t HntH>rI-st y»-u, but I-I)-stw-ys
th-r>- w>-s such n>->-s>- »-ft)-r th>>- m--tch th-t > m=>-ss»-d th>- tr>->-n
h-m»=-»-nd - c-uldn’t g7-t »-ny k-nd - - y>-k>- t)- gH-v> m>- - -t
r, s luck w>-uld h>-v)- H-t, th-r- w-s » m-ss mH>>-t>ng thH-t
sF+m>- dH-y FvIr Hn CHstiH-t>+wnrd-ch)- H-nd I th> cI-rs H-n th)-
cH-untry w-r)- th-r)-. S~ th-r w-s n)-th-ng f-r H-t H-nly t9- st)y
th- n-ght H-r t3- £t -t H-ut. WHII, - st-rt)-d t3- wH-Ik H-nd H-n »-
wH-nt H-nd Ht wHs c>FmH>+ng H+n nH+ght whn > gHt H»nt) th)
B-llyh=-ur>- h2-lIs, tho-t’s b-tt)-r th>-n t-n m>-12-s frr-m K>FIm>-11»-ck
“-nd th-r>-’s »- I2-ng [D-n>-ly r--d H-ft>-r th-t. Y-u w>-uldn’t s~ th>)-
s-gn - - chr)-st>-"-n h"-us>- »-17-ng th>- rH->-d »-r h’->-r » s9-und. H-t
w-s p-tch do-rk H-Im»-st. H-ncH H-r twH-c) - st)pp>-d by th)» why
und=-r 2= bush t- r-dd>-n my p>-p>- »-nd H>-nly f-r th>- d>w w>-s th--ck
-"d h)-v- str)-tch-d H-ut th>-r- -nd sl?-pt. -t [D-st, >-ft>-r >~ b)-nd H-f
th>- r>2-d, » spP>d > Dt cH-tt-g> wH-th - ID-ght H-n th)-
w-nd>-w. = w-nt up H-nd kn-ck>-d H-t th)- d>>-r. >~ v )>-c) »sk)-d
wh>= w-s tho-r- -nd 2 nswHr-d - w>-s HvI-r H-t th)- m>-tch »-n
Butt)-v>)-nt H-nd w>-s w-lk>-ng b>-ck »-nd th>-t »-’d b}~ th--nkful f)-r »-
gl-ss H-f whr-tr. H>ft)-r H- wh)-1>- - y>-ung wrm=>-n D-p>n>)-d th)-
d?--r -nd br)-ught m> H-ut > b’)g mug Hf mIlk. Sh wds h)-If
undr-ss?-d -s H-f sh- w-s g->-ng t- b>-d wh>-n - kn=-ck>-d »-nd sh>-
h2-d h>-r h>->-r h>-ng»-ng »-nd - th>-ught by h>-r f>-gur) =-nd by
s>-m»-th--ng »-n th>- 1)k H-f h-r H-y>-s th>-t sh-- must b~ c>-rry>-ng »-
ch”-1d. Sh»- k2-pt m>- »-n t>-lk 2 I)-ng wh>-1)- H-t th>~ d>>-r H-nd »-
th"-ught »-t str-ng>- b>-c)-us>- h>-r br)->-st »-nd h-r sh>-uld>-rs wH-r)-
b-r?-. Sh)- »-sk>d m>- w>-s - t3-r-d H-nd wH-uld H- I~k t- st)-p th)-
n>-ght th-r>-. Sh>- s9-2-d sh- w>-s >l »-12-n>- »-n th»- h>-us- »-nd th-t
h-r husb-nd h>-d g>-n- th)-t m>-rn-ng t Qu-nst>wn w>-th h)-s
s¥str v s> hdr Hff. -nd -1l th)- t>mI> sh> wIs t>-lk)-ng,
St»v-, sh- ha-d hd-r H-y>-s f-x-d H-n my f)-c>- H-nd sh)- st)->-d s>



cl¥-s9- 3 m)- - cH-uld h)--r h)-r br->-th--ng. Wh>-n »- h)-nd>-d h>-r
b-ck th»- mug H-t I)-st sh?- -k my h>-nd t- dr>-w m»- H-n H-v>-r th)-
thr-sh-1d »-nd s?--d: ‘C-m»- -n Hnd sty th>- npght hAr - Y Hu'v)-
n cHl t»- b frghtrnd. Thpr2’s n’- »n» »n >t but
PursHvAs....” )= dI-dn’t g n, Stv -, - th-nk>-d h)-r H-nd wH-nt
H-n my Wy -g>->-n, 21l H-n »- FFvH-r. -t th)- F)-rst b-nd H-f th)- rH-»-d
2 19--k>-d b-ck »-nd sh)- w»-s st¥-nd>-ng »-t th- d>--r.

Th- I9-st w-rds H-f D>-v>-n’s std-ry s9-ng »-n hs m>»m>-ry »-nd th»)-
fgur)- H-f th» wr»m>n Hn th> stdry stH>-d f-rth r-fl-ct)-d Hn
H-thd-r f)-gurd-s H-f th)- pFI»sH»nt wH»m>n wh>+m h) h)>+d s»>n
st-nd>-ng »-n th>- d>>-rwD-ys H-t CI)-n- s th)- c)-l19-g>- cH-rs drH-v>)-
by, s = typ> H>f h-r r-c> »-nd H-f hd-s H>wn, H»= bH»-th-k> sH-ul
wH-k-ng t> th- cFnscrusnd-ss Hf H+ts»If H+n dI-rknd-ss »-nd
s9-cro-cy nd I-n>-1"-n>-ss H-nd, thra-ugh th- Hy»-s »-nd v>->-c> >-nd
g-stur)- - - w»m=-n wr-th)-ut gu-1-, cH-11-ng th>- str-ng>-r t9- h-r
b»-d.

¥ h-nd w-s [--d »-n h-s rm »-nd - y>-ung v>->-c3- cr->-d:

—-h, g-ntlH-m>-n, y-ur Hwn gI-rl, s9-r! Th- f-rst h»-ndsH-I t)-d>-y,
g-ntl-m>-n. Buy th”-t [D-v-ly bunch. W>-Il y»-u, g=-ntl»-m»-n?

Th>~ blu»- fI-w»-rs wh>-ch sh>- [9-ft>-d t-w>-rds h»-m »-nd h>-r y»>-ung
blu- Hy>s s»+>rmH>-d t» hd»m Ht th)-t Hnst>nt »mHgHrs Hf
gu>-1-12-ssn-ss, H-nd h>= h-1t)-d -1l th>- H>m>-g>- h>-d v-n>-sh>)-d
»-nd h>- s9-w H-nly h>-r r-gg=-d dro-ss »-nd d>mp c>-rs- h>->-r »-nd
h=-yd=>-n=-sh f-c»-.

—D»-, g?-ntl-m>-n! DH-n’t F>-rg"-t y>-ur >~wn g>-rl, s-r!

— h-v>)>- n- m>-n-y, s9--d St-ph--n.

—Buy tha-m [9-v)-ly >-n>-s, w1l y»-u, s2-r? H-nly »- p>-nny.

—D»-d y>-u h>>r wh>t » s»F>d? »sk>+d St>ph>-n, b>-nd>-ng
t>w-rds h-r. »- t3-1d y>-u - h>-d n- ma>-n>-y. -t y>-u H>-g>>nn)w.

—W-II, surd-, y2-u wll s9+-m- do-y, sH-r, pl»->s» GH-d, th) gH-rl
-NswH-r-d H-ft-r H-n H-nst-nt.

—P»-ss7-bly, s2-2-d St-ph=-n, but - d-n’t th-nk -t -k>-ly.

H>- [9-ft h2-r qu-ckly, f-2-r)-ng th>-t h)-r »-nt»m»-cy m=>-ght turn t>-
g>-b>-ng F-nd w-sh-ng t)- b~ H-ut H-f th>- wHy b)) sh)- H-ff>-r)-d
ha-r w-r- t- -n>-th>-r, = t>ur)-st frr-m H-ngl>-nd »-r - stud>-nt H-f
Tr-nd-ty. Gr-ftn Strd--t, H-19-ng wh-ch h>- wH-lk>-d, pr-I>-ng>-d
th-t m>»m>-nt H-f d>-scH-ur-g>-d pr-v>r-rty. -n th r--dwH-y -t th)-



h-2-d H-f th- str)-t > sib wh-s st t) th)» mI>FmH-ry H+f WH-If>)-
T>+n> Hnd h» rFm>+mbH>r>+-d h>-vIng b>>n prrsHnt wi-th hd-s
f-th-r H-t Hts [D-y>ng. H> rF-m>mb-r)-d w>H-th bI-tt)-rn)-ss th)-t
sc»-n>- H-f t>wdry tr)-but)-. Th-r- w-r)- f-ur Fro-nch d>-19-g>-t>-s H-n
2 br-k=»- »-nd »-n>~, >~ plump sm=>~1"-ng y>-ung m->-n, h-1d, w-dg=-d »n
> str-ck, > crd H>n whd-ch wHrr> pr-nt)-d th)- w-rds: ViHv)-
I” 52-rl 2-nd !

But th)- tr--s »-n St>-ph>-n’s Gr--n wH-r)- fra-gr-nt H-f r->-n »-nd
th>= r--ns>-dd>-n H->-rth gH-v>- f-rth »H-ts m>-rt-1 H-d>-ur, > H->nt
»-nc"-ns>- r-s+-ng upw>-rd thra-ugh th-- m=>-uld fr>-m m>-ny h-»-rts. Th-
s-ul H-f tho- g-11"-nt vA-n>-I cH-ty wh)-ch ho-s H-1d-rs h>-d t9-I1d h>-m H-f
h-d shrunk w»-th t-m»- t- )~ f-)-nt m>-rt)-1 >-d>-ur r)-s>ng fr>-m th>-
»-)-rth -nd h>- kn>-w th>-t H-n > m>+m=>>-nt wh>-n h>- H»-nt>r)-d th)-
s>mbra- c-11"-g>- h> w»-uld b~ c-nsc>->-us »H-f - cH-rrupt>--n »H-th>-r
th=>-n th>-t »-f Buck »-g>-n »-nd Burnch>-p>-1 Wh>-1)-y.

Pt w-s t)-)- [t t)- g*)- upst-)-rs t)- th- Fr)-nch cl)-ss. HD- cr)-ss»-d
th- h2-1l -nd )k th- cHred-dH-r t)- th)- I-ft whd-ch I9-d t)- th)-
phys?-cs th=-2-tr)-. Th)» cFrrd-d>r wHs dI-rk H-nd sF+IH-nt but n)-t
unw>-tchful. Why d2-d h2- -1 tho-t H-t w>)-s n)-t unw>-tchful? W>-s -t
b-c-us?- h- h-d h-2-rd tho-t »-n Buck Wh>-1)-y’s t3-m»- th)-r) w>-s
D= scr)-t strdred-s- th-r>=? H-r whr-s th)- j-sud-t h-us) »-xtr)--
t>-re-t-r->-1 -nd w>-s h- wr-1k>-ng »-m»-ng »-1>->-ns? Th>- »-r>-1">-nd
f T3n-nd H-f Pl $9--m»-d t)- h-v>)- r-c)-d>-d H-n spH-c)-.

H>- »-p2-n>-d th)- d)--r H-f th)- th--tr)- »H-nd h)-It)-d H-n th)- ch)-lly
gr>-y -ght th-t struggl?-d thr-ugh th>)- dusty w>-nd>-ws. - f-gur)- w>-s
cry-uch-ng b»-fr)- th>- 19-rg»- gr-t> H-nd by H-ts [»->-nn>-ss »-nd
gr)>-yn="-ss h"- kn>-w th>-t »-t w>-s th>- d»->-n H-f stud>->-s [?)-ght)-ng th»-
f-r)-. Sty>-ph>-n cl-s)-d th)- d>»r qur--tly H-nd »-ppr>--ch>-d th»)-
f»-r)-plH-c)-.

—G»--d m>»-rn-ng, sH-r! CHn > h)-Ip y>-u?

Th=- pra-»-st [9-2-k>-d up qu-ckly »-nd s»->-d:

—n>- m>m-nt n>w, Mr D-d>-lus, H-nd y>-u wHIl s, Th)-r)- H-s
=N -rt -n 1D-ght>+ng - -r-. W h-v)- th- 1=l H-rts H-nd w-
h2-v>)- th- us"-ful H-rts. Th-s »-s H-n>- H-f th)- usH-ful H-rts.

—>= Wl try t9- [9-)-rn H-t, s9--d St)-ph>-n.

—N»-t t much ¢, s»-d th>- d>->-n, wH-rk>>-ng bro-skly »-t h)-s
t)-sk, th>-t »-s »-n=- »-f th>- s-cr-ts.



H>- pr)-duc?-d f-ur cH-ndl)--butts fr-m th- s»-d>-p>-ckI-ts H-f h)-s
s-ut>-n>- »-nd pl»-cH-d th-m d)-ftly >m>-ng th>- cH->-Is »-nd tw>-st)-d
p>-p-rs. St-ph>-n w-tch"-d h>-m H-n s»-12-nc)-. Kn»--1"-ng thus »-n th)-
fl-gst»n>- t>» k»ndl>- th>- f>+r> H>nd bus>+>d wHIth th)
dd-sprsrt->+n Hf hds wIksps H+f pHrprr +nd cI-ndl»--butts h>)-
s> >+m>-d mH>-r)- th-n H-vI-r » humbl>- sHrvH-r m>-k>-ng r>->-dy th)-
pl-c- Hf s)-cr)-f-c)- H-n H-n H-mpty t>mpl)-, - -vI-t)- H-fth- LH-rd.
LY-k> D [D-v-t>’s r>-b)> >Hf pl->+n [D-nHn th) fH-dH>+d wHrm
sH-ut)>n> dr-p>-d th- kn>->-I>-ng fHgur)> »>-f H>+n)» wh)>m th)
c-n-n-cH-1s H-r th- b)-1lb>-rd>-r>-d »-ph>-d w>-uld H-rk »-nd tr-ubl>-.
H»-s v )-ry b-dy h>-d w>-x-d 2-I1d H-n ID-wly s-rv)-c)- »-f th- L)-rd—
»-n tFndH>+ng th> ) up>+n th- Hlt)r, H-n bI»F>+r)ng t>dIngs
s-cra-tly, »-n w-"-t-ng up>-n w>-rldI?-ngs, H-n str-k=-ng sw-ftly wh»-n
b>-dd>-n—>-nd y>-t h-d r»F-m=>->-n>-d ungr)-c>-d by H-ught H-f sH->-ntly
r f pry-1-t-c b-)-uty. N>y, h)-s vo-ry s9-ul h-d wH-x>-d H-Id »-n
th-t s-rv)-c) wH-th>-ut gr-w>-ng t>w>-rds I9-ght H-nd b>->-uty H-r
spry--d>-ng >-br>>-d > swrI>+t HdIur H>f h)r sH+nctty—)-
ma»-rt»f>+d wHll n» m>+r> rsprnsH+v ) th- thr)-ll Hf Hts
F»b>-d>->-nc> th-n wHs t th)- thr-ll H-f D-v) Hr cH+mbI-t h)-s
g >>+ng bd)-dy, spHr >nd sFnHwy, grry>d wHth > sHlvI-r-
p»--nt>-d d=-wn.

Th= d?-2-n r)-st>-d b>-ck »-n h?-s hunk?-rs »-nd w-tch-d th- st-cks
co-tch. St-ph-n, t9- -1l th- s»-1-nc)-, sH-)-d:

—~ 2-m sur?- H- cH-uld n)-t [H-ght - fH-r)-.

—Yu > n Hrtrst, e yru nt, Mr DI-d>-lus? s--d th)-
d>--n, gl?-nc>-ng up H-nd bl-nk>-ng h>-s pH-1"- H»y>-s. Th)- H-bj)-ct H-f
th- -rt-st s th> crrH-t>n Hf th)> bI)ut)>-ful. WhH-t th)-
b--ut)-ful H-s »-s Hn>-th>-r qu-st>--n.

H»- rubb»-d h=-s h-nds sI=-wly »-nd dr>-ly H-v>-r th)- d>-ff>-culty.

—C»-n y»-u s-Iv)- tho-t qud-st2-n n)»-w? h- H-sk-d.

—>qu-n-s, HFnswHr)-d St>+phd-n, sP>yspulcr- sunt que vHsH-
pl2-c2nt.

—Th=s £ b-f>-r)- us, s»-d th- d>->-n, wHIl b~ pl»-2>-sHng t>-
th- -y Wl H-t th-r - b= b-)-ut-ful?

—>n s> Fr Hs Ht Hs HFpprr-h)-nd>-d by th)- sght, who-ch »-
supp>-s= m--ns h-r- H-sth-t)-c FntrlIn-ctr>n, >t wHrll b
b-"-ut>-ful. But H-qu-n"-s s sHys B»num st #n qurd tnd»t



Ppp AHAHtus. H-n s -1 -s -t sFt)-st)-s th> H-n>m»-I crh-vH-ng fH-r
w-rmth f-r)- H-s )= g->-d. >-n h-1l, h»wH-vI-r, H-t s H-n HvI-l.

—Qu-t)- 5=, s--d th>)- d)--n, y2-u h2-v- c-rt--nly ho-t tho- nH--I
2-n th>>- h>->)-d.

H»>- r-s2- n)-mbly »-nd w-nt t-w>-rds th- d>->-r, s)t H-t H-j>-r »-nd
s-)-d:

—~ dro-ught »-s s9-2-d t)- b~ - h>-Ip »-n th-s> mI-tt)-rs.

s )= c+m- b-ck t9- th)- ho)--rth, I9-mp-ng si?-ghtly but w>-th »-
bra-sk st-p, St>-ph>-n sH-w th)- sH-1-nt sH-ul H-f - Fsu-t 19k H-ut -t
h»m fr-m th)= p>-1)- [D-v)-1)-ss Hy>-s. Lk H-gn)-t)us h)- wh-s
[-m»- but H-n h>-s H-y>-s burn>-d n>- spH-rk H-f >-gn>-t>-us’ H>nthus>->-sm.
F-v-n th)- [D-gH>-ndH-ry cra-ft H>-f th) c>»mp+ny, - cr-ft subtld-r H-nd
m>-r)- sH-cr)-t th-n H-ts f-bl-d b>->ks H-f s-cr)-t subtl)- w-sd>-m,
h-d n)-t -r)-d h?-s s-ul wa-th th>- >+nd)rgy H>-f H-p>-sti)-sh)p. -t
$>rm-d s H-f h- us-d tho- sh-fts »-nd I9-r)- H-nd cunn’-ng H-f th)-
w-rld, D-s b-dd=>-n t)- d>-, f-r th- gr->-t>-r gld-ry »>-f G>-d, wr-th-)-ut
7y »n th--r h)-ndlD-ng H-r h)-tr)-d H-f th)-t »-n th>-m wh>-ch w-s
H-v-1 but turn"-ng th»=m, w>-th - f>-rm g>-stur) H-f >-b>-d>->nc)>- b>-ck
up>-n th=ms>-1v>>-s H-nd f)-r H-1l th-s s>12-nt sH-rvI-cH- -t $»>+m)-d H-s
H-f )= 1-v-d nH-t H-t -l th> m)-st-r H-nd 19-ttl1)-, H-f H-t I, th- H-nds
h)- s+rv)-d. SHmMH >t Haqup- s2n»s brculus, h- whs, s th)-
f-und>-r w>-uld h>-v>)- h>-d h>-m, I)-k>>- »- st>-ff »-n »-n >-1d m=>-n’s h>-nd,
- b= n)-d n Hn th> r>>-d >t nd-ghtf>-Il D-r Hn str)-ss H-f
w-H-thd-r, t)- [ w-th H- ID-dy’s n)-sH-g>-y »-n - gH-rdH-n sH>H-t, t)-
b= r--s-d »-n m>-n>-c)-.

Th>- d>->n rm-turn)-d t- th>- h>->-rth »>-nd b>-g>n t> strr-k> h>-s
ch>-n.

—Wh»>-n m2-y w- H-xp>-ct t h>-v> s>+m-th->-ng fr>-m y>-u H-n th»)-
»-sth>-t-c qu-st>->-n? h- »-sk>-d.

—Fr>-m m»>-! s9--d St>-ph=-n »-n »-st>+n>-shm=>>-nt. »- stumbl>- »-n »Hn
»-d>->- H-ncH- H- H-rtn)-ght H-f »- »-m lucky.

—Th-s) qu-st>ns H-r» vH-ry pra-fH-und, Mr D-d>-lus, s»--d th)-
d--n. -t H-s 1Dk [D-)-k>-ng d>-wn fro-m th)- clH-ffs H-f M>-h>-r H-nt>)-
th>- d>-pths. M>-ny g~ d>-wn »-nt)- th> d>-pths »-nd n>-v>-r c>m=>- up.
»-nly tha- tr--n>-d d>-v>-r c>n g> d>wn H>nt)- th-s) d>-pths »-nd
»-Xpl-r)- th-m »-nd cH-m»- t)- th- surf>-c>- H-g>->-n.



—~f y-u m>-)-n spH-cul>t>>n, sHr, s»H+d St)phd-n, > HIsH »m
sur>)- tho-t th=-r- s n- such th>-ng »-s fr->- th-nk>>ng »-n>-smuch »-s
211 th"-nk>-ng must b>)- b-und by H-ts »-wn I9)-ws.

—H-!

—F-r my purp=-s2- - c-n wH-rk H-n -t pra-s)-nt by th>- I)-ght H>-f )-n~>)-
M tw d¥--s - H-rd-st)-th)- H-nd Fqud-n)-s.

—= S, D quI-t- S y-ur p-o-nt.

— n)-d thm H-nly f>r my »-wn us?> »-nd gum-d>-nc>- unt>-l »-
h-v- d-n- s>+mr-th-ng f>r mysH>If by th--r ID-ght. H-f th)- I-mp
sm-kd-s -r sm-lls - sho-ll try - trr-m H-t. - -t d>->s n-t gr-v)>-
[2-ght »-n=-ugh - sh>-1l s7-11 -t »-nd buy »-n>-th>-r.

—-p-ctd-tus H-1s>- h>-d - I-mp, s9->-d th>- d>->-n, wh>-ch w>-s s»-Id
1 = fncy pro-c- H-ftd-r h-s d>->-th. Dt w>-s th>- [-mp h) wro-t-)-
h*)-s ph2-19-s-ph>-c-1 d>-ssH-rt-t--ns by. Y-u kn-w »-p»-ct)-tus?

—-n -Id g-ntl>-m=>-n, s--d St>-ph>>-n cHI-rs>-ly, wh- s->-d th -t
th>)- s2-ul H-s va-ry 19-k- - buck-tful H-f w-t=-r.

—H»- t>-1Is us H-n h>-s h"=m»>-ly w>-y, th>- d>->-n w>-nt »-n, th-t h>)- put
-0 rn D-mp b ) str-tud- H-f H-n- H-f th- go-ds »-nd th-t -
th->-f st~ th>- [D-mp. Wha-t d>-d th) ph>-I>-s»-phd>-r d>»-? H»)-
r-fl-ct)-d tho-t H-t w>-s -n th>- ch-rH-ct-r H-f »- tho->-f t- st>->-1 »-nd
do-t>rm=-n>-d t3- buy -n H-I-rth-n [D-mp nH-xt dH>-y H-nst>+>-d Hf th)-
»-r-n [H-mp.

2= sm-11 - ma-1t)-n 112w c-m»- up fr-m th=- d>--n’s c-ndl>- butts
»-nd fus>-d »-ts>-1f -n St-ph=)-n’s c-nsc->-usn>-ss w>-th th>- j-ngl>- H-f
th"- w»-rds, buck-t »-nd I»-mp »-nd I-mp H-nd buck’-t. Th?>- pr)-»-st’s
vo--c), ), h-d - ho-rd j-ngl»-ng t-n>-. St»-ph>-n’s m>-nd h>-1t>-d
by »-nst)-nct, ch»)-ck>-d by th- str)-ng>- t)>-n>- »-nd th’> >m=>-g>-ry >-nd
by th2- pra-»-st’s f>-c> wh>-ch s9->m=>-d [~k H-n unl>-t D-mp »-r >
r-flo-ct>-r hung »-n D~ f-Is- -cus. Wh>-t I~y b>-h>-nd H-t H-r wH-th>-n
H-t? = dull t-rp?-r H-f th- s-ul »-r th)- dulin’-ss »-f th>)- thund=-rcl?-ud,
ch2-rg="-d w>-th H-nt>-11)-ct>-n »-nd c>-p-bl>- H-f th>- glH->m H-f GH)-d?

— m>=>nt - d>-ffr-nt k)-nd H-f I-mp, s9-r, s>-d St-ph)-n.
—Und»-ubt)-dly, s9->-d th>- d>->-n.

—-n>- d)-ff-culty, s9--d St>-ph>-n, »-n »-sth=-t-c d-scussH>n »-s
t- kn?>-w wh?-th>-r wa-rds >r)> b>>ng usH>+d H-ccHrd>ng t) th)-
[-t)-r)-ry tr)-d>-t>>-n Hr H-ccHrdI-ng t> th)- tr-dIt>>n H-f th)-
m-rk>-tpl=-c-. > rFm>+mb>-r H- sH-nt)-nc)- H-f N->»-wm=-n’s »-n wh»-ch



h- s-ys »-f tho- BlI?-ss2-d V>-rg>-n th)-t sh>- w>-s d>-t>>-n>-d H-n th)-
full c»mp>ny Hf th) s¥»nts. Th) us» Hf th- wIrd Hn th)
mAa-rk-tpl-c> s qu-t>  dfFr>nt. - hPpHr P Hm nH
dAtH-HnHngyHu.

—N»-t H-n th- [-)-st, s--d th- d=-n p-1-t-ly.
—N»-, n)-, s7--d St»-ph>-n, sm2>-1"-ng, > m>»->-n..—

—YS, ys; 2 s, s9-d th)- d)--n qu-ckly, > qur-t)- c)-tch th)-
P -nt: d -t -7,

H»>- thrust f>-rw>-rd h=-s und=-r j»-w H-nd utt>-r>-d - dry sh>-rt c>-ugh.

—T r-turn t)- th)- I9-mp, h- s>-d, th)- -d>-ng Hf H-t Hs H-Is)-
- n-c- pro-blm-m. Y>-u must ch--s2- th- pur>- »->-1 »-nd y»-u must b>)-
c-r-ful wh=n y-u p-ur -t H-n n -t t) Fv)-rfl-w H-t, n)-t t>- pH-ur H>n
m>-r>- th>-n th>)- funn>-1 c-n h>-Id.

—Wh»-t funn=-1? »-sk>-d St-ph>-n.
—Th»~ funn>-I thr-ugh wh»-ch y»-u p»-ur th=>= 2>~ »-nt>- y>-ur I»-mp.

—Th>~t? s9->-d St-ph>-n. s th)-t c>-lID-d D~ funnH-1? H-s Ht nI)-t »-
tund»-sh?

—Wh»-t J-s »- tund=-sh?
—Th»-t. Th-... th>- funn>-1.

—>=s th-t c-11-d - tund?-sh H-n >r>+1H-nd? H-sk>-d th- dH»>n. »-
n»-v-r h--rd th»- w-rd »-n my -~

—t s c-11"-d D~ tund-sh -n L>w>>-r Drumc>-ndr)-, s9->-d St)-ph>-n,
[9-ugh=-ng, wh-r?- th"-y sp--k th»- b>}-st »-ngl>-sh.

—) tund?-sh, $=2-d th= d>»n r-fl-ct>vH-ly. Tha-t Hs H» m)-st
H-nt-rd-st)-ng w-rd. H- must -2~k th-t w-rd up. Up>-n my w>-rd »- must.

H>-s c)-urtd-sy >f m»-nnd-r r»-ng - 1Dt f)-IsH- Hnd StH>-phH-n
[D-)-k>-d -t th- ngl>-sh cHFnvH-rt wh-th th)- sH+m=> Hy)s »s th)-
Hld¥>-r br-th>-r Hn th> pH>r>-bl>- mI*Fy h>»vH» turnHd Hn th)
pry-d>-g>-1. > humbl>- f>I1I9-w>-r >n th) wHk)> Hf clH»m>-r)-us
CHFNVA-I$»-ns, = pH--r >ngl>-shm=>-n H-n H-r¥-1D-nd, h>- sFH»+m>-d t)-
h2-v>- Hnt>-r)-d H-n th- st)-g>- Hf j-su-t h-st-ry wh-n tho-t str-ng»-
pl»-y »-f ntr-gu”- »-nd suff>r)ng =-nd »nvy -nd struggl>- =-nd
H-nd>-gn>-ty h>-d b>->-n -l but g-v>+n thr-ugh—> [D-t>-cH+-m»H-r, »-
t-rdy spm-r)-t. Fr-m wh>-t h»-d h>- s9-t »-ut? P>-rh>-ps h>- h>-d b>->-n
b-rn -nd br)-d >m=-ng sH+rH-H-us dIF-ssH+ntH-rs, s>HH+ng sH+IvI-t>>-n
»n J¥sus +nly >+nd >+bhIrrd>-ng th> v>»>+n prmps Hf th)



H-st¥-bl)-shm>-nt. HH>-d h)- It th» n>+>-d H-f H-n H>mpl)-cH-t fH-I-th
Fm-d th wHklt-r H-f sH-ctdr->nrsm H-nd th)- jHFrgdn Hf s
turbul-nt sch2-sms, s-x pr-nc-pl>- m>-n, pH-cul>>-r p>>-pl>-, s»>-d
-nd sn -k b-ptI-sts, supr-12-ps>+rH->-n d>+gm»-t>-sts? H»-d h>)- f>-und
th>- tru- church »-II H-f »- sudd>-n »-n w>-nd>-ng up t>- th>- »-nd -k -
P21 Hf crttdn sH+-m> BFnrspun I-n>- Hf r»->+s»+n)ng upHn
“-nsuffl-t>--n H-n th- H>mp>-s>-t>>n »-f h-nds H-r th- prH-c)-ssH->n
»-f th- H>-ly Gh»-st? »-r h»)-d L>-rd Chr>)-st t»-uch?-d h»-m »-nd b>-dd>-n
h»m 112w, -k tha-t d)-sc)-pl>- wh- h-d st -t th)- rH-cH->-pt H-f
cust>m, s h- st by th- d>F>r Hf s>Fm> z)-ncr>->-fH-d ch-p -,
y>-wn»-ng »-nd t>-11"-ng »-v>>-r h>>-s church p=-nc»-?

Th= d»--n r-pH>->-t>-d th> wH-rd y>-t >-g>>-n.
—Tund>-sh! W~ n9)-w, th)-t »-s H-nt)-r)-st)-ng!

—Th== qu-st-n y>-u »-sk>d m=>- > m>m=>-nt H-g>- sH»>+ms t> m-
ma-r)- nt>rH-strng. Whr-t »-s th-t b»)-uty wh>-ch th)- »H-rt)-st
struggl?-s t- »-xpr-ss fr-m lumps H-f F->-rth, s->)-d St>-ph>-n cH-Idly.

Tha- -ttt w-rd s->m>-d t3- h)-v)- turn-d »- r»-pH>>-r pH-+nt H-f
h=)-S $2-nS-t-v>-n>)-ss H-g--nst th>-s cH-urt>»-us »-nd v-gH-I1=-nt -
H>- -1t w-th = sma-rt H-f d-j)-ct>>-n th>-t th>- m>n - wh>m h)-
wW=s sp-2-k-ng w-s - c-untrym=-n »-f B-n JH-ns>-n. HH- th>-ught:

—Th== [2-ngu=-g= 2-n wh>-ch w>- 2> sp>->-k>)-ng »-s h>-s b>-f)r)-
-t s m¥»n>-. H>w d)-ff-r)-nt H-r)- th>- w-rds h-m -, Chr-st, H >,
mA-st-r, -n h-s -ps H-nd H-n mH>-n)-1 D cFnnd-t spr--k Hr wrr-t)-
th-s wa-rds w>-th)-ut unrd-st H>-f sprr>-t. HI-s [D-ngur-g>-, s>
f-m>=-r H+nd s> Br>>gn, wHll HlwHrys b r m> Hn
2-cqu-r)-d sp--ch. > h-v) nH-t m>-d>- H-r H-ccH-ptH-d H-ts wH-rds. My
v--c) h)-lds th-m -t b>-y. My s9-ul fr-ts »-n th- sh>-d>-w H>-f h)-s
["-ngu=-g>)-.

—-nd t) do-strngud-sh brtwH>+n th>- bI»>-ut>-ful »nd th)-
subl»-m»>-, th= d>>n H-dd>-d, t> d>-stFngur-sh bI-twI>n m)-r)-I|
b-2-uty »-nd mH-t>-r>->-1 b>»->-uty. H-nd t- Hnqu-r> wha-t k)-nd »-f
b)-2-uty s pr-p>-r t> H»ch H+f th vI-r>>-us F-rts. Thy»s»+ H»r)-
S>m>- H-nt)-r-stI-ng p>-I-nts wH- m--ght t-k>- up.

St>-ph>-n, d>-sh>->-rt>-n">-d sudd>-nly by th>- d>->-n’s f-rm, dry t-n>-,
wW-s so-19-nt; »-nd thr-ugh th>- s2-1"-nc)- H- dI-st)-nt N> H-f m>-ny
b-"-ts »-nd c-nfus>-d v->-c-s crm»- up th>- st>-rc)-s)-.



—>n pursud-ng th=s>  spPr-culHt>+Hns, sFH+d th) dI»Hn
c-nclus-va-ly, thd-r)- »-s, h-w>-v>-r, th- d>-ng>-r H-f p>-r)-sh-ng H-f
-n-n-t)-n. F-rst y-u must k- y>-ur d-gr-»-. SH-t th)-t b >-fH>-r)-
y2-u =S y-ur f-rst --m. Th-n, ID-ttl>- by [D-tt1)-, y2-u w1l s y»-ur
WY, = mn n vty $-nsd-, yH-ur why -n P -nd n
th-nk»ng. >+t ma-y b uph>-Il pH+dHliH-ng Ht fHrst. THk)> Mr
M>=2-n>-n. H>- w>-s D [9-ng t+-m>- b)-F)-r)- h)- g-t t)- th)- t9-p. But h»)-
gF-t th)-r)-.

—) m-y n)-t h-v)- hd-s t)-1)-nt, sH-)-d St)-ph-n quI-H-tly.

—Y-u n>vr-r kn-w, s9--d th>- d>->-n bro-ghtly. W n-v>-r c-n sy
wh2-t -s 2-n us. » m-st cH-rt->-nly sh>-uld n>-t b~ d>-sp>-nd>-nt. PHr
P-Sp A1 - - H-str-,

H»- [9-ft th~ h)-2-rth qu-ckly »-nd w>-nt t>w>-rds th- [?-nd>-ng t-
V-1 th - H-rr-v-1 H-f th>- f-rst H-rts’ cl)-ss.

L>-"-n"-ng »-g>->-nst th>- f-r)-pl>-c)- St>ph>>n h>>-rd h-m gr)-H-t
bra-skly 2-nd >mp-rt>->-lly Fv>-ry studd-nt -f th- cl?-ss H-nd c?-uld
FImP-st s> th frdnk smH»-Is Hf th cFHrsdr studI-nts. P
dFs»-1-t)ng pH-ty brgrn t> 1 1D-k> dHFw updn h)s HFFs)ly
»-mb-tt-r-d h-2-rt -r tho)-s f--thful s2-rv-ngm=>-n H-f th>- kn>-ghtly
L=y, -r tho-s ha-Ifbr)-th>-r H-f th>- clo-rgy, m>-r v>-n>-| th>-n
th-y »-n sp>-2-ch, m>-r)- st>>-df>-st »-f s»-ul th>-n th>-y, >-n>- wh>-m h»-
w-uld n-vI-r c-1l ho-s gh)-stly fH-th=>-r; -nd h»- th»-ught h»-w th>-s m--n
H-nd h=s cmp>-n>>-ns h-d H»-Irn)-d th> nd»m>- > wH-rldi=-ngs -t
th- h>-nds n>-t H-f th> unw>-rldly »-nly but »-f th>- w>-rldly »-Is>- f)-r
h>-v>>-ng plo->-d>-d, dur>-ng H-I1l th>->-r ho-st-ry, »-t th- b-r >-f G>-d’s
just-c- f)-r th=- sH-uls H-f th>- I-x »-nd th>- luk">-w>>-rm »-nd th>- prud=-nt.

Th>- H-ntry H-f th)- pro-f)-ssr w-s s-gn>-11"-d by »- -w r)-unds »H-f
K-nt-sh f-r)- fr-m th- ho-)-vy b>->-ts H-f th-s)- stud-nts wh- st
2-n th)= h-gh)-st t>r H-f th- gb»>rmy th->-tr)>- und?-r th)- grr-y
c>-bw-bb-d w-nd>-ws. Th- cH-1I9-ng H-f th»- r-ll b>-g>n Hnd th)-
r-sp-ns>-s t- th>- n-m=-s w-r>- g=>-v>>-n »H-ut H>-n -1l t-n>-s unt>-1 th>-
n>-m= H-f P-t3-r Byrn>- w>-s r->-ch>-d.

—H»-r)-!

»= d»-p bIss n-t Hn rspHFnsH cFmH>- fr-m th- uppH-r tH-9-r,
-11"-w»-d by c2-ughs H-f pra-t2-st »-1"-ng th>- »-th>-r b»-nch>-s,

Th> pra-fss-r p-usH>d Hn h>-s r->-d>-ng »nd cH>-1I7-d th n)-xt
n>-m»-:



—Cro-nly!
N> 2-nsw»-r.
—Mr Cro-nly!

»- sm-1- fI-w H-crd-ss StH-pho-n’s ¢ s h)>- th)-ught H-f hd-s
fr)-"-nd’s stud>--s.

—Try L=-p-rdst>wn! s7-2-d - v->-c? fr-m th- b)-nch b»-h--nd.

Sty»pho-n gl»-ncH-d up qur-ckly but M>-yn>-h>-n’s sn)-ut)-sh fH-c)-,
-utl>n>-d H-n th)- gra-y I-ght, w-s FmprssH»v-. - PFrmuld- wh-s
g-Vv>>-n H-ut. >-m=-d th)- rustl>-ng H-f th>- n>-t>-b>->-ks St>-ph--n turn--d
b-ck 2-g>-2-n »-nd s»--d:

—G>vr m- srm)- prp-r Pr GH-d’s sk~

—r) y)-u s b-d s th-t? »-sk)-d M>yn>-h>-n w>-th »- br)-»-d
gr-n.

H>- t3»-r)> = sh-2-t fr-m ha-s scr-bbl-r H-nd pP-ss-d -t d-wn,
wh»-sp>-r--ng:

—-n c¥-sP - nP-cH-ssH-ty H-ny [D-ym>-n H-r wrm>-n c-n d)- It

Th= f-rmul>- wh>-ch h?- wr)-t) »-b)-d>->ntly »-n th)- sh»-t Hf
p>p-r, th= c»>+»ng Hnd uncF>-12-ng cHlculH-t»>ns H-f th)-
pr-f¥-ss-r, th- spH-ctr-1>-k> symbd-Is H+f fHrc)> Hnd vI-1-cH-ty
f¥-sc-n>-t9-d H-nd j»-d>-d St»-ph>-n’s m>-nd. H> h>-d h>->-rd sH+-m»>- sHy
th>-t th- -Id pro-f-ss-r w-s H-n H-th>--st fr->m>-s>n. - th)- gr)-y
dull  dd-y! >t sFFm)d > I>Fmb) Hf prFnldss pHrt>nt
c-nsc--usn=-ss thra-ugh wh»-ch s?-uls H-f m=>-th->-m=-t>-c>»->-ns m--ght
w-nd>-r, pr-j-ct-ng I9-ng siH-nd>-r f-bro-cs fr-m plo-n>- t- plH-n>-
=T »v-r r-r)-r -nd pH-12-r twH-12-ght, r)-d>->-t>-ng swH-ft >-dd>->-s t)-
th>)- [D-st va-rga-s -f = un-va-rs- H-vr-r v)-std-r, f-rth-r H-nd m>-r)-
»-mp>-IpH-bl)-.

—S» w> must ddstngush bItwH>+n  Hl>-pt>cHl  H-nd
Hi-psF»-dI-l. PHrrh-ps sH+-m>- Hf y>u g+ntbrm>+n mHry b)-
fm-1)>r wh-th th wHrks >-f Mr W. S. G>Ibd-rt. >-n H>n> H-f h)-s
s-ngs h>- sp->-ks »-f th>- b>-11--rd sh>-rp wh>- s crnd>mn>-d t)-
pl-y:

»n »- cl?-th untru=”-
W»-th »- tw-st)-d cu”-
H-nd H-11-pt¥-cH-1 b-11"--rd b-lls.



—H> m2=)-ns - b1l h"-v)-ng th- frm H-f th > H-11"-psH+>-d H-f th>)-
pra-nc-pH-1 H-x>-s H-f wha-ch H- sp-k>- > m>»m>-nt H-g>-.

Ma>»-yn>-h>»n [»n)d d>wn t>»wIrds St>+ph>-n’s »>>r -nd
murmur>-d:

—Wh»-t pro-c- H-11-psH-d>-1 b-lIs! chH-s> m>-, [D-d>--s, >’m H-n
th>- c-v-Iry!

H>-s 112w stud>-nt’s rud>- hum=-ur r-n ID-k> - gust thr)-ugh th>-
cl->-st¥r Hf St>ph>-n’s m-nd, sh>-kI>ng Hnt> gry D>+ ID-mp
pra--stly vo-stm=-nts th>-t hung up>-n th"- w>-lls, s9-tt-ng th--m t)- swy
2>-nd c>pIr Hn > sF+bbd)th HFf mIsruld-. Th> fFrms H+f th)-
c»-mmun>-ty H-m>-rg>-d fr-m th>)- gust-bl?-wn v)-stm»-nts, th> d>>+n H+f
stud”--s, th= p>-rtly fl-r)-d burs?-r wa-th h"-s c-p »-f gr>-y h>->-r, th)-
pro-s-do-nt, th- [D-tth)- pr->-st wH-th fH->th)-ry h->r wh)>- wri-t)-
dP-v-ut vI-rsd-s, th- squ-t pH->s»nt frm Hf th pr-fIss)r Hf
H»-c-n>m-cs, th- t-1l Frm H-f th)- y>-ung pra-fssHr H+f mI*-ntH-|
sc»--nc)- do-scuss?ng H-n th>- ID-nd>-ng > cHs> Hf cHFnscH-ncH-
w-th h=-s cl?-ss -k - gH-r-ff>- cra-pp>-ng h>-gh [H-)-f)-g»- »m»-ng
D h-rd A nt>1-pd-s, th> gr-v>- trr-ubld-d pra-fr-ct H»-f th)-
s-d>-1)-ty, th plump r-undh>->-d>-d pr-f)-ss-r H-f H-t>-1>->-n w-th
h2-s r-gu>-’s H-y>-s. Th-y c>m>- >mbl>-ng »-nd stumbl>-ng, tumbl>-ng
“»-nd c-pH-r-ng, k>-lt>-ng th>->-r g=-wns f-r I9-2-p fr-g, h»-1d>-ng »-n>-
“»-n=-th>-r b-ck, sh=-k>-n w>-th d>->-p f-1s- I7-ught-r, sm=-ck>-ng »-n»-
“»-n=>-th>-r b>-h>-nd H-nd [P-ugh>-ng H-t th>->-r rud> m>-1">-c)-, cH>-lI">-ng
t> n> HnH-th-r by FFm>-1>>-r nd-cknHFm=)-s, prr-t)-st>ng w-th
sudd="-n d>)-gn"-ty -t sH9-m=- rH-ugh us’-g>-, wh>-sp>-r>-ng tw>- »-nd tw>-
b>-h=-nd th>->-r h=-nds.

Th= pra-f)-ss-r ha-d g-n- t)- th)- gl)-ss c)-s>-s H-n th>)- sH-d»w>H-1l,
fr-m - sh)-If >-f wh>)-ch h)- t-)-k d-wn - st >f c-)-Is, bI»-w Hwh-y
th"- dust fr-m m=-ny p>+nts H-nd, b>>r)ng Ht cIr)-fully t)- th)-
t3-bl?-, h-Id »- f-ng>-r H>-n H-t wh>-1>- h>- pra-c>->-d>-d w-th h)-s
[D-ctur)-. H)>= H-xpl>->-n>-d th-t th> wHr-s H-n m>-d>-rn cH>+Is wH-r)-
-t = crmpa-und cH-11D-d pl-t>n>-d -ty dI-scr-vH-rH-d by F. W.
M»-rt)-n>-.

H>- sp>-k)- cl-2-rly th>- 2n>-t>>Is H>+nd surnr+m>> H>f th)-
d>-sc-va-r-r. M>-yn>-h>-n wh>-sp>-r>-d fr--m b>-h>-nd:

—G»»>-d »-Id Fro-sh W»-t>»-r M>-rt»-n!



—-sk h"=m, St2-ph=-n wh>-sp>-r>-d b>-ck w>-th w>--ry hum=>-ur, H-f h>)-
w»-nts »- subj-ct f-r H-12-ctr-cut>--n. H>- c-n h-vH> m»-.

M»=yn=-h>-n, s)->>-ng th)- pr-fH-ssHr b>nd H-vI-r th- cH-Is, rH-s)-
»-n h=-s b-nch »-nd, cI?-ck"-ng n)--s>1"-ssly th>- F>-ng>-rs H-f h-s r)-ght
h>-nd, b>-g>-n t- c-1l w>-th th>- v->-c- - »- sI»-bb>-r>-ng urch>-n:

—PI>-5) t>ch-rl Th-s by s Hft)r s»Fy>ng > b>-d wH-rd,
t)--ch>-r.

—PI>-tn--d, tho- pra-fr-ss-r s>-d sH-12-mnly, »-s pro-f-rr-d -
GH>rm>»-n sFIvdr bH-cHusH Ht hds H [DwHr chFHffHc)rH+nt Hf
r-s-st)-nc- by cha-ng>-s H-f t>-mp>-ra-tur)-. Th- plH-t>-n>->-d w>H-r)-
=S H-nsul>-t>-d nd th)>- c>Fvr>-r)-ng Hf sH-lk th)-t H-nsul>-tH>+s H-t H-s
w>-und H-n tho- Hb>-n)-t> b>bb>-ns just wh>-r) my fH+ng>-r »-s. >f Ht
wW-r)- w-und s9-ngl>- »-n H-xtr)- curr)-nt w>-uld b~ »-nduc-d »-n th>)-
c--Is. Th)- b>-bb>-ns H-r)- s>+turd-t-d H-n h -t pH-r>-ff)>-n wh-x...

2~ sh-rp Ulst)-r v »-2-c?- s79->-d fr)-m th>- b>-nch b>-1"-w St»-ph»-n:

—>r W Pkrly = b Fskdrd qui-stns »n H-ppl-)-d
sc¥-)-ncH-?

Tha= pra-f)-ss-r b-g>-n t)- juggl>- gra-v>-ly w»-th th>- t-rms pur)-
sc»>ncy» »+nd  ppl>d  scrncd-. > hvybud-lt  studa-nt,
wW-rng gH-ld sp-ctd-cl¥s, st+rd-d wh-th sH+-m> wHnd>r -t th)-
qu-st>n>-r. M>-yn>-h>-n murmur>-d fr-m b>-h>-nd »-n h>-s nH-tur)-I
Ve ate l0%e o

—>-sn’t M-cH-1-std-r - d>-v>-I f-r h)-s p-und H-f fl-sh?

St»ph>-n >k>-d cHIldly H-n th)- H>bl>ng skull b>-n>>th h>m
H-Vv-rgr-wn w-th t-ngl-d tw-n>-c>-1"-ur>-d h>->-r. Th)- v->-c)-, th)-
H-cc-nt, th- mnd H-f th>- qu-st)»>+ndr Hff>nd>d h>m H-nd h)-
H11-w>-d th)- Hff>-ncH>- - cH-rry h-m tw>-rds w-Iful unk-ndn»-ss,
b-dd>-ng h>-s m>-nd th>-nk th>-t th)~ stud>-nt’s f-th>-r w>-uld h>-v>>-
d>-n"- b)-tt)-r h>-d h)- s)-nt h>-s s9H-n t- BH-If)-st t)- study »-nd h>-v>)-
s-v-d s-m»-th>-ng »-n th>- tr->-n -r- by s9- d>->-ng.

Th= »-bl?-ng skull b»-n>->-th d>-d n>-t turn t> m>->-t th-s sh-ft H-f
th=--ught »-nd y»-t th- sh>-ft c-m=- b)-ck t- »-ts b»-wstr--ng; f>-r h»- sH»w
2-n D= m>m-nt th- stud>-nt’s wh)-y-p>-19- fH-c)-.

—Th>-t tha-ught s n-t m>-n>-, - s»>-d t> h>msH>-If qud-ckly. »H-t
crm- fr-m th”- c»m=-c Hrrshm>-n =»n th- b>nch b>-h>-nd.
P>-t--nc-. CH-n y»-u sy w-th co-rt)-tud>- by wh>-m th>- s-ul H-f y»>-ur
r-c= w-s b-rt-ro-d H-nd H-ts H-19-ct b-tr)-y>-d—by th>- qu-st>>+n>-r



Hr by th= m-ckdr? PHt>>+nc). RFmI>mbd)-r HpH-ctI-tus. Ht s
pr-b>-bly -n h>-s ch?-r-ct>-r t> sk such - qu-st>>-n -t such -
m>>m-nt »-n such D~ t-n>- H-nd t*)- pr-n-unc>- th- w-rd sc»-nc»-»-s
- m-n>-syll=-bl»)-.

Th)- dr-n2-ng v»>-c)» Hf th)- pr>-fFss+r cd»nt)nur-d t> wHnd
H-tsH-If sI-wly r-und H-nd r-und th- c)--Is -t sp>-k>- -f, d)-ubl>-ng,
tr-bl-ng, qua-drupl?-ng -ts s>+mn>+I>nt H+nI)rgy s th) cH)-l
mult-pl-"-d H-ts H-hms H-f rH-s-st>-nc>-.

M>=yn>-h>n’s v»>-c> c>llH-d frr-m b)h)nd Hn Hch) t)> >
d=-st>-nt b~

—CI?-s-ng t9-m»-, g7-nts!

Th>- -ntr-ncH- ha-1l wr-s cr-wd>-d »-nd [9-ud w»-th t)-1k. »-n - t)-bl>)-
=21 th d>-r wh-r)- tw=- ph>)-t>-gr-phs »-n fr-m>-s »-nd b>-tw>--n
th-m = I»ng r>-ll H-f prFpHr b>>-rd>ng Hn Hrerguldr -1 Hf
s-gn-turd-s. M>-cC-nn w>-nt bro-skly t- »-nd fr- >-m=-ng th>- stud>-nts,
t>-1k>-ng r>-pa-dly, D-nsw>Hr-ng r-buffs »-nd I->-d>ng »n> H-ft)-r
»-n-th-r t)- th- t)-bl»-. »-n th>- H-nn>-r h-ll th- d>--n - stud>--s
st--d t-1k-ng - »- y»-ung pro-f)-sso-r, str)-k>-ng h-s ch>-n gr-v>-ly
»-nd n-dd=>-ng h>)-s h")-»-d.

St»pho-n, ch)-ck)>d by th?> cr>wd >t th) d¥»>r, h)lt)-d
H-rr-s-lut-ly. Fr-m und=-r th wa-d>- >-1I9-ng [ T - s-ft ho-t
Cr-nly’s d>-rk D-y=-s w>-r>- w>-tch»-ng h>-m.

—H>-v)- y-u s9-gn-d? St)-ph--n »-sk>-d.

Cro-nly cl?-s9-d h>-s I)-ng th>-nl>-pp>-d m=-uth, c»mmun>-d w>-th
h-ms>-If 9-n P-nst-nt »-nd Hnsw»-r>-d:

—g-hHhP-»-
—Wh»-t -5 H-t f-r?
—Qu»d?

—Wh»-t )-s H-t fH-r?

Cr-nly turn>-d h>=s p>-1- f-c- t- St)-ph>-n »-nd s»->-d bl>-ndly »-nd
ba-tt-rly:

—P A pAxun v s s,
St2-ph=>-n p>-)-nt-d t)- th>- Ts-r’s ph)-t>-gr-ph H-nd s-»-d:
—H»- h-s tho- f-c- - - b-sH-tt)-d Chro-st.

Th=- sc2-rn »-nd »-ng=-r »-n h>-s v--c>- br-ught Cr-nly’s H-y=>-s b>-ck
fr-m - c)-Im surv)-y H-f th- w-lIs »-f tho- h>)-Il.



—=r) y-u H»nnH-y>-d? h)- H-sk)-d.
—N»-, H-nsw>-r>-d St>-ph>-n.
—-r)- y?-u »-n b>-d hum»-ur?
—N»)-.

—Cr-d- ut v2s  sHngunFrHus  mAndHx o AstAs, sr-d
Cra-nly, qu-2- f2Cc»-2s vstr’- manstrt ut vis »n d-mns- mH»-
hum -t - -st}-s.

M»>~yn>-h=>-n, »-n h)-s wH-y t)- th- t>-bl)-, s9->)-d »-n St>-ph>-n’s H>>-r:

—M»-cC-nn s H-n t>FptH>-p fH-rm. RHI-H)-dy t)- sh>-d th)- I)-st dr)-p.
Bra-nd n-w w»-rld. N>~ st>»mul?-nts »-nd v>-t>-s f-r th»- b)-tch>-s.

St>-ph>-n sm>-12-d H-t th> m>-nn>-r H-f th-s c-nf>-d>-nc>- H-nd, wh>-n
M»>=yn>-h>-n h>-d p>-ss>-d, turn>-d D-g>->-n t m>>-t Cr-nly’s »-y»-s.

—P-rh"-ps y2-u cH-n t>-1l m>-, h)- s»>-d, why h>- p-urs h>-s s?-ul s~
fr--ly »-nt>»- my »->-r. C>n y»-u?

»- dull sc-wl »-pp>->r>-d »n Cr-nly’s fr+-h>->-d. H)>- st)r)-d -t
th>- t3-bl"~ wh>-r)>- M>-yn>-h>-n h>-d b>-nt t» wr-t»- h>-s n-m>- »»n
th=- r)-11, »-nd th>-n s-)-d fl-tly:

—- sug-r!
—Qus st -n mH - hum - s-d St-ph-n, Hg»- P-ut v)s?

Cr-nly d”-d n>-t t-k>- up th?- t9-unt. H>~ br-)-d>-d s?-urly »-n h»-s
judg”m=>-nt H-nd r-p>>-t>-d w-th th- sH»m»- flH-t fH-rc)-:

—~ fI-m»-ng bl?--dy sug>-r, th)-t’s wh-t h»)- J-s!

-t wH-s h)-s >pH>-t)ph f-r H-Il d>>-d fr)->ndsh-ps »-nd St-ph>-n
w-nd>-r>-d wh-th>-r H-t w>-uld »-v>-r b sp>-k>-n H-n th>- s»m»- t)-n>-
V-1 h=s m>»=m=-ry. Th- h=->-vy lump=-sh phra-s?- s»-nk sl»-wly »-ut H-f
h-2-r)-ng -k - st>-n>- thr>-ugh - qur-gm>-r)-. St>-ph-n s»+w -t
$>-nk s h= ho-d s9>-n m-ny H-n>-th)-r, H-1)-ng H-ts h>->-v>-n»-ss
d>-pr)-ss h-s ha=>-rt. Cr-nly’s sp>-»-ch, unl»-k=»- th>-t »-f D>-v>n, h>)-d
n--thd-r r-r> phrd-sHs H-f H+1»z>-b>-th>-n Hngl>-sh nH»r qur-+ntly
turna-d v -rs->-ns H-f H-r)-sh H-d>->ms. H-ts dr-wl w-s »-n »-ch)- Hf
th- qu-ys »-f Dubl?-n g»-v>>-n b-ck by »- bl»-2>-k d?»-c>-y>-ng sH»+>p»H-rt,
»-ts -n>-rgy »-n »-ch>- H-f th>- sH-cr-d H-12-qu>-nc>- H-f Dubl»>-n gH-v>-n
b-ck flo-tly by =~ W»-cki»-w pulp>-t.

Th>- h>)vy sc>wl fH-d>-d fr>r-m Cri-nly’s f-c> s M>-cCHnn
m>-rch>-d br)-skly t>-w»-rds th>»m fro-m th>)- H-th>-r s>-d>- - th>- h>-ll.

—H»-r) y2-u -1 s-d M>-cCHnn ch>»-r)-ly.



—H>-r> = >-m! s9->-d St»-ph-n.

—L>-t> s usu-l. CH+n yu n)t crmb>nd) th)- pr-grr-ssrv-
t-nd>-ncy w>-th »- r-sp>-ct f-r punctu-1>-ty?

—Th-t qu-st>»>n s H-ut H+f HrdH>r, s>F>d St)»ph)>-n. NH-xt
bus?-n>-ss.

H>-s sm-12-ng H-y>-s wHr- fx-d H-n > sr+IvH-r-wr-pp>-d t-bl)-t
- m-Ik cha-cH-12-t)- wh>-ch p>->-p>-d H-ut »-f th>- pr-p>-g>-nd->-st’s
bra-2-st-p-ck-t. »= PI-ttl- r-ng H-f [H-st>-n>-rs clH-s-d r-und t>- h->-r
th= w-r »-f w-ts. = I--n stud>-nt w-th H-1>-v>- sk-n »-nd I?-nk bl»-ck
h="-r thrust h»)-s f-c)- b)-tw>--n th>- tw>)-, gl?»-ncH-ng fr-m H-n>- t- th)-
»-th=>-r -t »--ch phr)-s- »-nd s9->-m=-ng t>- try t- c-tch »-»-ch fly>-ng
phra-s)- -n h>-s H»p>+n mI>st mH>-uth. Crd-nly t>>-k > sm>-Il gr)y
h-ndb>-1I fr-m h>-s p2-ck>-t »-nd b>-g>-n 3 HxFm>+n> Ht clH-sHly,
turn"-ng H-t H-vI-r H»-nd H>vI-r.

—N»-xt bus?-n>-ss? sH»->-d M>-cC>-nn. HH>m!

H>- g2-v>~ 2~ [9-ud c-ugh »-f [9-ught>-r, sm=>~1"-d br>-»-dly 2-nd tugg»-d
tw-c)- -t th- stry-wed-1-urd-d gt wh>-ch hung fr-m h>-s blunt
ch-n.

—Th»= n)-xt bus»-n»-ss s t- s-gn th>- t>-stFm=>-n>->-1.
—W>-1l y-u p>-y m>- H-nyth>-ng H-f H s-gn? J»-sk-d St-ph>-n.
—- tha-ught y>-u w»>-r>- »-n H-d>->-1"-st, s>>-d M>-cC>-nn.

Th=- g-psyl-k?- stud-nt [9->-kI-d »-b>-ut h-»m Hnd H-ddr-ss>-d th)-
H-ni"->kH-rs H-n H-n H-nd>-stnct bI-H-tH+ng vI->-c)-.

—By h-ll, tha-t’s D= qu-2-r n-t>-n. - cHFnsH-d>-r th-t nH)-t->-n t)-
b~ - m-rc-nd-ry nH-tH->-n.

H»-s v--c- f-d>-d H-nt>- s>1-nc)-. N> h->-d wH-s p-2-d t9- h)-s
w-rds. H»- turna-d h2-s =1-v)- £-c)-, D-qu-n= H-n H-xXprH-ssH---n,
t>-w-rds St-ph=>-n, H-nv>-t>-ng h>-m t>- sp->-k H-g>->n.

M=-cC>-nn b>-g>-n t- sp->k w>-th flu-nt H-nr-rgy »-f th- TsHr’s
r-scr¥-pt, >-f St--d, H-f g»nH-rH-1 dF-sH+-rm>m>-nt, H-rbI-trI-t>->-n H-n
c=59-s - »ntFrn)-t->n>-1 dH»-sputd-s, H-f th- s»-gns H-f th>- t-m>-s,
H-f th- n-w hum»>-n>-ty H-nd th>- n>w g>-sp>-1 H-f I’-f> wh>-ch w»-uld
m=-k>- -t th bus>n>-ss H-f th- cH-mmun>-ty t)- s2-cur’- s ch->-ply
2-S p-s5)-bl- th- gr--t-st p-ss-bl>- h-pp-n=-ss H-f th- gr->-t)-st
p>-ss-bl- numb»-r.



Th)- g2-psy stud?-nt r¥-sp-nd>-d t)- th- cl>-s) Hf th)- p>r)>>-d by
cry=-ng:
—Thr)=- ch?-2-rs f3-r un)-v>-rs-I br-th-rh>-»-d!

—G»= »n, THmpl>-, s>>-d D= sth-ut ruddy stud-nt n)->-r h>-m. »-’ll
st¥-nd y>-u »- p-nt Hft)-r.

—="m = b 1F»v-r H-n unHvH-rsH-l bra-th-rh->-d, sH->-d T>+mpl>)-,
gl»-nc-ng »-b>-ut h-m H-ut H-f h)-s dH>-rk H-v>-1 H-y>-s. M>-rx s H-nly »-
bI»-"-dy c-d.

Cra-nly gro-pp>-d h>-s 2-rm t>-ghtly t9- ch?-ck h»-s t>-ngu>-, sm=>-I1"-ng
un"->-s>-ly, H>-nd r-p>->-t>-d:

—)sy, Frsy, Frsy!

T>mpl)- struggl»-d t>~ fr)-> h>-s »-rm but cH>-nt>-nu’-d, h»s m»-uth
fI=-ck=-d by »- th>-n f->-m:

—S-c - 1)-sm w-s f-und>-d by »-n »-r)-shm>-n »-nd th>- fH-rst m>-n
H-n F-urd-p> wh- pra->-ch>-d th- fro->-d>-m »-f th-ught w-s CH>-II"-ns.
Tw)- hundr-d y>--rs »-g>. H> d>n)uncHd pr)-)-stcr-ft, th)-
ph-1-s»-ph-r H-f MI-ddIH-s>-x. Thr->- ch>-rs £-r J>hn H-nth>-ny
CH>-lI?-ns!

- th-n v»)->-c)- fr-m th>- v-rg>- H-f th)- r-ng r)-pl>->-d:
—P»-p! p>-p!

M»~yn"-h"-n murmur>-d b>-s?-d»- St>ph>-n’s H»->-r:

—-nd wh>-t »-b»-ut JH-hn H-nth)-ny’s p-I-r IH-ttlH- sP-st)-r:

LA-tt)-- CH-119-ns [-st ha-r dr-w»H-rs;
W-n"t y?-u k2-ndly I9-nd h-r y?-urs?

St-ph>-n [D-ugh-d »-nd M>>»~yn>-h>-n, pl»->s)d wHth th)- r)-sult,
murmura-d F-g>->-n:

—W="11 ho-v- f-v)- b>-b H--ch w-y H-n J¥-hn H-nth)-ny CH-1")-ns.
— =m wt>-ng - y-ur =nswH-r, s9--d M>-cCH-nn br->-fly.

—Th» =ff>r d>FHsn’t Fnt>rH»-st m>» Hn th» D)st, sH+->d
Sty»ph>-n wH>r>-ly. Y-u knd>w th-t wH-Il. Why d> y?-u m*k)> »-
sc-n)- H-bH-ut H-t?

—G»-d! s>-d M>cCohnn, smI»-ck)>ng h>s Ips. YHu H>»r)»r >
r=2-ct>->-n>-ry, th)-n?

—D» y»?-u th-nk y>-u »mpr>-ss m»-, St>-ph>-n »-sk>-d, wh>-n y>-u
fI-ur"-sh y»-ur w»->-d>-n sw>-rd?



—M»>-t)-ph-rs! s9->-d M=-cC»-nn bluntly. C»m»- t)- f-cts.

St2-ph»-n blush»-d »-nd turn’-d »-s»-d»-. M»-cC»-nn st->-d h>-s gr-)-und
H-nd s9->-d w-th h2-st>-1"- hum»-ur:

—M>ndr pFts, > supprs, > »brv) such  trvo--
qu-st->-ns -s th>>- qu-st-n H-f un-v>-rsH-1 pH->-c)-.

Cra-nly r-2-s>-d h?-s h”>--d H-nd h>-Id th»- h-ndb>-1l b>-tw>->-n th»)-
tw=- stud>-nts by w-y H-f - p--cH->-f>-r-ng, sHy>-ng:

—P =X sup - t-tum s-2ngu-n--r-um gl »-bum.

St»-ph>-n, m>-v>-ng Hw>Hy th)- byst>ndI-rs, j-rk>-d h>-s sha-uld>)-r
-ngr)-ly H-n th)- d>-r-ct)>-n H-f th>- TsH+r’s >=m>-g>-, sH»y>-ng:

—K»=p y-ur H-cH-n. »f wH must h-v> - JH-sus -t us h-v)- »-
[9-g)-tFm»-t)- J)-sus.

—By h2-1l, th)-t’s 2 g-2-d Hn>-! s9->-d th> g)-psy stud>-nt t- th>-s)-
H-b-ut h-m, th-t’s - F-n)- HXxprI-ssH-n. )= 19k th>-t Fxpr)-ssH->-n
»-mm>-ns>H-ly.

H>- gulp>-d d>-wn th?- sp>-ttl?- »-n h>-s thr->+t s H+f h> wrr)-
gulp=?-ng d?-wn th"- phr)-s3- »-nd, fumbl-ng -t th>- p>->-k »-f h)-s tw>->-d
cH-p, turn’-d t)- St)-ph>-n, sPy>-ng:

—xcus > M-, sH-r, wha-t d>- y-u m=--n by th-t H-xpr)>-ss->n y>-u
utt>-r>-d just nw?

F>-2-12-ng h>-ms>-If j»-stl»-d by th- stud>-nts n>->-r h-=m, h>)- s-)-d t)-
th»-m:

—> »-m cur>H-us t> kn>w nr>w whdI-t h» mI>»nt by thi-t
P-Xpr-ss--n.

H>- turn"-d »-g=->-n t>- St>-ph=-n »-nd s--d H-n > wh>-sp»-r:

—D» y2-u b-1--v > H-n JH-sus? - b-1--v- n mIn. H-f cH-urs)-,
- d2-n’t kn-w -f y)-u b-1-2-v>)> -n mH-n. = dmH>-r)>- yH-u, sH-r. >
H-dm-r)- th» m>»nd Hf m>-n H-nd>pHndH>-nt H-f Il r>-1>-g>>ns. »-s
th>-t y=-ur »-p>-n=>->-n H-b>-ut th’- m>-nd H-f JH-sus?

—G»~ -n, T>mpl>-, s9--d th)- st-ut ruddy stud=>-nt, r)-turn"-ng, H-s w»-s
h-s w-nt, t- h-s F)-rst H-d>->-, th)-t p-nt H-s wH->t>-ng f-r y>-u.

—H>- th)-nks >=’m >»n H>mbr>-cH1>-, THmpl> HFxpl»>»n)rd t)
St-ph>-n, b>-c-us>- -"m D= b>-12->v>-r H-n th>- prw>-r »-f m>-nd.

Cry-nly I2-nk)-d h?-s »-rms nt) th)s» H>f St>+ph>n Hnd h?-s
H-dm-rd-r H-nd s»--d:

—N s -d m-num b-Hlum j2-c2-b»-mus.



St»-ph>-n, Hn th> Hct Hf b)»>+ng ID-d Hwdy, c)ught sHght H-f
M>-cC»-nn’s flush="-d bluntf>»->-tur>-d f>-c»-.

—My s-gna-tur)- H-s H-f n- H-ccP-unt, h>- sH-d pH-1-t>-ly. Y-u H-r)-
r-ght t- g y>-ur wr-y. L>-2-v>> m>- - g m>-n>)-.

—D»-d>-lus, s--d M=-cC-nn cr)-sply, H- b-1-)-v>- y>-u’rH- - g->-d
-11"-w but y=-u h=v>- y>-t t3- I9--rn th- d>-gn>-ty H-f »-ltru-sm >-nd
th=- r)-sp>-ns)-b>-1)-ty H-f th hum=>-n H-nd>-v>-du>-I1.

» V- s--d

—-nt)-11D-ctum-1 cr-nk>-ry »-s b)-tt)-r H-ut H-f th-s m>-vm>-nt th-n
»-n H-t.

St>-ph-n, r-cHrgnrs>+ng th- hrsh tn) Hf MIFcHID-st)r’s
v, d-d n)-t turn H-n th)= d)-r)-ctr>-n H-f th)>- v--c>-. Cri-nly
push>-d s2-1>-mnly thro-ugh th>- thr-ng »-f stud>-nts, [7-nk>-ng St>-ph>-n
H-nd TH+mpl>- k> - c>-1-br-nt H-tt)-nd>-d by h>s m>+-n>-stHrs H-n
h2-s wa-y t)- th- -1t)-r.

T-mpl>- b)-nt >>-g>-rly H-cr¥-ss Cra-nly’s bra-»-st »-nd s»->-d:

—D»-d y?-u h=2r Ma-cH-1-st¥r wha-t ho)- s3»>-d? Th)-t y»-uth H-s
j=>-12-us H-f y>-u. D-d y-u s9->- th-t? H- bt Cra-nly d2-dn’t s9->- th)-t.
By -1, - s9-w th)-t H-t H-ncH-.

D=5 tho-y cro-ss9-d th- >nn>-r h)-ll, th>- d>>-n H-f studH>>s wDs »n
th- »-ct H-f »-sc>-p>-ng fr-m th>- stud-nt wr-th wh>m h>- h>-d b>>n
c-nva-rs-ng. H- st--d -t th- £t H-f th>)- st-rc)-s)-, > F>-tHn
th=>- I-w»-st st>-p, h-s thr--db>-r)- s-ut-n>- g=-th>-r>-d »-b>-ut h-m
f-r th)- »-sc-nt wH-th w-m=>-n--sh c-r>-, n)-dd>-ng h>-s h=>->-d H-ft-n
“-nd r-p>->-t>-ng:

—N»>-t - d2-ubt H-f H-t, Mr HH-ck>-tt! V-ry f-n>-! N>t - d>-ubt H-f H-t!

2-n th- ma-ddi»>- Hf th>- h>-ll th)- pr-frct »>-f th>- c>-liH-g)-
s-d>-1-ty w-s sp->-k-ng H--rn-stly, H-n »- sH-ft qu-rulm-us v-»-c-,
w-th D= b)=-rd>-r. »-s h- sp-k>- h>- wr-nki»-d H- [9-ttl)- h>-s fro-ckl»-d
br-w »-nd b-t, b-tw>-2-n h-s phr)-s9-s, H-t >~ t-ny b>-n>- pH-ncH-I.

— h-p>- th- m-tr-¢c m>-n wHIl -l cFm=-. Th- fI-rst »H-rts m>-n
D)= pro-tty surd-. SH-c-nd H-rts, t->. W must m>-k- sur)- »-f th)-
n>-we-m»-rs.

T>mpl?- b»nt H-g>>+n Hcrd-ss Cri-nly, Hs thy wHr) pIssdng
thra-ugh th=- d>-"-rw>-y, »-nd s>--d »-n - swH-ft wh>-sp-r:



—D» y>-u kn»w th>-t h>= s > m>»rrr>rd mH*+n? HI» whHs >
m»-rr=2-d m>-n b th-y cr-nv-rt-d h--m. H>- h)-s - wH->- »-nd
ch-ldr-n s»ma-wh>-r)-. By h)-Il, »= th)-nk th)-t’s th)- qu->-r)-st
n>-t--n = H»-vI-r h->-rd! »>-h?

HY-s wha-sp)-r tr->-12-d H-ff »nt) sly cH-ckl?-ng ID-ughtd)-r. Th)-
m»-m>-nt th-y w>-r)- thr)-ugh th- d>->rw>y Crd-nly s»>z>d h>m
rud>-ly by th»- n"-ck »-nd sh?->-k h”-m, s?»-y>-ng:

—Y-u fI-m=>-ng fIn-und>-r-ng 1! »-’ll t9-k>- my dy>-ng b>-bl»-
th==r2- 2-sn’t - b-gg=-r bl--dy »-p=-, d>- y-u kn-w, th--n y=-u »-n th-
wh>-12- fl-m=-ng bl»->-dy w>-rld!

T>»mpl>- wro-ggl>-d -n h>-s gr)-p, IP-ugh"-ng st>-1l w>-th sly c-nt>-nt,
wh=12- Cr-nly r-p>->-t>-d fI-tly -t D-vI-ry rud>- sh>-k»-:

—- fI-m»-ng fI=-r>-ng blm->-dy H-d>->-t!

Thd-y crd-ss-d thd- wH--dy gI-rd>-n t3-gH-th-r. Th> pr>-s»-d>-nt,
wra-pp-d H-n = h-)-vy D)5 cl>)-k, wd-s c»m=-ng tHw>-rds th-m
H12-ng H-n>- Hf th>- w-Iks, r->-d>-ng h)-s H-ff>-c>-. H-t th)»- >-nd H-fth)-
w1k h= h-lt-d b>-FFr)- turnd+ng H-nd r)»>-sHd h)s Fyds. Th)-
stud"-nts s»-lut"-d, T>-mpl)- fumbl-ng H-s b>-f>-r)- H-t th- pH>->+k H>f h)-s
c-p. Thyy wH-lkd-d f-rwH-rd H-n sH»+-I-nch-. s thy n)»>r)-d th)-
11~y St2-ph-n cH-uld h>->-r th- thuds »-f th- pl>-y>-rs’ h--nds H-nd th)-
w-t sma-cks - th>- b)-1l >-nd DH-v-n’s v--c)- cry»-ng H-ut F-xcH-tH-dly
-t H--ch str)-k)-.

Th>~ thr)-- stud”-nts h>-It>-d r)-und th>- b>-x »-n wh>-ch D?»-v>)-n s9-t
t>- D-lD-w th)- grm=-. THrmplD)-, H-ft)-r - HHFw m>»m>-nts, sH-di»-d
»-cro-ss t9- St-ph>-n H-nd s->-d:

—xcus>+ mH>-, » wnt>d t> H-sk yI-u, d> y>u b)) v> th)-t
J--n J-cqu-s RD-ussH--u w»-s - so-ncH-rH- m>-n?

St-ph»-n [9-ugh»-d H-utr)-ght. Cr-nly, p?-ck>-ng up th>- br)-k>-n st)-v>-
»-f - c>sk fr-m th- grd-ss »H-t ho-s -t turn)-d swH-ftly >-nd s>->-d
st>-rnly:

—T>mpl>D-, = d-cl-r)- t- th- [D-vI-ng G-d T y-u s>y Hn>)-thH-r
w-rd, d2- y?-u kn>-w, t- H-nyb=-dy H-n H-ny subj-ct, H-’Il kK>~ y»-u sup >
spA-ttum.

—H» w2-s [D-k)- y?-u, » fFncy, s>>-d St>-ph>-n, H-n FmI*-t>>n>H-
m>-n.

—BI?-st h”-m, curs®- h’-m! s9--d Cra-nly br)>->-dly. D>-n’t t>-1k t5- h-»-m
-t -Il. Sur)-, y?-u m>-ght s wH-1l b~ t>-lk>-ng, d>- y»-u knH-w, t>- »-



fI»-m»-ng ch=mb>-rp>-t »-s t-lk>-ng t- TH>mpl)-. G>- h»m>-, THmpl)-.
F-r G»-d’s s2»-k?-, g2~ h)-m»)-.

—= d)-n’t ¢)-r) - d>+mn H-bH-ut y>-u, Cr-nly, H-nsw>-r)-d TH>+mpl>-,
ma-v-ng H-ut Hf r3>-ch H-f th- upH-ft)-d st>-v> »-nd p>->-ntH>ng -t
St»-ph>-n. H>-’s th>- »-nly m=-n D~ s>~ »-n th>-s »-nst)-tut>--n th>-t h-s
»-n »-nd>-v>-du>-1 m>-nd.

—-nst-tut>n! HndH>vI-du-I1! cr>->-d Crd-nly. G h>»m»-, bl-st
y2-u, B-r y-u'r- = ha-p>-1-ss bl=->-dy m=-n.

—="m =n FmH>-t>nH+1 mH>-n, sH>-d THmpl>-. Tho-t’s qu-t>- r)-ghtly
H-xpr¥-ss-d. »-nd H-’m pr-ud th-t H="m H-n H>m>-t»>n>-I>-st.

H»- s9-dI)-d H-ut - th>- H-11)-y, sm>-I12-ng sI-ly. Crd-nly w-tch-d h»-m
w-th - blD-nk H-xpro-ss>->nl>-ss fH-c)-.

—L-)-Kk -t h-m! h- s9-)-d. D>-d y»-u >-v>-r s9-)- such »- g)--by-th>--
wH-1?

H»~s phra-s2- w»-s gro->-t>-d by 2~ str)-ng=- I?-ugh fr-m »- stud>-nt wh>)-
["-ung=-d D-g>--nst th» w>H-Il, h"-s p--k>-d c>-p d>-wn H-n h-s »H-y»)-s.
Th>- 1D-ugh, p»-tch»>-d 2-n - h2-gh k?>y »nd c)>m>>ng frr-m » s
muscul?-r fr-m»-, sH->m>-d [D-k>- th>- wh>-nny -f H-n H-1>-ph>-nt. Th)-
stud”-nt’s b-dy sh=-k ~Il H-v-r »-nd, t- H--s> h)-s m>-rth, h>- rubb--d
b»-th h2-s h2-nds d>-1"-ght-dly H-v>-r h=~s gr)-->-ns.

—Lynch s »wH-k-, s3-d Crd-nly.

Lynch, f-r D-nsw-r, str--ght>-n>-d h>>-ms>-If »-nd thrust f»-rw>-rd h>-s
ch»-st.

—Lynch puts J-ut h?-s ch?-st, s>2-d St-ph>-n, Hs H cr)-t)cHFsm H-f
-,

Lynch sm»>-t2- h-ms>-If s»-n=-r>-usly »-n th>>- ch>-st »-nd sH->-d:

—Wh»- h?-s »-nyth"-ng t9- sy »-b>-ut my go-rth?

Cr-nly t9-)-k h»m -t th wrd H-nd th)- twd b>-g>n t)- tussl)-.
Wh»>-n tha=>-r f-c?-s h-d flush»-d w»-th th)- struggl=- th>-y dr-w »-p-rt,
p-nt>-ng. St-ph>-n b>-nt d>-wn t-w-rds DH»-v>-n wh>-, H-nt)-nt »-n th-
g>m>-, ho-d p->-d n?- ho-)-d t)- th)- t)-1k H-f th>- H-th>)-rs.

—>-nd h-w s my -t tFm- g2 h- H-sk-d. D»-d h)- s-gn,
t)--?

D>-v-n n-dd>-d »-nd s--d:

—-nd y?-u, Styv)-»>-?

St»-ph>-n sh>->-k h>-s h>->-d.



—Y-u'r> > trrd-bld- mHI-n, StHvI)-, sH)-d D)-vH-n, tkIng th)-
sha-rt p2-p>- fr-m h-s mD-uth, H-lw>-ys H-1-n»)-.

—N>-w th)-t y?-u h)-v) sHgno-d th)- pH-t>t>+>n -r unI-vI-rs)-
p»-c)-, s»d Stphd-n, D suppH>s> y>u wHIl burn thd-t [H-ttl)-
c-pyb K - sFw H-n yD-ur r-H-m.

s D»-v-n d>-d n?-t H-nsw-r, St>-ph>-n b)-g>-n t- qu-t)-:

—L>-ng p-c)-, Pnn)-1 RHI-ght »-nclH-n>-, FF>+nnH>-! F--nn>-, by
numb»-rs, s9-lut)-, H-n>-, tw)-!

—Th-t’s = dfF>r>nt qur-st>>-n, s>+>-d D>-v>-n. >-'m H»-n Hr)-sh
nY-t)-n>-1P-st, F-rst H-nd H-rH+m=-st. But tho-t’s y-u -l H-ut. Y)-u'r)-
- b-rn sn-H-rd-r, StIvH->-.

—Wh»>-n y>-u m>-k=- th>- n-xt r-b>-11"->-n w>-th hurl>-yst)-cks, s»->-d
St2-ph=-n, H>-nd wH-nt th>- H>nd>-sp>-ns>-bl>- H-nfH>rm>-r, t>-1l m>-. > cH+n
f-nd y»-u - f-w »-n th)-s c)-l1>-g>)-.

—- c-n’tund>-rst¥-nd y>-u, s7->-d D>-vH>-n. >-n- t>m>- H h)->-ry>H-u
t-1k H-g>>-nst Hngl>-sh I-t>+r>-turd-. N>w y>-u t>-1k »-g>--nst th)-
H-r-sh FnfH-rm=-rs. Wh-t w-th y>-ur n»-m»- H-nd y»-ur >-d>>-s... >+r)
y>-u »-r)-sh Ht H-11?

—C»m»>= wH-th m>- n)-w t)- th)- H-ff)-c)- H-f Hrms »H-nd > wHIl sh-w
y2-u tho- tr)-- >-f my fm>-ly, s->-d St-ph>-n.

—Th"-n b~ »-n>- Hf us, s9>-d DH>-v>+n. Why d>-n’t y-u [--rn H-r>-sh?
Why d=>-d y»>-u dro-p D-ut H-f th)- I9--gu=>- cl-ss H-ft-r tho- f-rst [H-ss)-n?

—Y»-u kn-w H-n>- r->-s)-n why, >-nsw>-r>-d St-ph»-n.
D2-v-n t9-ss-d h-s h->-d »-nd [?-ugh>-d.

—h, crm- n)w, h- s>-d. Hs Dt »-n H-cch-unt H-f th-t cH-rt->-n
y»-ung I9-dy -nd FA-th>-r M=-r>-n? But th»-t’s -1l »-n y»-ur H>-wn m»-nd,
St>v-2-. Th-y wI-r)- »-nly t-l1k-ng »-nd 1)-ugh»-ng.

St»ph>-n pr-usH>+-d »>nd ID->-d > fro->-ndly h>-nd up>n D>-v>n’s
sh>-uld»-r.

—D>- y?-u r-m>mb>-r, h)= s»+>d, wh-n wr kn-w H->-ch H-th)-r
f>-rst? Th)- f)-rst m=-rn-ng w>- m>-t y>-u H-sk-d m»- t>- sh»-w y»-u th-
Wy t9- th= m-tra-cul>-t)--n cl)-ss, puttng »- vI-ry strd)-ng str-ss H-n
th=)- f)-rst syll-bl-. Y-u r-m=>-mb>-r? Th>-n y»-u us>-d t>- »-ddr>-ss th»-
J-su-ts s f-th-r, y2-u rr-m>-mb>-r? »- H-sk mys>-If H-b»-ut y>-u: »-s
h - -5 #nn»-cHnt s hs sp»-»ch?



—>'m = sF+mpl>- pHrsH-n, sH+)d DHvHn. YH)-u knd-w th)-t. Wh)-n
y2-u t-1d m>- th)-t n)-ght »-n H>-rc)-urt Str->-t th-s- th)-ngs »-b-ut
y-ur pr-va-td- -3, h-nd-st t- GH-d, StHvI--, ) w-s n)-t H»-bl)- t)-
-t my dd-nnDd-r. - w-s qua-t- b-d. - ws -we-k)- - 19-ng t-m)-
th"-t n-ght. Why d»-d y»-u t2-11 m>- th>)-s»)- th"-ngs?

—Th»-nks, s9-2-d St>-ph>-n. Y>-u m=>-2>-n H »m » m>-nst)-r.
—N>-, s»-d D»-v>-n. But - w>-sh y»-u h-d n)-t t)-I1d m»-.

- t)-d>- b)-g>-n t)- surg”- b>-n>--th th)- c)-Im surfH-c>- H-f St-ph>-n’s
fr-"-ndl)-n»-ss.

—Th»=s r-c -nd th-s c-untry »-nd th)-s D> pr-ducr-d m>-, h»)-
$>-d. > sh-ll H-xprI-ss mysH-If -5 - »m.

—Try t- b= -n>- H-f us, rH-pr>-t>-d DI-v-n. -n h»=rty>-u »-r) H»n
H-r¥-shm=-n but y-ur pra-d>- s t3- pH-w>-rful.

—My FncH-std-rs thr-w H-ff th-2-r [H-ngu-g>- H-nd t-)-k Hn>-th»)-r,
St»-ph>-n s2--d. Th-y H-11-w>-d - h--ndful H-f f-r->-gn=)-rs t>- subj-ct
th--m. D>~ y»-u fncy - »-m g>->ng > p>y H>-n my Hwn D> »-nd
p-rsH-n d>-bts th-y m>-d>-? Wh»H-t f-r?

—F-r D-ur fr-"-d>-m, s->-d D>-v>-n.

—N»- h>=n>-ur’>-bl»- >+-nd s>+ncHr> m=n, s»F>d Strph>n, h)-s
g>-v>-n up > y>-u h-s D> H-nd h>-s y>-uth Hnd h>-s H»-ff-ct)»>ns
fr-m th- d2-ys H-f TH-n)- t)- th-s)- H-f PH-rn-11, but y»-u s2-Id h--m t-)-
th= H=n>my H-r H9-2-1-d h>-m H-n nH»->-d H-r rH»-v>-1>-d h-m H-nd [H-ft
h=m f)-r >=n>-th>-r. H-nd y>-u H>-nv>-t> m>- )= b H-n) Hf y>-u. »-’d
s~ y»-u d>-mn>-d f)-rst.

—Th=y d>=-d fr th-r Hd>>-Is, St»vH>>-, s»H>d DI-vH>n. H-ur
Ay w11 cFma- y-t, b-1--vH- mH)-.

St>-ph>-n, f>-11-w>-ng h>)-s H-wn th"-ught, w>)-s s-12-nt f-r »-n »-nst)-nt.

—Th>= s9-ul s b-rn, - s--d v)-gu-ly, F)-rst H-n th-s» m»m>-nts
D t-1d y>-u . -t h)-s - sld-w H»-nd dI-rk bd-rth, m>-r)- myst>r>->-us
th=-n th>- b>-rth »-f th-- b>-dy. Wh>-n th- s-ul 2-f » m=>-n »-s b>-rn H-n
th=-s c)-untry th-r- -r)- n-ts flung H-t -t t- h)-1d »-t b}-ck fr-m flI»)-ght.
Y-u -1k = mH= H-f -t -n>-12-ty, -ngur-g>-, r-1"-g»>->-n. >~ sh-ll
try t)- fly by th"-s?- n>)-ts.

D»-v-n kn»-ck>-d th>- H-sh>)-s fr>-m h>-s p>-p>-.



—T) d>>p Pr m>-, StHvIr>-, ho)- s»>-d. But »- m>-n’s cH-untry
crm-s FI-rst. H-rH-1-nd fH-rst, StFvI)-. YH-u cHn b H pFH-t Hr )
myst>-c »-ft-r.

—D» y-u kn)»w wha-t H-r)-1)-nd »-s? H-sk>d St)-ph>-n w-th c)-Id
V== 1-ncd-. -r-1-nd =S tho- H-1d s>-w th-t H--ts h-r PH-rr)-w.

Da-v»n r-s)- frr-m h)-s b»-x H-nd wHnt t>w>H-rds th)- plr-y»-rs,
sh-k=-ng h>-s h>->-d s2-dly. But »-n 2= m>»m=-nt h>-s s>-dn»-ss [7-ft h--m
»-nd h>- w»-s h)-tly d»-sput>-ng w>-th Cro-nly »-nd th>- tw>)- pl»-y>-rs wh>-
h-d f»-n>-sh>-d th>->-r g>-m=-. »- m>-tch »-f H-ur wHs »-rr-ng>-d,
Cr-nly »-ns»-st>-ng, h-w>-v>-r, th)-t h-s b1l sh>-uld b~ us-d. HH>- It
-t r-b»-und tw2-c?- »-r thra-c?- t)- h»-s h"-nd H-nd struck »-t str>-ngly »-nd
swH-ftly t-w»-rds th- b5 - tho- H-lI"-y, H-xcl»->»m=-ng »-n H-nswH-r
t- »-ts thud:

—Y-ur s9-ul!

St-ph>-n st»->-d w2-th Lynch t?-1l th- sc-r>- b>-g>-n t>- r)»-s>. Th-n
h- pluck?’-d h?-m by th)- sl?--v)- t5- c>m>- Fwy. Lynch H-b)-y»>-d,
s-y>-ng:

—L"-t us >k g2, »-s Cr-nly h-s H-t.

St»-ph=>-n sm>-12-d H-t th)-s s-d=-thrust.

Tha-y p-ss2-d b-ck thro-ugh th>- g=-rd=-n »-nd »-ut thr)-ugh th-- h>-li
wh>=r2- th=- d>-dd=>-r>-ng p>-rt>-r w>-s p=>-nn>-ng up >~ h>-Il n-t>-c>- »n
th- fr>-m>-. -t th- -t H-f th- st>ps th)-y h>-1t>-d »-nd St)>-ph>-n
=9k = pA-ckI-t H-f cFgH-rI-tt)-s fr-m hd-s p-ck»-t H-nd H-fH>-r)-d H-t
)~ h=-s c-mp>-n>->-n.

—= kn=w ya=u -rd- p-ar, - sH--d.
—D»-mn y>-ur y-11-w »-ns>-1"-nc>-, H-nsw>-r>-d Lynch.

Th-s s9-cnd pry--f H-f Lynch’s cultur?- m=>-d>- St-ph>-n sm>-I>)-
g --n.

—>t W-s = gr--t d-y f-r H-urd>-p>->-n cultur’-, b~ s»->-d, whd-n
y2-u m=d>- up y?-ur m>-nd t- swH>>-r H-n y>+l>-w.

Th-y -t th->-r c-g>-r)-tts H-nd turn)-d t9- th>- r)-ght. H-ft)-r »-
p-us>- St-ph=-n b>-g>-n:

—r-st-t1)- h-s -t d>-F)-n>-d pH-ty H-nd t-rrd-r. - h-vr-. - s)-y..
Lynch h-1t)-d »-nd s?--d bluntly:

—St»p! > wHn’t -st-n! - Hm sH-ck. H= w-s H-ut [9)-st n)-ght »-n -
y-11"-w drunk w-th H»-r"-n »-nd G»-gg>-ns.



St-ph>-n w>-nt H-n:

—Pa-ty s th- f»>Ing whd-ch Hrr)-sts th m>nd »n th)
pra-s-nc)- Ff wh-tsH-v)-r s gr-v> Hnd cInst)nt H-n hum>-n
suff-r)-ngs H-nd un>-t>-s H-t w-th th- hum=>-n suff>r-r. TH-rro-r H-s th)-
f>12-ng wh)-ch rr)-sts th)» m>+nd >+n th)> pr>s)nc) Hf
wh-ts»-)-v)-r s gr-v> H-nd c>nst>+nt >n hum=>-n suff>+rdngs »-nd
un="-t>-s -t w-th th- s-cro-t cH-us»-.

—R>-p>--t, s9>-d Lynch.
St-ph>-n r-p>-)-t>-d th- d>-f>n>+t>-ns siH-wly.

— g+l g2+t H-nt)- - h-nsm - FFw d>-ys D-g=>-, h>- w-nt H-n, H-n
L2-nd"-n. Sh>} w>)-s H-n ha-r w-y t- m->-t h»-r m>-th>-r wh>>-m sh>>- h-)-d
-t s--n r ma-ny y-)-rs. H-t th- c-rnd-r H-f »- str)->-t th)- sh-ft H-f
2 D-rry sha=v-r)-d th>- w-nd>-w H-f th- h>-ns>m »-n th- sh-p>- H-f
- st-r. D= D-ng -n>- n»--dIH- H-f th- sha-vI-r)-d gl»-ss p->-rcH-d h)-r
h-2-rt. Sh- d>-)-d »-n th)- Hnst>nt. Th> rH»pIrt)r cHlIH-d Ht »-
tr)-g-c do-)-th. Dt s n)-t. H-t s rrm>t)> frr-m t-red-r H-nd pH-ty
»-ccH-rd>-ng t9- th- t¥rms H-f my d>-f>-n>-t>>ns.

—Th?= tr)-g»-c >m>-t>>n, Hn -ct, >s >+ > H»->kIng tw)-
wH-ys, tFwH-rds trr-r H-nd t>wH-rds pH-ty, b-th H>-f wh-ch »r)
ph-s)-s Hf I-t. Y-u s ) us?H- th»- wd-rd Hr-st. > m>--n th)-t th>)-
trY-g-c >m-t>--n s st-tH-c. H-r r-th-r th>- drF-m>-tH-c »>-m»>-t>->-n
»-s. Th= BF-I>ngs Hxcr+t)-d by H>mprr-pHr Hrt H-r> k»Fn)-t)-c,
s>y Hr -th-ng. DI-sHr)- urg”-s us t> prH-ss)-ss, t g )
s>+m>-th>-ng; I>>-th-ng urgm’-s us t>» HbIndH>n, t> g> frrm
s>m»-th"-ng. Th>- H-rts wh-ch H-xcH>-t>- thm, pH-rnI-gr-ph>-cH-I H-r
do-d>-ct)-c, H»r)> thrr-trr- H>mpry-pHr H-rts. Th) H-sth)-t)-c
F-m-t)-n (- usH-d th- g-n>-rH-I t-rm) s th-rH-f>-r)- stH-tH-c. Th)-
m>-nd »-s H-rr)-st)-d -nd r->-s)-d H-bH>v>- d>-sH»r> »-nd I->-th>-ng.

—Y-u sy th-t H-rt must n-t H-xcH-t>- d>-s»-r)-, s->-d Lynch. »- t»-Id
y2-u th)-t H-n>- d>-y > wr-t> my n2-m=>- »-n p+-nc-1 »-n th- b>-cksH+d>-
»f th- V-nus H-f Pryx-t-12-s H-n th)- Mus>+um. W-s th-t n)-t
d-sH»-r-?

—= sp> >k > ndrmH-1 nH-turd-s, s>+>-d St>ph>-n. Y)-u His)- t2-Id
m>- tho-t wh-n y?-u w>-r)- » by H-n th)-t ch)-rm>-ng cHrm>-1>-t>)-
sch=2-1 y»-u -t~ p?->-c>-s H-f dr’->-d cH-wdung.



Lynch bra-k?= 2-g»-2-n H-nt> » wh>-nny H-f [9-ught»-r H-nd H-g>->n
rubb>-d b>-th h>-s h>-nds H-v>-r h>-s gr)->-ns but w>-th»-ut t»-k-»-ng th--m
fr-m h>-s po-ck>-ts.

—, - d=d! - d-d! h- cr-H-d.

St»-ph=-n turn=-d t>w>-rds h>-s crmp>+n>->n H-nd [H->-k>-d -t h--m
f-r 2= m>m>-nt b>-ldly »-n th>- D-y=>-s. Lynch, r-c-v>-r)-ng fr-m h>-s
["-ught-r, H>-nsw>-r>-d h>-s [k frH-m h>-s humbl>-d H-y»-s. Th>- [9-ng
si-nd»>-r fI-tt)-n"-d skull b)-n)--th th>- I)-ng p>-»-nt>-d c)>p brr-ught
b= St)-ph>-n’s m»-nd th)>- »-m>-g>- H-f - h>->-d>-d r-pt>-1>-. Th)-
Fy¥-s, -, Wwr- r-pt)-1--19-k)>- H-n gl-nt H-nd gz, Y-t -t th-t
“-nst>-nt, humbl>-d H-nd »-1-rt H-n th>>-r 1=k, th-y w-r)- 1)-t by »-n»)-
t>-ny hum=-n p>->-nt, th»- whnd>-w H-f D~ shr-v-11"-d s2-ul, p>->-gn>r-nt
»-nd sH-IfFmbH-tt)-r)-d.

—-s f-r th)-t, St>ph>-n sH--d H-n pH-1-t) pH-rH-nth>sH-s, wH H-r)-
11 H-ndmH-Is. > D1 Hm Hn FnHFm>H-1.

—Y"-u »-r)-, s»--d Lynch.

—But W= H-r?- just n-w H-n > mI>-nt)-1 w-rld, St-ph=-n cH>-nt)-nu>-d.
Th- d¥s»r) nd I>-th)ng HxcH-t>+d by H>mprd-pH-r H-sth)-t)-c
m=>-2-ns H-r) r->lly n)-t »-sth-t>-c H>m>-t>>-ns n>-t H-nly b>-c)-us>-
th2-y - k)-n"-t>-c -n ch-r)-ct-r but H-1s- b>-cH-us>- th-y H»-r)- n)-t
m>-r>- th-n phys”-c>-1l. H-ur fI>~sh shr)-nks fr?-m wh>-t »-t dr)-»-ds »-nd
r-sp-nds t9- th>- st>mulus >+f wh-t Dt d>-s>-r>-s by »- purd-ly rm-flo-x
H-ctdn H-f th n-rv)-us syst>m. H-ur H-y>-12-d clH-sH>s b»-fHr) w-
- - wH-r)- tho-t th- fly -s H-b-ut t)- H-nt-r H-ur H-y»>-.

—N»>-t >lw"-ys, s9--d Lynch cr-t-c)-lly.

—-n th= s»m=- wH-y, sH->d St>ph>-n, y»-ur fl-sh r-sp>-nd>-d t>-
th- st>mulus H-f - n)-k)>d st>-tud-, but >+t whs, > sy, s»mply »>-
P-f1-x H-ctd-n H-f th nH-rv)-s. B--uty H-xpr)-ss»-d by th- H-rt)-st
c-nn-t wWH-k-n H-n us Hn HFmH-t>H+n whh-ch Hs knH-t)-c Hr -
$-ns>-t>->-n wh-ch s purd-ly physH>-cH-I. -t H-wH-k>-ns, H-r F-ught t)-
FwH-kH-n, H-r Fnduc)-s, J-r H-ught t>- H-nduc-, Hn H-sth-tH-c stPs-s,
n FdF»1 pA-ty r n Fd> tredr, > stss ol-d F-rth,
pro-1-ng"-d, »-nd -t I)-st dI-ss»-Ilv>-d by wh-t - c)-Il th- rhythm H-f
b-"-uty.

—Wh»-t F-s th-t »-x-ctly? H-sk>-d Lynch.

—Rhythm, s»-d St>-ph>-n, s th> fHFrst fH-rm>+l Hsth)-t)-c
r-1-tr-n H-f pH-rt ©= pH-rt Hn Hny Hsth-t>-c whr-1>- »-r H>f »-n



D-sth-t-c wh-1)- t- H-ts pH-rt »-r pH-rts Hr H>f Hny pHrt t)- th)-
H-sth-t)-c wh>-1)- H-f wh)-ch -t )-s - pH-rt.

—~f th-t »-s rhythm, s?->-d Lynch, 7t m?>~ h>=-r wh>-t y>-u cH-ll
b-"-uty; -nd, pl?->-s> rFm>mb>-r, th-ugh F- d>-d »>t H> c >k H-f
c-wdung »-nc=-, tho-t - H-dm=-r- H-nly b>->-uty.

Stph>-n r->-s+d h>-s cp s Hf »-n gr>->-t>ng. Th-n, blush>-ng
sl¥-ghtly, h)- I-2-d h~s h»-nd 2-n Lynch’s tho-ck tw>--d slI)->-v>-.

—W»> r)> rght, h- s»-d, »nd th> Hth)rs H>+r> wrIng. T
sp--k H-f th-s)- th>-ngs »-nd t- try t9- und>-rst3-nd th>--r n"-tur»- »-nd,
h>-v>>-ng und>-rst>->-d H-t, t)- try sl>-wly »-nd humbly »-nd c-nst>-ntly t)-
H-Xpro-ss, t pr-ss H-ut H-g>->+n, fr-m th)- gr)-ss H>-rth H-r wh)-t »H-t
bro-ngs f)-rth, fr-m s2-und »-nd sh>-p>- -nd c>-12-ur wh>-ch »-r)- th>)-
pro-s-n g-t-s H-f H-ur sH-ul, H-n H>m>g>- H-f th>- b)-)-uty w- h>-v>)-
c-m>- - und>-rst-nd—th>-t H-s H-rt.

Th-y h-d r-"-ch»-d th>- c»-n>-I br)-dg”>- »-nd, turn’-ng fr-m th>->-r
cH-ursH-, w-nt »-n by th>- tr->-s. - crud>- gro-y I9-ght, m>-rr-r-d -n
th- slugg®-sh wa-t>-r -nd > sm Il H-f wHt bra-nch-s HvH-r th»H-r
h2-2-ds s->-m=-d t- w-r H-g>--nst th>- cH-urs?- H-f St>-ph>-n’s th)-ught.

—But y»-u h”-v> n?-t H-nsw>-r)-d my qu-st>>-n, s>>-d Lynch. Wh-t
DS Hrt? Who-t )-s th- b-)-uty -t »-xpr)-ssH-s?

—Th>t w-s th)» fFrst d>FPF-nHt>>n > gHFv)> yru, yH>u
si»--pyh>-"-d>-d wr-tch, s?->-d St-ph>-n, wh>-n »- b>g>n t>- try t>-
th-nk »-ut th m>-tt)-r fr mys>+If. D> y>-u r-m=>-mb>-r th»- n>-ght?
Cro-nly I-st h»-s t-mp=-r »-nd b>-g=-n t- t>-1k »-b>-ut W>-ckl=-w b>-cH-n.

— r>m>mb>-r, sH->-d Lynch. H)- t-Id us »-b»-ut th->»m fl-m>-ng f>-t
d>-v)-Is - p-gs.

—-rt, s9-9-d St¥-ph-n, H-s th- hum>-n d>-sp>-s>-t>->-n H-f sH-ns>»-bl»-
D=1 -nt11-gH-bl- mH)-ttd-r f-r »-n H-sth>-t>-c »-nd. Y)-u rm-m>mb»-r
th- p2-gs H-nd f)-rg>-t th-t. Y>>-u D-r- »- d>-str)-ss-ng p>--r, y»>-u »-nd
Cro-nly.

Lynch m=2-d=- - gr-m=-c?- 2t th- r-w gro-y sky »-nd s9-»-d:

—-f 2 »m > [D-st)n > y>-ur »-sth-t)-c ph-1"-s>-phy g=»-v> m»-
-t 1D-)-st Fnd-th-r cFgr-r-tt-. - dIn’t cHr> H-bI-ut H-t. » dIn’t
F-Vv-n c¥-rH- H-bH-ut w>m-n. D>»mn y>-u H-nd d>mn Hv>-ryth’-ng. »-
wnt 2= j-b - fv- hundr-d 2= y>-2-r. Y2-u c-n’t go-t m=>- »-n>)-.

St-ph>-n h>-nd=>-d h--m th>)- p-ck>-t >-f c-g>-r-tt)-s. Lynch t->-k th>-
[-st -n>- th-t r>Fm>->-n>-d, s>+y>-ng sH>+mply:



—Pra-c--d!

—>qund-s, s»+>d St>ph-n, s>ys thd-t Hs bI»Hut>-ful th)-
»-ppr>-h>-ns>->-n H-f wh-ch pl>->-s)-s.

Lynch n=-dd>-d.
—) r>m>-mb»-r tho-t, h=- s9--d, Pulcr - sunt que v+3-s - pl ¢ nt.

—H»>- us>-s th» wa-rd v-s2- s9->-d St-ph>-n, t c-vI-r H-sth)-t)-c
D-ppr-h"-nsH>->+ns H-f -l k-nds, wh-th=>-r thra-ugh sP>-ght »-r h=>-r)-ng
2-r thro-ugh »-ny H-th>-r H>=v>nu H-f H>ppr>-h>-nsH>>n. Th>-s w»-rd,
th"-ugh -t »-s v»)-gu>-, »-s cI-2-r >-n)-ugh t- k>->p H+w>-y g>->-d »-nd
V-1 wh-ch H-xc -t d>-s9-r)- -nd I-2-th>-ng. >t m>->-ns cH-rt>->-nly
2= st)-59-s -nd n)-t ) kFnH-sP-s. HI-w H-b)-ut th)- tru-? H-t pr-duc)-s
15 - stPs)-s H-f th m>-nd. Y-u w-uld nH-t wr-t- y>-ur n»-m=>- H-n
p>-ncH-1 F-cr-ss th- hyp>-th"-nus- H-f »- rH-ght)-ngl>-d tr)->-ngl>-.

—N»-, s-2-d Lynch, g2-v> m»- th»- hyp>-th>-nus>- »-f th»- V>)-nus H-f
Pr-xa-t)-19-s.

—St-t)-c th-r-f-rd)-, s»-d St-ph-n. PIH-t)-, - bI-1-»v)-, s9>-d
th-t b)-"-uty D-s th)- spl-nd>-ur H-f truth. - d-n’t th-nk th>-t H-t h-s -
m=->-n>-ng, but th>~ tru- »-nd th>- b>--ut>-ful »-r) HkI-n. Truth H-s
b»-h>-1d by th) H-nt>-llD-ct whd-ch s Hpp>>s>d by th> m-st
s-t)-sfy"-ng r-12-t>>-ns H-f th)- H-nt)-11>-g>-bl>-; b>->-uty »-s b)>-h>-Id
by th) H>m2-g>n>+t>>n whd)ch s HppF>s»d by th> m st
s-t)-sfy"-ng r-1o-t>>ns »H-f th- s)ns»+bl>-. Th- fH-rst st+p »-n th)-
d>-r)-ct>--n H-f truth »-s t>- und>-rst>-nd th>- fr-m=>- H-nd sc>-p>- H-f th>)-
Fnt>lD-ct Htsrlf, > crmprr-hdnd  th>-  Hct HisHIf )
FntH-11-ctd-n. FrH-st>-t1)-’s HFntHr)- syst>m H-f ph)-19-sH-phy r)-sts
upn h>=s bk »f psych>-1"-gy »-nd th>-t, »- th>-nk, r-sts H>-n h>-s
stt>m-nt tha-t th)- $>m>- H-ttr)-but) cH-nnH-t H-t th- sHFm>H- thr-m)-
H-nd H-n th- $>m>- cnn)-x>n b>-1"-ng ) H-nd nH-t b)-I1"-ng t)- th)-
s9-m»- subj-ct. Th>)- fH-rst st)-p »-n th- d>r)-ct)>>-n H-f b>-P-uty »-s t9-
und>-rst>-nd th>- fr-m=>- -nd scr-p> Hf th Fm>grn>-t>Hn, t)-
c-mpr)-h>-nd th)- H-ct Hts)-If H-f H-sth>-t)-c H-ppr-h>+ns>+>-n. s th-t
cl--r?

—But wh)-t »-s b-)-uty? -sk-d Lynch »mp>-t>>-ntly. H-ut w»-th
F-nH-thd-r dFFnH-t)-n. SH-m-th>-ng wH- s> H-nd I)-k>-! »-s th)-t
th>)- b>)-st y>-u -nd »-qu>-n>-s cH-n d»-?

—L-t us k> wrm>-n, s)--d St>-ph-n.
—L-t us t-k>- h-r! s9-2-d Lynch fH-rv-ntly.



—Th?= Gr)--k, th)- Turk, th- Ch-n>-s)-, th- C-pt, th>- HD)-tt)-nt)-t,
s--d St>-ph>-n, -1 F-dm»-r)- »- d>-f)-r)-nt typ>- - HFm»-19- b--uty.
Tha-t $--ms t9- b}~ > m>-z- H-ut H-f wh>-ch w- c)-nn)-t »-sc)-p»>-. >
S0, h-wH-va-r, tw- wh-ys H-ut. H-n)- s th)-s hypH-th)-s)-s: th)-t
»vo-ry physo-c-1 qua-Im-ty D-dm>-r)-d by m>-n »>n w>m>+n s Hn
d>-ro-ct c-nn)-x>->-n w>-th th» m>+-n>->-Id funct>>-ns H>-f w>»m>-n fH-r
th=>- pr-pr-g-t>--n H-f th)>- spr-cH>-s. »-t m>-y b s9-. Th»- wH-rld, »-t
$>ms, s dr->-r->-r th-n H-v>-n y>-u, Lynch, >m>+-g>+n>-d. FH>-r my
p-rt )= d)-slH-k- tha-t w-y H-ut. H-t I-)-ds t)- H-ug>-n»-cs rH-th>-r th-n
t)- H-sth-t-c. -t [D-)-ds y»>-u H-ut H-f th> m>z) Hnt) H n)w go-udy
[D-cturd-r->-m wh>-r)- M>-cC>-nn, w-th >-n- h>-nd H-n Th}- »r>gn
- Sp A€ -5 H-nd th)- H-th-r h-nd H-n th>- n)-w t)-st>-m-H-nt, tH-lls y»-u
th>-t y>-u D-dm>-r>-d th- gr)->-t fl-nks »-f V-nus b>-cH-us>- y>-u It
th=-t sh>)- w>-uld b>--r y>-u burly »-ffspr)-ng -nd »-dm=>-r>-d h>-r gr)->-t
bra-2-sts b-c-us?- y>-u -t tho-t sh- wa-uld g-v>- g->-d m>-lk t-)- h)-r
ch>-Idr-n »-nd y»-urs.

—Th?>n M»>-cCH»nn s > sulphury?>=ll>-w »->-r, s?»>d Lynch
Fn-rgH-t-cH-lly.

—Tha=r)- r-m=->-ns H-n>)-th>-r wh-y H-ut, sH+->-d St>-ph>-n, I9-ugh>-ng.
—T» wH-t? $--d Lynch.
—Th»-s hyp»-th>-s-s, St>-ph>-n b>-g>-n.

- I7-ng dr-y [9-d>-n w>-th 2-1d D-r)-n c>m>>- r-und th>- cH-rnH-r H+f
SHr Po-tr-ck Dun’s h2-sp>-t-I c-v>-r)ng th- »-nd »-f St>ph>-n’s
sp--ch w»-th th)- h)-rsh r=>-r »-f j>-ngl»-d »-nd r)-ttI’-ng m>-t>-I. Lynch
cl?-s-d h-s »rs H-nd g-v> Hut FH-th Hftr H-I)-th t>-1l th>- dr)-y
h-d p-ss-d. Th-n h?- turn’-d »-n h>-s h>->-1 rud>-ly. St>-ph>-n turn>-d
=159 >-nd wH->t)-d f-r ) Fw m>+-m>-nts t-1l h»-s cHFmp>-n>->-n’s H-Il-
hum=-ur h>-d h»-d »-ts v)-nt.

—Th»-s hyp>-th>-s)-s, St>-ph>>-n r-p>->-t>-d, H-s th>- H-th>-r w-y H-ut:
tho-t, th-ugh th’= s>m>- H-bjH-ct m>-y n)-t s->+m b>-»ut>-ful t>- H-l
p»--pl-, -1l p-pl>- wha H-dm>-r)- »- b>->-ut-ful H-bj>-ct fH-nd H-n
-t cd-rtd-)-n r-1-t>-ns wh-ch sH-t)-sfy H-nd cH-»>-nc)-d> wH-th th)-
st>g>-s thr-msH>-lvs Hf Il Hsthd-tc Hpprr>-h-nsH>+n. Thh-s)-
P> 1-t--ns H-f th- s-nsH>-blH-, v-s-bl- t- y»-u thro-ugh »-n>- f>rm
»-nd - m>- thr)-ugh -n"-th>-r, must b~ th-r>-f>-r)- th)- nH-cHssH-ry
qu-I-t>>-s Hf b)»>-uty. N>w, w- c>n r-turn t- H-ur H-Id fr)-»-nd
s-)-nt Th»-m»-s f-r H-n>-th>-r p>-nnyw>-rth H-f wH-sd>-m.



Lynch I")-ugh>-d.

—-t »mus>-s m>- v-stly, h- s->-d, t h>->-r y>-u qu-t>-ng h->m
tm= H-ftd-r tm>- k- - j-lly r-und fr->-r. H-r)- y»-u I-ugh”-ng
»-n y>-ur skH-»-v>-?

—M»-c-1¥-st-r, FnswH-rd-d St>ph>-n, wH-uld cH-Il my H-stho-t)-c
th-2-ry -ppl>->-d H-qurn>r-s. S+ fr H-s th)-s sH-d> Hf H-sth)-tH-c
ph-12-s2-phy >-xt>-nds, F-qun>>-s wH-Il c-rry m=- -1l H-1"-ng th>- [9-n>)-.
Wha-n w2- c)>m)- t- th- ph)-n)>-m>-n) H-f H-rt-st)-c c+ncH-ptI-H-n,
H-rt)-st-c gH-st-t>--n, H-nd H-rt)-st¥-c r-pra-duct>-n H- rH>-quI-rH- »-
N-w t-rm=a-n>-1"-gy »-nd =~ n»w pH-rsH+-n>-1 H-xp>-r->-nc-.

—-f c)-urs?-, s9--d Lynch. H-ft-r -1l H-qu-n>-s, »-n spH-t) H-f h)-s
H-nt¥-119-ct, wd-s »-x-ctly - g-2-d r-und fr->-r. But y»-u w1l t>-1l m»-
»-bH-ut th= nw pr-rs-nd-1 FxpH-r>->ncH> H-nd nFw trm>-n>-1"-gy
s>-m- H-th>-r d>-y. Hurry up »-nd f>-n»-sh th>- f-rst p>H-rt.

—Wh»- kn?-ws? s9-2-d St»-ph-n, sm»-17-ng. P-rh"-ps »-qu>-n=>-s wH-uld
und-rst3>-nd m>- b)-tt)-r th)-n y>-u. H>» wIs > pH>>-t h>-msH>-If. H)-
wr-t3- - hymn f»r M=2-undy Thursd)y. 2t bd»-gI>ns wH-th th)-
w-rds P2ng»- [2ngu- glAr-»s2- Th)y sy -t »s th)- h)-gh)-st
gl?-ry »-f th hymn>-1. -t H-s »-n H-ntr)-cH>-t> H-nd s»->-th>>-ng hymn. -
7~k 2-t; but th>-r) s n> hymn th-t cHn b put bI>s)d) th)-t
ma-urnful D-nd  m>j>-stc  prI-crss>H+nH>l srng, th- VM)
R 2-g -5 »-f V-n"-nt>-us FH-rtun>-tus.

Lynch b?-g”-n t) s¥ng s-ftly »-nd sH»I»mnly H-n - d>>p b)ss
Ve gbe oVl o

»npl-t- sunt quae c-nc-nH-t
D»-v>-d f-d>-1>- c-rmH»-n>-
D»-c?-nd»- n-t>">-n"-bus

R2-gn"-v>-t - [9-gn>- D>-us.

—Tha-t’s gr->-t! h"- s3--d, wH-Il pl>->-s>-d. GrH->-t mus»-c!

Th)-y turn?-d H-nt>- L>+w>r M>-unt Str->-t. > f-w st>-ps fr-m th»)-
cH-rn-r D= F-t y>-ung m>-n, wH->-r>-ng »- s>~k no-ckcl?-th, s9-lut?)-d th>-m
»-nd st>-pp>-d.

—D»-d y-u h2=)-r tho- r)-sults H-f th- HFx>+ms? h- FskI-d. Gr)-ff>n
w-s pluck?-d. H>~1p?-n H-nd »-’Flynn H-r?- thr)-ugh th> h>-m>- c)-v)-l.
M»>=>n>-n gt -fth pl»-c> H-n th- Hnd>>n. H-’Sh)-ughn-ssy g>-t
f-urt)--nth. Th>)- H-r-sh f-11"-ws »-n Clo-rk’s g=-v>>- th»m H- f-)-d )-st
n=-ght. Th>-y >~ Dt~ curry.



H-s p-11-d bl->-t-d f-c> Fxprd-ssH-d bI-nd)vH-1-nt mH>-1)-c)-
»-nd, s h>= h)-d »-dv>-nc)-d thra-ugh h>-s t-d>-ngs »-f succ)-ss, h>-s
sm-Il f-t--ncH-rclH-d H-y>-s va-n-sh>-d »H-ut H-f sH-ght »-nd h>-s w--k
wh»=2-z2-ng v--c- H-ut H-f h-->-r)ng.

-n r)-ply t)- - qu-st--n H-f St»ph>-n’s h>-s Hy>-s »-nd h-s vH>->)-c)-
c-m>- f-rth »-g>->-n fr3-m th>>-r lurk->-ngpl>-c>-s.

—Y»»s, M>-cCull>gh nd 2, h> s>F>)d. H?>’s t>+k»ng pur)
m>-th->-m»>-t)-cs »-nd H-’m t>-k>-ng cHFnst)-tut>F>n>-1 h>-st>-ry. Th>-r)-
2=y tw-nty subjd-cts. -’m t-k>-ng bH>-t)ny t->. Y>u kn>w H’'m >
m>-mb>-r H-f th-- f>->-1d club.

H>- dr)-w b2-ck fr-m th?- J-th)-r tw>- »-n - st>-t>-ly fH-sh>-»-n »-nd
pl-c?-d »- plump w->-11"-n-gl"-v>-d h>>-nd H-n h>-s br->-st fr>-m wh=-ch
mutt-r>-d wh>->-z"-ng [?-ught-r 2t H»-nc?>- br)-k>- fH-rth.

—Br)-ng us - f-w turn-ps F-nd H-n>->-ns th>- n}-xt tFm=>- y>-u g»- H-ut,
s9-7-d St¥-ph-n dr-ly, t9- m>-k>- - st>-w.

Th»- -t stud-nt [9-ugh>-d H-ndulg>-ntly H-nd s-»-d:

—W>= - -1l h-ghly r)-spr-ct)-bl>- p>--pl- »-n th>- f>->-Id club.
L»-st SH-turd>-y w2 w-nt H-ut t-3- GI-nm»-lur?)-, s»-v>-n H-f us.

—W»-th w-m»-n, D>-n"-v>-n? s»->-d Lynch.

D>-n"-v>-n H-g>->n I-2>-d h-s h»-nd H-n h-s ch?-st H-nd sH>-d:

—)-ur H-nd H-s th- H-cqu)-sH+t>->-n H-f kn)»-wi»)-dg>-.

Th-n h>>- s--d qu=-ckly:

— -1 y)-u H-r) wra-t-ng sH+-m»- H-ss)-ys »H-b>-ut H-sth>-t>-cs.

St-ph>-n m>-d>- - v)-gu)- gH-stur)- H-f d)-n>->-l.

—G»--th)- H-nd LDH-ssHng, s--d DI-nH»-vH>n, h-vH) wrh-tt-n - |-t
-n th)-t subj>-ct, th- clP-ss)-cH-1 sch->-1 H-nd th)- rH-m>-nt)-c sch)-»H-I
H-nd -l th)-t. Th LH-cH>+n HntH-rd-sthd m>»- vI-ry much wh-n »-
r-d -t - cr-ursH- -t s H-d>»->-1-st>-c, GHrm=-n, ultr--pr-H>-und.

N>--th-r H-f th- H-th-rs spH-k)-. D»nH»-vI-n t3-k =)= H-f th)-m
urb>-n>-ly.

— must g, h= s7--d s-ftly »-nd b>-n>-v>-I12-ntly, H- h-v>>- »- str-ng
susp>-cH--n, H-m=-unt)}-ng H-Im>-st t- - c-nvI-ct)--n, th-t my s)-st)-r
Fnt>ndH-d > mH*kH» pFncrkIrs t>dHry r th> dFnnd-r H-f th)-
D2-na-v-n fm-ly.

—G»»--dby>-, St>ph>-n s>+>d H>n h>s wHk). DI*+n’t frgH-t th)-
turn>-ps f-r m=>- »-nd my m>-t>-.



Lynch g2-z>-d »-ft>-r h=-m, h>-s I2-p curl»>-ng »-n sl>-w sc-rn t>-1l h-s
¢ r-s-mbl-d »- d-v>-I's m»-sk:

—T- tho-nk tho-t tha-t y>-11-w p>-ncr-k>-->->-t)-ng H-xcr-m=-nt cH-n
g+t - g->-d j2-b, h"- s-2-d -t I)-ngth, H-nd - h>-v>- ) sm>-k>- ch>->-p
CH-g-ro-tt)-s!

Th-y turn?-d tho-2-r f)-c)s t»w>D-rds M>-rr->-n Squ-r- H-nd wH-nt
-1 2= )-tt1)- H-n s-12-ncH-.

—T) fn)-sh wha-t - w-s s9-y>-ng F-b>-ut b)->-uty, s)--d St)-ph-n,
th>» m»-st so-t)-sfy>-ng r-1"-t>>-ns H-f th)- s)-ns>-bl>- must th>-r>-f>-r)-
crreysprnd > th)-  ndcrssrry  phss  f Drtd-st-c
F-ppr-h-ns»>n. FHnd th)-s) H-nd y>-u f>nd th> quI-IH-t>>s Hf
un>va-rs-l bH-uty. H-qu-ns sys: d pulcrHtudHnHm  tr-)-
r2-qu-A-runtur AntAgr-tps, cAnsHnHntF-- clHrHts ) trernshH-t)-
>t s> Thro-2- thrngs A n-HdHd 2 br-Huty, whpHnsss,
h-rm-ny nd r»-d »-2-nc - D>~ th>-s)- c)-rr)-sp>-nd t- th>- ph-s)-s H-f
H-ppr)-h>-nsH>n? HrH- y>-u fH-11>-w>ng?

—>f c)urs>-, » »m, s»>d Lynch. »f y?>-u th’-nk > h)>v> Hn
F-xcrFmA-nt-tH-us HntI-1-gH-ncH- run H-ftr DH»-nHv>-n H-nd H-sk
h-m t9- [D-st)-n tH- y»-u.

St-ph>-n p>>-ntH-d t9- > b>-sk-t wh>-ch »- butch?-r’s b}y h-d slung
H-nv-rt)-d H-n h>-s h)->-d.

—L -k H-t th-t b-sk-t, h»- s9--d.
—- s »-t, s»-d Lynch.

—n H-rdH-r 9 s> th>-t b>-sk-t, sH--d St>-ph>-n, y-ur m>-nd f)-rst
> 1 sFpHFr)-tHs th> bIsk>+t fr>-m th rI-st H-f th) vI-s)-bl)-
un-v>-rs» wh-ch s no>-t th> b)sk>+t. Th) fHrst phrs»+ H-f
“-ppr-h>-ns>->-n »-s - b)-und>-ng I7-n>>- dr-wn H-b>-ut th>- H-bj>-ct t)-
b~ Dppr-h>-nd>-d. H>+n Hsth-t)c FmI)-g> s prrs»nt)d t) us
H=)-th-r H-n spH-c) Hr H-n t>m>-. Wh-t H-s H-ud>-bl)>- s pra-s»+nt)-d
»n trm)-, wh-t Hs vrsrbl)» s prysH+nt>d Hn sprc)-. But
tmp-r-1 H-r spH-t)--1, th- H-sth>-t)-c »-m>-g>- »-s fH-rst lum>-n>-usly
»-ppr>-h>-nd>-d s sFIfb>-und>-d »-nd sH>+IfcH-nt>->n>-d up>n th)-
H-mm»>--surd-bl- b-ckgr)-und H-f spH-cH- H-r t>m=> wh-ch s n)-t H-t.
Y -u -ppr-h-nd>-d H-t s Hn-2-th)-ng. Y-u s> -t s H>+n> wh-1>)-.
Y-u ppr>-h>-nd H-ts wh-12-n>-ss. Tho-t s HntAgr 22,

—Bull’s »-y»-! s»-2-d Lynch, I»-ugh»-ng. G- »-n.



—Th»=n, s9--d St>-ph>-n, y-u p2-ss fr-m p->-nt t)- pH->-nt, [H-d by H-ts
rm>-1 1-n>-s; y»-u H»-pprr-h>-nd H-t s b)-1"-ncH-d pH-rt H-g>-nst pH-rt
w-th-n H-ts [D-m-ts; y>-u -1 th- rhythm »-f H-ts structur-. H-n H-th-r
w-rds, th- synth=-s2-s -f »mm>>-d>--t> pH-rcH-ptr--n s fH-11=-w-d
by th> 2-n>-lys-s H-f Hppr-h>-nsH+->-n. HI-v>ng frrst fH-1t th-t -t
s -nH-th-ng yH-u -1 n)-w th-t -t )-s »- th->ng. Y>-u »-ppr>-h»-nd
-t s crmplH-x, mult)-pl)-, d>-vI-sH»bld-, sH+p>rd-bl-, mH>-d> up Hf
2-ts p-rts, th- r-sult H-f H-ts p-rts »-nd th>->-r sum, h>-rm=>-n">-»-us. Th)-t
S CANS AN HntH--,

—Bull’s 2y H>=g»>-n! s>>-d Lynch waH-tt>-ly. T-1l m>~ n>»w wh>-t
25 cl A 2-t2-5 »-nd y>-u w>-n th>)- c)-gH-r.

—Th?= c»-nn>-t)-t>>+n H-f th> wI-rd, StH-ph)-n sH»+>-d, »s r-th)-r
V-gur-. -qu-n=s usH-s - trm whr-ch s)-ms t9- b~ HFn>-x)-ct. Ht
b-ffl-d m>- £)r D= [D-ng tm>-. -t wh-uld I)--d y>-u t- b>-1-H»v)-
th-t h"~ h2-d »-n m2>-nd symb>-1)-sm H-r H-d>>1")-sm, th»- suprm»-
qu-I2-ty »-f b->-uty b>->-ng - [D-ght fr>-m s>Fm>- H-th>-r w>-rld, th>)-
H-d-) >f wh-ch th mD-tt)-r »-s but th- sh-d>w, th)- r-)-I1>-ty H-f
wh?-ch -t s but th) symb>-Il. - th)-ught h?> m>-ght m>->n
th-t cl2-r -t s H-s th H-rt)-sth-c d)-scH-v>-ry H-nd r-pri-sH-ntH-t>->-n
>t th)-  d>vrn)> purp-s» H»n Fnytho-ng Hr > rFrer HHf
g1zt -n wh-ch wH-uld m>-k>- th- »-sth>-t)-c >m>-g> »-
un>v>>-rs-1 -n>-, m>-k>- -t H-utsh>-n>- H-ts pr-p>-r cH-nd>-t>->-ns. But
th-t s -trd-ry t>lk. D= undd-rst>nd -t s>+. Whd-n y>-u h)-v)-
»-ppr>-h>-nd>-d th)-t bIsk)-t s Hn) th>+ng >+nd hI>+v) th)n
H»-n)-lysH-d -t H-cc)-rd>-ng ) H-ts H-rm H-nd H-ppr>-h>-nd>-d H-t »s >
th-ng y?-u m>-k>- th>~ -nly synth’-s»-s wh>-ch s I»-g>-cH-lly »-nd
H-sth-t)-cH-Ily p-rm=-ss-bl-. Y-u s9-)- th)-t H-t s th--t th-»ng wh»-ch
-t H-s H-nd n>- Hth)-r th-ng. Th)- rH-d>>-nc> H>-f wh-ch h)- sp>)-ks
»-n th>- scha)-17-st>-c qu-dd>-ts, th>- whp-tn-ssH>-f »- th-ng. Th)-s
supr-m=- qu-19-ty s -t by th>)- »-rt}-st wh>-n th>)- »-sth)-t)-c >m>-g»-
s f-rst c-ncH-»-va-d H-n h>-s >m>-g>-n>-t>>-n. Th>- m>-nd »-n th)-t
myst-r>-2-us -nst>-nt Sh>-11"-y IH-k>+n>-d b>-»-ut)-fully t3- »- f-d>ng
c--1. Th)- H-nstnt wh-r->-n th)-t supr-m=- qu-1-ty H>-f b>->)-uty, th)-
clr r-d>->ncH> Hf th)- H-sth-t>-c »m>>g>-, s H»ppr>-h>+-nd>-d
lum>-n>-usly by th» m>nd wh?-ch h)s b>)>n rr)-st)d by H-ts
wha=12-n"-ss H-nd fscHn>-t>-d by »H-ts h)-rm>-ny s th lum>+n»-us
SFI-nt stFs)-s Hf H-sth-t)-c pl»-surd-, - spr-ri-tud-l strt> vi-ry
P-k)> > th-t cdrd>»>-c cHnd>t>>n whdch th)» Ht>+1>>n



phys»>-I12-g>-st Lu-g> G>lv>n>-, us>ng > phrr-s> H>Im>-st H-s
b--ut>-ful s Sh-11)-y’s, c-119-d th- H-nch>ntm>+nt H-f th>- h)-H-rt.

St»-ph>-n p=-us>-d »-nd, th-ugh h>-s c>mp>n>->-n d>-d n -t spH--k,
-1t th-t h>-s w>-rds h>-d c>llI»-d up D-rund th>-m -~ tho-ught-
“»-nch-nt)-d s»-1)-nc>)-.

—Wh>-t = h=v)- s--d, - b-g-n H-g>--n, r-f-rs t- b--uty H-n
th=- w»-d>-r s-ns>- H-f th>- w>-rd, »-n th)- s»-ns>- wh>-ch th>- w-rd h»-s
»n th)y= trrrry tr-d>-t-)n. -n th> m-rk-tplo-c>- -t ho)-s
»-n>-th>-r s+nsH-. Wh>-n w>- spo--k H-f b-)-uty -n th)- s»-c-nd s*)-ns»)-
H-f th>- t>-rm »-ur judg>>-m>-nt s H-nflu-nc>-d »-n th- F)-rst plo-c)- by
th- -rt H-ts)-If »-nd by th- f»rm H-f th-t H-rt. Th» H>m>>g)-, >+t >
cl?-2-r, must b~ s-t b)>-tw>->-n th-» m>-nd H-r s)nsHs Hf th)- H-rt)-st
h-ms>-If )-nd th>>- m>-nd H-r s-nsH-s H-f H>th>-rs. H-f y>-u b>>-r th-s »-n
m»-m-ry y-u w1l s> th-t Hrt n-cHssH+r-ly dr-vr-d>-s H-tsH-If
-ntd- thr>>- f-rms pry-gr-ssH-ng fr-m H-nd)- t>- th)- n)-xt. Th-s)-
f»rms >r)-: th)- lyr-cH-lI f-rm, th)- f-rm wh)-r>->-n th)- Hrt)-st
pro-s-nts h=2-s H»-m=-g> Hn HFmm>>-d>->-t> rrlH-t>>n t h>F-msHIf;
th=- »-p-cH-1 f-rm, th>- F3-rm wh>)-r>->-n h)- pry-sH-nts h>-s >m»>-g>- »-n
ma=d>-t) r-1>tr)n > hrmsHIf H-nd t)- H-th)-rs; th>- drF-m>+-t)-c
f»rm, th>» f»-rm wh)>r)>>n h)> prs>+nts hd)s H>mI>+g)> Fn
Fmm-dFH-t> r-1-t)-n ) H-thH-rs.

—Th>-t y»-u t>-1d m>- = -w n>)-ghts »-g=»-, s>-d Lynch, »-nd w>-
b>-g>-n th>- fH-m=-us d>-scuss>-»-n.

—= =)= - bk -t h-m»-, s9->-d St>-ph>-n, »-n wh>-ch »- h-v)-
wra-tt-n d2-wn qu-st)-2-ns wh>-ch H-r)> m>-r)> »mus>-ng th-n y>-urs
w-r)-. -n f-nd)-ng th- Hnsw-rs t)- th-m - f)-und th>- th)»-Hry H-f
»-sth-t-c wh>-ch - »-m try>-ng t »xpl»->+n. HI>r)> H>+r> sHm>h-
qu-st>H+ns > s>t mysHIf: Ps - chp-2r fnHy mAd» trrgrc r
CHMAC? A thd- pArtr -2t H MAn)-LAsH-gh-2d H P dFsHr-t)-
s-- Ht? s th>-bust »-f S5+ PhsH »-p Cr-mpta-n lyrAcH, HprcH Hr
dr-ma-t)-c. 2 n+t, why n-t?

—Why n»-t, »-nd>->-d? s>-2-d Lynch, I-ugh=-ng.

—f - mn hickpng Hn fury 2t - blck HH w-2d, St-ph-n
cFnt-nu-d, mAkA-th - Hn HFmpg)- H Hcrw, Hsthrt 2mig) -
WK A Art? - nat, why na?

—Th-t’s = I9-v-ly H-n-, s7--d Lynch, I»-ugh=-ng 2~g»>->-n. Th>-t h)-s
th=- tru=- sch-1")-st»-c st-nk.



—L»-ss-ng, s2--d St>-ph>-n, sh-uld nH-t h-v>- t>-k»Fn > gr-up H-f
sttud-s t> wr-t)> f. Th H-rt, b>»+ng FnfHFrdHr, dFHs n)-t
pro-s-nt th)- f-rms - sp)-k>- H-f d>-st)>-ngur-sh>-d clH->-rly H-n>- fr-m
H-nH-th-r. H-v-n H-n [HD-t)-rH)-tur)-, th- h--gh=-st >-nd m-st sp-r)-tu-I|
-rt, tha= frms »-r) H-ft>n c>+nfus-d. Th- lyr>-cH-1 f-rm »-s H-n f-ct
th>- s»mpla-st v-rb>-1 vo-stur)- H-f H>n Hnstrnt Hf Fm>t>>n, »
rhythm=-c2-1 cry such H-s »-g-s g~ ch”>->-r>-d »-n th»- m>-n wh>)- pull»-d
-t th) )-r H-r drd-gg>-d st>n>-s up - sl-p>-. H>- wh- utt)-rs H-t »-s
m>-r)- c-nscH>-us H-f th)- H-nst)-nt H-f H-m>>-t>>-n th>-n Hf h>rmsH-If
s Pr>1-ng m-t>+n. Th sH+-mpld-st H-pHrcHl H-rm s s»+>n
Fm-rg>-ng H-ut H-f lyr-cH-1 [D-t)-r)-tur)> wh-n th) H-rt)-st pr-I--ngs
“-nd bra->-ds up>-n h»=ms>-If F-s th)- cntr- H-f »-n H-p>-cH-1 »v>-nt H»-nd
th>)-s -rm pra-gr)-ss>-s t>-1l th>- cH-ntr- 1 Fm»-t)-n>)-1 gr-vI-ty s
F-quA-dd-st>nt fra-m thd= Hrt-st h»msH>-If H-nd fr-m H-thd-rs. Th)-
n-re-t-v>- H-s n- 1-ngH-r purd-ly p-rs-nd-I. Th- pH-rsH-n-1)-ty H-f
th== 2-rt)-st p-ss2-s H-nt>)- th>»- nH»-rr)-t->-n »H-tsH-If, fl-w>-ng rH-und »-nd
r-und th- p2-rs-ns H-nd th>- H-ct>>n k> > vt s> Th)-s
pra-gry-ss  y>-u  wHrll s> Fsly  »n tha-t -Id  ngl)-sh
b-11"-d Turp-n H>-r -, wh»-ch b»-g>-ns H-n th)- f>-rst p>-rs»-n H-nd »-nds
“»-n th>- tho-rd p-rs>-n. Th>- dr-m»-t>-c f>rm »-s r-»-ch>-d wh>-n th-
v-t-1)-ty wha-ch h?-s fl-w>-d »-nd »-dd>->-d r)-und D>--ch p)rsHn
f-11s v)-ry p2-rs-n w>-th such v -t2-1 f-rc)- th-t h)- »-r sh>>- »-ssum»-s
2= pr-p>-r -nd H-nt)-ngH-blF- F-sth-t)-c D). Th- pIrs+-n)»-1)-ty H-f
th- H-rt-st, H-t FI-rst =~ cry »-r - c>-d>»-nc)- »-r » m>->-d »-nd th-n »-
flun-d »-nd [D-mb>>-nt nre-t>v-, PFnX-lly rm-fHnd-s H-tsIf H-ut H-f
FXstncd-,  FmpHrsrn-zs ts-If, s> > sprrk. Th)-
H-sth)-t>-c >m=>-g>- -n th>- dr>-m>-t>-c rm s - pur-f>->-d »n
»>-nd r-pro-j-ctr-d fr-m th>- hum=>-n »m=>-g>-n>-t>>-n. Th> mystH>-ry
> sthd-tc, k> thdt > m>trrr+-1 crr>+tH+n, s
H-ccrmpl-sh-d. Th- H-rtd-st, k) th) GId Hf crr-tr>n,
rFm-ns wH-th>-n Hr b>+h>nd Hr bI>yI>rnd Hr HbIFv) h)s
ha-nd>»-w>-rk, nvr-s¥-blo-,  rmr-fFnr+-d  Hut Hf Fxstrnc)-,
H-nd>-ff-r-nt, p-r>-ng h>-s FH-ng>-rm>->-lIs.

—Try>-ng t- r-f>n>- th->m »-Is>- -ut H-f »-x>-st>-nc=-, s»->-d Lynch.

2= -n2- r>->-n b>-g>-n t>- £l fr-m th>)- h--gh v>->-1)-d sky »-nd th)-y
turn>-d »-nt>- th>- duk>-’s I9-wn t- r>->-ch th- n>-t>>n>-1 1D-br)-ry
b-f-r- th- sh>-w>-r cr-m»-.



—Wh»>-t d2- y2>-u m>=>-n, Lynch »-sk>-d surl>-ly, by pr)-t)-ng »-b»-ut
b->-uty »nd th>- >m)gFnrt>>+n  H»n  ths  mIFsHrr)-bl)-
G-df-rs-k>-n »-sl-nd? N> wH-nd>-r th)- H-rt)-st rH-t>+rH-d wH-th>-n »-r
b-h=-nd h2-s ha-nd>-w>-rk H-ft)-r h-vng p>-rp>-tr)-t>-d th>-s cH-untry.

Th>= r>->-n -1l f-st)-r. Wha-n th-y p>-ss>-d thr-ugh th>- p»-ss2-g>-
b-s-d> K)-ldD-r)> hd-us)- thy fH-und m>-ny studd-nts sha-It>-rH-ng
und=>-r th= H-rc-d>- »-f th- [D-br-ry. Cr-nly, I--n-ng H-g>->-nst »-
p>-11-r, w-s pr-ck+ng h)s t>>th wHrth - shdrpHn)rd m-tch,
[D-st>n>-ng - sHm=- cFmpr-n)-ns. SHm=)- gI-rls st+>-d nH->-r th)-
“-ntr-nc- d--r. Lynch wh-sp»-r2-d t2- St>-ph--n:

—Y-ur b>-12-v>-d s h)-r)-.

St2-ph=-n t9-)-k h)-s pl?-c- s>+I12-ntly H-n th>- st)-p b>-1"-w th>- gr)-up
-f stud>-nts, h--dl»-ss H-f th- r->n wh>-ch Il st turn-ng h-s
D-y-s trwH-rds h-r fr-m tm- - t-m>-. Sh)- t)-- st->-d sH-1)-ntly
F>-m=-ng h>-r c»mp>n>>ns. Sh>- h)-s nP» pr->-st t) fI-rt wiH-th, h)-
th"-ught w>-th c-nsc)-»-us b>-tt)-rn>-ss, r>m=->mb=-r>-ng h>-w h>- h>-d
$>-2-n h-r [)-st. Lynch w-s r)-ght. H-s m»-nd »-mpt>--d »-f th»-)-ry 2-nd
c-urd-g=-, 7-ps7-d b-ck F-nt)- - [F-stl)-ss pH->-c)-.

H>- h>->-rd th>)- stud>-nts t-1k=-ng »-m=-ng th>-ms>-Iv>>-s. Th>-y sp>-k>-
>f tw)>  frr>nds wh> h)-d pIrss+d thd» BFn)l mH*dr-cH-|
X FmnH-tH-n, Hf th)- ch)-ncHs H-f gH-tt)-ng pl»-c>-s H-n H-cH>n
[D-n2-rs, T p>->-r »-nd r)-ch pro-ct)-c-s.

—Th>-t’s -1l &~ bubbl)-. 2-n »-r)-sh c)-untry pro-ct)-c>- »-s b)-tt)-r.

—Hyn»-s w-s tw- y>-)-rs -n LH-vH-rp->-1 H-nd h)- s-ys th)- sH-m»-.
2~ fr)-ghtful h-1"- h~ s9-2-d -t w-s. N»-th--ng but m>-dw>>-I-ry c)-s-s.

—D*- y-u m>>-n t sy It s b-ttr t h-vH> D j2-b h-r)- H-n
th=)- c-untry th=n H-n D~ rH-ch cI-ty I~k th>-t? > kn-w >~ H-11D>-w...

—Hyn»-s h2s n? br)->-ns. H> gt thr)-ugh by st>w>-ng, pur)-
st-w>-ng.

—D»-n’t m>-nd h>-m. Th-r>-’s plo-nty »-f m>-n>-y t3- b m>-d>- »-n»-
b-g c-mm»-rcH--1 cH-ty.

—D»-p-nds F-n th?- pra-ctH-cH-.

—g- crd- ut v pAupArum st sHmplAcHtAr Hrx,
s-mpl At sAnguAnaAA-us Hr-x, 2n LV prp -2



Th»=2-r v-2-c-s r--ch>-d h>-s H-rs »-s - fr-m - d>-st-nc)- H-n
H-nt-rrupt-d puls-t>--n. Sh w-s pra-pH-r+-ng 3 g FwIry w-th
h=>-r c-mp>-n>>---ns.

Th- qua-ck I9-ght sh~w>-r h-d dr-wn -ff, t>-rry">-ng J-n clust¥-rs H-f
d>->m=>-nds »>m=>-ng th>- shrubs »-f th-- qur-dr>-ngl>- wh>-r) >-n
F-Xh-1-t--n w-s br-»-th-d f-rth by th- bl-ck>-n>-d H->-rth. Th»->-r
tr-m b»)ts pr-ttl-d s thy st>F>+d H+n th) strps H+f th)-
c-1-nna-d>-, t-1k-ng qu->-tly »-nd go->-ly, gl»-nc-ng H-t th>>- cl>-uds,
h>-1d>-ng th=>"-r umbr2-11"-s -t cunn-ng H-ngl>-s »-g>+-nst th>- fHw [)-st
r="-ndr-ps, cl?-sP+ng th»m »H-g>->-n, h)-Id>-ng th>-r sk>-rts d>mur>-ly.

H-nd -f h>- h>-d judg>-d h-r h"-rshly? H-f h2-r [~ wHr)- - s»mpl)-
r-s-ry H-f ha-urs, h-r - s-mpl)- H-nd strd-ng>- H-s H- bd-rd’s -,
g2y »n th- ma>-rn>-ng, r)-stim-ss H-Il d>y, t>r>-d >t sundH>+wn? H>-r
h=2-rt s»-mpl>- H-nd wH-Iful »-s - b)-rd’s h>-I-rt?

T-w»-rds d>-wn h)= >w-k>-. = wh-t swH->-t mus?-c! H>-s s9-ul wH-s
M d»wy wH-t. vI-r hd-s ID-mbs H-n si¥p pH-1- 1 wHvI-s H-f
I7-ght h)-d p-ss-d. H>= -y st>-l, H-s H-f h-s s-ul 9~y >Fm>H-d cH-H-I
Wtd-rs, cnsc-)-us Hf fFnt swHhH+t musd)c. HI»s mH>+nd wHs
w-k2-ng si-wly t9- - tr-mul?-us m=>-rn>-ng kn-wl>-dg>-, > m>-rn>-ng
FnspH-r-tHn. - spArI-t fH-11)-d h-m, purd- »-s th- purd-st wH-t)-r,
sw-+t Hs dFw, mIvHng Hs musHc. But h-w fF+ntly -t wh-s
»-nbr->-th-d, hrw prssrFrnld-ssly, s H>f th)  s»r>-phrm
th-ms>-lv-s w>-r>- br)->-th>>-ng up>-n h>-m! H>-s sH-ul w>s wr-k>-ng
s-wly, f--r)-ng t> wH-k>- wh-lly. 2t w-s th--t wH-ndl>-ss h>-ur H-f
d-wn wh>-n m=2-dn=-ss w2-k>-s »-nd str)-ng>- pl2-nts »-p>-n t-)- th- I-ght
2-nd th» m»-th fl---s f)-rth sH-1"-ntly.

-n H-nch-ntm>-nt H-f th>- h->-rt! Th>- n-ght h>-d b>>->-n H-nch>-nt-d.
H-n = drd=-m H-r v»)-s9--n h)- h-d kn-wn th)- J-cstP-sy H-f s9-r)-ph-c
-9, W>-s -t »-n F-nst>-nt H-f H»-nch>-ntm>>-nt H-nly »-r I7-ng h>-urs »-nd
y?»--rs H-nd H-g>-s?

Th= D-nst-nt H-f H-nspFr>-t>>-n s»F>+m>-d nHF+w t> b r-fl-ctH-d
fr-m -1l s»dH>s Ht Hnc> frr-m D multdtud)> Hf clH-udy
co-rcumst>-nc-s H-f wh>-t h>>-d h>-pp>n>-d H-r H>f wh>-t m>-ght h>-v>-
h-pp-n=-d. Th- FnstH-nt fl-sh>-d f)-rth -k »- p>->-nt H-f [)-ght H-nd



n>-w fr-m cl?-ud H-n cl?-ud - v-gu>- c-rcumst-nc- c-nfus-d f-rm
WS v-)-I9-ng sH-ftly H-ts H-ft-rgiD-w. D! H-n th> vI-rg»-n w>»mb H-f
th= »=m>g>nH>-t>>n th> wHrd wHs m>-d>- flH-sh. GHbr->-1 th)-
s>Frph h)-d crmd t- th) vrg)n’s chhrmb>d-r. H>n HftIrglH-w
d>->-p>n>-d wH-th?-n hd-s spH-r)-t, wh-nc>- th- wh-t>- fI»-m=>- h>)-d
p-ss-d, d--p>-n>-ng t- - rH-s>- H-nd H-rd>-nt I>-ght. Th-t r-s>- »-nd
»-rd>-nt [9-ght w>-s h2-r str-ng=- w>-Iful h"->-rt, str)-ng>- th>-t n- m>-n
h-d kn"-wn »-r wa-uld kn>-w, w>-1ful fr-m b>-f>-r>- th- b»-g>-nn>-ng »-f
th>)>- w>-rld; »-nd luro-d by th>-t »-rd>-nt r)-s>-12-k»- gl=-w th- ch>->-rs »-f
th- s»-r>-ph>-m w>-r>- f-11-ng fr-m h>->-v>-n.

*ry y?-u n-t WH--ry »>-f »-rd>-nt wW-ys,
Lur)- »>-f th>)- f-119-n $-r)-ph?>-m?
T~ n- m-r>- H-f »-nch>-ntH-d dH-ys.

Th> v-rs)-s p-ss?-d fr-m h-s m-nd t- h>-s I2-ps H-nd, murmur>-ng
th-m v, h- It th)- rhythm=-c m>-v>m>-nt H-f H- v-11-n>-117- p-ss
thr)-ugh th-m. Th- r=s>-1-k>- glH-w s»nt f)-rth H-ts r-ys Hf rhym»)-;
W-ys, d-ys, b=z, pror--s-, s, D-ts r-ys burna-d up th>- w>-rld,
c-nsum»-d th"= h=>-rts >-f m>-n »-nd H-ng»-Is: th- rH-ys fr-m th- rH-s)-
th-t w>-s h-r w-Iful h)-»-rt.

Y-ur »y-s ha-v>)- st m=-n’s ha--rt »-bl-z)-
»-nd y2-u ha-v)- h--d y?-ur w-lI »>-f h>-m.
0¥ y-u -t wd-ry -f -rd>-nt w-ys?

H-nd th>-n? Th>- rhythm d>=2-d Fw>-y, c>>-s9d, b>-gHn Fg>Hn t)-
ma-v> H-nd b>->-t. H-nd th>-n? Sm>-k>-, H-ncH+nsH> H-sc>nd>-ng frH-m
th>- H-1t)-r H-f th>- w>-rld.

»b-v)- th)- fl-m»- th>)- sma-k»- »-f pro--s)-
G»-s up fr-m »-C)--n rH-m - r-m
T n- m>-r>- H-f »nch>-ntH-d dH-ys.

Sma-k> wHnt up frym th whd-1) Hrth, fr-m th)- v)-pH-ury
»-crns, sm-k- f hd-r pror-s. Th Hrth wh-s k) -
SW-ng=-ng sw-y=>-ng c-ns>H-r, - b1l H-f FncH-ns>-, H-n H11»-psH>-d>-I
b-1l. Th- rhythm d>-2-d »-ut -t »-nc)-; th>- cry »f h-s h)-)-rt wh-s
bra-k-n. H>-s 1)-ps b-g>-n t- murmur th~ f-rst va-rsH-s H-v>-r »-nd
H-vH-r; th-n w-nt D-n stumbl)-ng thry-ugh h-If v)-rs?-s, st»mm>-r)-ng
“-nd b-ffl7-d; th-n st>-pp-d. Th- h"--rt’s cry w-s br-k>-n.



Th- v --12-d w-ndl?-ss h-ur h2-d p-ss)-d H-nd b>-h=-nd th- pH>-n>-s
T th)> n)-k>-d w-nd>-w th>- m=-rn>-ng 1»-ght w>-s g=-th>-r>-ng. - b>-lI
b=t f--ntly v-ry £3-r >~w>-y. - b-rd twH-tt-ro-d; tw- b-rds, thrH->-.
Th- b1l »-nd th- b-rd cH->-s2-d; »-nd th>- dull wh>-t>}- I")-ght spr>-»-d
Fts-If st H+nd wIst, cH>vIr+ng th>- wH-rld, cHvH>rH+ng th)-
r=s-1"-ght =-n h-s ho--rt.

F-2-r-ng - -5 -1, b= r>sd hmsHIf sudd>-nly »-n h-s
H1b)-w t- -k £3-r pH-p-r H-nd pr-ncH-I. Th-r) wH-s n)-)-th>-r »-n
th=- t3-bl"-; H-nly th>}- s)-up pl>-t)- h)- h-d H»-t)-n th>- r)-c)- frF-m fH-r
supp=-r »-nd th>~ c)-ndl?-st-ck w>-th H-ts t)>-ndr-Is H-f t>-11-w H-nd H-ts
p-p-r so-ck -t, s>ng>-d by th>- ID-st fl-m=-. H»- str-tch>-d h>-s H-rm
W >r)-ly t>w-rds th- -2t H-f th>- b>-d, gr)-p»-ng w-th h-s h>-nd
-n th- p-ck-ts H-f th)- ¢t tho-t hung th>-r)-. H>-s F-ng>-rs fH-und »-
p>-nc-1 »-nd th>-n - cH-g>-rH)-tt)- p-ck-t. H)- 9~y b-ck H-nd, t->-rH-ng
»-p>-n th)- pr-ckIt, plH-cH-d th)- ID-st cHgH>-r)-tt> H-n th)- wHndI>w
[9-dg*>- -nd b>-g>-n t wr-t>- H-ut th>- st+nz-s H-f th)>- v-lID-n)-11)-
-n sm-1l nH--t [H-tt)-rs H-n th>- rH-ugh cH-rdb>-»-rd surfI-c>-.

H>-v»-ng wra-tt)>-n thm D-ut h)- 1Dy b)-ck »-n th- lumpy p>-lI>-w,
murmur)-ng th>»m -g>->n. Th)> lumps H+f knH-tt>-d fI-ck und-r h>-s
h=2-d r-m>-nd>-d h>»-m H-f th>- lumps H-f kn>-tt)-d h-rs>-h>->-r »-n th>-
s>+ Hf hr pH>rlH-ur H»n whad-ch h> usH>d ) sHt, sm)IH>+ng H-r
sr--us, sk >ng h-msH-If why h>- h>-d c>m=-, d>-spl»->-s>d w-th
h?-r H-nd w-th h-ms>-If, c-nfH>-und>-d by th»- pra-nt H-f th»- S»-cr-d
H-2-rt H-b>-v> th) untnH>ntdd s»+d>b>»>rd. HI> s»+w hd-r
»-ppro->-ch h>m »-n - lull H-f th>- -1k »-nd b>-g h>m t)- s)-ng H-n>- Hf
h-s cur)>>-us sngs. Th>-n h)>- s»Fw h>ms>If sH-ttrng H-t th)- »H-Id
p>>n-, str>-k+ng chIrds sHftly frr-m H-ts sp-ckl?-d kI>ys 2-nd
s?-ng>-ng, »-m>-d th- t>-1k wh>-ch h>-d r)-s>-n >-g>->-n »-n th>- r->rm,
t) ho-r wh)- [9-2-n"-d b)-s)-d>- th)- mI>-nt>-IpH>->-cH- - d>-H-nty s9ng
>f th- HI>z2)-b>-th>-ns, > s>+d Hnd swH>-t ID-th t> dIFpH-rt, th)-
va-ctd-ry cha-nt H-f H-g-ncH-urt, th»- h-ppy »>r Hf Gr->-nslH->-v>-s.
Wh>-12- h)- s-ng -nd sh?- I-st>n>-d, H-r fH>gn>-d t>- I9-stn, h)-s
h-2-rt w2-s -t r)-st but wh>>-n th- qu=->-nt H-Id s»-ngs h>-d »>-nd>-d »-nd
h- h"-)-rd D-g>->n th)- vI>-c)s Fn th) rF>+m h)> r>Fm>+mb>-r)-d
h>-s »~wn s»-rc)>-sm: th>- h>-us? wh>-r)- y?>-ung m=--n H-r) c)-11"-d by
th>>>-r chr)-st--n n>m»-s - [)-ttlH- t9->- sH>-n.

-t C-rt=--n -nst-nts hd-r Hy>-s sH->+m=-d »-b>-ut t- trust h-»-m but
h?- h-d w>>-t>+-d H>n v>>+n. Sh)- p>ssHd n»rw d)-ncHng ID-ghtly



H-cr¥-ss h-s m>»m>-ry H-s sh)}- h-d b)--n th)-t n)-ght H-t th- cH>-rn)-v>-I|
b1, h2-r wha-t)- dr-ss - [2-tt1)- 19-ft--d, »>- wh>-t- spro-y n=-dd=-ng »-n
h-r h2-2-r. Sh"- d»-nc)-d I)-ghtly H-n th”- r)-und. Sh»- w>-s d?>-nc?-ng
t>wHrds h>m »-nd, s sh> crm=-, h>r Hy>»s wHrrF » -t
v-rt-d H-nd - F>-nt gl-w w-s H-n ha-r ch->)-k. H-t th- p-us>- H-n
th>>- ch>>=>-n »-f h>»-nds h>-r h>-nd h>-d [2--n =-n h>-s »-n H-nst>-nt, »- sH-ft
m>-rch>-nd>-s»-.

—Y)-u D-r)- )= gr-)-t str-ngH-r nh-w.
—Y s, = ws b)-rn t- b > mH-nk.
— m Hfr-d y>-u > - h-r-t)-c.
—-r- y?-u much H-fr)->-d?

F-r 2-nsw>-r sh)- h"-d d>-nc)-d H>~w»-y fr-m h>-m »-1"-ng th>- ch>->-n
»-f h-nds, d>-ncng [D-ghtly H-nd d>-scr->-tly, go-v>ng h>-rs)-If t)-
n>-n>-. Th>- wh>)-t)- spr-y n>-dd>-d t- h>-r d>-nc?>-ng H>-nd wh»-n sh>)-
wW>-s -n sh)-d>-w th- gl>-w w>-s d>-2-p>-r H-n h>-r ch-)-k.

»= m-nk! HHs Hwn H>m-g> stdrt-d f-rth D= pr>-fFn-r H-f th)-
cl--st-r, = h-r>-t-c Fr-ncH-scr-n, wr-lIm-ng »-nd wH-11"-ng n)-t t-
S>-rva-, sp-nna-ng -k Gha-ro-rd>-n>- d>- B-rg>- S»-n D>-nn>-n>-, »-
[2-th- w-b H-f sph-stry H-nd wh)-sp>-r)-ng H-n h-r H»->-r.

N>-, -t ws n-t h-s H»mI>-g>-. H-t ws Ik th)- »m>-g>- H-f th)-
y"-ung pro->-st >-n wh>-s2- c-mp>-ny h>)- h>~d s9--n h>)-r [9-st, I-)-k>-ng
-t h>-m H-ut H-fd>-v>-’s »-y>-s, ty>-ng w»-th th- p-g>-s H-f h>-r H-r>-sh
phr-s»-b>»--k.

—Y*>s, y-s, th)- -d>-s >r)- c-m=-ng rH-und t9- us. H- cH-n s> -t
Fvrry ddy. Th- [D-dH>->s >+r> wI-th us. Th bd-st h)-Ip)-rs th)-
[">-ngu=-g>- h>)-s.

—>-nd th»- church, F-th=?-r M>-r>-n?

—Th?~ church t32-. C>»m>-ng r-und t>>. Th)» wIrk »s g>ng
F-h>-2-d th-r)- t3-2-. D>n’t frH-t H-b-ut th>- church.

B>-h! h»- h>-d d>-n>- wH-Il - 19-2v)- th)- r>->m H-n d>-sd>->n. H)-
h>-d d>-n>- w1l -t t- s-lut> h>-r H-n th>- st-ps H-f th>- ID-bro-ry. HD)-
h-d d-n- wHIl t9- »>v) ho-r 0 fl-rt wH-th ho-r pr-D-st, t) t)y
w>-th 2~ church wh=-ch w>-s th=- scull?-ry-m»---d »-f chr>)-st>»-nd>-m.

Rud>- brut)-l »-ng>-r r-ut)d th)- I)-st I-ng>-rrng H-nstrnt H-f
»-cst)-sy fr-m h=-s s2-ul. -t br-k>- up v-2-1-ntly ho-r f-r »-m»-g-
»-nd flung th>- fr-gm>-nts H-n Il sH»-d>-s. H-n Hl s)-dI>s d>-st>-rt>-d



r-fl-ct>ns Hf hd»r FmI-g)> strt>-d frr-m h>+s mI»FmHry: th)-
fl-w-r g-rl H-n th- rI-gg-d dr-ss wa-th d>mp cH--rs- h->-r H-nd -
h2-yd>-n’s f-c)- wh>- h--d c)-117-d h>-rs?-If h»-s »-wn g>-rl H-nd b?>-gg>-d
h»-s h"-nds>-1, th"- k)-tch>-n-g>-rl »-n th>> n)-xt h*-usH>+ wh>- s-ng H>-v>-r
th=- cl)-tt-r H-f h-r plo-t-s, w-th tho- dr-wl H-f - cH-untry s?-ng»-r, th)-
f-rst b-rs -f By K:HIAHn2y’s LAks Hnd FHIs, > g2-rl wh?)- h>)-d
[?-ugh=?-d g?->-ly t» s> h»-m stumbl?- wh>-n th>- »-r>-n gr-t>-ng »n
th>- f-)-tp>-th n>--r C>-rk H>-Il h»-d c?-ught th- br-k>-n s~ H-f h>)-s
sh->-, 2= g=-rl h"- h>-d glo-ncH)-d »-t, H-ttr-ct>-d by h>-r sm>-1l r-p>H-
m=-uth, s sh» p2-ss2-d H-ut H-f JD-c)-b’s b)-scur-t f-ct>-ry, wh- h>-d
cry--d t9- h=m H-v>)-r h-r sh-uld-r:

—D» y-u -k wh-t y?-u $--n H-f m>)-, str->-ght h>->-r »-nd curly
»-y-br)-ws?

H-nd y>-t h- £t tho-t, h-w-v-r h>- m>-ght r-v>-1"- H-nd m=-ck h>-r
Fm>-g>-, h-s »-ng>r w-s H-Is) = fFrm H-f h-m>-g>-. H>- h)-d ID-ft
th- cP»ssr->m -n d>-sdH>>-n thH>-t wHs nH>»t whh-lly s»ncHr)-,
f--1"-ng tho-t p-rh-ps th- sH-cra-t H-f hd-r r-c- 19~y b>-h>-nd th)-s)-
d-rk 2-y>-s up>-n wh>-ch h?-r I)-ng I")-sh»-s flung - qu-ck sh>-d>-w. H»-
ha-d t-1d ho-ms>-If ba-tt)-rly »-s h>- w-lk>-d thro-ugh th>- str)--ts th)-t
sh- w»-s »- f)-gur?- - th- wm=>-nh>->-d H-f h)-r c)-untry, H- b-tl-k>-
s-ul w-k-ng t- th>- c)-nscH>>-usn-ss H-f HtsH-If H-n d-rkn?-ss H-nd
s-cry-cy nd IH-nH1¥nd-ss, tHrry+ng FwhH-1)-, 1D-v>-I)-ss Hnd
s-nl-ss, w-th h2-r m>-Id ID-v>-r H-nd I->)-v>ng h>m t>- wh>-spH-r H-f
“-nn=>-cH-nt tr-nsgr-ss>->-ns H-n th)- 1D-tt)-cH-d »-r -1 »- pro--st. H)-s
»ngH-r H-gH->+nst h-r H-und vH-nt >+n cFHrs> r»->ng H-t h-r
p>r>ma-ur, wh-s= nd-m>- H-nd vI->-c> Hnd fH>turd-s »-ff>-nd>-d
h-s b-ffl)-d pr-d>-: > pr>--st>d prsHnt, wH-th > br-th)-r »-
p>-12-c-m>-n H-n Dubl?-n Hnd > bra-th)-r »- pH-th>-y »-n M>-ycullH-n.
T h-m sh>- w>-uld unv>->-1 h>-r s»-ul’s shy n?-k>-dn»-ss, t>- =»-n»- wh»-
w2>-s but sch2--12-d »-n th- d>-sch>-rg=-ng »-f - fFrm>-1 r-t) rH-th>-r
th-n t> h>»m, > pr>>-st Hf th> HtrmH*l FmIgHr-nI-t>Hn,
tr-nsmut-ng th>= d>=>ly br->-d >t HFxprr>>+ncH Hnt> th)
rY-d>--nt b-dy H-f >vH-rl-vI-ng 1))

Th= r-d->-nt »-m»-g=>- H-f th- H-uch>-r>-st un>-t>-d »-g>->n »-n »n
F-nst>nt h-s bI-ttr +nd dIspr>r)ng th)-ughts, th>r cr->-s
H-r3-s-ng unbr)-k=--n »-n >~ hymn H-f th-nksg>-v>-ng.

»-ur br-k-n cr-»-s »-nd m»-urnful ID-ys
RY-s9- »n »n-- »-uch=-r-st¥-c hymn



»+ry yD-u n>-t WH--ry »>-f »-rd>-nt w-ys?

Wh»-1>- s¥-cr-f3-c)-ng h=-nds upr->-s>-
Th)>- ch?-1)-c>- fl-w>-ng t)- th>)- br)-m
T n- m>-r- H-f »-nch>-nt>-d dH-ys.

H>- sp)-k»- th>- v»)-rso-s »-1"-ud fro-m th>- f)-rst I9-n>-s t>-1l th-- mus-c
H-nd rhythm suffus?-d h2-s m=2-nd, turn)-ng -t - qu>--t »-ndulg=-nc>-;
th>-n c-p>--d th>-m p>--nfully t9- -1 th-m th- b-tt)-r by s9->->-ng
th>>-m; th>-n 9~y b)-ck »-n h>-s b>-Ist)-r.

Th>- full m»-rn"-ng 1)-ght h"-d c>m»-. N>~ s2-und w»-s t- b~ h>->-rd;
but h= kn?-w th2-t D=1l H-r>-und h>-m -3 w2-s H-b>-ut t> »w-k>-n H-n
cmm-n NS, h--rs- v--cH-s, sl->-py pra-y>-rs. Shra-nk>-ng
fr)-m th>-t I-F)- h- turn"-d t>-w>-rds th-»- w>-1l, m>-k>-ng »- cH»-wl H-f th--
bIm-nk="-t »-nd st-r)-ng »-t th>- gr>--t >v>-rbl-wn scH-rin-t fl-wH-rs H-f
th=- t>-ttr-r-d wHr-lipH-pH-r. HH>- tr->-d - w-rm h>-s p>-r)-sh>-ng jr-y
H-n th--r scH-rlH-t gi-w, Fm>+g>+n>+ng H- rH-sH+w>-y fr-m wh>-r)- h)-
7~y upw-rds t h>->v>n -1l str-wn w-th scH-rlH-t fl»-wHrs. WH->-ry!
W1yl HY- t-- whs wr-H-ry H-f H-rd>-nt w-ys.

- gr-du”-1 w-rmth, »- [D-ngu-r-us wH->r-n=>-ss p-ss-d H-vI-r h-m
d?-sc-nd>-ng -I7-ng h>-s spH+n>- frr-m hd-s clHsHly c»wi-d h->-d.
H»- -1t »-t d)-sc>-nd H-nd, sH>>>ng h>»msH+If H-s h)- Dy, smI-I>-d.
S2--n h>- w»>-uld sI»--p.

H>- ha-d wra-ttn v)-rs)-s -r hd-r =g )--n Hft-r tn y»--rs. THn
y»rs b-f¥rd sh)- hd-d wHrn h-r shh-wl cHFwiwH-s) H-b>-ut hd-r
h>--d, s*-nd>-ng spra-ys »-f h>-r w>-rm bro->-th J-nt>)- th- n>-ght »-»-r,
t-pp-ng h-r -t up>-n th)- gl-ssy r->-d. H-t w-s th)- I)-st tr)-m; th>)-
[-nk br-wn h2-rs»-s kn?-w 2t H-nd sh>-k th->-r b>-lls t5- th"- clH>>-r
nY-ght »-n H-dm>>+n>-t>->-n. Th> cHnduct>-r t>-1k)-d w>-th th>- dr)-v>-r,
b-th n-dd>-ng H-ft>-n »-n th>- gro->-n ID-ght H-f th>>- I-mp. Th-y st->-d
H-n th- st¥-ps H-f th)- tr>-m, h)- H-n th- upp>-r, sh>- H-n th>- [D-w>-r. Sh)-
c-m- up - ha-s sty»p m-ny t-m>-s b-tw>--n th--r phr)-s»-s »-nd
w-nt d=-wn H-g>->-nH-nd H-ncH Hr twH-c)- rH-m>->+n>-d b>)-s)-d>- h-m
)-rg»-tt-ng t- g d>-wn H-nd th-n w-nt d>-wn. L>-t b)-! Lot b»)-!

Tn y»-2-rs frr-m tho-t w-sd>»m »-f ch)-ldr)-n - h>-s f-lly. H-f h>)-
s-nt h-r th"- v-rs-s? Th-y wa-uld b~ r)->-d »-ut -t br->-kf)-st »-m»-d
th- t>pp>ng H-f H-ggsh>-lls. FH-1ly H-nd>->-d! HH>-r br)-th>-rs w>-uld
I2-ugh »-nd try t>- wr)-st th- p>-g>- fro-m »->-ch »-th>-r w>-th th)>->-r
str-ng h=-rd f-ng»-rs. Th>)- sum-v>> pr)-»-st, h>-r uncl>-, sH>-t>-d »-n h>-s



»-rmch=->-r, w>-uld h>-Id th>- p>-g=- -t »-rm’s [")-ngth, r---d »>-t sm=>-1"-ng
»-nd F-ppra-vH>- H-f thd= I-t>rH-ry fH-rm.

N>-, n)-; tha-t w-s f-lly. »-vn H>-f ho- s»nt ho-r th)> vI-rsH-s sh)-
w-uld -t sh-w th-m t- »-th"-rs. N>, n~; sh~ c)-uld n»-t.

H»>- b>-g>-n t>- -1 th-t h)>- h-d wr-ng>-d h>-r. - s»ns» H-f h)-r
H-nn>-cH-ncH>+ mI-vH-d h-m HIm)-st t9- p-ty h-r, >-n H-nn)-cH>+nc)- h>)-
h>-d n>-v>>-r und>-rst>->-d t>-1l h)- h)-d c)>-m>- - th- kn)>-wi»-dg>- I-f
»-t thr)-ugh s+n, -n >»nnH>-cHnc) whh-ch shd)» t> h>+d n)-t
und>-rst>>-d wh>-1>- sh w>-s H-nn>-cH>nt Hr b>f>-r)> th)- strr-ng>-
hum==12-2-t)--n - h-r n)-tur>- h--d f>-rst c>m>- up>-n h>>-r. Th>-n FI-rst
h2-r s9-ul h"-d b~gun t9- [9-v> D-s h)-s s9-ul h’-d wh>-n h>- h>-d f)-rst
s-nn-d, H-nd = tFndH>r crmpr-ssF>+n P-lD-d h)-s h)-)-rt »-s h)-
rrm>-mb>-r)-d h>-r fry>-1 p>l1>-r »>nd h+r Hy>s, humbl>-d »-nd
s9-dd=>-n»-d by th?~ d-rk sh»-m»- -f w>-m>>-nh>->-d.

Wh»-1"- h>-s s9-ul h>-d p>-ss?-d fr-m »-cstd-sy t>- ID-ngu-r wh-r)-
ha-d sh?- b>>-n? M=>-ght »t b, »n th> myst>r»>us wrys >-f
sp-r)-tud-1 19-)-, th-t h-r s)-ul -t th>-s9- s9»-m=- m>»-m>-nts h--d b>->-n
c-nsc--us H-f h)-s h-m=-g>-? H-t m>-ght b>)-.

> glr-w -f dIs-r>- k-ndl-d 2-g>->n h>-s s»-ul »-nd f-r)-d »-nd
fulf>-11"-d Il h>-s b)-dy. CHnscHus H»f hd)s dFsHr) sh>+ whs
w-k2-ng fr-m H-d-r)-us sl->-p, th)- t>mptrI-ss H-f h>-s vI-l1>-n>-11")-.
H>-r »-y»-s, d2-rk »-nd w>-th »- 9=k »-f [D-ngu=-r, wH-r>- »-p>-n>-ng t>-
h-s 2y>-s. H>»r n)-k)-dn>-ss y>->ld>-d t- h>»m, r-d>>nt, wHrm,
H-d>-r)-us »nd 1-v-sh-I-mb>-d, H»-nf>-ld>-d h>+m [H-k>- - sh’-n>-ng
cl?-ud, H-nf>-1d>-d h-m -k w>-t)-r w-th - I)-qu-d [H-)-; »-nd -k
2 cl-ud -f v-p-ur H-r -k wH-t-rs cd-rcumflu-nt »-n sp>-c)- th)-
[D-qu-d [D-tt)-rs H-f sp->-ch, symb-Is H-f th- »-I>m=-nt H-f myst)-ry,
fl-w=-d f-rth H-v>>-r h>-s br-»-n.

»+ry yD-u n>-t W1y »>-f »-rd>-nt wW-ys,
Lur)- »>-f th>)- f-119-n $-r)-ph?>-m?
T n-- m=-r)- »f ~-nch>-nt>-d d-ys.
Y-ur >y>-s ha-v»)- st m--n’s ho»--rt bz~
“-nd y>-u ha-v)- h--d y>-ur w-lI »f h>-m.
»*ry y2-u n>-t WH-H-ry »>-f »-rd>-nt w-ys?

»b-v)- th- fl-m»- th)- smy-k)- »-f pry--s)-
G5 up fr-m »-cn r-m t)- r-m.
T n-- m=-r)- »-f ~-nch>-nt>-d dm-ys.



»-ur br-k>-n cry->s »-nd m=-urnful [)-ys

RY-s9- »n »n-)- »-uch?-r -st-c hymn.
»+ry y?-u n>-t WH--ry »>-f »-rd>-nt w-ys?
Wh»-1-)- s-cry-fa-c-ng h-nds upro---s>-
Th»)- ch?-1")-c»)- fl?-w>-ng ) th>)- br-m.
T n-- m=-r)- »-f ~-nch>-nt>-d d>-ys.
»-nd st>-1l y>-u h=-1d »-ur I?-ng"-ng gz
W»-th I?-ngu-rd-us -k »-nd IP-v)-sh I"»-mb!
»+r)- yD)-u n>-t WH--ry »>-f »-rd>-nt wW-ys?

T n- m»-r)- H-f H-nch-nt>-d d)-ys.

Wh»-t b-rds wa-r)- th2-y? H>- st)->-d »-n th>)- st)-ps »-f th>)- [D-br-ry t)-
-k 2t th-m, >>n>+ng wr>r>-ly -n h>-s »-shpl>-nt. Thh-y fl-w
ry-und »-nd r)-und th»- jutt)-ng sh>-uld>-r H-f > h>-us>- »-n M>-I"-sw»-rth
Stry-2-t. Th>)= »-)-r - th>- -t M>>-rch H-v>n>-ng m>-d>- cl>--r th»->-r
fl-ght, th-2-r d)-rk d>-rt>-ng qu>-v>-r>+-ng b>-d>->-s fly>>ng cl>-»>-rly
-g>--nst th)- sky 2-s H-g>--nst H- I7-mp-hung cl?H-th H-f sm-ky t-nu-us
blu»-.

H»- w»-tch>-d th>)->-r fl)-ght; b-rd H-ft>-r b-rd: - d>-rk fl-sh, »-
sw-rv)-, = fluttdr - w-ngs. H>- tr)--d t)- c-unt th»m bH>-fHr)- -l
th--r d)-rt-ng qu-v>-r)-ng br-d>->-s prssrd: sHx, tn, HFvIi-n:
»-nd w-nd>-r>-d wH-r)- th>-y H-dd H-r >v>n H>n numb>r. TwH-Iv)-,
th=-rt>--n: f-r tw>- c>-m=>- wh->-1"-ng d>-wn fr-m th>- upp-r sky. Th-y
w-r)- fly">-ng h>-gh »-nd 1"»-w but »-v>-r r)-und =-nd r)-und »-n str->-ght
»-nd curv-ng [D-n>-s »H-nd H-v>-r fly>-ng fr-m ID-ft t)- r)-ght, cH-rcl-ng
»-b-ut >~ t>mplH- > H»->-r.

H>- [9-st)-n"-d t)- th>- cr)->-s: 9=k~ th)- squ>->-k H>-f m>-c>- b>-h>-nd
th- w--nscH-t: - shr-Il twH-f>-1d n)-t)-. But th>- n)-t>-s wH-r)- I9-ng
H-nd shr-ll »-nd wh>-rr-ng, unl>-k>- th- cry H>-f v »rmH-n, f>-11)-ng >
th=-rd J-r - f-urth H-nd tr-11)-d »-s th~ fly?»-ng b>->-ks cl-v>- th>- »--r.
Th»2-r cry w-s shr-ll »-nd cl>-r H>-nd >n> »-nd -1I-ng [H-k>-
thr)--ds - s2-1k>-n 1»)-ght unw=-und fr-m wh>-rr-ng sp>--Is.

Th- >-nhum>>-n cl>m>-ur s>>+th-d hds H»>+rs »n whIch h)s
ma-th)-r’s s-bs H-nd r>pr)->-chs murmurd-d »-ns)-st)-ntly »-nd th)-
d-rk fr-)-1 qud-v-r-ng bd-d>>s wh>I">-ng »-nd flutt>r)-ng H-nd



sw»-rv>-ng r-und H-n H--ry t-mpl)- H-f th)- t)-nu>-us sky s>->-th=-d h>-s
D-y>-s wh-ch st-1l 3w th)- »-m=-g>- H-f h-s mI-th)-r’s fH-c)-.

Why w2-s h)- g¥>z>-ng upwH-rds fr-m th)- st»ps -f th)- p»-rch,
h=2-r>-ng th>->-r shra-Il tw-f-Id cry, w-tch--ng th--r fI-ght? F-r H-n
“-ugury H-f go--d -1 »-v>-1? - phro-s2- H-f CHrn>-12-us H-gro-pp>- flH-w
thr-ugh h2>-s m-nd -nd th-n th>-r) fl>-w h>-th>-r H-nd th)-th)-r
sh2-p>-1-ss th-ughts fr-m Sw>-d>-nb=-rg H-n th)- cH-rr-sp-nd>-nc)- H-f
b-rds t9- th"-ngs - th"- H-nt>11"-ct H-nd H-f h>-w th>- cr)--tur)-s H-f th>)-
o h-v)- th--r kn-wl-dg>- >-nd kn>w th>->-r t>m->s »>-nd
$9-)-s)-ns b-cH-us?- th-y, unl>-k>+ m>-n, H-r)- H-n th Hrd>-r Hf th)>->)-r
[~ -nd h2-v>- nH-t pr-rvH-rt)-d th)-t H-rd>-r by rH»->-s9-n.

H-nd f>r H-g>-s m>n h)-d g?-z>-d upwIrd s h>» wIs g>-z>ng H+t
ba-rds »-n fl>-ght. Th- c>-1-nn>-d>- H-b>-v> h>>m m>-d>- h>»m th>-nk
v-gu-ly H-f -n H-ncH--nt t>mpl)- H-nd th- »-shpl>-nt H-n wh>-ch h>)-
[D--n>-d w->rH-ly H-f th)- curv-d st)-ck H-f »-n »-ugur. > sH+nsH »-f
f-2-r H-f th>- unkn~wn m>-v>)-d »-n th>- h-)-rt H>-f h)-s w»>-r>n>-ss, »-
f2r > symb>-Is >nd p>-rt-nts, Hf th)- h>+wkl>k> m>n wh>)-s)-
n>Fm> h> b»r) s»FHrIng Hut Hf hd)s cHFpthviIty H>+n HFs»F)r-
w-v-n w-ngs, H-f Thd-th, th)- g>+d Hf wrd-t)-rs, wr-t)>-ng w>-th -
r->-d up=-n - t>-blH-t »-nd b>->-r>-ng H-n h>-s nH-rr)-w H-b>-s h--»-d th>)-
cusp>-d m=>->-n.

H»- sm2-1"-d J-s h)- th-ught H-f th- g-d’s >m>g>- F)r Ht m>-d>)-
h-m th>-nk H-f - bH-ttl)--n>-s>-d judg?>- H-n » w>-g, putt)-ng cHmm»-s
H-nt)- - d)-cum>nt wha-ch h- h>-Id »-t H-rm’s [-ngth, »-nd h)- kn)-w
th>-t h"~ w>-uld n2-t h"-v>~ r)-m=>-mb»-r>-d th>- g»-d’s n">-m~- but th)-t H-t
WS -k -n H-r-sh H-)-th. H-t wo-s P-lly. But w-s »-t f-r tho)-s -lly
th>-t h- w>-s H-b)-ut t9- I--v>- £-r H-v-r th)- h-us?- H-f prd-y>-r »-nd
prud=-nc>- »-nt>»- wh>-ch h>- h>-d b>>-n b>-rn »-nd th>- H-rd>-r H-f -~
»-ut H-f wh-ch h”- h»)-d c-m»-?

Th-y cm»- b-ck w-th shra-11 cra-»-s H-v>)-r th>- jutt)>-ng sh>-uld=-r H-f
tho- h2-us?-, fly?-ng d>-rkly »-g2->-nst th- f>-d>-ng H>>-r. Wh>-t b-rds
w-r)- th-y? H»- th)-ught th--t th>-y must b~ sw-11"-ws wh- h>-d c>-m*)-
b-ck fr-m th)- s?-uth. Th-n h?= w-s t3 g FwHy f-r tha-y wH-r)-
b-rds »-v>-r g-"-ng »-nd c>m>>-ng, bud-ldH>ng H-vIr »H-n unlH-st¥-ng
h-m>- und>-r th- »->-v>-s H-f m>-n’s h-us»s Hnd HvI-r I-)-v>-ng th)-
h=-m»-s th>-y h>~d bu>-It t>- w>-nd>-r.

B»-nd d>-wn yD-ur f-c)-s, »Fn)- »-nd -l
»- gz up=-n th-m »s th>)- swH-119-w g-z7>-s



Up>n th)- n=-st und»-r th)- v b))
H=- w2=nd>-r th)- [9-ud wH-t)-rs.

» st 1D-qu-d -y k)= th)- nd->s)» Hf m*+ny wHtd-rs fl-wH-d
V- s ma»-ma-ry H-nd h- It H-n h-s h-D-rt th- sH-ft p-)-c)- H-f
sH-1-nt sp-cH-s Hf dH>-ng t>nurd-us sky H-b»vI> th> wHtHrs, Hf
»-C>-n-c sH-1-ncH-, H-f swH-l19-ws fly"-ng thr)-ugh th- sH-)-dusk F-v>-r
th=)- fI-w»-ng w-t)-rs.

2= s-ft I-qu-d jo-y fI-w»-d thr)-ugh th"- w»-rds wh>-r>- th- s9-ft I-ng
v »-w-1s hurtl-d n2--s2-12-ssly H-nd 11 >-w>-y, I-pp>ng -nd fl-w>-ng
b)-ck »-nd »-v-r sh-k>-ng th>- wh>-t)- b)-1Is H-f th>-r w-v>-s H-n mut>)-
ch»=m»~ -nd mut>- p>->-I, >-nd s-ft »w swH-n>-ng cry; »-nd h>- -1t
th=-t th>)- »-ugury h>- h»-d s9-ught »-n th»- wh>->~1"-ng d>-rt>-ng b>-rds »-nd
H-n th- pH-12- spP-cH- H-f sky >b>-v) h»-m h>-d cH»m>- fH-rth fr-m h)-s
ha=2-rt 9=k = b-rd fr-m - turr)-t, qu->-tly »-nd sw»-ftly.

Symb>-1 H-f d»-pH-rturd- H-r Hf ID-n)-1>-n>-ss? Th>- v)-rsHs cry->-n>-d
H-n th= »r H>f hrs m>F-mHIry cFmpHrsHd siH»wly bH>-f>-r) hd-s
r-m>-mb=-r)-ng »-y>-s th>- sc-n>- H-f th>- h>-ll »-n th>- n)-ght H-f th)-
»prnng > th) nrtF-n)-l thr->+tr)-. H)»» wr-s H-1»n) Dt th)-
s-d>- H-f th>- b-Ic-ny, I-k>-ng F-ut H-f jH-d>-d Fy»-s »-t th)- cultur)-
»-f Dubl?-n H-n th~ st-lls »-nd -t th>- t>-wdry sc>-n>-cl»-ths »-nd hum=-n
d>lls fr-m>-d by th) g>rdsh [Dmps H-f th)> st)»g). > burly
p>-P»crmHn swHr>t>d b»h>+-nd h>+m Hnd s»+»FmI>d >+t FvIry
m>-m>-nt H-b>-ut t) H-ct. Th» cH-tcH-lIs »-nd h)-ssH+s H-nd m»-ck>-ng
cr)---s r-n »-n rud-- gusts r-und th>>- h>-Il fr3-m h>-s scH-tt>-rH-d 11w
stud=-nts.

— I)-b-1 H-n FrH-1"-nd!

—M»>-d>- Fn GHFrm>-ny.
—BI)-sph>-my!

—W- n)-v)-r s-1d H-ur f)->-th!

—N>= -r)-sh wr-m>-n H»-vI)-r d>-d H-t!
—W>= w-nt N Fm>-t>-ur H-th>->-sts.
—W»- w>-nt n»- budd=-ng buddh»)-sts.

»- sudd>-n swH-ft h=-ss -l fr-m th>>- w>-nd>-ws »-b>-v>- h->-m »-nd h>-
kn?-w tho-t th- -19)-ctr)-c I-mps h>-d b>->n swH-tch>-d H>n H-n th)-
r»-d)-r’'s r-)Fm. H)- turn)-d H-nt)- th>- pHlID-r-d h)-1l, nH-w c)-Imly
[9-t, w-nt up th>- st>--rc)-s7- »-nd p-ss-d »-n thra-ugh th>- cl?-ck>-ng
turnst-1>-.



Cro-nly w»-s s-tth-ng -v-r n)=-r th- dI)-ctr>n>+rH>>-s. > tho-ck
b=k, »p>n>-d -t th)- fr-nt>-sp->-cH-, Dy b>f>-r> h-m »-n th)-
w=-d>-n r¥-st. HH»= P»=-n>-d bd-ck H-n h?-s ch->-r, »-ncl>-n>-ng h>-s
1 1-k)- tha-t - = cFnfrss-r t9- th)- fH-c - th- mH>-dI-cH-I
stud?-nt wh>- w>~s r=->-d>-ng t-- h>-m »- pr-bl»~m fr)-m th)- ch=-ss p»-g»-
-t - j-urn-1. St¥-ph-n st d>-wn Dt h>-s rH-ght H-nd th>- pr)-)-st -t
th- H-th>-r s»+d> »-f th)- t>bl>- cls>+d hd)s cHrpy HfTh»p-
T bl -t w-th »-n »-ngry sn=>-p »-nd st>->-d up.

Cr-nly g2-z2-d -ft3-r h>=m bl)-ndly »-nd v-gu-ly. Th> m>-d>-cH-I
stud2-nt w>-nt »-n H-n F sF+ft)r vI-)-c)-:

—P»~wn t9- k-ng’s f-urth.

—W>- ho-d b-ttd-r g2, D>-x>-n, s--d St>-ph>-n »-n wHrn>-ng. H)-
h=-s g=-n>- t- c>mpl>->-n.

D»-x-n f-1d"-d th>- j>-urn>-1 »-nd r)-s> w»-th d>-gn>-ty, s»-y>-ng:

—=ur m>-n r-t>r-d H-n g>->-d H-rd>-r.

—W»-th guns -nd caH-ttl>-, H-dd>-d St>-ph>-n, pH>>nt>ng t>- th)-
t-t»-p-g- H-f Cra-nly’s b=~k -n wh-ch wH-s pra-nt)-d D s -5 -5
P thp- 2.

s th)-y p-ss2-d thra-ugh »- [9-n>- H-f th>- t)-bl-s St-ph>-n s)->-d:

—Cr)-nly, 7~ w2-nt t9- sp7->-k t- y»-u.

Cr-nly d?-d n?-t H-nswa-r »-r turn. H>= [9-9-d h?>s b>>k »-n th)
c-unt)-r H-nd p-sso-d H-ut, ho-s wH-ll-sh=-d -t sH-und>-ng fl-tly »-n
th>- fI->-r. »-n th>- st>-)-rc)-s> h- pr-us-d »-nd g»-z)-ng »H-bsH>+ntly -t
D-x-n r)-pH->-t>-d:

—P»>~wn t9- k?-ng’s bl?-2-dy f>-urth.

—Put -t th-t w-y -f y-u -k, D>»-x>-n so->-d.

H>- h)-d - qu--t t-n>-1-ss v>)-»-c>- »-nd urb>-n>- m>-nn>-rs H-nd »H-n
»- B»ng>-r H-f h-s plump cl»->-n h>-nd h>- d>-spl>-y>-d -t m>»m>-nts »-
s-gn=-t rH-ng.

F-s thy cr-ssd-d th)- h-ll > mHd»n Hf dwH-rf)-sh stH-turd> cH+m»)-
t>w>-rds th--m. Und>-r th>- d>-m>- >-f h)-s t>ny h>-t h>-s unsh-v>-n
fc> b>-gH>-n ) smI>1)» wH-th pl-)-surd) H-nd h)» wHs h)»>)rd t)-
murmur. Th2- 2=y>-s w-r)- m>-1)-nch)-ly »-s th-s>- H-f ) mH>»-nk)-y.

—G>>d v nHrng, gnth>mHIn, s»+Hd th) stubblF>-grI-wn
m=>-nk>-y>-sh f-c»-.



—W-rm w-H-th-r fr M>-rch, s»>-d Crdnly. Thy h)v) th)-
W-nd="-wWs D-p-n upst--rs.

D-x»n sm>I>-d H-nd turn)-d h-s rH+-ng. Th)- bl)-ck>sh, m»+nkI-y-
puck>-r-d f-c- purs?-d »-ts hum»>-n m=-uth w»-th g=-ntl»- pl=»->-sur>- »-nd
-t v:-2-c)- purr)-d:

—D»-19)-ghtful w--th-r f-r M-rch. SH»-mply d>-19-ghtful.

—Th>r>» Hr- tw> n>-c> y)-ung [D-d>>-s upst>»-rs, cHptH>>n,
t-r-d -f w--t>ng, D>-x>n s->-d.

Cro-nly sm>-12-d »-nd s2---d k>-ndly:

—Th»= c-pt>-n h-s H-nly H-n>- [9-v-: -1 WH-ItH-r ScH-tt. »-sn’t th)-t
Y-, c-pt>->-n?

—Wh»-t r)- y>-u r->-d>-ng n>+w, c>pt>+>-n? DI>Fx>+n Hsk)-d. Th»-
Br-d - - LAHmm Arm3--r?

—= I-v)- H-1d ScH-tt, th- fI-x»-bID- I9-ps sH-)-d, »- th-nk h>»- wrH-t)-s
s>m>-th>-ng 1D-v)-ly. Th-r- H-s n)- wr-t)-r c>-n t9-uch sH+r WH-lt)-r
ScH-tt.

H>- m=-v>-d - th>-n shrunk>-n bra-wn h>-nd g>-ntly »-n th>- >>-r »-n
tm>- t9- h-s pra--s -nd h>-s th-n qud-ck Fy>-I12-ds bt H-ft)-n
V-1 h-s sH-d H-y»)-s.

SH-dd>-r t9- St>-ph>-n’s »-r w-s h>-s sp>--ch: H- g-nt>>-1 H-ccH-nt,
[P-w >nd mI>)-st, mI>rr-d by Hrrd-rs, H-nd, ID-st>n)ng t> Ht, h)-
w-nd>-r-d w-s th=- st)-ry tru- H-nd w>-s th>)- th>-n bl»->-d th>-t fI-w»-d
»-n h>)-s shrunk>-n fr-m>- n)-bl>- H-nd cFm>- H-f »-n H-ncH-stu-us I)-v>-?

Th>= p-rk tro--s w-r- ho->-vy w-th r->-n; »-nd r->-n -1l st>-11 »-nd
V-1 -n tho- k-, ly"-ng gr-y -k - sho--1d. - g=»-m»- H-f swHns
fl-w th-r)- 2-nd th w-t>-r H-nd th>- sh-r>- b>-n>->-th wH-r)- f)-ul>-d
w-th  th)--r gr>->nwh)-t>  sl>-m>-. Thry >Fmbrr-cHd sHftly,
Fmp>-11)-d by th>- gr)-y r->ny )-ght, th)» wI-t sH-I)-nt tr)>-s, th)-
sh->-1dI-k> w-tn>-ss-ng [>-k>-, th>- swons. Th)y >mbro-c>-d
w-th=-ut -y -r p-ss--n, h-s »-rm H-b>-ut h)-s sHst>r’s n)-ck. >
gror-y wa--11-n cl--k w-s wra-pp-d H-thw>-rt h-r fr-m ha-r sho-uld>-r
t)= ho-r w--st H-nd h>-r f-2-r h->-d w-s b>-nt H-n w-II>-ng sh>m»-.
H>- ha-d D-9-s9 r)-dbr>wn h=>-r -nd t>nd>-r sh-p>-ly str)-ng
fr)-ckl”-d h>-nds. F-c-? Tha-r)- w>-s n)- )¢ s>-n. Th>- br-th>-r’s
f-c> w-s bnt up>n h-r ->+r r>n-fra-gr-nt h->-r. Th>- h>-nd
fr)-ckl»-d =-nd str-ng -nd sh>-p>-ly »-nd cH>r)-ss»ng w>s D>-v>-n’s
h=-nd.



H>- fro-wn»>-d 2-ngr-ly up=-n h»-s th»-ught »-nd »-n th> shr)-v>-11"-d
ma-nn>-k>n wh>- h-d cH-112-d -t f)-rth. H)-s f-th>-r’s g»-b>-s »-t th)-
B-ntry g-ng ID-"-p>-d D-ut H-f h)-s m>»m>>ry. H>- h>-ld th>m -t >
d-st»nc>- H»-nd br)--d>-d un)->-s>ly »-n h>)-s Hwn th>-ught »-g>->-n.
Why w2-r)- th"-y n?-t Cro-nly’s h-nds? H>-d D>-v>-n’s s®»-mpl>-c»-ty »-nd
“-nn>-c-nc- stung h--m m>-r- s-cri-tly?

H>= wa-1k2-d H-n -cro-ss th)- h -1l wH-th D>-x-n, I->-v>ng Cro-nly t)-
K- [V - 1-b-r)-t-ly H-f th)- dwH-rf.

und>-r th- c-1"-nn>-d>- T>-mpl>- w>-s st>nd=>-ng »-n th m»-dst H-f »-
[2-tt1- gra-up H-f stud-nts. H-n>- H-f th>m crH->-d:

—D»-x»n, cFm- HvH-r t-1l yH-u h>--r. T>mpl>- s »-n gr-nd fH-rm.
T-mpl)- turn’-d »-n h-m h>-s d>-rk g-psy »-y>-s.

—Y)-u'r) - hypr-crd-t)-, 2K, h- s9->-d. H-nd DH>-x>-n s »-
sm>=12-r. By ho-1l, - tho-nk tho-t’s - g2-)-d [D-t>-r)-ry H-xpr-ssH-»-n.

H>- 12-ugh»-d sI»-ly, I-2-k>-ng »-n St>-ph>-n’s f>-c)-, r-p->-t>-ng:
—By h-Il, »-"m d)-19-ght-d w-th th)-t n>-m»-. H- sm>+I)-r.
P~ st-ut stud>-nt wh>- st--d b>-I12-w th»-m »-n th>)- st)-ps s»+»-d:

—C»m> br-ck t th) mo-strr-ss, Trmpld-. W wHnt - h>)r
»-b»-ut th)-t.

—H»- h>-d, f>-th, T>mpl>- s->-d. »-nd h>- wH-s - m>-rr>->-d m>-n
t--. Hnd Il th) pr--sts usH-d t>- b d>-n-ng th)-r)-. By h)-Il, »-
th-nk th>)-y »-Il h"-d =~ t9-uch.

—W=- sh-1l c)-Il H-t r-d-ng - ho-ck t)- sp)-r)- th- hunt-r, sH»->-d
D»-x-n.

—T-1l us, TFmpl-, >’ K-t s9--d, h-w m=-ny qu-rts H-f pH-rt)-r
h2-v>)- y»-u »-n y»-u?

— 1 y2-ur H>-nt>11-ctud-l sH-ul H-s H-n tho-t phr-sH-, »F K-,
s9--d T>+mpl>- w-th H-p>-n sc)-rn.

H>- m>-v>)>-d w»-th »- sh>>mbl>-ng g»->-t r)-und th- gr>-up H-nd sp>-k>-
t)- St-ph>-n.

—D»-d y»-u kn"-w th>-t th>~ F-rst)-rs »-r)- th»- k-ngs »-f B>-Ig»-um?
h>)- »-sk>-d.

Cr-nly c-m»- »-ut thr-ugh th>>- d>--r »-f th -ntr)-nc- h--11, h-s h-)-t
thrust b2-ck 2-n th- n»-p>- Hf h>-s n-ck H-nd p>-ck>-ng h-s t->-th w»-th
).



—-nd h-r)-’s th»- wH-s-cro-, so->-d T+mpl>-. D>~ y>-u kn=-w th>-t
“»-b>-ut th- F-rst)-rs?

H>- p2-us>-d f-r »-n >nsw>H-r. Cr-nly d>-sl»-dg>-d H- f>-gs>->-d fr>m
h-s t--th J-n th~ p>->-nt H-f h>)-s rud>- t>->-thp-ck »-nd g>-z>-d -t -t
“»-nt)-ntly.

—Th>= Frsty>r F-ma-ly, TH>mpl>- s»+>-d, »s d>scH+ndH>d fr-m
Ba>-ldw»>-n th»- F>-rst, k-ng >f FI)-nd>-rs. H> w>s cHllH-d th)-
F-r-st-r. F-r>strr »nd FH-rstr Hr) th)- sr-m> nrmd)-. -
d>-sc-nd>-nt > B-ldw>-n th>- FI-rst, cH-pt>>n Fr-ncH-s F-rsth-r,
s¥tthd »n Hr>1H-nd Hnd mHIrr>H-d th- dI-ughtdr H-f th)- ID)-st
ch="-ft>-2-n H-f CI>-nbr)-ss-1. Th)-n tha-r)- H-r)- th>- BI-k> FH-rst)-rs.
Tha-t’s - d»-ff>-r)-nt br)-nch.

—Fr>-m Ba-ldh-2-d, kI¥-ng »-f Fl-nd>rs, Crynly rpr-t)-d,
r-)-t>»ng >+g>>n dH>-1>-b>r-t>-ly H-t h)-s gl?->m=>ng uncHv>-r)-d
t--th.

—Wh»>-r- d?-d y?-u p-ck up 21l th-t h)-stH-ry? H-"K»--ff>- J-sk>-d.

— kn-w -1l th- h-std-ry H-f y>-ur FFm>-ly, t--, THmpl>- sH->-d,
turn’-ng t>- St)-ph>-n. D> y>-u kn)»w wh-t GH>-r)-ldus C»>mbrH-ns>-s
s9-ys F-b>-ut y>-ur FFm>>-ly?

—>s h>» d¥»sc»ndH»-d frr-m BldwH»n t>>? Hsk-d »> t)ll
c-nsumpt-v>>- stud>-nt w-th d>-rk H-y»-s.

—B>-1dh"-2-d, Cr-nly r-p>-2-t-d, suck-ng -t »- cr-v>-c>- »-n h)-s
t)->-th.

—P A A s A pArvHust}- fAmAHR2- THmplby»- s--d -
St)-ph»-n.

Th»- st-ut stud-nt wh>- st>--d b>-1")-w th>m -n th)- stps fH-rt>-d
bra=-"-fly. D)=x-n turn>-d t>-w>-rds h>>-m, s2-y>-ng »-n »- sH-ft v )-)-c»-:

—D»-d ?-n H>ng -l sp->-k?

Cr-nly turn=-d H~Is?- »-nd s--d v-h>m»-ntly but w-th>-ut H-ng>-r:

—G-gg-ns, y-u’r)- th- fl-m-ng)-st dH-rty d>-v>-1 D= HFvHr mH-t, d)-
y-u kn>-w.

— h=d -t >=n my m>-nd t9- s>y th-t, GIgg>-ns H-nswH-r>-d fH-rmly.
-t d>-d N> »-n>- Hny h>-rm, d>-d »H-t?

—W»>- ha-p-, D»x>-n s¥>-d sud-vI-ly, thd-t H-t wd-s n)-t H-f th>- k-nd
kn=-wn t2- sc-nc>- s - p-Aul - p-A-st futurum.



—D»-dn’t = 1l y-u h= w-s 2= sm>12-r? s»>-d TH>+mpl>-, turn>-ng
ry-ght H-nd [9-ft. D»-dn’t - g>-v>>- h>-m th>)-t n-m»-?

—Y-u dd-d. WH-"r)- n-t d»--f, s9--d th- t>-Il cH-nsumpt>-v>-.

Cra-nly st2-Il fr-wn»-d »-t th>)- st?-ut stud-nt b>-1>-w h>»-m. Th-n, w>-th
- sn-rt H-f d2-sgust, h"- sh-v>-d h-m v>->-19-ntly d-wn th- st-ps.

—G» >rwHry frr-m hrr>-, h)- s»Fd rudd>-ly. G H»wIy, y>u
st-nkp>-t. -nd y?-u H-r?- - st+nkp>H-t.

G»-gg»-ns sk-pp>-d d>-wn »-n t9- th>- grH-v>-1 >-nd H-t H-nc- rH-turn--d
t9- h)-s pl»-c> w»-th g2-2-d hum»-ur. T»-mpl>- turn"-d b-ck t St2-ph>-n
“»-nd »-sk>-d:

—D»- y-u b-1-v> H-n th- [D-w H-f h)-r)-d>)-ty?

—r) y>-u drunk 2-r wha-t »-r- y>-u -r wh>-t D-r)- y»-u try»-ng t>-
s-y? »-sk-d Cro-nly, f-c»-ng ra-und »-n h--m w>-th »-n H>xpr-ss»»-n H+f
w-ndH-r.

—Th>= m»-st pr-f-und sH>-nt>-ncH H-v>-r wr-tt)-n, T>mpl>- s»+>-d
w-th »-nthus?-»>-sm, »-s th- s-nt>nc)- »H-t th)- H-nd H-f th>- 2)->-1")-gy.
R>-pra-duct?->-n »-s th>- b>-g>nn>-ng H-f d)-»-th.

H»- t-uch»-d St)-ph>-n t>-m»-dly »-t th>- H-1b>-w H-nd s>>-d »->-g>H-rly:

—D» y?-u 1 h-w pr-fH-und tho-t D-s b)-cHusP> y>u H>r> »
p--t?

Cro-nly p»-2-nt>-d h-s [9-ng f>-r>-f>-ng>H-r.

—L2--k -t h-m! h)- s9--d w-th sc)-rn t9- th H-th)-rs. L)k -t
»-r)-17-nd’s h»-p»-!

Th>-y I?9-ugh»-d Dt h"~s w>-rds »-nd g»-stur>-. T»-mpl>- turn-d »-n h>>»m
br-v)-ly, s-y>-ng:

—Cr-nly, y2-u'r)>= >-lw>-ys sn>->-r)-ng »-t m>-. »- c>-n s>~ th)-t. But
2= -m =S g>-d -s y>-u H-ny d)-y. D> y>-u kn-w wh-t »- th-nk H-b»-ut
y>-U n)-w -s crmp=-r-d wh-th mys>-If?

—My d?=-r m-n, s9-d Cra-nly urb»-n>-ly, y?-u H-r>= H-ncH-p»>-bl>-,
d>- y-u kn"-w, D-bs>-lut>-ly H-nc-p=>-bl>- H-f th--nk>-ng.

—But d*- y»-u kn?~w, T>»mpl>)- w>-nt »-n, wh>-t »- th>-nk »-f y>-u »-nd
- mys>-If c>-mp>-ro-d t-gH-th>-r?

—-ut w-th D-t, TH+mpl>-! th- st>-ut stud>-nt cr>->-d fr>-m th-- st-ps.
G-t Dt D-ut -n bH-ts!

T>-mpl- turn’-d r)-ght H-nd I9-ft, m>-k>-ng sudd>-n f>->-bl)- g)-stur)-s
s h- sp)-k)-.



—"m = b-11"-cks, h>- s9--d, sh-k--ng h>>-s h>->-d H-n d>-spH>-r. -
H-m >-nd - knw = H>-m. H-nd F- Fdm>-t >t th>-t H- H>m.

D»-x»-n pH-tt)-d h»-m I)-ghtly »-n th>- sh-uld>-r H-nd s9->-d m»-Idly:
—-nd H-t d>-s y>-u HvI-ry cr-dH-t, TH-mpl)-.

—But h=-, Tmpl- s9-2-d, p>--nt>-ng t>- Cr-nly, h>- »-s »- b>-11")-cks,
)=, k> mI)-. Hnly h)- d)>>sn’t knd-w H-t. H-nd th)-t’s th)- H-nly
d>-ffrH-ncH- H- s>

»- burst H-f ID-ught>-r c-v>-r)-d h>-s w»-rds. But h>- turn>-d »-g>->-n t)-
St>-ph>-n P-nd s9>-d w>-th - sudd>-n H->g>-rn»-ss:

—Th>-t w2-rd »-s > m-st Fnt>r)>-st>+ng wHrd. Thr-t’s th)- »-nly
»-ngl-sh du”-1 numb>-r. D»-d y»-u kn-w?

—)-s H-t? St)-ph-n s9->)-d v-gu-ly.

H>- w2-s w-tch”-ng Cra-nly’s f-rm-f->-tur)-d suff>-r-ng f-c>-, |-t up
n»w by D= sm-1D- H>f P>Is) pHr-t>>+nc). Th>- grrss nr-m=> h>-d
pssHd HvHr -t k> -ul wH-t-r pr-urd>-d HvH-r H-n H-ld stHn»-
»-m»-g>-, pH-t>-nt Hf >njur)->-s; H-nd, »-s h- w-tch-d h->-m, h>- sH-w
h2=m r)->-s h>-s ho-t »-n sH-lut)- H-nd uncH-v>>-r th- blm-ck h>->-r tho-t
st¥--d st-ffly fr-m h>-s f-r)-h>>-d 1)~k H-n H-rH-n crh-wn.

Sh?- p»-ss2-d »-ut fr-m th>= p>-rch H-f th>- [D-br)-ry »-nd b>w>-d
D-cr-ss St-pho-n -n r-ply t3 Cr-nly’s gr->-t>+ng. HH>- H-IsH? W»-s
th>-r>- n>-t D~ sl?-ght flush »-n Cr)-nly’s ch”->-k? »-r h"-d »-t cH>-m>- fH-rth
-t T+mpl>-’s w-rds? Th>- I)-ght h"-d w-n=-d. H?- c?-uld n)-t s7-)-.

D>-d th)-t »-xpl>->-n ha-s fr3--nd’s I)-stl)-ss sF+I-nc)-, h’-s h)-rsh
c-mm»-nts, th- sudd>-n H-ntrus»->+-ns H-f rud>- sp>-ch w-th wh-ch h>)-
h-d  sh)-ttr-d s>  Hft+n  St»phdn’s Hrd>+nt  wIHFyw»-rd
c-nf-ss>-ns? St>-ph>-n h)-d fH-rg>+-v>n fr->-ly f>-r h>- h>-d f)-und
th-s rud>n=>-ss HIs> »+n h>rms>If. H>-nd h> rr-m>rmb>-r)d Hn
H-v-n>-ng wh-n h- h2-d d-sm>-unt>-d fr-m - b»-rr>-w>-d cra->-k>-ng
b-cycld- ) pry-y t GH-d »-n » wH»>-d n>->r M>-1"-h>-d>-. H>- h>-d
[D-ft>-d up h>-s D-rms »-nd sp>-k>+-n »H-n »H-cst)-sy t>- th>- sH»mbr- nH-v>)-
Hf th- tr)-D-s, kn-w>-ng th>-t h- st>>-d »-n h>-ly gr)-und -nd »-n »-
h2-ly h-ur. »-nd wh>-n tw>- c-nst>-bul?-ry m=>-n h>-d c-m»- »-nt>)- sP-ght
r)-und - b-nd »-n th>>- gl=->my r->-d h>- h>-d br-k>-n H-ff h)-s pr-y>-r
t3= wh-stl?- 19-udly H-n =2-r fr-m th- I-st pP-nt>Fm>-m»H-.

H>- b>-g2-n t9- bt th)- fr-y>-d »-nd H-f h)-s H-shpl-nt H-g>>-nst
th- b)-s- Hf - p>-lI9-r. HH>-d Cr-nly n)-t h->-rd h»-m? Y-t h»- c)-uld
w)-t. Th= t-1k H-b>-ut h>-m c>>s>d f-r H= m>Fm>nt H-nd - sH-ft



h>)-ss f2-11 H-g>--n fr-m - w-nd>-w »-b>-v>-. But n- »-th>-r sH-und w»-s
H-n th= >r H+nd th> swHlIH-ws whr-s)- fld-ght h>- hd-d fH-11)-w>-d
w-th H-dI)- Fy>-s wH-r)- sI->-p>-ng.

Sh- h”-d p-ss»-d thra-ugh th- dusk. H-nd th=r>-f-r)- th>- H»>r wH-s
sFInt sFvy Prr Fn) st h-ss th-t -Il. H-nd thH-r>-fr)- th)-
t-ngu-s H-b>-ut h-m h>-d c)»>s)d th->-r b>-bbl>-. D>-rkn-ss w-s
f-117-ng.

D»-rkn=-ss f-1ls fra-m th>= H-»-r.

- tr>mbl-ng j-y, mba-nt H-s - fnt 1D-ght, pl-y>-d k> -
f»>ry h)-st H-r>und h>»m. But why? H>-r p>-ss)g> thrd-ugh th)-
d>-rk>-n>-ng r H-r th> vrrs) wh-th »H-ts bld-ck v r-w>-Is »-nd »H-ts
»-p-n--ng s»-und, rH-ch H-nd lut>-1)-k>-?

H>- w-1k-d >w-y siH-wly t-w»-rds th- d>->-p>-r sh’-d>-ws H-t th-)-
H-nd H-f th)- c-1"-nnH-d>-, b)--tng th- st+n>- s)-ftly w-th h)-s st)-ck
t> h>-d>- h>-s r-vI>-r->- fr-m th>- stud>-nts wh>m h>- h>-d I)-ft: »-nd
1>-wH-d h)-s md)nd t> summ>n b)ck t Hts)If th> H-g) Hf
D»-wl>-nd »-nd Byrd »-nd N*-sh.

Fy>-s, »prndng frr-m th- dI-rkn)-ss H-f dFsH»rd-, H>y)>s th)-t
d>-mm»-d th- br--k>-ng »->-st. Wh>-t w-s th=>-r I-ngu=-d gra-c- but
th"- s-ftn-ss H-f ch»mb>-r>-ng? »-nd wh>-t w>-s th->-r sh’»-mm»-r but
th>- sh»mm»-r »-f th>>- scum th>-t m>-ntl»-d th)- c)-ssp>--1 H-f th>- cH-urt
»-f > sl-bb>-r-ng Stumd-rt. -nd h>- t>st>d »-n th>- [D-ngur-g>» »>-f
m>=m>-ry H>mb>r-d w-n>)-s, dy>-ng f-lI"-ngs H>f swr»-t Hrs, th)-
pra-ud p2-vH-n, >+nd sFw wI-th th> Hyd)s H>f m*+FmI>+ry kInd
grntlH-wH>m>n >+n CHvInt GHrd>n wHH>+Hng frr-m th)Ir
b-Ic-n")--s w-th suck-ng m=-uths H-nd th>- p>-xf)-ul’-d wHnch)-s H-f
th”- t>-v-rns H-nd y?>-ung wH-v>-s tho-t, g->-ly y»->-ld>-ng t>- th>->-r
r-va-sha-rs, cl?-pp>-d »-nd cl?-pp>>-d H-g>->-n.

Th>- -m»-g=-s h>>- h»-d summ=>-n=>-d g>-v-> h>>»m n>- pl>->-sur)-. Thr-y
W= so-cr)-t »-nd H-nfl>-m=-ng but h>-r >m>-g>>- w>-s n)-t H-nt-ngl>-d
by th=-m. Th>-t w>-s n2-t th>> wo-y t- th-nk »-f h>-r. -t w-s n)-t H»-v>n
th>- w2~y »-n wh»-ch h=- th»-ught »-f h-r. C»-uld h>)-s m»-nd th-n n"-t trust
H-ts-1f2 H-1d phry-s2-s, swH->-t H-nly wa-th - d>=s»+nt)-rrH-d swH--tn>-ss
[~k th)- £-gs)-)-ds Crd-nly r-»-t)-d J-ut H-f h)-s gl»->m»-ng t)--th.

-t w-s no-t th-ught n-r v-s--n th>-ugh h>~ kn>-w v>-gu>-ly th-t h>-r
f-gur> w-s p-ss-ng h-m=>-w>-rd thra-ugh th- cI-ty. VI-gu-ly f-rst
H-nd th-n m>-r) shd-rply h- sm-It h)-r b)-dy. > cHnscH>-us unr)-st



sF-th>-d H-n h-s blH--d. Y5, >t wIs h2-r b-dy h- sm>H-It, > w-Id
“»-nd I-ngu>-d sm»-ll, tho- t-p>-d I»-mbs »-v>-r wh>-ch h=-s mus»-c h»-d
fl-w-d d>-s-r)-usly »-nd th- s-cr)-t sH-ft [9-n>-n up>n wh>-ch h)-r
fI-sh d>-st>-11"-d H-d>-ur »-nd - d>-w.

2 [-us>- cr-wilD-d »-v>-r tho- n-p>- H-f ho-s n)-ck H-nd, putt>-ng h>-s
thumb H-nd f»-r)-fFngH-r dI-ftly b)-n)>-th h)s s>+ cHlIDH-r, h)-
c-ught »-t. H>- r-l1"-d H-ts b)-dy, tnd>-r y>-t bro-tth)- »-s - gr>->-n H-f
r-c-, b-tw--n thumb »-nd f-ng>-r f-r H-n H-nst>nt b>->r)- h)- -t
-t -1 fr>-m h=m H-nd wH-nd>-rH-d wa-uld -t I-v) H-r d>->-. ThH>-r)-
crm)- t> h)s m-nd > curd>-us phry-s- frr-m CHhrnd-ID-us »-
L>-p»-d>- wh>-ch s9-2-d th>-t th>- 1")-c>- b>-rn H-f hum=-n swHh»-t wH-r)-
n)-t cr-"-t)-d by G?-d w»-th th"- H-th>-r H>-n>m>-Is H-n th)- s)-xth d>-y.
But th- t9-ckl?-ng »-f th- sk»n »-f h>-s n}-ck m>-d>- h»-s m=>-nd r)-w >-nd
r-d. Th- 1= -f ho-s b-dy, -l cI-d, H-11 f-d, ID-usH- H>>-t)-n, m>-d>-
h-m cl?-s2- h-s H-y>-1"-ds H-n »- sudd>-n sp>-sm Hf d>-sp>>-r H-nd H-n
th>>- d>-rkn=-ss h=>- s2-w th>>- bra-ttl>- bra-ght b>-d>->-s »-f [7-c>- f>-11"-ng
fr-m th>)- -2-r H-nd turn’-ng H-ft-n H-s th-y 1. Y)-s, >-nd H-t w>)-s n)-t
d2-rkn>-ss th-t f-11 fr-m th>- H--r. H-t wd-s br)-ghtn--ss.

Bra-ghtn=-ss f-lIs fr-m th>- >->-r.

H>- h>-d n2-t >=v>n r>Fm>mb>-r)-d r-ghtly N>-sh’s [D-n>-. Il th)-
Fmy-gHs Ht h-d Fwrkrnd>d wrr) fIsH>-. HI»s mHnd brd)-d
v-rm>-n. H>)-s th)-ughts w2-r"- 1"-c)- b-rn H-f th- swH>-t H-f sl)-th.

H>- c>»m)- b-ck qua-ckly H-1)-ng th)~ c)-I-nnH-d>- t>w-rds th)-
gr)-up -f stud)-nts. W=l th-n, I)-t h)-r g~ »-nd b d>»mn>-d t>- h)-r!
Sh>- ch-uld v sFm>- cl--n H-thiH-t whd)- wHsh)-d h)»msH-If
»-va-ry ma-rn-ng t- th>- w->-st »-nd h>-d bl>-ck h>->-r »-n h-s ch>)-st.
L>-t ho)-r.

Cr-nly ha-d t>-k>-n »-n>-th>-r dro->-d g fr-m th>- supply »-n h»-s
p-ck -t H-nd wd-s H--t>ng H-t slH-wly H-nd n»>-sH-ly. T»mpl>- st »-n
th>>- p>-d>-m>-nt - > pHl1>-r, ID-n>-ng b-ck, h>-s c-p pull’-d d>-wn
=N h"-s s-py H-y>-s. »- squ-t y>-ung m>-n crm=>- »-ut H-f th>- p>-rch,
D P-thd-r pH-rtf>-19->- tuck’-d und>-r h>-s Hrmp>-t. H> m=-rch>-d
t-w>-rds th>- gro-up, str-k)-ng th>- fl)-gs w>-th th h)->-Is H-f h)-s
b-2-ts »-nd w=-th th>= f>rrul>- >-f h)s h>>vy umbr-li»-. Tho-n,
r--s-ng th- umbr -1~ H-n s>+lut)-, h>- s»>-d tH- H-Il:

—G»--d »-v>-n2-ng, SH-Trs.



H>- struck th- fl)-gs 2-g»>>n Hnd t>-tt>r)d whd>-1?- h)s h)»>-d
tryrmbl-d  wa-th == sl»-ght n2-rv-us m>-vrm>-nt. Thr> -l
c-nsumpt-v>)- stud-nt >-nd D>-x>-n H-nd -’ KH--ff>- w-r)- sp>->-k>ng
»-n -r¥-sh H-nd d>-d nH>-t HnswHr h>-m. Tho-n, turn’-ng t9- Crd-nly, h»-
s -d:

—G»-)-d H-v>-n-ng, pH-rtd-cul-rly t>- y»-u.

H>- m)-v)-d th)- umbr)-lI2- D-n Hnd)-cHF+t>>+n Hnd t>+tt)-r)-d
»-g2->n. Cra-nly, wh- w>-s st>-Il ch-w>-ng th>- f)-g, >Fnsw-r>-d w»-th
["-ud m>-v>m>-nts H-f h-s j>ws.

—G»d? Y-S, -t s > g>>-d H»vIn)-ng.

Th- squa-t stud-nt ->-kI-d -t h>-m sH>+r>>-usly »-nd sh>->-k h>-s
umbr-11"- g=-ntly »-nd r-pr)-v>>-ngly.

— c-n s, h)- s--d, th-t y2-u H-r)- H-b>-ut t9- m>-k>- »-bv>--us
r-m»-rks.

—Um, Cr)-nly H=nsw>-r>-d, h>-Id»-ng »-ut wh>-t rF-m=>->-n>-d H-f th)-
h-1f ch)-w>-d f9-g »-nd j?-rk-ng -t t>-w»-rds th)- squ-t stud>-nt’s m=>-uth
“-n s9-gn th)-t h"- sh"-uld H--t.

Th=- squa-t stud-nt d9-d no-t »--t -t but, »-ndulg’-ng h>-s spH-cH-I
hum»-ur, s-2-d gr-va-ly, st>-1l t-tt-r-ng H-nd pr-dd>-ng h>-s phr)-s»-
w-th h2-s umbr)-119)-:

—D» y»-u nt)-nd th»-t...

H>- br)-k»- -ff, p>-2-nt>-d bluntly t9- th- munch>-d pulp »-f th)- g,
»-nd s7->-d I)-udly:

— Hllud)- - th-t.

—Um, Cro-nly s9--d 2-s b»-f)-r)-.

—D» y?-u Hnt>-nd th>-t nP>w, th)- squI-t studd)-nt sH-d, Hs Hps-
f-ct- -1, -t us sy, =S s ) spr--k?

D>-x2-n turn’-d »-s>-d>- frH-m h>-s gr)-up, s»-y>-ng:

—G»-gg-ns w-s w->-t-ng f-r y>-u, Glynn. H>- h>-s g=»-n=- r)-und t-)-
th= »-d>-Iph>- t>= -k fr y2-u »-nd M>-yn)-h>-n. Wh)-t h>-v> y»-u
th-r>-? h- »-sk>-d, t3-pp>-ng th>>- pH-rtf>-1"->- und>-r Glynn’s »-rm.

—xmn-t»n prp-rs, Glynn HnswH-rd-d. = gH-vH th)-m
m-nthly H-x-m>-n>-t)-"-ns t>- s>~ tho-t th-y »-r)- pr-f>-t>-ng by my
tum-t>--n.

HY> -Is- t>ppH>-d th) pIrtfH>-1>-> H>+nd c)ugh’-d g>Hntly H-nd
sm>-1>)-d.



—Tu>t>F>n! sF>d Cr-nly rudd-ly. - supp?>s> y>-u m>>n th)-
b-r)-f-t3-d ch-ldr-n tho-t »-r)- t)-ught by »- bl->-dy H-p>- IH-k)-
y?-u. G~d h)-Ip th»-m!

H>- bt H-ff th)- r)-st H-f th)- f-g -nd flung H-w-y th- butt.

— suffdr ID-ttl)- ch)-ldr-n t- c>m>- unt> m-, Glynn s»->-d
»>-m=->-bly.

— bI-2-dy H-p>-, Crnly r»-pr--t>-d wr-th H>-mph>-s)-s, »-nd -
bl»-sph>-m»-us bl?->-dy »-p»-!

T»-mpl>- st>>-d up »-nd, push>-ng p»-st Cr-nly, »-ddr>-ss»-d Glynn:

—Th-t phr-s- y>-u s»2>-d n)>w, h) s»2>-d, Hs fr>m th)> nHw
t)-st>-m=-nt »-b-ut suff-r th>- ch>-1dr--n t3- cr-m>- - m»H-.

—G»- ) sI»2-p g >-n, THmpld-, sH->-d " K->

—V-ry wHIl, th-n, TH»mpl>- c-nt)-nu>-d, st>-1l H-ddr)-ss»-ng Glynn,
H-nd -f J)-sus suff)-ra-d th)- ch-Idr)-n t- c>+m=>- why d>->-s th>- church
s-nd th>-m H-11 t- h -1l H-f th)-y d>-)- unb>-pt)>-s>+d? Why »-s th)-t?

—W-r y-u b-ptr-s+d yr-urs+If, Tmpl>-? th- cFnsumptr-v>)-
stud=-nt -sk>-d.

—But why H-r?- th-y s2-nt t- h-ll 2-f J)-sus s2--d th -y wH-rH>- -1l t)-
c-m»-? T»mpl- s--d, h»-s »-y>-s s>-rch-ng Glynn’s »-y»-s.

Glynn c”-ugh=”-d »-nd s»-2-d g-ntly, h»-ld»-ng b’-ck w»-th d>-ff>-culty
th- n)-rv>)-us t-tt-r H-n h>-s v->-c)- -nd m>-v->-ng h»-s umbr-11>- »H-t
»v-ry wH-rd:

—>nd, Hs y>u rr-mI-rk, >f )t s thus, > sk >FmphI-tH)-cH-lly
wh=-nc=- c-m=-s th>)-s thusn»)-ss.

—B»-c?-us)- th- church »-s crum-I -k Il »-Id s?»nn>-rs, TH»mpl)-
s--d.

—r y-u qut rth-d>-x H-n tho-t p>H->nt, THmpl>-? D>-x>n
s-d su-vI-ly.

—S-nt H-ugustHnd sPF+ys th)-t Hb>ut unb>-pt>sP>+d chI-ldrd-n
g>--ng t>- -1l THmpl>- H-nswH-r>-d, b>-cH-usH> h>- wH-s - crur-1 »-Id
$-nna-r t-)-.

— bw - y2-u, D>x>-n s-d, but >~ h>-d th- >mpro-ss->-n th)-t
[?-mb>- >xP-st)-d fH-r such cH-s)-s.

—D»-n’t H-rgu> wH-th h-m, D>-x>-n, Cra-nly s»->-d brut)-lly. D>-n’t
t)-1k t- h=m 2-r 9=k -t h>-m. L>-2-d h»m h>m=- w>-th »- sug>-n th>-
Wy y-u’d 19-2-d D= bID--t-ng gt



—L>mb>-! T»mpl)- cr--d. Th)-t’s = Fn) HFnvr-nt>n ).
L=k ho-Il.

—But w»-th th- unpl»=-s-ntn>-ss [H-ft »-ut, DH»-x»-n sH»--d.

H>- turn)-d sm>-1")-ng t)- th- J-th>-rs H-nd sH->-d:

— th-nk 2= >m v>>-c>ng th- Hprn>>ns Hf Hl prr-sH+nt Hn
$-y»-ng s much.

—Y»-u -r¥, Glynn s?--d H-n »- f>-rm t-n>-. )-n th>-t pH->+nt >-rH-1"-nd
»-s un>-t>-d.

H>- struck th>~ f-rrul?- H-f h}-s umbr~11"- H-n th- st>n>- fl-H-r H-f th)-
c-1-nn)-d-.

—H>-I, THmpl)- s)-d. - cn rrspd-ct th)-t HnvI-ntH->n H-f th)-
gry-y spm-us- >f S>+t>n. HH>1l H-s R>Fm»-n, k> th» wHlIs »-f th)-
R>-m»-ns, str-ng »-nd ugly. But wh>-t H-s I»-mb»-?

—Put h»=m b)-ck H-nt)- th- prr>Fmbul>t)r, Cr-nly, H»’KH»>-ff-
cH-119-d H-ut.

Cr-nly m>-d>- » sw-ft stp t>w>-rds T>mpl>-, h>-It>-d, st>mp=>-ng
h=-s f»2-t, cry=-ng »-s »-f t>- - FHrwl:

—H>»->-sh!

T>mpl>- m>-v>-d »-w>-y n-mbly.

—D» y»-u kn?-w wh>-t [-mb»- 2-s? h>- cr>-»-d. D>~ y>-u kn"-w wh>-t
W= 1= n-t--n [-kD- tho-t »-n RH-sc-mm»H-n?

—H»-"-sh! BI»-st y»-u! Cr-nly cr)->-d, cI?-pp~-ng h>-s h»-nds.

—N»>=2-th-r my H-rs- n-r my »-1b>w! T>mpl=- cr->-d H-ut scH-rnfully.
H-nd th)-t’s wh-t )~ ¢l I)-mb»)-.

—G»-v)- us tho-t st-ck h-ro-, Cr-nly s9-2-d.

H»- sn>-tch”-d th®- »-shpl?>-nt r)-ughly fro-m St>-ph>-n’s h»)-nd »-nd
spr-ng d”>-wn th?- st)-ps: but T>»mpl?>-, h>->r)ng h>m mHv>) n
pursu”-t, fI-d thr)-ugh th- dusk -k~ 2~ w>-Id cr)->-tur?-, n»-mbl>- »-nd
flr>-t-F3>t>d. Cr-nly’s h»vy b»>ts wIhr> hd»>-rd [D-udly
ch?-rg?-ng J-cr)-ss th>- qu-drd-ngl?- H-nd th-n rI-turnd-ng h>->+vI-ly,
f-2-1"-d P-nd spurn’-ng th=>- gr-v>-1 -t H--ch st)-p.

H»-s st-p w>-s »-ngry »-nd w>-th »-n »-ngry »-brupt g»-stur-- h-- thrust
th=- st)-ck b-ck »-nt?- St}-ph)-n’s h>-nd. St)-ph)-n It th>-t h-s H-ng>-r
h>-d H-n>-th>-r c)-us>- but, H>-gn>-ng pr-t>->-nc-, tH-uch>-d h>-s »rm
sl-ghtly »-nd s2-2-d qu--tly:

—Cr-nly, - t3-1d y?-u > wH-nt>-d t)- sp->-k t9- y-u. CrFm»- Hw>-y.



Cr-nly [9-2-k2-d 2t h-m £)-r H- f»w m>»mH-nts »-nd H-sk>-d:

—N»>-w?

—Y>s, n-w, StHphdn s»+H»d. W cHn’t sp>>+k h»r>-. Crm>-
>wH-y.

Tha-y cr-ss-d th- qua-dr-ngl>- t>-g>-th-r w>-th>-ut sp>---k>-ng.
Th- bd)-rd ¢l fr-m SH-)gfr2--d wh-sti)-d sH-ftly f-11>-w>-d th»m
fr-m th- st-ps H-f th>- p>-rch. Cra-nly turn’-d, H-nd D>-x>»-n, wh>- h>-d
wh>-stl?-d, c-11")-d »-ut:

—Wh-r) >r> y)u P-lID-ws H-ff t9-? Wha-t H-b)-ut th)-t gH-m»-,
Cr)-nly?

Th-y pH-r1-y>-d -n sh)-uts H-cr-ss th- st-1l 2-r >b>-ut H- g>m>)-
>t bX-11--rds t3- b pl-y>d H-n th)- H-d)-Iph)- h)-t>-I. St-ph)n
w-1k=d 2-n H-12-n>- H-nd FH-ut Hnt)- th- qur->-t Hf K>+Id>-r)- Str->-t
FppH-s-t MI-pl-’s h-t)-1 h)- std-d t wH-t, pH-t>-)-nt H-g>-n.
Th- n-m)- H-f th- h)-t)-1, D cI1-urld-ss p-19-sh>-d wH--d, H-nd H-ts
c-19-url)-ss fra-nt stung h»m 1=k D= glo-ncH- H-f pH-1D-t d>-sdH>->n.
H>- st)-r)-d H-ngr-ly b)-ck -t th)- s-ftly 19t dr-w-ngr->m H-f th)-
h>-t>1 »>-n wh?-ch h?> >mI>-g>n)d th> s>k [>vI>s H>f th)
p-tr-c-)-ns H-f Hr>-1">-nd h)-usHd H-n c>Im. Th)-y th-ught H-f »-rmy
c-mm»-ss->-ns H-nd [H-nd H-g>-nts: pP>-sH+nts gr->-t>-d th»-m »-I19-ng
th- r->-ds »-n th>- co)-untry; th-y kn-w th>- n>m>>-s - cI-rt->-n
Fr-nch d2?-sh?-s 2-nd g?-v>- DH-rd)-rs ) jH-rv>>s Hn h)-ghp>-tch>-d
pr-va-nc--1 v--c-s wha-ch p-2-rc)-d thr)-ugh th>->-r sk>-nt>-ght
H»-cc-nts.

H>-w c2-uld h>- h2-t th>--r c-nsc>->-nc)- »-r h-w c-st h>-s sh-d>-w
Vv-r thd- m-g-nd-t>->-ns H-f tha->-r dH>-ughtI-rs, b>-f>r)- th»->-r
squ-r>-s b>-g>-t up>-n th>-m, th>-t th>-y m>-ght br)-"-d > r-c) I)-ss
~-gn"-bl?- th-n th->-r »-wn? »-nd und>-r th>- d>->-p>n>-d dusk h>- -1t
th- th>~ughts »-nd d>-s?-r>-s H-f th>- r-c> t> wh>-ch h>- b>-I"-ng>-d
fl-tt)-ng -k~ b)-ts »-cro-ss th- d>-rk c)-untry 1"-n»-s, und>-r tr->-s by
th- -dg>-s H-f str>>rms H-nd n>>r th) pr>+l-mH-ttH-d br-gs. »-
w-m=-n ha-d w->-t>-d H-n th- d>>-rw>-y 2-s D>-v>-n h>-d p>-ssH-d by
-t n-ght »-nd, H>-ff>r-ng h>»m - cup > m>-1k, h>-d -l but wH-»->-d
h-m t- h2-r b-d; f3-r D»-v>»-n h-d th>- m»-Id »-y»-s H-f »-n>- wh»- c)-uld
b s2-cr-t. But h2=m n2- wm»-n’s H-y=-s h-d w->---d.

H>-s »-rm w>-s t9-k>-n »-n »- str)-ng gra-p »-nd Cra-nly’s v»->-c- s-»-d:
—L»-tus »-k> g



Th-y w-lk"-d s-uthw=-rd H-n s3-I1"-nc-. Th>-n Cra-nly s9-»-d:

—Tha-t bI-th-r-ng H-d>->-t, THmplH-! H- swH-r t- M55, d>- y?»-u
kn-w, tha-t -’11 b~ th- d>--th H-f th-t F>-11-w H-n>- t»m»>-.

But h-s v -2-c)= w2-s n>= I9-ng>-r H-ngry »-nd St>-ph>-n w-nd»-r>-d
w-s h»)- th-nk=--ng »-f h>-r gr->-t>-ng t»- h>»m und>-r th- p»-rch.

Th-y turn-d t3- th~ -ft >-nd wH-1k-d H-n H-s b>-F>-r)-. Wh>-n th)-y
h2-d g?-n" -n s £>-r sH+m>- t+-m=>- St>-ph>-n sH»>-d:

—Cr-nly, - h?=d »-n unpl?->-s>-nt qu-rr-1 th>-s H-v>-n>-ng.
—W»-th y»-ur p->-pl>-? Cra-nly »-sk>-d.

—W»-th my m»-th»>-r.

—-b>-ut rH-1-g>->n?

—Y s, St>ph>-n H-nswH-rH-d.

-ft-r 2 p-us>- Cr-nly »-sk>-d:

—Wh»-t -g>- D-s y-ur m»-th>-r?

—N»-t D-1d, St-ph>-n s>--d. Sh> w-sh>-s m>- t- m>k>F my H»»-st)-r
duty.

—nd w1l y»-u?

—= w1l n-t, St-ph>-n sH->-d.

—Why n»-t? Cra-nly s»-»-d.

— Wl n)-t s2-rv>)-, H-nsw-r-d St)-ph>-n.

—Th2-t rma-rk w-s m>-d>- b>-f>r)-, Cr-nly sH->-d c>-Imly.
—~t H-s m>-d>- b>-h>-nd n>-w, sH--d St)>-ph>-n h)-tly.
Cra-nly pro-ss»-d St-ph»-n’s H-rm, s9-y>-ng:

—G»- sy, my d»=r mH»-n. Y-u’rd- H-n H-xc>-tH-blH- bl->-dy mH-n,
d- y-u kn")-w.

H>- 1D-ugh>-d n2)-rv)-usly »-s h>= sp>-k> -nd, [9->-k>-ng up Hnt)-
St»ph>-n’s fH-c- w-th m>-v>-d H-nd fr->-ndly H-y»>-s, sH»»-d:

—D»- y2-u kna-w tho-t y>-u 2= H-n H»-xcH>-t>-bl>- m>-n?
— )5y > >m, s¥-d St)-phd-n, [H-ugh-ng H-1s)-.

Th»=2-r m>-nds, ID-tly -str>-ng>-d, sH>m>-d sudd>-nly t- h)-v>)-
b--n dr-wn cl)-s9-r, »-nP- t)- th- Hth)-r.

—D»- y2-u b-1--v>>- H-n th>- »-uch>-r)-st? Cri-nly H-sk--d.
—= d)- nH-t, StH-ph-n s)--d.
—D»- y-u d?-sb)-1->-v>- th-n?



— n=-thd-r b-1-vI H-n Ht nH-r dH-sbH-1)->v>- »-n H-t, StHph>-n
H-nsw-r>-d.

—M»>-ny pP-rsH-ns h-v>- d)-ubts, H-vIn r-1)-g>->)-us pI-rsHns, y>H-t
th-y H-v>-rc-m)- th-m H-r put th-m H-s>-d»-, Cr)-nly s9--d. >-r)- y>-ur
d=-ubts »-n th>-t p>->-nt t-- str)-ng?

—) d) n )t w-sh t v )-re-me)- th-m, St>-ph-n H-nswH-r>-d.

Cry-nly, H>=mb>-rr-ss-d f-r »= m>m>-nt, t>k H>n>-th>-r f-g fr>-m
h»)-s p-ck)-t »-nd w>-s »-b>-ut t- H->-t H-t wh)-n St)}-ph-n s)--d:

—D-n’t, pI-2-s7-. Y)-u c-nn"-t d)-scuss th>)-s qu-st--n w»-th y>-ur
m»-uth full H-f ch”-w»-d f>-g.

Cr-nly »-xm=-n>-d th)>- f-g by th>~ I9-ght - = I9-mp und>-r wh»-ch
h- h-lt-d. Th-n h> sm-1t H-t wI-th bI-th nIstrd-ls, bt » tny
p>2-c)-, sp-t -t H-ut H-nd thr-w th>- g rud>-ly H-nt>- th>- gutt)-r.
H-ddr)-ss2-ng -t H-s -t -y, ho- sH»--d:

—D-p-rt fr-m m»-, y»>- cursa-d, »-nt> Fv-rlH-st>-ng fH-r)-!
T-k>-ng St)-ph>-n’s H-rm, h>»- wHnt »-n H-g>>-n H-nd s»--d:

—D»- y-u nH-t £ tho-t th-s> w-rds m>-y b~ spH>-k>n t)- y-u H-n
th- d>-y »-f judg?>m>-nt?

—Wh»-t s H-ff-r)-d m>- »-n th- H-th>-r h>-nd? St>-ph>-n H-sk>-d. H-n
Ht)-rnH-ty H-f blD-ss H-n th>- c>+mp-ny H-f th)- d->-n H-f stud>->-s?

—R>»=m>>mb»-r, Cro-nly s9-2-d, tho-t h"- w»-uld b~ gl»-r>-f>--d.

—)y, StFph>-n s>+>d s»FmHFwhH>+t bI-ttd-rly, br-ght, H-g>-19-,
H»-mp-ss>-bl>- H-nd, F-b>v> H-Il, subtl)-.

—>t s > cur>us th)ng, d>» y>u kn>rw, Crdnly s»>-d
d>-sp-ss--n>-t>-ly, h-w y»-ur m-nd »-s sup>-rsmH-tur)-t>-d w>-th th»-
r>1-g->-n >n whl-ch y>-u s>y y>u d>sb>I>->v>. D>d y>u
D-1-v>)- -n -t wh-n y-u wH-r- H-t sch->-1? »- b>-t y»>-u d>-d.

—- d)-d, St-ph>-n H-nsw>H-r>-d.

—-nd w-r¥ y2>-u h-pp>->-r th-n? Crd-nly H-sk)-d s-ftly, h-pp>--r
th>>-n y>>-u »-r- n>-w, fr »-nst>ncH>-?

—-ft>n h>-ppy, St>ph>n s»+>-d, »>nd »-ft>n unh>-ppy. > w>s
S >Fm>--n>- s tho-n.

—H»>~w sm->-n>- HIs)-? Wh)-t d>- y?-u m>->-n by tho-t st-t+m-»-nt?

— m--n, $--d Str-ph-n, th-t D= w-s n-t mys>-If s »- »-m n>)-w,
s = h2-d t9- b)-cFm)-.



—N>-t s y2-u »r» nrw, n)-t s y>-u h>-d - br>-cH+m=>-, Cro-nly
rPp--t)-d. Lt m>= sk y2-u > qu-st>+n. D> y-u v y)-ur
m»-th)-r?

St2-ph=-n sh>--k h-s h>->-d sl>-wly.

—~ d»-n’t kn?-w wh»~t y»-ur w»-rds m=->-n, h»- s»->-d s>-mply.
—H=v) y2-u n-vH-r 1D-vH-d Fny>-n>)-? Crd-nly »-sk)-d.
—D»- y-u m2>--n wHm=-n?

—> -m n)-t spP->-k-ng H-f th-t, Cr-nly s9-2-d H-n »- c>-ldH-r t9-n>-.
= sk y-u T y-u »v-r Pl [-v- twH-rds H-ny>-n>- H-r H-nyth-ng?

St-ph-n w-Ik>-d »-n b-s>-d>- h2-s fr--nd, st>-r>-ng gl->+m»>-ly H-t
th>)- f--tp--th.

— tr-)-d - [D-v)>- G-d, h)- s9-)-d Dt [D-ngth. -t $»>+ms nPFw -
f9-19-d. -t H-s v-ry d-ff-cult. D tr)--d t3- un-t> my wH-1l w-th th>-
w1l H-f G-d H-nst-nt by H-nst)-nt. »-n th)-t - d>-d nH-t H-lw-ys -
2~ c?-uld p-rh>-ps d- tho-t st-1l...

Cr2-nly cut h2»-m sh»-rt by H-sk>-ng:

—H»-s y?-ur m»~th>-r h’~d »- h>-ppy 1»-f>-?

—H»-w d- - kn?~w? St)-ph>-n s->-d.

—H»-w m=-ny ch>-ldr>-n h»-d sh>-?

—N»-n"- J-r t9-n, St>-ph)-n H-nswH-rH-d. SH+m>- d>-»-d.

—W»>-s y)-ur ftho-r... Crd-nly H>ntd-rrupt>d h>rmsHIf f-r Hn
H-nst)-nt, H-nd th>-n s»>-d: H- dI-n’t wHhnt t9 pry H>-nt) yur fH-m>H-ly
i >-rs. But wHs yd-ur f-th)-r whh-t s c>lIn-d wHll-t)--d>»? »-
m>->-n, wh>-n y»-u w>-r>- gr-w>-ng up?

—Y s, Sty»ph>-n s>-d.
—Wh»>-t w-s h=? Cra-nly H-sk-d »-ft-r H- p-us)-.
St-ph>-n b>-g>-n t- H-num=>-r-t- gl>-bly h>)-s f-th>-r’s »-ttr--but--s.

—= mA»-d>-c)-| studI>nt, Hn HHrsmIn, > tFnH-r, H>n FmI-tI-ur
H-cth-r, - shh-ut)>ng pHrI1>-t>cH>n, > smHIl D-ndlH-rd, » smH-Il
nva-st-r, - dr-nkH-r, = g-d 11w, - strryt-l1D-r, sH-m>-b-dy’s
s»cry-trry, srmo-th-ng Hn = dI-str11-ry, > t>xgH-thd»rr-r, >
b-nkrupt »-nd Dt pra-s-nt - pra--sH-r H-f h-s »-wn p>-st.

Cry-nly I9-ugh»>-d, t>-ght)-n"-ng h>-s gr)-p »-n St>-ph>-n’s »-rm, »-nd
s-)-d:

—Th)= d?-st>-11)-ry H-s d»mn g»->-d.



—)-s th)-r)- H-nyth"-ng 15>~ y-u wH-nt t*)- kn=-w? St}-ph--n »-sk>-d.
—=r) y-u H-n gH--d c-rcumstI-ncH-s -t prI-sH-nt?
—D»- D 9=k H-t? Stph>-n »-sk>-d bluntly.

—S»>- th»-n, Cra-nly w-nt -n mus>-ngly, y=-u w>-r-- b>-rn H-n th>- ID-p
-t luxury.

H>- us?-d th- phr)-s2- br->-dly 2-nd [9-udly D-s h»- >-ft>-n us)-d
t>-chn)-cH-1 »xpr-ssH>ns s H>+f h)» wHsh)>-d h)s h»H»r-r t)
und=-rst>-nd th>-t th>-y w>-r>- us?-d by h=-m w>-th»-ut c-nv>-ct>->-n.

—Y-ur m)-thr must h-v>- g>nd) thr)-ugh »> g>+>d d»>+l Hf
suff>r¥ng, h?>- s»>-d th-n. W>-uld y?>-u n>-t try t> v hd-r fr-m
suff>-r>-ng m>-r- H-v-n H-f... H»-r wh-uld y»-u?

—~f - c?-uld, St-pha-n s9-2-d, th-t wH-uld c)-st m>- vI-ry I-ttl)-.

—Th>-n d>- s, Cr-nly s9--d. D> s sh- w>-sh>>-s y>-u t- d-. Wh--t
s -t P¥r y-u? Y)-u dI-sb1D-)-v)- H-n H-t. P+t s ) -rm: n)-th-ng
H-1s-. -nd y>-u wH-Il st h>-r m>-nd J-t r)-st.

H»- c-)-s7-d »-nd, »-s St>-ph>-n d>-d n -t r)-ply, r-m=>->-n>-d s>-1>-nt.
Th-n, »-s H-f g=-v>>-ng utt-r-nc>- t- th>- pr)-c>-ss H-f h-s »-wn th--ught,
h=- s2->-d:

—Wh-tv-r -Is s unsur- -n th>-s st>nk-+-ng dungh>-Il - »-
w-rld 2= m-th-r’s I-v>)- -s nH-t. Y)-ur m>-th-r br-ngs y>-u »-nt>- th>)-
wH-rld, c-rr->-s y>-u f-rst H-n h)-r b>-dy. Wh>-t d>- w»- kn-w »-b»-ut
wha-t sh- f-)-Is? But wh)-t>-v)-r sh)- f)-Is, H-t, H-t I-)-st, must b)-
1. 2t must b, Wha-t -r) H-ur H-d>->s Hr »mb>-t)>-ns? PlHy.
H-d>->-s! Why, tho-t bl->-dy bl>->)-t>ng g+t T>mpl>- h>s H+dI>»-s.
M»-cCH-nn h2=s H=d>>s ). »vIry jIckIss gHng th) r>>-ds
th-nks h- h»)-s »-d>->-s.

St»ph>-n, wh>- h>-d b>->-n ID-st>n>-ng t>- th> unsp-k>-n sp>---ch
b>-h="-nd th>- w>-rds, s?--d w2-th H-ssum=-d cH-r>-I">-ssn>-ss:

—P-scH-1, f - r»-m>+mb>-r ra-ghtly, wa-uld nI-t suffH-r h--s m>-th>-r
t)- k-ss h-m »-s h- f»-r)-d th)- c-nt)-ct H-f h-r sH»-x.

—P»=sc-1 wd-s - po-g, s»>-d Cri-nly.

—>Iys>us GHnzH-g?-, » th-nk, wrs Hf th> s»Fm) mnd,
St»-ph>-n s9->-d.

—-nd h>» w-s H>-n-th>-r p-g th>-n, s->-d Cr-nly.
—Th»~ church c-lls h»-m - s2-"-nt, St>-ph>-n H-bj>-ct>-d.



—= d>-n’tc)-r)- D fI-m=>ng d>mn wh-t H-ny>-n>- cH-lls h--m, Cr-nly
s-d rud-ly H-nd fio-tly. 5~ c-1l h»m - p>-g.

St»-ph>-n, pra-p>-ra-ng th- w-rds n-»-tly »-n h-s m»-nd, c-nt»-nu>-d:

—J-sus, t)=, srms t h-vd- tr--t)-d h-s mH-th)-r wH-th scH-nt
c-urtd-sy n publ)-c but Surd-z, > jrsud-t th>>-12-g>>n »-nd
Sp»n"-sh g-ntl>m>-n, h>-s HpH-I1>-g>-s>d F-r h-m.

—D»-d th?= H-d>>- »v>-r H-ccur t)- y?-u, Cra-nly »-sk>-d, th)-t JH-sus
WS -t wh-t h)- pra-t-nd>-d t)- b»-?

—Th)= f-rst pP-rs-n t> wh)>m th>-t H-d>> »-ccurr)-d, St>ph>-n
F-nsw-r)-d, w-s J»-sus h-ms>H-If.

—> m>->n, Crnly s»+>-d, h-rd>-n"-ng »-n h>-s sp>->-ch, d>-d th)-
H-d>> FvIr H-ccur t) y>-u th-t h)- wIs h»msHIf » cHnscH)-us
hyp>-cr-t2-, wh>-t h>= c)-lI"-d th>- j>-ws H>-f h)-s tFm>-, » wh)-t)-d
s»-pulchr>-? H-r, t- put -t m=>-r>- pl>->-nly, tho-t h>- w>-s »- bl»-ckgu-rd?

—Th2-t 2-d>->- n-v>-r H-ccurr)-d t- m»-, St»ph>-n H-nsw>-r)-d. But -
H-m curd->-us t> kn>-w H-r)- y?-u try">-ng t> m>-k> - cHnvI-rt >-f m)-
1 ¥ prvd-rt H-f yI-ursH-If?

H»- turn?-d t>w>-rds h-s fr)--nd’s fH-c> Hnd sH+w th-r)» » r-w
sm>-1- wha-ch s»m> ) rc) Hf wHll sterv) - mI»k) Prn)ly
s-gn)>-fH-cH-nt.

Cra-nly »-sk>-d sudd=-nly »-n »- pl?-2-n s»-ns>»-bl)- tHn>-:

—T-1I m»- th)- truth. W>-r>- y=-u »-t -1l sh-ck»-d by wh>-t »- s--d?

—S»-m>-wh»-t, St3-ph>-n s»-d.

—-nd why w>-r)- y>-u sh”-ck>-d, Cr-nly pr9-ss»-d »-n »-n th?- s»-m~»-
t-n>-, - y-u )1 sur)- tho-t -ur r)>-12-g>->n »-s f-Is H»-nd th)-t
J¥-sus w-s nP-t th>- s-n H>+f G»>-d?

— m n)-t H-t )l surd- H-f H-t, St+ph>-n s>-d. HH>- s mH»-r)- -k
- s2-n - G-d th>-n - s-n Hf M>)-ry.

—-nd F-s th-t why y?-u w1l n-t c»mmun=-cH-t)-, Crd-nly »-sk>-d,
b-c-us?- y»-u Fr)- n -t surd- H-f th-t t->-, b)-cH-usH y»-u fH->-I tho-t
th>>- h>)-st, -2, m>-y b~ th>- b>>-dy »-nd bl>->-d »-f th-- s9-n H-f G>-d »-nd
n-t = w-F)-r H-f br-"-d? H-nd b)-c)-usd- y-u f2-r th)-t H-t m>y b»)-?

—Y s, St>ph>-n s--d qur--tly, - -1 th-t H>-nd »- 15> -1 .

—= s, Cr-nly s9->-d.

St»-ph>-n, struck by h>-s t>»n)> >t cld>sur)-, r->prnr-d th)-
d>-scuss=->-n -t »-nc>- by sH-y>-ng:



—) )»r mI>ny thd-ngs: dIgs, hdrsds, fHFrdHrms, th)- sH)-,
thund=-rst-rms, m=--ch>-n>-ry, th»- c»)-untry rH->-ds -t n»-ght.

—But why d¥- y-u F3-r 3 bod-t H-f brd--d?

— »m)-gH-n)-, St-ph-n $»>-d, thd-t th-rd- s > mI*FP»-vI-IH-nt
P12ty b-h"-nd th>-s- th-ngs »- sy » fFr.

—D»~ y»-u f2-r th-n, Cra-nly H-sk>-d, th)-t th- G-d »-f th’- R>»m»-n
c-th-12-cs w»-uld str)-k=- y=-u d>--d »-nd d>»-mn y>-u H-f y>-u m>-d>- -
s9-cr)-1"-g>-»-us c>-mmun=->-n?

—Th»- G»-d »-f th- R>-m>-n c-th>-1"-cs c-uld d- th>-t n-w, St>-ph=>-n
s»+>-d. > >r mH>r) th-n th)-t th)- ch>m>-cH-l H-ct>>n wh>-ch
w-uld b= st up H-n my s-ul by - I h>-m>g> t9- > symb>-I
b>-h"-nd wh>-ch »-r)- m>-ss>-d tw>-nty c)-ntur)->-s »-f »-uth”-r)-ty »-nd
VNt -n.

—W»-uld y2-u, Cro-nly D-sk>-d, -n H-xtr-m=>- d>-ng»-r, cFmm-t th>-t
p-rt-cul>r sH-cr-1-g>? FH-r Hnst>+ncd-, >+f y>-u I»v)-d Hn th)
p>-n)-1 d)-ys?

— orFnnd-t nswH-r f-r th- p-st, St>-ph+-n r)-plH->-d. P>-ss>-bly
n)-t.

—Th>»n, s»>d Cr)»nly, y?>-u d> n>t Hntd>nd t> b)crm) >
pro-t)-st-nt?

— s9-)-d th -t »- h)-d I9)-st th>- F)>->-th, St>-ph>n Hnsw>-r>-d, but n)-t
th-t - h-d [9-st s-Ifr)-sp>-ct. Wh-t k-nd H-f [9-b>-r-t)--n w>-uld th)-t
b~ t- f)-rs-k> H-n H-bsurdH-ty wh>-ch s I9-g>-cH)-| H-nd cHh>-r)-nt
-nd t9- >mbr)-c>- H-n>- wh-ch »-s H11)-g>-c?-| »-nd »-ncH-h>-r)-nt?

Th-y h-d w2-lk>-d H-n tw»-rds th>- t>-wnsh>-p H-f P»-mbr-k>- »-nd
n>-w, H-s th=y w>-nt H-n sim-wly »-1"-ng th>- H>-v>>nu>-s, th)- tr)->-s »-nd
th>)- sc-tt-r)-d I9-ghts »-n th v-lI"-s sH>-th>-d th>>->-r m>+nds. Th>)-
»-r - wr-Ith »-nd r»-prH-s)- dI-ffus)-d H-b>-ut th>m s»F>m>H-d t)-
c-mfd-rt th--r nH->-d>-n>-ss. BH-h>-nd - h-dg>- - [9-ur)-I »- I9)-ght
gl>-mm»-r>-d »-n th>- w-nd>w H-f - k-tch>-n H-nd th>- v>->-c> »f -
S-rv-nt w-s ho-2-rd s9-ng=-ng »-s sh> sha-rp>-n>-d kn--v>-s. Sh)- s»-ng,
-n sh-rt br)-k>-n b-rs:

R A5 - Gr-dy—
Cro-nly st-pp>-d t)- [D-st)-n, s-y»-ng:
—Mul -2 cnt).



Th»- s>-ft b>>-uty »-f th)- L>t>+n wHrd t>uch)-d wHth +n
H-nch-nt)-ng t)uch th)- dd)rk H-f th> H»vH)n)ng, wHth » t)uch
f--nt)-r »-nd m>-r)- p>-rsu’-d>-ng th-n th- t9-uch H-f mus-c H-r H>-f -
w»m-n’s h-nd. Th> stryf) H-f th>-)r mH>+nds w-s quI-ll=D-d. Th)-
f-gurs- - = wrm=-n s sh)- H-pp>>-rs »-n th>- [D-turgy »-f th->- church
p-ss-d s-1)-ntly thr)-ugh th>- d>-rkn>-ss: »- wh>-t>--r>-b>-d f>-gur)-,
sm>-1l »-nd sl>-nd>-r »-s »- b2y, >+nd wr-th > >lI=-ng gH-rdl»-. HI-r
v--c)-, fr--1 -nd h>-gh »-s »- b-y’s, w>-s h>-2-rd H-nt>-n>-ng fr-m »-
d>-st>-nt ch>->-r tho- frst wH-rds H-f » wrm=>n wh>-ch p>->-rc)- th)-
gl>->-m »-nd cl>-m»-ur »-f th>- F>-rst ch-nt>-ng H-f th>- p-ssH->-n:

— -t tu cum JA-su G H Hae - AP,

>nd 1l hrts wH-r- tuch>-d »-nd turn>-d t> h)-r vIH->-c)-,
sh”-n"-ng -k~ >~ y>-ung st-r, sh’-n-ng cl>>rdr »-s th vII)c)-
F-nt¥>-n>-d th>- pry-pH-r>-xyt>n H-nd m>-rd)- fH->-ntly s th- cH>-d>-ncH-
d>->-d.

Th>- s»ng>-ng cH>+>sH+d. Thry wHnt >n t>FgH>th-r, Crinly
r-p>->-t>-ng »-n str-ngly str-ss?-d rhythm th>)- H-nd H-f th)- r)-fro->-n:

»-nd wh=-n w)- >y m-rr-"-d,
>, h>-w h>-ppy w1l b~
F-r > v swH- -t R»-s->- F-’Gry-dy

»-nd R»-s9-> »-"Gr-dy [9-vIs m»-.

—Th=r)-’s -1 pH-try f-r y-u, h- s9-2-d. Thd-r)-’s r->-1 1H-v)-.

H>- gl?-nc-d s-d>-w>-ys »-t St)-ph>-n w-th D~ str>-ng>- sm>-1"»- H-nd
s-d:

—D» y>-u cFnsHdH-r th-t pH+try? »-r d> y>-u kn)>w wh>-t th)-
w-rds m>-»-n?

—= WH-nt )= s R»-5-)- PI-rst, s--d St-ph>-n.
—Sh»-’s »=-sy t5- f-nd, Cr-nly s-»-d.

H>-s h"-t h»)~d c-m*- d>-wn -n h>-s fH-rH)-h>->-d. H>- sh”-v>-d »-t b-ck
2-nd -n th>- sha-d>-w H-f th- tr->s St>+ph-n sH+w h>-s p>-1)- H-c)-,
fr-m»-d by th>)- d>-rk, »-nd h=>-s I9-rg>- d>-rk H>-y»>-s. Y>-s. H>-s f-c>- w-s
h-nds?-m»- -nd h-s b)-dy w>-s str-ng »-nd h>-rd. H>- h-d sp?>-k>-n H-f
2= mA-th-r’s ID-va-. H)= P-It th)-n th- suff>-rHngs H»-f wHrm-n, th)-
W -kn=-ss9-s - th--)-r b)-d>->>-s »-nd s2-uls: »-nd w>-uld sh>-»-Id th->-m
w-th == str)-ng »-nd r-s>-lut) H-rm H-nd b>-w h>-s m--nd t>- th--m.

FwHy th-n: -t s tFm>- t> g D v sprk) sH-ftly t)-
St-ph-n’s »-n>-ly h»->-rt, b»-dd>-ng h»-m g>- H-nd t>-11»>-ng h>-m th>-t



h=-s fr->-ndsh>-p w>-s c»m>-ng t>- »-n H-nd. Y>-s; h> w>-uld g»-. H»-
c-uld n>-t str-v>)- -g--nst H-n>-th>-r. HH> kn=-w h>-s p>-rt.

—Pr-b>-bly 2~ sh2-1l g~ »w>-y, h)- sH-)-d.
—Wh»-r>-? Cro-nly F-sk>-d.
—Wh»-r- 2~ c¥-n, St-ph-n sH->-d.

—Y-s, Cra-nly s9->-d. -t m-ght b dI-ffH-cult f-r y»-u t- -v)-
h2-r)- n2>-w. But »-s 2t th-t m>-k>-s y>-u g»-?

— h-v>- t9- g7, St>-ph>-n HnswH-r>-d.

—B»-c>-us?-, Crrnly c)»nt>nur-d, y?-u n>>d n>-t D>k uprn
y-ursH-If -s dry-v-n HFwHy Hf y-u d> nH-t wh-sh - g Hr »s >
h»-r -t 2-r H-n H-uth>w. Tha>-rH -rF m>ny g>->-d b>-1"->-v>-rs wh>)-
th-nk 2-s y»-u d»-. W»-uld th>-t surpr-s2- y»-u? Th»)- church »-s n2)-t th»)-
st-n=- bu’-Id>-ng n>-r H-v>+n th>- cl-rgy »-nd th->-r d>-gm>-s. H-t »-s
th- wh)-1"- m-ss H-f th»-s b)-rn H-nt>)- H-t. H- d>n’t kn)-w wh»-t y>-u
w-sh t3- d- -n -, H-s H-t wh-t y?-u t9-1d m»- th»- n)-ght wH- wH-r)-
st¥-nd»-ng P-utsH-d>- HH-rc-urt Strd->-t stH-t>->-n?

—Y s, St¥»ph>-n s»-d, sm>-1-ng H-n spH-t> H-f h»msH+If H-t Cr)-nly’s
Wy =T r-m-mb=-r--ng th>-ughts »-n c-nn>>-x>->-n w-th pl>-c>-s. Th>-
n=-ght y>-u sp>-nt h>-If »-n h>-ur wr)-ngl»-ng w>-th D>-h>-rty »-b>-ut th»-
sha-rt-st w-y fro-m SH-llyg>-p t- LI-rr)-s.

—P>-th-9-d! Cr-nly s2-9-d w-th c-Im c-nt>+mpt. Wha-t d>->-s h)-
kn=-w »-b>-ut th- w-y fr-m S>-llyg>-p t- LI -rr>-s? »-r wh>-t d>->-s h>)-
kn>-w H-b=-ut »-nyth>-ng f-r th-t m>-tt>-r? »-nd th>- b>-g sl>-bb>-r>-ng
w-sh>-ngp>-t h->-d H-f h-m!

H»- bra-k>- »-nt>- »- [7-ud I"-ng 19-ugh.

—W>-11? St-ph=-n s->-d. D> y>-u r-m=>-mb>-r th- r)-st?

—Wh»a-t y-u s9-9-d, »-s >t? Cr-nly H-skI-d. Y-s, > rF-mI>+mb>-r H-t.
T d)-scr-va-r th»- m-d>- - - -1 H-f H-rt wh-r-by y=-ur sp-ri-t
cH-uld H-xprd-ss H-tsH-If H-n unfH-tt)-r-d frH->-d>-m.

St2-ph>-n r)->s)-d h>-s h-t F-n H-ckn>+wl>-dg>m=>-nt.

—Fr>-2-d»>-m! Cr)-nly r-p>->-t)-d. But y»-u »-r?> n>-t fr3->- »-n=>-ugh
yo-t - crmma-t )= s-cr-19-g)-. Tl m>- wH-uld y»-u r-b?

— w-uld b2-g f-rst, St>-ph>-n sH--d.

—-nd »-f y?-u g7-t n-th>-ng, wa-uld y»-u r)-b?

—Y»-u w-sh m- t) sy, Strph>-n HnswH>r>-d, th>-t th- rHghts »H-f
pra-pa-rty H-rd)- pr-v>)-s->n>-1, »-nd th-t )-n c-rt>->-n c>-rcumst>nc-s



-t s n-t unl>wful t- r-b. H-vI-ry"-n>- w>-uld »-ct H-n th>-t b)-1"-H-f.
S > wHll n-t mr-k> y-u tha-t HnswH-r. Hpply t th- j-su-t
th-2-1)-g>->n Jurn MAr>-+n> d)» THFvrr>- whr wrll Hls)-
FxplH--n t9 y?-u H»n wh-t cH-rcumst-ncH-s y>-u mr-y IH-wfully k--Il
y>-ur k"-ng »-nd wh>-th>-r y>-u h>-d b>-tt>-r h->-nd h>-m h>-s p>->-s-n »-n
- g>-blD-t )-r sm>--r H-t £>-r h=m up>>-n h>-s rH-b>- H-r h>-s s-ddi>-b>-w.
»-sk m»- r-th>-r wH-uld D~ suffH>-r H-th>-rs t9- r-b m»- »-r, H-f th)-y d>-d,
wa-uld = ¢l d-wn up>-n th-m wha-t » b>-1>->-v> s cH-ll7-d th)-
cha-st)-s»-m»-nt H-f th>- sH-cul>-r H-rm?

—-nd w»-uld y»-u?

—) tho-nk, St3-ph>-n s9->-d, 2t w-uld p>->-n m>- H-s much t>- d>- s>}~
»-s t- b~ rm-bb»-d.

—) s, Cry-nly sH--d.

H»- pr)-duc»-d h»-s m>-tch 2-nd b>-g>-n t>- cl>n th)- cr)-vH-c)-
b-tw--n tw- t->-th. Th»-n h>- s>+-d cF-r)-I1D-ssly:

—T>11 m>=, Fr >Fx>mpl>-, wH-uld y>-u d>-fIH-w>-r H- v)-rg>-n?

—xcus» m)-, Styphn shd pHrP>trly, s th-t n)-t th)-
Fmb>-t)->-n H-f m)-st y>-ung gH-ntl>+-m=>-n?

—Wh»-t tho-n »-s y-ur p--nt H-f v->w? Cr-nly »-sk>-d.

H>-s I2)-st phra-s2-, s9-ur sm-11"-ng »-s th>- sm=>-k»- »-f ch>-rc>->-1 »-nd
do-sh=-rt-n>-ng, HxcH>+t>+d St>ph>-n’s br>->-n, H>+vI>r whr-ch s
fum=-s s9->m»-d t)- br)-»-d.

—L--k h)-r)-, Cra-nly, h- s-)-d. Y-u h-v» Fsk)-d m> whd-t »-
w-uld d>2- -nd wh>-t 2= w>-uld no-t d>-. = wHIl t>-11 y>-u wh-t - wH-ll
d- 2-nd wh>-t = w-Il n-t d>-. == w1l n-t s-rv>)- th -t H-n wh>-ch »- n)-
[-ng>-r  b>-1)v>-, whh-thh-r Dt o+l HtsHIf my hr-m>-, my
f-th=-rl»-nd, D-r my church: »-nd =~ w>-1l try t- »-xpr>-ss mys>-If »-n s»-m»-
m=-d>- H-f 1D -1 H-rt H-s fr-"-ly 2-s »- c-n Hnd H-s wh-lly »-s »- cH-n,
us-ng f-r my d-f>+ncH- th- H-nly Hrms H HlH»w mysHIf t) us»F—
s-17-ncH-, x>~ »-nd cunn’-ng.

Cr-nly s-2-2)-d h»>=s »-rm »-nd st>>>-r>-d h>»m r)-und s s t>- [9->)-d
h-m b2-ck tw>-rds LH>->-sH>+n PI-rk. H)- I9-ugh>-d H-Im)-st sl>-ly 2-nd
pr-sso-d St-ph>-n’s H-rm w>-th H-n H-Id>-r’s H-ff>-ct>->-n.

—Cunn>-ng H-nd=>->-d! h>>- s2->-d. »-s Dt y>-u? Y -u p->-r p>->-t, y>-u!



—-nd y»-u m>-d> m=- c-nf>-ss t3- y>-u, St>ph>-n s->-d, thr-lI"-d by
h=-s t3-uch, D-s 2~ h)-v)- c»-nfr-ss-d - y=-u s m>-ny »-th>-r tho-ngs,
h2-v>- - nH-t?

—Y s, my ch?-1d, Cr-nly s2-2-d, st-1l g7»->-ly.

—Y-u m>-d>- m=- c-nf-ss th)- f-)-rs th-t H- h--v-)-. But »- w1l t)-l
y-u 1> whd-t D= d)- nd-t ). ) d) n-t B-r - b H1)»n) H-r
t9- b= spurna-d f-r H-nd-th-r H-r t3 v wh-t>vI-r > h)-v)- t)-
[D-2-v>-. -nd = >m nH-t H>fr>H-d > m*kd» > mI>strkI-, »vHn H»
gr--t m-st)-k>-, - -f-12-ng m>-st>-k>-, »-nd p>-rh>-ps »-s I7-ng s
-ty t)-.

Cra-nly, n=w gr-v>»- 2-g2--n, sl?-w>-d h-s p»-c?> »-nd s»-»-d:

—>1-n)-, quAr-t> H-1-nP>-. Y)-u h-v ) n)- f--r H-f th)-t. H-nd y>-u
kn2-w wh>-t th)-t w-rd m=>--ns? N>-t »-nly t- b s>p>-r>-t>- fr>-m H-I|
»-th=-rs but t>- h>-v>)- -t »-v>>-n »-n>- frH->-nd.

— Wl t-k2- tho- r)-sk, so->-d St)-ph>-n.

—-nd nH-t = h-v>- -ny H-n>- pH-rsH-n, Cr-nly s2->-d, wh- w>-uld
b m=>-r>- th>-n D fr>->-nd, m>-r>- H-v>-n th>-n th»- n>-bl>-st H-nd tru’-st
fr--nd - m>-n H-v>-r h)-d.

H»-s wa-rds s->m»>-d t9- h-v)- struck s»»-m=- d?>->-p ch’-rd »-n h>-s
»-wn n-tur)-. HH-d h?- spH-k>-n H>-f h-msH-If, >-f h-msH-If s h)- wd-s
“»-r w-sh>-d t9- b-? St2-ph>-n w»-tch>-d h-s f-c>- F)-r s»m> m>»-m=-nts
2-n s»-1-ncH>-. > cXld s»-dnr-ss wd-s th)-r>-. HI> h)>d spr-kH»n H-f
ha-ms>-If, »-f h)-s H-wn [-n>-12-n»-ss wh-ch h>- f->-r)-d.

—-f wh=m »-r)- y»-u sp->-k>-ng? St=-ph>-n »-sk>-d »-t I’-ngth.
Cr-nly d»-d n9-t H>-nsw»-r.

M-2-rch 20. L-ng t9-1k w>-th Cr-nly »-n th- subj»-ct H>-f my r)-v>)-It.

H>- h>-d h»-s gr)-nd m>-nn>-r H-n. - suppl>- H-nd sur-v>-. H-tt)-ck>-d
m- Hn th> scrr» HFf Pv)> Prr Fnd)’s mrthdr. Tr-H-d -
H-m-gH-n>- h=s mH-th>-r: c-nnH-t. TH-1d m=>- H-ncH-, >-n > m>+-mH>-nt H-f
th-ughtl?-ssn"-ss, h=-s f-th-r w>-s s-xty>-n>- wh>-n h>- w>-s b>-rn. C»-n
S h-m. Str-ng f-rm>-r typ=-. P»-pp>-r »-nd s-1t sum-t. Squr-ro- f-)-t.
Unk>-mpt, gr)-zzI»-d b>->-rd. Pr)-b>-bly »-tt-nds c)-urs-ng m>-tch»-s.
P-ys h>=s du>-s r-gul?-rly but n2)-t plo-nt)-fully t> F>-th>-r Dwy»-r »-f



L-rr-s. S»ma-trm-s t-lks = go-ris H-ftd-r n)-ghtt>-Il. But h-s
m»>-th>-r? V>-ry y2-ung »-r vo-ry »-1d? H>-rdly th- f-rst. >-f s, Cr-nly
w-uld n-t h)-v)- sp-k>+n s h) d>-d. »-Id th)-n. Pra-b>-bly, »-nd
n-gl-ct>-d. H>nc)>- Crd-nly’s d-sp->r H-f s-ul: th)- ch)ld »>-f
F-xh>-ust)-d I->-ns.

M>-rch 21, m-rn-ng. Tha-ught tho-s »-n b>)-d [9-st n)-ght but w>-s t)->-
[D-zy H-nd fro-) - H-dd ) H+t. Fro-)-, y>-s. Th» Hxhd-ust>-d [H-)ns
- th-s> H+f HD»z)»b>th Hnd ZH-cchdry. Thn h>» s th)-
pra-curs?-r. »-t+m: h>- H-)-ts ch»->-fly b)-lly b>-c-n H-nd dr-»>-d f>-gs.
R-2-d I?-custs »-nd w>-Id h)-n>-y. H-Is-, wh>-n th-nk>-ng >-f h>-m, sP»w
- lw-ys - strrn sFva-r-d ho--d H-r dH->-th m-sk »-s H-f H-utl>-n>-d
2N )= gr)-y curt-n H-r va-r-na-c-. DI-cH-1-t-n th-y el H-t H»n
th>- f>1d. Puzzl-d f-r th»- m>-m>-nt by s>--nt JH-hn -t th)- LH>-t>n
gt Wha-t d>- = s»-? = d>-c-lID-t-d pro-curs?-r try»-ng t>- p-ck
th=- 19)-ck.

Mrch 21, n-ght. Fra-2-. S9-ul fro-- »-nd f-ncy fro->-. LIt th)- d>-»-d
bury th- d9-2-d. »-y. J-nd I9-t th)- d>>-d m>-rry th- d>->-d.

M#-rch 22. -n c>mp>ny w=-th Lynch f-lI9-w>d > sH»+zH>bl)-
h>-sp>-t>-1 nurs?-. Lynch’s H-d-2-. D?-si»-k»> »-t. Tw- I?-)n hungry
gr-yh>-unds wa-1k>-ng »-ft>-r > h)->-r.

M>-rch 23. H)-v>)- n)-t s9-)-n h)-r s-nc)- tho-t n-ght. Unw»-11? SH-ts H-t
th>- £>r- p-rh-ps w-th m=>mm>-’s sh>wl -n h>-r sh>-uld>-rs. But n)-t
p»->-v-sh. 2 n)-c)- bdwl H-f gru-1? WH-n’t y>-u n)-w?

M-rch 24. B-g2-n w»-th »- d2-scuss?>->-n w-th my m=-th>-r. Subj)-ct:
B.V.M. H?-nd»-c?»-pp>-d by my s»-x =-nd y»-uth. T -sc-p»>- h>-Id up
r-1-t)>+ns b-tw->-n J-sus H-nd P-p>- H-g>I-nst th-s) bH>-tw>->-n
M>-ry H-nd h>r s>n. SH+>+d r>IH-g>>+n wHs nHt > ly>ng-)-n
h2-sp>-t-1. M>-th>-r »-ndulg>-nt. SH»->-d > h>-v>>- - qu>->-r m>-nd »-nd
h-v> r»>-d t>>» much. N>t tru-. HI>v>» r->d Pt »H-nd
und=>-rst>>-d I2-ss. Th-n sh> s»+>-d » w>-uld c>m>- b-ck t- f>->-th
b-c-us?>- H- h)-d D~ r)-stld-ss m>-nd. Ths m>--ns t)- 1*)»--v>)- church by
b)-ckd»>r Hf sFn H»nd - +nt>r thrrugh th)- skyl)-ght H-f
PFpntHncd>-. CHnnd-t rp>nt. TId hr s>+ H>nd Hsk>+d -r
S»xp-nc-. G-t thr--p>-nc)-.

Th-n wH-nt t9- cH-11-g»-. H-th>-r wr-ngl»- w»-th [9-ttl»- rH-und h>->-d
r-gu=-’s >y Gh-zz>-. Th-s th-m=>- »-b>-ut Brun=- th-- N>-I1"-n. B)-g->-n
-n H-t>-1--n »-nd »-nd>-d »-n p>-dg>-n »-ngl>-sh. H>- s»--d Brun>- w>H-s



> t>red-bl- hr>-t)c. - s+)»d h>» whs t>rrd)-bly burnd-d. H)-
F-gr)--d t)- th-s w-th s»m>- srrd-w. Th-n g-v:> m>»- r-cH-pd- fH-r
wh-t h2- c-lIs r st~ -1+~ b Arg-m+Hsc»-. Wha-n h)- pra-n2-unc)-s
F- s-ft 2-h>- prd-trud-s ha-s full cH-rm-1 [H-ps »H-s H-f h)- kI-ss?-d th)-
V=Wl H-s h)-? »-nd c)-uld h)- r-p>-nt? Y>-s, h=- c)-uld: »-nd cry tw>-
ry-und r)-gu-’s t-rs, H-n>- fr-m H->-ch Fy»-.

Cr)-ss?-ng St-ph>-n’s, th-t »-s, my Gr)->-n, r+-m>mb>-r)-d th)-t h»-s
c-untrym=-n »-nd n-t m>-n>- h>-d H-nv>-nt-d wh>-t Cr-nly th>- »-th>-r
na-ght c)-11-d D-ur r-1)-g->-n. - quI-rt)-t H-f th+m, s>+-1d>->-rs H-f th)-
n>-n>-tys-vr-nth H-nfH-ntry r-g-m=>-nt, st H-t th- -t H-f th- cr-ss
»-nd t)-ss-d up d-c- - tho- FvI-rcH->-t H-f tho- crucH-f>->-d.

W-nt t3- [D-br)-ry. Tr-2-d t9- r->-d thr)->- r-vI>->-ws. Us-I1D-ss. Sh)-
=S -t H-ut yH-t. -m = H1-rm>-d? H-b>-ut wh>-t? Th-t sh>- w1l n-v>H-r
b~ »-ut H»-gH>Hn.

B~k wr-t)-:
» wH-nd=>-r »-f W-119-2-m B>-nd wH-ll d>>-
F-r -ssurd-dly h»- 2-s v¥-ry H-Il.

15, p->-r WH-l17->-m!

»= WS ncH- -t - dFr-m- H-n RI-tund>)-. -t th- H-nd wH-r)-
p-cturd-s H-f b)-g n)-bs. »m=-ng th-m W>-11"->m H-w>-rt Gl?-dst)-n»)-,
just tho-n d>-2-d. »-rch-str)- pl-y>-d -, W1}~ w- hv - m-ss»d
yA-u.

- r)-c)- H-f clH-dh-pp-rs!

M#-rch 25, m-rn-ng. »~ tr-ubl?-d n?-ght H-f dr-»>ms. W>-nt t>- g -t
th-m »-ff my ch>-st.

2 I)-ng curv-ng g-11"-ry. Fr-m th)- fI--r H-sc)-nd p+-112-rs H-f dH-rk
v-p-urs. H-t -s p>--plI-d by th- >m-g>-s H-f -bul-us k-ngs, st >-n
st-n=-. Th»->-r h-nds »-r- f>-1d>-d up>-n th>->-r kn->-s H-n t>k>n H+f
W -n-ss -nd th--r H-y>-s ) d>rk»nd-d f-r th- H-rrd-rs H-f
m=-n g>- up b>-r)- th»m f-r H-v>>-r »-s d-rk v-p>-urs.

Stry-ng=- f-gurd-s H-dv>-ncH>- s fr-m - c»vH>-. Th-y H-rH nH-t s
>l s m>n. Hnd) dFHs nH-t sHrm ) sthnd quI-t HpH-rt frr-m
Fn-th-r. Th»r frcrs Hr)» phrsphd-rr-scrnt, wHth d>-rk)-r
str--ks. Th-y p)-r >t m>- >nd th)-r Hy>s s»+>m t) sk m)-
s-m»>-th>-ng. Th)-y d>- n2-t sp>--k.



M#-rch 30. Th2-s v >-n)ng Cr>nly w>s »n th) pHrch Hf th)
[D-br)-ry, pr-p>-s>ng > pr-bl-m t= DH>x>+n Hnd h>-r br-tho-r. »-
m>-th=>-r [D-t h>-r ch>-1d -1 »-nt>- th N>-12-. St>-1l h>-rp>-ng »-n th)-
m=-th=-r. - cr)-c-d>-1"- s9->-z2-d th- ch-Id. M>-th>-r H-sk-d -t b)-ck.
Cr-c-d>-1- s9->-d 2l r-ght »-f sh- t)-Id h»-m wh»-t h"~ w>-s g?->-ng
t)- d- w>-th th- ch2-1d, D=2t -t H-r n)-t H -t -t

Th»s mo-nt>-1)-ty, LH-p>-dus w>-uld sy, s H»-nd>->-d br)-d H-ut Hf
y>-ur mud by th== H-p2-r-t->-n H-f y>-ur sun.

-nd mH>-n">-? s H-t N>t t>>-? Th>-n H>-nt> N>~ mud w-th J)-t!
2-prH 1. D-s-pprox-vr- H-f th-s [D-st phr)-s-)-.

PproH 2. SH»w hdr drrnkng t>> H»nd HH>+tH+ng c>kIs HFn
J-hnst)-n’s, M>--n>-y »-nd »-’Bro->-n’s. RH>-th>-r, lynx->-y»>-d Lynch s»-w
h-r D-s w- p-ss-d. H>- t)-lIs m- Cr-nly w-s »H-nvH)-t-d th>-r)- by
bra-th=-r. D-d h>- bro-ng h>-s cr)-c-d>-1"-? »-s h>- th>>- sh>»-n=>-ng I7-ght
n»w? W, H- d-scr-vr-r-d h»m. D= pr-t)-st D d>-d. Sho>-n>-ng
qu--tly b-h"-nd - bush-1 H>-f W»-ckl>-w br-n.

2-prH 3. M-t D-v)-n D=t tho- c)-g»-r sh-p H-pp>-s)-t>- Fr-ndIH-t)-r’s
church. H?= w>-s 2-n »- bI)-ck sw>-2-t2-r »-nd h)-d 2~ hurl?-y st-ck. »-sk»-d
m>- w)-s Dt tru- > wrs g>>ng >w>y >nd why. TH-Id h-m th)-
sha-rt)-st w-y t» Tr)> whsvi-2-HI-lyh-->-d. Just th-n my f)-th)-r
c-m»- up. >ntrd-duct)-H-n. FH-th>-r p-12-t> H>+nd H-bsH+rvH-nt. »H-sk>-d
D»-v>-n »-f h)- m>-ght H-fF>-r h->-m sH»+m=»- r>-fr-shm>-nt. D>-v>-n cH-uld
n)-t, w-s g»--ng t>- > m>>-t>ng. Wh>-n w>- cHr-m>- H»wHy fH-th)-r
t3-Id m»- h- h-d »- g?»->-d h)-n>)-st >-y>-. H>-sk)-d m>- why »- d>-d n)-t
j=n 2 r-w-ng club. H- pra-t)-nd=>-d t3- th-nk H-t H-v>-r. T)-Id m»- th>-n
h-w h)= br-k>- P>nnyf>>-th>-r’s h->-rt. WHnts m>»- t r»->-d ID-w.
S-ys - w-s cut H-ut fH-r th-t. M>-r- mud, m>-r>- cro-cH-d>-1")-s.

PproH 5. W»-Id spro-ng. Scudd=-ng cl?-uds. - -1 D-rk str->m »-f
sw-rl=-ng b-gw=-t-r »-n wh>-ch H-ppl-tr)---s h=-v=>- c)-st d-wn th>--r
d-1-c>-t fIywH-rs. HyHs Hf gh-rls »m>ng th) I»>+v)s. GHrls
d>mur)- H-nd r>mp>>-ng. Il H>>-r H-r H-uburn: N> dH-rk Hn>-s. Th)y
blush b»-tt-r. H?)-up-I1>-!

Ppro- 6. CHrre-nly sh- rFm>mb-rs th)- pr-st. Lynch sys »-li
w=m»>-n d-. Th-n sh)- rH»-m>mb)-rs th- t3-m>- H-f h>-r ch’-Idh>->-d—
»-nd m>-n>- H-f - wIs H>vI-r »- ch>-1d. Th)- p>-st s c>-nsum>-d »-n th>)-
pr-so-nt »-nd th>>- pr)-s>-nt »-s I-v-ng »-nly b-c-us>- -t br-ngs fH-rth
th>)- futur)-. St>-tu=-s »-f w>»m»-n, H>-f Lynch b~ r)-ght, sh>-uld H-lw>-ys b>-



fully dr-p-d, »-n- h-nd H-f th- w>»m>-n f>)12-ng r-gr-tfully h)-r
~»-wn h-nd»-r pH-rts.

PproH 6, 1. Ma-ch>>1 RIFbIrtrs rmr-m>+mbr-rs f-rgo-tt)-n
b>-"-uty »-nd, wh>-n h>-s »-rms wr>-p h>-r r)-und, h>- pr)>-ss»-s 2-n h>-s
»-rms th=- 19-v>-1")-n">-ss wh>-ch h>-s [9-ng f>-d>-d fro-m th-- w>-rld. N>-t
th>)-s. N-t -t -1l. - d>-s)-r)- t- pr-ss H-n my H-rms th>- D-v>)-1">-n»-ss
wh>-ch h=-s n2)-t y»-t c-m»- H-nt>- th>- w>-rld.

Ppr-H 10, F--ntly, und>-r tho- h>-"-vy n>-ght, thr)-ugh th>- s2-1"-nc»)-
»-f th- c)-ty wh)-ch h=-s turn"-d fr>-m dr->-ms t)- dr)->-ml>-ss sl->-p »-s
D> Wry [D-va-r wh-m n)- cr)-ss-s m-v-, th)- sH-und »-f h-»-fs
up?-n th= r->-d. N)-t s f»ntly n-w s th)-y c>Fm>= n)->-r th)-
bra-dg=-; »-nd H-n > m>m>-nt, »-s th-y p>-ss th>- d>-rk»+n>-d w>-nd»>-ws,
th- s-1-nc>- s cl-v>n by H-I>-rm s by »-n Hrr>w. Thr -y HFr)-
h»2-rd n-w -1 H»-w>-y, h-2-fs tho-t sh>>-n>- »-m=-d th>- h>->-vy n>)-ght
»-s g»ms, hurry=-ng b>-y>-nd th>)- sI»->-p>-ng f-Ids t>- wh>-t j»-urn>-y’s
»>-nd—wh>-t ho--rt?—b>->-r>-ng wh>-t t>-d>-ngs?

PproH 11, R-9-d wha-t - wrd-t)- [9-st n)-ght. V-gu> wd-rds fH-r -
v-gud- »m-t-)-n. W-uld sh?- 19~k H-t? »- tho-nk s-. Th>-n »- sh>-uld
ha-v)- t- [k -t »-Is)-.

Ppr>H 13. Tha-t tund=-sh h=2-s b>2-n »-n my m>-nd f-r - I7-ng t>-m»)-.
- [9--k-d -t up H-nd f-nd -t >-ngl?-sh »-nd g»>->-d »-Id blunt H-ngl>-sh
t>--. D>»mn th)- d>->-n H-f stud>>-s »-nd h>-s funn>-1! Wh>-t d>-d h>-
c»-m= h-r)- f)-r t9- t)--ch us h>=s H~wn I-ngur-g=>- H-r t5- I)-rn H-t
fr-m us. D-mn h»m »-n>)- w-y H-r th)- H-th)-r!

P-pr-H 14. J»-hn H-Iph-nsus Mulr-nn>-n h>-s just r-turn=-d fr>-m th>-
w=st 2= H-r)=1>nd. H-ur>-p>--n H-nd H-s>H-t3-c pH-p-rs plH->s> cHpy.
H»- t)-1d us h» m»-t »-n »-1d m>-n th>-r>- »-n » m>-unt>>-n cH>-b>-n. »-Id
ma-n h)-d r>d Hy>s H»nd shdrt pFp>. Hld mH*+n spr+k) Hr)-sh.
Mulr=nn>-n sp-k> »-r)-sh. Th>-n »-Id m>-n Hnd Mulr-nn>-n spr>-k>-
“-ngl=-sh. Mulr-nn=-n sp>-k>- t=- h--m »-b>-ut un>-v>>-rs>- »-nd st>-rs. »-Id
m=-n sH-t, -st>n>-d, sm>-k>-d, sp-t. Th>-n s-»-d:

—=h, th2-r- must b= t>-rr-bl>- qu)->-r cr-"-tur>-s »-t th)- [H-tt>-r »-nd
- th>- w-rld.

D= f-r h-m. D= 9)-r h-s r>-dr>-mm=>-d h)-rny H-y>-s. H-t »-s w-th
h»-m =~ must struggl?- -1l thr)-ugh th>-s n2)-ght t-1l d>-y c>m»-, t>-1l h»)-
1 = =) d»)-d, gr-pp-ng h-m by th= s»n>-wy thr->-t t-11... T
wha-t? TH-11 h"- y-2-Id - m»>-? N>~. »- m>->-n n>- h>-rm.



Ppr-H 15. M-t h-r t-d>-y p>>-nt blH-nk Hn Gr-ft-n Str->-t. Th)-
cr)-wd bro-ught us t-g»-th=-r. W>>+ b>-th st>-pp>-d. Sh>- »-sk>>-d m>- why »-
n»-vo-r cFma-, $»-d sh ha-d h--rd -1l s-rts H-f std-r>->-s H-b»-ut
m=-. Th»=s w>-s H-nly t3>- g>--n t>m>-. »-sk+d m> wr-s D wr-t)ng
p-2-ms? H-b-ut wh>m? - »-sk-d h>-r. Tho-s c»-nfus?-d h>-r m>-r>- »-nd
» P>t s¥rry »nd mH>»n. Turnd-d H-ff th-t v I-Iv)>- -t Hnc) Hnd
Fprnd-d th-  sprr-tud-l-h-r-"-c  r-fr-gH-r-t-ng H-ppH-ro-tus,
Fnvr-nt)-d  >nd  prt>nt>d Hn Il cuntrs by  DHInt)-
»1-gh»->-r)-. Trlkr+d rr-pH>-dly »>-f mysH>+If »-nd my pl>-ns. »-n th>)-
ma-dst -f >t unluck-ly > m>-d> > sudd>n gI-stur) Hf >
rva-lutd>-nd-ry nd-turd-. > must h-vy [D-)»kH-d k> > P-lIH-w
thr-w=-ng - h-ndful H-f p>2>-s H-nt)- th- >I)-r. PH»>-pl>- b>-g>n t)-
-k 2t us. Sh- sho->-k h>-nds - m>»m>-nt H-ft>r »-nd, H>-n g>->-ng
Wy, s--d sh>- h-p>-d - w>-uld d»- wh>-t H- s--d.

N>>-w - c-1l th)-t fr)--ndly, d>-n’t y>-u?

Y-s, > -k>-d ho-r t)-d-y. H I)-tth>- H-r much? D>-n’t knH-w. - I9-kI-d
h=-r 2-nd »-t s9->ms - n>-w f>>-1"-ng t> m>-. Th>-n, »-n th-t cH-s>-, H-l
th- r)-st, H-1l th"-t 7~ th"-ught - th-ught H-nd H-11 th>-t - -1t H- f-1t, H-1l
th=)- r-st b)-f-r- n)-w, »H-n f-ct... »-, g=-v>- »-tup, »-Id ch>-p! SIH->-p -t
H-ffl

2-praH 16. F-wH-yl Hwh-y!

Th- sp>-Il H»-f H-rms Hnd v>--c)-s: th) whh-t)> Hrms H-f r---ds,
th-2-r pr-m>>-s> H-f cIs>+ H»mbro-c)-s H-nd th)- bl)-ck Hrms H-f t)-l
sh-ps tho-t st-nd g>>nst th)- mI>n, th)>Hr 1> Hf dIstnt
n-t>-ns. Tha=y H-r) h-ld H-ut > sHy: Wk rr H-I-nr—cHr-ma)-.
H-nd th- v--c)-s s>y w-th th-m: W= H-r)- y>-ur k-nsm=-n. H-nd th)-
D1 »-s th-ck w»-th th-2-r c>mp>>ny »-s th-y -l > mD-, th-)-r
K>-nsm=-n, m>-k>-ng r>->-dy t> g>-, sh>-k>ng th>- wIngs »-f th)->-r
H-xult)-nt H-nd t-rr)-bl>- y>-uth.

#-prH 26. MA-th?-r H-s puttd>ng my n)-w s»-cH>ndh>-nd clH-th’-s »-n
H-rd>-r. Sh>- pr)-ys nFw, sh- s)-ys, th-t > m>-y I--rn H-n my H-wn |-~
»-nd >w-y fr-m h>»m=- »-nd fr--nds wh>-t th>- h>->-rt s »-nd wh»-t
Ht PFls. »mrn. S b >t WA-lerm-, > -1 - g )
>-ne-untyr - r th- meli--nth tF-m)-  th)- Pty Hf
»XpHr>H+ncH> »nd - Prrgd -n thd sm-thy H>f my sHul th)-
uncr-"-t2-d c-nsc->-ncH- Hf my r)-c>)-.



PproH 27. H-1d -th)-r, H-1d H-rt>-f>-cH-r, st>nd m> nHw H-nd FvH-r
“»-n g--d st--d.
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Post Script

Sunus yazilari veya sons6z genelde bir kitabin bashgi ile ayni dilde olurlar. Ama bu
kitap dil ile ilgili deneysel bir sey, dolayisi ile aligilageldik bir tutarlilik igermesi
gerekmiyor. ikinci baski icin yeniden yazdigim satirlari ilave bir son s6z metni olarak
dusundrken, farkl bir sey de denemeye karar verdim. Zaten konumuz geviri ve
merakli okur da bu kuguk detay! bir sekilde asar diye dusunudyorum. Onun igin yazis
serbest, farkli bir dil tercihi yapacagim. ikinci baskiyi hazirlamak durumunda kalmak
da benzeri bir sebep tasiyor dolayisi ile her iki bagliktan da kisaca bahsedecegim.

Ik baskiyi cevrimigi olarak ve Create Space servislerini kullanarak gevrimigi olarak
hazirlamistim. Bogazigi Universitesi kantininde iki saat iginde projeyi hazirlayip
yayinlamistim. Su anda elimde tuttugum referans kitap da Bogazigi Universitesi
kitiphanesinden ddiing alindi. ingiltere’de print on demand olarak Amazon.co.uk Ltd
Marston Gate tarafindan basiimis.

Aslinda proje Tiirkge ve ingilizce arasinda farkli sayilarda sesli harf oldugunu fark
etmem vesilesiyle basladi. Bildiginiz gibi Turkcede 8 sesli harf varken, (a, e, 1, i, u, G,
0, U) Ingilizcede bu sayi 5’e dislyor (a, e, i, 0, u). Bu yaziy1 okuyabiliyorsaniz
bildiginiz gibi ana dilimiz Tdrkge UnlU harf agisindan zengindir. Fakat dinyadaki
egemen dil olan ingilizce de bir sekilde Unlii sayisini diger dillere dayatir. Ozellikle
elektronik ortam ve internet bu konuda acimasizdir. Ornegin Windows bu metinde
bile soyadimda hata oldugunu altini ¢izerek vurguluyor.

Bunun bedelini 6demek durumunda kalacagimizi ilk olarak soyadimdaki a harfinin
sapkasinin gitmesi ile fark ettim! Bu durum ilk basta glzel Turk¢ede, kendi igimizde
yasadigimiz bir erozyon gibi hissedildi. Modernitenin kaginilmaz bir etkisi gibi. Fakat
ikinci buyuk kayip, soyadimdaki ‘v’ harfinin Gzerindeki noktalarin ugmasiyla kendini
gOsterince konunun vahametini daha yakindan hissettim. Kuresellesme tek bir
alfabeyi bizlere dayatiyordu ve bu iste piyango donlp dolasip benim ismime
vuruyordu.

Peki, gollU bir beraberlik mimkin mudur? Elinizde tuttugunuz kitap bir rovang
denemesi kesinlikle degildir. Dillerden révans alinir mi ki hig? Révans yine yabanci
kékenli, Fransizcadan édiing alinmis bir kelime oldugu icin belki de ingilizcede ki
“artists’ response” (sanatgi cevabi) terimini burada kullanmak lazim...

Diller arasi bir diyalog hayal ettigim icin, kendi bagina yeni bir dil yaratmig oldugu
soylenen James Joyce’un bir metinini kullanarak bir proje yapmaya karar verdim.
Unli Sanatginin Bir Geng Adam Olarak Portresi baghkli romanin ingilizcesini, A

Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man (1916) baslikli romanin segtim. Bu proje igin
metni The Project Gutenberg eBook adli yayinindan alip donusturerek kullandim.



Gorsel sanatlardan konuya yaklastigim igin de surece yazi resim iligkisi agisindan
baktim. Dil ve bunun gorsellestiriimesi hali hazirda Gzerinde galistigim bir alan. Metni
farkli bir yapita donustururken sesli harfler yerine bir resim veya emoji kullanmak

istedim ve bir ugagi simgeleyen “»-” U+2708 unicode karakter kullandim.

ingilizcedeki dort sesli harfi 4 ayni ugcak imgesiyle degistirdim. U harfini koruyarak
soyadimdaki degisimin altini gcizmek istedim. Modernist sitilde yazilmis bu
Klnstlerroman’ bir Zeitgendssische Kinstler olarak (¢evrimici) yorumlayarak post
post modern bir deneme yapmis oldugumu dusunuyorum.

Kitabin ilk baskisi Create Space uzerinden basilimigti. Fakat Turkiye Pay Pal
sisteminden ¢ikinca sistem bizim igin galismamaya basladi ve kitap yayindan dastu.
Sonug olarak diyebiliriz ki yerelin kireselden (iligkilerden, yaristan) kopusu sadece
kUreselin (erozyonu) yuzunden degildir.

Genco Giulan

Asya ve Avrupa arasinda, 2021



Portrait of the Artist
as the Young Man

GENCO GULAN

This book, “The Portrait of the Artist as the Young

Man“ is an experimental novel by contemporary artist Genco
Gulan. To create this conceptual visual text, Gulan used James
,Joyce’s book ‘A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man’

Almost a century later, in 2013, Gulan rewrote the text using
online and offline software, published it and created this - what we
may call a new media art piece. While appropriating the literary
material, Genco Gulan - whose name is translated as ‘a young
man’ from Turkish - played with the concept of translation and its
Impossibility, with an indirect reference to Umberto Eco

The final product, this book as an object, is considered as an
edition of a contemporary art piece and a self-portrait

createspace”
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