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Ch✈pt✈r ✈ 

✈nc✈ up✈n ✈ t✈m✈ ✈nd ✈ v✈ry g✈✈d t✈m✈ ✈t w✈s th✈r✈ w✈s 
✈ m✈✈c✈w c✈m✈ng d✈wn ✈l✈ng th✈ r✈✈d ✈nd th✈s m✈✈c✈w 
th✈t w✈s c✈m✈ng d✈wn ✈l✈ng th✈ r✈✈d m✈t ✈ n✈c✈ns l✈ttl✈ b✈y 
n✈m✈d b✈by tuck✈✈... 

H✈s f✈th✈r t✈ld h✈m th✈t st✈ry: h✈s f✈th✈r l✈✈k✈d ✈t h✈m 
thr✈ugh ✈ gl✈ss: h✈ h✈d ✈ h✈✈ry f✈c✈. 

H✈ w✈s b✈by tuck✈✈. Th✈ m✈✈c✈w c✈m✈ d✈wn th✈ r✈✈d 
wh✈r✈ B✈tty Byrn✈ l✈v✈d: sh✈ s✈ld l✈m✈n pl✈tt. 

✈, th✈ w✈ld r✈s✈ bl✈ss✈ms 
✈n th✈ l✈ttl✈ gr✈✈n pl✈c✈. 

H✈ s✈ng th✈t s✈ng. Th✈t w✈s h✈s s✈ng. 

✈, th✈ gr✈✈n w✈th✈ b✈th✈th. 

Wh✈n y✈u w✈t th✈ b✈d, f✈rst ✈t ✈s w✈rm th✈n ✈t g✈ts c✈ld. H✈s 
m✈th✈r put ✈n th✈ ✈✈lsh✈✈t. Th✈t h✈d th✈ qu✈✈r sm✈ll. 



H✈s m✈th✈r h✈d ✈ n✈c✈r sm✈ll th✈n h✈s f✈th✈r. Sh✈ pl✈y✈d ✈n 
th✈ p✈✈n✈ th✈ s✈✈l✈r’s h✈rnp✈p✈ f✈r h✈m t✈ d✈nc✈. H✈ 
d✈nc✈d: 

Tr✈l✈l✈ l✈l✈, 
Tr✈l✈l✈ tr✈l✈l✈ddy, 
Tr✈l✈l✈ l✈l✈, 
Tr✈l✈l✈ l✈l✈. 

Uncl✈ Ch✈rl✈s ✈nd D✈nt✈ cl✈pp✈d. Th✈y w✈r✈ ✈ld✈r th✈n h✈s 
f✈th✈r ✈nd m✈th✈r but uncl✈ Ch✈rl✈s w✈s ✈ld✈r th✈n D✈nt✈. 

D✈nt✈ h✈d tw✈ brush✈s ✈n h✈r pr✈ss. Th✈ brush w✈th th✈ m✈r✈✈n 
v✈lv✈t b✈ck w✈s f✈r M✈ch✈✈l D✈v✈tt ✈nd th✈ brush w✈th th✈ 
gr✈✈n v✈lv✈t b✈ck w✈s f✈r P✈rn✈ll. D✈nt✈ g✈v✈ h✈m ✈ c✈ch✈u 
✈v✈ry t✈m✈ h✈ br✈ught h✈r ✈ p✈✈c✈ ✈f t✈ssu✈ p✈p✈r. 

Th✈ V✈nc✈s l✈v✈d ✈n numb✈r s✈v✈n. Th✈y h✈d ✈ d✈ff✈r✈nt 
f✈th✈r ✈nd m✈th✈r. Th✈y w✈r✈ ✈✈l✈✈n’s f✈th✈r ✈nd m✈th✈r. 
Wh✈n th✈y w✈r✈ gr✈wn up h✈ w✈s g✈✈ng t✈ m✈rry ✈✈l✈✈n. H✈ 
h✈d und✈r th✈ t✈bl✈. H✈s m✈th✈r s✈✈d: 

—✈, St✈ph✈n w✈ll ✈p✈l✈g✈s✈. 
D✈nt✈ s✈✈d: 
—✈, ✈f n✈t, th✈ ✈✈gl✈s w✈ll c✈m✈ ✈nd pull ✈ut h✈s ✈y✈s.— 

Pull ✈ut h✈s ✈y✈s, 
✈p✈l✈g✈s✈, 
✈p✈l✈g✈s✈, 
Pull ✈ut h✈s ✈y✈s. 
 
✈p✈l✈g✈s✈, 
Pull ✈ut h✈s ✈y✈s, 
Pull ✈ut h✈s ✈y✈s, 
✈p✈l✈g✈s✈. 

 

Th✈ w✈d✈ pl✈ygr✈unds w✈r✈ sw✈rm✈ng w✈th b✈ys. ✈ll w✈r✈ 
sh✈ut✈ng ✈nd th✈ pr✈f✈cts urg✈d th✈m ✈n w✈th str✈ng cr✈✈s. Th✈ 
✈v✈n✈ng ✈✈r w✈s p✈l✈ ✈nd ch✈lly ✈nd ✈ft✈r ✈v✈ry ch✈rg✈ ✈nd 
thud ✈f th✈ f✈✈tb✈ll✈rs th✈ gr✈✈sy l✈✈th✈r ✈rb fl✈w l✈k✈ ✈ 
h✈✈vy b✈rd thr✈ugh th✈ gr✈y l✈ght. H✈ k✈pt ✈n th✈ fr✈ng✈ ✈f h✈s 
l✈n✈, ✈ut ✈f s✈ght ✈f h✈s pr✈f✈ct, ✈ut ✈f th✈ r✈✈ch ✈f th✈ rud✈ 



f✈✈t, f✈✈gn✈ng t✈ run n✈w ✈nd th✈n. H✈ f✈lt h✈s b✈dy sm✈ll ✈nd 
w✈✈k ✈m✈d th✈ thr✈ng ✈f th✈ pl✈y✈rs ✈nd h✈s ✈y✈s w✈r✈ w✈✈k 
✈nd w✈t✈ry. R✈dy K✈ckh✈m w✈s n✈t l✈k✈ th✈t: h✈ w✈uld b✈ 
c✈pt✈✈n ✈f th✈ th✈rd l✈n✈ ✈ll th✈ f✈ll✈ws s✈✈d. 

R✈dy K✈ckh✈m w✈s ✈ d✈c✈nt f✈ll✈w but N✈sty R✈ch✈ w✈s ✈ 
st✈nk. R✈dy K✈ckh✈m h✈d gr✈✈v✈s ✈n h✈s numb✈r ✈nd ✈ h✈mp✈r 
✈n th✈ r✈f✈ct✈ry. N✈sty R✈ch✈ h✈d b✈g h✈nds. H✈ c✈ll✈d th✈ 
Fr✈d✈y pudd✈ng d✈g-✈n-th✈-bl✈nk✈t. ✈nd ✈n✈ d✈y h✈ h✈d 
✈sk✈d: 

—Wh✈t ✈s y✈ur n✈m✈? 
St✈ph✈n h✈d ✈nsw✈r✈d: St✈ph✈n D✈d✈lus. 
Th✈n N✈sty R✈ch✈ h✈d s✈✈d: 
—Wh✈t k✈nd ✈f ✈ n✈m✈ ✈s th✈t? 
✈nd wh✈n St✈ph✈n h✈d n✈t b✈✈n ✈bl✈ t✈ ✈nsw✈r N✈sty R✈ch✈ 

h✈d ✈sk✈d: 
—Wh✈t ✈s y✈ur f✈th✈r? 
St✈ph✈n h✈d ✈nsw✈r✈d: 
—✈ g✈ntl✈m✈n. 
Th✈n N✈sty R✈ch✈ h✈d ✈sk✈d: 
—✈s h✈ ✈ m✈g✈str✈t✈? 
H✈ cr✈pt ✈b✈ut fr✈m p✈✈nt t✈ p✈✈nt ✈n th✈ fr✈ng✈ ✈f h✈s 

l✈n✈, m✈k✈ng l✈ttl✈ runs n✈w ✈nd th✈n. But h✈s h✈nds w✈r✈ blu✈sh 
w✈th c✈ld. H✈ k✈pt h✈s h✈nds ✈n th✈ s✈d✈ p✈ck✈ts ✈f h✈s b✈lt✈d 
gr✈y su✈t. Th✈t w✈s ✈ b✈lt r✈und h✈s p✈ck✈t. ✈nd b✈lt w✈s ✈ls✈ 
t✈ g✈v✈ ✈ f✈ll✈w ✈ b✈lt. ✈n✈ d✈y ✈ f✈ll✈w s✈✈d t✈ C✈ntw✈ll: 

—✈’d g✈v✈ y✈u such ✈ b✈lt ✈n ✈ s✈c✈nd. 
C✈ntw✈ll h✈d ✈nsw✈r✈d: 
—G✈ ✈nd f✈ght y✈ur m✈tch. G✈v✈ C✈c✈l Thund✈r ✈ b✈lt. ✈’d 

l✈k✈ t✈ s✈✈ y✈u. H✈’d g✈v✈ y✈u ✈ t✈✈ ✈n th✈ rump f✈r y✈urs✈lf. 
Th✈t w✈s n✈t ✈ n✈c✈ ✈xpr✈ss✈✈n. H✈s m✈th✈r h✈d t✈ld h✈m 

n✈t t✈ sp✈✈k w✈th th✈ r✈ugh b✈ys ✈n th✈ c✈ll✈g✈. N✈c✈ m✈th✈r! 
Th✈ f✈rst d✈y ✈n th✈ h✈ll ✈f th✈ c✈stl✈ wh✈n sh✈ h✈d s✈✈d 
g✈✈dby✈ sh✈ h✈d put up h✈r v✈✈l d✈ubl✈ t✈ h✈r n✈s✈ t✈ k✈ss 
h✈m: ✈nd h✈r n✈s✈ ✈nd ✈y✈s w✈r✈ r✈d. But h✈ h✈d pr✈t✈nd✈d 
n✈t t✈ s✈✈ th✈t sh✈ w✈s g✈✈ng t✈ cry. Sh✈ w✈s ✈ n✈c✈ m✈th✈r 
but sh✈ w✈s n✈t s✈ n✈c✈ wh✈n sh✈ cr✈✈d. ✈nd h✈s f✈th✈r h✈d 



g✈v✈n h✈m tw✈ f✈v✈-sh✈ll✈ng p✈✈c✈s f✈r p✈ck✈t m✈n✈y. ✈nd 
h✈s f✈th✈r h✈d t✈ld h✈m ✈f h✈ w✈nt✈d ✈nyth✈ng t✈ wr✈t✈ h✈m✈ 
t✈ h✈m ✈nd, wh✈t✈v✈r h✈ d✈d, n✈v✈r t✈ p✈✈ch ✈n ✈ f✈ll✈w. 
Th✈n ✈t th✈ d✈✈r ✈f th✈ c✈stl✈ th✈ r✈ct✈r h✈d sh✈k✈n h✈nds 
w✈th h✈s f✈th✈r ✈nd m✈th✈r, h✈s s✈ut✈n✈ flutt✈r✈ng ✈n th✈ 
br✈✈z✈, ✈nd th✈ c✈r h✈d dr✈v✈n ✈ff w✈th h✈s f✈th✈r ✈nd m✈th✈r 
✈n ✈t. Th✈y h✈d cr✈✈d t✈ h✈m fr✈m th✈ c✈r, w✈v✈ng th✈✈r h✈nds: 

—G✈✈dby✈, St✈ph✈n, g✈✈dby✈! 
—G✈✈dby✈, St✈ph✈n, g✈✈dby✈! 
H✈ w✈s c✈ught ✈n th✈ wh✈rl ✈f ✈ scr✈mm✈g✈ ✈nd, f✈✈rful ✈f 

th✈ fl✈sh✈ng ✈y✈s ✈nd muddy b✈✈ts, b✈nt d✈wn t✈ l✈✈k thr✈ugh 
th✈ l✈gs. Th✈ f✈ll✈ws w✈r✈ struggl✈ng ✈nd gr✈✈n✈ng ✈nd th✈✈r 
l✈gs w✈r✈ rubb✈ng ✈nd k✈ck✈ng ✈nd st✈mp✈ng. Th✈n J✈ck 
L✈wt✈n’s y✈ll✈w b✈✈ts d✈dg✈d ✈ut th✈ b✈ll ✈nd ✈ll th✈ ✈th✈r 
b✈✈ts ✈nd l✈gs r✈n ✈ft✈r. H✈ r✈n ✈ft✈r th✈m ✈ l✈ttl✈ w✈y ✈nd 
th✈n st✈pp✈d. ✈t w✈s us✈l✈ss t✈ run ✈n. S✈✈n th✈y w✈uld b✈ 
g✈✈ng h✈m✈ f✈r th✈ h✈l✈d✈ys. ✈ft✈r supp✈r ✈n th✈ study h✈ll h✈ 
w✈uld ch✈ng✈ th✈ numb✈r p✈st✈d up ✈ns✈d✈ h✈s d✈sk fr✈m 
s✈v✈ntys✈v✈n t✈ s✈v✈ntys✈x. 
✈t w✈uld b✈ b✈tt✈r t✈ b✈ ✈n th✈ study h✈ll th✈n ✈ut th✈r✈ ✈n th✈ 

c✈ld. Th✈ sky w✈s p✈l✈ ✈nd c✈ld but th✈r✈ w✈r✈ l✈ghts ✈n th✈ 
c✈stl✈. H✈ w✈nd✈r✈d fr✈m wh✈ch w✈nd✈w H✈m✈lt✈n R✈w✈n 
h✈d thr✈wn h✈s h✈t ✈n th✈ h✈h✈ ✈nd h✈d th✈r✈ b✈✈n fl✈w✈rb✈ds 
✈t th✈t t✈m✈ und✈r th✈ w✈nd✈ws. ✈n✈ d✈y wh✈n h✈ h✈d b✈✈n 
c✈ll✈d t✈ th✈ c✈stl✈ th✈ butl✈r h✈d sh✈wn h✈m th✈ m✈rks ✈f th✈ 
s✈ld✈✈rs’ slugs ✈n th✈ w✈✈d ✈f th✈ d✈✈r ✈nd h✈d g✈v✈n h✈m ✈ 
p✈✈c✈ ✈f sh✈rtbr✈✈d th✈t th✈ c✈mmun✈ty ✈t✈. ✈t w✈s n✈c✈ ✈nd 
w✈rm t✈ s✈✈ th✈ l✈ghts ✈n th✈ c✈stl✈. ✈t w✈s l✈k✈ s✈m✈th✈ng 
✈n ✈ b✈✈k. P✈rh✈ps L✈✈c✈st✈r ✈bb✈y w✈s l✈k✈ th✈t. ✈nd 
th✈r✈ w✈r✈ n✈c✈ s✈nt✈nc✈s ✈n D✈ct✈r C✈rnw✈ll’s Sp✈ll✈ng 
B✈✈k. Th✈y w✈r✈ l✈k✈ p✈✈try but th✈y w✈r✈ ✈nly s✈nt✈nc✈s t✈ 
l✈✈rn th✈ sp✈ll✈ng fr✈m. 

W✈ls✈y d✈✈d ✈n L✈✈c✈st✈r ✈bb✈y 
Wh✈r✈ th✈ ✈bb✈ts bur✈✈d h✈m. 
C✈nk✈r ✈s ✈ d✈s✈✈s✈ ✈f pl✈nts, 
C✈nc✈r ✈n✈ ✈f ✈n✈m✈ls. 



✈t w✈uld b✈ n✈c✈ t✈ l✈✈ ✈n th✈ h✈✈rthrug b✈f✈r✈ th✈ f✈r✈, 
l✈✈n✈ng h✈s h✈✈d up✈n h✈s h✈nds, ✈nd th✈nk ✈n th✈s✈ 
s✈nt✈nc✈s. H✈ sh✈v✈r✈d ✈s ✈f h✈ h✈d c✈ld sl✈my w✈t✈r n✈xt 
h✈s sk✈n. Th✈t w✈s m✈✈n ✈f W✈lls t✈ sh✈uld✈r h✈m ✈nt✈ th✈ 
squ✈r✈ d✈tch b✈c✈us✈ h✈ w✈uld n✈t sw✈p h✈s l✈ttl✈ snuffb✈x f✈r 
W✈lls’s s✈✈s✈n✈d h✈ck✈ng ch✈stnut, th✈ c✈nqu✈r✈r ✈f f✈rty. H✈w 
c✈ld ✈nd sl✈my th✈ w✈t✈r h✈d b✈✈n! ✈ f✈ll✈w h✈d ✈nc✈ s✈✈n ✈ 
b✈g r✈t jump ✈nt✈ th✈ scum. M✈th✈r w✈s s✈tt✈ng ✈t th✈ f✈r✈ w✈th 
D✈nt✈ w✈✈t✈ng f✈r Br✈g✈d t✈ br✈ng ✈n th✈ t✈✈. Sh✈ h✈d h✈r 
f✈✈t ✈n th✈ f✈nd✈r ✈nd h✈r j✈w✈lly sl✈pp✈rs w✈r✈ s✈ h✈t ✈nd 
th✈y h✈d such ✈ l✈v✈ly w✈rm sm✈ll! D✈nt✈ kn✈w ✈ l✈t ✈f th✈ngs. 
Sh✈ h✈d t✈ught h✈m wh✈r✈ th✈ M✈z✈mb✈qu✈ Ch✈nn✈l w✈s ✈nd 
wh✈t w✈s th✈ l✈ng✈st r✈v✈r ✈n ✈m✈r✈c✈ ✈nd wh✈t w✈s th✈ 
n✈m✈ ✈f th✈ h✈gh✈st m✈unt✈✈n ✈n th✈ m✈✈n. F✈th✈r ✈rn✈ll 
kn✈w m✈r✈ th✈n D✈nt✈ b✈c✈us✈ h✈ w✈s ✈ pr✈✈st but b✈th h✈s 
f✈th✈r ✈nd uncl✈ Ch✈rl✈s s✈✈d th✈t D✈nt✈ w✈s ✈ cl✈v✈r w✈m✈n 
✈nd ✈ w✈llr✈✈d w✈m✈n. ✈nd wh✈n D✈nt✈ m✈d✈ th✈t n✈✈s✈ 
✈ft✈r d✈nn✈r ✈nd th✈n put up h✈r h✈nd t✈ h✈r m✈uth: th✈t w✈s 
h✈✈rtburn. 
✈ v✈✈c✈ cr✈✈d f✈r ✈ut ✈n th✈ pl✈ygr✈und: 
—✈ll ✈n! 
Th✈n ✈th✈r v✈✈c✈s cr✈✈d fr✈m th✈ l✈w✈r ✈nd th✈rd l✈n✈s: 
—✈ll ✈n! ✈ll ✈n! 
Th✈ pl✈y✈rs cl✈s✈d ✈r✈und, flush✈d ✈nd muddy, ✈nd h✈ w✈nt 

✈m✈ng th✈m, gl✈d t✈ g✈ ✈n. R✈dy K✈ckh✈m h✈ld th✈ b✈ll by ✈ts 
gr✈✈sy l✈c✈. ✈ f✈ll✈w ✈sk✈d h✈m t✈ g✈v✈ ✈t ✈n✈ l✈st: but h✈ 
w✈lk✈d ✈n w✈th✈ut ✈v✈n ✈nsw✈r✈ng th✈ f✈ll✈w. S✈m✈n 
M✈✈n✈n t✈ld h✈m n✈t t✈ b✈c✈us✈ th✈ pr✈f✈ct w✈s l✈✈k✈ng. 
Th✈ f✈ll✈w turn✈d t✈ S✈m✈n M✈✈n✈n ✈nd s✈✈d: 

—W✈ ✈ll kn✈w why y✈u sp✈✈k. Y✈u ✈r✈ Mc Gl✈d✈’s suck. 
Suck w✈s ✈ qu✈✈r w✈rd. Th✈ f✈ll✈w c✈ll✈d S✈m✈n M✈✈n✈n 

th✈t n✈m✈ b✈c✈us✈ S✈m✈n M✈✈n✈n us✈d t✈ t✈✈ th✈ pr✈f✈ct’s 
f✈ls✈ sl✈✈v✈s b✈h✈nd h✈s b✈ck ✈nd th✈ pr✈f✈ct us✈d t✈ l✈t ✈n 
t✈ b✈ ✈ngry. But th✈ s✈und w✈s ugly. ✈nc✈ h✈ h✈d w✈sh✈d h✈s 
h✈nds ✈n th✈ l✈v✈t✈ry ✈f th✈ W✈ckl✈w H✈t✈l ✈nd h✈s f✈th✈r 
pull✈d th✈ st✈pp✈r up by th✈ ch✈✈n ✈ft✈r ✈nd th✈ d✈rty w✈t✈r w✈nt 
d✈wn thr✈ugh th✈ h✈l✈ ✈n th✈ b✈s✈n. ✈nd wh✈n ✈t h✈d ✈ll g✈n✈ 



d✈wn sl✈wly th✈ h✈l✈ ✈n th✈ b✈s✈n h✈d m✈d✈ ✈ s✈und l✈k✈ 
th✈t: suck. ✈nly l✈ud✈r. 

T✈ r✈m✈mb✈r th✈t ✈nd th✈ wh✈t✈ l✈✈k ✈f th✈ l✈v✈t✈ry m✈d✈ 
h✈m f✈✈l c✈ld ✈nd th✈n h✈t. Th✈r✈ w✈r✈ tw✈ c✈cks th✈t y✈u 
turn✈d ✈nd w✈t✈r c✈m✈ ✈ut: c✈ld ✈nd h✈t. H✈ f✈lt c✈ld ✈nd th✈n 
✈ l✈ttl✈ h✈t: ✈nd h✈ c✈uld s✈✈ th✈ n✈m✈s pr✈nt✈d ✈n th✈ c✈cks. 
Th✈t w✈s ✈ v✈ry qu✈✈r th✈ng. 
✈nd th✈ ✈✈r ✈n th✈ c✈rr✈d✈r ch✈ll✈d h✈m t✈✈. ✈t w✈s qu✈✈r 

✈nd w✈tt✈sh. But s✈✈n th✈ g✈s w✈uld b✈ l✈t ✈nd ✈n burn✈ng ✈t 
m✈d✈ ✈ l✈ght n✈✈s✈ l✈k✈ ✈ l✈ttl✈ s✈ng. ✈lw✈ys th✈ s✈m✈: ✈nd 
wh✈n th✈ f✈ll✈ws st✈pp✈d t✈lk✈ng ✈n th✈ pl✈yr✈✈m y✈u c✈uld 
h✈✈r ✈t. 
✈t w✈s th✈ h✈ur f✈r sums. F✈th✈r ✈rn✈ll wr✈t✈ ✈ h✈rd sum ✈n th✈ 

b✈✈rd ✈nd th✈n s✈✈d: 
—N✈w th✈n, wh✈ w✈ll w✈n? G✈ ✈h✈✈d, Y✈rk! G✈ ✈h✈✈d, 

L✈nc✈st✈r! 
St✈ph✈n tr✈✈d h✈s b✈st but th✈ sum w✈s t✈✈ h✈rd ✈nd h✈ f✈lt 

c✈nfus✈d. Th✈ l✈ttl✈ s✈lk b✈dg✈ w✈th th✈ wh✈t✈ r✈s✈ ✈n ✈t th✈t 
w✈s p✈nn✈d ✈n th✈ br✈✈st ✈f h✈s j✈ck✈t b✈g✈n t✈ flutt✈r. H✈ 
w✈s n✈ g✈✈d ✈t sums but h✈ tr✈✈d h✈s b✈st s✈ th✈t Y✈rk m✈ght n✈t 
l✈s✈. F✈th✈r ✈rn✈ll’s f✈c✈ l✈✈k✈d v✈ry bl✈ck but h✈ w✈s n✈t ✈n 
✈ w✈x: h✈ w✈s l✈ugh✈ng. Th✈n J✈ck L✈wt✈n cr✈ck✈d h✈s f✈ng✈rs 
✈nd F✈th✈r ✈rn✈ll l✈✈k✈d ✈t h✈s c✈pyb✈✈k ✈nd s✈✈d: 

—R✈ght. Br✈v✈ L✈nc✈st✈r! Th✈ r✈d r✈s✈ w✈ns. C✈m✈ ✈n n✈w, 
Y✈rk! F✈rg✈ ✈h✈✈d! 

J✈ck L✈wt✈n l✈✈k✈d ✈v✈r fr✈m h✈s s✈d✈. Th✈ l✈ttl✈ s✈lk 
b✈dg✈ w✈th th✈ r✈d r✈s✈ ✈n ✈t l✈✈k✈d v✈ry r✈ch b✈c✈us✈ h✈ 
h✈d ✈ blu✈ s✈✈l✈r t✈p ✈n. St✈ph✈n f✈lt h✈s ✈wn f✈c✈ r✈d t✈✈, 
th✈nk✈ng ✈f ✈ll th✈ b✈ts ✈b✈ut wh✈ w✈uld g✈t f✈rst pl✈c✈ ✈n 
✈l✈m✈nts, J✈ck L✈wt✈n ✈r h✈. S✈m✈ w✈✈ks J✈ck L✈wt✈n g✈t 
th✈ c✈rd f✈r f✈rst ✈nd s✈m✈ w✈✈ks h✈ g✈t th✈ c✈rd f✈r f✈rst. H✈s 
wh✈t✈ s✈lk b✈dg✈ flutt✈r✈d ✈nd flutt✈r✈d ✈s h✈ w✈rk✈d ✈t th✈ 
n✈xt sum ✈nd h✈✈rd F✈th✈r ✈rn✈ll’s v✈✈c✈. Th✈n ✈ll h✈s 
✈✈g✈rn✈ss p✈ss✈d ✈w✈y ✈nd h✈ f✈lt h✈s f✈c✈ qu✈t✈ c✈✈l. H✈ 
th✈ught h✈s f✈c✈ must b✈ wh✈t✈ b✈c✈us✈ ✈t f✈lt s✈ c✈✈l. H✈ 
c✈uld n✈t g✈t ✈ut th✈ ✈nsw✈r f✈r th✈ sum but ✈t d✈d n✈t m✈tt✈r. 
Wh✈t✈ r✈s✈s ✈nd r✈d r✈s✈s: th✈s✈ w✈r✈ b✈✈ut✈ful c✈l✈urs t✈ 



th✈nk ✈f. ✈nd th✈ c✈rds f✈r f✈rst pl✈c✈ ✈nd s✈c✈nd pl✈c✈ ✈nd 
th✈rd pl✈c✈ w✈r✈ b✈✈ut✈ful c✈l✈urs t✈✈: p✈nk ✈nd cr✈✈m ✈nd 
l✈v✈nd✈r. L✈v✈nd✈r ✈nd cr✈✈m ✈nd p✈nk r✈s✈s w✈r✈ 
b✈✈ut✈ful t✈ th✈nk ✈f. P✈rh✈ps ✈ w✈ld r✈s✈ m✈ght b✈ l✈k✈ 
th✈s✈ c✈l✈urs ✈nd h✈ r✈m✈mb✈r✈d th✈ s✈ng ✈b✈ut th✈ w✈ld 
r✈s✈ bl✈ss✈ms ✈n th✈ l✈ttl✈ gr✈✈n pl✈c✈. But y✈u c✈uld n✈t 
h✈v✈ ✈ gr✈✈n r✈s✈. But p✈rh✈ps s✈m✈wh✈r✈ ✈n th✈ w✈rld y✈u 
c✈uld. 

Th✈ b✈ll r✈ng ✈nd th✈n th✈ cl✈ss✈s b✈g✈n t✈ f✈l✈ ✈ut ✈f th✈ 
r✈✈ms ✈nd ✈l✈ng th✈ c✈rr✈d✈rs t✈w✈rds th✈ r✈f✈ct✈ry. H✈ s✈t 
l✈✈k✈ng ✈t th✈ tw✈ pr✈nts ✈f butt✈r ✈n h✈s pl✈t✈ but c✈uld n✈t 
✈✈t th✈ d✈mp br✈✈d. Th✈ t✈bl✈cl✈th w✈s d✈mp ✈nd l✈mp. But h✈ 
dr✈nk ✈ff th✈ h✈t w✈✈k t✈✈ wh✈ch th✈ clumsy scull✈✈n, g✈rt w✈th 
✈ wh✈t✈ ✈pr✈n, p✈ur✈d ✈nt✈ h✈s cup. H✈ w✈nd✈r✈d wh✈th✈r th✈ 
scull✈✈n’s ✈pr✈n w✈s d✈mp t✈✈ ✈r wh✈th✈r ✈ll wh✈t✈ th✈ngs 
w✈r✈ c✈ld ✈nd d✈mp. N✈sty R✈ch✈ ✈nd S✈ur✈n dr✈nk c✈c✈✈ th✈t 
th✈✈r p✈✈pl✈ s✈nt th✈m ✈n t✈ns. Th✈y s✈✈d th✈y c✈uld n✈t dr✈nk 
th✈ t✈✈; th✈t ✈t w✈s h✈gw✈sh. Th✈✈r f✈th✈rs w✈r✈ 
m✈g✈str✈t✈s, th✈ f✈ll✈ws s✈✈d. 
✈ll th✈ b✈ys s✈✈m✈d t✈ h✈m v✈ry str✈ng✈. Th✈y h✈d ✈ll f✈th✈rs 

✈nd m✈th✈rs ✈nd d✈ff✈r✈nt cl✈th✈s ✈nd v✈✈c✈s. H✈ l✈ng✈d t✈ 
b✈ ✈t h✈m✈ ✈nd l✈y h✈s h✈✈d ✈n h✈s m✈th✈r’s l✈p. But h✈ c✈uld 
n✈t: ✈nd s✈ h✈ l✈ng✈d f✈r th✈ pl✈y ✈nd study ✈nd pr✈y✈rs t✈ b✈ 
✈v✈r ✈nd t✈ b✈ ✈n b✈d. 

H✈ dr✈nk ✈n✈th✈r cup ✈f h✈t t✈✈ ✈nd Fl✈m✈ng s✈✈d: 
—Wh✈t’s up? H✈v✈ y✈u ✈ p✈✈n ✈r wh✈t’s up w✈th y✈u? 
—✈ d✈n’t kn✈w, St✈ph✈n s✈✈d. 
—S✈ck ✈n y✈ur br✈✈db✈sk✈t, Fl✈m✈ng s✈✈d, b✈c✈us✈ y✈ur 

f✈c✈ l✈✈ks wh✈t✈. ✈t w✈ll g✈ ✈w✈y. 
—✈ y✈s, St✈ph✈n s✈✈d. 
But h✈ w✈s n✈t s✈ck th✈r✈. H✈ th✈ught th✈t h✈ w✈s s✈ck ✈n h✈s 

h✈✈rt ✈f y✈u c✈uld b✈ s✈ck ✈n th✈t pl✈c✈. Fl✈m✈ng w✈s v✈ry 
d✈c✈nt t✈ ✈sk h✈m. H✈ w✈nt✈d t✈ cry. H✈ l✈✈n✈d h✈s ✈lb✈ws ✈n 
th✈ t✈bl✈ ✈nd shut ✈nd ✈p✈n✈d th✈ fl✈ps ✈f h✈s ✈✈rs. Th✈n h✈ 
h✈✈rd th✈ n✈✈s✈ ✈f th✈ r✈f✈ct✈ry ✈v✈ry t✈m✈ h✈ ✈p✈n✈d th✈ 
fl✈ps ✈f h✈s ✈✈rs. ✈t m✈d✈ ✈ r✈✈r l✈k✈ ✈ tr✈✈n ✈t n✈ght. ✈nd 
wh✈n h✈ cl✈s✈d th✈ fl✈ps th✈ r✈✈r w✈s shut ✈ff l✈k✈ ✈ tr✈✈n 



g✈✈ng ✈nt✈ ✈ tunn✈l. Th✈t n✈ght ✈t D✈lk✈y th✈ tr✈✈n h✈d 
r✈✈r✈d l✈k✈ th✈t ✈nd th✈n, wh✈n ✈t w✈nt ✈nt✈ th✈ tunn✈l, th✈ 
r✈✈r st✈pp✈d. H✈ cl✈s✈d h✈s ✈y✈s ✈nd th✈ tr✈✈n w✈nt ✈n, 
r✈✈r✈ng ✈nd th✈n st✈pp✈ng; r✈✈r✈ng ✈g✈✈n, st✈pp✈ng. ✈t w✈s 
n✈c✈ t✈ h✈✈r ✈t r✈✈r ✈nd st✈p ✈nd th✈n r✈✈r ✈ut ✈f th✈ tunn✈l 
✈g✈✈n ✈nd th✈n st✈p. 

Th✈n th✈ h✈gh✈r l✈n✈ f✈ll✈ws b✈g✈n t✈ c✈m✈ d✈wn ✈l✈ng th✈ 
m✈tt✈ng ✈n th✈ m✈ddl✈ ✈f th✈ r✈f✈ct✈ry, P✈ddy R✈th ✈nd J✈mmy 
M✈g✈✈ ✈nd th✈ Sp✈n✈✈rd wh✈ w✈s ✈ll✈w✈d t✈ sm✈k✈ c✈g✈rs 
✈nd th✈ l✈ttl✈ P✈rtugu✈s✈ wh✈ w✈r✈ th✈ w✈✈lly c✈p. ✈nd th✈n 
th✈ l✈w✈r l✈n✈ t✈bl✈s ✈nd th✈ t✈bl✈s ✈f th✈ th✈rd l✈n✈. ✈nd 
✈v✈ry s✈ngl✈ f✈ll✈w h✈d ✈ d✈ff✈r✈nt w✈y ✈f w✈lk✈ng. 

H✈ s✈t ✈n ✈ c✈rn✈r ✈f th✈ pl✈yr✈✈m pr✈t✈nd✈ng t✈ w✈tch ✈ 
g✈m✈ ✈f d✈m✈n✈s ✈nd ✈nc✈ ✈r tw✈c✈ h✈ w✈s ✈bl✈ t✈ h✈✈r 
f✈r ✈n ✈nst✈nt th✈ l✈ttl✈ s✈ng ✈f th✈ g✈s. Th✈ pr✈f✈ct w✈s ✈t th✈ 
d✈✈r w✈th s✈m✈ b✈ys ✈nd S✈m✈n M✈✈n✈n w✈s kn✈tt✈ng h✈s 
f✈ls✈ sl✈✈v✈s. H✈ w✈s t✈ll✈ng th✈m s✈m✈th✈ng ✈b✈ut 
Tull✈b✈g. 

Th✈n h✈ w✈nt ✈w✈y fr✈m th✈ d✈✈r ✈nd W✈lls c✈m✈ ✈v✈r t✈ 
St✈ph✈n ✈nd s✈✈d: 

—T✈ll us, D✈d✈lus, d✈ y✈u k✈ss y✈ur m✈th✈r b✈f✈r✈ y✈u g✈ t✈ 
b✈d? 

St✈ph✈n ✈nsw✈r✈d: 
—✈ d✈. 
W✈lls turn✈d t✈ th✈ ✈th✈r f✈ll✈ws ✈nd s✈✈d: 
—✈, ✈ s✈y, h✈r✈’s ✈ f✈ll✈w s✈ys h✈ k✈ss✈s h✈s m✈th✈r ✈v✈ry 

n✈ght b✈f✈r✈ h✈ g✈✈s t✈ b✈d. 
Th✈ ✈th✈r f✈ll✈ws st✈pp✈d th✈✈r g✈m✈ ✈nd turn✈d r✈und, 

l✈ugh✈ng. St✈ph✈n blush✈d und✈r th✈✈r ✈y✈s ✈nd s✈✈d: 
—✈ d✈ n✈t. 
W✈lls s✈✈d: 
—✈, ✈ s✈y, h✈r✈’s ✈ f✈ll✈w s✈ys h✈ d✈✈sn’t k✈ss h✈s m✈th✈r 

b✈f✈r✈ h✈ g✈✈s t✈ b✈d. 
Th✈y ✈ll l✈ugh✈d ✈g✈✈n. St✈ph✈n tr✈✈d t✈ l✈ugh w✈th th✈m. 

H✈ f✈lt h✈s wh✈l✈ b✈dy h✈t ✈nd c✈nfus✈d ✈n ✈ m✈m✈nt. Wh✈t 
w✈s th✈ r✈ght ✈nsw✈r t✈ th✈ qu✈st✈✈n? H✈ h✈d g✈v✈n tw✈ ✈nd 



st✈ll W✈lls l✈ugh✈d. But W✈lls must kn✈w th✈ r✈ght ✈nsw✈r f✈r h✈ 
w✈s ✈n th✈rd ✈f gr✈mm✈r. H✈ tr✈✈d t✈ th✈nk ✈f W✈lls’s m✈th✈r 
but h✈ d✈d n✈t d✈r✈ t✈ r✈✈s✈ h✈s ✈y✈s t✈ W✈lls’s f✈c✈. H✈ d✈d 
n✈t l✈k✈ W✈lls’s f✈c✈. ✈t w✈s W✈lls wh✈ h✈d sh✈uld✈r✈d h✈m 
✈nt✈ th✈ squ✈r✈ d✈tch th✈ d✈y b✈f✈r✈ b✈c✈us✈ h✈ w✈uld n✈t 
sw✈p h✈s l✈ttl✈ snuffb✈x f✈r W✈lls’s s✈✈s✈n✈d h✈ck✈ng ch✈stnut, 
th✈ c✈nqu✈r✈r ✈f f✈rty. ✈t w✈s ✈ m✈✈n th✈ng t✈ d✈; ✈ll th✈ 
f✈ll✈ws s✈✈d ✈t w✈s. ✈nd h✈w c✈ld ✈nd sl✈my th✈ w✈t✈r h✈d 
b✈✈n! ✈nd ✈ f✈ll✈w h✈d ✈nc✈ s✈✈n ✈ b✈g r✈t jump pl✈p ✈nt✈ 
th✈ scum. 

Th✈ c✈ld sl✈m✈ ✈f th✈ d✈tch c✈v✈r✈d h✈s wh✈l✈ b✈dy; ✈nd, 
wh✈n th✈ b✈ll r✈ng f✈r study ✈nd th✈ l✈n✈s f✈l✈d ✈ut ✈f th✈ 
pl✈yr✈✈ms, h✈ f✈lt th✈ c✈ld ✈✈r ✈f th✈ c✈rr✈d✈r ✈nd st✈✈rc✈s✈ 
✈ns✈d✈ h✈s cl✈th✈s. H✈ st✈ll tr✈✈d t✈ th✈nk wh✈t w✈s th✈ r✈ght 
✈nsw✈r. W✈s ✈t r✈ght t✈ k✈ss h✈s m✈th✈r ✈r wr✈ng t✈ k✈ss h✈s 
m✈th✈r? Wh✈t d✈d th✈t m✈✈n, t✈ k✈ss? Y✈u put y✈ur f✈c✈ up l✈k✈ 
th✈t t✈ s✈y g✈✈dn✈ght ✈nd th✈n h✈s m✈th✈r put h✈r f✈c✈ d✈wn. 
Th✈t w✈s t✈ k✈ss. H✈s m✈th✈r put h✈r l✈ps ✈n h✈s ch✈✈k; h✈r l✈ps 
w✈r✈ s✈ft ✈nd th✈y w✈tt✈d h✈s ch✈✈k; ✈nd th✈y m✈d✈ ✈ t✈ny 
l✈ttl✈ n✈✈s✈: k✈ss. Why d✈d p✈✈pl✈ d✈ th✈t w✈th th✈✈r tw✈ 
f✈c✈s? 

S✈tt✈ng ✈n th✈ study h✈ll h✈ ✈p✈n✈d th✈ l✈d ✈f h✈s d✈sk ✈nd 
ch✈ng✈d th✈ numb✈r p✈st✈d up ✈ns✈d✈ fr✈m s✈v✈ntys✈v✈n t✈ 
s✈v✈ntys✈x. But th✈ Chr✈stm✈s v✈c✈t✈✈n w✈s v✈ry f✈r ✈w✈y: but 
✈n✈ t✈m✈ ✈t w✈uld c✈m✈ b✈c✈us✈ th✈ ✈✈rth m✈v✈d r✈und 
✈lw✈ys. 

Th✈r✈ w✈s ✈ p✈ctur✈ ✈f th✈ ✈✈rth ✈n th✈ f✈rst p✈g✈ ✈f h✈s 
g✈✈gr✈phy: ✈ b✈g b✈ll ✈n th✈ m✈ddl✈ ✈f cl✈uds. Fl✈m✈ng h✈d ✈ 
b✈x ✈f cr✈y✈ns ✈nd ✈n✈ n✈ght dur✈ng fr✈✈ study h✈ h✈d c✈l✈ur✈d 
th✈ ✈✈rth gr✈✈n ✈nd th✈ cl✈uds m✈r✈✈n. Th✈t w✈s l✈k✈ th✈ tw✈ 
brush✈s ✈n D✈nt✈’s pr✈ss, th✈ brush w✈th th✈ gr✈✈n v✈lv✈t b✈ck f✈r 
P✈rn✈ll ✈nd th✈ brush w✈th th✈ m✈r✈✈n v✈lv✈t b✈ck f✈r M✈ch✈✈l 
D✈v✈tt. But h✈ h✈d n✈t t✈ld Fl✈m✈ng t✈ c✈l✈ur th✈m th✈s✈ 
c✈l✈urs. Fl✈m✈ng h✈d d✈n✈ ✈t h✈ms✈lf. 

H✈ ✈p✈n✈d th✈ g✈✈gr✈phy t✈ study th✈ l✈ss✈n; but h✈ c✈uld n✈t 
l✈✈rn th✈ n✈m✈s ✈f pl✈c✈s ✈n ✈m✈r✈c✈. St✈ll th✈y w✈r✈ ✈ll 
d✈ff✈r✈nt pl✈c✈s th✈t h✈d d✈ff✈r✈nt n✈m✈s. Th✈y w✈r✈ ✈ll ✈n 
d✈ff✈r✈nt c✈untr✈✈s ✈nd th✈ c✈untr✈✈s w✈r✈ ✈n c✈nt✈n✈nts 



✈nd th✈ c✈nt✈n✈nts w✈r✈ ✈n th✈ w✈rld ✈nd th✈ w✈rld w✈s ✈n th✈ 
un✈v✈rs✈. 

H✈ turn✈d t✈ th✈ flyl✈✈f ✈f th✈ g✈✈gr✈phy ✈nd r✈✈d wh✈t h✈ 
h✈d wr✈tt✈n th✈r✈: h✈ms✈lf, h✈s n✈m✈ ✈nd wh✈r✈ h✈ w✈s. 

St✈ph✈n D✈d✈lus 
Cl✈ss ✈f ✈l✈m✈nts 
Cl✈ng✈w✈s W✈✈d C✈ll✈g✈ 
S✈ll✈ns 
C✈unty K✈ld✈r✈ 
✈r✈l✈nd 
✈ur✈p✈ 
Th✈ W✈rld 
Th✈ Un✈v✈rs✈ 

Th✈t w✈s ✈n h✈s wr✈t✈ng: ✈nd Fl✈m✈ng ✈n✈ n✈ght f✈r ✈ c✈d 
h✈d wr✈tt✈n ✈n th✈ ✈pp✈s✈t✈ p✈g✈: 

St✈ph✈n D✈d✈lus ✈s my n✈m✈, 
✈r✈l✈nd ✈s my n✈t✈✈n. 
Cl✈ng✈w✈s ✈s my dw✈ll✈ngpl✈c✈ 
✈nd h✈✈v✈n my ✈xp✈ct✈t✈✈n. 

H✈ r✈✈d th✈ v✈rs✈s b✈ckw✈rds but th✈n th✈y w✈r✈ n✈t p✈✈try. 
Th✈n h✈ r✈✈d th✈ flyl✈✈f fr✈m th✈ b✈tt✈m t✈ th✈ t✈p t✈ll h✈ 
c✈m✈ t✈ h✈s ✈wn n✈m✈. Th✈t w✈s h✈: ✈nd h✈ r✈✈d d✈wn th✈ 
p✈g✈ ✈g✈✈n. Wh✈t w✈s ✈ft✈r th✈ un✈v✈rs✈? N✈th✈ng. But w✈s 
th✈r✈ ✈nyth✈ng r✈und th✈ un✈v✈rs✈ t✈ sh✈w wh✈r✈ ✈t st✈pp✈d 
b✈f✈r✈ th✈ n✈th✈ng pl✈c✈ b✈g✈n? ✈t c✈uld n✈t b✈ ✈ w✈ll but 
th✈r✈ c✈uld b✈ ✈ th✈n th✈n l✈n✈ th✈r✈ ✈ll r✈und ✈v✈ryth✈ng. ✈t 
w✈s v✈ry b✈g t✈ th✈nk ✈b✈ut ✈v✈ryth✈ng ✈nd ✈v✈rywh✈r✈. ✈nly 
G✈d c✈uld d✈ th✈t. H✈ tr✈✈d t✈ th✈nk wh✈t ✈ b✈g th✈ught th✈t must 
b✈ but h✈ c✈uld ✈nly th✈nk ✈f G✈d. G✈d w✈s G✈d’s n✈m✈ just ✈s 
h✈s n✈m✈ w✈s St✈ph✈n. D✈✈u w✈s th✈ Fr✈nch f✈r G✈d ✈nd th✈t 
w✈s G✈d’s n✈m✈ t✈✈; ✈nd wh✈n ✈ny✈n✈ pr✈y✈d t✈ G✈d ✈nd 
s✈✈d D✈✈u th✈n G✈d kn✈w ✈t ✈nc✈ th✈t ✈t w✈s ✈ Fr✈nch p✈rs✈n 
th✈t w✈s pr✈y✈ng. But th✈ugh th✈r✈ w✈r✈ d✈ff✈r✈nt n✈m✈s f✈r 
G✈d ✈n ✈ll th✈ d✈ff✈r✈nt l✈ngu✈g✈s ✈n th✈ w✈rld ✈nd G✈d 
und✈rst✈✈d wh✈t ✈ll th✈ p✈✈pl✈ wh✈ pr✈y✈d s✈✈d ✈n th✈✈r 
d✈ff✈r✈nt l✈ngu✈g✈s st✈ll G✈d r✈m✈✈n✈d ✈lw✈ys th✈ s✈m✈ 
G✈d ✈nd G✈d’s r✈✈l n✈m✈ w✈s G✈d. 



✈t m✈d✈ h✈m v✈ry t✈r✈d t✈ th✈nk th✈t w✈y. ✈t m✈d✈ h✈m f✈✈l 
h✈s h✈✈d v✈ry b✈g. H✈ turn✈d ✈v✈r th✈ flyl✈✈f ✈nd l✈✈k✈d 
w✈✈r✈ly ✈t th✈ gr✈✈n r✈und ✈✈rth ✈n th✈ m✈ddl✈ ✈f th✈ 
m✈r✈✈n cl✈uds. H✈ w✈nd✈r✈d wh✈ch w✈s r✈ght, t✈ b✈ f✈r th✈ 
gr✈✈n ✈r f✈r th✈ m✈r✈✈n, b✈c✈us✈ D✈nt✈ h✈d r✈pp✈d th✈ 
gr✈✈n v✈lv✈t b✈ck ✈ff th✈ brush th✈t w✈s f✈r P✈rn✈ll ✈n✈ d✈y 
w✈th h✈r sc✈ss✈rs ✈nd h✈d t✈ld h✈m th✈t P✈rn✈ll w✈s ✈ b✈d m✈n. 
H✈ w✈nd✈r✈d ✈f th✈y w✈r✈ ✈rgu✈ng ✈t h✈m✈ ✈b✈ut th✈t. Th✈t 
w✈s c✈ll✈d p✈l✈t✈cs. Th✈r✈ w✈r✈ tw✈ s✈d✈s ✈n ✈t: D✈nt✈ w✈s 
✈n ✈n✈ s✈d✈ ✈nd h✈s f✈th✈r ✈nd Mr C✈s✈y w✈r✈ ✈n th✈ ✈th✈r 
s✈d✈ but h✈s m✈th✈r ✈nd uncl✈ Ch✈rl✈s w✈r✈ ✈n n✈ s✈d✈. ✈v✈ry 
d✈y th✈r✈ w✈s s✈m✈th✈ng ✈n th✈ p✈p✈r ✈b✈ut ✈t. 
✈t p✈✈n✈d h✈m th✈t h✈ d✈d n✈t kn✈w w✈ll wh✈t p✈l✈t✈cs 

m✈✈nt ✈nd th✈t h✈ d✈d n✈t kn✈w wh✈r✈ th✈ un✈v✈rs✈ ✈nd✈d. 
H✈ f✈lt sm✈ll ✈nd w✈✈k. Wh✈n w✈uld h✈ b✈ l✈k✈ th✈ f✈ll✈ws ✈n 
p✈✈try ✈nd rh✈t✈r✈c? Th✈y h✈d b✈g v✈✈c✈s ✈nd b✈g b✈✈ts ✈nd 
th✈y stud✈✈d tr✈g✈n✈m✈try. Th✈t w✈s v✈ry f✈r ✈w✈y. F✈rst c✈m✈ 
th✈ v✈c✈t✈✈n ✈nd th✈n th✈ n✈xt t✈rm ✈nd th✈n v✈c✈t✈✈n 
✈g✈✈n ✈nd th✈n ✈g✈✈n ✈n✈th✈r t✈rm ✈nd th✈n ✈g✈✈n th✈ 
v✈c✈t✈✈n. ✈t w✈s l✈k✈ ✈ tr✈✈n g✈✈ng ✈n ✈nd ✈ut ✈f tunn✈ls 
✈nd th✈t w✈s l✈k✈ th✈ n✈✈s✈ ✈f th✈ b✈ys ✈✈t✈ng ✈n th✈ 
r✈f✈ct✈ry wh✈n y✈u ✈p✈n✈d ✈nd cl✈s✈d th✈ fl✈ps ✈f th✈ ✈✈rs. 
T✈rm, v✈c✈t✈✈n; tunn✈l, ✈ut; n✈✈s✈, st✈p. H✈w f✈r ✈w✈y ✈t 
w✈s! ✈t w✈s b✈tt✈r t✈ g✈ t✈ b✈d t✈ sl✈✈p. ✈nly pr✈y✈rs ✈n th✈ 
ch✈p✈l ✈nd th✈n b✈d. H✈ sh✈v✈r✈d ✈nd y✈wn✈d. ✈t w✈uld b✈ 
l✈v✈ly ✈n b✈d ✈ft✈r th✈ sh✈✈ts g✈t ✈ b✈t h✈t. F✈rst th✈y w✈r✈ 
s✈ c✈ld t✈ g✈t ✈nt✈. H✈ sh✈v✈r✈d t✈ th✈nk h✈w c✈ld th✈y w✈r✈ 
f✈rst. But th✈n th✈y g✈t h✈t ✈nd th✈n h✈ c✈uld sl✈✈p. ✈t w✈s l✈v✈ly 
t✈ b✈ t✈r✈d. H✈ y✈wn✈d ✈g✈✈n. N✈ght pr✈y✈rs ✈nd th✈n b✈d: h✈ 
sh✈v✈r✈d ✈nd w✈nt✈d t✈ y✈wn. ✈t w✈uld b✈ l✈v✈ly ✈n ✈ f✈w 
m✈nut✈s. H✈ f✈lt ✈ w✈rm gl✈w cr✈✈p✈ng up fr✈m th✈ c✈ld 
sh✈v✈r✈ng sh✈✈ts, w✈rm✈r ✈nd w✈rm✈r t✈ll h✈ f✈lt w✈rm ✈ll 
✈v✈r, ✈v✈r s✈ w✈rm ✈nd y✈t h✈ sh✈v✈r✈d ✈ l✈ttl✈ ✈nd st✈ll 
w✈nt✈d t✈ y✈wn. 

Th✈ b✈ll r✈ng f✈r n✈ght pr✈y✈rs ✈nd h✈ f✈l✈d ✈ut ✈f th✈ study 
h✈ll ✈ft✈r th✈ ✈th✈rs ✈nd d✈wn th✈ st✈✈rc✈s✈ ✈nd ✈l✈ng th✈ 
c✈rr✈d✈rs t✈ th✈ ch✈p✈l. Th✈ c✈rr✈d✈rs w✈r✈ d✈rkly l✈t ✈nd th✈ 
ch✈p✈l w✈s d✈rkly l✈t. S✈✈n ✈ll w✈uld b✈ d✈rk ✈nd sl✈✈p✈ng. 



Th✈r✈ w✈s c✈ld n✈ght ✈✈r ✈n th✈ ch✈p✈l ✈nd th✈ m✈rbl✈s w✈r✈ 
th✈ c✈l✈ur th✈ s✈✈ w✈s ✈t n✈ght. Th✈ s✈✈ w✈s c✈ld d✈y ✈nd 
n✈ght: but ✈t w✈s c✈ld✈r ✈t n✈ght. ✈t w✈s c✈ld ✈nd d✈rk und✈r th✈ 
s✈✈w✈ll b✈s✈d✈ h✈s f✈th✈r’s h✈us✈. But th✈ k✈ttl✈ w✈uld b✈ ✈n 
th✈ h✈b t✈ m✈k✈ punch. 

Th✈ pr✈f✈ct ✈f th✈ ch✈p✈l pr✈y✈d ✈b✈v✈ h✈s h✈✈d ✈nd h✈s 
m✈m✈ry kn✈w th✈ r✈sp✈ns✈s: 

✈ L✈rd, ✈p✈n ✈ur l✈ps 
✈nd ✈ur m✈uths sh✈ll ✈nn✈unc✈ Thy pr✈✈s✈. 
✈ncl✈n✈ unt✈ ✈ur ✈✈d, ✈ G✈d! 
✈ L✈rd, m✈k✈ h✈st✈ t✈ h✈lp us! 

Th✈r✈ w✈s ✈ c✈ld n✈ght sm✈ll ✈n th✈ ch✈p✈l. But ✈t w✈s ✈ h✈ly 
sm✈ll. ✈t w✈s n✈t l✈k✈ th✈ sm✈ll ✈f th✈ ✈ld p✈✈s✈nts wh✈ kn✈lt 
✈t th✈ b✈ck ✈f th✈ ch✈p✈l ✈t Sund✈y m✈ss. Th✈t w✈s ✈ sm✈ll ✈f 
✈✈r ✈nd r✈✈n ✈nd turf ✈nd c✈rdur✈y. But th✈y w✈r✈ v✈ry h✈ly 
p✈✈s✈nts. Th✈y br✈✈th✈d b✈h✈nd h✈m ✈n h✈s n✈ck ✈nd s✈gh✈d 
✈s th✈y pr✈y✈d. Th✈y l✈v✈d ✈n Cl✈n✈, ✈ f✈ll✈w s✈✈d: th✈r✈ 
w✈r✈ l✈ttl✈ c✈tt✈g✈s th✈r✈ ✈nd h✈ h✈d s✈✈n ✈ w✈m✈n 
st✈nd✈ng ✈t th✈ h✈lfd✈✈r ✈f ✈ c✈tt✈g✈ w✈th ✈ ch✈ld ✈n h✈r 
✈rms, ✈s th✈ c✈rs h✈d c✈m✈ p✈st fr✈m S✈ll✈ns. ✈t w✈uld b✈ 
l✈v✈ly t✈ sl✈✈p f✈r ✈n✈ n✈ght ✈n th✈t c✈tt✈g✈ b✈f✈r✈ th✈ 
f✈r✈ ✈f sm✈k✈ng turf, ✈n th✈ d✈rk l✈t by th✈ f✈r✈, ✈n th✈ w✈rm 
d✈rk, br✈✈th✈ng th✈ sm✈ll ✈f th✈ p✈✈s✈nts, ✈✈r ✈nd r✈✈n ✈nd 
turf ✈nd c✈rdur✈y. But, ✈, th✈ r✈✈d th✈r✈ b✈tw✈✈n th✈ tr✈✈s w✈s 
d✈rk! Y✈u w✈uld b✈ l✈st ✈n th✈ d✈rk. ✈t m✈d✈ h✈m ✈fr✈✈d t✈ 
th✈nk ✈f h✈w ✈t w✈s. 

H✈ h✈✈rd th✈ v✈✈c✈ ✈f th✈ pr✈f✈ct ✈f th✈ ch✈p✈l s✈y✈ng th✈ 
l✈st pr✈y✈r. H✈ pr✈y✈d ✈t t✈✈ ✈g✈✈nst th✈ d✈rk ✈uts✈d✈ und✈r 
th✈ tr✈✈s. 

V✈s✈t, w✈ b✈s✈✈ch Th✈✈, ✈ L✈rd, th✈s h✈b✈t✈t✈✈n ✈nd 
dr✈v✈ ✈w✈y fr✈m ✈t ✈ll th✈ sn✈r✈s ✈f th✈ ✈n✈my. M✈y 
Thy h✈ly ✈ng✈ls dw✈ll h✈r✈✈n t✈ pr✈s✈rv✈ us ✈n p✈✈c✈ 
✈nd m✈y Thy bl✈ss✈ng b✈ ✈lw✈ys up✈n us thr✈ugh 
Chr✈st ✈ur L✈rd. ✈m✈n. 

H✈s f✈ng✈rs tr✈mbl✈d ✈s h✈ undr✈ss✈d h✈ms✈lf ✈n th✈ 
d✈rm✈t✈ry. H✈ t✈ld h✈s f✈ng✈rs t✈ hurry up. H✈ h✈d t✈ undr✈ss ✈nd 
th✈n kn✈✈l ✈nd s✈y h✈s ✈wn pr✈y✈rs ✈nd b✈ ✈n b✈d b✈f✈r✈ th✈ 



g✈s w✈s l✈w✈r✈d s✈ th✈t h✈ m✈ght n✈t g✈ t✈ h✈ll wh✈n h✈ d✈✈d. 
H✈ r✈ll✈d h✈s st✈ck✈ngs ✈ff ✈nd put ✈n h✈s n✈ghtsh✈rt qu✈ckly ✈nd 
kn✈lt tr✈mbl✈ng ✈t h✈s b✈ds✈d✈ ✈nd r✈p✈✈t✈d h✈s pr✈y✈rs 
qu✈ckly, f✈✈r✈ng th✈t th✈ g✈s w✈uld g✈ d✈wn. H✈ f✈lt h✈s 
sh✈uld✈rs sh✈k✈ng ✈s h✈ murmur✈d: 

G✈d bl✈ss my f✈th✈r ✈nd my m✈th✈r ✈nd sp✈r✈ 
th✈m t✈ m✈! 
G✈d bl✈ss my l✈ttl✈ br✈th✈rs ✈nd s✈st✈rs ✈nd 
sp✈r✈ th✈m t✈ m✈! 
G✈d bl✈ss D✈nt✈ ✈nd uncl✈ Ch✈rl✈s ✈nd sp✈r✈ 
th✈m t✈ m✈! 

H✈ bl✈ss✈d h✈ms✈lf ✈nd cl✈mb✈d qu✈ckly ✈nt✈ b✈d ✈nd, tuck✈ng 
th✈ ✈nd ✈f th✈ n✈ghtsh✈rt und✈r h✈s f✈✈t, curl✈d h✈ms✈lf 
t✈g✈th✈r und✈r th✈ c✈ld wh✈t✈ sh✈✈ts, sh✈k✈ng ✈nd tr✈mbl✈ng. 
But h✈ w✈uld n✈t g✈ t✈ h✈ll wh✈n h✈ d✈✈d; ✈nd th✈ sh✈k✈ng 
w✈uld st✈p. ✈ v✈✈c✈ b✈d✈ th✈ b✈ys ✈n th✈ d✈rm✈t✈ry 
g✈✈dn✈ght. H✈ p✈✈r✈d ✈ut f✈r ✈n ✈nst✈nt ✈v✈r th✈ c✈v✈rl✈t 
✈nd s✈w th✈ y✈ll✈w curt✈✈ns r✈und ✈nd b✈f✈r✈ h✈s b✈d th✈t shut 
h✈m ✈ff ✈n ✈ll s✈d✈s. Th✈ l✈ght w✈s l✈w✈r✈d qu✈✈tly. 

Th✈ pr✈f✈ct’s sh✈✈s w✈nt ✈w✈y. Wh✈r✈? D✈wn th✈ st✈✈rc✈s✈ 
✈nd ✈l✈ng th✈ c✈rr✈d✈rs ✈r t✈ h✈s r✈✈m ✈t th✈ ✈nd? H✈ s✈w 
th✈ d✈rk. W✈s ✈t tru✈ ✈b✈ut th✈ bl✈ck d✈g th✈t w✈lk✈d th✈r✈ ✈t 
n✈ght w✈th ✈y✈s ✈s b✈g ✈s c✈rr✈✈g✈l✈mps? Th✈y s✈✈d ✈t w✈s 
th✈ gh✈st ✈f ✈ murd✈r✈r. ✈ l✈ng sh✈v✈r ✈f f✈✈r fl✈w✈d ✈v✈r h✈s 
b✈dy. H✈ s✈w th✈ d✈rk ✈ntr✈nc✈ h✈ll ✈f th✈ c✈stl✈. ✈ld s✈rv✈nts 
✈n ✈ld dr✈ss w✈r✈ ✈n th✈ ✈r✈n✈ngr✈✈m ✈b✈v✈ th✈ 
st✈✈rc✈s✈. ✈t w✈s l✈ng ✈g✈. Th✈ ✈ld s✈rv✈nts w✈r✈ qu✈✈t. 
Th✈r✈ w✈s ✈ f✈r✈ th✈r✈ but th✈ h✈ll w✈s st✈ll d✈rk. ✈ f✈gur✈ 
c✈m✈ up th✈ st✈✈rc✈s✈ fr✈m th✈ h✈ll. H✈ w✈r✈ th✈ wh✈t✈ 
cl✈✈k ✈f ✈ m✈rsh✈l; h✈s f✈c✈ w✈s p✈l✈ ✈nd str✈ng✈; h✈ h✈ld 
h✈s h✈nd pr✈ss✈d t✈ h✈s s✈d✈. H✈ l✈✈k✈d ✈ut ✈f str✈ng✈ ✈y✈s 
✈t th✈ ✈ld s✈rv✈nts. Th✈y l✈✈k✈d ✈t h✈m ✈nd s✈w th✈✈r 
m✈st✈r’s f✈c✈ ✈nd cl✈✈k ✈nd kn✈w th✈t h✈ h✈d r✈c✈✈v✈d h✈s 
d✈✈thw✈und. But ✈nly th✈ d✈rk w✈s wh✈r✈ th✈y l✈✈k✈d: ✈nly d✈rk 
s✈l✈nt ✈✈r. Th✈✈r m✈st✈r h✈d r✈c✈✈v✈d h✈s d✈✈thw✈und ✈n 
th✈ b✈ttl✈f✈✈ld ✈f Pr✈gu✈ f✈r ✈w✈y ✈v✈r th✈ s✈✈. H✈ w✈s 
st✈nd✈ng ✈n th✈ f✈✈ld; h✈s h✈nd w✈s pr✈ss✈d t✈ h✈s s✈d✈; h✈s 



f✈c✈ w✈s p✈l✈ ✈nd str✈ng✈ ✈nd h✈ w✈r✈ th✈ wh✈t✈ cl✈✈k ✈f ✈ 
m✈rsh✈l. 
✈ h✈w c✈ld ✈nd str✈ng✈ ✈t w✈s t✈ th✈nk ✈f th✈t! ✈ll th✈ d✈rk 

w✈s c✈ld ✈nd str✈ng✈. Th✈r✈ w✈r✈ p✈l✈ str✈ng✈ f✈c✈s th✈r✈, 
gr✈✈t ✈y✈s l✈k✈ c✈rr✈✈g✈l✈mps. Th✈y w✈r✈ th✈ gh✈sts ✈f 
murd✈r✈rs, th✈ f✈gur✈s ✈f m✈rsh✈ls wh✈ h✈d r✈c✈✈v✈d th✈✈r 
d✈✈thw✈und ✈n b✈ttl✈f✈✈lds f✈r ✈w✈y ✈v✈r th✈ s✈✈. Wh✈t d✈d 
th✈y w✈sh t✈ s✈y th✈t th✈✈r f✈c✈s w✈r✈ s✈ str✈ng✈? 

V✈s✈t, w✈ b✈s✈✈ch Th✈✈, ✈ L✈rd, th✈s h✈b✈t✈t✈✈n ✈nd dr✈v✈ ✈w✈y 
fr✈m ✈t ✈ll... 

G✈✈ng h✈m✈ f✈r th✈ h✈l✈d✈ys! Th✈t w✈uld b✈ l✈v✈ly: th✈ 
f✈ll✈ws h✈d t✈ld h✈m. G✈tt✈ng up ✈n th✈ c✈rs ✈n th✈ ✈✈rly w✈ntry 
m✈rn✈ng ✈uts✈d✈ th✈ d✈✈r ✈f th✈ c✈stl✈. Th✈ c✈rs w✈r✈ 
r✈ll✈ng ✈n th✈ gr✈v✈l. Ch✈✈rs f✈r th✈ r✈ct✈r! 

Hurr✈y! Hurr✈y! Hurr✈y! 
Th✈ c✈rs dr✈v✈ p✈st th✈ ch✈p✈l ✈nd ✈ll c✈ps w✈r✈ r✈✈s✈d. 

Th✈y dr✈v✈ m✈rr✈ly ✈l✈ng th✈ c✈untry r✈✈ds. Th✈ dr✈v✈rs 
p✈✈nt✈d w✈th th✈✈r wh✈ps t✈ B✈d✈nst✈wn. Th✈ f✈ll✈ws 
ch✈✈r✈d. Th✈y p✈ss✈d th✈ f✈rmh✈us✈ ✈f th✈ J✈lly F✈rm✈r. 
Ch✈✈r ✈ft✈r ch✈✈r ✈ft✈r ch✈✈r. Thr✈ugh Cl✈n✈ th✈y dr✈v✈, 
ch✈✈r✈ng ✈nd ch✈✈r✈d. Th✈ p✈✈s✈nt w✈m✈n st✈✈d ✈t th✈ 
h✈lfd✈✈rs, th✈ m✈n st✈✈d h✈r✈ ✈nd th✈r✈. Th✈ l✈v✈ly sm✈ll 
th✈r✈ w✈s ✈n th✈ w✈ntry ✈✈r: th✈ sm✈ll ✈f Cl✈n✈: r✈✈n ✈nd 
w✈ntry ✈✈r ✈nd turf sm✈uld✈r✈ng ✈nd c✈rdur✈y. 

Th✈ tr✈✈n w✈s full ✈f f✈ll✈ws: ✈ l✈ng l✈ng ch✈c✈l✈t✈ tr✈✈n 
w✈th cr✈✈m f✈c✈ngs. Th✈ gu✈rds w✈nt t✈ ✈nd fr✈ ✈p✈n✈ng, 
cl✈s✈ng, l✈ck✈ng, unl✈ck✈ng th✈ d✈✈rs. Th✈y w✈r✈ m✈n ✈n d✈rk 
blu✈ ✈nd s✈lv✈r; th✈y h✈d s✈lv✈ry wh✈stl✈s ✈nd th✈✈r k✈ys m✈d✈ 
✈ qu✈ck mus✈c: cl✈ck, cl✈ck: cl✈ck, cl✈ck. 
✈nd th✈ tr✈✈n r✈c✈d ✈n ✈v✈r th✈ fl✈t l✈nds ✈nd p✈st th✈ H✈ll 

✈f ✈ll✈n. Th✈ t✈l✈gr✈ph p✈l✈s w✈r✈ p✈ss✈ng, p✈ss✈ng. Th✈ 
tr✈✈n w✈nt ✈n ✈nd ✈n. ✈t kn✈w. Th✈r✈ w✈r✈ l✈nt✈rns ✈n th✈ h✈ll 
✈f h✈s f✈th✈r’s h✈us✈ ✈nd r✈p✈s ✈f gr✈✈n br✈nch✈s. Th✈r✈ 
w✈r✈ h✈lly ✈nd ✈vy r✈und th✈ p✈✈rgl✈ss ✈nd h✈lly ✈nd ✈vy, 
gr✈✈n ✈nd r✈d, tw✈n✈d r✈und th✈ ch✈nd✈l✈✈rs. Th✈r✈ w✈r✈ r✈d 
h✈lly ✈nd gr✈✈n ✈vy r✈und th✈ ✈ld p✈rtr✈✈ts ✈n th✈ w✈lls. H✈lly 
✈nd ✈vy f✈r h✈m ✈nd f✈r Chr✈stm✈s. 



L✈v✈ly... 
✈ll th✈ p✈✈pl✈. W✈lc✈m✈ h✈m✈, St✈ph✈n! N✈✈s✈s ✈f 

w✈lc✈m✈. H✈s m✈th✈r k✈ss✈d h✈m. W✈s th✈t r✈ght? H✈s f✈th✈r 
w✈s ✈ m✈rsh✈l n✈w: h✈gh✈r th✈n ✈ m✈g✈str✈t✈. W✈lc✈m✈ 
h✈m✈, St✈ph✈n! 

N✈✈s✈s... 
Th✈r✈ w✈s ✈ n✈✈s✈ ✈f curt✈✈nr✈ngs runn✈ng b✈ck ✈l✈ng th✈ 

r✈ds, ✈f w✈t✈r b✈✈ng spl✈sh✈d ✈n th✈ b✈s✈ns. Th✈r✈ w✈s ✈ 
n✈✈s✈ ✈f r✈s✈ng ✈nd dr✈ss✈ng ✈nd w✈sh✈ng ✈n th✈ d✈rm✈t✈ry: 
✈ n✈✈s✈ ✈f cl✈pp✈ng ✈f h✈nds ✈s th✈ pr✈f✈ct w✈nt up ✈nd d✈wn 
t✈ll✈ng th✈ f✈ll✈ws t✈ l✈✈k sh✈rp. ✈ p✈l✈ sunl✈ght sh✈w✈d th✈ 
y✈ll✈w curt✈✈ns dr✈wn b✈ck, th✈ t✈ss✈d b✈ds. H✈s b✈d w✈s v✈ry 
h✈t ✈nd h✈s f✈c✈ ✈nd b✈dy w✈r✈ v✈ry h✈t. 

H✈ g✈t up ✈nd s✈t ✈n th✈ s✈d✈ ✈f h✈s b✈d. H✈ w✈s w✈✈k. H✈ 
tr✈✈d t✈ pull ✈n h✈s st✈ck✈ng. ✈t h✈d ✈ h✈rr✈d r✈ugh f✈✈l. Th✈ 
sunl✈ght w✈s qu✈✈r ✈nd c✈ld. 

Fl✈m✈ng s✈✈d: 
—✈r✈ y✈u n✈t w✈ll? 
H✈ d✈d n✈t kn✈w; ✈nd Fl✈m✈ng s✈✈d: 
—G✈t b✈ck ✈nt✈ b✈d. ✈’ll t✈ll McGl✈d✈ y✈u’r✈ n✈t w✈ll. 
—H✈’s s✈ck. 
—Wh✈ ✈s? 
—T✈ll McGl✈d✈. 
—G✈t b✈ck ✈nt✈ b✈d. 
—✈s h✈ s✈ck? 
✈ f✈ll✈w h✈ld h✈s ✈rms wh✈l✈ h✈ l✈✈s✈n✈d th✈ st✈ck✈ng 

cl✈ng✈ng t✈ h✈s f✈✈t ✈nd cl✈mb✈d b✈ck ✈nt✈ th✈ h✈t b✈d. 
H✈ cr✈uch✈d d✈wn b✈tw✈✈n th✈ sh✈✈ts, gl✈d ✈f th✈✈r t✈p✈d 

gl✈w. H✈ h✈✈rd th✈ f✈ll✈ws t✈lk ✈m✈ng th✈ms✈lv✈s ✈b✈ut h✈m 
✈s th✈y dr✈ss✈d f✈r m✈ss. ✈t w✈s ✈ m✈✈n th✈ng t✈ d✈, t✈ 
sh✈uld✈r h✈m ✈nt✈ th✈ squ✈r✈ d✈tch, th✈y w✈r✈ s✈y✈ng. 

Th✈n th✈✈r v✈✈c✈s c✈✈s✈d; th✈y h✈d g✈n✈. ✈ v✈✈c✈ ✈t h✈s 
b✈d s✈✈d: 

—D✈d✈lus, d✈n’t spy ✈n us, sur✈ y✈u w✈n’t? 



W✈lls’s f✈c✈ w✈s th✈r✈. H✈ l✈✈k✈d ✈t ✈t ✈nd s✈w th✈t W✈lls 
w✈s ✈fr✈✈d. 

—✈ d✈dn’t m✈✈n t✈. Sur✈ y✈u w✈n’t? 
H✈s f✈th✈r h✈d t✈ld h✈m, wh✈t✈v✈r h✈ d✈d, n✈v✈r t✈ p✈✈ch 

✈n ✈ f✈ll✈w. H✈ sh✈✈k h✈s h✈✈d ✈nd ✈nsw✈r✈d n✈ ✈nd f✈lt 
gl✈d. 

W✈lls s✈✈d: 
—✈ d✈dn’t m✈✈n t✈, h✈n✈ur br✈ght. ✈t w✈s ✈nly f✈r c✈d. ✈’m 

s✈rry. 
Th✈ f✈c✈ ✈nd th✈ v✈✈c✈ w✈nt ✈w✈y. S✈rry b✈c✈us✈ h✈ w✈s 

✈fr✈✈d. ✈fr✈✈d th✈t ✈t w✈s s✈m✈ d✈s✈✈s✈. C✈nk✈r w✈s ✈ 
d✈s✈✈s✈ ✈f pl✈nts ✈nd c✈nc✈r ✈n✈ ✈f ✈n✈m✈ls: ✈r ✈n✈th✈r 
d✈ff✈r✈nt. Th✈t w✈s ✈ l✈ng t✈m✈ ✈g✈ th✈n ✈ut ✈n th✈ 
pl✈ygr✈unds ✈n th✈ ✈v✈n✈ng l✈ght, cr✈✈p✈ng fr✈m p✈✈nt t✈ 
p✈✈nt ✈n th✈ fr✈ng✈ ✈f h✈s l✈n✈, ✈ h✈✈vy b✈rd fly✈ng l✈w 
thr✈ugh th✈ gr✈y l✈ght. L✈✈c✈st✈r ✈bb✈y l✈t up. W✈ls✈y d✈✈d 
th✈r✈. Th✈ ✈bb✈ts bur✈✈d h✈m th✈ms✈lv✈s. 
✈t w✈s n✈t W✈lls’s f✈c✈, ✈t w✈s th✈ pr✈f✈ct’s. H✈ w✈s n✈t 

f✈x✈ng. N✈, n✈: h✈ w✈s s✈ck r✈✈lly. H✈ w✈s n✈t f✈x✈ng. ✈nd h✈ 
f✈lt th✈ pr✈f✈ct’s h✈nd ✈n h✈s f✈r✈h✈✈d; ✈nd h✈ f✈lt h✈s 
f✈r✈h✈✈d w✈rm ✈nd d✈mp ✈g✈✈nst th✈ pr✈f✈ct’s c✈ld d✈mp 
h✈nd. Th✈t w✈s th✈ w✈y ✈ r✈t f✈lt, sl✈my ✈nd d✈mp ✈nd c✈ld. 
✈v✈ry r✈t h✈d tw✈ ✈y✈s t✈ l✈✈k ✈ut ✈f. Sl✈✈k sl✈my c✈✈ts, 
l✈ttl✈ l✈ttl✈ f✈✈t tuck✈d up t✈ jump, bl✈ck sl✈my ✈y✈s t✈ l✈✈k ✈ut 
✈f. Th✈y c✈uld und✈rst✈nd h✈w t✈ jump. But th✈ m✈nds ✈f r✈ts c✈uld 
n✈t und✈rst✈nd tr✈g✈n✈m✈try. Wh✈n th✈y w✈r✈ d✈✈d th✈y l✈y ✈n 
th✈✈r s✈d✈s. Th✈✈r c✈✈ts dr✈✈d th✈n. Th✈y w✈r✈ ✈nly d✈✈d 
th✈ngs. 

Th✈ pr✈f✈ct w✈s th✈r✈ ✈g✈✈n ✈nd ✈t w✈s h✈s v✈✈c✈ th✈t w✈s 
s✈y✈ng th✈t h✈ w✈s t✈ g✈t up, th✈t F✈th✈r M✈n✈st✈r h✈d s✈✈d 
h✈ w✈s t✈ g✈t up ✈nd dr✈ss ✈nd g✈ t✈ th✈ ✈nf✈rm✈ry. ✈nd wh✈l✈ 
h✈ w✈s dr✈ss✈ng h✈ms✈lf ✈s qu✈ckly ✈s h✈ c✈uld th✈ pr✈f✈ct 
s✈✈d: 

—W✈ must p✈ck ✈ff t✈ Br✈th✈r M✈ch✈✈l b✈c✈us✈ w✈ h✈v✈ th✈ 
c✈llyw✈bbl✈s! 



H✈ w✈s v✈ry d✈c✈nt t✈ s✈y th✈t. Th✈t w✈s ✈ll t✈ m✈k✈ h✈m 
l✈ugh. But h✈ c✈uld n✈t l✈ugh b✈c✈us✈ h✈s ch✈✈ks ✈nd l✈ps w✈r✈ 
✈ll sh✈v✈ry: ✈nd th✈n th✈ pr✈f✈ct h✈d t✈ l✈ugh by h✈ms✈lf. 

Th✈ pr✈f✈ct cr✈✈d: 
—Qu✈ck m✈rch! H✈yf✈✈t! Str✈wf✈✈t! 
Th✈y w✈nt t✈g✈th✈r d✈wn th✈ st✈✈rc✈s✈ ✈nd ✈l✈ng th✈ 

c✈rr✈d✈r ✈nd p✈st th✈ b✈th. ✈s h✈ p✈ss✈d th✈ d✈✈r h✈ 
r✈m✈mb✈r✈d w✈th ✈ v✈gu✈ f✈✈r th✈ w✈rm turfc✈l✈ur✈d 
b✈gw✈t✈r, th✈ w✈rm m✈✈st ✈✈r, th✈ n✈✈s✈ ✈f plung✈s, th✈ sm✈ll 
✈f th✈ t✈w✈ls, l✈k✈ m✈d✈c✈n✈. 

Br✈th✈r M✈ch✈✈l w✈s st✈nd✈ng ✈t th✈ d✈✈r ✈f th✈ ✈nf✈rm✈ry 
✈nd fr✈m th✈ d✈✈r ✈f th✈ d✈rk c✈b✈n✈t ✈n h✈s r✈ght c✈m✈ ✈ 
sm✈ll l✈k✈ m✈d✈c✈n✈. Th✈t c✈m✈ fr✈m th✈ b✈ttl✈s ✈n th✈ 
sh✈lv✈s. Th✈ pr✈f✈ct sp✈k✈ t✈ Br✈th✈r M✈ch✈✈l ✈nd Br✈th✈r 
M✈ch✈✈l ✈nsw✈r✈d ✈nd c✈ll✈d th✈ pr✈f✈ct s✈r. H✈ h✈d r✈dd✈sh 
h✈✈r m✈x✈d w✈th gr✈y ✈nd ✈ qu✈✈r l✈✈k. ✈t w✈s qu✈✈r th✈t h✈ 
w✈uld ✈lw✈ys b✈ ✈ br✈th✈r. ✈t w✈s qu✈✈r t✈✈ th✈t y✈u c✈uld n✈t 
c✈ll h✈m s✈r b✈c✈us✈ h✈ w✈s ✈ br✈th✈r ✈nd h✈d ✈ d✈ff✈r✈nt 
k✈nd ✈f l✈✈k. W✈s h✈ n✈t h✈ly ✈n✈ugh ✈r why c✈uld h✈ n✈t c✈tch 
up ✈n th✈ ✈th✈rs? 

Th✈r✈ w✈r✈ tw✈ b✈ds ✈n th✈ r✈✈m ✈nd ✈n ✈n✈ b✈d th✈r✈ 
w✈s ✈ f✈ll✈w: ✈nd wh✈n th✈y w✈nt ✈n h✈ c✈ll✈d ✈ut: 

—H✈ll✈! ✈t’s y✈ung D✈d✈lus! Wh✈t’s up? 
—Th✈ sky ✈s up, Br✈th✈r M✈ch✈✈l s✈✈d. 
H✈ w✈s ✈ f✈ll✈w ✈ut ✈f th✈ th✈rd ✈f gr✈mm✈r ✈nd, wh✈l✈ 

St✈ph✈n w✈s undr✈ss✈ng, h✈ ✈sk✈d Br✈th✈r M✈ch✈✈l t✈ br✈ng 
h✈m ✈ r✈und ✈f butt✈r✈d t✈✈st. 

—✈h, d✈! h✈ s✈✈d. 
—Butt✈r y✈u up! s✈✈d Br✈th✈r M✈ch✈✈l. Y✈u’ll g✈t y✈ur 

w✈lk✈ng p✈p✈rs ✈n th✈ m✈rn✈ng wh✈n th✈ d✈ct✈r c✈m✈s. 
—W✈ll ✈? th✈ f✈ll✈w s✈✈d. ✈’m n✈t w✈ll y✈t. 
Br✈th✈r M✈ch✈✈l r✈p✈✈t✈d: 
—Y✈u’ll g✈t y✈ur w✈lk✈ng p✈p✈rs. ✈ t✈ll y✈u. 
H✈ b✈nt d✈wn t✈ r✈k✈ th✈ f✈r✈. H✈ h✈d ✈ l✈ng b✈ck l✈k✈ th✈ 

l✈ng b✈ck ✈f ✈ tr✈mh✈rs✈. H✈ sh✈✈k th✈ p✈k✈r gr✈v✈ly ✈nd 
n✈dd✈d h✈s h✈✈d ✈t th✈ f✈ll✈w ✈ut ✈f th✈rd ✈f gr✈mm✈r. 



Th✈n Br✈th✈r M✈ch✈✈l w✈nt ✈w✈y ✈nd ✈ft✈r ✈ wh✈l✈ th✈ 
f✈ll✈w ✈ut ✈f th✈rd ✈f gr✈mm✈r turn✈d ✈n t✈w✈rds th✈ w✈ll ✈nd 
f✈ll ✈sl✈✈p. 

Th✈t w✈s th✈ ✈nf✈rm✈ry. H✈ w✈s s✈ck th✈n. H✈d th✈y wr✈tt✈n 
h✈m✈ t✈ t✈ll h✈s m✈th✈r ✈nd f✈th✈r? But ✈t w✈uld b✈ qu✈ck✈r f✈r 
✈n✈ ✈f th✈ pr✈✈sts t✈ g✈ h✈ms✈lf t✈ t✈ll th✈m. ✈r h✈ w✈uld 
wr✈t✈ ✈ l✈tt✈r f✈r th✈ pr✈✈st t✈ br✈ng. 

D✈✈r M✈th✈r, 
 
✈ ✈m s✈ck. ✈ w✈nt t✈ g✈ h✈m✈. Pl✈✈s✈ c✈m✈ 
✈nd t✈k✈ m✈ h✈m✈. ✈ ✈m ✈n th✈ ✈nf✈rm✈ry. 
 
Y✈ur f✈nd s✈n, 
St✈ph✈n 

H✈w f✈r ✈w✈y th✈y w✈r✈! Th✈r✈ w✈s c✈ld sunl✈ght ✈uts✈d✈ 
th✈ w✈nd✈w. H✈ w✈nd✈r✈d ✈f h✈ w✈uld d✈✈. Y✈u c✈uld d✈✈ just 
th✈ s✈m✈ ✈n ✈ sunny d✈y. H✈ m✈ght d✈✈ b✈f✈r✈ h✈s m✈th✈r 
c✈m✈. Th✈n h✈ w✈uld h✈v✈ ✈ d✈✈d m✈ss ✈n th✈ ch✈p✈l l✈k✈ 
th✈ w✈y th✈ f✈ll✈ws h✈d t✈ld h✈m ✈t w✈s wh✈n L✈ttl✈ h✈d d✈✈d. 
✈ll th✈ f✈ll✈ws w✈uld b✈ ✈t th✈ m✈ss, dr✈ss✈d ✈n bl✈ck, ✈ll w✈th 
s✈d f✈c✈s. W✈lls t✈✈ w✈uld b✈ th✈r✈ but n✈ f✈ll✈w w✈uld l✈✈k 
✈t h✈m. Th✈ r✈ct✈r w✈uld b✈ th✈r✈ ✈n ✈ c✈p✈ ✈f bl✈ck ✈nd g✈ld 
✈nd th✈r✈ w✈uld b✈ t✈ll y✈ll✈w c✈ndl✈s ✈n th✈ ✈lt✈r ✈nd r✈und 
th✈ c✈t✈f✈lqu✈. ✈nd th✈y w✈uld c✈rry th✈ c✈ff✈n ✈ut ✈f th✈ 
ch✈p✈l sl✈wly ✈nd h✈ w✈uld b✈ bur✈✈d ✈n th✈ l✈ttl✈ gr✈v✈y✈rd 
✈f th✈ c✈mmun✈ty ✈ff th✈ m✈✈n ✈v✈nu✈ ✈f l✈m✈s. ✈nd W✈lls 
w✈uld b✈ s✈rry th✈n f✈r wh✈t h✈ h✈d d✈n✈. ✈nd th✈ b✈ll w✈uld t✈ll 
sl✈wly. 

H✈ c✈uld h✈✈r th✈ t✈ll✈ng. H✈ s✈✈d ✈v✈r t✈ h✈ms✈lf th✈ s✈ng 
th✈t Br✈g✈d h✈d t✈ught h✈m. 

D✈ngd✈ng! Th✈ c✈stl✈ b✈ll! 
F✈r✈w✈ll, my m✈th✈r! 
Bury m✈ ✈n th✈ ✈ld churchy✈rd 
B✈s✈d✈ my ✈ld✈st br✈th✈r. 
My c✈ff✈n sh✈ll b✈ bl✈ck, 
S✈x ✈ng✈ls ✈t my b✈ck, 
Tw✈ t✈ s✈ng ✈nd tw✈ t✈ pr✈y 
✈nd tw✈ t✈ c✈rry my s✈ul ✈w✈y. 



H✈w b✈✈ut✈ful ✈nd s✈d th✈t w✈s! H✈w b✈✈ut✈ful th✈ w✈rds 
w✈r✈ wh✈r✈ th✈y s✈✈d Bury m✈ ✈n th✈ ✈ld churchy✈rd! ✈ tr✈m✈r 
p✈ss✈d ✈v✈r h✈s b✈dy. H✈w s✈d ✈nd h✈w b✈✈ut✈ful! H✈ w✈nt✈d 
t✈ cry qu✈✈tly but n✈t f✈r h✈ms✈lf: f✈r th✈ w✈rds, s✈ b✈✈ut✈ful ✈nd 
s✈d, l✈k✈ mus✈c. Th✈ b✈ll! Th✈ b✈ll! F✈r✈w✈ll! ✈ f✈r✈w✈ll! 

Th✈ c✈ld sunl✈ght w✈s w✈✈k✈r ✈nd Br✈th✈r M✈ch✈✈l w✈s 
st✈nd✈ng ✈t h✈s b✈ds✈d✈ w✈th ✈ b✈wl ✈f b✈✈ft✈✈. H✈ w✈s gl✈d 
f✈r h✈s m✈uth w✈s h✈t ✈nd dry. H✈ c✈uld h✈✈r th✈m pl✈y✈ng ✈n 
th✈ pl✈ygr✈unds. ✈nd th✈ d✈y w✈s g✈✈ng ✈n ✈n th✈ c✈ll✈g✈ just 
✈s ✈f h✈ w✈r✈ th✈r✈. 

Th✈n Br✈th✈r M✈ch✈✈l w✈s g✈✈ng ✈w✈y ✈nd th✈ f✈ll✈w ✈ut 
✈f th✈ th✈rd ✈f gr✈mm✈r t✈ld h✈m t✈ b✈ sur✈ ✈nd c✈m✈ b✈ck ✈nd 
t✈ll h✈m ✈ll th✈ n✈ws ✈n th✈ p✈p✈r. H✈ t✈ld St✈ph✈n th✈t h✈s 
n✈m✈ w✈s ✈thy ✈nd th✈t h✈s f✈th✈r k✈pt ✈ l✈t ✈f r✈c✈h✈rs✈s 
th✈t w✈r✈ sp✈ff✈ng jump✈rs ✈nd th✈t h✈s f✈th✈r w✈uld g✈v✈ ✈ 
g✈✈d t✈p t✈ Br✈th✈r M✈ch✈✈l ✈ny t✈m✈ h✈ w✈nt✈d ✈t 
b✈c✈us✈ Br✈th✈r M✈ch✈✈l w✈s v✈ry d✈c✈nt ✈nd ✈lw✈ys t✈ld 
h✈m th✈ n✈ws ✈ut ✈f th✈ p✈p✈r th✈y g✈t ✈v✈ry d✈y up ✈n th✈ 
c✈stl✈. Th✈r✈ w✈s ✈v✈ry k✈nd ✈f n✈ws ✈n th✈ p✈p✈r: ✈cc✈d✈nts, 
sh✈pwr✈cks, sp✈rts ✈nd p✈l✈t✈cs. 

—N✈w ✈t ✈s ✈ll ✈b✈ut p✈l✈t✈cs ✈n th✈ p✈p✈rs, h✈ s✈✈d. D✈ 
y✈ur p✈✈pl✈ t✈lk ✈b✈ut th✈t t✈✈? 

—Y✈s, St✈ph✈n s✈✈d. 
—M✈n✈ t✈✈, h✈ s✈✈d. 
Th✈n h✈ th✈ught f✈r ✈ m✈m✈nt ✈nd s✈✈d: 
—Y✈u h✈v✈ ✈ qu✈✈r n✈m✈, D✈d✈lus, ✈nd ✈ h✈v✈ ✈ qu✈✈r 

n✈m✈ t✈✈, ✈thy. My n✈m✈ ✈s th✈ n✈m✈ ✈f ✈ t✈wn. Y✈ur n✈m✈ 
✈s l✈k✈ L✈t✈n. 

Th✈n h✈ ✈sk✈d: 
—✈r✈ y✈u g✈✈d ✈t r✈ddl✈s? 
St✈ph✈n ✈nsw✈r✈d: 
—N✈t v✈ry g✈✈d. 
Th✈n h✈ s✈✈d: 
—C✈n y✈u ✈nsw✈r m✈ th✈s ✈n✈? Why ✈s th✈ c✈unty ✈f K✈ld✈r✈ 

l✈k✈ th✈ l✈g ✈f ✈ f✈ll✈w’s br✈✈ch✈s? 
St✈ph✈n th✈ught wh✈t c✈uld b✈ th✈ ✈nsw✈r ✈nd th✈n s✈✈d: 



—✈ g✈v✈ ✈t up. 
—B✈c✈us✈ th✈r✈ ✈s ✈ th✈gh ✈n ✈t, h✈ s✈✈d. D✈ y✈u s✈✈ th✈ 

j✈k✈? ✈thy ✈s th✈ t✈wn ✈n th✈ c✈unty K✈ld✈r✈ ✈nd ✈ th✈gh ✈s 
th✈ ✈th✈r th✈gh. 

—✈h, ✈ s✈✈, St✈ph✈n s✈✈d. 
—Th✈t’s ✈n ✈ld r✈ddl✈, h✈ s✈✈d. 
✈ft✈r ✈ m✈m✈nt h✈ s✈✈d: 
—✈ s✈y! 
—Wh✈t? ✈sk✈d St✈ph✈n. 
—Y✈u kn✈w, h✈ s✈✈d, y✈u c✈n ✈sk th✈t r✈ddl✈ ✈n✈th✈r w✈y. 
—C✈n y✈u? s✈✈d St✈ph✈n. 
—Th✈ s✈m✈ r✈ddl✈, h✈ s✈✈d. D✈ y✈u kn✈w th✈ ✈th✈r w✈y t✈ 

✈sk ✈t? 
—N✈, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n. 
—C✈n y✈u n✈t th✈nk ✈f th✈ ✈th✈r w✈y? h✈ s✈✈d. 
H✈ l✈✈k✈d ✈t St✈ph✈n ✈v✈r th✈ b✈dcl✈th✈s ✈s h✈ sp✈k✈. 

Th✈n h✈ l✈y b✈ck ✈n th✈ p✈ll✈w ✈nd s✈✈d: 
—Th✈r✈ ✈s ✈n✈th✈r w✈y but ✈ w✈n’t t✈ll y✈u wh✈t ✈t ✈s. 
Why d✈d h✈ n✈t t✈ll ✈t? H✈s f✈th✈r, wh✈ k✈pt th✈ r✈c✈h✈rs✈s, 

must b✈ ✈ m✈g✈str✈t✈ t✈✈ l✈k✈ S✈ur✈n’s f✈th✈r ✈nd N✈sty 
R✈ch✈’s f✈th✈r. H✈ th✈ught ✈f h✈s ✈wn f✈th✈r, ✈f h✈w h✈ s✈ng 
s✈ngs wh✈l✈ h✈s m✈th✈r pl✈y✈d ✈nd ✈f h✈w h✈ ✈lw✈ys g✈v✈ 
h✈m ✈ sh✈ll✈ng wh✈n h✈ ✈sk✈d f✈r s✈xp✈nc✈ ✈nd h✈ f✈lt s✈rry 
f✈r h✈m th✈t h✈ w✈s n✈t ✈ m✈g✈str✈t✈ l✈k✈ th✈ ✈th✈r b✈ys’ 
f✈th✈rs. Th✈n why w✈s h✈ s✈nt t✈ th✈t pl✈c✈ w✈th th✈m? But h✈s 
f✈th✈r h✈d t✈ld h✈m th✈t h✈ w✈uld b✈ n✈ str✈ng✈r th✈r✈ 
b✈c✈us✈ h✈s gr✈nduncl✈ h✈d pr✈s✈nt✈d ✈n ✈ddr✈ss t✈ th✈ 
L✈b✈r✈t✈r th✈r✈ f✈fty y✈✈rs b✈f✈r✈. Y✈u c✈uld kn✈w th✈ 
p✈✈pl✈ ✈f th✈t t✈m✈ by th✈✈r ✈ld dr✈ss. ✈t s✈✈m✈d t✈ h✈m ✈ 
s✈l✈mn t✈m✈: ✈nd h✈ w✈nd✈r✈d ✈f th✈t w✈s th✈ t✈m✈ wh✈n th✈ 
f✈ll✈ws ✈n Cl✈ng✈w✈s w✈r✈ blu✈ c✈✈ts w✈th br✈ss butt✈ns ✈nd 
y✈ll✈w w✈✈stc✈✈ts ✈nd c✈ps ✈f r✈bb✈tsk✈n ✈nd dr✈nk b✈✈r 
l✈k✈ gr✈wnup p✈✈pl✈ ✈nd k✈pt gr✈yh✈unds ✈f th✈✈r ✈wn t✈ 
c✈urs✈ th✈ h✈r✈s w✈th. 

H✈ l✈✈k✈d ✈t th✈ w✈nd✈w ✈nd s✈w th✈t th✈ d✈yl✈ght h✈d 
gr✈wn w✈✈k✈r. Th✈r✈ w✈uld b✈ cl✈udy gr✈y l✈ght ✈v✈r th✈ 



pl✈ygr✈unds. Th✈r✈ w✈s n✈ n✈✈s✈ ✈n th✈ pl✈ygr✈unds. Th✈ cl✈ss 
must b✈ d✈✈ng th✈ th✈m✈s ✈r p✈rh✈ps F✈th✈r ✈rn✈ll w✈s 
r✈✈d✈ng ✈ut ✈f th✈ b✈✈k. 
✈t w✈s qu✈✈r th✈t th✈y h✈d n✈t g✈v✈n h✈m ✈ny m✈d✈c✈n✈. 

P✈rh✈ps Br✈th✈r M✈ch✈✈l w✈uld br✈ng ✈t b✈ck wh✈n h✈ c✈m✈. 
Th✈y s✈✈d y✈u g✈t st✈nk✈ng stuff t✈ dr✈nk wh✈n y✈u w✈r✈ ✈n th✈ 
✈nf✈rm✈ry. But h✈ f✈lt b✈tt✈r n✈w th✈n b✈f✈r✈. ✈t w✈uld b✈ 
n✈c✈ g✈tt✈ng b✈tt✈r sl✈wly. Y✈u c✈uld g✈t ✈ b✈✈k th✈n. Th✈r✈ 
w✈s ✈ b✈✈k ✈n th✈ l✈br✈ry ✈b✈ut H✈ll✈nd. Th✈r✈ w✈r✈ l✈v✈ly 
f✈r✈✈gn n✈m✈s ✈n ✈t ✈nd p✈ctur✈s ✈f str✈ng✈l✈✈k✈ng c✈t✈✈s 
✈nd sh✈ps. ✈t m✈d✈ y✈u f✈✈l s✈ h✈ppy. 

H✈w p✈l✈ th✈ l✈ght w✈s ✈t th✈ w✈nd✈w! But th✈t w✈s n✈c✈. Th✈ 
f✈r✈ r✈s✈ ✈nd f✈ll ✈n th✈ w✈ll. ✈t w✈s l✈k✈ w✈v✈s. S✈m✈✈n✈ 
h✈d put c✈✈l ✈n ✈nd h✈ h✈✈rd v✈✈c✈s. Th✈y w✈r✈ t✈lk✈ng. ✈t 
w✈s th✈ n✈✈s✈ ✈f th✈ w✈v✈s. ✈r th✈ w✈v✈s w✈r✈ t✈lk✈ng 
✈m✈ng th✈ms✈lv✈s ✈s th✈y r✈s✈ ✈nd f✈ll. 

H✈ s✈w th✈ s✈✈ ✈f w✈v✈s, l✈ng d✈rk w✈v✈s r✈s✈ng ✈nd 
f✈ll✈ng, d✈rk und✈r th✈ m✈✈nl✈ss n✈ght. ✈ t✈ny l✈ght tw✈nkl✈d ✈t 
th✈ p✈✈rh✈✈d wh✈r✈ th✈ sh✈p w✈s ✈nt✈r✈ng: ✈nd h✈ s✈w ✈ 
mult✈tud✈ ✈f p✈✈pl✈ g✈th✈r✈d by th✈ w✈t✈rs’ ✈dg✈ t✈ s✈✈ th✈ 
sh✈p th✈t w✈s ✈nt✈r✈ng th✈✈r h✈rb✈ur. ✈ t✈ll m✈n st✈✈d ✈n th✈ 
d✈ck, l✈✈k✈ng ✈ut t✈w✈rds th✈ fl✈t d✈rk l✈nd: ✈nd by th✈ l✈ght ✈t 
th✈ p✈✈rh✈✈d h✈ s✈w h✈s f✈c✈, th✈ s✈rr✈wful f✈c✈ ✈f Br✈th✈r 
M✈ch✈✈l. 

H✈ s✈w h✈m l✈ft h✈s h✈nd t✈w✈rds th✈ p✈✈pl✈ ✈nd h✈✈rd h✈m 
s✈y ✈n ✈ l✈ud v✈✈c✈ ✈f s✈rr✈w ✈v✈r th✈ w✈t✈rs: 

—H✈ ✈s d✈✈d. W✈ s✈w h✈m ly✈ng up✈n th✈ c✈t✈f✈lqu✈. ✈ 
w✈✈l ✈f s✈rr✈w w✈nt up fr✈m th✈ p✈✈pl✈. 

—P✈rn✈ll! P✈rn✈ll! H✈ ✈s d✈✈d! 
Th✈y f✈ll up✈n th✈✈r kn✈✈s, m✈✈n✈ng ✈n s✈rr✈w. 
✈nd h✈ s✈w D✈nt✈ ✈n ✈ m✈r✈✈n v✈lv✈t dr✈ss ✈nd w✈th ✈ 

gr✈✈n v✈lv✈t m✈ntl✈ h✈ng✈ng fr✈m h✈r sh✈uld✈rs w✈lk✈ng 
pr✈udly ✈nd s✈l✈ntly p✈st th✈ p✈✈pl✈ wh✈ kn✈lt by th✈ w✈t✈r’s 
✈dg✈. 

 



✈ gr✈✈t f✈r✈, b✈nk✈d h✈gh ✈nd r✈d, fl✈m✈d ✈n th✈ gr✈t✈ ✈nd 
und✈r th✈ ✈vytw✈n✈d br✈nch✈s ✈f th✈ ch✈nd✈l✈✈r th✈ Chr✈stm✈s 
t✈bl✈ w✈s spr✈✈d. Th✈y h✈d c✈m✈ h✈m✈ ✈ l✈ttl✈ l✈t✈ ✈nd st✈ll 
d✈nn✈r w✈s n✈t r✈✈dy: but ✈t w✈uld b✈ r✈✈dy ✈n ✈ j✈ffy, h✈s 
m✈th✈r h✈d s✈✈d. Th✈y w✈r✈ w✈✈t✈ng f✈r th✈ d✈✈r t✈ ✈p✈n 
✈nd f✈r th✈ s✈rv✈nts t✈ c✈m✈ ✈n, h✈ld✈ng th✈ b✈g d✈sh✈s 
c✈v✈r✈d w✈th th✈✈r h✈✈vy m✈t✈l c✈v✈rs. 
✈ll w✈r✈ w✈✈t✈ng: uncl✈ Ch✈rl✈s, wh✈ s✈t f✈r ✈w✈y ✈n th✈ 

sh✈d✈w ✈f th✈ w✈nd✈w, D✈nt✈ ✈nd Mr C✈s✈y, wh✈ s✈t ✈n th✈ 
✈✈sych✈✈rs ✈t ✈✈th✈r s✈d✈ ✈f th✈ h✈✈rth, St✈ph✈n, s✈✈t✈d 
✈n ✈ ch✈✈r b✈tw✈✈n th✈m, h✈s f✈✈t r✈st✈ng ✈n th✈ t✈✈st✈d 
b✈ss. Mr D✈d✈lus l✈✈k✈d ✈t h✈ms✈lf ✈n th✈ p✈✈rgl✈ss ✈b✈v✈ 
th✈ m✈nt✈lp✈✈c✈, w✈x✈d ✈ut h✈s m✈ust✈ch✈ ✈nds ✈nd th✈n, 
p✈rt✈ng h✈s c✈✈t t✈✈ls, st✈✈d w✈th h✈s b✈ck t✈ th✈ gl✈w✈ng 
f✈r✈: ✈nd st✈ll fr✈m t✈m✈ t✈ t✈m✈ h✈ w✈thdr✈w ✈ h✈nd fr✈m 
h✈s c✈✈t t✈✈l t✈ w✈x ✈ut ✈n✈ ✈f h✈s m✈ust✈ch✈ ✈nds. Mr 
C✈s✈y l✈✈n✈d h✈s h✈✈d t✈ ✈n✈ s✈d✈ ✈nd, sm✈l✈ng, t✈pp✈d 
th✈ gl✈nd ✈f h✈s n✈ck w✈th h✈s f✈ng✈rs. ✈nd St✈ph✈n sm✈l✈d t✈✈ 
f✈r h✈ kn✈w n✈w th✈t ✈t w✈s n✈t tru✈ th✈t Mr C✈s✈y h✈d ✈ purs✈ 
✈f s✈lv✈r ✈n h✈s thr✈✈t. H✈ sm✈l✈d t✈ th✈nk h✈w th✈ s✈lv✈ry 
n✈✈s✈ wh✈ch Mr C✈s✈y us✈d t✈ m✈k✈ h✈d d✈c✈✈v✈d h✈m. ✈nd 
wh✈n h✈ h✈d tr✈✈d t✈ ✈p✈n Mr C✈s✈y’s h✈nd t✈ s✈✈ ✈f th✈ purs✈ 
✈f s✈lv✈r w✈s h✈dd✈n th✈r✈ h✈ h✈d s✈✈n th✈t th✈ f✈ng✈rs c✈uld 
n✈t b✈ str✈✈ght✈n✈d ✈ut: ✈nd Mr C✈s✈y h✈d t✈ld h✈m th✈t h✈ h✈d 
g✈t th✈s✈ thr✈✈ cr✈mp✈d f✈ng✈rs m✈k✈ng ✈ b✈rthd✈y pr✈s✈nt 
f✈r Qu✈✈n V✈ct✈r✈✈. Mr C✈s✈y t✈pp✈d th✈ gl✈nd ✈f h✈s n✈ck 
✈nd sm✈l✈d ✈t St✈ph✈n w✈th sl✈✈py ✈y✈s: ✈nd Mr D✈d✈lus s✈✈d 
t✈ h✈m: 

—Y✈s. W✈ll n✈w, th✈t’s ✈ll r✈ght. ✈, w✈ h✈d ✈ g✈✈d w✈lk, h✈dn’t 
w✈, J✈hn? Y✈s... ✈ w✈nd✈r ✈f th✈r✈’s ✈ny l✈k✈l✈h✈✈d ✈f 
d✈nn✈r th✈s ✈v✈n✈ng. Y✈s... ✈, w✈ll n✈w, w✈ g✈t ✈ g✈✈d br✈✈th 
✈f ✈z✈n✈ r✈und th✈ H✈✈d t✈d✈y. ✈y, b✈d✈d. 

H✈ turn✈d t✈ D✈nt✈ ✈nd s✈✈d: 
—Y✈u d✈dn’t st✈r ✈ut ✈t ✈ll, Mrs R✈✈rd✈n? 
D✈nt✈ fr✈wn✈d ✈nd s✈✈d sh✈rtly: 
—N✈. 



Mr D✈d✈lus dr✈pp✈d h✈s c✈✈t t✈✈ls ✈nd w✈nt ✈v✈r t✈ th✈ 
s✈d✈b✈✈rd. H✈ br✈ught f✈rth ✈ gr✈✈t st✈n✈ j✈r ✈f wh✈sky fr✈m 
th✈ l✈ck✈r ✈nd f✈ll✈d th✈ d✈c✈nt✈r sl✈wly, b✈nd✈ng n✈w ✈nd 
th✈n t✈ s✈✈ h✈w much h✈ h✈d p✈ur✈d ✈n. Th✈n r✈pl✈c✈ng th✈ j✈r 
✈n th✈ l✈ck✈r h✈ p✈ur✈d ✈ l✈ttl✈ ✈f th✈ wh✈sky ✈nt✈ tw✈ 
gl✈ss✈s, ✈dd✈d ✈ l✈ttl✈ w✈t✈r ✈nd c✈m✈ b✈ck w✈th th✈m t✈ th✈ 
f✈r✈pl✈c✈. 

—✈ th✈mbl✈ful, J✈hn, h✈ s✈✈d, just t✈ wh✈t y✈ur ✈pp✈t✈t✈. 
Mr C✈s✈y t✈✈k th✈ gl✈ss, dr✈nk, ✈nd pl✈c✈d ✈t n✈✈r h✈m ✈n 

th✈ m✈nt✈lp✈✈c✈. Th✈n h✈ s✈✈d: 
—W✈ll, ✈ c✈n’t h✈lp th✈nk✈ng ✈f ✈ur fr✈✈nd Chr✈st✈ph✈r 

m✈nuf✈ctur✈ng... 
H✈ br✈k✈ ✈nt✈ ✈ f✈t ✈f l✈ught✈r ✈nd c✈ugh✈ng ✈nd ✈dd✈d: 
—...m✈nuf✈ctur✈ng th✈t ch✈mp✈gn✈ f✈r th✈s✈ f✈ll✈ws. 
Mr D✈d✈lus l✈ugh✈d l✈udly. 
—✈s ✈t Chr✈sty? h✈ s✈✈d. Th✈r✈’s m✈r✈ cunn✈ng ✈n ✈n✈ ✈f 

th✈s✈ w✈rts ✈n h✈s b✈ld h✈✈d th✈n ✈n ✈ p✈ck ✈f j✈ck f✈x✈s. 
H✈ ✈ncl✈n✈d h✈s h✈✈d, cl✈s✈d h✈s ✈y✈s, ✈nd, l✈ck✈ng h✈s 

l✈ps pr✈fus✈ly, b✈g✈n t✈ sp✈✈k w✈th th✈ v✈✈c✈ ✈f th✈ h✈t✈l 
k✈✈p✈r. 

—✈nd h✈ h✈s such ✈ s✈ft m✈uth wh✈n h✈’s sp✈✈k✈ng t✈ y✈u, 
d✈n’t y✈u kn✈w. H✈’s v✈ry m✈✈st ✈nd w✈t✈ry ✈b✈ut th✈ d✈wl✈ps, 
G✈d bl✈ss h✈m. 

Mr C✈s✈y w✈s st✈ll struggl✈ng thr✈ugh h✈s f✈t ✈f c✈ugh✈ng ✈nd 
l✈ught✈r. St✈ph✈n, s✈✈✈ng ✈nd h✈✈r✈ng th✈ h✈t✈l k✈✈p✈r 
thr✈ugh h✈s f✈th✈r’s f✈c✈ ✈nd v✈✈c✈, l✈ugh✈d. 

Mr D✈d✈lus put up h✈s ✈y✈gl✈ss ✈nd, st✈r✈ng d✈wn ✈t h✈m, s✈✈d 
qu✈✈tly ✈nd k✈ndly: 

—Wh✈t ✈r✈ y✈u l✈ugh✈ng ✈t, y✈u l✈ttl✈ puppy, y✈u? 
Th✈ s✈rv✈nts ✈nt✈r✈d ✈nd pl✈c✈d th✈ d✈sh✈s ✈n th✈ t✈bl✈. Mrs 

D✈d✈lus f✈ll✈w✈d ✈nd th✈ pl✈c✈s w✈r✈ ✈rr✈ng✈d. 
—S✈t ✈v✈r, sh✈ s✈✈d. 
Mr D✈d✈lus w✈nt t✈ th✈ ✈nd ✈f th✈ t✈bl✈ ✈nd s✈✈d: 
—N✈w, Mrs R✈✈rd✈n, s✈t ✈v✈r. J✈hn, s✈t y✈u d✈wn, my h✈✈rty. 
H✈ l✈✈k✈d r✈und t✈ wh✈r✈ uncl✈ Ch✈rl✈s s✈t ✈nd s✈✈d: 



—N✈w th✈n, s✈r, th✈r✈’s ✈ b✈rd h✈r✈ w✈✈t✈ng f✈r y✈u. 
Wh✈n ✈ll h✈d t✈k✈n th✈✈r s✈✈ts h✈ l✈✈d h✈s h✈nd ✈n th✈ 

c✈v✈r ✈nd th✈n s✈✈d qu✈ckly, w✈thdr✈w✈ng ✈t: 
—N✈w, St✈ph✈n. 
St✈ph✈n st✈✈d up ✈n h✈s pl✈c✈ t✈ s✈y th✈ gr✈c✈ b✈f✈r✈ 

m✈✈ls: 
Bl✈ss us, ✈ L✈rd, ✈nd th✈s✈ Thy g✈fts wh✈ch thr✈ugh Thy b✈unty w✈ 

✈r✈ ✈b✈ut t✈ r✈c✈✈v✈ thr✈ugh Chr✈st ✈ur L✈rd. ✈m✈n. 

✈ll bl✈ss✈d th✈ms✈lv✈s ✈nd Mr D✈d✈lus w✈th ✈ s✈gh ✈f 
pl✈✈sur✈ l✈ft✈d fr✈m th✈ d✈sh th✈ h✈✈vy c✈v✈r p✈✈rl✈d 
✈r✈und th✈ ✈dg✈ w✈th gl✈st✈n✈ng dr✈ps. 

St✈ph✈n l✈✈k✈d ✈t th✈ plump turk✈y wh✈ch h✈d l✈✈n, truss✈d 
✈nd sk✈w✈r✈d, ✈n th✈ k✈tch✈n t✈bl✈. H✈ kn✈w th✈t h✈s f✈th✈r 
h✈d p✈✈d ✈ gu✈n✈✈ f✈r ✈t ✈n Dunn’s ✈f D’✈l✈✈r Str✈✈t ✈nd 
th✈t th✈ m✈n h✈d pr✈dd✈d ✈t ✈ft✈n ✈t th✈ br✈✈stb✈n✈ t✈ sh✈w 
h✈w g✈✈d ✈t w✈s: ✈nd h✈ r✈m✈mb✈r✈d th✈ m✈n’s v✈✈c✈ wh✈n 
h✈ h✈d s✈✈d: 

—T✈k✈ th✈t ✈n✈, s✈r. Th✈t’s th✈ r✈✈l ✈lly D✈ly. 
Why d✈d Mr B✈rr✈tt ✈n Cl✈ng✈w✈s c✈ll h✈s p✈ndyb✈t ✈ turk✈y? 

But Cl✈ng✈w✈s w✈s f✈r ✈w✈y: ✈nd th✈ w✈rm h✈✈vy sm✈ll ✈f 
turk✈y ✈nd h✈m ✈nd c✈l✈ry r✈s✈ fr✈m th✈ pl✈t✈s ✈nd d✈sh✈s ✈nd 
th✈ gr✈✈t f✈r✈ w✈s b✈nk✈d h✈gh ✈nd r✈d ✈n th✈ gr✈t✈ ✈nd th✈ 
gr✈✈n ✈vy ✈nd r✈d h✈lly m✈d✈ y✈u f✈✈l s✈ h✈ppy ✈nd wh✈n 
d✈nn✈r w✈s ✈nd✈d th✈ b✈g plum pudd✈ng w✈uld b✈ c✈rr✈✈d ✈n, 
studd✈d w✈th p✈✈l✈d ✈lm✈nds ✈nd spr✈gs ✈f h✈lly, w✈th blu✈sh 
f✈r✈ runn✈ng ✈r✈und ✈t ✈nd ✈ l✈ttl✈ gr✈✈n fl✈g fly✈ng fr✈m th✈ 
t✈p. 
✈t w✈s h✈s f✈rst Chr✈stm✈s d✈nn✈r ✈nd h✈ th✈ught ✈f h✈s l✈ttl✈ 

br✈th✈rs ✈nd s✈st✈rs wh✈ w✈r✈ w✈✈t✈ng ✈n th✈ nurs✈ry, ✈s h✈ 
h✈d ✈ft✈n w✈✈t✈d, t✈ll th✈ pudd✈ng c✈m✈. Th✈ d✈✈p l✈w c✈ll✈r 
✈nd th✈ ✈t✈n j✈ck✈t m✈d✈ h✈m f✈✈l qu✈✈r ✈nd ✈ld✈sh: ✈nd th✈t 
m✈rn✈ng wh✈n h✈s m✈th✈r h✈d br✈ught h✈m d✈wn t✈ th✈ p✈rl✈ur, 
dr✈ss✈d f✈r m✈ss, h✈s f✈th✈r h✈d cr✈✈d. Th✈t w✈s b✈c✈us✈ h✈ 
w✈s th✈nk✈ng ✈f h✈s ✈wn f✈th✈r. ✈nd uncl✈ Ch✈rl✈s h✈d s✈✈d s✈ 
t✈✈. 



Mr D✈d✈lus c✈v✈r✈d th✈ d✈sh ✈nd b✈g✈n t✈ ✈✈t hungr✈ly. Th✈n 
h✈ s✈✈d: 

—P✈✈r ✈ld Chr✈sty, h✈’s n✈✈rly l✈ps✈d✈d n✈w w✈th r✈gu✈ry. 
—S✈m✈n, s✈✈d Mrs D✈d✈lus, y✈u h✈v✈n’t g✈v✈n Mrs R✈✈rd✈n 

✈ny s✈uc✈. 
Mr D✈d✈lus s✈✈z✈d th✈ s✈uc✈b✈✈t. 
—H✈v✈n’t ✈? h✈ cr✈✈d. Mrs R✈✈rd✈n, p✈ty th✈ p✈✈r bl✈nd. 
D✈nt✈ c✈v✈r✈d h✈r pl✈t✈ w✈th h✈r h✈nds ✈nd s✈✈d: 
—N✈, th✈nks. 
Mr D✈d✈lus turn✈d t✈ uncl✈ Ch✈rl✈s. 
—H✈w ✈r✈ y✈u ✈ff, s✈r? 
—R✈ght ✈s th✈ m✈✈l, S✈m✈n. 
—Y✈u, J✈hn? 
—✈’m ✈ll r✈ght. G✈ ✈n y✈urs✈lf. 
—M✈ry? H✈r✈, St✈ph✈n, h✈r✈’s s✈m✈th✈ng t✈ m✈k✈ y✈ur 

h✈✈r curl. 
H✈ p✈ur✈d s✈uc✈ fr✈✈ly ✈v✈r St✈ph✈n’s pl✈t✈ ✈nd s✈t th✈ 

b✈✈t ✈g✈✈n ✈n th✈ t✈bl✈. Th✈n h✈ ✈sk✈d uncl✈ Ch✈rl✈s w✈s ✈t 
t✈nd✈r. Uncl✈ Ch✈rl✈s c✈uld n✈t sp✈✈k b✈c✈us✈ h✈s m✈uth w✈s 
full but h✈ n✈dd✈d th✈t ✈t w✈s. 

—Th✈t w✈s ✈ g✈✈d ✈nsw✈r ✈ur fr✈✈nd m✈d✈ t✈ th✈ c✈n✈n. 
Wh✈t? s✈✈d Mr D✈d✈lus. 

—✈ d✈dn’t th✈nk h✈ h✈d th✈t much ✈n h✈m, s✈✈d Mr C✈s✈y. 
—✈’ll p✈y y✈ur du✈s, f✈th✈r, wh✈n y✈u c✈✈s✈ turn✈ng th✈ h✈us✈ 

✈f G✈d ✈nt✈ ✈ p✈ll✈ng-b✈✈th. 
—✈ n✈c✈ ✈nsw✈r, s✈✈d D✈nt✈, f✈r ✈ny m✈n c✈ll✈ng h✈ms✈lf 

✈ c✈th✈l✈c t✈ g✈v✈ t✈ h✈s pr✈✈st. 
—Th✈y h✈v✈ ✈nly th✈ms✈lv✈s t✈ bl✈m✈, s✈✈d Mr D✈d✈lus 

su✈v✈ly. ✈f th✈y t✈✈k ✈ f✈✈l’s ✈dv✈c✈ th✈y w✈uld c✈nf✈n✈ 
th✈✈r ✈tt✈nt✈✈n t✈ r✈l✈g✈✈n. 

—✈t ✈s r✈l✈g✈✈n, D✈nt✈ s✈✈d. Th✈y ✈r✈ d✈✈ng th✈✈r duty 
✈n w✈rn✈ng th✈ p✈✈pl✈. 

—W✈ g✈ t✈ th✈ h✈us✈ ✈f G✈d, Mr C✈s✈y s✈✈d, ✈n ✈ll 
hum✈l✈ty t✈ pr✈y t✈ ✈ur M✈k✈r ✈nd n✈t t✈ h✈✈r ✈l✈ct✈✈n 
✈ddr✈ss✈s. 



—✈t ✈s r✈l✈g✈✈n, D✈nt✈ s✈✈d ✈g✈✈n. Th✈y ✈r✈ r✈ght. Th✈y 
must d✈r✈ct th✈✈r fl✈cks. 

—✈nd pr✈✈ch p✈l✈t✈cs fr✈m th✈ ✈lt✈r, ✈s ✈t? ✈sk✈d Mr 
D✈d✈lus. 

—C✈rt✈✈nly, s✈✈d D✈nt✈. ✈t ✈s ✈ qu✈st✈✈n ✈f publ✈c 
m✈r✈l✈ty. ✈ pr✈✈st w✈uld n✈t b✈ ✈ pr✈✈st ✈f h✈ d✈d n✈t t✈ll h✈s 
fl✈ck wh✈t ✈s r✈ght ✈nd wh✈t ✈s wr✈ng. 

Mrs D✈d✈lus l✈✈d d✈wn h✈r kn✈f✈ ✈nd f✈rk, s✈y✈ng: 
—F✈r p✈ty s✈k✈ ✈nd f✈r p✈ty s✈k✈ l✈t us h✈v✈ n✈ p✈l✈t✈c✈l 

d✈scuss✈✈n ✈n th✈s d✈y ✈f ✈ll d✈ys ✈n th✈ y✈✈r. 
—Qu✈t✈ r✈ght, m✈’✈m, s✈✈d uncl✈ Ch✈rl✈s. N✈w S✈m✈n, th✈t’s 

qu✈t✈ ✈n✈ugh n✈w. N✈t ✈n✈th✈r w✈rd n✈w. 
—Y✈s, y✈s, s✈✈d Mr D✈d✈lus qu✈ckly. 
H✈ unc✈v✈r✈d th✈ d✈sh b✈ldly ✈nd s✈✈d: 
—N✈w th✈n, wh✈’s f✈r m✈r✈ turk✈y? 
N✈b✈dy ✈nsw✈r✈d. D✈nt✈ s✈✈d: 
—N✈c✈ l✈ngu✈g✈ f✈r ✈ny c✈th✈l✈c t✈ us✈! 
—Mrs R✈✈rd✈n, ✈ ✈pp✈✈l t✈ y✈u, s✈✈d Mrs D✈d✈lus, t✈ l✈t th✈ 

m✈tt✈r dr✈p n✈w. 
D✈nt✈ turn✈d ✈n h✈r ✈nd s✈✈d: 
—✈nd ✈m ✈ t✈ s✈t h✈r✈ ✈nd l✈st✈n t✈ th✈ p✈st✈rs ✈f my church 

b✈✈ng fl✈ut✈d? 
—N✈b✈dy ✈s s✈y✈ng ✈ w✈rd ✈g✈✈nst th✈m, s✈✈d Mr D✈d✈lus, 

s✈ l✈ng ✈s th✈y d✈n’t m✈ddl✈ ✈n p✈l✈t✈cs. 
—Th✈ b✈sh✈ps ✈nd pr✈✈sts ✈f ✈r✈l✈nd h✈v✈ sp✈k✈n, s✈✈d 

D✈nt✈, ✈nd th✈y must b✈ ✈b✈y✈d. 
—L✈t th✈m l✈✈v✈ p✈l✈t✈cs ✈l✈n✈, s✈✈d Mr C✈s✈y, ✈r th✈ 

p✈✈pl✈ m✈y l✈✈v✈ th✈✈r church ✈l✈n✈. 
—Y✈u h✈✈r? s✈✈d D✈nt✈, turn✈ng t✈ Mrs D✈d✈lus. 
—Mr C✈s✈y! S✈m✈n! s✈✈d Mrs D✈d✈lus, l✈t ✈t ✈nd n✈w. 
—T✈✈ b✈d! T✈✈ b✈d! s✈✈d uncl✈ Ch✈rl✈s. 
—Wh✈t? cr✈✈d Mr D✈d✈lus. W✈r✈ w✈ t✈ d✈s✈rt h✈m ✈t th✈ 

b✈dd✈ng ✈f th✈ ✈ngl✈sh p✈✈pl✈? 
—H✈ w✈s n✈ l✈ng✈r w✈rthy t✈ l✈✈d, s✈✈d D✈nt✈. H✈ w✈s ✈ 

publ✈c s✈nn✈r. 



—W✈ ✈r✈ ✈ll s✈nn✈rs ✈nd bl✈ck s✈nn✈rs, s✈✈d Mr C✈s✈y 
c✈ldly. 

—W✈✈ b✈ t✈ th✈ m✈n by wh✈m th✈ sc✈nd✈l c✈m✈th! s✈✈d Mrs 
R✈✈rd✈n. ✈t w✈uld b✈ b✈tt✈r f✈r h✈m th✈t ✈ m✈llst✈n✈ w✈r✈ 
t✈✈d ✈b✈ut h✈s n✈ck ✈nd th✈t h✈ w✈r✈ c✈st ✈nt✈ th✈ d✈pths ✈f 
th✈ s✈✈ r✈th✈r th✈n th✈t h✈ sh✈uld sc✈nd✈l✈s✈ ✈n✈ ✈f th✈s✈, 
my l✈✈st l✈ttl✈ ✈n✈s. Th✈t ✈s th✈ l✈ngu✈g✈ ✈f th✈ H✈ly Gh✈st. 

—✈nd v✈ry b✈d l✈ngu✈g✈ ✈f y✈u ✈sk m✈, s✈✈d Mr D✈d✈lus 
c✈✈lly. 

—S✈m✈n! S✈m✈n! s✈✈d uncl✈ Ch✈rl✈s. Th✈ b✈y. 
—Y✈s, y✈s, s✈✈d Mr D✈d✈lus. ✈ m✈✈nt ✈b✈ut th✈... ✈ w✈s 

th✈nk✈ng ✈b✈ut th✈ b✈d l✈ngu✈g✈ ✈f th✈ r✈✈lw✈y p✈rt✈r. W✈ll 
n✈w, th✈t’s ✈ll r✈ght. H✈r✈, St✈ph✈n, sh✈w m✈ y✈ur pl✈t✈, ✈ld 
ch✈p. ✈✈t ✈w✈y n✈w. H✈r✈. 

H✈ h✈✈p✈d up th✈ f✈✈d ✈n St✈ph✈n’s pl✈t✈ ✈nd s✈rv✈d uncl✈ 
Ch✈rl✈s ✈nd Mr C✈s✈y t✈ l✈rg✈ p✈✈c✈s ✈f turk✈y ✈nd spl✈sh✈s 
✈f s✈uc✈. Mrs D✈d✈lus w✈s ✈✈t✈ng l✈ttl✈ ✈nd D✈nt✈ s✈t w✈th 
h✈r h✈nds ✈n h✈r l✈p. Sh✈ w✈s r✈d ✈n th✈ f✈c✈. Mr D✈d✈lus 
r✈✈t✈d w✈th th✈ c✈rv✈rs ✈t th✈ ✈nd ✈f th✈ d✈sh ✈nd s✈✈d: 

—Th✈r✈’s ✈ t✈sty b✈t h✈r✈ w✈ c✈ll th✈ p✈p✈’s n✈s✈. ✈f ✈ny 
l✈dy ✈r g✈ntl✈m✈n... 

H✈ h✈ld ✈ p✈✈c✈ ✈f f✈wl up ✈n th✈ pr✈ng ✈f th✈ c✈rv✈ngf✈rk. 
N✈b✈dy sp✈k✈. H✈ put ✈t ✈n h✈s ✈wn pl✈t✈, s✈y✈ng: 

—W✈ll, y✈u c✈n’t s✈y but y✈u w✈r✈ ✈sk✈d. ✈ th✈nk ✈ h✈d b✈tt✈r 
✈✈t ✈t mys✈lf b✈c✈us✈ ✈’m n✈t w✈ll ✈n my h✈✈lth l✈t✈ly. 

H✈ w✈nk✈d ✈t St✈ph✈n ✈nd, r✈pl✈c✈ng th✈ d✈shc✈v✈r, b✈g✈n 
t✈ ✈✈t ✈g✈✈n. 

Th✈r✈ w✈s ✈ s✈l✈nc✈ wh✈l✈ h✈ ✈t✈. Th✈n h✈ s✈✈d: 
—W✈ll n✈w, th✈ d✈y k✈pt up f✈n✈ ✈ft✈r ✈ll. Th✈r✈ w✈r✈ pl✈nty 

✈f str✈ng✈rs d✈wn t✈✈. 
N✈b✈dy sp✈k✈. H✈ s✈✈d ✈g✈✈n: 
—✈ th✈nk th✈r✈ w✈r✈ m✈r✈ str✈ng✈rs d✈wn th✈n l✈st 

Chr✈stm✈s. 
H✈ l✈✈k✈d r✈und ✈t th✈ ✈th✈rs wh✈s✈ f✈c✈s w✈r✈ b✈nt 

t✈w✈rds th✈✈r pl✈t✈s ✈nd, r✈c✈✈v✈ng n✈ r✈ply, w✈✈t✈d f✈r ✈ 
m✈m✈nt ✈nd s✈✈d b✈tt✈rly: 



—W✈ll, my Chr✈stm✈s d✈nn✈r h✈s b✈✈n sp✈✈l✈d ✈nyh✈w. 
—Th✈r✈ c✈uld b✈ n✈✈th✈r luck n✈r gr✈c✈, D✈nt✈ s✈✈d, ✈n ✈ 

h✈us✈ wh✈r✈ th✈r✈ ✈s n✈ r✈sp✈ct f✈r th✈ p✈st✈rs ✈f th✈ church. 
Mr D✈d✈lus thr✈w h✈s kn✈f✈ ✈nd f✈rk n✈✈s✈ly ✈n h✈s pl✈t✈. 
—R✈sp✈ct! h✈ s✈✈d. ✈s ✈t f✈r B✈lly w✈th th✈ l✈p ✈r f✈r th✈ tub 

✈f guts up ✈n ✈rm✈gh? R✈sp✈ct! 
—Pr✈nc✈s ✈f th✈ church, s✈✈d Mr C✈s✈y w✈th sl✈w sc✈rn. 
—L✈rd L✈✈tr✈m’s c✈✈chm✈n, y✈s, s✈✈d Mr D✈d✈lus. 
—Th✈y ✈r✈ th✈ L✈rd’s ✈n✈✈nt✈d, D✈nt✈ s✈✈d. Th✈y ✈r✈ ✈n 

h✈n✈ur t✈ th✈✈r c✈untry. 
—Tub ✈f guts, s✈✈d Mr D✈d✈lus c✈✈rs✈ly. H✈ h✈s ✈ h✈nds✈m✈ 

f✈c✈, m✈nd y✈u, ✈n r✈p✈s✈. Y✈u sh✈uld s✈✈ th✈t f✈ll✈w l✈pp✈ng 
up h✈s b✈c✈n ✈nd c✈bb✈g✈ ✈f ✈ c✈ld w✈nt✈r’s d✈y. ✈ J✈hnny! 

H✈ tw✈st✈d h✈s f✈✈tur✈s ✈nt✈ ✈ gr✈m✈c✈ ✈f h✈✈vy 
b✈st✈✈l✈ty ✈nd m✈d✈ ✈ l✈pp✈ng n✈✈s✈ w✈th h✈s l✈ps. 

—R✈✈lly, S✈m✈n, y✈u sh✈uld n✈t sp✈✈k th✈t w✈y b✈f✈r✈ 
St✈ph✈n. ✈t’s n✈t r✈ght. 

—✈, h✈’ll r✈m✈mb✈r ✈ll th✈s wh✈n h✈ gr✈ws up, s✈✈d D✈nt✈ 
h✈tly—th✈ l✈ngu✈g✈ h✈ h✈✈rd ✈g✈✈nst G✈d ✈nd r✈l✈g✈✈n ✈nd 
pr✈✈sts ✈n h✈s ✈wn h✈m✈. 

—L✈t h✈m r✈m✈mb✈r t✈✈, cr✈✈d Mr C✈s✈y t✈ h✈r fr✈m ✈cr✈ss 
th✈ t✈bl✈, th✈ l✈ngu✈g✈ w✈th wh✈ch th✈ pr✈✈sts ✈nd th✈ pr✈✈sts’ 
p✈wns br✈k✈ P✈rn✈ll’s h✈✈rt ✈nd h✈und✈d h✈m ✈nt✈ h✈s gr✈v✈. 
L✈t h✈m r✈m✈mb✈r th✈t t✈✈ wh✈n h✈ gr✈ws up. 

—S✈ns ✈f b✈tch✈s! cr✈✈d Mr D✈d✈lus. Wh✈n h✈ w✈s d✈wn th✈y 
turn✈d ✈n h✈m t✈ b✈tr✈y h✈m ✈nd r✈nd h✈m l✈k✈ r✈ts ✈n ✈ 
s✈w✈r. L✈wl✈v✈d d✈gs! ✈nd th✈y l✈✈k ✈t! By Chr✈st, th✈y l✈✈k 
✈t! 

—Th✈y b✈h✈v✈d r✈ghtly, cr✈✈d D✈nt✈. Th✈y ✈b✈y✈d th✈✈r 
b✈sh✈ps ✈nd th✈✈r pr✈✈sts. H✈n✈ur t✈ th✈m! 

—W✈ll, ✈t ✈s p✈rf✈ctly dr✈✈dful t✈ s✈y th✈t n✈t ✈v✈n f✈r ✈n✈ 
d✈y ✈n th✈ y✈✈r, s✈✈d Mrs D✈d✈lus, c✈n w✈ b✈ fr✈✈ fr✈m th✈s✈ 
dr✈✈dful d✈sput✈s! 

Uncl✈ Ch✈rl✈s r✈✈s✈d h✈s h✈nds m✈ldly ✈nd s✈✈d: 



—C✈m✈ n✈w, c✈m✈ n✈w, c✈m✈ n✈w! C✈n w✈ n✈t h✈v✈ ✈ur 
✈p✈n✈✈ns wh✈t✈v✈r th✈y ✈r✈ w✈th✈ut th✈s b✈d t✈mp✈r ✈nd 
th✈s b✈d l✈ngu✈g✈? ✈t ✈s t✈✈ b✈d sur✈ly. 

Mrs D✈d✈lus sp✈k✈ t✈ D✈nt✈ ✈n ✈ l✈w v✈✈c✈ but D✈nt✈ s✈✈d 
l✈udly: 

—✈ w✈ll n✈t s✈y n✈th✈ng. ✈ w✈ll d✈f✈nd my church ✈nd my 
r✈l✈g✈✈n wh✈n ✈t ✈s ✈nsult✈d ✈nd sp✈t ✈n by r✈n✈g✈d✈ 
c✈th✈l✈cs. 

Mr C✈s✈y push✈d h✈s pl✈t✈ rud✈ly ✈nt✈ th✈ m✈ddl✈ ✈f th✈ 
t✈bl✈ ✈nd, r✈st✈ng h✈s ✈lb✈ws b✈f✈r✈ h✈m, s✈✈d ✈n ✈ h✈✈rs✈ 
v✈✈c✈ t✈ h✈s h✈st: 

—T✈ll m✈, d✈d ✈ t✈ll y✈u th✈t st✈ry ✈b✈ut ✈ v✈ry f✈m✈us sp✈t? 
—Y✈u d✈d n✈t, J✈hn, s✈✈d Mr D✈d✈lus. 
—Why th✈n, s✈✈d Mr C✈s✈y, ✈t ✈s ✈ m✈st ✈nstruct✈v✈ st✈ry. ✈t 

h✈pp✈n✈d n✈t l✈ng ✈g✈ ✈n th✈ c✈unty W✈ckl✈w wh✈r✈ w✈ ✈r✈ 
n✈w. 

H✈ br✈k✈ ✈ff ✈nd, turn✈ng t✈w✈rds D✈nt✈, s✈✈d w✈th qu✈✈t 
✈nd✈gn✈t✈✈n: 

—✈nd ✈ m✈y t✈ll y✈u, m✈’✈m, th✈t ✈, ✈f y✈u m✈✈n m✈, ✈m n✈ 
r✈n✈g✈d✈ c✈th✈l✈c. ✈ ✈m ✈ c✈th✈l✈c ✈s my f✈th✈r w✈s ✈nd 
h✈s f✈th✈r b✈f✈r✈ h✈m ✈nd h✈s f✈th✈r b✈f✈r✈ h✈m ✈g✈✈n 
wh✈n w✈ g✈v✈ up ✈ur l✈v✈s r✈th✈r th✈n s✈ll ✈ur f✈✈th. 

—Th✈ m✈r✈ sh✈m✈ t✈ y✈u n✈w, D✈nt✈ s✈✈d, t✈ sp✈✈k ✈s y✈u 
d✈. 

—Th✈ st✈ry, J✈hn, s✈✈d Mr D✈d✈lus sm✈l✈ng. L✈t us h✈v✈ th✈ 
st✈ry ✈nyh✈w. 

—C✈th✈l✈c ✈nd✈✈d! r✈p✈✈t✈d D✈nt✈ ✈r✈n✈c✈lly. Th✈ 
bl✈ck✈st pr✈t✈st✈nt ✈n th✈ l✈nd w✈uld n✈t sp✈✈k th✈ l✈ngu✈g✈ 
✈ h✈v✈ h✈✈rd th✈s ✈v✈n✈ng. 

Mr D✈d✈lus b✈g✈n t✈ sw✈y h✈s h✈✈d t✈ ✈nd fr✈, cr✈✈n✈ng 
l✈k✈ ✈ c✈untry s✈ng✈r. 

—✈ ✈m n✈ pr✈t✈st✈nt, ✈ t✈ll y✈u ✈g✈✈n, s✈✈d Mr C✈s✈y, 
flush✈ng. 

Mr D✈d✈lus, st✈ll cr✈✈n✈ng ✈nd sw✈y✈ng h✈s h✈✈d, b✈g✈n t✈ 
s✈ng ✈n ✈ grunt✈ng n✈s✈l t✈n✈: 



✈, c✈m✈ ✈ll y✈u R✈m✈n c✈th✈l✈cs 
Th✈t n✈v✈r w✈nt t✈ m✈ss. 

H✈ t✈✈k up h✈s kn✈f✈ ✈nd f✈rk ✈g✈✈n ✈n g✈✈d hum✈ur ✈nd 
s✈t t✈ ✈✈t✈ng, s✈y✈ng t✈ Mr C✈s✈y: 

—L✈t us h✈v✈ th✈ st✈ry, J✈hn. ✈t w✈ll h✈lp us t✈ d✈g✈st. 
St✈ph✈n l✈✈k✈d w✈th ✈ff✈ct✈✈n ✈t Mr C✈s✈y’s f✈c✈ wh✈ch 

st✈r✈d ✈cr✈ss th✈ t✈bl✈ ✈v✈r h✈s j✈✈n✈d h✈nds. H✈ l✈k✈d t✈ 
s✈t n✈✈r h✈m ✈t th✈ f✈r✈, l✈✈k✈ng up ✈t h✈s d✈rk f✈✈rc✈ f✈c✈. 
But h✈s d✈rk ✈y✈s w✈r✈ n✈v✈r f✈✈rc✈ ✈nd h✈s sl✈w v✈✈c✈ w✈s 
g✈✈d t✈ l✈st✈n t✈. But why w✈s h✈ th✈n ✈g✈✈nst th✈ pr✈✈sts? 
B✈c✈us✈ D✈nt✈ must b✈ r✈ght th✈n. But h✈ h✈d h✈✈rd h✈s f✈th✈r 
s✈y th✈t sh✈ w✈s ✈ sp✈✈l✈d nun ✈nd th✈t sh✈ h✈d c✈m✈ ✈ut ✈f 
th✈ c✈nv✈nt ✈n th✈ ✈ll✈gh✈n✈✈s wh✈n h✈r br✈th✈r h✈d g✈t th✈ 
m✈n✈y fr✈m th✈ s✈v✈g✈s f✈r th✈ tr✈nk✈ts ✈nd th✈ ch✈✈n✈✈s. 
P✈rh✈ps th✈t m✈d✈ h✈r s✈v✈r✈ ✈g✈✈nst P✈rn✈ll. ✈nd sh✈ d✈d 
n✈t l✈k✈ h✈m t✈ pl✈y w✈th ✈✈l✈✈n b✈c✈us✈ ✈✈l✈✈n w✈s ✈ 
pr✈t✈st✈nt ✈nd wh✈n sh✈ w✈s y✈ung sh✈ kn✈w ch✈ldr✈n th✈t us✈d 
t✈ pl✈y w✈th pr✈t✈st✈nts ✈nd th✈ pr✈t✈st✈nts us✈d t✈ m✈k✈ fun ✈f 
th✈ l✈t✈ny ✈f th✈ Bl✈ss✈d V✈rg✈n. T✈w✈r ✈f ✈v✈ry, th✈y us✈d t✈ 
s✈y, H✈us✈ ✈f G✈ld! H✈w c✈uld ✈ w✈m✈n b✈ ✈ t✈w✈r ✈f ✈v✈ry 
✈r ✈ h✈us✈ ✈f g✈ld? Wh✈ w✈s r✈ght th✈n? ✈nd h✈ r✈m✈mb✈r✈d 
th✈ ✈v✈n✈ng ✈n th✈ ✈nf✈rm✈ry ✈n Cl✈ng✈w✈s, th✈ d✈rk w✈t✈rs, 
th✈ l✈ght ✈t th✈ p✈✈rh✈✈d ✈nd th✈ m✈✈n ✈f s✈rr✈w fr✈m th✈ 
p✈✈pl✈ wh✈n th✈y h✈d h✈✈rd. 
✈✈l✈✈n h✈d l✈ng wh✈t✈ h✈nds. ✈n✈ ✈v✈n✈ng wh✈n pl✈y✈ng 

t✈g sh✈ h✈d put h✈r h✈nds ✈v✈r h✈s ✈y✈s: l✈ng ✈nd wh✈t✈ ✈nd 
th✈n ✈nd c✈ld ✈nd s✈ft. Th✈t w✈s ✈v✈ry: ✈ c✈ld wh✈t✈ th✈ng. Th✈t 
w✈s th✈ m✈✈n✈ng ✈f T✈w✈r ✈f ✈v✈ry. 

—Th✈ st✈ry ✈s v✈ry sh✈rt ✈nd sw✈✈t, Mr C✈s✈y s✈✈d. ✈t w✈s 
✈n✈ d✈y d✈wn ✈n ✈rkl✈w, ✈ c✈ld b✈tt✈r d✈y, n✈t l✈ng b✈f✈r✈ 
th✈ ch✈✈f d✈✈d. M✈y G✈d h✈v✈ m✈rcy ✈n h✈m! 

H✈ cl✈s✈d h✈s ✈y✈s w✈✈r✈ly ✈nd p✈us✈d. Mr D✈d✈lus t✈✈k ✈ 
b✈n✈ fr✈m h✈s pl✈t✈ ✈nd t✈r✈ s✈m✈ m✈✈t fr✈m ✈t w✈th h✈s 
t✈✈th, s✈y✈ng: 

—B✈f✈r✈ h✈ w✈s k✈ll✈d, y✈u m✈✈n. 
Mr C✈s✈y ✈p✈n✈d h✈s ✈y✈s, s✈gh✈d ✈nd w✈nt ✈n: 



—✈t w✈s d✈wn ✈n ✈rkl✈w ✈n✈ d✈y. W✈ w✈r✈ d✈wn th✈r✈ ✈t 
✈ m✈✈t✈ng ✈nd ✈ft✈r th✈ m✈✈t✈ng w✈s ✈v✈r w✈ h✈d t✈ m✈k✈ 
✈ur w✈y t✈ th✈ r✈✈lw✈y st✈t✈✈n thr✈ugh th✈ cr✈wd. Such b✈✈✈ng 
✈nd b✈✈✈ng, m✈n, y✈u n✈v✈r h✈✈rd. Th✈y c✈ll✈d us ✈ll th✈ 
n✈m✈s ✈n th✈ w✈rld. W✈ll th✈r✈ w✈s ✈n✈ ✈ld l✈dy, ✈nd ✈ 
drunk✈n ✈ld h✈rr✈d✈n sh✈ w✈s sur✈ly, th✈t p✈✈d ✈ll h✈r 
✈tt✈nt✈✈n t✈ m✈. Sh✈ k✈pt d✈nc✈ng ✈l✈ng b✈s✈d✈ m✈ ✈n th✈ 
mud b✈wl✈ng ✈nd scr✈✈m✈ng ✈nt✈ my f✈c✈: Pr✈✈sthunt✈r! Th✈ 
P✈r✈s Funds! Mr F✈x! K✈tty ✈’Sh✈✈! 

—✈nd wh✈t d✈d y✈u d✈, J✈hn? ✈sk✈d Mr D✈d✈lus. 
—✈ l✈t h✈r b✈wl ✈w✈y, s✈✈d Mr C✈s✈y. ✈t w✈s ✈ c✈ld d✈y ✈nd 

t✈ k✈✈p up my h✈✈rt ✈ h✈d (s✈v✈ng y✈ur pr✈s✈nc✈, m✈’✈m) ✈ 
qu✈d ✈f Tull✈m✈r✈ ✈n my m✈uth ✈nd sur✈ ✈ c✈uldn’t s✈y ✈ w✈rd 
✈n ✈ny c✈s✈ b✈c✈us✈ my m✈uth w✈s full ✈f t✈b✈cc✈ ju✈c✈. 

—W✈ll, J✈hn? 
—W✈ll. ✈ l✈t h✈r b✈wl ✈w✈y, t✈ h✈r h✈✈rt’s c✈nt✈nt, K✈tty 

✈’Sh✈✈ ✈nd th✈ r✈st ✈f ✈t t✈ll ✈t l✈st sh✈ c✈ll✈d th✈t l✈dy ✈ 
n✈m✈ th✈t ✈ w✈n’t sully th✈s Chr✈stm✈s b✈✈rd n✈r y✈ur ✈✈rs, 
m✈’✈m, n✈r my ✈wn l✈ps by r✈p✈✈t✈ng. 

H✈ p✈us✈d. Mr D✈d✈lus, l✈ft✈ng h✈s h✈✈d fr✈m th✈ b✈n✈, 
✈sk✈d: 

—✈nd wh✈t d✈d y✈u d✈, J✈hn? 
—D✈! s✈✈d Mr C✈s✈y. Sh✈ stuck h✈r ugly ✈ld f✈c✈ up ✈t m✈ wh✈n 

sh✈ s✈✈d ✈t ✈nd ✈ h✈d my m✈uth full ✈f t✈b✈cc✈ ju✈c✈. ✈ b✈nt 
d✈wn t✈ h✈r ✈nd Phth! s✈ys ✈ t✈ h✈r l✈k✈ th✈t. 

H✈ turn✈d ✈s✈d✈ ✈nd m✈d✈ th✈ ✈ct ✈f sp✈tt✈ng. 
—Phth! s✈ys ✈ t✈ h✈r l✈k✈ th✈t, r✈ght ✈nt✈ h✈r ✈y✈. 
H✈ cl✈pp✈d h✈s h✈nd t✈ h✈s ✈y✈ ✈nd g✈v✈ ✈ h✈✈rs✈ scr✈✈m 

✈f p✈✈n. 
—✈ J✈sus, M✈ry ✈nd J✈s✈ph! s✈ys sh✈. ✈’m bl✈nd✈d! ✈’m 

bl✈nd✈d ✈nd dr✈wnd✈d! 
H✈ st✈pp✈d ✈n ✈ f✈t ✈f c✈ugh✈ng ✈nd l✈ught✈r, r✈p✈✈t✈ng: 
—✈’m bl✈nd✈d ✈nt✈r✈ly. 
Mr D✈d✈lus l✈ugh✈d l✈udly ✈nd l✈y b✈ck ✈n h✈s ch✈✈r wh✈l✈ 

uncl✈ Ch✈rl✈s sw✈y✈d h✈s h✈✈d t✈ ✈nd fr✈. 



D✈nt✈ l✈✈k✈d t✈rr✈bly ✈ngry ✈nd r✈p✈✈t✈d wh✈l✈ th✈y 
l✈ugh✈d: 

—V✈ry n✈c✈! H✈! V✈ry n✈c✈! 
✈t w✈s n✈t n✈c✈ ✈b✈ut th✈ sp✈t ✈n th✈ w✈m✈n’s ✈y✈. 
But wh✈t w✈s th✈ n✈m✈ th✈ w✈m✈n h✈d c✈ll✈d K✈tty ✈’Sh✈✈ 

th✈t Mr C✈s✈y w✈uld n✈t r✈p✈✈t? H✈ th✈ught ✈f Mr C✈s✈y 
w✈lk✈ng thr✈ugh th✈ cr✈wds ✈f p✈✈pl✈ ✈nd m✈k✈ng sp✈✈ch✈s 
fr✈m ✈ w✈g✈n✈tt✈. Th✈t w✈s wh✈t h✈ h✈d b✈✈n ✈n pr✈s✈n f✈r 
✈nd h✈ r✈m✈mb✈r✈d th✈t ✈n✈ n✈ght S✈rg✈✈nt ✈’N✈✈ll h✈d 
c✈m✈ t✈ th✈ h✈us✈ ✈nd h✈d st✈✈d ✈n th✈ h✈ll, t✈lk✈ng ✈n ✈ l✈w 
v✈✈c✈ w✈th h✈s f✈th✈r ✈nd ch✈w✈ng n✈rv✈usly ✈t th✈ ch✈nstr✈p 
✈f h✈s c✈p. ✈nd th✈t n✈ght Mr C✈s✈y h✈d n✈t g✈n✈ t✈ Dubl✈n by 
tr✈✈n but ✈ c✈r h✈d c✈m✈ t✈ th✈ d✈✈r ✈nd h✈ h✈d h✈✈rd h✈s 
f✈th✈r s✈y s✈m✈th✈ng ✈b✈ut th✈ C✈b✈nt✈✈ly r✈✈d. 

H✈ w✈s f✈r ✈r✈l✈nd ✈nd P✈rn✈ll ✈nd s✈ w✈s h✈s f✈th✈r: ✈nd 
s✈ w✈s D✈nt✈ t✈✈ f✈r ✈n✈ n✈ght ✈t th✈ b✈nd ✈n th✈ ✈spl✈n✈d✈ 
sh✈ h✈d h✈t ✈ g✈ntl✈m✈n ✈n th✈ h✈✈d w✈th h✈r umbr✈ll✈ 
b✈c✈us✈ h✈ h✈d t✈k✈n ✈ff h✈s h✈t wh✈n th✈ b✈nd pl✈y✈d G✈d 
s✈v✈ th✈ Qu✈✈n ✈t th✈ ✈nd. 

Mr D✈d✈lus g✈v✈ ✈ sn✈rt ✈f c✈nt✈mpt. 
—✈h, J✈hn, h✈ s✈✈d. ✈t ✈s tru✈ f✈r th✈m. W✈ ✈r✈ ✈n 

unf✈rtun✈t✈ pr✈✈str✈dd✈n r✈c✈ ✈nd ✈lw✈ys w✈r✈ ✈nd ✈lw✈ys 
w✈ll b✈ t✈ll th✈ ✈nd ✈f th✈ ch✈pt✈r. 

Uncl✈ Ch✈rl✈s sh✈✈k h✈s h✈✈d, s✈y✈ng: 
—✈ b✈d bus✈n✈ss! ✈ b✈d bus✈n✈ss! 
Mr D✈d✈lus r✈p✈✈t✈d: 
—✈ pr✈✈str✈dd✈n G✈df✈rs✈k✈n r✈c✈! 
H✈ p✈✈nt✈d t✈ th✈ p✈rtr✈✈t ✈f h✈s gr✈ndf✈th✈r ✈n th✈ w✈ll 

t✈ h✈s r✈ght. 
—D✈ y✈u s✈✈ th✈t ✈ld ch✈p up th✈r✈, J✈hn? h✈ s✈✈d. H✈ w✈s 

✈ g✈✈d ✈r✈shm✈n wh✈n th✈r✈ w✈s n✈ m✈n✈y ✈n th✈ j✈b. H✈ 
w✈s c✈nd✈mn✈d t✈ d✈✈th ✈s ✈ wh✈t✈b✈y. But h✈ h✈d ✈ s✈y✈ng 
✈b✈ut ✈ur cl✈r✈c✈l fr✈✈nds, th✈t h✈ w✈uld n✈v✈r l✈t ✈n✈ ✈f 
th✈m put h✈s tw✈ f✈✈t und✈r h✈s m✈h✈g✈ny. 

D✈nt✈ br✈k✈ ✈n ✈ngr✈ly: 



—✈f w✈ ✈r✈ ✈ pr✈✈str✈dd✈n r✈c✈ w✈ ✈ught t✈ b✈ pr✈ud ✈f 
✈t! Th✈y ✈r✈ th✈ ✈ppl✈ ✈f G✈d’s ✈y✈. T✈uch th✈m n✈t, s✈ys 
Chr✈st, f✈r th✈y ✈r✈ th✈ ✈ppl✈ ✈f My ✈y✈. 

—✈nd c✈n w✈ n✈t l✈v✈ ✈ur c✈untry th✈n? ✈sk✈d Mr C✈s✈y. ✈r✈ 
w✈ n✈t t✈ f✈ll✈w th✈ m✈n th✈t w✈s b✈rn t✈ l✈✈d us? 

—✈ tr✈✈t✈r t✈ h✈s c✈untry! r✈pl✈✈d D✈nt✈. ✈ tr✈✈t✈r, ✈n 
✈dult✈r✈r! Th✈ pr✈✈sts w✈r✈ r✈ght t✈ ✈b✈nd✈n h✈m. Th✈ 
pr✈✈sts w✈r✈ ✈lw✈ys th✈ tru✈ fr✈✈nds ✈f ✈r✈l✈nd. 

—W✈r✈ th✈y, f✈✈th? s✈✈d Mr C✈s✈y. 
H✈ thr✈w h✈s f✈st ✈n th✈ t✈bl✈ ✈nd, fr✈wn✈ng ✈ngr✈ly, 

pr✈trud✈d ✈n✈ f✈ng✈r ✈ft✈r ✈n✈th✈r. 
—D✈dn’t th✈ b✈sh✈ps ✈f ✈r✈l✈nd b✈tr✈y us ✈n th✈ t✈m✈ ✈f th✈ 

un✈✈n wh✈n B✈sh✈p L✈n✈g✈n pr✈s✈nt✈d ✈n ✈ddr✈ss ✈f l✈y✈lty 
t✈ th✈ M✈rqu✈ss C✈rnw✈ll✈s? D✈dn’t th✈ b✈sh✈ps ✈nd pr✈✈sts s✈ll 
th✈ ✈sp✈r✈t✈✈ns ✈f th✈✈r c✈untry ✈n 1829 ✈n r✈turn f✈r c✈th✈l✈c 
✈m✈nc✈p✈t✈✈n? D✈dn’t th✈y d✈n✈unc✈ th✈ f✈n✈✈n m✈v✈m✈nt 
fr✈m th✈ pulp✈t ✈nd ✈n th✈ c✈nf✈ss✈✈n b✈x? ✈nd d✈dn’t th✈y 
d✈sh✈n✈ur th✈ ✈sh✈s ✈f T✈r✈nc✈ B✈ll✈w M✈cM✈nus? 

H✈s f✈c✈ w✈s gl✈w✈ng w✈th ✈ng✈r ✈nd St✈ph✈n f✈lt th✈ gl✈w 
r✈s✈ t✈ h✈s ✈wn ch✈✈k ✈s th✈ sp✈k✈n w✈rds thr✈ll✈d h✈m. Mr 
D✈d✈lus utt✈r✈d ✈ guff✈w ✈f c✈✈rs✈ sc✈rn. 

—✈, by G✈d, h✈ cr✈✈d, ✈ f✈rg✈t l✈ttl✈ ✈ld P✈ul Cull✈n! ✈n✈th✈r 
✈ppl✈ ✈f G✈d’s ✈y✈! 

D✈nt✈ b✈nt ✈cr✈ss th✈ t✈bl✈ ✈nd cr✈✈d t✈ Mr C✈s✈y: 
—R✈ght! R✈ght! Th✈y w✈r✈ ✈lw✈ys r✈ght! G✈d ✈nd m✈r✈l✈ty 

✈nd r✈l✈g✈✈n c✈m✈ f✈rst. 
Mrs D✈d✈lus, s✈✈✈ng h✈r ✈xc✈t✈m✈nt, s✈✈d t✈ h✈r: 
—Mrs R✈✈rd✈n, d✈n’t ✈xc✈t✈ y✈urs✈lf ✈nsw✈r✈ng th✈m. 
—G✈d ✈nd r✈l✈g✈✈n b✈f✈r✈ ✈v✈ryth✈ng! D✈nt✈ cr✈✈d. G✈d 

✈nd r✈l✈g✈✈n b✈f✈r✈ th✈ w✈rld. 
Mr C✈s✈y r✈✈s✈d h✈s cl✈nch✈d f✈st ✈nd br✈ught ✈t d✈wn ✈n th✈ 

t✈bl✈ w✈th ✈ cr✈sh. 
—V✈ry w✈ll th✈n, h✈ sh✈ut✈d h✈✈rs✈ly, ✈f ✈t c✈m✈s t✈ th✈t, n✈ 

G✈d f✈r ✈r✈l✈nd! 
—J✈hn! J✈hn! cr✈✈d Mr D✈d✈lus, s✈✈z✈ng h✈s gu✈st by th✈ c✈✈t 

sl✈✈v✈. 



D✈nt✈ st✈r✈d ✈cr✈ss th✈ t✈bl✈, h✈r ch✈✈ks sh✈k✈ng. Mr C✈s✈y 
struggl✈d up fr✈m h✈s ch✈✈r ✈nd b✈nt ✈cr✈ss th✈ t✈bl✈ t✈w✈rds 
h✈r, scr✈p✈ng th✈ ✈✈r fr✈m b✈f✈r✈ h✈s ✈y✈s w✈th ✈n✈ h✈nd ✈s 
th✈ugh h✈ w✈r✈ t✈✈r✈ng ✈s✈d✈ ✈ c✈bw✈b. 

—N✈ G✈d f✈r ✈r✈l✈nd! h✈ cr✈✈d. W✈ h✈v✈ h✈d t✈✈ much G✈d 
✈n ✈r✈l✈nd. ✈w✈y w✈th G✈d! 

—Bl✈sph✈m✈r! D✈v✈l! scr✈✈m✈d D✈nt✈, st✈rt✈ng t✈ h✈r f✈✈t 
✈nd ✈lm✈st sp✈tt✈ng ✈n h✈s f✈c✈. 

Uncl✈ Ch✈rl✈s ✈nd Mr D✈d✈lus pull✈d Mr C✈s✈y b✈ck ✈nt✈ h✈s 
ch✈✈r ✈g✈✈n, t✈lk✈ng t✈ h✈m fr✈m b✈th s✈d✈s r✈✈s✈n✈bly. H✈ 
st✈r✈d b✈f✈r✈ h✈m ✈ut ✈f h✈s d✈rk fl✈m✈ng ✈y✈s, r✈p✈✈t✈ng: 

—✈w✈y w✈th G✈d, ✈ s✈y! 
D✈nt✈ sh✈v✈d h✈r ch✈✈r v✈✈l✈ntly ✈s✈d✈ ✈nd l✈ft th✈ t✈bl✈, 

ups✈tt✈ng h✈r n✈pk✈nr✈ng wh✈ch r✈ll✈d sl✈wly ✈l✈ng th✈ c✈rp✈t 
✈nd c✈m✈ t✈ r✈st ✈g✈✈nst th✈ f✈✈t ✈f ✈n ✈✈sych✈✈r. Mrs 
D✈d✈lus r✈s✈ qu✈ckly ✈nd f✈ll✈w✈d h✈r t✈w✈rds th✈ d✈✈r. ✈t 
th✈ d✈✈r D✈nt✈ turn✈d r✈und v✈✈l✈ntly ✈nd sh✈ut✈d d✈wn th✈ 
r✈✈m, h✈r ch✈✈ks flush✈d ✈nd qu✈v✈r✈ng w✈th r✈g✈: 

—D✈v✈l ✈ut ✈f h✈ll! W✈ w✈n! W✈ crush✈d h✈m t✈ d✈✈th! 
F✈✈nd! 

Th✈ d✈✈r sl✈mm✈d b✈h✈nd h✈r. 
Mr C✈s✈y, fr✈✈✈ng h✈s ✈rms fr✈m h✈s h✈ld✈rs, sudd✈nly b✈w✈d 

h✈s h✈✈d ✈n h✈s h✈nds w✈th ✈ s✈b ✈f p✈✈n. 
—P✈✈r P✈rn✈ll! h✈ cr✈✈d l✈udly. My d✈✈d k✈ng! 
H✈ s✈bb✈d l✈udly ✈nd b✈tt✈rly. 
St✈ph✈n, r✈✈s✈ng h✈s t✈rr✈rstr✈ck✈n f✈c✈, s✈w th✈t h✈s 

f✈th✈r’s ✈y✈s w✈r✈ full ✈f t✈✈rs. 

 

Th✈ f✈ll✈ws t✈lk✈d t✈g✈th✈r ✈n l✈ttl✈ gr✈ups. 
✈n✈ f✈ll✈w s✈✈d: 
—Th✈y w✈r✈ c✈ught n✈✈r th✈ H✈ll ✈f Ly✈ns. 
—Wh✈ c✈ught th✈m? 
—Mr Gl✈✈s✈n ✈nd th✈ m✈n✈st✈r. Th✈y w✈r✈ ✈n ✈ c✈r. 



Th✈ s✈m✈ f✈ll✈w ✈dd✈d: 
—✈ f✈ll✈w ✈n th✈ h✈gh✈r l✈n✈ t✈ld m✈. 
Fl✈m✈ng ✈sk✈d: 
—But why d✈d th✈y run ✈w✈y, t✈ll us? 
—✈ kn✈w why, C✈c✈l Thund✈r s✈✈d. B✈c✈us✈ th✈y h✈d f✈ck✈d 

c✈sh ✈ut ✈f th✈ r✈ct✈r’s r✈✈m. 
—Wh✈ f✈ck✈d ✈t? 
—K✈ckh✈m’s br✈th✈r. ✈nd th✈y ✈ll w✈nt sh✈r✈s ✈n ✈t. 
—But th✈t w✈s st✈✈l✈ng. H✈w c✈uld th✈y h✈v✈ d✈n✈ th✈t? 
—✈ f✈t l✈t y✈u kn✈w ✈b✈ut ✈t, Thund✈r! W✈lls s✈✈d. ✈ kn✈w 

why th✈y scut. 
—T✈ll us why. 
—✈ w✈s t✈ld n✈t t✈, W✈lls s✈✈d. 
—✈, g✈ ✈n, W✈lls, ✈ll s✈✈d. Y✈u m✈ght t✈ll us. W✈ w✈n’t l✈t ✈t 

✈ut. 
St✈ph✈n b✈nt f✈rw✈rd h✈s h✈✈d t✈ h✈✈r. W✈lls l✈✈k✈d r✈und 

t✈ s✈✈ ✈f ✈ny✈n✈ w✈s c✈m✈ng. Th✈n h✈ s✈✈d s✈cr✈tly: 
—Y✈u kn✈w th✈ ✈lt✈r w✈n✈ th✈y k✈✈p ✈n th✈ pr✈ss ✈n th✈ 

s✈cr✈sty? 
—Y✈s. 
—W✈ll, th✈y dr✈nk th✈t ✈nd ✈t w✈s f✈und ✈ut wh✈ d✈d ✈t by th✈ 

sm✈ll. ✈nd th✈t’s why th✈y r✈n ✈w✈y, ✈f y✈u w✈nt t✈ kn✈w. 
✈nd th✈ f✈ll✈w wh✈ h✈d sp✈k✈n f✈rst s✈✈d: 
—Y✈s, th✈t’s wh✈t ✈ h✈✈rd t✈✈ fr✈m th✈ f✈ll✈w ✈n th✈ h✈gh✈r 

l✈n✈. 
Th✈ f✈ll✈ws ✈ll w✈r✈ s✈l✈nt. St✈ph✈n st✈✈d ✈m✈ng th✈m, 

✈fr✈✈d t✈ sp✈✈k, l✈st✈n✈ng. ✈ f✈✈nt s✈ckn✈ss ✈f ✈w✈ m✈d✈ 
h✈m f✈✈l w✈✈k. H✈w c✈uld th✈y h✈v✈ d✈n✈ th✈t? H✈ th✈ught ✈f 
th✈ d✈rk s✈l✈nt s✈cr✈sty. Th✈r✈ w✈r✈ d✈rk w✈✈d✈n pr✈ss✈s 
th✈r✈ wh✈r✈ th✈ cr✈mp✈d surpl✈c✈s l✈y qu✈✈tly f✈ld✈d. ✈t w✈s 
n✈t th✈ ch✈p✈l but st✈ll y✈u h✈d t✈ sp✈✈k und✈r y✈ur br✈✈th. ✈t 
w✈s ✈ h✈ly pl✈c✈. H✈ r✈m✈mb✈r✈d th✈ summ✈r ✈v✈n✈ng h✈ 
h✈d b✈✈n th✈r✈ t✈ b✈ dr✈ss✈d ✈s b✈✈tb✈✈r✈r, th✈ ✈v✈n✈ng ✈f 
th✈ pr✈c✈ss✈✈n t✈ th✈ l✈ttl✈ ✈lt✈r ✈n th✈ w✈✈d. ✈ str✈ng✈ ✈nd 
h✈ly pl✈c✈. Th✈ b✈y th✈t h✈ld th✈ c✈ns✈r h✈d swung ✈t g✈ntly t✈ 



✈nd fr✈ n✈✈r th✈ d✈✈r w✈th th✈ s✈lv✈ry c✈p l✈ft✈d by th✈ 
m✈ddl✈ ch✈✈n t✈ k✈✈p th✈ c✈✈ls l✈ght✈ng. Th✈t w✈s c✈ll✈d 
ch✈rc✈✈l: ✈nd ✈t h✈d burn✈d qu✈✈tly ✈s th✈ f✈ll✈w h✈d swung ✈t 
g✈ntly ✈nd h✈d g✈v✈n ✈ff ✈ w✈✈k s✈ur sm✈ll. ✈nd th✈n wh✈n ✈ll 
w✈r✈ v✈st✈d h✈ h✈d st✈✈d h✈ld✈ng ✈ut th✈ b✈✈t t✈ th✈ r✈ct✈r 
✈nd th✈ r✈ct✈r h✈d put ✈ sp✈✈nful ✈f ✈nc✈ns✈ ✈n ✈t ✈nd ✈t h✈d 
h✈ss✈d ✈n th✈ r✈d c✈✈ls. 

Th✈ f✈ll✈ws w✈r✈ t✈lk✈ng t✈g✈th✈r ✈n l✈ttl✈ gr✈ups h✈r✈ ✈nd 
th✈r✈ ✈n th✈ pl✈ygr✈und. Th✈ f✈ll✈ws s✈✈m✈d t✈ h✈m t✈ h✈v✈ 
gr✈wn sm✈ll✈r: th✈t w✈s b✈c✈us✈ ✈ spr✈nt✈r h✈d kn✈ck✈d h✈m 
d✈wn th✈ d✈y b✈f✈r✈, ✈ f✈ll✈w ✈ut ✈f s✈c✈nd ✈f gr✈mm✈r. H✈ 
h✈d b✈✈n thr✈wn by th✈ f✈ll✈w’s m✈ch✈n✈ l✈ghtly ✈n th✈ 
c✈nd✈rp✈th ✈nd h✈s sp✈ct✈cl✈s h✈d b✈✈n br✈k✈n ✈n thr✈✈ 
p✈✈c✈s ✈nd s✈m✈ ✈f th✈ gr✈t ✈f th✈ c✈nd✈rs h✈d g✈n✈ ✈nt✈ 
h✈s m✈uth. 

Th✈t w✈s why th✈ f✈ll✈ws s✈✈m✈d t✈ h✈m sm✈ll✈r ✈nd f✈rth✈r 
✈w✈y ✈nd th✈ g✈✈lp✈sts s✈ th✈n ✈nd f✈r ✈nd th✈ s✈ft gr✈y sky s✈ 
h✈gh up. But th✈r✈ w✈s n✈ pl✈y ✈n th✈ f✈✈tb✈ll gr✈unds f✈r 
cr✈ck✈t w✈s c✈m✈ng: ✈nd s✈m✈ s✈✈d th✈t B✈rn✈s w✈uld b✈ pr✈f 
✈nd s✈m✈ s✈✈d ✈t w✈uld b✈ Fl✈w✈rs. ✈nd ✈ll ✈v✈r th✈ 
pl✈ygr✈unds th✈y w✈r✈ pl✈y✈ng r✈und✈rs ✈nd b✈wl✈ng tw✈st✈rs 
✈nd l✈bs. ✈nd fr✈m h✈r✈ ✈nd fr✈m th✈r✈ c✈m✈ th✈ s✈unds ✈f th✈ 
cr✈ck✈t b✈ts thr✈ugh th✈ s✈ft gr✈y ✈✈r. Th✈y s✈✈d: p✈ck, p✈ck, 
p✈ck, puck: l✈ttl✈ dr✈ps ✈f w✈t✈r ✈n ✈ f✈unt✈✈n sl✈wly f✈ll✈ng 
✈n th✈ br✈mm✈ng b✈wl. 
✈thy, wh✈ h✈d b✈✈n s✈l✈nt, s✈✈d qu✈✈tly: 
—Y✈u ✈r✈ ✈ll wr✈ng. 
✈ll turn✈d t✈w✈rds h✈m ✈✈g✈rly. 
—Why? 
—D✈ y✈u kn✈w? 
—Wh✈ t✈ld y✈u? 
—T✈ll us, ✈thy. 
✈thy p✈✈nt✈d ✈cr✈ss th✈ pl✈ygr✈und t✈ wh✈r✈ S✈m✈n 

M✈✈n✈n w✈s w✈lk✈ng by h✈ms✈lf k✈ck✈ng ✈ st✈n✈ b✈f✈r✈ 
h✈m. 

—✈sk h✈m, h✈ s✈✈d. 
Th✈ f✈ll✈ws l✈✈k✈d th✈r✈ ✈nd th✈n s✈✈d: 



—Why h✈m? 
—✈s h✈ ✈n ✈t? 
✈thy l✈w✈r✈d h✈s v✈✈c✈ ✈nd s✈✈d: 
—D✈ y✈u kn✈w why th✈s✈ f✈ll✈ws scut? ✈ w✈ll t✈ll y✈u but y✈u 

must n✈t l✈t ✈n y✈u kn✈w. 
—T✈ll us, ✈thy. G✈ ✈n. Y✈u m✈ght ✈f y✈u kn✈w. 
H✈ p✈us✈d f✈r ✈ m✈m✈nt ✈nd th✈n s✈✈d myst✈r✈✈usly: 
—Th✈y w✈r✈ c✈ught w✈th S✈m✈n M✈✈n✈n ✈nd Tusk✈r B✈yl✈ 

✈n th✈ squ✈r✈ ✈n✈ n✈ght. 
Th✈ f✈ll✈ws l✈✈k✈d ✈t h✈m ✈nd ✈sk✈d: 
—C✈ught? 
—Wh✈t d✈✈ng? 
✈thy s✈✈d: 
—Smugg✈ng. 
✈ll th✈ f✈ll✈ws w✈r✈ s✈l✈nt: ✈nd ✈thy s✈✈d: 
—✈nd th✈t’s why. 
St✈ph✈n l✈✈k✈d ✈t th✈ f✈c✈s ✈f th✈ f✈ll✈ws but th✈y w✈r✈ ✈ll 

l✈✈k✈ng ✈cr✈ss th✈ pl✈ygr✈und. H✈ w✈nt✈d t✈ ✈sk s✈m✈b✈dy 
✈b✈ut ✈t. Wh✈t d✈d th✈t m✈✈n ✈b✈ut th✈ smugg✈ng ✈n th✈ 
squ✈r✈? Why d✈d th✈ f✈v✈ f✈ll✈ws ✈ut ✈f th✈ h✈gh✈r l✈n✈ run 
✈w✈y f✈r th✈t? ✈t w✈s ✈ j✈k✈, h✈ th✈ught. S✈m✈n M✈✈n✈n h✈d 
n✈c✈ cl✈th✈s ✈nd ✈n✈ n✈ght h✈ h✈d sh✈wn h✈m ✈ b✈ll ✈f 
cr✈✈my sw✈✈ts th✈t th✈ f✈ll✈ws ✈f th✈ f✈✈tb✈ll f✈ft✈✈n h✈d 
r✈ll✈d d✈wn t✈ h✈m ✈l✈ng th✈ c✈rp✈t ✈n th✈ m✈ddl✈ ✈f th✈ 
r✈f✈ct✈ry wh✈n h✈ w✈s ✈t th✈ d✈✈r. ✈t w✈s th✈ n✈ght ✈f th✈ 
m✈tch ✈g✈✈nst th✈ B✈ct✈v✈ R✈ng✈rs ✈nd th✈ b✈ll w✈s m✈d✈ just 
l✈k✈ ✈ r✈d ✈nd gr✈✈n ✈ppl✈ ✈nly ✈t ✈p✈n✈d ✈nd ✈t w✈s full ✈f 
th✈ cr✈✈my sw✈✈ts. ✈nd ✈n✈ d✈y B✈yl✈ h✈d s✈✈d th✈t ✈n 
✈l✈ph✈nt h✈d tw✈ tusk✈rs ✈nst✈✈d ✈f tw✈ tusks ✈nd th✈t w✈s why 
h✈ w✈s c✈ll✈d Tusk✈r B✈yl✈ but s✈m✈ f✈ll✈ws c✈ll✈d h✈m L✈dy 
B✈yl✈ b✈c✈us✈ h✈ w✈s ✈lw✈ys ✈t h✈s n✈✈ls, p✈r✈ng th✈m. 
✈✈l✈✈n h✈d l✈ng th✈n c✈✈l wh✈t✈ h✈nds t✈✈ b✈c✈us✈ sh✈ 

w✈s ✈ g✈rl. Th✈y w✈r✈ l✈k✈ ✈v✈ry; ✈nly s✈ft. Th✈t w✈s th✈ 
m✈✈n✈ng ✈f T✈w✈r ✈f ✈v✈ry but pr✈t✈st✈nts c✈uld n✈t 
und✈rst✈nd ✈t ✈nd m✈d✈ fun ✈f ✈t. ✈n✈ d✈y h✈ h✈d st✈✈d 
b✈s✈d✈ h✈r l✈✈k✈ng ✈nt✈ th✈ h✈t✈l gr✈unds. ✈ w✈✈t✈r w✈s 



runn✈ng up ✈ tr✈✈l ✈f bunt✈ng ✈n th✈ fl✈gst✈ff ✈nd ✈ f✈x t✈rr✈✈r 
w✈s sc✈mp✈r✈ng t✈ ✈nd fr✈ ✈n th✈ sunny l✈wn. Sh✈ h✈d put h✈r 
h✈nd ✈nt✈ h✈s p✈ck✈t wh✈r✈ h✈s h✈nd w✈s ✈nd h✈ h✈d f✈lt h✈w 
c✈✈l ✈nd th✈n ✈nd s✈ft h✈r h✈nd w✈s. Sh✈ h✈d s✈✈d th✈t p✈ck✈ts 
w✈r✈ funny th✈ngs t✈ h✈v✈: ✈nd th✈n ✈ll ✈f ✈ sudd✈n sh✈ h✈d 
br✈k✈n ✈w✈y ✈nd h✈d run l✈ugh✈ng d✈wn th✈ sl✈p✈ng curv✈ ✈f 
th✈ p✈th. H✈r f✈✈r h✈✈r h✈d str✈✈m✈d ✈ut b✈h✈nd h✈r l✈k✈ 
g✈ld ✈n th✈ sun. T✈w✈r ✈f ✈v✈ry. H✈us✈ ✈f G✈ld. By th✈nk✈ng ✈f 
th✈ngs y✈u c✈uld und✈rst✈nd th✈m. 

But why ✈n th✈ squ✈r✈? Y✈u w✈nt th✈r✈ wh✈n y✈u w✈nt✈d t✈ d✈ 
s✈m✈th✈ng. ✈t w✈s ✈ll th✈ck sl✈bs ✈f sl✈t✈ ✈nd w✈t✈r tr✈ckl✈d 
✈ll d✈y ✈ut ✈f t✈ny p✈nh✈l✈s ✈nd th✈r✈ w✈s ✈ qu✈✈r sm✈ll ✈f 
st✈l✈ w✈t✈r th✈r✈. ✈nd b✈h✈nd th✈ d✈✈r ✈f ✈n✈ ✈f th✈ cl✈s✈ts 
th✈r✈ w✈s ✈ dr✈w✈ng ✈n r✈d p✈nc✈l ✈f ✈ b✈✈rd✈d m✈n ✈n ✈ 
R✈m✈n dr✈ss w✈th ✈ br✈ck ✈n ✈✈ch h✈nd ✈nd und✈rn✈✈th w✈s 
th✈ n✈m✈ ✈f th✈ dr✈w✈ng: 

B✈lbus w✈s bu✈ld✈ng ✈ w✈ll. 
S✈m✈ f✈ll✈w h✈d dr✈wn ✈t th✈r✈ f✈r ✈ c✈d. ✈t h✈d ✈ funny 

f✈c✈ but ✈t w✈s v✈ry l✈k✈ ✈ m✈n w✈th ✈ b✈✈rd. ✈nd ✈n th✈ w✈ll 
✈f ✈n✈th✈r cl✈s✈t th✈r✈ w✈s wr✈tt✈n ✈n b✈ckh✈nd ✈n 
b✈✈ut✈ful wr✈t✈ng: 

Jul✈us Cæs✈r wr✈t✈ Th✈ C✈l✈c✈ B✈lly. 
P✈rh✈ps th✈t w✈s why th✈y w✈r✈ th✈r✈ b✈c✈us✈ ✈t w✈s ✈ 

pl✈c✈ wh✈r✈ s✈m✈ f✈ll✈ws wr✈t✈ th✈ngs f✈r c✈d. But ✈ll th✈ 
s✈m✈ ✈t w✈s qu✈✈r wh✈t ✈thy s✈✈d ✈nd th✈ w✈y h✈ s✈✈d ✈t. ✈t 
w✈s n✈t ✈ c✈d b✈c✈us✈ th✈y h✈d run ✈w✈y. H✈ l✈✈k✈d w✈th th✈ 
✈th✈rs ✈cr✈ss th✈ pl✈ygr✈und ✈nd b✈g✈n t✈ f✈✈l ✈fr✈✈d. 
✈t l✈st Fl✈m✈ng s✈✈d: 
—✈nd w✈ ✈r✈ ✈ll t✈ b✈ pun✈sh✈d f✈r wh✈t ✈th✈r f✈ll✈ws d✈d? 
—✈ w✈n’t c✈m✈ b✈ck, s✈✈ ✈f ✈ d✈, C✈c✈l Thund✈r s✈✈d. 

Thr✈✈ d✈ys’ s✈l✈nc✈ ✈n th✈ r✈f✈ct✈ry ✈nd s✈nd✈ng us up f✈r s✈x 
✈nd ✈✈ght ✈v✈ry m✈nut✈. 

—Y✈s, s✈✈d W✈lls. ✈nd ✈ld B✈rr✈tt h✈s ✈ n✈w w✈y ✈f tw✈st✈ng 
th✈ n✈t✈ s✈ th✈t y✈u c✈n’t ✈p✈n ✈t ✈nd f✈ld ✈t ✈g✈✈n t✈ s✈✈ 
h✈w m✈ny f✈rulæ y✈u ✈r✈ t✈ g✈t. ✈ w✈n’t c✈m✈ b✈ck t✈✈. 

—Y✈s, s✈✈d C✈c✈l Thund✈r, ✈nd th✈ pr✈f✈ct ✈f stud✈✈s w✈s ✈n 
s✈c✈nd ✈f gr✈mm✈r th✈s m✈rn✈ng. 



—L✈t us g✈t up ✈ r✈b✈ll✈✈n, Fl✈m✈ng s✈✈d. W✈ll w✈? 
✈ll th✈ f✈ll✈ws w✈r✈ s✈l✈nt. Th✈ ✈✈r w✈s v✈ry s✈l✈nt ✈nd y✈u 

c✈uld h✈✈r th✈ cr✈ck✈t b✈ts but m✈r✈ sl✈wly th✈n b✈f✈r✈: p✈ck, 
p✈ck. 

W✈lls ✈sk✈d: 
—Wh✈t ✈s g✈✈ng t✈ b✈ d✈n✈ t✈ th✈m? 
—S✈m✈n M✈✈n✈n ✈nd Tusk✈r ✈r✈ g✈✈ng t✈ b✈ fl✈gg✈d, ✈thy 

s✈✈d, ✈nd th✈ f✈ll✈ws ✈n th✈ h✈gh✈r l✈n✈ g✈t th✈✈r ch✈✈c✈ ✈f 
fl✈gg✈ng ✈r b✈✈ng ✈xp✈ll✈d. 

—✈nd wh✈ch ✈r✈ th✈y t✈k✈ng? ✈sk✈d th✈ f✈ll✈w wh✈ h✈d 
sp✈k✈n f✈rst. 

—✈ll ✈r✈ t✈k✈ng ✈xpuls✈✈n ✈xc✈pt C✈rr✈g✈n, ✈thy 
✈nsw✈r✈d. H✈’s g✈✈ng t✈ b✈ fl✈gg✈d by Mr Gl✈✈s✈n. 

—✈ kn✈w why, C✈c✈l Thund✈r s✈✈d. H✈ ✈s r✈ght ✈nd th✈ ✈th✈r 
f✈ll✈ws ✈r✈ wr✈ng b✈c✈us✈ ✈ fl✈gg✈ng w✈✈rs ✈ff ✈ft✈r ✈ b✈t 
but ✈ f✈ll✈w th✈t h✈s b✈✈n ✈xp✈ll✈d fr✈m c✈ll✈g✈ ✈s kn✈wn ✈ll 
h✈s l✈f✈ ✈n ✈cc✈unt ✈f ✈t. B✈s✈d✈s Gl✈✈s✈n w✈n’t fl✈g h✈m 
h✈rd. 

—✈t’s b✈st ✈f h✈s pl✈y n✈t t✈, Fl✈m✈ng s✈✈d. 
—✈ w✈uldn’t l✈k✈ t✈ b✈ S✈m✈n M✈✈n✈n ✈nd Tusk✈r, C✈c✈l 

Thund✈r s✈✈d. But ✈ d✈n’t b✈l✈✈v✈ th✈y w✈ll b✈ fl✈gg✈d. 
P✈rh✈ps th✈y w✈ll b✈ s✈nt up f✈r tw✈c✈ n✈n✈. 

—N✈, n✈, s✈✈d ✈thy. Th✈y’ll b✈th g✈t ✈t ✈n th✈ v✈t✈l sp✈t. 
W✈lls rubb✈d h✈ms✈lf ✈nd s✈✈d ✈n ✈ cry✈ng v✈✈c✈: 
—Pl✈✈s✈, s✈r, l✈t m✈ ✈ff! 
✈thy gr✈nn✈d ✈nd turn✈d up th✈ sl✈✈v✈s ✈f h✈s j✈ck✈t, s✈y✈ng: 

✈t c✈n’t b✈ h✈lp✈d; 
✈t must b✈ d✈n✈. 
S✈ d✈wn w✈th y✈ur br✈✈ch✈s 
✈nd ✈ut w✈th y✈ur bum. 

Th✈ f✈ll✈ws l✈ugh✈d; but h✈ f✈lt th✈t th✈y w✈r✈ ✈ l✈ttl✈ 
✈fr✈✈d. ✈n th✈ s✈l✈nc✈ ✈f th✈ s✈ft gr✈y ✈✈r h✈ h✈✈rd th✈ 
cr✈ck✈t b✈ts fr✈m h✈r✈ ✈nd fr✈m th✈r✈: p✈ck. Th✈t w✈s ✈ s✈und 
t✈ h✈✈r but ✈f y✈u w✈r✈ h✈t th✈n y✈u w✈uld f✈✈l ✈ p✈✈n. Th✈ 
p✈ndyb✈t m✈d✈ ✈ s✈und t✈✈ but n✈t l✈k✈ th✈t. Th✈ f✈ll✈ws s✈✈d 
✈t w✈s m✈d✈ ✈f wh✈l✈b✈n✈ ✈nd l✈✈th✈r w✈th l✈✈d ✈ns✈d✈: 



✈nd h✈ w✈nd✈r✈d wh✈t w✈s th✈ p✈✈n l✈k✈. Th✈r✈ w✈r✈ 
d✈ff✈r✈nt k✈nds ✈f s✈unds. ✈ l✈ng th✈n c✈n✈ w✈uld h✈v✈ ✈ h✈gh 
wh✈stl✈ng s✈und ✈nd h✈ w✈nd✈r✈d wh✈t w✈s th✈t p✈✈n l✈k✈. ✈t 
m✈d✈ h✈m sh✈v✈ry t✈ th✈nk ✈f ✈t ✈nd c✈ld: ✈nd wh✈t ✈thy s✈✈d 
t✈✈. But wh✈t w✈s th✈r✈ t✈ l✈ugh ✈t ✈n ✈t? ✈t m✈d✈ h✈m 
sh✈v✈ry: but th✈t w✈s b✈c✈us✈ y✈u ✈lw✈ys f✈lt l✈k✈ ✈ sh✈v✈r 
wh✈n y✈u l✈t d✈wn y✈ur tr✈us✈rs. ✈t w✈s th✈ s✈m✈ ✈n th✈ b✈th 
wh✈n y✈u undr✈ss✈d y✈urs✈lf. H✈ w✈nd✈r✈d wh✈ h✈d t✈ l✈t th✈m 
d✈wn, th✈ m✈st✈r ✈r th✈ b✈y h✈ms✈lf. ✈ h✈w c✈uld th✈y l✈ugh 
✈b✈ut ✈t th✈t w✈y? 

H✈ l✈✈k✈d ✈t ✈thy’s r✈ll✈d-up sl✈✈v✈s ✈nd knuckly ✈nky h✈nds. 
H✈ h✈d r✈ll✈d up h✈s sl✈✈v✈s t✈ sh✈w h✈w Mr Gl✈✈s✈n w✈uld 
r✈ll up h✈s sl✈✈v✈s. But Mr Gl✈✈s✈n h✈d r✈und sh✈ny cuffs ✈nd 
cl✈✈n wh✈t✈ wr✈sts ✈nd f✈tt✈sh wh✈t✈ h✈nds ✈nd th✈ n✈✈ls ✈f 
th✈m w✈r✈ l✈ng ✈nd p✈✈nt✈d. P✈rh✈ps h✈ p✈r✈d th✈m t✈✈ l✈k✈ 
L✈dy B✈yl✈. But th✈y w✈r✈ t✈rr✈bly l✈ng ✈nd p✈✈nt✈d n✈✈ls. S✈ 
l✈ng ✈nd cru✈l th✈y w✈r✈ th✈ugh th✈ wh✈t✈ f✈tt✈sh h✈nds w✈r✈ 
n✈t cru✈l but g✈ntl✈. ✈nd th✈ugh h✈ tr✈mbl✈d w✈th c✈ld ✈nd fr✈ght 
t✈ th✈nk ✈f th✈ cru✈l l✈ng n✈✈ls ✈nd ✈f th✈ h✈gh wh✈stl✈ng s✈und 
✈f th✈ c✈n✈ ✈nd ✈f th✈ ch✈ll y✈u f✈lt ✈t th✈ ✈nd ✈f y✈ur sh✈rt 
wh✈n y✈u undr✈ss✈d y✈urs✈lf y✈t h✈ f✈lt ✈ f✈✈l✈ng ✈f qu✈✈r 
qu✈✈t pl✈✈sur✈ ✈ns✈d✈ h✈m t✈ th✈nk ✈f th✈ wh✈t✈ f✈tt✈sh 
h✈nds, cl✈✈n ✈nd str✈ng ✈nd g✈ntl✈. ✈nd h✈ th✈ught ✈f wh✈t C✈c✈l 
Thund✈r h✈d s✈✈d; th✈t Mr Gl✈✈s✈n w✈uld n✈t fl✈g C✈rr✈g✈n 
h✈rd. ✈nd Fl✈m✈ng h✈d s✈✈d h✈ w✈uld n✈t b✈c✈us✈ ✈t w✈s b✈st 
✈f h✈s pl✈y n✈t t✈. But th✈t w✈s n✈t why. 
✈ v✈✈c✈ fr✈m f✈r ✈ut ✈n th✈ pl✈ygr✈und cr✈✈d: 
—✈ll ✈n! 
✈nd ✈th✈r v✈✈c✈s cr✈✈d: 
—✈ll ✈n! ✈ll ✈n! 
Dur✈ng th✈ wr✈t✈ng l✈ss✈n h✈ s✈t w✈th h✈s ✈rms f✈ld✈d, 

l✈st✈n✈ng t✈ th✈ sl✈w scr✈p✈ng ✈f th✈ p✈ns. Mr H✈rf✈rd w✈nt t✈ 
✈nd fr✈ m✈k✈ng l✈ttl✈ s✈gns ✈n r✈d p✈nc✈l ✈nd s✈m✈t✈m✈s 
s✈tt✈ng b✈s✈d✈ th✈ b✈y t✈ sh✈w h✈m h✈w t✈ h✈ld h✈s p✈n. H✈ 
h✈d tr✈✈d t✈ sp✈ll ✈ut th✈ h✈✈dl✈n✈ f✈r h✈ms✈lf th✈ugh h✈ 
kn✈w ✈lr✈✈dy wh✈t ✈t w✈s f✈r ✈t w✈s th✈ l✈st ✈f th✈ 
b✈✈k. Z✈✈l w✈th✈ut prud✈nc✈ ✈s l✈k✈ ✈ sh✈p ✈dr✈ft. But th✈ 



l✈n✈s ✈f th✈ l✈tt✈rs w✈r✈ l✈k✈ f✈n✈ ✈nv✈s✈bl✈ thr✈✈ds ✈nd 
✈t w✈s ✈nly by cl✈s✈ng h✈s r✈ght ✈y✈ t✈ght ✈nd st✈r✈ng ✈ut ✈f 
th✈ l✈ft ✈y✈ th✈t h✈ c✈uld m✈k✈ ✈ut th✈ full curv✈s ✈f th✈ 
c✈p✈t✈l. 

But Mr H✈rf✈rd w✈s v✈ry d✈c✈nt ✈nd n✈v✈r g✈t ✈nt✈ ✈ w✈x. ✈ll 
th✈ ✈th✈r m✈st✈rs g✈t ✈nt✈ dr✈✈dful w✈x✈s. But why w✈r✈ th✈y 
t✈ suff✈r f✈r wh✈t f✈ll✈ws ✈n th✈ h✈gh✈r l✈n✈ d✈d? W✈lls h✈d 
s✈✈d th✈t th✈y h✈d drunk s✈m✈ ✈f th✈ ✈lt✈r w✈n✈ ✈ut ✈f th✈ 
pr✈ss ✈n th✈ s✈cr✈sty ✈nd th✈t ✈t h✈d b✈✈n f✈und ✈ut wh✈ h✈d 
d✈n✈ ✈t by th✈ sm✈ll. P✈rh✈ps th✈y h✈d st✈l✈n ✈ m✈nstr✈nc✈ t✈ 
run ✈w✈y w✈th ✈nd s✈ll ✈t s✈m✈wh✈r✈. Th✈t must h✈v✈ b✈✈n ✈ 
t✈rr✈bl✈ s✈n, t✈ g✈ ✈n th✈r✈ qu✈✈tly ✈t n✈ght, t✈ ✈p✈n th✈ d✈rk 
pr✈ss ✈nd st✈✈l th✈ fl✈sh✈ng g✈ld th✈ng ✈nt✈ wh✈ch G✈d w✈s put 
✈n th✈ ✈lt✈r ✈n th✈ m✈ddl✈ ✈f fl✈w✈rs ✈nd c✈ndl✈s ✈t 
b✈n✈d✈ct✈✈n wh✈l✈ th✈ ✈nc✈ns✈ w✈nt up ✈n cl✈uds ✈t b✈th 
s✈d✈s ✈s th✈ f✈ll✈w swung th✈ c✈ns✈r ✈nd D✈m✈n✈c K✈lly s✈ng 
th✈ f✈rst p✈rt by h✈ms✈lf ✈n th✈ ch✈✈r. But G✈d w✈s n✈t ✈n ✈t ✈f 
c✈urs✈ wh✈n th✈y st✈l✈ ✈t. But st✈ll ✈t w✈s ✈ str✈ng✈ ✈nd ✈ 
gr✈✈t s✈n ✈v✈n t✈ t✈uch ✈t. H✈ th✈ught ✈f ✈t w✈th d✈✈p ✈w✈; 
✈ t✈rr✈bl✈ ✈nd str✈ng✈ s✈n: ✈t thr✈ll✈d h✈m t✈ th✈nk ✈f ✈t ✈n 
th✈ s✈l✈nc✈ wh✈n th✈ p✈ns scr✈p✈d l✈ghtly. But t✈ dr✈nk th✈ ✈lt✈r 
w✈n✈ ✈ut ✈f th✈ pr✈ss ✈nd b✈ f✈und ✈ut by th✈ sm✈ll w✈s ✈ s✈n 
t✈✈: but ✈t w✈s n✈t t✈rr✈bl✈ ✈nd str✈ng✈. ✈t ✈nly m✈d✈ y✈u 
f✈✈l ✈ l✈ttl✈ s✈ck✈sh ✈n ✈cc✈unt ✈f th✈ sm✈ll ✈f th✈ w✈n✈. 
B✈c✈us✈ ✈n th✈ d✈y wh✈n h✈ h✈d m✈d✈ h✈s f✈rst h✈ly 
c✈mmun✈✈n ✈n th✈ ch✈p✈l h✈ h✈d shut h✈s ✈y✈s ✈nd ✈p✈n✈d 
h✈s m✈uth ✈nd put ✈ut h✈s t✈ngu✈ ✈ l✈ttl✈: ✈nd wh✈n th✈ r✈ct✈r 
h✈d st✈✈p✈d d✈wn t✈ g✈v✈ h✈m th✈ h✈ly c✈mmun✈✈n h✈ h✈d 
sm✈lt ✈ f✈✈nt w✈ny sm✈ll ✈ff th✈ r✈ct✈r’s br✈✈th ✈ft✈r th✈ w✈n✈ 
✈f th✈ m✈ss. Th✈ w✈rd w✈s b✈✈ut✈ful: w✈n✈. ✈t m✈d✈ y✈u th✈nk 
✈f d✈rk purpl✈ b✈c✈us✈ th✈ gr✈p✈s w✈r✈ d✈rk purpl✈ th✈t gr✈w 
✈n Gr✈✈c✈ ✈uts✈d✈ h✈us✈s l✈k✈ wh✈t✈ t✈mpl✈s. But th✈ f✈✈nt 
sm✈ll ✈f th✈ r✈ct✈r’s br✈✈th h✈d m✈d✈ h✈m f✈✈l ✈ s✈ck 
f✈✈l✈ng ✈n th✈ m✈rn✈ng ✈f h✈s f✈rst c✈mmun✈✈n. Th✈ d✈y ✈f 
y✈ur f✈rst c✈mmun✈✈n w✈s th✈ h✈pp✈✈st d✈y ✈f y✈ur l✈f✈. ✈nd 
✈nc✈ ✈ l✈t ✈f g✈n✈r✈ls h✈d ✈sk✈d N✈p✈l✈✈n wh✈t w✈s th✈ 
h✈pp✈✈st d✈y ✈f h✈s l✈f✈. Th✈y th✈ught h✈ w✈uld s✈y th✈ d✈y h✈ 



w✈n s✈m✈ gr✈✈t b✈ttl✈ ✈r th✈ d✈y h✈ w✈s m✈d✈ ✈n ✈mp✈r✈r. 
But h✈ s✈✈d: 

—G✈ntl✈m✈n, th✈ h✈pp✈✈st d✈y ✈f my l✈f✈ w✈s th✈ d✈y ✈n 
wh✈ch ✈ m✈d✈ my f✈rst h✈ly c✈mmun✈✈n. 

F✈th✈r ✈rn✈ll c✈m✈ ✈n ✈nd th✈ L✈t✈n l✈ss✈n b✈g✈n ✈nd h✈ 
r✈m✈✈n✈d st✈ll l✈✈n✈ng ✈n th✈ d✈sk w✈th h✈s ✈rms f✈ld✈d. 
F✈th✈r ✈rn✈ll g✈v✈ ✈ut th✈ th✈m✈b✈✈ks ✈nd h✈ s✈✈d th✈t th✈y 
w✈r✈ sc✈nd✈l✈us ✈nd th✈t th✈y w✈r✈ ✈ll t✈ b✈ wr✈tt✈n ✈ut 
✈g✈✈n w✈th th✈ c✈rr✈ct✈✈ns ✈t ✈nc✈. But th✈ w✈rst ✈f ✈ll w✈s 
Fl✈m✈ng’s th✈m✈ b✈c✈us✈ th✈ p✈g✈s w✈r✈ stuck t✈g✈th✈r by ✈ 
bl✈t: ✈nd F✈th✈r ✈rn✈ll h✈ld ✈t up by ✈ c✈rn✈r ✈nd s✈✈d ✈t w✈s 
✈n ✈nsult t✈ ✈ny m✈st✈r t✈ s✈nd h✈m up such ✈ th✈m✈. Th✈n h✈ 
✈sk✈d J✈ck L✈wt✈n t✈ d✈cl✈n✈ th✈ n✈un m✈r✈ ✈nd J✈ck 
L✈wt✈n st✈pp✈d ✈t th✈ ✈bl✈t✈v✈ s✈ngul✈r ✈nd c✈uld n✈t g✈ ✈n 
w✈th th✈ plur✈l. 

—Y✈u sh✈uld b✈ ✈sh✈m✈d ✈f y✈urs✈lf, s✈✈d F✈th✈r ✈rn✈ll 
st✈rnly. Y✈u, th✈ l✈✈d✈r ✈f th✈ cl✈ss! 

Th✈n h✈ ✈sk✈d th✈ n✈xt b✈y ✈nd th✈ n✈xt ✈nd th✈ n✈xt. N✈b✈dy 
kn✈w. F✈th✈r ✈rn✈ll b✈c✈m✈ v✈ry qu✈✈t, m✈r✈ ✈nd m✈r✈ 
qu✈✈t ✈s ✈✈ch b✈y tr✈✈d t✈ ✈nsw✈r ✈t ✈nd c✈uld n✈t. But h✈s 
f✈c✈ w✈s bl✈ckl✈✈k✈ng ✈nd h✈s ✈y✈s w✈r✈ st✈r✈ng th✈ugh h✈s 
v✈✈c✈ w✈s s✈ qu✈✈t. Th✈n h✈ ✈sk✈d Fl✈m✈ng ✈nd Fl✈m✈ng 
s✈✈d th✈t th✈ w✈rd h✈d n✈ plur✈l. F✈th✈r ✈rn✈ll sudd✈nly shut th✈ 
b✈✈k ✈nd sh✈ut✈d ✈t h✈m: 

—Kn✈✈l ✈ut th✈r✈ ✈n th✈ m✈ddl✈ ✈f th✈ cl✈ss. Y✈u ✈r✈ ✈n✈ 
✈f th✈ ✈dl✈st b✈ys ✈ ✈v✈r m✈t. C✈py ✈ut y✈ur th✈m✈s ✈g✈✈n 
th✈ r✈st ✈f y✈u. 

Fl✈m✈ng m✈v✈d h✈✈v✈ly ✈ut ✈f h✈s pl✈c✈ ✈nd kn✈lt b✈tw✈✈n 
th✈ tw✈ l✈st b✈nch✈s. Th✈ ✈th✈r b✈ys b✈nt ✈v✈r th✈✈r 
th✈m✈b✈✈ks ✈nd b✈g✈n t✈ wr✈t✈. ✈ s✈l✈nc✈ f✈ll✈d th✈ 
cl✈ssr✈✈m ✈nd St✈ph✈n, gl✈nc✈ng t✈m✈dly ✈t F✈th✈r ✈rn✈ll’s 
d✈rk f✈c✈, s✈w th✈t ✈t w✈s ✈ l✈ttl✈ r✈d fr✈m th✈ w✈x h✈ w✈s ✈n. 

W✈s th✈t ✈ s✈n f✈r F✈th✈r ✈rn✈ll t✈ b✈ ✈n ✈ w✈x ✈r w✈s h✈ 
✈ll✈w✈d t✈ g✈t ✈nt✈ ✈ w✈x wh✈n th✈ b✈ys w✈r✈ ✈dl✈ b✈c✈us✈ 
th✈t m✈d✈ th✈m study b✈tt✈r ✈r w✈s h✈ ✈nly l✈tt✈ng ✈n t✈ b✈ ✈n 
✈ w✈x? ✈t w✈s b✈c✈us✈ h✈ w✈s ✈ll✈w✈d b✈c✈us✈ ✈ pr✈✈st 
w✈uld kn✈w wh✈t ✈ s✈n w✈s ✈nd w✈uld n✈t d✈ ✈t. But ✈f h✈ d✈d 



✈t ✈n✈ t✈m✈ by m✈st✈k✈ wh✈t w✈uld h✈ d✈ t✈ g✈ t✈ 
c✈nf✈ss✈✈n? P✈rh✈ps h✈ w✈uld g✈ t✈ c✈nf✈ss✈✈n t✈ th✈ 
m✈n✈st✈r. ✈nd ✈f th✈ m✈n✈st✈r d✈d ✈t h✈ w✈uld g✈ t✈ th✈ 
r✈ct✈r: ✈nd th✈ r✈ct✈r t✈ th✈ pr✈v✈nc✈✈l: ✈nd th✈ pr✈v✈nc✈✈l 
t✈ th✈ g✈n✈r✈l ✈f th✈ j✈su✈ts. Th✈t w✈s c✈ll✈d th✈ ✈rd✈r: ✈nd 
h✈ h✈d h✈✈rd h✈s f✈th✈r s✈y th✈t th✈y w✈r✈ ✈ll cl✈v✈r m✈n. 
Th✈y c✈uld ✈ll h✈v✈ b✈c✈m✈ h✈gh-up p✈✈pl✈ ✈n th✈ w✈rld ✈f 
th✈y h✈d n✈t b✈c✈m✈ j✈su✈ts. ✈nd h✈ w✈nd✈r✈d wh✈t F✈th✈r 
✈rn✈ll ✈nd P✈ddy B✈rr✈tt w✈uld h✈v✈ b✈c✈m✈ ✈nd wh✈t Mr 
McGl✈d✈ ✈nd Mr Gl✈✈s✈n w✈uld h✈v✈ b✈c✈m✈ ✈f th✈y h✈d n✈t 
b✈c✈m✈ j✈su✈ts. ✈t w✈s h✈rd t✈ th✈nk wh✈t b✈c✈us✈ y✈u w✈uld 
h✈v✈ t✈ th✈nk ✈f th✈m ✈n ✈ d✈ff✈r✈nt w✈y w✈th d✈ff✈r✈nt 
c✈l✈ur✈d c✈✈ts ✈nd tr✈us✈rs ✈nd w✈th b✈✈rds ✈nd m✈ust✈ch✈s 
✈nd d✈ff✈r✈nt k✈nds ✈f h✈ts. 

Th✈ d✈✈r ✈p✈n✈d qu✈✈tly ✈nd cl✈s✈d. ✈ qu✈ck wh✈sp✈r r✈n 
thr✈ugh th✈ cl✈ss: th✈ pr✈f✈ct ✈f stud✈✈s. Th✈r✈ w✈s ✈n ✈nst✈nt 
✈f d✈✈d s✈l✈nc✈ ✈nd th✈n th✈ l✈ud cr✈ck ✈f ✈ p✈ndyb✈t ✈n th✈ 
l✈st d✈sk. St✈ph✈n’s h✈✈rt l✈✈pt up ✈n f✈✈r. 

—✈ny b✈ys w✈nt fl✈gg✈ng h✈r✈, F✈th✈r ✈rn✈ll? cr✈✈d th✈ 
pr✈f✈ct ✈f stud✈✈s. ✈ny l✈zy ✈dl✈ l✈✈f✈rs th✈t w✈nt fl✈gg✈ng ✈n 
th✈s cl✈ss? 

H✈ c✈m✈ t✈ th✈ m✈ddl✈ ✈f th✈ cl✈ss ✈nd s✈w Fl✈m✈ng ✈n h✈s 
kn✈✈s. 

—H✈h✈! h✈ cr✈✈d. Wh✈ ✈s th✈s b✈y? Why ✈s h✈ ✈n h✈s kn✈✈s? 
Wh✈t ✈s y✈ur n✈m✈, b✈y? 

—Fl✈m✈ng, s✈r. 
—H✈h✈, Fl✈m✈ng! ✈n ✈dl✈r ✈f c✈urs✈. ✈ c✈n s✈✈ ✈t ✈n y✈ur 

✈y✈. Why ✈s h✈ ✈n h✈s kn✈✈s, F✈th✈r ✈rn✈ll? 
—H✈ wr✈t✈ ✈ b✈d L✈t✈n th✈m✈, F✈th✈r ✈rn✈ll s✈✈d, ✈nd h✈ 

m✈ss✈d ✈ll th✈ qu✈st✈✈ns ✈n gr✈mm✈r. 
—✈f c✈urs✈ h✈ d✈d! cr✈✈d th✈ pr✈f✈ct ✈f stud✈✈s, ✈f c✈urs✈ 

h✈ d✈d! ✈ b✈rn ✈dl✈r! ✈ c✈n s✈✈ ✈t ✈n th✈ c✈rn✈r ✈f h✈s ✈y✈. 
H✈ b✈ng✈d h✈s p✈ndyb✈t d✈wn ✈n th✈ d✈sk ✈nd cr✈✈d: 
—Up, Fl✈m✈ng! Up, my b✈y! 
Fl✈m✈ng st✈✈d up sl✈wly. 
—H✈ld ✈ut! cr✈✈d th✈ pr✈f✈ct ✈f stud✈✈s. 



Fl✈m✈ng h✈ld ✈ut h✈s h✈nd. Th✈ p✈ndyb✈t c✈m✈ d✈wn ✈n ✈t 
w✈th ✈ l✈ud sm✈ck✈ng s✈und: ✈n✈, tw✈, thr✈✈, f✈ur, f✈v✈, s✈x. 

—✈th✈r h✈nd! 
Th✈ p✈ndyb✈t c✈m✈ d✈wn ✈g✈✈n ✈n s✈x l✈ud qu✈ck sm✈cks. 
—Kn✈✈l d✈wn! cr✈✈d th✈ pr✈f✈ct ✈f stud✈✈s. 
Fl✈m✈ng kn✈lt d✈wn, squ✈✈z✈ng h✈s h✈nds und✈r h✈s ✈rmp✈ts, 

h✈s f✈c✈ c✈nt✈rt✈d w✈th p✈✈n, but St✈ph✈n kn✈w h✈w h✈rd h✈s 
h✈nds w✈r✈ b✈c✈us✈ Fl✈m✈ng w✈s ✈lw✈ys rubb✈ng r✈s✈n ✈nt✈ 
th✈m. But p✈rh✈ps h✈ w✈s ✈n gr✈✈t p✈✈n f✈r th✈ n✈✈s✈ ✈f th✈ 
p✈ndyb✈t w✈s t✈rr✈bl✈. St✈ph✈n’s h✈✈rt w✈s b✈✈t✈ng ✈nd 
flutt✈r✈ng. 

—✈t y✈ur w✈rk, ✈ll ✈f y✈u! sh✈ut✈d th✈ pr✈f✈ct ✈f stud✈✈s. W✈ 
w✈nt n✈ l✈zy ✈dl✈ l✈✈f✈rs h✈r✈, l✈zy ✈dl✈ l✈ttl✈ sch✈m✈rs. ✈t 
y✈ur w✈rk, ✈ t✈ll y✈u. F✈th✈r D✈l✈n w✈ll b✈ ✈n t✈ s✈✈ y✈u 
✈v✈ry d✈y. F✈th✈r D✈l✈n w✈ll b✈ ✈n t✈m✈rr✈w. 

H✈ p✈k✈d ✈n✈ ✈f th✈ b✈ys ✈n th✈ s✈d✈ w✈th h✈s p✈ndyb✈t, 
s✈y✈ng: 

—Y✈u, b✈y! Wh✈n w✈ll F✈th✈r D✈l✈n b✈ ✈n ✈g✈✈n? 
—T✈m✈rr✈w, s✈r, s✈✈d T✈m Furl✈ng’s v✈✈c✈. 
—T✈m✈rr✈w ✈nd t✈m✈rr✈w ✈nd t✈m✈rr✈w, s✈✈d th✈ pr✈f✈ct 

✈f stud✈✈s. M✈k✈ up y✈ur m✈nds f✈r th✈t. ✈v✈ry d✈y F✈th✈r 
D✈l✈n. Wr✈t✈ ✈w✈y. Y✈u, b✈y, wh✈ ✈r✈ y✈u? 

St✈ph✈n’s h✈✈rt jump✈d sudd✈nly. 
—D✈d✈lus, s✈r. 
—Why ✈r✈ y✈u n✈t wr✈t✈ng l✈k✈ th✈ ✈th✈rs? 
—✈... my... 
H✈ c✈uld n✈t sp✈✈k w✈th fr✈ght. 
—Why ✈s h✈ n✈t wr✈t✈ng, F✈th✈r ✈rn✈ll? 
—H✈ br✈k✈ h✈s gl✈ss✈s, s✈✈d F✈th✈r ✈rn✈ll, ✈nd ✈ ✈x✈mpt✈d 

h✈m fr✈m w✈rk. 
—Br✈k✈? Wh✈t ✈s th✈s ✈ h✈✈r? Wh✈t ✈s th✈s? Y✈ur n✈m✈ ✈s? 

s✈✈d th✈ pr✈f✈ct ✈f stud✈✈s. 
—D✈d✈lus, s✈r. 
—✈ut h✈r✈, D✈d✈lus. L✈zy l✈ttl✈ sch✈m✈r. ✈ s✈✈ sch✈m✈r ✈n 

y✈ur f✈c✈. Wh✈r✈ d✈d y✈u br✈✈k y✈ur gl✈ss✈s? 



St✈ph✈n stumbl✈d ✈nt✈ th✈ m✈ddl✈ ✈f th✈ cl✈ss, bl✈nd✈d by 
f✈✈r ✈nd h✈st✈. 

—Wh✈r✈ d✈d y✈u br✈✈k y✈ur gl✈ss✈s? r✈p✈✈t✈d th✈ pr✈f✈ct 
✈f stud✈✈s. 

—Th✈ c✈nd✈rp✈th, s✈r. 
—H✈h✈! Th✈ c✈nd✈rp✈th! cr✈✈d th✈ pr✈f✈ct ✈f stud✈✈s. ✈ 

kn✈w th✈t tr✈ck. 
St✈ph✈n l✈ft✈d h✈s ✈y✈s ✈n w✈nd✈r ✈nd s✈w f✈r ✈ m✈m✈nt 

F✈th✈r D✈l✈n’s wh✈t✈gr✈y n✈t y✈ung f✈c✈, h✈s b✈ldy wh✈t✈gr✈y 
h✈✈d w✈th fluff ✈t th✈ s✈d✈s ✈f ✈t, th✈ st✈✈l r✈ms ✈f h✈s 
sp✈ct✈cl✈s ✈nd h✈s n✈-c✈l✈ur✈d ✈y✈s l✈✈k✈ng thr✈ugh th✈ 
gl✈ss✈s. Why d✈d h✈ s✈y h✈ kn✈w th✈t tr✈ck? 

—L✈zy ✈dl✈ l✈ttl✈ l✈✈f✈r! cr✈✈d th✈ pr✈f✈ct ✈f stud✈✈s. 
Br✈k✈ my gl✈ss✈s! ✈n ✈ld sch✈✈lb✈y tr✈ck! ✈ut w✈th y✈ur h✈nd 
th✈s m✈m✈nt! 

St✈ph✈n cl✈s✈d h✈s ✈y✈s ✈nd h✈ld ✈ut ✈n th✈ ✈✈r h✈s 
tr✈mbl✈ng h✈nd w✈th th✈ p✈lm upw✈rds. H✈ f✈lt th✈ pr✈f✈ct ✈f 
stud✈✈s t✈uch ✈t f✈r ✈ m✈m✈nt ✈t th✈ f✈ng✈rs t✈ str✈✈ght✈n ✈t 
✈nd th✈n th✈ sw✈sh ✈f th✈ sl✈✈v✈ ✈f th✈ s✈ut✈n✈ ✈s th✈ 
p✈ndyb✈t w✈s l✈ft✈d t✈ str✈k✈. ✈ h✈t burn✈ng st✈ng✈ng t✈ngl✈ng 
bl✈w l✈k✈ th✈ l✈ud cr✈ck ✈f ✈ br✈k✈n st✈ck m✈d✈ h✈s tr✈mbl✈ng 
h✈nd crumpl✈ t✈g✈th✈r l✈k✈ ✈ l✈✈f ✈n th✈ f✈r✈: ✈nd ✈t th✈ 
s✈und ✈nd th✈ p✈✈n sc✈ld✈ng t✈✈rs w✈r✈ dr✈v✈n ✈nt✈ h✈s 
✈y✈s. H✈s wh✈l✈ b✈dy w✈s sh✈k✈ng w✈th fr✈ght, h✈s ✈rm w✈s 
sh✈k✈ng ✈nd h✈s crumpl✈d burn✈ng l✈v✈d h✈nd sh✈✈k l✈k✈ ✈ 
l✈✈s✈ l✈✈f ✈n th✈ ✈✈r. ✈ cry spr✈ng t✈ h✈s l✈ps, ✈ pr✈y✈r t✈ b✈ 
l✈t ✈ff. But th✈ugh th✈ t✈✈rs sc✈ld✈d h✈s ✈y✈s ✈nd h✈s l✈mbs 
qu✈v✈r✈d w✈th p✈✈n ✈nd fr✈ght h✈ h✈ld b✈ck th✈ h✈t t✈✈rs ✈nd 
th✈ cry th✈t sc✈ld✈d h✈s thr✈✈t. 

—✈th✈r h✈nd! sh✈ut✈d th✈ pr✈f✈ct ✈f stud✈✈s. 
St✈ph✈n dr✈w b✈ck h✈s m✈✈m✈d ✈nd qu✈v✈r✈ng r✈ght ✈rm ✈nd 

h✈ld ✈ut h✈s l✈ft h✈nd. Th✈ s✈ut✈n✈ sl✈✈v✈ sw✈sh✈d ✈g✈✈n ✈s 
th✈ p✈ndyb✈t w✈s l✈ft✈d ✈nd ✈ l✈ud cr✈sh✈ng s✈und ✈nd ✈ 
f✈✈rc✈ m✈dd✈n✈ng t✈ngl✈ng burn✈ng p✈✈n m✈d✈ h✈s h✈nd 
shr✈nk t✈g✈th✈r w✈th th✈ p✈lms ✈nd f✈ng✈rs ✈n ✈ l✈v✈d 
qu✈v✈r✈ng m✈ss. Th✈ sc✈ld✈ng w✈t✈r burst f✈rth fr✈m h✈s ✈y✈s 
✈nd, burn✈ng w✈th sh✈m✈ ✈nd ✈g✈ny ✈nd f✈✈r, h✈ dr✈w b✈ck h✈s 



sh✈k✈ng ✈rm ✈n t✈rr✈r ✈nd burst ✈ut ✈nt✈ ✈ wh✈n✈ ✈f p✈✈n. H✈s 
b✈dy sh✈✈k w✈th ✈ p✈lsy ✈f fr✈ght ✈nd ✈n sh✈m✈ ✈nd r✈g✈ h✈ 
f✈lt th✈ sc✈ld✈ng cry c✈m✈ fr✈m h✈s thr✈✈t ✈nd th✈ sc✈ld✈ng 
t✈✈rs f✈ll✈ng ✈ut ✈f h✈s ✈y✈s ✈nd d✈wn h✈s fl✈m✈ng ch✈✈ks. 

—Kn✈✈l d✈wn, cr✈✈d th✈ pr✈f✈ct ✈f stud✈✈s. 
St✈ph✈n kn✈lt d✈wn qu✈ckly pr✈ss✈ng h✈s b✈✈t✈n h✈nds t✈ h✈s 

s✈d✈s. T✈ th✈nk ✈f th✈m b✈✈t✈n ✈nd sw✈ll✈n w✈th p✈✈n ✈ll ✈n 
✈ m✈m✈nt m✈d✈ h✈m f✈✈l s✈ s✈rry f✈r th✈m ✈s ✈f th✈y w✈r✈ 
n✈t h✈s ✈wn but s✈m✈✈n✈ ✈ls✈’s th✈t h✈ f✈lt s✈rry f✈r. ✈nd ✈s 
h✈ kn✈lt, c✈lm✈ng th✈ l✈st s✈bs ✈n h✈s thr✈✈t ✈nd f✈✈l✈ng th✈ 
burn✈ng t✈ngl✈ng p✈✈n pr✈ss✈d ✈nt✈ h✈s s✈d✈s, h✈ th✈ught ✈f 
th✈ h✈nds wh✈ch h✈ h✈d h✈ld ✈ut ✈n th✈ ✈✈r w✈th th✈ p✈lms up 
✈nd ✈f th✈ f✈rm t✈uch ✈f th✈ pr✈f✈ct ✈f stud✈✈s wh✈n h✈ h✈d 
st✈✈d✈✈d th✈ sh✈k✈ng f✈ng✈rs ✈nd ✈f th✈ b✈✈t✈n sw✈ll✈n 
r✈dd✈n✈d m✈ss ✈f p✈lm ✈nd f✈ng✈rs th✈t sh✈✈k h✈lpl✈ssly ✈n th✈ 
✈✈r. 

—G✈t ✈t y✈ur w✈rk, ✈ll ✈f y✈u, cr✈✈d th✈ pr✈f✈ct ✈f stud✈✈s 
fr✈m th✈ d✈✈r. F✈th✈r D✈l✈n w✈ll b✈ ✈n ✈v✈ry d✈y t✈ s✈✈ ✈f 
✈ny b✈y, ✈ny l✈zy ✈dl✈ l✈ttl✈ l✈✈f✈r w✈nts fl✈gg✈ng. ✈v✈ry d✈y. 
✈v✈ry d✈y. 

Th✈ d✈✈r cl✈s✈d b✈h✈nd h✈m. 
Th✈ hush✈d cl✈ss c✈nt✈nu✈d t✈ c✈py ✈ut th✈ th✈m✈s. F✈th✈r 

✈rn✈ll r✈s✈ fr✈m h✈s s✈✈t ✈nd w✈nt ✈m✈ng th✈m, h✈lp✈ng th✈ 
b✈ys w✈th g✈ntl✈ w✈rds ✈nd t✈ll✈ng th✈m th✈ m✈st✈k✈s th✈y h✈d 
m✈d✈. H✈s v✈✈c✈ w✈s v✈ry g✈ntl✈ ✈nd s✈ft. Th✈n h✈ r✈turn✈d 
t✈ h✈s s✈✈t ✈nd s✈✈d t✈ Fl✈m✈ng ✈nd St✈ph✈n: 

—Y✈u m✈y r✈turn t✈ y✈ur pl✈c✈s, y✈u tw✈. 
Fl✈m✈ng ✈nd St✈ph✈n r✈s✈ ✈nd, w✈lk✈ng t✈ th✈✈r s✈✈ts, s✈t 

d✈wn. St✈ph✈n, sc✈rl✈t w✈th sh✈m✈, ✈p✈n✈d ✈ b✈✈k qu✈ckly 
w✈th ✈n✈ w✈✈k h✈nd ✈nd b✈nt d✈wn up✈n ✈t, h✈s f✈c✈ cl✈s✈ t✈ 
th✈ p✈g✈. 
✈t w✈s unf✈✈r ✈nd cru✈l b✈c✈us✈ th✈ d✈ct✈r h✈d t✈ld h✈m n✈t 

t✈ r✈✈d w✈th✈ut gl✈ss✈s ✈nd h✈ h✈d wr✈tt✈n h✈m✈ t✈ h✈s 
f✈th✈r th✈t m✈rn✈ng t✈ s✈nd h✈m ✈ n✈w p✈✈r. ✈nd F✈th✈r ✈rn✈ll 
h✈d s✈✈d th✈t h✈ n✈✈d n✈t study t✈ll th✈ n✈w gl✈ss✈s c✈m✈. Th✈n 
t✈ b✈ c✈ll✈d ✈ sch✈m✈r b✈f✈r✈ th✈ cl✈ss ✈nd t✈ b✈ p✈nd✈✈d 
wh✈n h✈ ✈lw✈ys g✈t th✈ c✈rd f✈r f✈rst ✈r s✈c✈nd ✈nd w✈s th✈ 



l✈✈d✈r ✈f th✈ Y✈rk✈sts! H✈w c✈uld th✈ pr✈f✈ct ✈f stud✈✈s kn✈w 
th✈t ✈t w✈s ✈ tr✈ck? H✈ f✈lt th✈ t✈uch ✈f th✈ pr✈f✈ct’s f✈ng✈rs ✈s 
th✈y h✈d st✈✈d✈✈d h✈s h✈nd ✈nd ✈t f✈rst h✈ h✈d th✈ught h✈ w✈s 
g✈✈ng t✈ sh✈k✈ h✈nds w✈th h✈m b✈c✈us✈ th✈ f✈ng✈rs w✈r✈ s✈ft 
✈nd f✈rm: but th✈n ✈n ✈n ✈nst✈nt h✈ h✈d h✈✈rd th✈ sw✈sh ✈f th✈ 
s✈ut✈n✈ sl✈✈v✈ ✈nd th✈ cr✈sh. ✈t w✈s cru✈l ✈nd unf✈✈r t✈ 
m✈k✈ h✈m kn✈✈l ✈n th✈ m✈ddl✈ ✈f th✈ cl✈ss th✈n: ✈nd F✈th✈r 
✈rn✈ll h✈d t✈ld th✈m b✈th th✈t th✈y m✈ght r✈turn t✈ th✈✈r pl✈c✈s 
w✈th✈ut m✈k✈ng ✈ny d✈ff✈r✈nc✈ b✈tw✈✈n th✈m. H✈ l✈st✈n✈d 
t✈ F✈th✈r ✈rn✈ll’s l✈w ✈nd g✈ntl✈ v✈✈c✈ ✈s h✈ c✈rr✈ct✈d th✈ 
th✈m✈s. P✈rh✈ps h✈ w✈s s✈rry n✈w ✈nd w✈nt✈d t✈ b✈ d✈c✈nt. But 
✈t w✈s unf✈✈r ✈nd cru✈l. Th✈ pr✈f✈ct ✈f stud✈✈s w✈s ✈ pr✈✈st but 
th✈t w✈s cru✈l ✈nd unf✈✈r. ✈nd h✈s wh✈t✈gr✈y f✈c✈ ✈nd th✈ n✈-
c✈l✈ur✈d ✈y✈s b✈h✈nd th✈ st✈✈l r✈mm✈d sp✈ct✈cl✈s w✈r✈ 
cru✈l l✈✈k✈ng b✈c✈us✈ h✈ h✈d st✈✈d✈✈d th✈ h✈nd f✈rst w✈th 
h✈s f✈rm s✈ft f✈ng✈rs ✈nd th✈t w✈s t✈ h✈t ✈t b✈tt✈r ✈nd l✈ud✈r. 

—✈t’s ✈ st✈nk✈ng m✈✈n th✈ng, th✈t’s wh✈t ✈t ✈s, s✈✈d Fl✈m✈ng 
✈n th✈ c✈rr✈d✈r ✈s th✈ cl✈ss✈s w✈r✈ p✈ss✈ng ✈ut ✈n f✈l✈ t✈ 
th✈ r✈f✈ct✈ry, t✈ p✈ndy ✈ f✈ll✈w f✈r wh✈t ✈s n✈t h✈s f✈ult. 

—Y✈u r✈✈lly br✈k✈ y✈ur gl✈ss✈s by ✈cc✈d✈nt, d✈dn’t y✈u? 
N✈sty R✈ch✈ ✈sk✈d. 

St✈ph✈n f✈lt h✈s h✈✈rt f✈ll✈d by Fl✈m✈ng’s w✈rds ✈nd d✈d n✈t 
✈nsw✈r. 

—✈f c✈urs✈ h✈ d✈d! s✈✈d Fl✈m✈ng. ✈ w✈uldn’t st✈nd ✈t. ✈’d g✈ 
up ✈nd t✈ll th✈ r✈ct✈r ✈n h✈m. 

—Y✈s, s✈✈d C✈c✈l Thund✈r ✈✈g✈rly, ✈nd ✈ s✈w h✈m l✈ft th✈ 
p✈ndyb✈t ✈v✈r h✈s sh✈uld✈r ✈nd h✈’s n✈t ✈ll✈w✈d t✈ d✈ th✈t. 

—D✈d th✈y hurt y✈u much? N✈sty R✈ch✈ ✈sk✈d. 
—V✈ry much, St✈ph✈n s✈✈d. 
—✈ w✈uldn’t st✈nd ✈t, Fl✈m✈ng r✈p✈✈t✈d, fr✈m B✈ldyh✈✈d ✈r 

✈ny ✈th✈r B✈ldyh✈✈d. ✈t’s ✈ st✈nk✈ng m✈✈n l✈w tr✈ck, th✈t’s 
wh✈t ✈t ✈s. ✈’d g✈ str✈✈ght up t✈ th✈ r✈ct✈r ✈nd t✈ll h✈m ✈b✈ut 
✈t ✈ft✈r d✈nn✈r. 

—Y✈s, d✈. Y✈s, d✈, s✈✈d C✈c✈l Thund✈r. 
—Y✈s, d✈. Y✈s, g✈ up ✈nd t✈ll th✈ r✈ct✈r ✈n h✈m, D✈d✈lus, 

s✈✈d N✈sty R✈ch✈, b✈c✈us✈ h✈ s✈✈d th✈t h✈’d c✈m✈ ✈n 
t✈m✈rr✈w ✈g✈✈n ✈nd p✈ndy y✈u. 



—Y✈s, y✈s. T✈ll th✈ r✈ct✈r, ✈ll s✈✈d. 
✈nd th✈r✈ w✈r✈ s✈m✈ f✈ll✈ws ✈ut ✈f s✈c✈nd ✈f gr✈mm✈r 

l✈st✈n✈ng ✈nd ✈n✈ ✈f th✈m s✈✈d: 
—Th✈ s✈n✈t✈ ✈nd th✈ R✈m✈n p✈✈pl✈ d✈cl✈r✈d th✈t D✈d✈lus 

h✈d b✈✈n wr✈ngly pun✈sh✈d. 
✈t w✈s wr✈ng; ✈t w✈s unf✈✈r ✈nd cru✈l; ✈nd, ✈s h✈ s✈t ✈n th✈ 

r✈f✈ct✈ry, h✈ suff✈r✈d t✈m✈ ✈ft✈r t✈m✈ ✈n m✈m✈ry th✈ s✈m✈ 
hum✈l✈✈t✈✈n unt✈l h✈ b✈g✈n t✈ w✈nd✈r wh✈th✈r ✈t m✈ght n✈t 
r✈✈lly b✈ th✈t th✈r✈ w✈s s✈m✈th✈ng ✈n h✈s f✈c✈ wh✈ch m✈d✈ 
h✈m l✈✈k l✈k✈ ✈ sch✈m✈r ✈nd h✈ w✈sh✈d h✈ h✈d ✈ l✈ttl✈ 
m✈rr✈r t✈ s✈✈. But th✈r✈ c✈uld n✈t b✈; ✈nd ✈t w✈s unjust ✈nd cru✈l 
✈nd unf✈✈r. 

H✈ c✈uld n✈t ✈✈t th✈ bl✈ck✈sh f✈sh fr✈tt✈rs th✈y g✈t ✈n 
W✈dn✈sd✈ys ✈n L✈nt ✈nd ✈n✈ ✈f h✈s p✈t✈t✈✈s h✈d th✈ m✈rk 
✈f th✈ sp✈d✈ ✈n ✈t. Y✈s, h✈ w✈uld d✈ wh✈t th✈ f✈ll✈ws h✈d t✈ld 
h✈m. H✈ w✈uld g✈ up ✈nd t✈ll th✈ r✈ct✈r th✈t h✈ h✈d b✈✈n wr✈ngly 
pun✈sh✈d. ✈ th✈ng l✈k✈ th✈t h✈d b✈✈n d✈n✈ b✈f✈r✈ by 
s✈m✈b✈dy ✈n h✈st✈ry, by s✈m✈ gr✈✈t p✈rs✈n wh✈s✈ h✈✈d w✈s 
✈n th✈ b✈✈ks ✈f h✈st✈ry. ✈nd th✈ r✈ct✈r w✈uld d✈cl✈r✈ th✈t h✈ 
h✈d b✈✈n wr✈ngly pun✈sh✈d b✈c✈us✈ th✈ s✈n✈t✈ ✈nd th✈ 
R✈m✈n p✈✈pl✈ ✈lw✈ys d✈cl✈r✈d th✈t th✈ m✈n wh✈ d✈d th✈t h✈d 
b✈✈n wr✈ngly pun✈sh✈d. Th✈s✈ w✈r✈ th✈ gr✈✈t m✈n wh✈s✈ 
n✈m✈s w✈r✈ ✈n R✈chm✈l M✈gn✈ll’s Qu✈st✈✈ns. H✈st✈ry w✈s ✈ll 
✈b✈ut th✈s✈ m✈n ✈nd wh✈t th✈y d✈d ✈nd th✈t w✈s wh✈t P✈t✈r 
P✈rl✈y’s T✈l✈s ✈b✈ut Gr✈✈c✈ ✈nd R✈m✈ w✈r✈ ✈ll ✈b✈ut. 
P✈t✈r P✈rl✈y h✈ms✈lf w✈s ✈n th✈ f✈rst p✈g✈ ✈n ✈ p✈ctur✈. 
Th✈r✈ w✈s ✈ r✈✈d ✈v✈r ✈ h✈✈th w✈th gr✈ss ✈t th✈ s✈d✈ ✈nd 
l✈ttl✈ bush✈s: ✈nd P✈t✈r P✈rl✈y h✈d ✈ br✈✈d h✈t l✈k✈ ✈ 
pr✈t✈st✈nt m✈n✈st✈r ✈nd ✈ b✈g st✈ck ✈nd h✈ w✈s w✈lk✈ng f✈st 
✈l✈ng th✈ r✈✈d t✈ Gr✈✈c✈ ✈nd R✈m✈. 
✈t w✈s ✈✈sy wh✈t h✈ h✈d t✈ d✈. ✈ll h✈ h✈d t✈ d✈ w✈s wh✈n 

th✈ d✈nn✈r w✈s ✈v✈r ✈nd h✈ c✈m✈ ✈ut ✈n h✈s turn t✈ g✈ ✈n 
w✈lk✈ng but n✈t ✈ut t✈ th✈ c✈rr✈d✈r but up th✈ st✈✈rc✈s✈ ✈n th✈ 
r✈ght th✈t l✈d t✈ th✈ c✈stl✈. H✈ h✈d n✈th✈ng t✈ d✈ but th✈t; t✈ turn 
t✈ th✈ r✈ght ✈nd w✈lk f✈st up th✈ st✈✈rc✈s✈ ✈nd ✈n h✈lf ✈ 
m✈nut✈ h✈ w✈uld b✈ ✈n th✈ l✈w d✈rk n✈rr✈w c✈rr✈d✈r th✈t l✈d 
thr✈ugh th✈ c✈stl✈ t✈ th✈ r✈ct✈r’s r✈✈m. ✈nd ✈v✈ry f✈ll✈w h✈d 
s✈✈d th✈t ✈t w✈s unf✈✈r, ✈v✈n th✈ f✈ll✈w ✈ut ✈f s✈c✈nd ✈f 



gr✈mm✈r wh✈ h✈d s✈✈d th✈t ✈b✈ut th✈ s✈n✈t✈ ✈nd th✈ R✈m✈n 
p✈✈pl✈. 

Wh✈t w✈uld h✈pp✈n? H✈ h✈✈rd th✈ f✈ll✈ws ✈f th✈ h✈gh✈r l✈n✈ 
st✈nd up ✈t th✈ t✈p ✈f th✈ r✈f✈ct✈ry ✈nd h✈✈rd th✈✈r st✈ps ✈s 
th✈y c✈m✈ d✈wn th✈ m✈tt✈ng: P✈ddy R✈th ✈nd J✈mmy M✈g✈✈ 
✈nd th✈ Sp✈n✈✈rd ✈nd th✈ P✈rtugu✈s✈ ✈nd th✈ f✈fth w✈s b✈g 
C✈rr✈g✈n wh✈ w✈s g✈✈ng t✈ b✈ fl✈gg✈d by Mr Gl✈✈s✈n. Th✈t 
w✈s why th✈ pr✈f✈ct ✈f stud✈✈s h✈d c✈ll✈d h✈m ✈ sch✈m✈r ✈nd 
p✈nd✈✈d h✈m f✈r n✈th✈ng: ✈nd, str✈✈n✈ng h✈s w✈✈k ✈y✈s, 
t✈r✈d w✈th th✈ t✈✈rs, h✈ w✈tch✈d b✈g C✈rr✈g✈n’s br✈✈d 
sh✈uld✈rs ✈nd b✈g h✈ng✈ng bl✈ck h✈✈d p✈ss✈ng ✈n th✈ f✈l✈. But 
h✈ h✈d d✈n✈ s✈m✈th✈ng ✈nd b✈s✈d✈s Mr Gl✈✈s✈n w✈uld n✈t 
fl✈g h✈m h✈rd: ✈nd h✈ r✈m✈mb✈r✈d h✈w b✈g C✈rr✈g✈n l✈✈k✈d 
✈n th✈ b✈th. H✈ h✈d sk✈n th✈ s✈m✈ c✈l✈ur ✈s th✈ turfc✈l✈ur✈d 
b✈gw✈t✈r ✈n th✈ sh✈ll✈w ✈nd ✈f th✈ b✈th ✈nd wh✈n h✈ w✈lk✈d 
✈l✈ng th✈ s✈d✈ h✈s f✈✈t sl✈pp✈d l✈udly ✈n th✈ w✈t t✈l✈s ✈nd ✈t 
✈v✈ry st✈p h✈s th✈ghs sh✈✈k ✈ l✈ttl✈ b✈c✈us✈ h✈ w✈s f✈t. 

Th✈ r✈f✈ct✈ry w✈s h✈lf ✈mpty ✈nd th✈ f✈ll✈ws w✈r✈ st✈ll 
p✈ss✈ng ✈ut ✈n f✈l✈. H✈ c✈uld g✈ up th✈ st✈✈rc✈s✈ b✈c✈us✈ 
th✈r✈ w✈s n✈v✈r ✈ pr✈✈st ✈r ✈ pr✈f✈ct ✈uts✈d✈ th✈ r✈f✈ct✈ry 
d✈✈r. But h✈ c✈uld n✈t g✈. Th✈ r✈ct✈r w✈uld s✈d✈ w✈th th✈ 
pr✈f✈ct ✈f stud✈✈s ✈nd th✈nk ✈t w✈s ✈ sch✈✈lb✈y tr✈ck ✈nd th✈n 
th✈ pr✈f✈ct ✈f stud✈✈s w✈uld c✈m✈ ✈n ✈v✈ry d✈y th✈ s✈m✈, 
✈nly ✈t w✈uld b✈ w✈rs✈ b✈c✈us✈ h✈ w✈uld b✈ dr✈✈dfully w✈xy 
✈t ✈ny f✈ll✈w g✈✈ng up t✈ th✈ r✈ct✈r ✈b✈ut h✈m. Th✈ f✈ll✈ws 
h✈d t✈ld h✈m t✈ g✈ but th✈y w✈uld n✈t g✈ th✈ms✈lv✈s. Th✈y h✈d 
f✈rg✈tt✈n ✈ll ✈b✈ut ✈t. N✈, ✈t w✈s b✈st t✈ f✈rg✈t ✈ll ✈b✈ut ✈t 
✈nd p✈rh✈ps th✈ pr✈f✈ct ✈f stud✈✈s h✈d ✈nly s✈✈d h✈ w✈uld 
c✈m✈ ✈n. N✈, ✈t w✈s b✈st t✈ h✈d✈ ✈ut ✈f th✈ w✈y b✈c✈us✈ 
wh✈n y✈u w✈r✈ sm✈ll ✈nd y✈ung y✈u c✈uld ✈ft✈n ✈sc✈p✈ th✈t 
w✈y. 

Th✈ f✈ll✈ws ✈t h✈s t✈bl✈ st✈✈d up. H✈ st✈✈d up ✈nd p✈ss✈d ✈ut 
✈m✈ng th✈m ✈n th✈ f✈l✈. H✈ h✈d t✈ d✈c✈d✈. H✈ w✈s c✈m✈ng 
n✈✈r th✈ d✈✈r. ✈f h✈ w✈nt ✈n w✈th th✈ f✈ll✈ws h✈ c✈uld n✈v✈r 
g✈ up t✈ th✈ r✈ct✈r b✈c✈us✈ h✈ c✈uld n✈t l✈✈v✈ th✈ pl✈ygr✈und 
f✈r th✈t. ✈nd ✈f h✈ w✈nt ✈nd w✈s p✈nd✈✈d ✈ll th✈ s✈m✈ ✈ll th✈ 
f✈ll✈ws w✈uld m✈k✈ fun ✈nd t✈lk ✈b✈ut y✈ung D✈d✈lus g✈✈ng up 
t✈ th✈ r✈ct✈r t✈ t✈ll ✈n th✈ pr✈f✈ct ✈f stud✈✈s. 



H✈ w✈s w✈lk✈ng d✈wn ✈l✈ng th✈ m✈tt✈ng ✈nd h✈ s✈w th✈ d✈✈r 
b✈f✈r✈ h✈m. ✈t w✈s ✈mp✈ss✈bl✈: h✈ c✈uld n✈t. H✈ th✈ught ✈f 
th✈ b✈ldy h✈✈d ✈f th✈ pr✈f✈ct ✈f stud✈✈s w✈th th✈ cru✈l n✈-
c✈l✈ur✈d ✈y✈s l✈✈k✈ng ✈t h✈m ✈nd h✈ h✈✈rd th✈ v✈✈c✈ ✈f 
th✈ pr✈f✈ct ✈f stud✈✈s ✈sk✈ng h✈m tw✈c✈ wh✈t h✈s n✈m✈ w✈s. 
Why c✈uld h✈ n✈t r✈m✈mb✈r th✈ n✈m✈ wh✈n h✈ w✈s t✈ld th✈ f✈rst 
t✈m✈? W✈s h✈ n✈t l✈st✈n✈ng th✈ f✈rst t✈m✈ ✈r w✈s ✈t t✈ m✈k✈ 
fun ✈ut ✈f th✈ n✈m✈? Th✈ gr✈✈t m✈n ✈n th✈ h✈st✈ry h✈d n✈m✈s 
l✈k✈ th✈t ✈nd n✈b✈dy m✈d✈ fun ✈f th✈m. ✈t w✈s h✈s ✈wn n✈m✈ 
th✈t h✈ sh✈uld h✈v✈ m✈d✈ fun ✈f ✈f h✈ w✈nt✈d t✈ m✈k✈ fun. 
D✈l✈n: ✈t w✈s l✈k✈ th✈ n✈m✈ ✈f ✈ w✈m✈n wh✈ w✈sh✈d 
cl✈th✈s. 

H✈ h✈d r✈✈ch✈d th✈ d✈✈r ✈nd, turn✈ng qu✈ckly up t✈ th✈ r✈ght, 
w✈lk✈d up th✈ st✈✈rs; ✈nd, b✈f✈r✈ h✈ c✈uld m✈k✈ up h✈s m✈nd 
t✈ c✈m✈ b✈ck, h✈ h✈d ✈nt✈r✈d th✈ l✈w d✈rk n✈rr✈w c✈rr✈d✈r 
th✈t l✈d t✈ th✈ c✈stl✈. ✈nd ✈s h✈ cr✈ss✈d th✈ thr✈sh✈ld ✈f th✈ 
d✈✈r ✈f th✈ c✈rr✈d✈r h✈ s✈w, w✈th✈ut turn✈ng h✈s h✈✈d t✈ 
l✈✈k, th✈t ✈ll th✈ f✈ll✈ws w✈r✈ l✈✈k✈ng ✈ft✈r h✈m ✈s th✈y 
w✈nt f✈l✈ng by. 

H✈ p✈ss✈d ✈l✈ng th✈ n✈rr✈w d✈rk c✈rr✈d✈r, p✈ss✈ng l✈ttl✈ 
d✈✈rs th✈t w✈r✈ th✈ d✈✈rs ✈f th✈ r✈✈ms ✈f th✈ c✈mmun✈ty. H✈ 
p✈✈r✈d ✈n fr✈nt ✈f h✈m ✈nd r✈ght ✈nd l✈ft thr✈ugh th✈ gl✈✈m ✈nd 
th✈ught th✈t th✈s✈ must b✈ p✈rtr✈✈ts. ✈t w✈s d✈rk ✈nd s✈l✈nt ✈nd 
h✈s ✈y✈s w✈r✈ w✈✈k ✈nd t✈r✈d w✈th t✈✈rs s✈ th✈t h✈ c✈uld n✈t 
s✈✈. But h✈ th✈ught th✈y w✈r✈ th✈ p✈rtr✈✈ts ✈f th✈ s✈✈nts ✈nd 
gr✈✈t m✈n ✈f th✈ ✈rd✈r wh✈ w✈r✈ l✈✈k✈ng d✈wn ✈n h✈m 
s✈l✈ntly ✈s h✈ p✈ss✈d: s✈✈nt ✈gn✈t✈us L✈y✈l✈ h✈ld✈ng ✈n 
✈p✈n b✈✈k ✈nd p✈✈nt✈ng t✈ th✈ w✈rds ✈d M✈j✈r✈m D✈✈ 
Gl✈r✈✈m ✈n ✈t, s✈✈nt Fr✈nc✈s X✈v✈✈r p✈✈nt✈ng t✈ h✈s ch✈st, 
L✈r✈nz✈ R✈cc✈ w✈th h✈s b✈rr✈tt✈ ✈n h✈s h✈✈d l✈k✈ ✈n✈ ✈f 
th✈ pr✈f✈cts ✈f th✈ l✈n✈s, th✈ thr✈✈ p✈tr✈ns ✈f h✈ly y✈uth, s✈✈nt 
St✈n✈sl✈us K✈stk✈, s✈✈nt ✈l✈ys✈us G✈nz✈g✈ ✈nd Bl✈ss✈d J✈hn 
B✈rchm✈ns, ✈ll w✈th y✈ung f✈c✈s b✈c✈us✈ th✈y d✈✈d wh✈n th✈y 
w✈r✈ y✈ung, ✈nd F✈th✈r P✈t✈r K✈nny s✈tt✈ng ✈n ✈ ch✈✈r 
wr✈pp✈d ✈n ✈ b✈g cl✈✈k. 

H✈ c✈m✈ ✈ut ✈n th✈ l✈nd✈ng ✈b✈v✈ th✈ ✈ntr✈nc✈ h✈ll ✈nd 
l✈✈k✈d ✈b✈ut h✈m. Th✈t w✈s wh✈r✈ H✈m✈lt✈n R✈w✈n h✈d 
p✈ss✈d ✈nd th✈ m✈rks ✈f th✈ s✈ld✈✈rs’ slugs w✈r✈ th✈r✈. ✈nd ✈t 



w✈s th✈r✈ th✈t th✈ ✈ld s✈rv✈nts h✈d s✈✈n th✈ gh✈st ✈n th✈ wh✈t✈ 
cl✈✈k ✈f ✈ m✈rsh✈l. 
✈n ✈ld s✈rv✈nt w✈s sw✈✈p✈ng ✈t th✈ ✈nd ✈f th✈ l✈nd✈ng. H✈ 

✈sk✈d h✈m wh✈r✈ w✈s th✈ r✈ct✈r’s r✈✈m ✈nd th✈ ✈ld s✈rv✈nt 
p✈✈nt✈d t✈ th✈ d✈✈r ✈t th✈ f✈r ✈nd ✈nd l✈✈k✈d ✈ft✈r h✈m ✈s 
h✈ w✈nt ✈n t✈ ✈t ✈nd kn✈ck✈d. 

Th✈r✈ w✈s n✈ ✈nsw✈r. H✈ kn✈ck✈d ✈g✈✈n m✈r✈ l✈udly ✈nd 
h✈s h✈✈rt jump✈d wh✈n h✈ h✈✈rd ✈ muffl✈d v✈✈c✈ s✈y: 

—C✈m✈ ✈n! 
H✈ turn✈d th✈ h✈ndl✈ ✈nd ✈p✈n✈d th✈ d✈✈r ✈nd fumbl✈d f✈r 

th✈ h✈ndl✈ ✈f th✈ gr✈✈n b✈✈z✈ d✈✈r ✈ns✈d✈. H✈ f✈und ✈t ✈nd 
push✈d ✈t ✈p✈n ✈nd w✈nt ✈n. 

H✈ s✈w th✈ r✈ct✈r s✈tt✈ng ✈t ✈ d✈sk wr✈t✈ng. Th✈r✈ w✈s ✈ 
skull ✈n th✈ d✈sk ✈nd ✈ str✈ng✈ s✈l✈mn sm✈ll ✈n th✈ r✈✈m l✈k✈ 
th✈ ✈ld l✈✈th✈r ✈f ch✈✈rs. 

H✈s h✈✈rt w✈s b✈✈t✈ng f✈st ✈n ✈cc✈unt ✈f th✈ s✈l✈mn pl✈c✈ 
h✈ w✈s ✈n ✈nd th✈ s✈l✈nc✈ ✈f th✈ r✈✈m: ✈nd h✈ l✈✈k✈d ✈t th✈ 
skull ✈nd ✈t th✈ r✈ct✈r’s k✈nd-l✈✈k✈ng f✈c✈. 

—W✈ll, my l✈ttl✈ m✈n, s✈✈d th✈ r✈ct✈r, wh✈t ✈s ✈t? 
St✈ph✈n sw✈ll✈w✈d d✈wn th✈ th✈ng ✈n h✈s thr✈✈t ✈nd s✈✈d: 
—✈ br✈k✈ my gl✈ss✈s, s✈r. 
Th✈ r✈ct✈r ✈p✈n✈d h✈s m✈uth ✈nd s✈✈d: 
—✈! 
Th✈n h✈ sm✈l✈d ✈nd s✈✈d: 
—W✈ll, ✈f w✈ br✈k✈ ✈ur gl✈ss✈s w✈ must wr✈t✈ h✈m✈ f✈r ✈ 

n✈w p✈✈r. 
—✈ wr✈t✈ h✈m✈, s✈r, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n, ✈nd F✈th✈r ✈rn✈ll s✈✈d 

✈ ✈m n✈t t✈ study t✈ll th✈y c✈m✈. 
—Qu✈t✈ r✈ght! s✈✈d th✈ r✈ct✈r. 
St✈ph✈n sw✈ll✈w✈d d✈wn th✈ th✈ng ✈g✈✈n ✈nd tr✈✈d t✈ k✈✈p 

h✈s l✈gs ✈nd h✈s v✈✈c✈ fr✈m sh✈k✈ng. 
—But, s✈r... 
—Y✈s? 
—F✈th✈r D✈l✈n c✈m✈ ✈n t✈d✈y ✈nd p✈nd✈✈d m✈ b✈c✈us✈ ✈ 

w✈s n✈t wr✈t✈ng my th✈m✈. 



Th✈ r✈ct✈r l✈✈k✈d ✈t h✈m ✈n s✈l✈nc✈ ✈nd h✈ c✈uld f✈✈l th✈ 
bl✈✈d r✈s✈ng t✈ h✈s f✈c✈ ✈nd th✈ t✈✈rs ✈b✈ut t✈ r✈s✈ t✈ h✈s 
✈y✈s. 

Th✈ r✈ct✈r s✈✈d: 
—Y✈ur n✈m✈ ✈s D✈d✈lus, ✈sn’t ✈t? 
—Y✈s, s✈r. 
—✈nd wh✈r✈ d✈d y✈u br✈✈k y✈ur gl✈ss✈s? 
—✈n th✈ c✈nd✈rp✈th, s✈r. ✈ f✈ll✈w w✈s c✈m✈ng ✈ut ✈f th✈ 

b✈cycl✈ h✈us✈ ✈nd ✈ f✈ll ✈nd th✈y g✈t br✈k✈n. ✈ d✈n’t kn✈w th✈ 
f✈ll✈w’s n✈m✈. 

Th✈ r✈ct✈r l✈✈k✈d ✈t h✈m ✈g✈✈n ✈n s✈l✈nc✈. Th✈n h✈ 
sm✈l✈d ✈nd s✈✈d: 

—✈, w✈ll, ✈t w✈s ✈ m✈st✈k✈, ✈ ✈m sur✈ F✈th✈r D✈l✈n d✈d n✈t 
kn✈w. 

—But ✈ t✈ld h✈m ✈ br✈k✈ th✈m, s✈r, ✈nd h✈ p✈nd✈✈d m✈. 
—D✈d y✈u t✈ll h✈m th✈t y✈u h✈d wr✈tt✈n h✈m✈ f✈r ✈ n✈w 

p✈✈r? th✈ r✈ct✈r ✈sk✈d. 
—N✈, s✈r. 
—✈ w✈ll th✈n, s✈✈d th✈ r✈ct✈r, F✈th✈r D✈l✈n d✈d n✈t 

und✈rst✈nd. Y✈u c✈n s✈y th✈t ✈ ✈xcus✈ y✈u fr✈m y✈ur l✈ss✈ns f✈r 
✈ f✈w d✈ys. 

St✈ph✈n s✈✈d qu✈ckly f✈r f✈✈r h✈s tr✈mbl✈ng w✈uld pr✈v✈nt 
h✈m: 

—Y✈s, s✈r, but F✈th✈r D✈l✈n s✈✈d h✈ w✈ll c✈m✈ ✈n t✈m✈rr✈w 
t✈ p✈ndy m✈ ✈g✈✈n f✈r ✈t. 

—V✈ry w✈ll, th✈ r✈ct✈r s✈✈d, ✈t ✈s ✈ m✈st✈k✈ ✈nd ✈ sh✈ll 
sp✈✈k t✈ F✈th✈r D✈l✈n mys✈lf. W✈ll th✈t d✈ n✈w? 

St✈ph✈n f✈lt th✈ t✈✈rs w✈tt✈ng h✈s ✈y✈s ✈nd murmur✈d: 
—✈ y✈s s✈r, th✈nks. 
Th✈ r✈ct✈r h✈ld h✈s h✈nd ✈cr✈ss th✈ s✈d✈ ✈f th✈ d✈sk wh✈r✈ 

th✈ skull w✈s ✈nd St✈ph✈n, pl✈c✈ng h✈s h✈nd ✈n ✈t f✈r ✈ m✈m✈nt, 
f✈lt ✈ c✈✈l m✈✈st p✈lm. 

—G✈✈d d✈y n✈w, s✈✈d th✈ r✈ct✈r, w✈thdr✈w✈ng h✈s h✈nd ✈nd 
b✈w✈ng. 

—G✈✈d d✈y, s✈r, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n. 



H✈ b✈w✈d ✈nd w✈lk✈d qu✈✈tly ✈ut ✈f th✈ r✈✈m, cl✈s✈ng th✈ 
d✈✈rs c✈r✈fully ✈nd sl✈wly. 

But wh✈n h✈ h✈d p✈ss✈d th✈ ✈ld s✈rv✈nt ✈n th✈ l✈nd✈ng ✈nd 
w✈s ✈g✈✈n ✈n th✈ l✈w n✈rr✈w d✈rk c✈rr✈d✈r h✈ b✈g✈n t✈ w✈lk 
f✈st✈r ✈nd f✈st✈r. F✈st✈r ✈nd f✈st✈r h✈ hurr✈✈d ✈n thr✈ugh th✈ 
gl✈✈m ✈xc✈t✈dly. H✈ bump✈d h✈s ✈lb✈w ✈g✈✈nst th✈ d✈✈r ✈t 
th✈ ✈nd ✈nd, hurry✈ng d✈wn th✈ st✈✈rc✈s✈, w✈lk✈d qu✈ckly 
thr✈ugh th✈ tw✈ c✈rr✈d✈rs ✈nd ✈ut ✈nt✈ th✈ ✈✈r. 

H✈ c✈uld h✈✈r th✈ cr✈✈s ✈f th✈ f✈ll✈ws ✈n th✈ pl✈ygr✈unds. H✈ 
br✈k✈ ✈nt✈ ✈ run ✈nd, runn✈ng qu✈ck✈r ✈nd qu✈ck✈r, r✈n ✈cr✈ss 
th✈ c✈nd✈rp✈th ✈nd r✈✈ch✈d th✈ th✈rd l✈n✈ pl✈ygr✈und, 
p✈nt✈ng. 

Th✈ f✈ll✈ws h✈d s✈✈n h✈m runn✈ng. Th✈y cl✈s✈d r✈und h✈m ✈n 
✈ r✈ng, push✈ng ✈n✈ ✈g✈✈nst ✈n✈th✈r t✈ h✈✈r. 

—T✈ll us! T✈ll us! 
—Wh✈t d✈d h✈ s✈y? 
—D✈d y✈u g✈ ✈n? 
—Wh✈t d✈d h✈ s✈y? 
—T✈ll us! T✈ll us! 
H✈ t✈ld th✈m wh✈t h✈ h✈d s✈✈d ✈nd wh✈t th✈ r✈ct✈r h✈d s✈✈d 

✈nd, wh✈n h✈ h✈d t✈ld th✈m, ✈ll th✈ f✈ll✈ws flung th✈✈r c✈ps 
sp✈nn✈ng up ✈nt✈ th✈ ✈✈r ✈nd cr✈✈d: 

—Hurr✈✈! 
Th✈y c✈ught th✈✈r c✈ps ✈nd s✈nt th✈m up ✈g✈✈n sp✈nn✈ng 

skyh✈gh ✈nd cr✈✈d ✈g✈✈n: 
—Hurr✈✈! Hurr✈✈! 
Th✈y m✈d✈ ✈ cr✈dl✈ ✈f th✈✈r l✈ck✈d h✈nds ✈nd h✈✈st✈d h✈m 

up ✈m✈ng th✈m ✈nd c✈rr✈✈d h✈m ✈l✈ng t✈ll h✈ struggl✈d t✈ g✈t 
fr✈✈. ✈nd wh✈n h✈ h✈d ✈sc✈p✈d fr✈m th✈m th✈y br✈k✈ ✈w✈y ✈n 
✈ll d✈r✈ct✈✈ns, fl✈ng✈ng th✈✈r c✈ps ✈g✈✈n ✈nt✈ th✈ ✈✈r ✈nd 
wh✈stl✈ng ✈s th✈y w✈nt sp✈nn✈ng up ✈nd cry✈ng: 

—Hurr✈✈! 
✈nd th✈y g✈v✈ thr✈✈ gr✈✈ns f✈r B✈ldyh✈✈d D✈l✈n ✈nd thr✈✈ 

ch✈✈rs f✈r C✈nm✈✈ ✈nd th✈y s✈✈d h✈ w✈s th✈ d✈c✈nt✈st r✈ct✈r 
th✈t w✈s ✈v✈r ✈n Cl✈ng✈w✈s. 



Th✈ ch✈✈rs d✈✈d ✈w✈y ✈n th✈ s✈ft gr✈y ✈✈r. H✈ w✈s ✈l✈n✈. 
H✈ w✈s h✈ppy ✈nd fr✈✈: but h✈ w✈uld n✈t b✈ ✈nyw✈y pr✈ud w✈th 
F✈th✈r D✈l✈n. H✈ w✈uld b✈ v✈ry qu✈✈t ✈nd ✈b✈d✈✈nt: ✈nd h✈ 
w✈sh✈d th✈t h✈ c✈uld d✈ s✈m✈th✈ng k✈nd f✈r h✈m t✈ sh✈w h✈m 
th✈t h✈ w✈s n✈t pr✈ud. 

Th✈ ✈✈r w✈s s✈ft ✈nd gr✈y ✈nd m✈ld ✈nd ✈v✈n✈ng w✈s 
c✈m✈ng. Th✈r✈ w✈s th✈ sm✈ll ✈f ✈v✈n✈ng ✈n th✈ ✈✈r, th✈ sm✈ll 
✈f th✈ f✈✈lds ✈n th✈ c✈untry wh✈r✈ th✈y d✈gg✈d up turn✈ps t✈ 
p✈✈l th✈m ✈nd ✈✈t th✈m wh✈n th✈y w✈nt ✈ut f✈r ✈ w✈lk t✈ 
M✈j✈r B✈rt✈n’s, th✈ sm✈ll th✈r✈ w✈s ✈n th✈ l✈ttl✈ w✈✈d b✈y✈nd 
th✈ p✈v✈l✈✈n wh✈r✈ th✈ g✈llnuts w✈r✈. 

Th✈ f✈ll✈ws w✈r✈ pr✈ct✈s✈ng l✈ng sh✈✈s ✈nd b✈wl✈ng l✈bs 
✈nd sl✈w tw✈st✈rs. ✈n th✈ s✈ft gr✈y s✈l✈nc✈ h✈ c✈uld h✈✈r th✈ 
bump ✈f th✈ b✈lls: ✈nd fr✈m h✈r✈ ✈nd fr✈m th✈r✈ thr✈ugh th✈ 
qu✈✈t ✈✈r th✈ s✈und ✈f th✈ cr✈ck✈t b✈ts: p✈ck, p✈ck, p✈ck, puck: 
l✈k✈ dr✈ps ✈f w✈t✈r ✈n ✈ f✈unt✈✈n f✈ll✈ng s✈ftly ✈n th✈ 
br✈mm✈ng b✈wl. 

Ch✈pt✈r ✈✈ 

Uncl✈ Ch✈rl✈s sm✈k✈d such bl✈ck tw✈st th✈t ✈t l✈st h✈s n✈ph✈w 
sugg✈st✈d t✈ h✈m t✈ ✈nj✈y h✈s m✈rn✈ng sm✈k✈ ✈n ✈ l✈ttl✈ 
✈uth✈us✈ ✈t th✈ ✈nd ✈f th✈ g✈rd✈n. 

—V✈ry g✈✈d, S✈m✈n. ✈ll s✈r✈n✈, S✈m✈n, s✈✈d th✈ ✈ld m✈n 
tr✈nqu✈lly. ✈nywh✈r✈ y✈u l✈k✈. Th✈ ✈uth✈us✈ w✈ll d✈ m✈ 
n✈c✈ly: ✈t w✈ll b✈ m✈r✈ s✈lubr✈✈us. 

—D✈mn m✈, s✈✈d Mr D✈d✈lus fr✈nkly, ✈f ✈ kn✈w h✈w y✈u c✈n 
sm✈k✈ such v✈ll✈✈n✈us ✈wful t✈b✈cc✈. ✈t’s l✈k✈ gunp✈wd✈r, by 
G✈d. 

—✈t’s v✈ry n✈c✈, S✈m✈n, r✈pl✈✈d th✈ ✈ld m✈n. V✈ry c✈✈l ✈nd 
m✈ll✈fy✈ng. 
✈v✈ry m✈rn✈ng, th✈r✈f✈r✈, uncl✈ Ch✈rl✈s r✈p✈✈r✈d t✈ h✈s 

✈uth✈us✈ but n✈t b✈f✈r✈ h✈ h✈d gr✈✈s✈d ✈nd brush✈d 
scrupul✈usly h✈s b✈ck h✈✈r ✈nd brush✈d ✈nd put ✈n h✈s t✈ll h✈t. 
Wh✈l✈ h✈ sm✈k✈d th✈ br✈m ✈f h✈s t✈ll h✈t ✈nd th✈ b✈wl ✈f h✈s 
p✈p✈ w✈r✈ just v✈s✈bl✈ b✈y✈nd th✈ j✈mbs ✈f th✈ ✈uth✈us✈ 
d✈✈r. H✈s ✈rb✈ur, ✈s h✈ c✈ll✈d th✈ r✈✈k✈ng ✈uth✈us✈ wh✈ch 
h✈ sh✈r✈d w✈th th✈ c✈t ✈nd th✈ g✈rd✈n t✈✈ls, s✈rv✈d h✈m ✈ls✈ 



✈s ✈ s✈und✈ngb✈x: ✈nd ✈v✈ry m✈rn✈ng h✈ humm✈d c✈nt✈nt✈dly 
✈n✈ ✈f h✈s f✈v✈ur✈t✈ s✈ngs: ✈, tw✈n✈ m✈ ✈ b✈w✈r ✈r Blu✈ 
✈y✈s ✈nd g✈ld✈n h✈✈r ✈r Th✈ Gr✈v✈s ✈f Bl✈rn✈y wh✈l✈ th✈ 
gr✈y ✈nd blu✈ c✈✈ls ✈f sm✈k✈ r✈s✈ sl✈wly fr✈m h✈s p✈p✈ ✈nd 
v✈n✈sh✈d ✈n th✈ pur✈ ✈✈r. 

Dur✈ng th✈ f✈rst p✈rt ✈f th✈ summ✈r ✈n Bl✈ckr✈ck uncl✈ Ch✈rl✈s 
w✈s St✈ph✈n’s c✈nst✈nt c✈mp✈n✈✈n. Uncl✈ Ch✈rl✈s w✈s ✈ h✈l✈ 
✈ld m✈n w✈th ✈ w✈ll t✈nn✈d sk✈n, rugg✈d f✈✈tur✈s ✈nd wh✈t✈ 
s✈d✈ wh✈sk✈rs. ✈n w✈✈k d✈ys h✈ d✈d m✈ss✈g✈s b✈tw✈✈n th✈ 
h✈us✈ ✈n C✈rysf✈rt ✈v✈nu✈ ✈nd th✈s✈ sh✈ps ✈n th✈ m✈✈n 
str✈✈t ✈f th✈ t✈wn w✈th wh✈ch th✈ f✈m✈ly d✈✈lt. St✈ph✈n w✈s 
gl✈d t✈ g✈ w✈th h✈m ✈n th✈s✈ ✈rr✈nds f✈r uncl✈ Ch✈rl✈s h✈lp✈d 
h✈m v✈ry l✈b✈r✈lly t✈ h✈ndfuls ✈f wh✈t✈v✈r w✈s ✈xp✈s✈d ✈n 
✈p✈n b✈x✈s ✈nd b✈rr✈ls ✈uts✈d✈ th✈ c✈unt✈r. H✈ w✈uld s✈✈z✈ 
✈ h✈ndful ✈f gr✈p✈s ✈nd s✈wdust ✈r thr✈✈ ✈r f✈ur ✈m✈r✈c✈n 
✈ppl✈s ✈nd thrust th✈m g✈n✈r✈usly ✈nt✈ h✈s gr✈ndn✈ph✈w’s h✈nd 
wh✈l✈ th✈ sh✈pm✈n sm✈l✈d un✈✈s✈ly; ✈nd, ✈n St✈ph✈n’s 
f✈✈gn✈ng r✈luct✈nc✈ t✈ t✈k✈ th✈m, h✈ w✈uld fr✈wn ✈nd s✈y: 

—T✈k✈ th✈m, s✈r. D✈ y✈u h✈✈r m✈, s✈r? Th✈y’r✈ g✈✈d f✈r 
y✈ur b✈w✈ls. 

Wh✈n th✈ ✈rd✈r l✈st h✈d b✈✈n b✈✈k✈d th✈ tw✈ w✈uld g✈ ✈n 
t✈ th✈ p✈rk wh✈r✈ ✈n ✈ld fr✈✈nd ✈f St✈ph✈n’s f✈th✈r, M✈k✈ 
Flynn, w✈uld b✈ f✈und s✈✈t✈d ✈n ✈ b✈nch, w✈✈t✈ng f✈r th✈m. 
Th✈n w✈uld b✈g✈n St✈ph✈n’s run r✈und th✈ p✈rk. M✈k✈ Flynn w✈uld 
st✈nd ✈t th✈ g✈t✈ n✈✈r th✈ r✈✈lw✈y st✈t✈✈n, w✈tch ✈n h✈nd, 
wh✈l✈ St✈ph✈n r✈n r✈und th✈ tr✈ck ✈n th✈ styl✈ M✈k✈ Flynn 
f✈v✈ur✈d, h✈s h✈✈d h✈gh l✈ft✈d, h✈s kn✈✈s w✈ll l✈ft✈d ✈nd h✈s 
h✈nds h✈ld str✈✈ght d✈wn by h✈s s✈d✈s. Wh✈n th✈ m✈rn✈ng 
pr✈ct✈c✈ w✈s ✈v✈r th✈ tr✈✈n✈r w✈uld m✈k✈ h✈s c✈mm✈nts ✈nd 
s✈m✈t✈m✈s ✈llustr✈t✈ th✈m by shuffl✈ng ✈l✈ng f✈r ✈ y✈rd ✈r s✈ 
c✈m✈c✈lly ✈n ✈n ✈ld p✈✈r ✈f blu✈ c✈nv✈s sh✈✈s. ✈ sm✈ll r✈ng 
✈f w✈nd✈rstruck ch✈ldr✈n ✈nd nurs✈m✈✈ds w✈uld g✈th✈r t✈ w✈tch 
h✈m ✈nd l✈ng✈r ✈v✈n wh✈n h✈ ✈nd uncl✈ Ch✈rl✈s h✈d s✈t d✈wn 
✈g✈✈n ✈nd w✈r✈ t✈lk✈ng ✈thl✈t✈cs ✈nd p✈l✈t✈cs. Th✈ugh h✈ 
h✈d h✈✈rd h✈s f✈th✈r s✈y th✈t M✈k✈ Flynn h✈d put s✈m✈ ✈f th✈ 
b✈st runn✈rs ✈f m✈d✈rn t✈m✈s thr✈ugh h✈s h✈nds St✈ph✈n ✈ft✈n 
gl✈nc✈d ✈t h✈s tr✈✈n✈r’s fl✈bby stubbl✈-c✈v✈r✈d f✈c✈, ✈s ✈t 
b✈nt ✈v✈r th✈ l✈ng st✈✈n✈d f✈ng✈rs thr✈ugh wh✈ch h✈ r✈ll✈d h✈s 



c✈g✈r✈tt✈, ✈nd w✈th p✈ty ✈t th✈ m✈ld lustr✈l✈ss blu✈ ✈y✈s wh✈ch 
w✈uld l✈✈k up sudd✈nly fr✈m th✈ t✈sk ✈nd g✈z✈ v✈gu✈ly ✈nt✈ th✈ 
blu✈ d✈st✈nc✈ wh✈l✈ th✈ l✈ng sw✈ll✈n f✈ng✈rs c✈✈s✈d th✈✈r 
r✈ll✈ng ✈nd gr✈✈ns ✈nd f✈br✈s ✈f t✈b✈cc✈ f✈ll b✈ck ✈nt✈ th✈ 
p✈uch. 
✈n th✈ w✈y h✈m✈ uncl✈ Ch✈rl✈s w✈uld ✈ft✈n p✈y ✈ v✈s✈t t✈ 

th✈ ch✈p✈l ✈nd, ✈s th✈ f✈nt w✈s ✈b✈v✈ St✈ph✈n’s r✈✈ch, th✈ ✈ld 
m✈n w✈uld d✈p h✈s h✈nd ✈nd th✈n spr✈nkl✈ th✈ w✈t✈r br✈skly 
✈b✈ut St✈ph✈n’s cl✈th✈s ✈nd ✈n th✈ fl✈✈r ✈f th✈ p✈rch. Wh✈l✈ 
h✈ pr✈y✈d h✈ kn✈lt ✈n h✈s r✈d h✈ndk✈rch✈✈f ✈nd r✈✈d ✈b✈v✈ 
h✈s br✈✈th fr✈m ✈ thumb bl✈ck✈n✈d pr✈y✈rb✈✈k wh✈r✈✈n 
c✈tchw✈rds w✈r✈ pr✈nt✈d ✈t th✈ f✈✈t ✈f ✈v✈ry p✈g✈. St✈ph✈n 
kn✈lt ✈t h✈s s✈d✈ r✈sp✈ct✈ng, th✈ugh h✈ d✈d n✈t sh✈r✈, h✈s 
p✈✈ty. H✈ ✈ft✈n w✈nd✈r✈d wh✈t h✈s gr✈nduncl✈ pr✈y✈d f✈r s✈ 
s✈r✈✈usly. P✈rh✈ps h✈ pr✈y✈d f✈r th✈ s✈uls ✈n purg✈t✈ry ✈r f✈r 
th✈ gr✈c✈ ✈f ✈ h✈ppy d✈✈th ✈r p✈rh✈ps h✈ pr✈y✈d th✈t G✈d 
m✈ght s✈nd h✈m b✈ck ✈ p✈rt ✈f th✈ b✈g f✈rtun✈ h✈ h✈d 
squ✈nd✈r✈d ✈n C✈rk. 
✈n Sund✈ys St✈ph✈n w✈th h✈s f✈th✈r ✈nd h✈s gr✈nduncl✈ t✈✈k 

th✈✈r c✈nst✈tut✈✈n✈l. Th✈ ✈ld m✈n w✈s ✈ n✈mbl✈ w✈lk✈r ✈n 
sp✈t✈ ✈f h✈s c✈rns ✈nd ✈ft✈n t✈n ✈r tw✈lv✈ m✈l✈s ✈f th✈ r✈✈d 
w✈r✈ c✈v✈r✈d. Th✈ l✈ttl✈ v✈ll✈g✈ ✈f St✈ll✈rg✈n w✈s th✈ 
p✈rt✈ng ✈f th✈ w✈ys. ✈✈th✈r th✈y w✈nt t✈ th✈ l✈ft t✈w✈rds th✈ 
Dubl✈n m✈unt✈✈ns ✈r ✈l✈ng th✈ G✈✈tst✈wn r✈✈d ✈nd th✈nc✈ 
✈nt✈ Dundrum, c✈m✈ng h✈m✈ by S✈ndyf✈rd. Trudg✈ng ✈l✈ng th✈ 
r✈✈d ✈r st✈nd✈ng ✈n s✈m✈ gr✈my w✈ys✈d✈ publ✈c h✈us✈ h✈s 
✈ld✈rs sp✈k✈ c✈nst✈ntly ✈f th✈ subj✈cts n✈✈r✈r th✈✈r h✈✈rts, ✈f 
✈r✈sh p✈l✈t✈cs, ✈f Munst✈r ✈nd ✈f th✈ l✈g✈nds ✈f th✈✈r ✈wn 
f✈m✈ly, t✈ ✈ll ✈f wh✈ch St✈ph✈n l✈nt ✈n ✈v✈d ✈✈r. W✈rds wh✈ch 
h✈ d✈d n✈t und✈rst✈nd h✈ s✈✈d ✈v✈r ✈nd ✈v✈r t✈ h✈ms✈lf t✈ll 
h✈ h✈d l✈✈rnt th✈m by h✈✈rt: ✈nd thr✈ugh th✈m h✈ h✈d gl✈mps✈s 
✈f th✈ r✈✈l w✈rld ✈b✈ut th✈m. Th✈ h✈ur wh✈n h✈ t✈✈ w✈uld t✈k✈ 
p✈rt ✈n th✈ l✈f✈ ✈f th✈t w✈rld s✈✈m✈d dr✈w✈ng n✈✈r ✈nd ✈n 
s✈cr✈t h✈ b✈g✈n t✈ m✈k✈ r✈✈dy f✈r th✈ gr✈✈t p✈rt wh✈ch h✈ 
f✈lt ✈w✈✈t✈d h✈m th✈ n✈tur✈ ✈f wh✈ch h✈ ✈nly d✈mly 
✈ppr✈h✈nd✈d. 

H✈s ✈v✈n✈ngs w✈r✈ h✈s ✈wn; ✈nd h✈ p✈r✈d ✈v✈r ✈ r✈gg✈d 
tr✈nsl✈t✈✈n ✈f Th✈ C✈unt ✈f M✈nt✈ Cr✈st✈. Th✈ f✈gur✈ ✈f th✈t 



d✈rk ✈v✈ng✈r st✈✈d f✈rth ✈n h✈s m✈nd f✈r wh✈t✈v✈r h✈ h✈d 
h✈✈rd ✈r d✈v✈n✈d ✈n ch✈ldh✈✈d ✈f th✈ str✈ng✈ ✈nd t✈rr✈bl✈. 
✈t n✈ght h✈ bu✈lt up ✈n th✈ p✈rl✈ur t✈bl✈ ✈n ✈m✈g✈ ✈f th✈ 
w✈nd✈rful ✈sl✈nd c✈v✈ ✈ut ✈f tr✈nsf✈rs ✈nd p✈p✈r fl✈w✈rs ✈nd 
c✈l✈ur✈d t✈ssu✈ p✈p✈r ✈nd str✈ps ✈f th✈ s✈lv✈r ✈nd g✈ld✈n 
p✈p✈r ✈n wh✈ch ch✈c✈l✈t✈ ✈s wr✈pp✈d. Wh✈n h✈ h✈d br✈k✈n up 
th✈s sc✈n✈ry, w✈✈ry ✈f ✈ts t✈ns✈l, th✈r✈ w✈uld c✈m✈ t✈ h✈s 
m✈nd th✈ br✈ght p✈ctur✈ ✈f M✈rs✈✈ll✈s, ✈f sunny tr✈ll✈s✈s ✈nd 
✈f M✈rc✈d✈s. 
✈uts✈d✈ Bl✈ckr✈ck, ✈n th✈ r✈✈d th✈t l✈d t✈ th✈ m✈unt✈✈ns, 

st✈✈d ✈ sm✈ll wh✈t✈w✈sh✈d h✈us✈ ✈n th✈ g✈rd✈n ✈f wh✈ch 
gr✈w m✈ny r✈s✈bush✈s: ✈nd ✈n th✈s h✈us✈, h✈ t✈ld h✈ms✈lf, 
✈n✈th✈r M✈rc✈d✈s l✈v✈d. B✈th ✈n th✈ ✈utw✈rd ✈nd ✈n th✈ 
h✈m✈w✈rd j✈urn✈y h✈ m✈✈sur✈d d✈st✈nc✈ by th✈s l✈ndm✈rk: 
✈nd ✈n h✈s ✈m✈g✈n✈t✈✈n h✈ l✈v✈d thr✈ugh ✈ l✈ng tr✈✈n ✈f 
✈dv✈ntur✈s, m✈rv✈ll✈us ✈s th✈s✈ ✈n th✈ b✈✈k ✈ts✈lf, t✈w✈rds 
th✈ cl✈s✈ ✈f wh✈ch th✈r✈ ✈pp✈✈r✈d ✈n ✈m✈g✈ ✈f h✈ms✈lf, 
gr✈wn ✈ld✈r ✈nd s✈dd✈r, st✈nd✈ng ✈n ✈ m✈✈nl✈t g✈rd✈n w✈th 
M✈rc✈d✈s wh✈ h✈d s✈ m✈ny y✈✈rs b✈f✈r✈ sl✈ght✈d h✈s l✈v✈, 
✈nd w✈th ✈ s✈dly pr✈ud g✈stur✈ ✈f r✈fus✈l, s✈y✈ng: 

—M✈d✈m, ✈ n✈v✈r ✈✈t musc✈t✈l gr✈p✈s. 
H✈ b✈c✈m✈ th✈ ✈lly ✈f ✈ b✈y n✈m✈d ✈ubr✈y M✈lls ✈nd 

f✈und✈d w✈th h✈m ✈ g✈ng ✈f ✈dv✈ntur✈rs ✈n th✈ ✈v✈nu✈. 
✈ubr✈y c✈rr✈✈d ✈ wh✈stl✈ d✈ngl✈ng fr✈m h✈s butt✈nh✈l✈ ✈nd ✈ 
b✈cycl✈ l✈mp ✈tt✈ch✈d t✈ h✈s b✈lt wh✈l✈ th✈ ✈th✈rs h✈d sh✈rt 
st✈cks thrust d✈gg✈rw✈s✈ thr✈ugh th✈✈rs. St✈ph✈n, wh✈ h✈d r✈✈d 
✈f N✈p✈l✈✈n’s pl✈✈n styl✈ ✈f dr✈ss, ch✈s✈ t✈ r✈m✈✈n 
un✈d✈rn✈d ✈nd th✈r✈by h✈✈ght✈n✈d f✈r h✈ms✈lf th✈ pl✈✈sur✈ 
✈f t✈k✈ng c✈uns✈l w✈th h✈s l✈✈ut✈n✈nt b✈f✈r✈ g✈v✈ng ✈rd✈rs. 
Th✈ g✈ng m✈d✈ f✈r✈ys ✈nt✈ th✈ g✈rd✈ns ✈f ✈ld m✈✈ds ✈r w✈nt 
d✈wn t✈ th✈ c✈stl✈ ✈nd f✈ught ✈ b✈ttl✈ ✈n th✈ sh✈ggy w✈✈dgr✈wn 
r✈cks, c✈m✈ng h✈m✈ ✈ft✈r ✈t w✈✈ry str✈ggl✈rs w✈th th✈ st✈l✈ 
✈d✈urs ✈f th✈ f✈r✈sh✈r✈ ✈n th✈✈r n✈str✈ls ✈nd th✈ r✈nk ✈✈ls 
✈f th✈ s✈✈wr✈ck up✈n th✈✈r h✈nds ✈nd ✈n th✈✈r h✈✈r. 
✈ubr✈y ✈nd St✈ph✈n h✈d ✈ c✈mm✈n m✈lkm✈n ✈nd ✈ft✈n th✈y 

dr✈v✈ ✈ut ✈n th✈ m✈lkc✈r t✈ C✈rr✈ckm✈n✈s wh✈r✈ th✈ c✈ws 
w✈r✈ ✈t gr✈ss. Wh✈l✈ th✈ m✈n w✈r✈ m✈lk✈ng th✈ b✈ys w✈uld 
t✈k✈ turns ✈n r✈d✈ng th✈ tr✈ct✈bl✈ m✈r✈ r✈und th✈ f✈✈ld. But 



wh✈n ✈utumn c✈m✈ th✈ c✈ws w✈r✈ dr✈v✈n h✈m✈ fr✈m th✈ gr✈ss: 
✈nd th✈ f✈rst s✈ght ✈f th✈ f✈lthy c✈wy✈rd ✈t Str✈dbr✈✈k w✈th ✈ts 
f✈ul gr✈✈n puddl✈s ✈nd cl✈ts ✈f l✈qu✈d dung ✈nd st✈✈m✈ng br✈n 
tr✈ughs, s✈ck✈n✈d St✈ph✈n’s h✈✈rt. Th✈ c✈ttl✈ wh✈ch h✈d 
s✈✈m✈d s✈ b✈✈ut✈ful ✈n th✈ c✈untry ✈n sunny d✈ys r✈v✈lt✈d h✈m 
✈nd h✈ c✈uld n✈t ✈v✈n l✈✈k ✈t th✈ m✈lk th✈y y✈✈ld✈d. 

Th✈ c✈m✈ng ✈f S✈pt✈mb✈r d✈d n✈t tr✈ubl✈ h✈m th✈s y✈✈r f✈r 
h✈ w✈s n✈t t✈ b✈ s✈nt b✈ck t✈ Cl✈ng✈w✈s. Th✈ pr✈ct✈c✈ ✈n th✈ 
p✈rk c✈m✈ t✈ ✈n ✈nd wh✈n M✈k✈ Flynn w✈nt ✈nt✈ h✈sp✈t✈l. 
✈ubr✈y w✈s ✈t sch✈✈l ✈nd h✈d ✈nly ✈n h✈ur ✈r tw✈ fr✈✈ ✈n th✈ 
✈v✈n✈ng. Th✈ g✈ng f✈ll ✈sund✈r ✈nd th✈r✈ w✈r✈ n✈ m✈r✈ 
n✈ghtly f✈r✈ys ✈r b✈ttl✈s ✈n th✈ r✈cks. St✈ph✈n s✈m✈t✈m✈s w✈nt 
r✈und w✈th th✈ c✈r wh✈ch d✈l✈v✈r✈d th✈ ✈v✈n✈ng m✈lk: ✈nd 
th✈s✈ ch✈lly dr✈v✈s bl✈w ✈w✈y h✈s m✈m✈ry ✈f th✈ f✈lth ✈f th✈ 
c✈wy✈rd ✈nd h✈ f✈lt n✈ r✈pugn✈nc✈ ✈t s✈✈✈ng th✈ c✈w h✈✈rs 
✈nd h✈ys✈✈ds ✈n th✈ m✈lkm✈n’s c✈✈t. Wh✈n✈v✈r th✈ c✈r dr✈w 
up b✈f✈r✈ ✈ h✈us✈ h✈ w✈✈t✈d t✈ c✈tch ✈ gl✈mps✈ ✈f ✈ w✈ll 
scrubb✈d k✈tch✈n ✈r ✈f ✈ s✈ftly l✈ght✈d h✈ll ✈nd t✈ s✈✈ h✈w th✈ 
s✈rv✈nt w✈uld h✈ld th✈ jug ✈nd h✈w sh✈ w✈uld cl✈s✈ th✈ d✈✈r. H✈ 
th✈ught ✈t sh✈uld b✈ ✈ pl✈✈s✈nt l✈f✈ ✈n✈ugh, dr✈v✈ng ✈l✈ng th✈ 
r✈✈ds ✈v✈ry ✈v✈n✈ng t✈ d✈l✈v✈r m✈lk, ✈f h✈ h✈d w✈rm gl✈v✈s 
✈nd ✈ f✈t b✈g ✈f g✈ng✈rnuts ✈n h✈s p✈ck✈t t✈ ✈✈t fr✈m. But th✈ 
s✈m✈ f✈r✈kn✈wl✈dg✈ wh✈ch h✈d s✈ck✈n✈d h✈s h✈✈rt ✈nd 
m✈d✈ h✈s l✈gs s✈g sudd✈nly ✈s h✈ r✈c✈d r✈und th✈ p✈rk, th✈ 
s✈m✈ ✈ntu✈t✈✈n wh✈ch h✈d m✈d✈ h✈m gl✈nc✈ w✈th m✈strust ✈t 
h✈s tr✈✈n✈r’s fl✈bby stubbl✈c✈v✈r✈d f✈c✈ ✈s ✈t b✈nt h✈✈v✈ly 
✈v✈r h✈s l✈ng st✈✈n✈d f✈ng✈rs, d✈ss✈p✈t✈d ✈ny v✈s✈✈n ✈f 
th✈ futur✈. ✈n ✈ v✈gu✈ w✈y h✈ und✈rst✈✈d th✈t h✈s f✈th✈r w✈s 
✈n tr✈ubl✈ ✈nd th✈t th✈s w✈s th✈ r✈✈s✈n why h✈ h✈ms✈lf h✈d n✈t 
b✈✈n s✈nt b✈ck t✈ Cl✈ng✈w✈s. F✈r s✈m✈ t✈m✈ h✈ h✈d f✈lt th✈ 
sl✈ght ch✈ng✈ ✈n h✈s h✈us✈; ✈nd th✈s✈ ch✈ng✈s ✈n wh✈t h✈ h✈d 
d✈✈m✈d unch✈ng✈✈bl✈ w✈r✈ s✈ m✈ny sl✈ght sh✈cks t✈ h✈s 
b✈y✈sh c✈nc✈pt✈✈n ✈f th✈ w✈rld. Th✈ ✈mb✈t✈✈n wh✈ch h✈ f✈lt 
✈st✈r ✈t t✈m✈s ✈n th✈ d✈rkn✈ss ✈f h✈s s✈ul s✈ught n✈ ✈utl✈t. ✈ 
dusk l✈k✈ th✈t ✈f th✈ ✈ut✈r w✈rld ✈bscur✈d h✈s m✈nd ✈s h✈ h✈✈rd 
th✈ m✈r✈’s h✈✈fs cl✈tt✈r✈ng ✈l✈ng th✈ tr✈mtr✈ck ✈n th✈ R✈ck 
R✈✈d ✈nd th✈ gr✈✈t c✈n sw✈y✈ng ✈nd r✈ttl✈ng b✈h✈nd h✈m. 



H✈ r✈turn✈d t✈ M✈rc✈d✈s ✈nd, ✈s h✈ br✈✈d✈d up✈n h✈r 
✈m✈g✈, ✈ str✈ng✈ unr✈st cr✈pt ✈nt✈ h✈s bl✈✈d. S✈m✈t✈m✈s ✈ 
f✈v✈r g✈th✈r✈d w✈th✈n h✈m ✈nd l✈d h✈m t✈ r✈v✈ ✈l✈n✈ ✈n 
th✈ ✈v✈n✈ng ✈l✈ng th✈ qu✈✈t ✈v✈nu✈. Th✈ p✈✈c✈ ✈f th✈ 
g✈rd✈ns ✈nd th✈ k✈ndly l✈ghts ✈n th✈ w✈nd✈ws p✈ur✈d ✈ t✈nd✈r 
✈nflu✈nc✈ ✈nt✈ h✈s r✈stl✈ss h✈✈rt. Th✈ n✈✈s✈ ✈f ch✈ldr✈n ✈t 
pl✈y ✈nn✈y✈d h✈m ✈nd th✈✈r s✈lly v✈✈c✈s m✈d✈ h✈m f✈✈l, 
✈v✈n m✈r✈ k✈✈nly th✈n h✈ h✈d f✈lt ✈t Cl✈ng✈w✈s, th✈t h✈ w✈s 
d✈ff✈r✈nt fr✈m ✈th✈rs. H✈ d✈d n✈t w✈nt t✈ pl✈y. H✈ w✈nt✈d t✈ 
m✈✈t ✈n th✈ r✈✈l w✈rld th✈ unsubst✈nt✈✈l ✈m✈g✈ wh✈ch h✈s 
s✈ul s✈ c✈nst✈ntly b✈h✈ld. H✈ d✈d n✈t kn✈w wh✈r✈ t✈ s✈✈k ✈t 
✈r h✈w but ✈ pr✈m✈n✈t✈✈n wh✈ch l✈d h✈m ✈n t✈ld h✈m th✈t th✈s 
✈m✈g✈ w✈uld, w✈th✈ut ✈ny ✈v✈rt ✈ct ✈f h✈s, ✈nc✈unt✈r h✈m. 
Th✈y w✈uld m✈✈t qu✈✈tly ✈s ✈f th✈y h✈d kn✈wn ✈✈ch ✈th✈r ✈nd 
h✈d m✈d✈ th✈✈r tryst, p✈rh✈ps ✈t ✈n✈ ✈f th✈ g✈t✈s ✈r ✈n s✈m✈ 
m✈r✈ s✈cr✈t pl✈c✈. Th✈y w✈uld b✈ ✈l✈n✈, surr✈und✈d by 
d✈rkn✈ss ✈nd s✈l✈nc✈: ✈nd ✈n th✈t m✈m✈nt ✈f supr✈m✈ 
t✈nd✈rn✈ss h✈ w✈uld b✈ tr✈nsf✈gur✈d. H✈ w✈uld f✈d✈ ✈nt✈ 
s✈m✈th✈ng ✈mp✈lp✈bl✈ und✈r h✈r ✈y✈s ✈nd th✈n ✈n ✈ m✈m✈nt, 
h✈ w✈uld b✈ tr✈nsf✈gur✈d. W✈✈kn✈ss ✈nd t✈m✈d✈ty ✈nd 
✈n✈xp✈r✈✈nc✈ w✈uld f✈ll fr✈m h✈m ✈n th✈t m✈g✈c m✈m✈nt. 

 

Tw✈ gr✈✈t y✈ll✈w c✈r✈v✈ns h✈d h✈lt✈d ✈n✈ m✈rn✈ng b✈f✈r✈ 
th✈ d✈✈r ✈nd m✈n h✈d c✈m✈ tr✈mp✈ng ✈nt✈ th✈ h✈us✈ t✈ 
d✈sm✈ntl✈ ✈t. Th✈ furn✈tur✈ h✈d b✈✈n hustl✈d ✈ut thr✈ugh th✈ 
fr✈nt g✈rd✈n wh✈ch w✈s str✈wn w✈th w✈sps ✈f str✈w ✈nd r✈p✈ ✈nds 
✈nd ✈nt✈ th✈ hug✈ v✈ns ✈t th✈ g✈t✈. Wh✈n ✈ll h✈d b✈✈n s✈f✈ly 
st✈w✈d th✈ v✈ns h✈d s✈t ✈ff n✈✈s✈ly d✈wn th✈ ✈v✈nu✈: ✈nd 
fr✈m th✈ w✈nd✈w ✈f th✈ r✈✈lw✈y c✈rr✈✈g✈, ✈n wh✈ch h✈ h✈d 
s✈t w✈th h✈s r✈d✈y✈d m✈th✈r, St✈ph✈n h✈d s✈✈n th✈m 
lumb✈r✈ng ✈l✈ng th✈ M✈rr✈✈n R✈✈d. 

Th✈ p✈rl✈ur f✈r✈ w✈uld n✈t dr✈w th✈t ✈v✈n✈ng ✈nd Mr D✈d✈lus 
r✈st✈d th✈ p✈k✈r ✈g✈✈nst th✈ b✈rs ✈f th✈ gr✈t✈ t✈ ✈ttr✈ct th✈ 
fl✈m✈. Uncl✈ Ch✈rl✈s d✈z✈d ✈n ✈ c✈rn✈r ✈f th✈ h✈lf furn✈sh✈d 
unc✈rp✈t✈d r✈✈m ✈nd n✈✈r h✈m th✈ f✈m✈ly p✈rtr✈✈ts l✈✈n✈d 
✈g✈✈nst th✈ w✈ll. Th✈ l✈mp ✈n th✈ t✈bl✈ sh✈d ✈ w✈✈k l✈ght 



✈v✈r th✈ b✈✈rd✈d fl✈✈r, mudd✈✈d by th✈ f✈✈t ✈f th✈ v✈nm✈n. 
St✈ph✈n s✈t ✈n ✈ f✈✈tst✈✈l b✈s✈d✈ h✈s f✈th✈r l✈st✈n✈ng t✈ ✈ 
l✈ng ✈nd ✈nc✈h✈r✈nt m✈n✈l✈gu✈. H✈ und✈rst✈✈d l✈ttl✈ ✈r 
n✈th✈ng ✈f ✈t ✈t f✈rst but h✈ b✈c✈m✈ sl✈wly ✈w✈r✈ th✈t h✈s 
f✈th✈r h✈d ✈n✈m✈✈s ✈nd th✈t s✈m✈ f✈ght w✈s g✈✈ng t✈ t✈k✈ 
pl✈c✈. H✈ f✈lt, t✈✈, th✈t h✈ w✈s b✈✈ng ✈nl✈st✈d f✈r th✈ f✈ght, 
th✈t s✈m✈ duty w✈s b✈✈ng l✈✈d up✈n h✈s sh✈uld✈rs. Th✈ sudd✈n 
fl✈ght fr✈m th✈ c✈mf✈rt ✈nd r✈v✈r✈✈ ✈f Bl✈ckr✈ck, th✈ p✈ss✈g✈ 
thr✈ugh th✈ gl✈✈my f✈ggy c✈ty, th✈ th✈ught ✈f th✈ b✈r✈ ch✈✈rl✈ss 
h✈us✈ ✈n wh✈ch th✈y w✈r✈ n✈w t✈ l✈v✈ m✈d✈ h✈s h✈✈rt 
h✈✈vy: ✈nd ✈g✈✈n ✈n ✈ntu✈t✈✈n, ✈ f✈r✈kn✈wl✈dg✈ ✈f th✈ 
futur✈ c✈m✈ t✈ h✈m. H✈ und✈rst✈✈d ✈ls✈ why th✈ s✈rv✈nts h✈d 
✈ft✈n wh✈sp✈r✈d t✈g✈th✈r ✈n th✈ h✈ll ✈nd why h✈s f✈th✈r h✈d 
✈ft✈n st✈✈d ✈n th✈ h✈✈rthrug, w✈th h✈s b✈ck t✈ th✈ f✈r✈, 
t✈lk✈ng l✈udly t✈ uncl✈ Ch✈rl✈s wh✈ urg✈d h✈m t✈ s✈t d✈wn ✈nd 
✈✈t h✈s d✈nn✈r. 

—Th✈r✈’s ✈ cr✈ck ✈f th✈ wh✈p l✈ft ✈n m✈ y✈t, St✈ph✈n, ✈ld 
ch✈p, s✈✈d Mr D✈d✈lus, p✈k✈ng ✈t th✈ dull f✈r✈ w✈th f✈✈rc✈ 
✈n✈rgy. W✈’r✈ n✈t d✈✈d y✈t, s✈nny. N✈, by th✈ L✈rd J✈sus (G✈d 
f✈rg✈v✈ m✈) n✈r h✈lf d✈✈d. 

Dubl✈n w✈s ✈ n✈w ✈nd c✈mpl✈x s✈ns✈t✈✈n. Uncl✈ Ch✈rl✈s h✈d 
gr✈wn s✈ w✈tl✈ss th✈t h✈ c✈uld n✈ l✈ng✈r b✈ s✈nt ✈ut ✈n ✈rr✈nds 
✈nd th✈ d✈s✈rd✈r ✈n s✈ttl✈ng ✈n th✈ n✈w h✈us✈ l✈ft St✈ph✈n 
fr✈✈r th✈n h✈ h✈d b✈✈n ✈n Bl✈ckr✈ck. ✈n th✈ b✈g✈nn✈ng h✈ 
c✈nt✈nt✈d h✈ms✈lf w✈th c✈rcl✈ng t✈m✈dly r✈und th✈ 
n✈✈ghb✈ur✈ng squ✈r✈ ✈r, ✈t m✈st, g✈✈ng h✈lf w✈y d✈wn ✈n✈ ✈f 
th✈ s✈d✈ str✈✈ts but wh✈n h✈ h✈d m✈d✈ ✈ sk✈l✈t✈n m✈p ✈f th✈ 
c✈ty ✈n h✈s m✈nd h✈ f✈ll✈w✈d b✈ldly ✈n✈ ✈f ✈ts c✈ntr✈l l✈n✈s 
unt✈l h✈ r✈✈ch✈d th✈ Cust✈m H✈us✈. H✈ p✈ss✈d unch✈ll✈ng✈d 
✈m✈ng th✈ d✈cks ✈nd ✈l✈ng th✈ qu✈ys w✈nd✈r✈ng ✈t th✈ 
mult✈tud✈ ✈f c✈rks th✈t l✈y b✈bb✈ng ✈n th✈ surf✈c✈ ✈f th✈ w✈t✈r 
✈n ✈ th✈ck y✈ll✈w scum, ✈t th✈ cr✈wds ✈f qu✈y p✈rt✈rs ✈nd th✈ 
rumbl✈ng c✈rts ✈nd th✈ ✈lldr✈ss✈d b✈✈rd✈d p✈l✈c✈m✈n. Th✈ 
v✈stn✈ss ✈nd str✈ng✈n✈ss ✈f th✈ l✈f✈ sugg✈st✈d t✈ h✈m by th✈ 
b✈l✈s ✈f m✈rch✈nd✈s✈ st✈ck✈d ✈l✈ng th✈ w✈lls ✈r swung ✈l✈ft 
✈ut ✈f th✈ h✈lds ✈f st✈✈m✈rs w✈k✈n✈d ✈g✈✈n ✈n h✈m th✈ 
unr✈st wh✈ch h✈d s✈nt h✈m w✈nd✈r✈ng ✈n th✈ ✈v✈n✈ng fr✈m 
g✈rd✈n t✈ g✈rd✈n ✈n s✈✈rch ✈f M✈rc✈d✈s. ✈nd ✈m✈d th✈s n✈w 



bustl✈ng l✈f✈ h✈ m✈ght h✈v✈ f✈nc✈✈d h✈ms✈lf ✈n ✈n✈th✈r 
M✈rs✈✈ll✈s but th✈t h✈ m✈ss✈d th✈ br✈ght sky ✈nd th✈ sun-w✈rm✈d 
tr✈ll✈s✈s ✈f th✈ w✈n✈sh✈ps. ✈ v✈gu✈ d✈ss✈t✈sf✈ct✈✈n gr✈w up 
w✈th✈n h✈m ✈s h✈ l✈✈k✈d ✈n th✈ qu✈ys ✈nd ✈n th✈ r✈v✈r ✈nd 
✈n th✈ l✈w✈r✈ng sk✈✈s ✈nd y✈t h✈ c✈nt✈nu✈d t✈ w✈nd✈r up ✈nd 
d✈wn d✈y ✈ft✈r d✈y ✈s ✈f h✈ r✈✈lly s✈ught s✈m✈✈n✈ th✈t 
✈lud✈d h✈m. 

H✈ w✈nt ✈nc✈ ✈r tw✈c✈ w✈th h✈s m✈th✈r t✈ v✈s✈t th✈✈r 
r✈l✈t✈v✈s: ✈nd th✈ugh th✈y p✈ss✈d ✈ j✈v✈✈l ✈rr✈y ✈f sh✈ps l✈t 
up ✈nd ✈d✈rn✈d f✈r Chr✈stm✈s h✈s m✈✈d ✈f ✈mb✈tt✈r✈d 
s✈l✈nc✈ d✈d n✈t l✈✈v✈ h✈m. Th✈ c✈us✈s ✈f h✈s ✈mb✈tt✈rm✈nt 
w✈r✈ m✈ny, r✈m✈t✈ ✈nd n✈✈r. H✈ w✈s ✈ngry w✈th h✈ms✈lf f✈r 
b✈✈ng y✈ung ✈nd th✈ pr✈y ✈f r✈stl✈ss f✈✈l✈sh ✈mpuls✈s, ✈ngry 
✈ls✈ w✈th th✈ ch✈ng✈ ✈f f✈rtun✈ wh✈ch w✈s r✈sh✈p✈ng th✈ 
w✈rld ✈b✈ut h✈m ✈nt✈ ✈ v✈s✈✈n ✈f squ✈l✈r ✈nd ✈ns✈nc✈r✈ty. 
Y✈t h✈s ✈ng✈r l✈nt n✈th✈ng t✈ th✈ v✈s✈✈n. H✈ chr✈n✈cl✈d w✈th 
p✈t✈✈nc✈ wh✈t h✈ s✈w, d✈t✈ch✈ng h✈ms✈lf fr✈m ✈t ✈nd t✈st✈ng 
✈ts m✈rt✈fy✈ng fl✈v✈ur ✈n s✈cr✈t. 

H✈ w✈s s✈tt✈ng ✈n th✈ b✈ckl✈ss ch✈✈r ✈n h✈s ✈unt’s k✈tch✈n. 
✈ l✈mp w✈th ✈ r✈fl✈ct✈r hung ✈n th✈ j✈p✈nn✈d w✈ll ✈f th✈ 
f✈r✈pl✈c✈ ✈nd by ✈ts l✈ght h✈s ✈unt w✈s r✈✈d✈ng th✈ ✈v✈n✈ng 
p✈p✈r th✈t l✈y ✈n h✈r kn✈✈s. Sh✈ l✈✈k✈d ✈ l✈ng t✈m✈ ✈t ✈ 
sm✈l✈ng p✈ctur✈ th✈t w✈s s✈t ✈n ✈t ✈nd s✈✈d mus✈ngly: 

—Th✈ b✈✈ut✈ful M✈b✈l Hunt✈r! 
✈ r✈ngl✈tt✈d g✈rl st✈✈d ✈n t✈pt✈✈ t✈ p✈✈r ✈t th✈ p✈ctur✈ 

✈nd s✈✈d s✈ftly: 
—Wh✈t ✈s sh✈ ✈n, mud? 
—✈n ✈ p✈nt✈m✈m✈, l✈v✈. 
Th✈ ch✈ld l✈✈n✈d h✈r r✈ngl✈tt✈d h✈✈d ✈g✈✈nst h✈r m✈th✈r’s 

sl✈✈v✈, g✈z✈ng ✈n th✈ p✈ctur✈ ✈nd murmur✈d ✈s ✈f f✈sc✈n✈t✈d: 
—Th✈ b✈✈ut✈ful M✈b✈l Hunt✈r! 
✈s ✈f f✈sc✈n✈t✈d, h✈r ✈y✈s r✈st✈d l✈ng up✈n th✈s✈ d✈mur✈ly 

t✈unt✈ng ✈y✈s ✈nd sh✈ murmur✈d d✈v✈t✈dly: 
—✈sn’t sh✈ ✈n ✈xqu✈s✈t✈ cr✈✈tur✈? 
✈nd th✈ b✈y wh✈ c✈m✈ ✈n fr✈m th✈ str✈✈t, st✈mp✈ng 

cr✈✈k✈dly und✈r h✈s st✈n✈ ✈f c✈✈l, h✈✈rd h✈r w✈rds. H✈ 
dr✈pp✈d h✈s l✈✈d pr✈mptly ✈n th✈ fl✈✈r ✈nd hurr✈✈d t✈ h✈r s✈d✈ 



t✈ s✈✈. H✈ m✈ul✈d th✈ ✈dg✈s ✈f th✈ p✈p✈r w✈th h✈s r✈dd✈n✈d 
✈nd bl✈ck✈n✈d h✈nds, sh✈uld✈r✈ng h✈r ✈s✈d✈ ✈nd 
c✈mpl✈✈n✈ng th✈t h✈ c✈uld n✈t s✈✈. 

H✈ w✈s s✈tt✈ng ✈n th✈ n✈rr✈w br✈✈kf✈st r✈✈m h✈gh up ✈n th✈ 
✈ld d✈rkw✈nd✈w✈d h✈us✈. Th✈ f✈r✈l✈ght fl✈ck✈r✈d ✈n th✈ w✈ll 
✈nd b✈y✈nd th✈ w✈nd✈w ✈ sp✈ctr✈l dusk w✈s g✈th✈r✈ng up✈n th✈ 
r✈v✈r. B✈f✈r✈ th✈ f✈r✈ ✈n ✈ld w✈m✈n w✈s busy m✈k✈ng t✈✈ 
✈nd, ✈s sh✈ bustl✈d ✈t th✈ t✈sk, sh✈ t✈ld ✈n ✈ l✈w v✈✈c✈ ✈f wh✈t 
th✈ pr✈✈st ✈nd th✈ d✈ct✈r h✈d s✈✈d. Sh✈ t✈ld t✈✈ ✈f c✈rt✈✈n 
ch✈ng✈s th✈y h✈d s✈✈n ✈n h✈r ✈f l✈t✈ ✈nd ✈f h✈r ✈dd w✈ys ✈nd 
s✈y✈ngs. H✈ s✈t l✈st✈n✈ng t✈ th✈ w✈rds ✈nd f✈ll✈w✈ng th✈ w✈ys 
✈f ✈dv✈ntur✈ th✈t l✈y ✈p✈n ✈n th✈ c✈✈ls, ✈rch✈s ✈nd v✈ults ✈nd 
w✈nd✈ng g✈ll✈r✈✈s ✈nd j✈gg✈d c✈v✈rns. 

Sudd✈nly h✈ b✈c✈m✈ ✈w✈r✈ ✈f s✈m✈th✈ng ✈n th✈ d✈✈rw✈y. 
✈ skull ✈pp✈✈r✈d susp✈nd✈d ✈n th✈ gl✈✈m ✈f th✈ d✈✈rw✈y. ✈ 
f✈✈bl✈ cr✈✈tur✈ l✈k✈ ✈ m✈nk✈y w✈s th✈r✈, dr✈wn th✈th✈r by 
th✈ s✈und ✈f v✈✈c✈s ✈t th✈ f✈r✈. ✈ wh✈n✈ng v✈✈c✈ c✈m✈ 
fr✈m th✈ d✈✈r ✈sk✈ng: 

—✈s th✈t J✈s✈ph✈n✈? 
Th✈ ✈ld bustl✈ng w✈m✈n ✈nsw✈r✈d ch✈✈r✈ly fr✈m th✈ 

f✈r✈pl✈c✈: 
—N✈, ✈ll✈n, ✈t’s St✈ph✈n. 
—✈... ✈, g✈✈d ✈v✈n✈ng, St✈ph✈n. 
H✈ ✈nsw✈r✈d th✈ gr✈✈t✈ng ✈nd s✈w ✈ s✈lly sm✈l✈ br✈✈k 

✈v✈r th✈ f✈c✈ ✈n th✈ d✈✈rw✈y. 
—D✈ y✈u w✈nt ✈nyth✈ng, ✈ll✈n? ✈sk✈d th✈ ✈ld w✈m✈n ✈t th✈ 

f✈r✈. 
But sh✈ d✈d n✈t ✈nsw✈r th✈ qu✈st✈✈n ✈nd s✈✈d: 
—✈ th✈ught ✈t w✈s J✈s✈ph✈n✈. ✈ th✈ught y✈u w✈r✈ 

J✈s✈ph✈n✈, St✈ph✈n. 
✈nd, r✈p✈✈t✈ng th✈s s✈v✈r✈l t✈m✈s, sh✈ f✈ll t✈ l✈ugh✈ng 

f✈✈bly. 
H✈ w✈s s✈tt✈ng ✈n th✈ m✈dst ✈f ✈ ch✈ldr✈n’s p✈rty ✈t H✈r✈ld’s 

Cr✈ss. H✈s s✈l✈nt w✈tchful m✈nn✈r h✈d gr✈wn up✈n h✈m ✈nd h✈ 
t✈✈k l✈ttl✈ p✈rt ✈n th✈ g✈m✈s. Th✈ ch✈ldr✈n, w✈✈r✈ng th✈ 
sp✈✈ls ✈f th✈✈r cr✈ck✈rs, d✈nc✈d ✈nd r✈mp✈d n✈✈s✈ly ✈nd, 



th✈ugh h✈ tr✈✈d t✈ sh✈r✈ th✈✈r m✈rr✈m✈nt, h✈ f✈lt h✈ms✈lf ✈ 
gl✈✈my f✈gur✈ ✈m✈d th✈ g✈y c✈ck✈d h✈ts ✈nd sunb✈nn✈ts. 

But wh✈n h✈ h✈d sung h✈s s✈ng ✈nd w✈thdr✈wn ✈nt✈ ✈ snug 
c✈rn✈r ✈f th✈ r✈✈m h✈ b✈g✈n t✈ t✈st✈ th✈ j✈y ✈f h✈s 
l✈n✈l✈n✈ss. Th✈ m✈rth, wh✈ch ✈n th✈ b✈g✈nn✈ng ✈f th✈ 
✈v✈n✈ng h✈d s✈✈m✈d t✈ h✈m f✈ls✈ ✈nd tr✈v✈✈l, w✈s l✈k✈ ✈ 
s✈✈th✈ng ✈✈r t✈ h✈m, p✈ss✈ng g✈✈ly by h✈s s✈ns✈s, h✈d✈ng 
fr✈m ✈th✈r ✈y✈s th✈ f✈v✈r✈sh ✈g✈t✈t✈✈n ✈f h✈s bl✈✈d wh✈l✈ 
thr✈ugh th✈ c✈rcl✈ng ✈f th✈ d✈nc✈rs ✈nd ✈m✈d th✈ mus✈c ✈nd 
l✈ught✈r h✈r gl✈nc✈ tr✈v✈ll✈d t✈ h✈s c✈rn✈r, fl✈tt✈r✈ng, 
t✈unt✈ng, s✈✈rch✈ng, ✈xc✈t✈ng h✈s h✈✈rt. 
✈n th✈ h✈ll th✈ ch✈ldr✈n wh✈ h✈d st✈y✈d l✈t✈st w✈r✈ putt✈ng 

✈n th✈✈r th✈ngs: th✈ p✈rty w✈s ✈v✈r. Sh✈ h✈d thr✈wn ✈ sh✈wl 
✈b✈ut h✈r ✈nd, ✈s th✈y w✈nt t✈g✈th✈r t✈w✈rds th✈ tr✈m, spr✈ys 
✈f h✈r fr✈sh w✈rm br✈✈th fl✈w g✈✈ly ✈b✈v✈ h✈r c✈wl✈d h✈✈d 
✈nd h✈r sh✈✈s t✈pp✈d bl✈th✈ly ✈n th✈ gl✈ssy r✈✈d. 
✈t w✈s th✈ l✈st tr✈m. Th✈ l✈nk br✈wn h✈rs✈s kn✈w ✈t ✈nd sh✈✈k 

th✈✈r b✈lls t✈ th✈ cl✈✈r n✈ght ✈n ✈dm✈n✈t✈✈n. Th✈ c✈nduct✈r 
t✈lk✈d w✈th th✈ dr✈v✈r, b✈th n✈dd✈ng ✈ft✈n ✈n th✈ gr✈✈n l✈ght 
✈f th✈ l✈mp. ✈n th✈ ✈mpty s✈✈ts ✈f th✈ tr✈m w✈r✈ sc✈tt✈r✈d ✈ 
f✈w c✈l✈ur✈d t✈ck✈ts. N✈ s✈und ✈f f✈✈tst✈ps c✈m✈ up ✈r d✈wn 
th✈ r✈✈d. N✈ s✈und br✈k✈ th✈ p✈✈c✈ ✈f th✈ n✈ght s✈v✈ wh✈n 
th✈ l✈nk br✈wn h✈rs✈s rubb✈d th✈✈r n✈s✈s t✈g✈th✈r ✈nd sh✈✈k 
th✈✈r b✈lls. 

Th✈y s✈✈m✈d t✈ l✈st✈n, h✈ ✈n th✈ upp✈r st✈p ✈nd sh✈ ✈n th✈ 
l✈w✈r. Sh✈ c✈m✈ up t✈ h✈s st✈p m✈ny t✈m✈s ✈nd w✈nt d✈wn t✈ 
h✈rs ✈g✈✈n b✈tw✈✈n th✈✈r phr✈s✈s ✈nd ✈nc✈ ✈r tw✈c✈ st✈✈d 
cl✈s✈ b✈s✈d✈ h✈m f✈r s✈m✈ m✈m✈nts ✈n th✈ upp✈r st✈p, 
f✈rg✈tt✈ng t✈ g✈ d✈wn, ✈nd th✈n w✈nt d✈wn. H✈s h✈✈rt d✈nc✈d 
up✈n h✈r m✈v✈m✈nts l✈k✈ ✈ c✈rk up✈n ✈ t✈d✈. H✈ h✈✈rd wh✈t 
h✈r ✈y✈s s✈✈d t✈ h✈m fr✈m b✈n✈✈th th✈✈r c✈wl ✈nd kn✈w th✈t 
✈n s✈m✈ d✈m p✈st, wh✈th✈r ✈n l✈f✈ ✈r r✈v✈r✈✈, h✈ h✈d h✈✈rd 
th✈✈r t✈l✈ b✈f✈r✈. H✈ s✈w h✈r urg✈ h✈r v✈n✈t✈✈s, h✈r f✈n✈ 
dr✈ss ✈nd s✈sh ✈nd l✈ng bl✈ck st✈ck✈ngs, ✈nd kn✈w th✈t h✈ h✈d 
y✈✈ld✈d t✈ th✈m ✈ th✈us✈nd t✈m✈s. Y✈t ✈ v✈✈c✈ w✈th✈n h✈m 
sp✈k✈ ✈b✈v✈ th✈ n✈✈s✈ ✈f h✈s d✈nc✈ng h✈✈rt, ✈sk✈ng h✈m 
w✈uld h✈ t✈k✈ h✈r g✈ft t✈ wh✈ch h✈ h✈d ✈nly t✈ str✈tch ✈ut h✈s 
h✈nd. ✈nd h✈ r✈m✈mb✈r✈d th✈ d✈y wh✈n h✈ ✈nd ✈✈l✈✈n h✈d 



st✈✈d l✈✈k✈ng ✈nt✈ th✈ h✈t✈l gr✈unds, w✈tch✈ng th✈ w✈✈t✈rs 
runn✈ng up ✈ tr✈✈l ✈f bunt✈ng ✈n th✈ fl✈gst✈ff ✈nd th✈ f✈x 
t✈rr✈✈r sc✈mp✈r✈ng t✈ ✈nd fr✈ ✈n th✈ sunny l✈wn, ✈nd h✈w, ✈ll 
✈f ✈ sudd✈n, sh✈ h✈d br✈k✈n ✈ut ✈nt✈ ✈ p✈✈l ✈f l✈ught✈r ✈nd 
h✈d run d✈wn th✈ sl✈p✈ng curv✈ ✈f th✈ p✈th. N✈w, ✈s th✈n, h✈ 
st✈✈d l✈stl✈ssly ✈n h✈s pl✈c✈, s✈✈m✈ngly ✈ tr✈nqu✈l w✈tch✈r ✈f 
th✈ sc✈n✈ b✈f✈r✈ h✈m. 

—Sh✈ t✈✈ w✈nts m✈ t✈ c✈tch h✈ld ✈f h✈r, h✈ th✈ught. Th✈t’s why 
sh✈ c✈m✈ w✈th m✈ t✈ th✈ tr✈m. ✈ c✈uld ✈✈s✈ly c✈tch h✈ld ✈f h✈r 
wh✈n sh✈ c✈m✈s up t✈ my st✈p: n✈b✈dy ✈s l✈✈k✈ng. ✈ c✈uld h✈ld 
h✈r ✈nd k✈ss h✈r. 

But h✈ d✈d n✈✈th✈r: ✈nd, wh✈n h✈ w✈s s✈tt✈ng ✈l✈n✈ ✈n th✈ 
d✈s✈rt✈d tr✈m, h✈ t✈r✈ h✈s t✈ck✈t ✈nt✈ shr✈ds ✈nd st✈r✈d 
gl✈✈m✈ly ✈t th✈ c✈rrug✈t✈d f✈✈tb✈✈rd. 

Th✈ n✈xt d✈y h✈ s✈t ✈t h✈s t✈bl✈ ✈n th✈ b✈r✈ upp✈r r✈✈m f✈r 
m✈ny h✈urs. B✈f✈r✈ h✈m l✈y ✈ n✈w p✈n, ✈ n✈w b✈ttl✈ ✈f ✈nk 
✈nd ✈ n✈w ✈m✈r✈ld ✈x✈rc✈s✈. Fr✈m f✈rc✈ ✈f h✈b✈t h✈ h✈d 
wr✈tt✈n ✈t th✈ t✈p ✈f th✈ f✈rst p✈g✈ th✈ ✈n✈t✈✈l l✈tt✈rs ✈f th✈ 
j✈su✈t m✈tt✈: ✈.M.D.G. ✈n th✈ f✈rst l✈n✈ ✈f th✈ p✈g✈ ✈pp✈✈r✈d 
th✈ t✈tl✈ ✈f th✈ v✈rs✈s h✈ w✈s try✈ng t✈ wr✈t✈: T✈ ✈—— C——. 
H✈ kn✈w ✈t w✈s r✈ght t✈ b✈g✈n s✈ f✈r h✈ h✈d s✈✈n s✈m✈l✈r 
t✈tl✈s ✈n th✈ c✈ll✈ct✈d p✈✈ms ✈f L✈rd Byr✈n. Wh✈n h✈ h✈d 
wr✈tt✈n th✈s t✈tl✈ ✈nd dr✈wn ✈n ✈rn✈m✈nt✈l l✈n✈ und✈rn✈✈th 
h✈ f✈ll ✈nt✈ ✈ d✈ydr✈✈m ✈nd b✈g✈n t✈ dr✈w d✈✈gr✈ms ✈n th✈ 
c✈v✈r ✈f th✈ b✈✈k. H✈ s✈w h✈ms✈lf s✈tt✈ng ✈t h✈s t✈bl✈ ✈n 
Br✈y th✈ m✈rn✈ng ✈ft✈r th✈ d✈scuss✈✈n ✈t th✈ Chr✈stm✈s 
d✈nn✈r t✈bl✈, try✈ng t✈ wr✈t✈ ✈ p✈✈m ✈b✈ut P✈rn✈ll ✈n th✈ 
b✈ck ✈f ✈n✈ ✈f h✈s f✈th✈r’s s✈c✈nd m✈✈✈ty n✈t✈c✈s. But h✈s 
br✈✈n h✈d th✈n r✈fus✈d t✈ gr✈ppl✈ w✈th th✈ th✈m✈ ✈nd, 
d✈s✈st✈ng, h✈ h✈d c✈v✈r✈d th✈ p✈g✈ w✈th th✈ n✈m✈s ✈nd 
✈ddr✈ss✈s ✈f c✈rt✈✈n ✈f h✈s cl✈ssm✈t✈s: 

R✈d✈r✈ck K✈ckh✈m 
J✈hn L✈wt✈n 
✈nth✈ny M✈cSw✈n✈y 
S✈m✈n M✈✈n✈n 

N✈w ✈t s✈✈m✈d ✈s ✈f h✈ w✈uld f✈✈l ✈g✈✈n but, by d✈nt ✈f 
br✈✈d✈ng ✈n th✈ ✈nc✈d✈nt, h✈ th✈ught h✈ms✈lf ✈nt✈ 



c✈nf✈d✈nc✈. Dur✈ng th✈s pr✈c✈ss ✈ll th✈s✈ ✈l✈m✈nts wh✈ch h✈ 
d✈✈m✈d c✈mm✈n ✈nd ✈ns✈gn✈f✈c✈nt f✈ll ✈ut ✈f th✈ sc✈n✈. 
Th✈r✈ r✈m✈✈n✈d n✈ tr✈c✈ ✈f th✈ tr✈m ✈ts✈lf n✈r ✈f th✈ 
tr✈mm✈n n✈r ✈f th✈ h✈rs✈s: n✈r d✈d h✈ ✈nd sh✈ ✈pp✈✈r 
v✈v✈dly. Th✈ v✈rs✈s t✈ld ✈nly ✈f th✈ n✈ght ✈nd th✈ b✈lmy 
br✈✈z✈ ✈nd th✈ m✈✈d✈n lustr✈ ✈f th✈ m✈✈n. S✈m✈ und✈f✈n✈d 
s✈rr✈w w✈s h✈dd✈n ✈n th✈ h✈✈rts ✈f th✈ pr✈t✈g✈n✈sts ✈s th✈y 
st✈✈d ✈n s✈l✈nc✈ b✈n✈✈th th✈ l✈✈fl✈ss tr✈✈s ✈nd wh✈n th✈ 
m✈m✈nt ✈f f✈r✈w✈ll h✈d c✈m✈ th✈ k✈ss, wh✈ch h✈d b✈✈n 
w✈thh✈ld by ✈n✈, w✈s g✈v✈n by b✈th. ✈ft✈r th✈s th✈ l✈tt✈rs L. D. 
S. w✈r✈ wr✈tt✈n ✈t th✈ f✈✈t ✈f th✈ p✈g✈, ✈nd, h✈v✈ng h✈dd✈n 
th✈ b✈✈k, h✈ w✈nt ✈nt✈ h✈s m✈th✈r’s b✈dr✈✈m ✈nd g✈z✈d ✈t 
h✈s f✈c✈ f✈r ✈ l✈ng t✈m✈ ✈n th✈ m✈rr✈r ✈f h✈r dr✈ss✈ngt✈bl✈. 

But h✈s l✈ng sp✈ll ✈f l✈✈sur✈ ✈nd l✈b✈rty w✈s dr✈w✈ng t✈ ✈ts 
✈nd. ✈n✈ ✈v✈n✈ng h✈s f✈th✈r c✈m✈ h✈m✈ full ✈f n✈ws wh✈ch 
k✈pt h✈s t✈ngu✈ busy ✈ll thr✈ugh d✈nn✈r. St✈ph✈n h✈d b✈✈n 
✈w✈✈t✈ng h✈s f✈th✈r’s r✈turn f✈r th✈r✈ h✈d b✈✈n mutt✈n h✈sh 
th✈t d✈y ✈nd h✈ kn✈w th✈t h✈s f✈th✈r w✈uld m✈k✈ h✈m d✈p h✈s 
br✈✈d ✈n th✈ gr✈vy. But h✈ d✈d n✈t r✈l✈sh th✈ h✈sh f✈r th✈ 
m✈nt✈✈n ✈f Cl✈ng✈w✈s h✈d c✈✈t✈d h✈s p✈l✈t✈ w✈th ✈ scum ✈f 
d✈sgust. 

—✈ w✈lk✈d b✈ng ✈nt✈ h✈m, s✈✈d Mr D✈d✈lus f✈r th✈ f✈urth 
t✈m✈, just ✈t th✈ c✈rn✈r ✈f th✈ squ✈r✈. 

—Th✈n ✈ supp✈s✈, s✈✈d Mrs D✈d✈lus, h✈ w✈ll b✈ ✈bl✈ t✈ 
✈rr✈ng✈ ✈t. ✈ m✈✈n ✈b✈ut B✈lv✈d✈r✈. 

—✈f c✈urs✈ h✈ w✈ll, s✈✈d Mr D✈d✈lus. D✈n’t ✈ t✈ll y✈u h✈’s 
pr✈v✈nc✈✈l ✈f th✈ ✈rd✈r n✈w? 

—✈ n✈v✈r l✈k✈d th✈ ✈d✈✈ ✈f s✈nd✈ng h✈m t✈ th✈ chr✈st✈✈n 
br✈th✈rs mys✈lf, s✈✈d Mrs D✈d✈lus. 

—Chr✈st✈✈n br✈th✈rs b✈ d✈mn✈d! s✈✈d Mr D✈d✈lus. ✈s ✈t w✈th 
P✈ddy St✈nk ✈nd M✈cky Mud? N✈, l✈t h✈m st✈ck t✈ th✈ j✈su✈ts ✈n 
G✈d’s n✈m✈ s✈nc✈ h✈ b✈g✈n w✈th th✈m. Th✈y’ll b✈ ✈f s✈rv✈c✈ 
t✈ h✈m ✈n ✈ft✈r y✈✈rs. Th✈s✈ ✈r✈ th✈ f✈ll✈ws th✈t c✈n g✈t y✈u 
✈ p✈s✈t✈✈n. 

—✈nd th✈y’r✈ ✈ v✈ry r✈ch ✈rd✈r, ✈r✈n’t th✈y, S✈m✈n? 
—R✈th✈r. Th✈y l✈v✈ w✈ll, ✈ t✈ll y✈u. Y✈u s✈w th✈✈r t✈bl✈ ✈t 

Cl✈ng✈w✈s. F✈d up, by G✈d, l✈k✈ g✈m✈c✈cks. 



Mr D✈d✈lus push✈d h✈s pl✈t✈ ✈v✈r t✈ St✈ph✈n ✈nd b✈d✈ h✈m 
f✈n✈sh wh✈t w✈s ✈n ✈t. 

—N✈w th✈n, St✈ph✈n, h✈ s✈✈d, y✈u must put y✈ur sh✈uld✈r t✈ th✈ 
wh✈✈l, ✈ld ch✈p. Y✈u’v✈ h✈d ✈ f✈n✈ l✈ng h✈l✈d✈y. 

—✈, ✈’m sur✈ h✈’ll w✈rk v✈ry h✈rd n✈w, s✈✈d Mrs D✈d✈lus, 
✈sp✈c✈✈lly wh✈n h✈ h✈s M✈ur✈c✈ w✈th h✈m. 

—✈, H✈ly P✈ul, ✈ f✈rg✈t ✈b✈ut M✈ur✈c✈, s✈✈d Mr D✈d✈lus. 
H✈r✈, M✈ur✈c✈! C✈m✈ h✈r✈, y✈u th✈ck-h✈✈d✈d ruff✈✈n! D✈ 
y✈u kn✈w ✈’m g✈✈ng t✈ s✈nd y✈u t✈ ✈ c✈ll✈g✈ wh✈r✈ th✈y’ll 
t✈✈ch y✈u t✈ sp✈ll c.✈.t. c✈t. ✈nd ✈’ll buy y✈u ✈ n✈c✈ l✈ttl✈ p✈nny 
h✈ndk✈rch✈✈f t✈ k✈✈p y✈ur n✈s✈ dry. W✈n’t th✈t b✈ gr✈nd fun? 

M✈ur✈c✈ gr✈nn✈d ✈t h✈s f✈th✈r ✈nd th✈n ✈t h✈s br✈th✈r. 
Mr D✈d✈lus scr✈w✈d h✈s gl✈ss ✈nt✈ h✈s ✈y✈ ✈nd st✈r✈d h✈rd 

✈t b✈th h✈s s✈ns. St✈ph✈n mumbl✈d h✈s br✈✈d w✈th✈ut 
✈nsw✈r✈ng h✈s f✈th✈r’s g✈z✈. 

—By th✈ by✈, s✈✈d Mr D✈d✈lus ✈t l✈ngth, th✈ r✈ct✈r, ✈r 
pr✈v✈nc✈✈l r✈th✈r, w✈s t✈ll✈ng m✈ th✈t st✈ry ✈b✈ut y✈u ✈nd 
F✈th✈r D✈l✈n. Y✈u’r✈ ✈n ✈mpud✈nt th✈✈f, h✈ s✈✈d. 

—✈, h✈ d✈dn’t, S✈m✈n! 
—N✈t h✈! s✈✈d Mr D✈d✈lus. But h✈ g✈v✈ m✈ ✈ gr✈✈t ✈cc✈unt 

✈f th✈ wh✈l✈ ✈ff✈✈r. W✈ w✈r✈ ch✈tt✈ng, y✈u kn✈w, ✈nd ✈n✈ 
w✈rd b✈rr✈w✈d ✈n✈th✈r. ✈nd, by th✈ w✈y, wh✈ d✈ y✈u th✈nk h✈ 
t✈ld m✈ w✈ll g✈t th✈t j✈b ✈n th✈ c✈rp✈r✈t✈✈n? But ✈’ll t✈ll y✈u 
th✈t ✈ft✈r. W✈ll, ✈s ✈ w✈s s✈y✈ng, w✈ w✈r✈ ch✈tt✈ng ✈w✈y 
qu✈t✈ fr✈✈ndly ✈nd h✈ ✈sk✈d m✈ d✈d ✈ur fr✈✈nd h✈r✈ w✈✈r 
gl✈ss✈s st✈ll, ✈nd th✈n h✈ t✈ld m✈ th✈ wh✈l✈ st✈ry. 

—✈nd w✈s h✈ ✈nn✈y✈d, S✈m✈n? 
—✈nn✈y✈d? N✈t h✈! M✈nly l✈ttl✈ ch✈p! h✈ s✈✈d. 
Mr D✈d✈lus ✈m✈t✈t✈d th✈ m✈nc✈ng n✈s✈l t✈n✈ ✈f th✈ 

pr✈v✈nc✈✈l. 
F✈th✈r D✈l✈n ✈nd ✈, wh✈n ✈ t✈ld th✈m ✈ll ✈t d✈nn✈r ✈b✈ut ✈t, 

F✈th✈r D✈l✈n ✈nd ✈ h✈d ✈ gr✈✈t l✈ugh ✈v✈r ✈t. Y✈u b✈tt✈r 
m✈nd y✈urs✈lf, F✈th✈r D✈l✈n, s✈✈d ✈, ✈r y✈ung D✈d✈lus w✈ll 
s✈nd y✈u up f✈r tw✈c✈ n✈n✈. W✈ h✈d ✈ f✈m✈us l✈ugh t✈g✈th✈r 
✈v✈r ✈t. H✈! H✈! H✈! 



Mr D✈d✈lus turn✈d t✈ h✈s w✈f✈ ✈nd ✈nt✈rj✈ct✈d ✈n h✈s n✈tur✈l 
v✈✈c✈: 

—Sh✈ws y✈u th✈ sp✈r✈t ✈n wh✈ch th✈y t✈k✈ th✈ b✈ys th✈r✈. ✈, 
✈ j✈su✈t f✈r y✈ur l✈f✈, f✈r d✈pl✈m✈cy! 

H✈ r✈✈ssum✈d th✈ pr✈v✈nc✈✈l’s v✈✈c✈ ✈nd r✈p✈✈t✈d: 
—✈ t✈ld th✈m ✈ll ✈t d✈nn✈r ✈b✈ut ✈t ✈nd F✈th✈r D✈l✈n ✈nd ✈ 

✈nd ✈ll ✈f us w✈ h✈d ✈ h✈✈rty l✈ugh t✈g✈th✈r ✈v✈r ✈t. H✈! H✈! 
H✈! 

 

Th✈ n✈ght ✈f th✈ Wh✈tsunt✈d✈ pl✈y h✈d c✈m✈ ✈nd St✈ph✈n 
fr✈m th✈ w✈nd✈w ✈f th✈ dr✈ss✈ngr✈✈m l✈✈k✈d ✈ut ✈n th✈ sm✈ll 
gr✈sspl✈t ✈cr✈ss wh✈ch l✈n✈s ✈f Ch✈n✈s✈ l✈nt✈rns w✈r✈ 
str✈tch✈d. H✈ w✈tch✈d th✈ v✈s✈t✈rs c✈m✈ d✈wn th✈ st✈ps fr✈m 
th✈ h✈us✈ ✈nd p✈ss ✈nt✈ th✈ th✈✈tr✈. St✈w✈rds ✈n ✈v✈n✈ng 
dr✈ss, ✈ld B✈lv✈d✈r✈✈ns, l✈✈t✈r✈d ✈n gr✈ups ✈b✈ut th✈ 
✈ntr✈nc✈ t✈ th✈ th✈✈tr✈ ✈nd ush✈r✈d ✈n th✈ v✈s✈t✈rs w✈th 
c✈r✈m✈ny. Und✈r th✈ sudd✈n gl✈w ✈f ✈ l✈nt✈rn h✈ c✈uld 
r✈c✈gn✈s✈ th✈ sm✈l✈ng f✈c✈ ✈f ✈ pr✈✈st. 

Th✈ Bl✈ss✈d S✈cr✈m✈nt h✈d b✈✈n r✈m✈v✈d fr✈m th✈ 
t✈b✈rn✈cl✈ ✈nd th✈ f✈rst b✈nch✈s h✈d b✈✈n dr✈v✈n b✈ck s✈ ✈s 
t✈ l✈✈v✈ th✈ d✈✈s ✈f th✈ ✈lt✈r ✈nd th✈ sp✈c✈ b✈f✈r✈ ✈t fr✈✈. 
✈g✈✈nst th✈ w✈lls st✈✈d c✈mp✈n✈✈s ✈f b✈rb✈lls ✈nd ✈nd✈✈n 
clubs; th✈ dumbb✈lls w✈r✈ p✈l✈d ✈n ✈n✈ c✈rn✈r: ✈nd ✈n th✈ m✈dst 
✈f c✈untl✈ss h✈ll✈cks ✈f gymn✈s✈um sh✈✈s ✈nd sw✈✈t✈rs ✈nd 
s✈ngl✈ts ✈n unt✈dy br✈wn p✈rc✈ls th✈r✈ st✈✈d th✈ st✈ut 
l✈✈th✈rj✈ck✈t✈d v✈ult✈ng h✈rs✈ w✈✈t✈ng ✈ts turn t✈ b✈ 
c✈rr✈✈d up ✈n th✈ st✈g✈ ✈nd s✈t ✈n th✈ m✈ddl✈ ✈f th✈ w✈nn✈ng 
t✈✈m ✈t th✈ ✈nd ✈f th✈ gymn✈st✈c d✈spl✈y. 

St✈ph✈n, th✈ugh ✈n d✈f✈r✈nc✈ t✈ h✈s r✈put✈t✈✈n f✈r ✈ss✈y 
wr✈t✈ng h✈ h✈d b✈✈n ✈l✈ct✈d s✈cr✈t✈ry t✈ th✈ gymn✈s✈um, h✈d 
h✈d n✈ p✈rt ✈n th✈ f✈rst s✈ct✈✈n ✈f th✈ pr✈gr✈mm✈ but ✈n th✈ 
pl✈y wh✈ch f✈rm✈d th✈ s✈c✈nd s✈ct✈✈n h✈ h✈d th✈ ch✈✈f p✈rt, 
th✈t ✈f ✈ f✈rc✈c✈l p✈d✈g✈gu✈. H✈ h✈d b✈✈n c✈st f✈r ✈t ✈n 
✈cc✈unt ✈f h✈s st✈tur✈ ✈nd gr✈v✈ m✈nn✈rs f✈r h✈ w✈s n✈w ✈t 
th✈ ✈nd ✈f h✈s s✈c✈nd y✈✈r ✈t B✈lv✈d✈r✈ ✈nd ✈n numb✈r tw✈. 



✈ sc✈r✈ ✈f th✈ y✈ung✈r b✈ys ✈n wh✈t✈ kn✈ck✈rs ✈nd s✈ngl✈ts 
c✈m✈ p✈tt✈r✈ng d✈wn fr✈m th✈ st✈g✈, thr✈ugh th✈ v✈stry ✈nd 
✈nt✈ th✈ ch✈p✈l. Th✈ v✈stry ✈nd ch✈p✈l w✈r✈ p✈✈pl✈d w✈th 
✈✈g✈r m✈st✈rs ✈nd b✈ys. Th✈ plump b✈ld s✈rg✈✈nt m✈j✈r w✈s 
t✈st✈ng w✈th h✈s f✈✈t th✈ spr✈ngb✈✈rd ✈f th✈ v✈ult✈ng h✈rs✈. 
Th✈ l✈✈n y✈ung m✈n ✈n ✈ l✈ng ✈v✈rc✈✈t, wh✈ w✈s t✈ g✈v✈ ✈ 
sp✈c✈✈l d✈spl✈y ✈f ✈ntr✈c✈t✈ club sw✈ng✈ng, st✈✈d n✈✈r 
w✈tch✈ng w✈th ✈nt✈r✈st, h✈s s✈lv✈r-c✈✈t✈d clubs p✈✈p✈ng ✈ut 
✈f h✈s d✈✈p s✈d✈p✈ck✈ts. Th✈ h✈ll✈w r✈ttl✈ ✈f th✈ w✈✈d✈n 
dumbb✈lls w✈s h✈✈rd ✈s ✈n✈th✈r t✈✈m m✈d✈ r✈✈dy t✈ g✈ up ✈n 
th✈ st✈g✈: ✈nd ✈n ✈n✈th✈r m✈m✈nt th✈ ✈xc✈t✈d pr✈f✈ct w✈s 
hustl✈ng th✈ b✈ys thr✈ugh th✈ v✈stry l✈k✈ ✈ fl✈ck ✈f g✈✈s✈, 
fl✈pp✈ng th✈ w✈ngs ✈f h✈s s✈ut✈n✈ n✈rv✈usly ✈nd cry✈ng t✈ th✈ 
l✈gg✈rds t✈ m✈k✈ h✈st✈. ✈ l✈ttl✈ tr✈✈p ✈f N✈✈p✈l✈t✈n 
p✈✈s✈nts w✈r✈ pr✈ct✈s✈ng th✈✈r st✈ps ✈t th✈ ✈nd ✈f th✈ 
ch✈p✈l, s✈m✈ c✈rcl✈ng th✈✈r ✈rms ✈b✈v✈ th✈✈r h✈✈ds, s✈m✈ 
sw✈y✈ng th✈✈r b✈sk✈ts ✈f p✈p✈r v✈✈l✈ts ✈nd curts✈y✈ng. ✈n ✈ 
d✈rk c✈rn✈r ✈f th✈ ch✈p✈l ✈t th✈ g✈sp✈l s✈d✈ ✈f th✈ ✈lt✈r ✈ 
st✈ut ✈ld l✈dy kn✈lt ✈m✈d h✈r c✈p✈✈us bl✈ck sk✈rts. Wh✈n sh✈ 
st✈✈d up ✈ p✈nkdr✈ss✈d f✈gur✈, w✈✈r✈ng ✈ curly g✈ld✈n w✈g 
✈nd ✈n ✈ldf✈sh✈✈n✈d str✈w sunb✈nn✈t, w✈th bl✈ck p✈nc✈ll✈d 
✈y✈br✈ws ✈nd ch✈✈ks d✈l✈c✈t✈ly r✈ug✈d ✈nd p✈wd✈r✈d, w✈s 
d✈sc✈v✈r✈d. ✈ l✈w murmur ✈f cur✈✈s✈ty r✈n r✈und th✈ ch✈p✈l ✈t 
th✈ d✈sc✈v✈ry ✈f th✈s g✈rl✈sh f✈gur✈. ✈n✈ ✈f th✈ pr✈f✈cts, 
sm✈l✈ng ✈nd n✈dd✈ng h✈s h✈✈d, ✈ppr✈✈ch✈d th✈ d✈rk c✈rn✈r 
✈nd, h✈v✈ng b✈w✈d t✈ th✈ st✈ut ✈ld l✈dy, s✈✈d pl✈✈s✈ntly: 

—✈s th✈s ✈ b✈✈ut✈ful y✈ung l✈dy ✈r ✈ d✈ll th✈t y✈u h✈v✈ 
h✈r✈, Mrs T✈ll✈n? 

Th✈n, b✈nd✈ng d✈wn t✈ p✈✈r ✈t th✈ sm✈l✈ng p✈✈nt✈d f✈c✈ 
und✈r th✈ l✈✈f ✈f th✈ b✈nn✈t, h✈ ✈xcl✈✈m✈d: 

—N✈! Up✈n my w✈rd ✈ b✈l✈✈v✈ ✈t’s l✈ttl✈ B✈rt✈✈ T✈ll✈n 
✈ft✈r ✈ll! 

St✈ph✈n ✈t h✈s p✈st by th✈ w✈nd✈w h✈✈rd th✈ ✈ld l✈dy ✈nd th✈ 
pr✈✈st l✈ugh t✈g✈th✈r ✈nd h✈✈rd th✈ b✈ys’ murmurs ✈f 
✈dm✈r✈t✈✈n b✈h✈nd h✈m ✈s th✈y p✈ss✈d f✈rw✈rd t✈ s✈✈ th✈ 
l✈ttl✈ b✈y wh✈ h✈d t✈ d✈nc✈ th✈ sunb✈nn✈t d✈nc✈ by h✈ms✈lf. ✈ 
m✈v✈m✈nt ✈f ✈mp✈t✈✈nc✈ ✈sc✈p✈d h✈m. H✈ l✈t th✈ ✈dg✈ ✈f 



th✈ bl✈nd f✈ll ✈nd, st✈pp✈ng d✈wn fr✈m th✈ b✈nch ✈n wh✈ch h✈ 
h✈d b✈✈n st✈nd✈ng, w✈lk✈d ✈ut ✈f th✈ ch✈p✈l. 

H✈ p✈ss✈d ✈ut ✈f th✈ sch✈✈lh✈us✈ ✈nd h✈lt✈d und✈r th✈ sh✈d 
th✈t fl✈nk✈d th✈ g✈rd✈n. Fr✈m th✈ th✈✈tr✈ ✈pp✈s✈t✈ c✈m✈ th✈ 
muffl✈d n✈✈s✈ ✈f th✈ ✈ud✈✈nc✈ ✈nd sudd✈n br✈z✈n cl✈sh✈s ✈f 
th✈ s✈ld✈✈rs’ b✈nd. Th✈ l✈ght spr✈✈d upw✈rds fr✈m th✈ gl✈ss r✈✈f 
m✈k✈ng th✈ th✈✈tr✈ s✈✈m ✈ f✈st✈v✈ ✈rk, ✈nch✈r✈d ✈m✈ng 
th✈ hulks ✈f h✈us✈s, h✈r fr✈✈l c✈bl✈s ✈f l✈nt✈rns l✈✈p✈ng h✈r t✈ 
h✈r m✈✈r✈ngs. ✈ s✈d✈ d✈✈r ✈f th✈ th✈✈tr✈ ✈p✈n✈d sudd✈nly 
✈nd ✈ sh✈ft ✈f l✈ght fl✈w ✈cr✈ss th✈ gr✈sspl✈ts. ✈ sudd✈n burst ✈f 
mus✈c ✈ssu✈d fr✈m th✈ ✈rk, th✈ pr✈lud✈ ✈f ✈ w✈ltz: ✈nd wh✈n th✈ 
s✈d✈ d✈✈r cl✈s✈d ✈g✈✈n th✈ l✈st✈n✈r c✈uld h✈✈r th✈ f✈✈nt 
rhythm ✈f th✈ mus✈c. Th✈ s✈nt✈m✈nt ✈f th✈ ✈p✈n✈ng b✈rs, th✈✈r 
l✈ngu✈r ✈nd suppl✈ m✈v✈m✈nt, ✈v✈k✈d th✈ ✈nc✈mmun✈c✈bl✈ 
✈m✈t✈✈n wh✈ch h✈d b✈✈n th✈ c✈us✈ ✈f ✈ll h✈s d✈y’s unr✈st ✈nd 
✈f h✈s ✈mp✈t✈✈nt m✈v✈m✈nt ✈f ✈ m✈m✈nt b✈f✈r✈. H✈s unr✈st 
✈ssu✈d fr✈m h✈m l✈k✈ ✈ w✈v✈ ✈f s✈und: ✈nd ✈n th✈ t✈d✈ ✈f 
fl✈w✈ng mus✈c th✈ ✈rk w✈s j✈urn✈y✈ng, tr✈✈l✈ng h✈r c✈bl✈s ✈f 
l✈nt✈rns ✈n h✈r w✈k✈. Th✈n ✈ n✈✈s✈ l✈k✈ dw✈rf ✈rt✈ll✈ry 
br✈k✈ th✈ m✈v✈m✈nt. ✈t w✈s th✈ cl✈pp✈ng th✈t gr✈✈t✈d th✈ 
✈ntry ✈f th✈ dumbb✈ll t✈✈m ✈n th✈ st✈g✈. 
✈t th✈ f✈r ✈nd ✈f th✈ sh✈d n✈✈r th✈ str✈✈t ✈ sp✈ck ✈f p✈nk 

l✈ght sh✈w✈d ✈n th✈ d✈rkn✈ss ✈nd ✈s h✈ w✈lk✈d t✈w✈rds ✈t h✈ 
b✈c✈m✈ ✈w✈r✈ ✈f ✈ f✈✈nt ✈r✈m✈t✈c ✈d✈ur. Tw✈ b✈ys w✈r✈ 
st✈nd✈ng ✈n th✈ sh✈lt✈r ✈f ✈ d✈✈rw✈y, sm✈k✈ng, ✈nd b✈f✈r✈ 
h✈ r✈✈ch✈d th✈m h✈ h✈d r✈c✈gn✈s✈d H✈r✈n by h✈s v✈✈c✈. 

—H✈r✈ c✈m✈s th✈ n✈bl✈ D✈d✈lus! cr✈✈d ✈ h✈gh thr✈✈ty 
v✈✈c✈. W✈lc✈m✈ t✈ ✈ur trusty fr✈✈nd! 

Th✈s w✈lc✈m✈ ✈nd✈d ✈n ✈ s✈ft p✈✈l ✈f m✈rthl✈ss l✈ught✈r ✈s 
H✈r✈n s✈l✈✈m✈d ✈nd th✈n b✈g✈n t✈ p✈k✈ th✈ gr✈und w✈th h✈s 
c✈n✈. 

—H✈r✈ ✈ ✈m, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n, h✈lt✈ng ✈nd gl✈nc✈ng fr✈m 
H✈r✈n t✈ h✈s fr✈✈nd. 

Th✈ l✈tt✈r w✈s ✈ str✈ng✈r t✈ h✈m but ✈n th✈ d✈rkn✈ss, by th✈ 
✈✈d ✈f th✈ gl✈w✈ng c✈g✈r✈tt✈ t✈ps, h✈ c✈uld m✈k✈ ✈ut ✈ p✈l✈ 
d✈ndy✈sh f✈c✈ ✈v✈r wh✈ch ✈ sm✈l✈ w✈s tr✈v✈ll✈ng sl✈wly, ✈ 



t✈ll ✈v✈rc✈✈t✈d f✈gur✈ ✈nd ✈ h✈rd h✈t. H✈r✈n d✈d n✈t tr✈ubl✈ 
h✈ms✈lf ✈b✈ut ✈n ✈ntr✈duct✈✈n but s✈✈d ✈nst✈✈d: 

—✈ w✈s just t✈ll✈ng my fr✈✈nd W✈ll✈s wh✈t ✈ l✈rk ✈t w✈uld b✈ 
t✈n✈ght ✈f y✈u t✈✈k ✈ff th✈ r✈ct✈r ✈n th✈ p✈rt ✈f th✈ 
sch✈✈lm✈st✈r. ✈t w✈uld b✈ ✈ r✈pp✈ng g✈✈d j✈k✈. 

H✈r✈n m✈d✈ ✈ p✈✈r ✈tt✈mpt t✈ ✈m✈t✈t✈ f✈r h✈s fr✈✈nd 
W✈ll✈s th✈ r✈ct✈r’s p✈d✈nt✈c b✈ss ✈nd th✈n, l✈ugh✈ng ✈t h✈s 
f✈✈lur✈, ✈sk✈d St✈ph✈n t✈ d✈ ✈t. 

—G✈ ✈n, D✈d✈lus, h✈ urg✈d, y✈u c✈n t✈k✈ h✈m ✈ff 
r✈pp✈ngly. H✈ th✈t w✈ll n✈t h✈✈r th✈ church✈ l✈t h✈m b✈ t✈ 
th✈✈✈ ✈s th✈ h✈✈th✈n✈ ✈nd th✈ publ✈c✈n✈. 

Th✈ ✈m✈t✈t✈✈n w✈s pr✈v✈nt✈d by ✈ m✈ld ✈xpr✈ss✈✈n ✈f 
✈ng✈r fr✈m W✈ll✈s ✈n wh✈s✈ m✈uthp✈✈c✈ th✈ c✈g✈r✈tt✈ h✈d 
b✈c✈m✈ t✈✈ t✈ghtly w✈dg✈d. 

—D✈mn th✈s bl✈nk✈ty bl✈nk h✈ld✈r, h✈ s✈✈d, t✈k✈ng ✈t fr✈m 
h✈s m✈uth ✈nd sm✈l✈ng ✈nd fr✈wn✈ng up✈n ✈t t✈l✈r✈ntly. ✈t’s 
✈lw✈ys g✈tt✈ng stuck l✈k✈ th✈t. D✈ y✈u us✈ ✈ h✈ld✈r? 

—✈ d✈n’t sm✈k✈, ✈nsw✈r✈d St✈ph✈n. 
—N✈, s✈✈d H✈r✈n, D✈d✈lus ✈s ✈ m✈d✈l y✈uth. H✈ d✈✈sn’t 

sm✈k✈ ✈nd h✈ d✈✈sn’t g✈ t✈ b✈z✈✈rs ✈nd h✈ d✈✈sn’t fl✈rt ✈nd 
h✈ d✈✈sn’t d✈mn ✈nyth✈ng ✈r d✈mn ✈ll. 

St✈ph✈n sh✈✈k h✈s h✈✈d ✈nd sm✈l✈d ✈n h✈s r✈v✈l’s flush✈d 
✈nd m✈b✈l✈ f✈c✈, b✈✈k✈d l✈k✈ ✈ b✈rd’s. H✈ h✈d ✈ft✈n th✈ught 
✈t str✈ng✈ th✈t V✈nc✈nt H✈r✈n h✈d ✈ b✈rd’s f✈c✈ ✈s w✈ll ✈s ✈ 
b✈rd’s n✈m✈. ✈ sh✈ck ✈f p✈l✈ h✈✈r l✈y ✈n th✈ f✈r✈h✈✈d l✈k✈ 
✈ ruffl✈d cr✈st: th✈ f✈r✈h✈✈d w✈s n✈rr✈w ✈nd b✈ny ✈nd ✈ th✈n 
h✈✈k✈d n✈s✈ st✈✈d ✈ut b✈tw✈✈n th✈ cl✈s✈s✈t pr✈m✈n✈nt 
✈y✈s wh✈ch w✈r✈ l✈ght ✈nd ✈n✈xpr✈ss✈v✈. Th✈ r✈v✈ls w✈r✈ 
sch✈✈l fr✈✈nds. Th✈y s✈t t✈g✈th✈r ✈n cl✈ss, kn✈lt t✈g✈th✈r ✈n 
th✈ ch✈p✈l, t✈lk✈d t✈g✈th✈r ✈ft✈r b✈✈ds ✈v✈r th✈✈r lunch✈s. ✈s 
th✈ f✈ll✈ws ✈n numb✈r ✈n✈ w✈r✈ und✈st✈ngu✈sh✈d dull✈rds, 
St✈ph✈n ✈nd H✈r✈n h✈d b✈✈n dur✈ng th✈ y✈✈r th✈ v✈rtu✈l 
h✈✈ds ✈f th✈ sch✈✈l. ✈t w✈s th✈y wh✈ w✈nt up t✈ th✈ r✈ct✈r 
t✈g✈th✈r t✈ ✈sk f✈r ✈ fr✈✈ d✈y ✈r t✈ g✈t ✈ f✈ll✈w ✈ff. 

—✈ by th✈ w✈y, s✈✈d H✈r✈n sudd✈nly, ✈ s✈w y✈ur g✈v✈rn✈r 
g✈✈ng ✈n. 



Th✈ sm✈l✈ w✈n✈d ✈n St✈ph✈n’s f✈c✈. ✈ny ✈llus✈✈n m✈d✈ t✈ 
h✈s f✈th✈r by ✈ f✈ll✈w ✈r by ✈ m✈st✈r put h✈s c✈lm t✈ r✈ut ✈n ✈ 
m✈m✈nt. H✈ w✈✈t✈d ✈n t✈m✈r✈us s✈l✈nc✈ t✈ h✈✈r wh✈t 
H✈r✈n m✈ght s✈y n✈xt. H✈r✈n, h✈w✈v✈r, nudg✈d h✈m 
✈xpr✈ss✈v✈ly w✈th h✈s ✈lb✈w ✈nd s✈✈d: 

—Y✈u’r✈ ✈ sly d✈g. 
—Why s✈? s✈✈d St✈ph✈n. 
—Y✈u’d th✈nk butt✈r w✈uldn’t m✈lt ✈n y✈ur m✈uth, s✈✈d H✈r✈n. 

But ✈’m ✈fr✈✈d y✈u’r✈ ✈ sly d✈g. 
—M✈ght ✈ ✈sk y✈u wh✈t y✈u ✈r✈ t✈lk✈ng ✈b✈ut? s✈✈d 

St✈ph✈n urb✈n✈ly. 
—✈nd✈✈d y✈u m✈ght, ✈nsw✈r✈d H✈r✈n. W✈ s✈w h✈r, W✈ll✈s, 

d✈dn’t w✈? ✈nd d✈uc✈dly pr✈tty sh✈ ✈s t✈✈. ✈nd 
✈nqu✈s✈t✈v✈! ✈nd wh✈t p✈rt d✈✈s St✈ph✈n t✈k✈, Mr D✈d✈lus? 
✈nd w✈ll St✈ph✈n n✈t s✈ng, Mr D✈d✈lus? Y✈ur g✈v✈rn✈r w✈s 
st✈r✈ng ✈t h✈r thr✈ugh th✈t ✈y✈gl✈ss ✈f h✈s f✈r ✈ll h✈ w✈s w✈rth 
s✈ th✈t ✈ th✈nk th✈ ✈ld m✈n h✈s f✈und y✈u ✈ut t✈✈. ✈ w✈uldn’t 
c✈r✈ ✈ b✈t, by J✈v✈. Sh✈’s r✈pp✈ng, ✈sn’t sh✈, W✈ll✈s? 

—N✈t h✈lf b✈d, ✈nsw✈r✈d W✈ll✈s qu✈✈tly ✈s h✈ pl✈c✈d h✈s 
h✈ld✈r ✈nc✈ m✈r✈ ✈n ✈ c✈rn✈r ✈f h✈s m✈uth. 
✈ sh✈ft ✈f m✈m✈nt✈ry ✈ng✈r fl✈w thr✈ugh St✈ph✈n’s m✈nd ✈t 

th✈s✈ ✈nd✈l✈c✈t✈ ✈llus✈✈ns ✈n th✈ h✈✈r✈ng ✈f ✈ str✈ng✈r. 
F✈r h✈m th✈r✈ w✈s n✈th✈ng ✈mus✈ng ✈n ✈ g✈rl’s ✈nt✈r✈st ✈nd 
r✈g✈rd. ✈ll d✈y h✈ h✈d th✈ught ✈f n✈th✈ng but th✈✈r 
l✈✈v✈t✈k✈ng ✈n th✈ st✈ps ✈f th✈ tr✈m ✈t H✈r✈ld’s Cr✈ss, th✈ 
str✈✈m ✈f m✈✈dy ✈m✈t✈✈ns ✈t h✈d m✈d✈ t✈ c✈urs✈ thr✈ugh 
h✈m ✈nd th✈ p✈✈m h✈ h✈d wr✈tt✈n ✈b✈ut ✈t. ✈ll d✈y h✈ h✈d 
✈m✈g✈n✈d ✈ n✈w m✈✈t✈ng w✈th h✈r f✈r h✈ kn✈w th✈t sh✈ w✈s 
t✈ c✈m✈ t✈ th✈ pl✈y. Th✈ ✈ld r✈stl✈ss m✈✈d✈n✈ss h✈d ✈g✈✈n 
f✈ll✈d h✈s br✈✈st ✈s ✈t h✈d d✈n✈ ✈n th✈ n✈ght ✈f th✈ p✈rty, but 
h✈d n✈t f✈und ✈n ✈utl✈t ✈n v✈rs✈. Th✈ gr✈wth ✈nd kn✈wl✈dg✈ ✈f 
tw✈ y✈✈rs ✈f b✈yh✈✈d st✈✈d b✈tw✈✈n th✈n ✈nd n✈w, 
f✈rb✈dd✈ng such ✈n ✈utl✈t: ✈nd ✈ll d✈y th✈ str✈✈m ✈f gl✈✈my 
t✈nd✈rn✈ss w✈th✈n h✈m h✈d st✈rt✈d f✈rth ✈nd r✈turn✈d up✈n 
✈ts✈lf ✈n d✈rk c✈urs✈s ✈nd ✈dd✈✈s, w✈✈ry✈ng h✈m ✈n th✈ ✈nd 
unt✈l th✈ pl✈✈s✈ntry ✈f th✈ pr✈f✈ct ✈nd th✈ p✈✈nt✈d l✈ttl✈ b✈y 
h✈d dr✈wn fr✈m h✈m ✈ m✈v✈m✈nt ✈f ✈mp✈t✈✈nc✈. 



—S✈ y✈u m✈y ✈s w✈ll ✈dm✈t, H✈r✈n w✈nt ✈n, th✈t w✈’v✈ 
f✈✈rly f✈und y✈u ✈ut th✈s t✈m✈. Y✈u c✈n’t pl✈y th✈ s✈✈nt ✈n m✈ 
✈ny m✈r✈, th✈t’s ✈n✈ sur✈ f✈v✈. 
✈ s✈ft p✈✈l ✈f m✈rthl✈ss l✈ught✈r ✈sc✈p✈d fr✈m h✈s l✈ps ✈nd, 

b✈nd✈ng d✈wn ✈s b✈f✈r✈, h✈ struck St✈ph✈n l✈ghtly ✈cr✈ss th✈ 
c✈lf ✈f th✈ l✈g w✈th h✈s c✈n✈, ✈s ✈f ✈n j✈st✈ng r✈pr✈✈f. 

St✈ph✈n’s m✈m✈nt ✈f ✈ng✈r h✈d ✈lr✈✈dy p✈ss✈d. H✈ w✈s 
n✈✈th✈r fl✈tt✈r✈d n✈r c✈nfus✈d but s✈mply w✈sh✈d th✈ b✈nt✈r t✈ 
✈nd. H✈ sc✈rc✈ly r✈s✈nt✈d wh✈t h✈d s✈✈m✈d t✈ h✈m ✈ s✈lly 
✈nd✈l✈c✈t✈n✈ss f✈r h✈ kn✈w th✈t th✈ ✈dv✈ntur✈ ✈n h✈s m✈nd 
st✈✈d ✈n n✈ d✈ng✈r fr✈m th✈s✈ w✈rds: ✈nd h✈s f✈c✈ m✈rr✈r✈d 
h✈s r✈v✈l’s f✈ls✈ sm✈l✈. 

—✈dm✈t! r✈p✈✈t✈d H✈r✈n, str✈k✈ng h✈m ✈g✈✈n w✈th h✈s 
c✈n✈ ✈cr✈ss th✈ c✈lf ✈f th✈ l✈g. 

Th✈ str✈k✈ w✈s pl✈yful but n✈t s✈ l✈ghtly g✈v✈n ✈s th✈ f✈rst ✈n✈ 
h✈d b✈✈n. St✈ph✈n f✈lt th✈ sk✈n t✈ngl✈ ✈nd gl✈w sl✈ghtly ✈nd 
✈lm✈st p✈✈nl✈ssly; ✈nd, b✈w✈ng subm✈ss✈v✈ly, ✈s ✈f t✈ m✈✈t 
h✈s c✈mp✈n✈✈n’s j✈st✈ng m✈✈d, b✈g✈n t✈ r✈c✈t✈ 
th✈ C✈nf✈t✈✈r. Th✈ ✈p✈s✈d✈ ✈nd✈d w✈ll, f✈r b✈th H✈r✈n ✈nd 
W✈ll✈s l✈ugh✈d ✈ndulg✈ntly ✈t th✈ ✈rr✈v✈r✈nc✈. 

Th✈ c✈nf✈ss✈✈n c✈m✈ ✈nly fr✈m St✈ph✈n’s l✈ps ✈nd, wh✈l✈ 
th✈y sp✈k✈ th✈ w✈rds, ✈ sudd✈n m✈m✈ry h✈d c✈rr✈✈d h✈m t✈ 
✈n✈th✈r sc✈n✈ c✈ll✈d up, ✈s ✈f by m✈g✈c, ✈t th✈ m✈m✈nt wh✈n 
h✈ h✈d n✈t✈d th✈ f✈✈nt cru✈l d✈mpl✈s ✈t th✈ c✈rn✈rs ✈f H✈r✈n’s 
sm✈l✈ng l✈ps ✈nd h✈d f✈lt th✈ f✈m✈l✈✈r str✈k✈ ✈f th✈ c✈n✈ 
✈g✈✈nst h✈s c✈lf ✈nd h✈d h✈✈rd th✈ f✈m✈l✈✈r w✈rd ✈f 
✈dm✈n✈t✈✈n: 

—✈dm✈t. 
✈t w✈s t✈w✈rds th✈ cl✈s✈ ✈f h✈s f✈rst t✈rm ✈n th✈ c✈ll✈g✈ 

wh✈n h✈ w✈s ✈n numb✈r s✈x. H✈s s✈ns✈t✈v✈ n✈tur✈ w✈s st✈ll 
sm✈rt✈ng und✈r th✈ l✈sh✈s ✈f ✈n und✈v✈n✈d ✈nd squ✈l✈d w✈y ✈f 
l✈f✈. H✈s s✈ul w✈s st✈ll d✈squ✈✈t✈d ✈nd c✈st d✈wn by th✈ dull 
ph✈n✈m✈n✈n ✈f Dubl✈n. H✈ h✈d ✈m✈rg✈d fr✈m ✈ tw✈ y✈✈rs’ 
sp✈ll ✈f r✈v✈r✈✈ t✈ f✈nd h✈ms✈lf ✈n th✈ m✈dst ✈f ✈ n✈w sc✈n✈, 
✈v✈ry ✈v✈nt ✈nd f✈gur✈ ✈f wh✈ch ✈ff✈ct✈d h✈m ✈nt✈m✈t✈ly, 
d✈sh✈✈rt✈n✈d h✈m ✈r ✈llur✈d ✈nd, wh✈th✈r ✈llur✈ng ✈r 
d✈sh✈✈rt✈n✈ng, f✈ll✈d h✈m ✈lw✈ys w✈th unr✈st ✈nd b✈tt✈r 



th✈ughts. ✈ll th✈ l✈✈sur✈ wh✈ch h✈s sch✈✈l l✈f✈ l✈ft h✈m w✈s 
p✈ss✈d ✈n th✈ c✈mp✈ny ✈f subv✈rs✈v✈ wr✈t✈rs wh✈s✈ g✈b✈s 
✈nd v✈✈l✈nc✈ ✈f sp✈✈ch s✈t up ✈ f✈rm✈nt ✈n h✈s br✈✈n 
b✈f✈r✈ th✈y p✈ss✈d ✈ut ✈f ✈t ✈nt✈ h✈s crud✈ wr✈t✈ngs. 

Th✈ ✈ss✈y w✈s f✈r h✈m th✈ ch✈✈f l✈b✈ur ✈f h✈s w✈✈k ✈nd 
✈v✈ry Tu✈sd✈y, ✈s h✈ m✈rch✈d fr✈m h✈m✈ t✈ th✈ sch✈✈l, h✈ 
r✈✈d h✈s f✈t✈ ✈n th✈ ✈nc✈d✈nts ✈f th✈ w✈y, p✈tt✈ng h✈ms✈lf 
✈g✈✈nst s✈m✈ f✈gur✈ ✈h✈✈d ✈f h✈m ✈nd qu✈ck✈n✈ng h✈s 
p✈c✈ t✈ ✈utstr✈p ✈t b✈f✈r✈ ✈ c✈rt✈✈n g✈✈l w✈s r✈✈ch✈d ✈r 
pl✈nt✈ng h✈s st✈ps scrupul✈usly ✈n th✈ sp✈c✈s ✈f th✈ p✈tchw✈rk ✈f 
th✈ p✈thw✈y ✈nd t✈ll✈ng h✈ms✈lf th✈t h✈ w✈uld b✈ f✈rst ✈nd n✈t 
f✈rst ✈n th✈ w✈✈kly ✈ss✈y. 
✈n ✈ c✈rt✈✈n Tu✈sd✈y th✈ c✈urs✈ ✈f h✈s tr✈umphs w✈s rud✈ly 

br✈k✈n. Mr T✈t✈, th✈ ✈ngl✈sh m✈st✈r, p✈✈nt✈d h✈s f✈ng✈r ✈t 
h✈m ✈nd s✈✈d bluntly: 

—Th✈s f✈ll✈w h✈s h✈r✈sy ✈n h✈s ✈ss✈y. 
✈ hush f✈ll ✈n th✈ cl✈ss. Mr T✈t✈ d✈d n✈t br✈✈k ✈t but dug w✈th 

h✈s h✈nd b✈tw✈✈n h✈s th✈ghs wh✈l✈ h✈s h✈✈v✈ly st✈rch✈d 
l✈n✈n cr✈✈k✈d ✈b✈ut h✈s n✈ck ✈nd wr✈sts. St✈ph✈n d✈d n✈t 
l✈✈k up. ✈t w✈s ✈ r✈w spr✈ng m✈rn✈ng ✈nd h✈s ✈y✈s w✈r✈ st✈ll 
sm✈rt✈ng ✈nd w✈✈k. H✈ w✈s c✈nsc✈✈us ✈f f✈✈lur✈ ✈nd ✈f 
d✈t✈ct✈✈n, ✈f th✈ squ✈l✈r ✈f h✈s ✈wn m✈nd ✈nd h✈m✈, ✈nd f✈lt 
✈g✈✈nst h✈s n✈ck th✈ r✈w ✈dg✈ ✈f h✈s turn✈d ✈nd j✈gg✈d c✈ll✈r. 
✈ sh✈rt l✈ud l✈ugh fr✈m Mr T✈t✈ s✈t th✈ cl✈ss m✈r✈ ✈t ✈✈s✈. 
—P✈rh✈ps y✈u d✈dn’t kn✈w th✈t, h✈ s✈✈d. 
—Wh✈r✈? ✈sk✈d St✈ph✈n. 
Mr T✈t✈ w✈thdr✈w h✈s d✈lv✈ng h✈nd ✈nd spr✈✈d ✈ut th✈ ✈ss✈y. 
—H✈r✈. ✈t’s ✈b✈ut th✈ Cr✈✈t✈r ✈nd th✈ s✈ul. Rrm... rrm... rrm... 

✈h! w✈th✈ut ✈ p✈ss✈b✈l✈ty ✈f ✈v✈r ✈ppr✈✈ch✈ng 
n✈✈r✈r. Th✈t’s h✈r✈sy. 

St✈ph✈n murmur✈d: 
—✈ m✈✈nt w✈th✈ut ✈ p✈ss✈b✈l✈ty ✈f ✈v✈r r✈✈ch✈ng. 
✈t w✈s ✈ subm✈ss✈✈n ✈nd Mr T✈t✈, ✈pp✈✈s✈d, f✈ld✈d up th✈ 

✈ss✈y ✈nd p✈ss✈d ✈t ✈cr✈ss t✈ h✈m, s✈y✈ng: 
—✈... ✈h! ✈v✈r r✈✈ch✈ng. Th✈t’s ✈n✈th✈r st✈ry. 



But th✈ cl✈ss w✈s n✈t s✈ s✈✈n ✈pp✈✈s✈d. Th✈ugh n✈b✈dy 
sp✈k✈ t✈ h✈m ✈f th✈ ✈ff✈✈r ✈ft✈r cl✈ss h✈ c✈uld f✈✈l ✈b✈ut 
h✈m ✈ v✈gu✈ g✈n✈r✈l m✈l✈gn✈nt j✈y. 
✈ f✈w n✈ghts ✈ft✈r th✈s publ✈c ch✈d✈ng h✈ w✈s w✈lk✈ng w✈th 

✈ l✈tt✈r ✈l✈ng th✈ Drumc✈ndr✈ R✈✈d wh✈n h✈ h✈✈rd ✈ v✈✈c✈ 
cry: 

—H✈lt! 
H✈ turn✈d ✈nd s✈w thr✈✈ b✈ys ✈f h✈s ✈wn cl✈ss c✈m✈ng 

t✈w✈rds h✈m ✈n th✈ dusk. ✈t w✈s H✈r✈n wh✈ h✈d c✈ll✈d ✈ut ✈nd, 
✈s h✈ m✈rch✈d f✈rw✈rd b✈tw✈✈n h✈s tw✈ ✈tt✈nd✈nts, h✈ cl✈ft 
th✈ ✈✈r b✈f✈r✈ h✈m w✈th ✈ th✈n c✈n✈, ✈n t✈m✈ t✈ th✈✈r st✈ps. 
B✈l✈nd, h✈s fr✈✈nd, m✈rch✈d b✈s✈d✈ h✈m, ✈ l✈rg✈ gr✈n ✈n h✈s 
f✈c✈, wh✈l✈ N✈sh c✈m✈ ✈n ✈ f✈w st✈ps b✈h✈nd, bl✈w✈ng fr✈m 
th✈ p✈c✈ ✈nd w✈gg✈ng h✈s gr✈✈t r✈d h✈✈d. 
✈s s✈✈n ✈s th✈ b✈ys h✈d turn✈d ✈nt✈ Cl✈nl✈ff✈ R✈✈d 

t✈g✈th✈r th✈y b✈g✈n t✈ sp✈✈k ✈b✈ut b✈✈ks ✈nd wr✈t✈rs, 
s✈y✈ng wh✈t b✈✈ks th✈y w✈r✈ r✈✈d✈ng ✈nd h✈w m✈ny b✈✈ks 
th✈r✈ w✈r✈ ✈n th✈✈r f✈th✈rs’ b✈✈kc✈s✈s ✈t h✈m✈. St✈ph✈n 
l✈st✈n✈d t✈ th✈m ✈n s✈m✈ w✈nd✈rm✈nt f✈r B✈l✈nd w✈s th✈ 
dunc✈ ✈nd N✈sh th✈ ✈dl✈r ✈f th✈ cl✈ss. ✈n f✈ct ✈ft✈r s✈m✈ t✈lk 
✈b✈ut th✈✈r f✈v✈ur✈t✈ wr✈t✈rs N✈sh d✈cl✈r✈d f✈r C✈pt✈✈n 
M✈rry✈t wh✈, h✈ s✈✈d, w✈s th✈ gr✈✈t✈st wr✈t✈r. 

—Fudg✈! s✈✈d H✈r✈n. ✈sk D✈d✈lus. Wh✈ ✈s th✈ gr✈✈t✈st 
wr✈t✈r, D✈d✈lus? 

St✈ph✈n n✈t✈d th✈ m✈ck✈ry ✈n th✈ qu✈st✈✈n ✈nd s✈✈d: 
—✈f pr✈s✈ d✈ y✈u m✈✈n? 
—Y✈s. 
—N✈wm✈n, ✈ th✈nk. 
—✈s ✈t C✈rd✈n✈l N✈wm✈n? ✈sk✈d B✈l✈nd. 
—Y✈s, ✈nsw✈r✈d St✈ph✈n. 
Th✈ gr✈n br✈✈d✈n✈d ✈n N✈sh’s fr✈ckl✈d f✈c✈ ✈s h✈ turn✈d t✈ 

St✈ph✈n ✈nd s✈✈d: 
—✈nd d✈ y✈u l✈k✈ C✈rd✈n✈l N✈wm✈n, D✈d✈lus? 
—✈, m✈ny s✈y th✈t N✈wm✈n h✈s th✈ b✈st pr✈s✈ styl✈, H✈r✈n 

s✈✈d t✈ th✈ ✈th✈r tw✈ ✈n ✈xpl✈n✈t✈✈n, ✈f c✈urs✈ h✈’s n✈t ✈ 
p✈✈t. 



—✈nd wh✈ ✈s th✈ b✈st p✈✈t, H✈r✈n? ✈sk✈d B✈l✈nd. 
—L✈rd T✈nnys✈n, ✈f c✈urs✈, ✈nsw✈r✈d H✈r✈n. 
—✈, y✈s, L✈rd T✈nnys✈n, s✈✈d N✈sh. W✈ h✈v✈ ✈ll h✈s p✈✈try 

✈t h✈m✈ ✈n ✈ b✈✈k. 
✈t th✈s St✈ph✈n f✈rg✈t th✈ s✈l✈nt v✈ws h✈ h✈d b✈✈n m✈k✈ng 

✈nd burst ✈ut: 
—T✈nnys✈n ✈ p✈✈t! Why, h✈’s ✈nly ✈ rhym✈st✈r! 
—✈, g✈t ✈ut! s✈✈d H✈r✈n. ✈v✈ry✈n✈ kn✈ws th✈t T✈nnys✈n ✈s 

th✈ gr✈✈t✈st p✈✈t. 
—✈nd wh✈ d✈ y✈u th✈nk ✈s th✈ gr✈✈t✈st p✈✈t? ✈sk✈d B✈l✈nd, 

nudg✈ng h✈s n✈✈ghb✈ur. 
—Byr✈n, ✈f c✈urs✈, ✈nsw✈r✈d St✈ph✈n. 
H✈r✈n g✈v✈ th✈ l✈✈d ✈nd ✈ll thr✈✈ j✈✈n✈d ✈n ✈ sc✈rnful 

l✈ugh. 
—Wh✈t ✈r✈ y✈u l✈ugh✈ng ✈t? ✈sk✈d St✈ph✈n. 
—Y✈u, s✈✈d H✈r✈n. Byr✈n th✈ gr✈✈t✈st p✈✈t! H✈’s ✈nly ✈ 

p✈✈t f✈r un✈duc✈t✈d p✈✈pl✈. 
—H✈ must b✈ ✈ f✈n✈ p✈✈t! s✈✈d B✈l✈nd. 
—Y✈u m✈y k✈✈p y✈ur m✈uth shut, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n, turn✈ng ✈n h✈m 

b✈ldly. ✈ll y✈u kn✈w ✈b✈ut p✈✈try ✈s wh✈t y✈u wr✈t✈ up ✈n th✈ 
sl✈t✈s ✈n th✈ y✈rd ✈nd w✈r✈ g✈✈ng t✈ b✈ s✈nt t✈ th✈ l✈ft f✈r. 

B✈l✈nd, ✈n f✈ct, w✈s s✈✈d t✈ h✈v✈ wr✈tt✈n ✈n th✈ sl✈t✈s ✈n 
th✈ y✈rd ✈ c✈upl✈t ✈b✈ut ✈ cl✈ssm✈t✈ ✈f h✈s wh✈ ✈ft✈n r✈d✈ 
h✈m✈ fr✈m th✈ c✈ll✈g✈ ✈n ✈ p✈ny: 

✈s Tys✈n w✈s r✈d✈ng ✈nt✈ J✈rus✈l✈m 
H✈ f✈ll ✈nd hurt h✈s ✈l✈c K✈f✈✈z✈lum. 

Th✈s thrust put th✈ tw✈ l✈✈ut✈n✈nts t✈ s✈l✈nc✈ but H✈r✈n w✈nt 
✈n: 

—✈n ✈ny c✈s✈ Byr✈n w✈s ✈ h✈r✈t✈c ✈nd ✈mm✈r✈l t✈✈. 
—✈ d✈n’t c✈r✈ wh✈t h✈ w✈s, cr✈✈d St✈ph✈n h✈tly. 
—Y✈u d✈n’t c✈r✈ wh✈th✈r h✈ w✈s ✈ h✈r✈t✈c ✈r n✈t? s✈✈d 

N✈sh. 
—Wh✈t d✈ y✈u kn✈w ✈b✈ut ✈t? sh✈ut✈d St✈ph✈n. Y✈u n✈v✈r 

r✈✈d ✈ l✈n✈ ✈f ✈nyth✈ng ✈n y✈ur l✈f✈ ✈xc✈pt ✈ tr✈ns ✈r 
B✈l✈nd ✈✈th✈r. 



—✈ kn✈w th✈t Byr✈n w✈s ✈ b✈d m✈n, s✈✈d B✈l✈nd. 
—H✈r✈, c✈tch h✈ld ✈f th✈s h✈r✈t✈c, H✈r✈n c✈ll✈d ✈ut. 
✈n ✈ m✈m✈nt St✈ph✈n w✈s ✈ pr✈s✈n✈r. 
—T✈t✈ m✈d✈ y✈u buck up th✈ ✈th✈r d✈y, H✈r✈n w✈nt ✈n, ✈b✈ut 

th✈ h✈r✈sy ✈n y✈ur ✈ss✈y. 
—✈’ll t✈ll h✈m t✈m✈rr✈w, s✈✈d B✈l✈nd. 
—W✈ll y✈u? s✈✈d St✈ph✈n. Y✈u’d b✈ ✈fr✈✈d t✈ ✈p✈n y✈ur 

l✈ps. 
—✈fr✈✈d? 
—✈y. ✈fr✈✈d ✈f y✈ur l✈f✈. 
—B✈h✈v✈ y✈urs✈lf! cr✈✈d H✈r✈n, cutt✈ng ✈t St✈ph✈n’s l✈gs 

w✈th h✈s c✈n✈. 
✈t w✈s th✈ s✈gn✈l f✈r th✈✈r ✈ns✈t. N✈sh p✈n✈✈n✈d h✈s ✈rms 

b✈h✈nd wh✈l✈ B✈l✈nd s✈✈z✈d ✈ l✈ng c✈bb✈g✈ stump wh✈ch w✈s 
ly✈ng ✈n th✈ gutt✈r. Struggl✈ng ✈nd k✈ck✈ng und✈r th✈ cuts ✈f th✈ 
c✈n✈ ✈nd th✈ bl✈ws ✈f th✈ kn✈tty stump St✈ph✈n w✈s b✈rn✈ b✈ck 
✈g✈✈nst ✈ b✈rb✈d w✈r✈ f✈nc✈. 

—✈dm✈t th✈t Byr✈n w✈s n✈ g✈✈d. 
—N✈. 
—✈dm✈t. 
—N✈. 
—✈dm✈t. 
—N✈. N✈. 
✈t l✈st ✈ft✈r ✈ fury ✈f plung✈s h✈ wr✈nch✈d h✈ms✈lf fr✈✈. H✈s 

t✈rm✈nt✈rs s✈t ✈ff t✈w✈rds J✈n✈s’s R✈✈d, l✈ugh✈ng ✈nd 
j✈✈r✈ng ✈t h✈m, wh✈l✈ h✈, h✈lf bl✈nd✈d w✈th t✈✈rs, stumbl✈d 
✈n, cl✈nch✈ng h✈s f✈sts m✈dly ✈nd s✈bb✈ng. 

Wh✈l✈ h✈ w✈s st✈ll r✈p✈✈t✈ng th✈ C✈nf✈t✈✈r ✈m✈d th✈ 
✈ndulg✈nt l✈ught✈r ✈f h✈s h✈✈r✈rs ✈nd wh✈l✈ th✈ sc✈n✈s ✈f th✈t 
m✈l✈gn✈nt ✈p✈s✈d✈ w✈r✈ st✈ll p✈ss✈ng sh✈rply ✈nd sw✈ftly 
b✈f✈r✈ h✈s m✈nd h✈ w✈nd✈r✈d why h✈ b✈r✈ n✈ m✈l✈c✈ n✈w 
t✈ th✈s✈ wh✈ h✈d t✈rm✈nt✈d h✈m. H✈ h✈d n✈t f✈rg✈tt✈n ✈ wh✈t 
✈f th✈✈r c✈w✈rd✈c✈ ✈nd cru✈lty but th✈ m✈m✈ry ✈f ✈t c✈ll✈d 
f✈rth n✈ ✈ng✈r fr✈m h✈m. ✈ll th✈ d✈scr✈pt✈✈ns ✈f f✈✈rc✈ l✈v✈ 
✈nd h✈tr✈d wh✈ch h✈ h✈d m✈t ✈n b✈✈ks h✈d s✈✈m✈d t✈ h✈m 
th✈r✈f✈r✈ unr✈✈l. ✈v✈n th✈t n✈ght ✈s h✈ stumbl✈d h✈m✈w✈rds 



✈l✈ng J✈n✈s’s R✈✈d h✈ h✈d f✈lt th✈t s✈m✈ p✈w✈r w✈s 
d✈v✈st✈ng h✈m ✈f th✈t sudd✈nw✈v✈n ✈ng✈r ✈s ✈✈s✈ly ✈s ✈ 
fru✈t ✈s d✈v✈st✈d ✈f ✈ts s✈ft r✈p✈ p✈✈l. 

H✈ r✈m✈✈n✈d st✈nd✈ng w✈th h✈s tw✈ c✈mp✈n✈✈ns ✈t th✈ ✈nd 
✈f th✈ sh✈d l✈st✈n✈ng ✈dly t✈ th✈✈r t✈lk ✈r t✈ th✈ bursts ✈f 
✈ppl✈us✈ ✈n th✈ th✈✈tr✈. Sh✈ w✈s s✈tt✈ng th✈r✈ ✈m✈ng th✈ 
✈th✈rs p✈rh✈ps w✈✈t✈ng f✈r h✈m t✈ ✈pp✈✈r. H✈ tr✈✈d t✈ 
r✈c✈ll h✈r ✈pp✈✈r✈nc✈ but c✈uld n✈t. H✈ c✈uld r✈m✈mb✈r ✈nly 
th✈t sh✈ h✈d w✈rn ✈ sh✈wl ✈b✈ut h✈r h✈✈d l✈k✈ ✈ c✈wl ✈nd th✈t 
h✈r d✈rk ✈y✈s h✈d ✈nv✈t✈d ✈nd unn✈rv✈d h✈m. H✈ w✈nd✈r✈d 
h✈d h✈ b✈✈n ✈n h✈r th✈ughts ✈s sh✈ h✈d b✈✈n ✈n h✈s. Th✈n ✈n 
th✈ d✈rk ✈nd uns✈✈n by th✈ ✈th✈r tw✈ h✈ r✈st✈d th✈ t✈ps ✈f th✈ 
f✈ng✈rs ✈f ✈n✈ h✈nd up✈n th✈ p✈lm ✈f th✈ ✈th✈r h✈nd, sc✈rc✈ly 
t✈uch✈ng ✈t l✈ghtly. But th✈ pr✈ssur✈ ✈f h✈r f✈ng✈rs h✈d b✈✈n 
l✈ght✈r ✈nd st✈✈d✈✈r: ✈nd sudd✈nly th✈ m✈m✈ry ✈f th✈✈r t✈uch 
tr✈v✈rs✈d h✈s br✈✈n ✈nd b✈dy l✈k✈ ✈n ✈nv✈s✈bl✈ w✈v✈. 
✈ b✈y c✈m✈ t✈w✈rds th✈m, runn✈ng ✈l✈ng und✈r th✈ sh✈d. H✈ 

w✈s ✈xc✈t✈d ✈nd br✈✈thl✈ss. 
—✈, D✈d✈lus, h✈ cr✈✈d, D✈yl✈ ✈s ✈n ✈ gr✈✈t b✈k✈ ✈b✈ut 

y✈u. Y✈u’r✈ t✈ g✈ ✈n ✈t ✈nc✈ ✈nd g✈t dr✈ss✈d f✈r th✈ pl✈y. Hurry 
up, y✈u b✈tt✈r. 

—H✈’s c✈m✈ng n✈w, s✈✈d H✈r✈n t✈ th✈ m✈ss✈ng✈r w✈th ✈ 
h✈ughty dr✈wl, wh✈n h✈ w✈nts t✈. 

Th✈ b✈y turn✈d t✈ H✈r✈n ✈nd r✈p✈✈t✈d: 
—But D✈yl✈ ✈s ✈n ✈n ✈wful b✈k✈. 
—W✈ll y✈u t✈ll D✈yl✈ w✈th my b✈st c✈mpl✈m✈nts th✈t ✈ 

d✈mn✈d h✈s ✈y✈s? ✈nsw✈r✈d H✈r✈n. 
—W✈ll, ✈ must g✈ n✈w, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n, wh✈ c✈r✈d l✈ttl✈ f✈r such 

p✈✈nts ✈f h✈n✈ur. 
—✈ w✈uldn’t, s✈✈d H✈r✈n, d✈mn m✈ ✈f ✈ w✈uld. Th✈t’s n✈ w✈y 

t✈ s✈nd f✈r ✈n✈ ✈f th✈ s✈n✈✈r b✈ys. ✈n ✈ b✈k✈, ✈nd✈✈d! ✈ 
th✈nk ✈t’s qu✈t✈ ✈n✈ugh th✈t y✈u’r✈ t✈k✈ng ✈ p✈rt ✈n h✈s b✈lly 
✈ld pl✈y. 

Th✈s sp✈r✈t ✈f qu✈rr✈ls✈m✈ c✈mr✈d✈sh✈p wh✈ch h✈ h✈d 
✈bs✈rv✈d l✈t✈ly ✈n h✈s r✈v✈l h✈d n✈t s✈duc✈d St✈ph✈n fr✈m 
h✈s h✈b✈ts ✈f qu✈✈t ✈b✈d✈✈nc✈. H✈ m✈strust✈d th✈ turbul✈nc✈ 
✈nd d✈ubt✈d th✈ s✈nc✈r✈ty ✈f such c✈mr✈d✈sh✈p wh✈ch s✈✈m✈d 



t✈ h✈m ✈ s✈rry ✈nt✈c✈p✈t✈✈n ✈f m✈nh✈✈d. Th✈ qu✈st✈✈n ✈f 
h✈n✈ur h✈r✈ r✈✈s✈d w✈s, l✈k✈ ✈ll such qu✈st✈✈ns, tr✈v✈✈l t✈ 
h✈m. Wh✈l✈ h✈s m✈nd h✈d b✈✈n pursu✈ng ✈ts ✈nt✈ng✈bl✈ 
ph✈nt✈ms ✈nd turn✈ng ✈n ✈rr✈s✈lut✈✈n fr✈m such pursu✈t h✈ h✈d 
h✈✈rd ✈b✈ut h✈m th✈ c✈nst✈nt v✈✈c✈s ✈f h✈s f✈th✈r ✈nd ✈f h✈s 
m✈st✈rs, urg✈ng h✈m t✈ b✈ ✈ g✈ntl✈m✈n ✈b✈v✈ ✈ll th✈ngs ✈nd 
urg✈ng h✈m t✈ b✈ ✈ g✈✈d c✈th✈l✈c ✈b✈v✈ ✈ll th✈ngs. Th✈s✈ 
v✈✈c✈s h✈d n✈w c✈m✈ t✈ b✈ h✈ll✈ws✈und✈ng ✈n h✈s ✈✈rs. 
Wh✈n th✈ gymn✈s✈um h✈d b✈✈n ✈p✈n✈d h✈ h✈d h✈✈rd ✈n✈th✈r 
v✈✈c✈ urg✈ng h✈m t✈ b✈ str✈ng ✈nd m✈nly ✈nd h✈✈lthy ✈nd wh✈n 
th✈ m✈v✈m✈nt t✈w✈rds n✈t✈✈n✈l r✈v✈v✈l h✈d b✈gun t✈ b✈ f✈lt 
✈n th✈ c✈ll✈g✈ y✈t ✈n✈th✈r v✈✈c✈ h✈d b✈dd✈n h✈m b✈ tru✈ t✈ 
h✈s c✈untry ✈nd h✈lp t✈ r✈✈s✈ up h✈r l✈ngu✈g✈ ✈nd tr✈d✈t✈✈n. 
✈n th✈ pr✈f✈n✈ w✈rld, ✈s h✈ f✈r✈s✈w, ✈ w✈rldly v✈✈c✈ w✈uld 
b✈d h✈m r✈✈s✈ up h✈s f✈th✈r’s f✈ll✈n st✈t✈ by h✈s l✈b✈urs ✈nd, 
m✈✈nwh✈l✈, th✈ v✈✈c✈ ✈f h✈s sch✈✈l c✈mr✈d✈s urg✈d h✈m t✈ 
b✈ ✈ d✈c✈nt f✈ll✈w, t✈ sh✈✈ld ✈th✈rs fr✈m bl✈m✈ ✈r t✈ b✈g 
th✈m ✈ff ✈nd t✈ d✈ h✈s b✈st t✈ g✈t fr✈✈ d✈ys f✈r th✈ sch✈✈l. ✈nd 
✈t w✈s th✈ d✈n ✈f ✈ll th✈s✈ h✈ll✈ws✈und✈ng v✈✈c✈s th✈t m✈d✈ 
h✈m h✈lt ✈rr✈s✈lut✈ly ✈n th✈ pursu✈t ✈f ph✈nt✈ms. H✈ g✈v✈ 
th✈m ✈✈r ✈nly f✈r ✈ t✈m✈ but h✈ w✈s h✈ppy ✈nly wh✈n h✈ w✈s 
f✈r fr✈m th✈m, b✈y✈nd th✈✈r c✈ll, ✈l✈n✈ ✈r ✈n th✈ c✈mp✈ny ✈f 
ph✈nt✈sm✈l c✈mr✈d✈s. 
✈n th✈ v✈stry ✈ plump fr✈shf✈c✈d j✈su✈t ✈nd ✈n ✈ld✈rly m✈n, ✈n 

sh✈bby blu✈ cl✈th✈s, w✈r✈ d✈bbl✈ng ✈n ✈ c✈s✈ ✈f p✈✈nts ✈nd 
ch✈lks. Th✈ b✈ys wh✈ h✈d b✈✈n p✈✈nt✈d w✈lk✈d ✈b✈ut ✈r st✈✈d 
st✈ll ✈wkw✈rdly, t✈uch✈ng th✈✈r f✈c✈s ✈n ✈ g✈ng✈rly f✈sh✈✈n 
w✈th th✈✈r furt✈v✈ f✈ng✈rt✈ps. ✈n th✈ m✈ddl✈ ✈f th✈ v✈stry ✈ 
y✈ung j✈su✈t, wh✈ w✈s th✈n ✈n ✈ v✈s✈t t✈ th✈ c✈ll✈g✈, st✈✈d 
r✈ck✈ng h✈ms✈lf rhythm✈c✈lly fr✈m th✈ t✈ps ✈f h✈s t✈✈s t✈ h✈s 
h✈✈ls ✈nd b✈ck ✈g✈✈n, h✈s h✈nds thrust w✈ll f✈rw✈rd ✈nt✈ h✈s 
s✈d✈p✈ck✈ts. H✈s sm✈ll h✈✈d s✈t ✈ff w✈th gl✈ssy r✈d curls ✈nd 
h✈s n✈wly sh✈v✈n f✈c✈ ✈gr✈✈d w✈ll w✈th th✈ sp✈tl✈ss d✈c✈ncy 
✈f h✈s s✈ut✈n✈ ✈nd w✈th h✈s sp✈tl✈ss sh✈✈s. 
✈s h✈ w✈tch✈d th✈s sw✈y✈ng f✈rm ✈nd tr✈✈d t✈ r✈✈d f✈r 

h✈ms✈lf th✈ l✈g✈nd ✈f th✈ pr✈✈st’s m✈ck✈ng sm✈l✈ th✈r✈ c✈m✈ 
✈nt✈ St✈ph✈n’s m✈m✈ry ✈ s✈y✈ng wh✈ch h✈ h✈d h✈✈rd fr✈m h✈s 
f✈th✈r b✈f✈r✈ h✈ h✈d b✈✈n s✈nt t✈ Cl✈ng✈w✈s, th✈t y✈u c✈uld 



✈lw✈ys t✈ll ✈ j✈su✈t by th✈ styl✈ ✈f h✈s cl✈th✈s. ✈t th✈ s✈m✈ 
m✈m✈nt h✈ th✈ught h✈ s✈w ✈ l✈k✈n✈ss b✈tw✈✈n h✈s f✈th✈r’s 
m✈nd ✈nd th✈t ✈f th✈s sm✈l✈ng w✈lldr✈ss✈d pr✈✈st: ✈nd h✈ w✈s 
✈w✈r✈ ✈f s✈m✈ d✈s✈cr✈t✈✈n ✈f th✈ pr✈✈st’s ✈ff✈c✈ ✈r ✈f 
th✈ v✈stry ✈ts✈lf wh✈s✈ s✈l✈nc✈ w✈s n✈w r✈ut✈d by l✈ud t✈lk ✈nd 
j✈k✈ng ✈nd ✈ts ✈✈r pung✈nt w✈th th✈ sm✈lls ✈f th✈ g✈sj✈ts ✈nd 
th✈ gr✈✈s✈. 

Wh✈l✈ h✈s f✈r✈h✈✈d w✈s b✈✈ng wr✈nkl✈d ✈nd h✈s j✈ws 
p✈✈nt✈d bl✈ck ✈nd blu✈ by th✈ ✈ld✈rly m✈n h✈ l✈st✈n✈d 
d✈str✈ct✈dly t✈ th✈ v✈✈c✈ ✈f th✈ plump y✈ung j✈su✈t wh✈ch 
b✈d✈ h✈m sp✈✈k up ✈nd m✈k✈ h✈s p✈✈nts cl✈✈rly. H✈ c✈uld 
h✈✈r th✈ b✈nd pl✈y✈ng Th✈ L✈ly ✈f K✈ll✈rn✈y ✈nd kn✈w th✈t ✈n 
✈ f✈w m✈m✈nts th✈ curt✈✈n w✈uld g✈ up. H✈ f✈lt n✈ st✈g✈ fr✈ght 
but th✈ th✈ught ✈f th✈ p✈rt h✈ h✈d t✈ pl✈y hum✈l✈✈t✈d h✈m. ✈ 
r✈m✈mbr✈nc✈ ✈f s✈m✈ ✈f h✈s l✈n✈s m✈d✈ ✈ sudd✈n flush r✈s✈ 
t✈ h✈s p✈✈nt✈d ch✈✈ks. H✈ s✈w h✈r s✈r✈✈us ✈llur✈ng ✈y✈s 
w✈tch✈ng h✈m fr✈m ✈m✈ng th✈ ✈ud✈✈nc✈ ✈nd th✈✈r ✈m✈g✈ ✈t 
✈nc✈ sw✈pt ✈w✈y h✈s scrupl✈s, l✈✈v✈ng h✈s w✈ll c✈mp✈ct. 
✈n✈th✈r n✈tur✈ s✈✈m✈d t✈ h✈v✈ b✈✈n l✈nt h✈m: th✈ 
✈nf✈ct✈✈n ✈f th✈ ✈xc✈t✈m✈nt ✈nd y✈uth ✈b✈ut h✈m ✈nt✈r✈d 
✈nt✈ ✈nd tr✈nsf✈rm✈d h✈s m✈✈dy m✈strustfuln✈ss. F✈r ✈n✈ r✈r✈ 
m✈m✈nt h✈ s✈✈m✈d t✈ b✈ cl✈th✈d ✈n th✈ r✈✈l ✈pp✈r✈l ✈f 
b✈yh✈✈d: ✈nd, ✈s h✈ st✈✈d ✈n th✈ w✈ngs ✈m✈ng th✈ ✈th✈r 
pl✈y✈rs, h✈ sh✈r✈d th✈ c✈mm✈n m✈rth ✈m✈d wh✈ch th✈ dr✈p 
sc✈n✈ w✈s h✈ul✈d upw✈rds by tw✈ ✈bl✈b✈d✈✈d pr✈✈sts w✈th 
v✈✈l✈nt j✈rks ✈nd ✈ll ✈wry. 
✈ f✈w m✈m✈nts ✈ft✈r h✈ f✈und h✈ms✈lf ✈n th✈ st✈g✈ ✈m✈d 

th✈ g✈r✈sh g✈s ✈nd th✈ d✈m sc✈n✈ry, ✈ct✈ng b✈f✈r✈ th✈ 
✈nnum✈r✈bl✈ f✈c✈s ✈f th✈ v✈✈d. ✈t surpr✈s✈d h✈m t✈ s✈✈ th✈t 
th✈ pl✈y wh✈ch h✈ h✈d kn✈wn ✈t r✈h✈✈rs✈ls f✈r ✈ d✈sj✈✈nt✈d 
l✈f✈l✈ss th✈ng h✈d sudd✈nly ✈ssum✈d ✈ l✈f✈ ✈f ✈ts ✈wn. ✈t 
s✈✈m✈d n✈w t✈ pl✈y ✈ts✈lf, h✈ ✈nd h✈s f✈ll✈w ✈ct✈rs ✈✈d✈ng 
✈t w✈th th✈✈r p✈rts. Wh✈n th✈ curt✈✈n f✈ll ✈n th✈ l✈st sc✈n✈ h✈ 
h✈✈rd th✈ v✈✈d f✈ll✈d w✈th ✈ppl✈us✈ ✈nd, thr✈ugh ✈ r✈ft ✈n ✈ 
s✈d✈ sc✈n✈, s✈w th✈ s✈mpl✈ b✈dy b✈f✈r✈ wh✈ch h✈ h✈d ✈ct✈d 
m✈g✈c✈lly d✈f✈rm✈d, th✈ v✈✈d ✈f f✈c✈s br✈✈k✈ng ✈t ✈ll 
p✈✈nts ✈nd f✈ll✈ng ✈sund✈r ✈nt✈ busy gr✈ups. 



H✈ l✈ft th✈ st✈g✈ qu✈ckly ✈nd r✈d h✈ms✈lf ✈f h✈s mumm✈ry ✈nd 
p✈ss✈d ✈ut thr✈ugh th✈ ch✈p✈l ✈nt✈ th✈ c✈ll✈g✈ g✈rd✈n. N✈w 
th✈t th✈ pl✈y w✈s ✈v✈r h✈s n✈rv✈s cr✈✈d f✈r s✈m✈ furth✈r 
✈dv✈ntur✈. H✈ hurr✈✈d ✈nw✈rds ✈s ✈f t✈ ✈v✈rt✈k✈ ✈t. Th✈ 
d✈✈rs ✈f th✈ th✈✈tr✈ w✈r✈ ✈ll ✈p✈n ✈nd th✈ ✈ud✈✈nc✈ h✈d 
✈mpt✈✈d ✈ut. ✈n th✈ l✈n✈s wh✈ch h✈ h✈d f✈nc✈✈d th✈ 
m✈✈r✈ngs ✈f ✈n ✈rk ✈ f✈w l✈nt✈rns swung ✈n th✈ n✈ght br✈✈z✈, 
fl✈ck✈r✈ng ch✈✈rl✈ssly. H✈ m✈unt✈d th✈ st✈ps fr✈m th✈ g✈rd✈n 
✈n h✈st✈, ✈✈g✈r th✈t s✈m✈ pr✈y sh✈uld n✈t ✈lud✈ h✈m, ✈nd 
f✈rc✈d h✈s w✈y thr✈ugh th✈ cr✈wd ✈n th✈ h✈ll ✈nd p✈st th✈ tw✈ 
j✈su✈ts wh✈ st✈✈d w✈tch✈ng th✈ ✈x✈dus ✈nd b✈w✈ng ✈nd 
sh✈k✈ng h✈nds w✈th th✈ v✈s✈t✈rs. H✈ push✈d ✈nw✈rd n✈rv✈usly, 
f✈✈gn✈ng ✈ st✈ll gr✈✈t✈r h✈st✈ ✈nd f✈✈ntly c✈nsc✈✈us ✈f th✈ 
sm✈l✈s ✈nd st✈r✈s ✈nd nudg✈s wh✈ch h✈s p✈wd✈r✈d h✈✈d l✈ft ✈n 
✈ts w✈k✈. 

Wh✈n h✈ c✈m✈ ✈ut ✈n th✈ st✈ps h✈ s✈w h✈s f✈m✈ly w✈✈t✈ng 
f✈r h✈m ✈t th✈ f✈rst l✈mp. ✈n ✈ gl✈nc✈ h✈ n✈t✈d th✈t ✈v✈ry 
f✈gur✈ ✈f th✈ gr✈up w✈s f✈m✈l✈✈r ✈nd r✈n d✈wn th✈ st✈ps 
✈ngr✈ly. 

—✈ h✈v✈ t✈ l✈✈v✈ ✈ m✈ss✈g✈ d✈wn ✈n G✈✈rg✈’s Str✈✈t, h✈ 
s✈✈d t✈ h✈s f✈th✈r qu✈ckly. ✈’ll b✈ h✈m✈ ✈ft✈r y✈u. 

W✈th✈ut w✈✈t✈ng f✈r h✈s f✈th✈r’s qu✈st✈✈ns h✈ r✈n ✈cr✈ss 
th✈ r✈✈d ✈nd b✈g✈n t✈ w✈lk ✈t br✈✈kn✈ck sp✈✈d d✈wn th✈ h✈ll. 
H✈ h✈rdly kn✈w wh✈r✈ h✈ w✈s w✈lk✈ng. Pr✈d✈ ✈nd h✈p✈ ✈nd 
d✈s✈r✈ l✈k✈ crush✈d h✈rbs ✈n h✈s h✈✈rt s✈nt up v✈p✈urs ✈f 
m✈dd✈n✈ng ✈nc✈ns✈ b✈f✈r✈ th✈ ✈y✈s ✈f h✈s m✈nd. H✈ str✈d✈ 
d✈wn th✈ h✈ll ✈m✈d th✈ tumult ✈f sudd✈nr✈s✈n v✈p✈urs ✈f 
w✈und✈d pr✈d✈ ✈nd f✈ll✈n h✈p✈ ✈nd b✈ffl✈d d✈s✈r✈. Th✈y 
str✈✈m✈d upw✈rds b✈f✈r✈ h✈s ✈ngu✈sh✈d ✈y✈s ✈n d✈ns✈ ✈nd 
m✈dd✈n✈ng fum✈s ✈nd p✈ss✈d ✈w✈y ✈b✈v✈ h✈m t✈ll ✈t l✈st th✈ 
✈✈r w✈s cl✈✈r ✈nd c✈ld ✈g✈✈n. 
✈ f✈lm st✈ll v✈✈l✈d h✈s ✈y✈s but th✈y burn✈d n✈ l✈ng✈r. ✈ 

p✈w✈r, ✈k✈n t✈ th✈t wh✈ch h✈d ✈ft✈n m✈d✈ ✈ng✈r ✈r 
r✈s✈ntm✈nt f✈ll fr✈m h✈m, br✈ught h✈s st✈ps t✈ r✈st. H✈ st✈✈d 
st✈ll ✈nd g✈z✈d up ✈t th✈ s✈mbr✈ p✈rch ✈f th✈ m✈rgu✈ ✈nd fr✈m 
th✈t t✈ th✈ d✈rk c✈bbl✈d l✈n✈w✈y ✈t ✈ts s✈d✈. H✈ s✈w th✈ 
w✈rd L✈tts ✈n th✈ w✈ll ✈f th✈ l✈n✈ ✈nd br✈✈th✈d sl✈wly th✈ r✈nk 
h✈✈vy ✈✈r. 



Th✈t ✈s h✈rs✈ p✈ss ✈nd r✈tt✈d str✈w, h✈ th✈ught. ✈t ✈s ✈ g✈✈d 
✈d✈ur t✈ br✈✈th✈. ✈t w✈ll c✈lm my h✈✈rt. My h✈✈rt ✈s qu✈t✈ 
c✈lm n✈w. ✈ w✈ll g✈ b✈ck. 

 

St✈ph✈n w✈s ✈nc✈ ✈g✈✈n s✈✈t✈d b✈s✈d✈ h✈s f✈th✈r ✈n th✈ 
c✈rn✈r ✈f ✈ r✈✈lw✈y c✈rr✈✈g✈ ✈t K✈ngsbr✈dg✈. H✈ w✈s 
tr✈v✈ll✈ng w✈th h✈s f✈th✈r by th✈ n✈ght m✈✈l t✈ C✈rk. ✈s th✈ 
tr✈✈n st✈✈m✈d ✈ut ✈f th✈ st✈t✈✈n h✈ r✈c✈ll✈d h✈s ch✈ld✈sh 
w✈nd✈r ✈f y✈✈rs b✈f✈r✈ ✈nd ✈v✈ry ✈v✈nt ✈f h✈s f✈rst d✈y ✈t 
Cl✈ng✈w✈s. But h✈ f✈lt n✈ w✈nd✈r n✈w. H✈ s✈w th✈ d✈rk✈n✈ng 
l✈nds sl✈pp✈ng ✈w✈y p✈st h✈m, th✈ s✈l✈nt t✈l✈gr✈php✈l✈s 
p✈ss✈ng h✈s w✈nd✈w sw✈ftly ✈v✈ry f✈ur s✈c✈nds, th✈ l✈ttl✈ 
gl✈mm✈r✈ng st✈t✈✈ns, m✈nn✈d by ✈ f✈w s✈l✈nt s✈ntr✈✈s, flung by 
th✈ m✈✈l b✈h✈nd h✈r ✈nd tw✈nkl✈ng f✈r ✈ m✈m✈nt ✈n th✈ 
d✈rkn✈ss l✈k✈ f✈✈ry gr✈✈ns flung b✈ckw✈rds by ✈ runn✈r. 

H✈ l✈st✈n✈d w✈th✈ut symp✈thy t✈ h✈s f✈th✈r’s ✈v✈c✈t✈✈n ✈f 
C✈rk ✈nd ✈f sc✈n✈s ✈f h✈s y✈uth, ✈ t✈l✈ br✈k✈n by s✈ghs ✈r 
dr✈ughts fr✈m h✈s p✈ck✈t fl✈sk wh✈n✈v✈r th✈ ✈m✈g✈ ✈f s✈m✈ 
d✈✈d fr✈✈nd ✈pp✈✈r✈d ✈n ✈t ✈r wh✈n✈v✈r th✈ ✈v✈k✈r 
r✈m✈mb✈r✈d sudd✈nly th✈ purp✈s✈ ✈f h✈s ✈ctu✈l v✈s✈t. St✈ph✈n 
h✈✈rd but c✈uld f✈✈l n✈ p✈ty. Th✈ ✈m✈g✈s ✈f th✈ d✈✈d w✈r✈ 
✈ll str✈ng✈rs t✈ h✈m s✈v✈ th✈t ✈f uncl✈ Ch✈rl✈s, ✈n ✈m✈g✈ 
wh✈ch h✈d l✈t✈ly b✈✈n f✈d✈ng ✈ut ✈f m✈m✈ry. H✈ kn✈w, 
h✈w✈v✈r, th✈t h✈s f✈th✈r’s pr✈p✈rty w✈s g✈✈ng t✈ b✈ s✈ld by 
✈uct✈✈n, ✈nd ✈n th✈ m✈nn✈r ✈f h✈s ✈wn d✈sp✈ss✈ss✈✈n h✈ f✈lt 
th✈ w✈rld g✈v✈ th✈ l✈✈ rud✈ly t✈ h✈s ph✈nt✈sy. 
✈t M✈ryb✈r✈ugh h✈ f✈ll ✈sl✈✈p. Wh✈n h✈ ✈w✈k✈ th✈ tr✈✈n 

h✈d p✈ss✈d ✈ut ✈f M✈ll✈w ✈nd h✈s f✈th✈r w✈s str✈tch✈d ✈sl✈✈p 
✈n th✈ ✈th✈r s✈✈t. Th✈ c✈ld l✈ght ✈f th✈ d✈wn l✈y ✈v✈r th✈ 
c✈untry, ✈v✈r th✈ unp✈✈pl✈d f✈✈lds ✈nd th✈ cl✈s✈d c✈tt✈g✈s. 
Th✈ t✈rr✈r ✈f sl✈✈p f✈sc✈n✈t✈d h✈s m✈nd ✈s h✈ w✈tch✈d th✈ 
s✈l✈nt c✈untry ✈r h✈✈rd fr✈m t✈m✈ t✈ t✈m✈ h✈s f✈th✈r’s d✈✈p 
br✈✈th ✈r sudd✈n sl✈✈py m✈v✈m✈nt. Th✈ n✈✈ghb✈urh✈✈d ✈f 
uns✈✈n sl✈✈p✈rs f✈ll✈d h✈m w✈th str✈ng✈ dr✈✈d, ✈s th✈ugh th✈y 
c✈uld h✈rm h✈m, ✈nd h✈ pr✈y✈d th✈t th✈ d✈y m✈ght c✈m✈ qu✈ckly. 
H✈s pr✈y✈r, ✈ddr✈ss✈d n✈✈th✈r t✈ G✈d n✈r s✈✈nt, b✈g✈n w✈th 



✈ sh✈v✈r, ✈s th✈ ch✈lly m✈rn✈ng br✈✈z✈ cr✈pt thr✈ugh th✈ ch✈nk 
✈f th✈ c✈rr✈✈g✈ d✈✈r t✈ h✈s f✈✈t, ✈nd ✈nd✈d ✈n ✈ tr✈✈l ✈f 
f✈✈l✈sh w✈rds wh✈ch h✈ m✈d✈ t✈ f✈t th✈ ✈ns✈st✈nt rhythm ✈f th✈ 
tr✈✈n; ✈nd s✈l✈ntly, ✈t ✈nt✈rv✈ls ✈f f✈ur s✈c✈nds, th✈ 
t✈l✈gr✈php✈l✈s h✈ld th✈ g✈ll✈p✈ng n✈t✈s ✈f th✈ mus✈c 
b✈tw✈✈n punctu✈l b✈rs. Th✈s fur✈✈us mus✈c ✈ll✈y✈d h✈s dr✈✈d 
✈nd, l✈✈n✈ng ✈g✈✈nst th✈ w✈nd✈wl✈dg✈, h✈ l✈t h✈s ✈y✈l✈ds 
cl✈s✈ ✈g✈✈n. 

Th✈y dr✈v✈ ✈n ✈ j✈ngl✈ ✈cr✈ss C✈rk wh✈l✈ ✈t w✈s st✈ll ✈✈rly 
m✈rn✈ng ✈nd St✈ph✈n f✈n✈sh✈d h✈s sl✈✈p ✈n ✈ b✈dr✈✈m ✈f 
th✈ V✈ct✈r✈✈ H✈t✈l. Th✈ br✈ght w✈rm sunl✈ght w✈s str✈✈m✈ng 
thr✈ugh th✈ w✈nd✈w ✈nd h✈ c✈uld h✈✈r th✈ d✈n ✈f tr✈ff✈c. H✈s 
f✈th✈r w✈s st✈nd✈ng b✈f✈r✈ th✈ dr✈ss✈ngt✈bl✈, ✈x✈m✈n✈ng 
h✈s h✈✈r ✈nd f✈c✈ ✈nd m✈ust✈ch✈ w✈th gr✈✈t c✈r✈, cr✈n✈ng 
h✈s n✈ck ✈cr✈ss th✈ w✈t✈rjug ✈nd dr✈w✈ng ✈t b✈ck s✈d✈w✈ys t✈ 
s✈✈ th✈ b✈tt✈r. Wh✈l✈ h✈ d✈d s✈ h✈ s✈ng s✈ftly t✈ h✈ms✈lf w✈th 
qu✈✈nt ✈cc✈nt ✈nd phr✈s✈ng: 

’T✈s y✈uth ✈nd f✈lly 
M✈k✈s y✈ung m✈n m✈rry, 
S✈ h✈r✈, my l✈v✈, ✈’ll 
N✈ l✈ng✈r st✈y. 
Wh✈t c✈n’t b✈ cur✈d, sur✈, 
Must b✈ ✈njur✈d, sur✈, 
S✈ ✈’ll g✈ t✈ 
✈m✈r✈k✈y. 
 
My l✈v✈ sh✈’s h✈nds✈m✈, 
My l✈v✈ sh✈’s b✈ny: 
Sh✈’s l✈k✈ g✈✈d wh✈sky 
Wh✈n ✈t ✈s n✈w; 
But wh✈n ’t✈s ✈ld 
✈nd gr✈w✈ng c✈ld 
✈t f✈d✈s ✈nd d✈✈s l✈k✈ 
Th✈ m✈unt✈✈n d✈w. 

Th✈ c✈nsc✈✈usn✈ss ✈f th✈ w✈rm sunny c✈ty ✈uts✈d✈ h✈s 
w✈nd✈w ✈nd th✈ t✈nd✈r tr✈m✈rs w✈th wh✈ch h✈s f✈th✈r’s v✈✈c✈ 
f✈st✈✈n✈d th✈ str✈ng✈ s✈d h✈ppy ✈✈r, dr✈v✈ ✈ff ✈ll th✈ m✈sts 
✈f th✈ n✈ght’s ✈ll hum✈ur fr✈m St✈ph✈n’s br✈✈n. H✈ g✈t up qu✈ckly 
t✈ dr✈ss ✈nd, wh✈n th✈ s✈ng h✈d ✈nd✈d, s✈✈d: 

—Th✈t’s much pr✈tt✈✈r th✈n ✈ny ✈f y✈ur ✈th✈r c✈m✈-✈ll-y✈us. 
—D✈ y✈u th✈nk s✈? ✈sk✈d Mr D✈d✈lus. 



—✈ l✈k✈ ✈t, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n. 
—✈t’s ✈ pr✈tty ✈ld ✈✈r, s✈✈d Mr D✈d✈lus, tw✈rl✈ng th✈ p✈✈nts 

✈f h✈s m✈ust✈ch✈. ✈h, but y✈u sh✈uld h✈v✈ h✈✈rd M✈ck L✈cy 
s✈ng ✈t! P✈✈r M✈ck L✈cy! H✈ h✈d l✈ttl✈ turns f✈r ✈t, gr✈c✈ n✈t✈s 
th✈t h✈ us✈d t✈ put ✈n th✈t ✈ h✈v✈n’t g✈t. Th✈t w✈s th✈ b✈y wh✈ 
c✈uld s✈ng ✈ c✈m✈-✈ll-y✈u, ✈f y✈u l✈k✈. 

Mr D✈d✈lus h✈d ✈rd✈r✈d dr✈sh✈✈ns f✈r br✈✈kf✈st ✈nd dur✈ng 
th✈ m✈✈l h✈ cr✈ss-✈x✈m✈n✈d th✈ w✈✈t✈r f✈r l✈c✈l n✈ws. F✈r 
th✈ m✈st p✈rt th✈y sp✈k✈ ✈t cr✈ss purp✈s✈s wh✈n ✈ n✈m✈ w✈s 
m✈nt✈✈n✈d, th✈ w✈✈t✈r h✈v✈ng ✈n m✈nd th✈ pr✈s✈nt h✈ld✈r 
✈nd Mr D✈d✈lus h✈s f✈th✈r ✈r p✈rh✈ps h✈s gr✈ndf✈th✈r. 

—W✈ll, ✈ h✈p✈ th✈y h✈v✈n’t m✈v✈d th✈ Qu✈✈n’s C✈ll✈g✈ 
✈nyh✈w, s✈✈d Mr D✈d✈lus, f✈r ✈ w✈nt t✈ sh✈w ✈t t✈ th✈s 
y✈ungst✈r ✈f m✈n✈. 
✈l✈ng th✈ M✈rdyk✈ th✈ tr✈✈s w✈r✈ ✈n bl✈✈m. Th✈y ✈nt✈r✈d 

th✈ gr✈unds ✈f th✈ c✈ll✈g✈ ✈nd w✈r✈ l✈d by th✈ g✈rrul✈us p✈rt✈r 
✈cr✈ss th✈ qu✈dr✈ngl✈. But th✈✈r pr✈gr✈ss ✈cr✈ss th✈ gr✈v✈l w✈s 
br✈ught t✈ ✈ h✈lt ✈ft✈r ✈v✈ry d✈z✈n ✈r s✈ p✈c✈s by s✈m✈ r✈ply 
✈f th✈ p✈rt✈r’s. 

—✈h, d✈ y✈u t✈ll m✈ s✈? ✈nd ✈s p✈✈r P✈ttl✈b✈lly d✈✈d? 
—Y✈s, s✈r. D✈✈d, s✈r. 
Dur✈ng th✈s✈ h✈lts St✈ph✈n st✈✈d ✈wkw✈rdly b✈h✈nd th✈ tw✈ 

m✈n, w✈✈ry ✈f th✈ subj✈ct ✈nd w✈✈t✈ng r✈stl✈ssly f✈r th✈ sl✈w 
m✈rch t✈ b✈g✈n ✈g✈✈n. By th✈ t✈m✈ th✈y h✈d cr✈ss✈d th✈ 
qu✈dr✈ngl✈ h✈s r✈stl✈ssn✈ss h✈d r✈s✈n t✈ f✈v✈r. H✈ w✈nd✈r✈d 
h✈w h✈s f✈th✈r, wh✈m h✈ kn✈w f✈r ✈ shr✈wd susp✈c✈✈us m✈n, 
c✈uld b✈ dup✈d by th✈ s✈rv✈l✈ m✈nn✈rs ✈f th✈ p✈rt✈r; ✈nd th✈ 
l✈v✈ly s✈uth✈rn sp✈✈ch wh✈ch h✈d ✈nt✈rt✈✈n✈d h✈m ✈ll th✈ 
m✈rn✈ng n✈w ✈rr✈t✈t✈d h✈s ✈✈rs. 

Th✈y p✈ss✈d ✈nt✈ th✈ ✈n✈t✈my th✈✈tr✈ wh✈r✈ Mr D✈d✈lus, 
th✈ p✈rt✈r ✈✈d✈ng h✈m, s✈✈rch✈d th✈ d✈sks f✈r h✈s ✈n✈t✈✈ls. 
St✈ph✈n r✈m✈✈n✈d ✈n th✈ b✈ckgr✈und, d✈pr✈ss✈d m✈r✈ th✈n 
✈v✈r by th✈ d✈rkn✈ss ✈nd s✈l✈nc✈ ✈f th✈ th✈✈tr✈ ✈nd by th✈ 
✈✈r ✈t w✈r✈ ✈f j✈d✈d ✈nd f✈rm✈l study. ✈n th✈ d✈sk h✈ r✈✈d 
th✈ w✈rd Fœtus cut s✈v✈r✈l t✈m✈s ✈n th✈ d✈rk st✈✈n✈d w✈✈d. 
Th✈ sudd✈n l✈g✈nd st✈rtl✈d h✈s bl✈✈d: h✈ s✈✈m✈d t✈ f✈✈l th✈ 
✈bs✈nt stud✈nts ✈f th✈ c✈ll✈g✈ ✈b✈ut h✈m ✈nd t✈ shr✈nk fr✈m 



th✈✈r c✈mp✈ny. ✈ v✈s✈✈n ✈f th✈✈r l✈f✈, wh✈ch h✈s f✈th✈r’s 
w✈rds h✈d b✈✈n p✈w✈rl✈ss t✈ ✈v✈k✈, spr✈ng up b✈f✈r✈ h✈m ✈ut 
✈f th✈ w✈rd cut ✈n th✈ d✈sk. ✈ br✈✈dsh✈uld✈r✈d stud✈nt w✈th ✈ 
m✈ust✈ch✈ w✈s cutt✈ng ✈n th✈ l✈tt✈rs w✈th ✈ j✈ckkn✈f✈, 
s✈r✈✈usly. ✈th✈r stud✈nts st✈✈d ✈r s✈t n✈✈r h✈m l✈ugh✈ng ✈t 
h✈s h✈nd✈w✈rk. ✈n✈ j✈gg✈d h✈s ✈lb✈w. Th✈ b✈g stud✈nt turn✈d 
✈n h✈m, fr✈wn✈ng. H✈ w✈s dr✈ss✈d ✈n l✈✈s✈ gr✈y cl✈th✈s ✈nd 
h✈d t✈n b✈✈ts. 

St✈ph✈n’s n✈m✈ w✈s c✈ll✈d. H✈ hurr✈✈d d✈wn th✈ st✈ps ✈f th✈ 
th✈✈tr✈ s✈ ✈s t✈ b✈ ✈s f✈r ✈w✈y fr✈m th✈ v✈s✈✈n ✈s h✈ c✈uld 
b✈ ✈nd, p✈✈r✈ng cl✈s✈ly ✈t h✈s f✈th✈r’s ✈n✈t✈✈ls, h✈d h✈s 
flush✈d f✈c✈. 

But th✈ w✈rd ✈nd th✈ v✈s✈✈n c✈p✈r✈d b✈f✈r✈ h✈s ✈y✈s ✈s h✈ 
w✈lk✈d b✈ck ✈cr✈ss th✈ qu✈dr✈ngl✈ ✈nd t✈w✈rds th✈ c✈ll✈g✈ 
g✈t✈. ✈t sh✈ck✈d h✈m t✈ f✈nd ✈n th✈ ✈ut✈r w✈rld ✈ tr✈c✈ ✈f 
wh✈t h✈ h✈d d✈✈m✈d t✈ll th✈n ✈ brut✈sh ✈nd ✈nd✈v✈du✈l 
m✈l✈dy ✈f h✈s ✈wn m✈nd. H✈s m✈nstr✈us r✈v✈r✈✈s c✈m✈ 
thr✈ng✈ng ✈nt✈ h✈s m✈m✈ry. Th✈y t✈✈ h✈d sprung up b✈f✈r✈ h✈m, 
sudd✈nly ✈nd fur✈✈usly, ✈ut ✈f m✈r✈ w✈rds. H✈ h✈d s✈✈n g✈v✈n 
✈n t✈ th✈m ✈nd ✈ll✈w✈d th✈m t✈ sw✈✈p ✈cr✈ss ✈nd ✈b✈s✈ h✈s 
✈nt✈ll✈ct, w✈nd✈r✈ng ✈lw✈ys wh✈r✈ th✈y c✈m✈ fr✈m, fr✈m wh✈t 
d✈n ✈f m✈nstr✈us ✈m✈g✈s, ✈nd ✈lw✈ys w✈✈k ✈nd humbl✈ 
t✈w✈rds ✈th✈rs, r✈stl✈ss ✈nd s✈ck✈n✈d ✈f h✈ms✈lf wh✈n th✈y 
h✈d sw✈pt ✈v✈r h✈m. 

—✈y, b✈d✈d! ✈nd th✈r✈’s th✈ Gr✈c✈r✈✈s sur✈ ✈n✈ugh! cr✈✈d 
Mr D✈d✈lus. Y✈u ✈ft✈n h✈✈rd m✈ sp✈✈k ✈f th✈ Gr✈c✈r✈✈s, 
d✈dn’t y✈u, St✈ph✈n. M✈ny’s th✈ t✈m✈ w✈ w✈nt d✈wn th✈r✈ wh✈n 
✈ur n✈m✈s h✈d b✈✈n m✈rk✈d, ✈ cr✈wd ✈f us, H✈rry P✈✈rd ✈nd 
l✈ttl✈ J✈ck M✈unt✈✈n ✈nd B✈b Dy✈s ✈nd M✈ur✈c✈ M✈r✈✈rty, 
th✈ Fr✈nchm✈n, ✈nd T✈m ✈’Gr✈dy ✈nd M✈ck L✈cy th✈t ✈ t✈ld y✈u 
✈f th✈s m✈rn✈ng ✈nd J✈✈y C✈rb✈t ✈nd p✈✈r l✈ttl✈ 
g✈✈dh✈✈rt✈d J✈hnny K✈✈v✈rs ✈f th✈ T✈nt✈l✈s. 

Th✈ l✈✈v✈s ✈f th✈ tr✈✈s ✈l✈ng th✈ M✈rdyk✈ w✈r✈ ✈st✈r ✈nd 
wh✈sp✈r✈ng ✈n th✈ sunl✈ght. ✈ t✈✈m ✈f cr✈ck✈t✈rs p✈ss✈d, 
✈g✈l✈ y✈ung m✈n ✈n fl✈nn✈ls ✈nd bl✈z✈rs, ✈n✈ ✈f th✈m 
c✈rry✈ng th✈ l✈ng gr✈✈n w✈ck✈tb✈g. ✈n ✈ qu✈✈t bystr✈✈t ✈ 
G✈rm✈n b✈nd ✈f f✈v✈ pl✈y✈rs ✈n f✈d✈d un✈f✈rms ✈nd w✈th 
b✈tt✈r✈d br✈ss ✈nstrum✈nts w✈s pl✈y✈ng t✈ ✈n ✈ud✈✈nc✈ ✈f 



str✈✈t ✈r✈bs ✈nd l✈✈sur✈ly m✈ss✈ng✈r b✈ys. ✈ m✈✈d ✈n ✈ 
wh✈t✈ c✈p ✈nd ✈pr✈n w✈s w✈t✈r✈ng ✈ b✈x ✈f pl✈nts ✈n ✈ s✈ll 
wh✈ch sh✈n✈ l✈k✈ ✈ sl✈b ✈f l✈m✈st✈n✈ ✈n th✈ w✈rm gl✈r✈. 
Fr✈m ✈n✈th✈r w✈nd✈w ✈p✈n t✈ th✈ ✈✈r c✈m✈ th✈ s✈und ✈f ✈ 
p✈✈n✈, sc✈l✈ ✈ft✈r sc✈l✈ r✈s✈ng ✈nt✈ th✈ tr✈bl✈. 

St✈ph✈n w✈lk✈d ✈n ✈t h✈s f✈th✈r’s s✈d✈, l✈st✈n✈ng t✈ 
st✈r✈✈s h✈ h✈d h✈✈rd b✈f✈r✈, h✈✈r✈ng ✈g✈✈n th✈ n✈m✈s ✈f 
th✈ sc✈tt✈r✈d ✈nd d✈✈d r✈v✈ll✈rs wh✈ h✈d b✈✈n th✈ 
c✈mp✈n✈✈ns ✈f h✈s f✈th✈r’s y✈uth. ✈nd ✈ f✈✈nt s✈ckn✈ss 
s✈gh✈d ✈n h✈s h✈✈rt. H✈ r✈c✈ll✈d h✈s ✈wn ✈qu✈v✈c✈l 
p✈s✈t✈✈n ✈n B✈lv✈d✈r✈, ✈ fr✈✈ b✈y, ✈ l✈✈d✈r ✈fr✈✈d ✈f 
h✈s ✈wn ✈uth✈r✈ty, pr✈ud ✈nd s✈ns✈t✈v✈ ✈nd susp✈c✈✈us, 
b✈ttl✈ng ✈g✈✈nst th✈ squ✈l✈r ✈f h✈s l✈f✈ ✈nd ✈g✈✈nst th✈ r✈✈t 
✈f h✈s m✈nd. Th✈ l✈tt✈rs cut ✈n th✈ st✈✈n✈d w✈✈d ✈f th✈ d✈sk 
st✈r✈d up✈n h✈m, m✈ck✈ng h✈s b✈d✈ly w✈✈kn✈ss ✈nd fut✈l✈ 
✈nthus✈✈sms ✈nd m✈k✈ng h✈m l✈✈th✈ h✈ms✈lf f✈r h✈s ✈wn m✈d 
✈nd f✈lthy ✈rg✈✈s. Th✈ sp✈ttl✈ ✈n h✈s thr✈✈t gr✈w b✈tt✈r ✈nd 
f✈ul t✈ sw✈ll✈w ✈nd th✈ f✈✈nt s✈ckn✈ss cl✈mb✈d t✈ h✈s br✈✈n 
s✈ th✈t f✈r ✈ m✈m✈nt h✈ cl✈s✈d h✈s ✈y✈s ✈nd w✈lk✈d ✈n ✈n 
d✈rkn✈ss. 

H✈ c✈uld st✈ll h✈✈r h✈s f✈th✈r’s v✈✈c✈— 
—Wh✈n y✈u k✈ck ✈ut f✈r y✈urs✈lf, St✈ph✈n—✈s ✈ d✈r✈s✈y y✈u 

w✈ll ✈n✈ ✈f th✈s✈ d✈ys—r✈m✈mb✈r, wh✈t✈v✈r y✈u d✈, t✈ m✈x 
w✈th g✈ntl✈m✈n. Wh✈n ✈ w✈s ✈ y✈ung f✈ll✈w ✈ t✈ll y✈u ✈ 
✈nj✈y✈d mys✈lf. ✈ m✈x✈d w✈th f✈n✈ d✈c✈nt f✈ll✈ws. 
✈v✈ry✈n✈ ✈f us c✈uld d✈ s✈m✈th✈ng. ✈n✈ f✈ll✈w h✈d ✈ g✈✈d 
v✈✈c✈, ✈n✈th✈r f✈ll✈w w✈s ✈ g✈✈d ✈ct✈r, ✈n✈th✈r c✈uld s✈ng 
✈ g✈✈d c✈m✈c s✈ng, ✈n✈th✈r w✈s ✈ g✈✈d ✈✈rsm✈n ✈r ✈ g✈✈d 
r✈ck✈t pl✈y✈r, ✈n✈th✈r c✈uld t✈ll ✈ g✈✈d st✈ry ✈nd s✈ ✈n. W✈ 
k✈pt th✈ b✈ll r✈ll✈ng ✈nyh✈w ✈nd ✈nj✈y✈d ✈urs✈lv✈s ✈nd s✈w ✈ 
b✈t ✈f l✈f✈ ✈nd w✈ w✈r✈ n✈n✈ th✈ w✈rs✈ ✈f ✈t ✈✈th✈r. But w✈ 
w✈r✈ ✈ll g✈ntl✈m✈n, St✈ph✈n—✈t l✈✈st ✈ h✈p✈ w✈ w✈r✈—✈nd 
bl✈✈dy g✈✈d h✈n✈st ✈r✈shm✈n t✈✈. Th✈t’s th✈ k✈nd ✈f f✈ll✈ws 
✈ w✈nt y✈u t✈ ✈ss✈c✈✈t✈ w✈th, f✈ll✈ws ✈f th✈ r✈ght k✈dn✈y. 
✈’m t✈lk✈ng t✈ y✈u ✈s ✈ fr✈✈nd, St✈ph✈n. ✈ d✈n’t b✈l✈✈v✈ ✈ 
s✈n sh✈uld b✈ ✈fr✈✈d ✈f h✈s f✈th✈r. N✈, ✈ tr✈✈t y✈u ✈s y✈ur 
gr✈ndf✈th✈r tr✈✈t✈d m✈ wh✈n ✈ w✈s ✈ y✈ung ch✈p. W✈ w✈r✈ 
m✈r✈ l✈k✈ br✈th✈rs th✈n f✈th✈r ✈nd s✈n. ✈’ll n✈v✈r f✈rg✈t th✈ 



f✈rst d✈y h✈ c✈ught m✈ sm✈k✈ng. ✈ w✈s st✈nd✈ng ✈t th✈ ✈nd ✈f 
th✈ S✈uth T✈rr✈c✈ ✈n✈ d✈y w✈th s✈m✈ m✈n✈✈ns l✈k✈ mys✈lf 
✈nd sur✈ w✈ th✈ught w✈ w✈r✈ gr✈nd f✈ll✈ws b✈c✈us✈ w✈ h✈d 
p✈p✈s stuck ✈n th✈ c✈rn✈rs ✈f ✈ur m✈uths. Sudd✈nly th✈ g✈v✈rn✈r 
p✈ss✈d. H✈ d✈dn’t s✈y ✈ w✈rd, ✈r st✈p ✈v✈n. But th✈ n✈xt d✈y, 
Sund✈y, w✈ w✈r✈ ✈ut f✈r ✈ w✈lk t✈g✈th✈r ✈nd wh✈n w✈ w✈r✈ 
c✈m✈ng h✈m✈ h✈ t✈✈k ✈ut h✈s c✈g✈r c✈s✈ ✈nd s✈✈d:—By th✈ 
by, S✈m✈n, ✈ d✈dn’t kn✈w y✈u sm✈k✈d, ✈r s✈m✈th✈ng l✈k✈ 
th✈t.—✈f c✈urs✈ ✈ tr✈✈d t✈ c✈rry ✈t ✈ff ✈s b✈st ✈ c✈uld.—✈f y✈u 
w✈nt ✈ g✈✈d sm✈k✈, h✈ s✈✈d, try ✈n✈ ✈f th✈s✈ c✈g✈rs. ✈n 
✈m✈r✈c✈n c✈pt✈✈n m✈d✈ m✈ ✈ pr✈s✈nt ✈f th✈m l✈st n✈ght ✈n 
Qu✈✈nst✈wn. 

St✈ph✈n h✈✈rd h✈s f✈th✈r’s v✈✈c✈ br✈✈k ✈nt✈ ✈ l✈ugh wh✈ch 
w✈s ✈lm✈st ✈ s✈b. 

—H✈ w✈s th✈ h✈nds✈m✈st m✈n ✈n C✈rk ✈t th✈t t✈m✈, by G✈d 
h✈ w✈s! Th✈ w✈m✈n us✈d t✈ st✈nd t✈ l✈✈k ✈ft✈r h✈m ✈n th✈ 
str✈✈t. 

H✈ h✈✈rd th✈ s✈b p✈ss✈ng l✈udly d✈wn h✈s f✈th✈r’s thr✈✈t ✈nd 
✈p✈n✈d h✈s ✈y✈s w✈th ✈ n✈rv✈us ✈mpuls✈. Th✈ sunl✈ght 
br✈✈k✈ng sudd✈nly ✈n h✈s s✈ght turn✈d th✈ sky ✈nd cl✈uds ✈nt✈ ✈ 
f✈nt✈st✈c w✈rld ✈f s✈mbr✈ m✈ss✈s w✈th l✈k✈l✈k✈ sp✈c✈s ✈f 
d✈rk r✈sy l✈ght. H✈s v✈ry br✈✈n w✈s s✈ck ✈nd p✈w✈rl✈ss. H✈ 
c✈uld sc✈rc✈ly ✈nt✈rpr✈t th✈ l✈tt✈rs ✈f th✈ s✈gnb✈✈rds ✈f th✈ 
sh✈ps. By h✈s m✈nstr✈us w✈y ✈f l✈f✈ h✈ s✈✈m✈d t✈ h✈v✈ put 
h✈ms✈lf b✈y✈nd th✈ l✈m✈ts ✈f r✈✈l✈ty. N✈th✈ng m✈v✈d h✈m ✈r 
sp✈k✈ t✈ h✈m fr✈m th✈ r✈✈l w✈rld unl✈ss h✈ h✈✈rd ✈n ✈t ✈n 
✈ch✈ ✈f th✈ ✈nfur✈✈t✈d cr✈✈s w✈th✈n h✈m. H✈ c✈uld r✈sp✈nd 
t✈ n✈ ✈✈rthly ✈r hum✈n ✈pp✈✈l, dumb ✈nd ✈ns✈ns✈bl✈ t✈ th✈ 
c✈ll ✈f summ✈r ✈nd gl✈dn✈ss ✈nd c✈mp✈n✈✈nsh✈p, w✈✈r✈✈d 
✈nd d✈j✈ct✈d by h✈s f✈th✈r’s v✈✈c✈. H✈ c✈uld sc✈rc✈ly 
r✈c✈gn✈s✈ ✈s h✈s ✈wn th✈ughts, ✈nd r✈p✈✈t✈d sl✈wly t✈ 
h✈ms✈lf: 

—✈ ✈m St✈ph✈n D✈d✈lus. ✈ ✈m w✈lk✈ng b✈s✈d✈ my f✈th✈r 
wh✈s✈ n✈m✈ ✈s S✈m✈n D✈d✈lus. W✈ ✈r✈ ✈n C✈rk, ✈n ✈r✈l✈nd. 
C✈rk ✈s ✈ c✈ty. ✈ur r✈✈m ✈s ✈n th✈ V✈ct✈r✈✈ H✈t✈l. 
V✈ct✈r✈✈ ✈nd St✈ph✈n ✈nd S✈m✈n. S✈m✈n ✈nd St✈ph✈n ✈nd 
V✈ct✈r✈✈. N✈m✈s. 



Th✈ m✈m✈ry ✈f h✈s ch✈ldh✈✈d sudd✈nly gr✈w d✈m. H✈ tr✈✈d 
t✈ c✈ll f✈rth s✈m✈ ✈f ✈ts v✈v✈d m✈m✈nts but c✈uld n✈t. H✈ 
r✈c✈ll✈d ✈nly n✈m✈s. D✈nt✈, P✈rn✈ll, Cl✈n✈, Cl✈ng✈w✈s. ✈ 
l✈ttl✈ b✈y h✈d b✈✈n t✈ught g✈✈gr✈phy by ✈n ✈ld w✈m✈n wh✈ 
k✈pt tw✈ brush✈s ✈n h✈r w✈rdr✈b✈. Th✈n h✈ h✈d b✈✈n s✈nt ✈w✈y 
fr✈m h✈m✈ t✈ ✈ c✈ll✈g✈, h✈ h✈d m✈d✈ h✈s f✈rst c✈mmun✈✈n 
✈nd ✈✈t✈n sl✈m j✈m ✈ut ✈f h✈s cr✈ck✈tc✈p ✈nd w✈tch✈d th✈ 
f✈r✈l✈ght l✈✈p✈ng ✈nd d✈nc✈ng ✈n th✈ w✈ll ✈f ✈ l✈ttl✈ 
b✈dr✈✈m ✈n th✈ ✈nf✈rm✈ry ✈nd dr✈✈m✈d ✈f b✈✈ng d✈✈d, ✈f 
m✈ss b✈✈ng s✈✈d f✈r h✈m by th✈ r✈ct✈r ✈n ✈ bl✈ck ✈nd g✈ld 
c✈p✈, ✈f b✈✈ng bur✈✈d th✈n ✈n th✈ l✈ttl✈ gr✈v✈y✈rd ✈f th✈ 
c✈mmun✈ty ✈ff th✈ m✈✈n ✈v✈nu✈ ✈f l✈m✈s. But h✈ h✈d n✈t 
d✈✈d th✈n. P✈rn✈ll h✈d d✈✈d. Th✈r✈ h✈d b✈✈n n✈ m✈ss f✈r th✈ 
d✈✈d ✈n th✈ ch✈p✈l ✈nd n✈ pr✈c✈ss✈✈n. H✈ h✈d n✈t d✈✈d but 
h✈ h✈d f✈d✈d ✈ut l✈k✈ ✈ f✈lm ✈n th✈ sun. H✈ h✈d b✈✈n l✈st ✈r 
h✈d w✈nd✈r✈d ✈ut ✈f ✈x✈st✈nc✈ f✈r h✈ n✈ l✈ng✈r ✈x✈st✈d. 
H✈w str✈ng✈ t✈ th✈nk ✈f h✈m p✈ss✈ng ✈ut ✈f ✈x✈st✈nc✈ ✈n such 
✈ w✈y, n✈t by d✈✈th but by f✈d✈ng ✈ut ✈n th✈ sun ✈r by b✈✈ng l✈st 
✈nd f✈rg✈tt✈n s✈m✈wh✈r✈ ✈n th✈ un✈v✈rs✈! ✈t w✈s str✈ng✈ t✈ 
s✈✈ h✈s sm✈ll b✈dy ✈pp✈✈r ✈g✈✈n f✈r ✈ m✈m✈nt: ✈ l✈ttl✈ b✈y 
✈n ✈ gr✈y b✈lt✈d su✈t. H✈s h✈nds w✈r✈ ✈n h✈s s✈d✈p✈ck✈ts ✈nd 
h✈s tr✈us✈rs w✈r✈ tuck✈d ✈n ✈t th✈ kn✈✈s by ✈l✈st✈c b✈nds. 
✈n th✈ ✈v✈n✈ng ✈f th✈ d✈y ✈n wh✈ch th✈ pr✈p✈rty w✈s s✈ld 

St✈ph✈n f✈ll✈w✈d h✈s f✈th✈r m✈✈kly ✈b✈ut th✈ c✈ty fr✈m b✈r t✈ 
b✈r. T✈ th✈ s✈ll✈rs ✈n th✈ m✈rk✈t, t✈ th✈ b✈rm✈n ✈nd b✈rm✈✈ds, 
t✈ th✈ b✈gg✈rs wh✈ ✈mp✈rtun✈d h✈m f✈r ✈ l✈b Mr D✈d✈lus t✈ld 
th✈ s✈m✈ t✈l✈, th✈t h✈ w✈s ✈n ✈ld C✈rk✈n✈✈n, th✈t h✈ h✈d 
b✈✈n try✈ng f✈r th✈rty y✈✈rs t✈ g✈t r✈d ✈f h✈s C✈rk ✈cc✈nt up ✈n 
Dubl✈n ✈nd th✈t P✈t✈r P✈ck✈ck✈f✈x b✈s✈d✈ h✈m w✈s h✈s 
✈ld✈st s✈n but th✈t h✈ w✈s ✈nly ✈ Dubl✈n j✈ck✈✈n. 

Th✈y h✈d s✈t ✈ut ✈✈rly ✈n th✈ m✈rn✈ng fr✈m N✈wc✈mb✈’s 
c✈ff✈✈h✈us✈, wh✈r✈ Mr D✈d✈lus’ cup h✈d r✈ttl✈d n✈✈s✈ly 
✈g✈✈nst ✈ts s✈uc✈r, ✈nd St✈ph✈n h✈d tr✈✈d t✈ c✈v✈r th✈t 
sh✈m✈ful s✈gn ✈f h✈s f✈th✈r’s dr✈nk✈ng b✈ut ✈f th✈ n✈ght b✈f✈r✈ 
by m✈v✈ng h✈s ch✈✈r ✈nd c✈ugh✈ng. ✈n✈ hum✈l✈✈t✈✈n h✈d 
succ✈✈d✈d ✈n✈th✈r—th✈ f✈ls✈ sm✈l✈s ✈f th✈ m✈rk✈t s✈ll✈rs, 
th✈ curv✈t✈ngs ✈nd ✈gl✈ngs ✈f th✈ b✈rm✈✈ds w✈th wh✈m h✈s 
f✈th✈r fl✈rt✈d, th✈ c✈mpl✈m✈nts ✈nd ✈nc✈ur✈g✈ng w✈rds ✈f h✈s 



f✈th✈r’s fr✈✈nds. Th✈y h✈d t✈ld h✈m th✈t h✈ h✈d ✈ gr✈✈t l✈✈k 
✈f h✈s gr✈ndf✈th✈r ✈nd Mr D✈d✈lus h✈d ✈gr✈✈d th✈t h✈ w✈s ✈n 
ugly l✈k✈n✈ss. Th✈y h✈d un✈✈rth✈d tr✈c✈s ✈f ✈ C✈rk ✈cc✈nt ✈n 
h✈s sp✈✈ch ✈nd m✈d✈ h✈m ✈dm✈t th✈t th✈ L✈✈ w✈s ✈ much 
f✈n✈r r✈v✈r th✈n th✈ L✈ff✈y. ✈n✈ ✈f th✈m, ✈n ✈rd✈r t✈ put h✈s 
L✈t✈n t✈ th✈ pr✈✈f, h✈d m✈d✈ h✈m tr✈nsl✈t✈ sh✈rt p✈ss✈g✈s 
fr✈m D✈l✈ctus ✈nd ✈sk✈d h✈m wh✈th✈r ✈t w✈s c✈rr✈ct t✈ 
s✈y: T✈mp✈r✈ mut✈ntur n✈s ✈t mut✈mur ✈n ✈ll✈s ✈r T✈mp✈r✈ 
mut✈ntur ✈t n✈s mut✈mur ✈n ✈ll✈s. ✈n✈th✈r, ✈ br✈sk ✈ld m✈n, 
wh✈m Mr D✈d✈lus c✈ll✈d J✈hnny C✈shm✈n, h✈d c✈v✈r✈d h✈m 
w✈th c✈nfus✈✈n by ✈sk✈ng h✈m t✈ s✈y wh✈ch w✈r✈ pr✈tt✈✈r, th✈ 
Dubl✈n g✈rls ✈r th✈ C✈rk g✈rls. 

—H✈’s n✈t th✈t w✈y bu✈lt, s✈✈d Mr D✈d✈lus. L✈✈v✈ h✈m 
✈l✈n✈. H✈’s ✈ l✈v✈lh✈✈d✈d th✈nk✈ng b✈y wh✈ d✈✈sn’t b✈th✈r 
h✈s h✈✈d ✈b✈ut th✈t k✈nd ✈f n✈ns✈ns✈. 

—Th✈n h✈’s n✈t h✈s f✈th✈r’s s✈n, s✈✈d th✈ l✈ttl✈ ✈ld m✈n. 
—✈ d✈n’t kn✈w, ✈’m sur✈, s✈✈d Mr D✈d✈lus, sm✈l✈ng 

c✈mpl✈c✈ntly. 
—Y✈ur f✈th✈r, s✈✈d th✈ l✈ttl✈ ✈ld m✈n t✈ St✈ph✈n, w✈s th✈ 

b✈ld✈st fl✈rt ✈n th✈ c✈ty ✈f C✈rk ✈n h✈s d✈y. D✈ y✈u kn✈w th✈t? 
St✈ph✈n l✈✈k✈d d✈wn ✈nd stud✈✈d th✈ t✈l✈d fl✈✈r ✈f th✈ b✈r 

✈nt✈ wh✈ch th✈y h✈d dr✈ft✈d. 
—N✈w d✈n’t b✈ putt✈ng ✈d✈✈s ✈nt✈ h✈s h✈✈d, s✈✈d Mr 

D✈d✈lus. L✈✈v✈ h✈m t✈ h✈s M✈k✈r. 
—Y✈rr✈, sur✈ ✈ w✈uldn’t put ✈ny ✈d✈✈s ✈nt✈ h✈s h✈✈d. ✈’m 

✈ld ✈n✈ugh t✈ b✈ h✈s gr✈ndf✈th✈r. ✈nd ✈ ✈m ✈ gr✈ndf✈th✈r, 
s✈✈d th✈ l✈ttl✈ ✈ld m✈n t✈ St✈ph✈n. D✈ y✈u kn✈w th✈t? 

—✈r✈ y✈u? ✈sk✈d St✈ph✈n. 
—B✈d✈d ✈ ✈m, s✈✈d th✈ l✈ttl✈ ✈ld m✈n. ✈ h✈v✈ tw✈ 

b✈unc✈ng gr✈ndch✈ldr✈n ✈ut ✈t Sund✈y’s W✈ll. N✈w, th✈n! Wh✈t 
✈g✈ d✈ y✈u th✈nk ✈ ✈m? ✈nd ✈ r✈m✈mb✈r s✈✈✈ng y✈ur 
gr✈ndf✈th✈r ✈n h✈s r✈d c✈✈t r✈d✈ng ✈ut t✈ h✈unds. Th✈t w✈s 
b✈f✈r✈ y✈u w✈r✈ b✈rn. 

—✈y, ✈r th✈ught ✈f, s✈✈d Mr D✈d✈lus. 
—B✈d✈d ✈ d✈d, r✈p✈✈t✈d th✈ l✈ttl✈ ✈ld m✈n. ✈nd, m✈r✈ th✈n 

th✈t, ✈ c✈n r✈m✈mb✈r ✈v✈n y✈ur gr✈✈tgr✈ndf✈th✈r, ✈ld J✈hn 



St✈ph✈n D✈d✈lus, ✈nd ✈ f✈✈rc✈ ✈ld f✈r✈-✈✈t✈r h✈ w✈s. N✈w, 
th✈n! Th✈r✈’s ✈ m✈m✈ry f✈r y✈u! 

—Th✈t’s thr✈✈ g✈n✈r✈t✈✈ns—f✈ur g✈n✈r✈t✈✈ns, s✈✈d 
✈n✈th✈r ✈f th✈ c✈mp✈ny. Why, J✈hnny C✈shm✈n, y✈u must b✈ 
n✈✈r✈ng th✈ c✈ntury. 

—W✈ll, ✈’ll t✈ll y✈u th✈ truth, s✈✈d th✈ l✈ttl✈ ✈ld m✈n. ✈’m just 
tw✈ntys✈v✈n y✈✈rs ✈f ✈g✈. 

—W✈’r✈ ✈s ✈ld ✈s w✈ f✈✈l, J✈hnny, s✈✈d Mr D✈d✈lus. ✈nd just 
f✈n✈sh wh✈t y✈u h✈v✈ th✈r✈ ✈nd w✈’ll h✈v✈ ✈n✈th✈r. H✈r✈, 
T✈m ✈r T✈m ✈r wh✈t✈v✈r y✈ur n✈m✈ ✈s, g✈v✈ us th✈ s✈m✈ 
✈g✈✈n h✈r✈. By G✈d, ✈ d✈n’t f✈✈l m✈r✈ th✈n ✈✈ght✈✈n mys✈lf. 
Th✈r✈’s th✈t s✈n ✈f m✈n✈ th✈r✈ n✈t h✈lf my ✈g✈ ✈nd ✈’m ✈ 
b✈tt✈r m✈n th✈n h✈ ✈s ✈ny d✈y ✈f th✈ w✈✈k. 

—Dr✈w ✈t m✈ld n✈w, D✈d✈lus. ✈ th✈nk ✈t’s t✈m✈ f✈r y✈u t✈ 
t✈k✈ ✈ b✈ck s✈✈t, s✈✈d th✈ g✈ntl✈m✈n wh✈ h✈d sp✈k✈n 
b✈f✈r✈. 

—N✈, by G✈d! ✈ss✈rt✈d Mr D✈d✈lus. ✈’ll s✈ng ✈ t✈n✈r s✈ng 
✈g✈✈nst h✈m ✈r ✈’ll v✈ult ✈ f✈v✈-b✈rr✈d g✈t✈ ✈g✈✈nst h✈m ✈r 
✈’ll run w✈th h✈m ✈ft✈r th✈ h✈unds ✈cr✈ss th✈ c✈untry ✈s ✈ d✈d 
th✈rty y✈✈rs ✈g✈ ✈l✈ng w✈th th✈ K✈rry B✈y ✈nd th✈ b✈st m✈n f✈r 
✈t. 

—But h✈’ll b✈✈t y✈u h✈r✈, s✈✈d th✈ l✈ttl✈ ✈ld m✈n, t✈pp✈ng 
h✈s f✈r✈h✈✈d ✈nd r✈✈s✈ng h✈s gl✈ss t✈ dr✈✈n ✈t. 

—W✈ll, ✈ h✈p✈ h✈’ll b✈ ✈s g✈✈d ✈ m✈n ✈s h✈s f✈th✈r. Th✈t’s 
✈ll ✈ c✈n s✈y, s✈✈d Mr D✈d✈lus. 

—✈f h✈ ✈s, h✈’ll d✈, s✈✈d th✈ l✈ttl✈ ✈ld m✈n. 
—✈nd th✈nks b✈ t✈ G✈d, J✈hnny, s✈✈d Mr D✈d✈lus, th✈t w✈ 

l✈v✈d s✈ l✈ng ✈nd d✈d s✈ l✈ttl✈ h✈rm. 
—But d✈d s✈ much g✈✈d, S✈m✈n, s✈✈d th✈ l✈ttl✈ ✈ld m✈n 

gr✈v✈ly. Th✈nks b✈ t✈ G✈d w✈ l✈v✈d s✈ l✈ng ✈nd d✈d s✈ much 
g✈✈d. 

St✈ph✈n w✈tch✈d th✈ thr✈✈ gl✈ss✈s b✈✈ng r✈✈s✈d fr✈m th✈ 
c✈unt✈r ✈s h✈s f✈th✈r ✈nd h✈s tw✈ cr✈n✈✈s dr✈nk t✈ th✈ 
m✈m✈ry ✈f th✈✈r p✈st. ✈n ✈byss ✈f f✈rtun✈ ✈r ✈f t✈mp✈r✈m✈nt 
sund✈r✈d h✈m fr✈m th✈m. H✈s m✈nd s✈✈m✈d ✈ld✈r th✈n th✈✈rs: 
✈t sh✈n✈ c✈ldly ✈n th✈✈r str✈f✈s ✈nd h✈pp✈n✈ss ✈nd r✈gr✈ts 
l✈k✈ ✈ m✈✈n up✈n ✈ y✈ung✈r ✈✈rth. N✈ l✈f✈ ✈r y✈uth st✈rr✈d 



✈n h✈m ✈s ✈t h✈d st✈rr✈d ✈n th✈m. H✈ h✈d kn✈wn n✈✈th✈r th✈ 
pl✈✈sur✈ ✈f c✈mp✈n✈✈nsh✈p w✈th ✈th✈rs n✈r th✈ v✈g✈ur ✈f 
rud✈ m✈l✈ h✈✈lth n✈r f✈l✈✈l p✈✈ty. N✈th✈ng st✈rr✈d w✈th✈n 
h✈s s✈ul but ✈ c✈ld ✈nd cru✈l ✈nd l✈v✈l✈ss lust. H✈s ch✈ldh✈✈d 
w✈s d✈✈d ✈r l✈st ✈nd w✈th ✈t h✈s s✈ul c✈p✈bl✈ ✈f s✈mpl✈ j✈ys 
✈nd h✈ w✈s dr✈ft✈ng ✈m✈d l✈f✈ l✈k✈ th✈ b✈rr✈n sh✈ll ✈f th✈ 
m✈✈n. 

✈rt th✈u p✈l✈ f✈r w✈✈r✈n✈ss 
✈f cl✈mb✈ng h✈✈v✈n ✈nd g✈z✈ng ✈n th✈ ✈✈rth, 
W✈nd✈r✈ng c✈mp✈n✈✈nl✈ss...? 

H✈ r✈p✈✈t✈d t✈ h✈ms✈lf th✈ l✈n✈s ✈f Sh✈ll✈y’s fr✈gm✈nt. ✈ts 
✈lt✈rn✈t✈✈n ✈f s✈d hum✈n ✈n✈ff✈ct✈v✈n✈ss w✈th v✈st 
✈nhum✈n cycl✈s ✈f ✈ct✈v✈ty ch✈ll✈d h✈m ✈nd h✈ f✈rg✈t h✈s ✈wn 
hum✈n ✈nd ✈n✈ff✈ctu✈l gr✈✈v✈ng. 

 

St✈ph✈n’s m✈th✈r ✈nd h✈s br✈th✈r ✈nd ✈n✈ ✈f h✈s c✈us✈ns 
w✈✈t✈d ✈t th✈ c✈rn✈r ✈f qu✈✈t F✈st✈r Pl✈c✈ wh✈l✈ h✈ ✈nd h✈s 
f✈th✈r w✈nt up th✈ st✈ps ✈nd ✈l✈ng th✈ c✈l✈nn✈d✈ wh✈r✈ th✈ 
H✈ghl✈nd s✈ntry w✈s p✈r✈d✈ng. Wh✈n th✈y h✈d p✈ss✈d ✈nt✈ th✈ 
gr✈✈t h✈ll ✈nd st✈✈d ✈t th✈ c✈unt✈r St✈ph✈n dr✈w f✈rth h✈s 
✈rd✈rs ✈n th✈ g✈v✈rn✈r ✈f th✈ b✈nk ✈f ✈r✈l✈nd f✈r th✈rty ✈nd 
thr✈✈ p✈unds; ✈nd th✈s✈ sums, th✈ m✈n✈ys ✈f h✈s ✈xh✈b✈t✈✈n 
✈nd ✈ss✈y pr✈z✈, w✈r✈ p✈✈d ✈v✈r t✈ h✈m r✈p✈dly by th✈ t✈ll✈r 
✈n n✈t✈s ✈nd ✈n c✈✈n r✈sp✈ct✈v✈ly. H✈ b✈st✈w✈d th✈m ✈n h✈s 
p✈ck✈ts w✈th f✈✈gn✈d c✈mp✈sur✈ ✈nd suff✈r✈d th✈ fr✈✈ndly 
t✈ll✈r, t✈ wh✈m h✈s f✈th✈r ch✈tt✈d, t✈ t✈k✈ h✈s h✈nd ✈cr✈ss th✈ 
br✈✈d c✈unt✈r ✈nd w✈sh h✈m ✈ br✈ll✈✈nt c✈r✈✈r ✈n ✈ft✈r 
l✈f✈. H✈ w✈s ✈mp✈t✈✈nt ✈f th✈✈r v✈✈c✈s ✈nd c✈uld n✈t k✈✈p 
h✈s f✈✈t ✈t r✈st. But th✈ t✈ll✈r st✈ll d✈f✈rr✈d th✈ s✈rv✈ng ✈f 
✈th✈rs t✈ s✈y h✈ w✈s l✈v✈ng ✈n ch✈ng✈d t✈m✈s ✈nd th✈t th✈r✈ 
w✈s n✈th✈ng l✈k✈ g✈v✈ng ✈ b✈y th✈ b✈st ✈duc✈t✈✈n th✈t 
m✈n✈y c✈uld buy. Mr D✈d✈lus l✈ng✈r✈d ✈n th✈ h✈ll g✈z✈ng ✈b✈ut 
h✈m ✈nd up ✈t th✈ r✈✈f ✈nd t✈ll✈ng St✈ph✈n, wh✈ urg✈d h✈m t✈ 
c✈m✈ ✈ut, th✈t th✈y w✈r✈ st✈nd✈ng ✈n th✈ h✈us✈ ✈f c✈mm✈ns 
✈f th✈ ✈ld ✈r✈sh p✈rl✈✈m✈nt. 



—G✈d h✈lp us! h✈ s✈✈d p✈✈usly, t✈ th✈nk ✈f th✈ m✈n ✈f th✈s✈ 
t✈m✈s, St✈ph✈n, H✈ly Hutch✈ns✈n ✈nd Fl✈✈d ✈nd H✈nry Gr✈tt✈n 
✈nd Ch✈rl✈s K✈nd✈l Bush✈, ✈nd th✈ n✈bl✈m✈n w✈ h✈v✈ n✈w, 
l✈✈d✈rs ✈f th✈ ✈r✈sh p✈✈pl✈ ✈t h✈m✈ ✈nd ✈br✈✈d. Why, by 
G✈d, th✈y w✈uldn’t b✈ s✈✈n d✈✈d ✈n ✈ t✈n-✈cr✈ f✈✈ld w✈th 
th✈m. N✈, St✈ph✈n, ✈ld ch✈p, ✈’m s✈rry t✈ s✈y th✈t th✈y ✈r✈ ✈nly 
✈s ✈ r✈v✈d ✈ut ✈n✈ f✈n✈ M✈y m✈rn✈ng ✈n th✈ m✈rry m✈nth ✈f 
sw✈✈t July. 
✈ k✈✈n ✈ct✈b✈r w✈nd w✈s bl✈w✈ng r✈und th✈ b✈nk. Th✈ thr✈✈ 

f✈gur✈s st✈nd✈ng ✈t th✈ ✈dg✈ ✈f th✈ muddy p✈th h✈d p✈nch✈d 
ch✈✈ks ✈nd w✈t✈ry ✈y✈s. St✈ph✈n l✈✈k✈d ✈t h✈s th✈nly cl✈d 
m✈th✈r ✈nd r✈m✈mb✈r✈d th✈t ✈ f✈w d✈ys b✈f✈r✈ h✈ h✈d s✈✈n 
✈ m✈ntl✈ pr✈c✈d ✈t tw✈nty gu✈n✈✈s ✈n th✈ w✈nd✈ws ✈f 
B✈rn✈rd✈’s. 

—W✈ll th✈t’s d✈n✈, s✈✈d Mr D✈d✈lus. 
—W✈ h✈d b✈tt✈r g✈ t✈ d✈nn✈r, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n. Wh✈r✈? 
—D✈nn✈r? s✈✈d Mr D✈d✈lus. W✈ll, ✈ supp✈s✈ w✈ h✈d b✈tt✈r, 

wh✈t? 
—S✈m✈ pl✈c✈ th✈t’s n✈t t✈✈ d✈✈r, s✈✈d Mrs D✈d✈lus. 
—Und✈rd✈n✈’s? 
—Y✈s. S✈m✈ qu✈✈t pl✈c✈. 
—C✈m✈ ✈l✈ng, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n qu✈ckly. ✈t d✈✈sn’t m✈tt✈r 

✈b✈ut th✈ d✈✈rn✈ss. 
H✈ w✈lk✈d ✈n b✈f✈r✈ th✈m w✈th sh✈rt n✈rv✈us st✈ps, sm✈l✈ng. 

Th✈y tr✈✈d t✈ k✈✈p up w✈th h✈m, sm✈l✈ng ✈ls✈ ✈t h✈s 
✈✈g✈rn✈ss. 

—T✈k✈ ✈t ✈✈sy l✈k✈ ✈ g✈✈d y✈ung f✈ll✈w, s✈✈d h✈s f✈th✈r. 
W✈’r✈ n✈t ✈ut f✈r th✈ h✈lf m✈l✈, ✈r✈ w✈? 

F✈r ✈ sw✈ft s✈✈s✈n ✈f m✈rrym✈k✈ng th✈ m✈n✈y ✈f h✈s 
pr✈z✈s r✈n thr✈ugh St✈ph✈n’s f✈ng✈rs. Gr✈✈t p✈rc✈ls ✈f 
gr✈c✈r✈✈s ✈nd d✈l✈c✈c✈✈s ✈nd dr✈✈d fru✈ts ✈rr✈v✈d fr✈m th✈ 
c✈ty. ✈v✈ry d✈y h✈ dr✈w up ✈ b✈ll ✈f f✈r✈ f✈r th✈ f✈m✈ly ✈nd 
✈v✈ry n✈ght l✈d ✈ p✈rty ✈f thr✈✈ ✈r f✈ur t✈ th✈ th✈✈tr✈ t✈ 
s✈✈ ✈ng✈m✈r ✈r Th✈ L✈dy ✈f Ly✈ns. ✈n h✈s c✈✈t p✈ck✈ts h✈ 
c✈rr✈✈d squ✈r✈s ✈f V✈✈nn✈ ch✈c✈l✈t✈ f✈r h✈s gu✈sts wh✈l✈ 
h✈s tr✈us✈rs’ p✈ck✈t bulg✈d w✈th m✈ss✈s ✈f s✈lv✈r ✈nd c✈pp✈r 
c✈✈ns. H✈ b✈ught pr✈s✈nts f✈r ✈v✈ry✈n✈, ✈v✈rh✈ul✈d h✈s 



r✈✈m, wr✈t✈ ✈ut r✈s✈lut✈✈ns, m✈rsh✈ll✈d h✈s b✈✈ks up ✈nd 
d✈wn th✈✈r sh✈lv✈s, p✈r✈d up✈n ✈ll k✈nds ✈f pr✈c✈ l✈sts, dr✈w up 
✈ f✈rm ✈f c✈mm✈nw✈✈lth f✈r th✈ h✈us✈h✈ld by wh✈ch ✈v✈ry 
m✈mb✈r ✈f ✈t h✈ld s✈m✈ ✈ff✈c✈, ✈p✈n✈d ✈ l✈✈n b✈nk f✈r h✈s 
f✈m✈ly ✈nd pr✈ss✈d l✈✈ns ✈n w✈ll✈ng b✈rr✈w✈rs s✈ th✈t h✈ 
m✈ght h✈v✈ th✈ pl✈✈sur✈ ✈f m✈k✈ng ✈ut r✈c✈✈pts ✈nd 
r✈ck✈n✈ng th✈ ✈nt✈r✈sts ✈n th✈ sums l✈nt. Wh✈n h✈ c✈uld d✈ n✈ 
m✈r✈ h✈ dr✈v✈ up ✈nd d✈wn th✈ c✈ty ✈n tr✈ms. Th✈n th✈ s✈✈s✈n 
✈f pl✈✈sur✈ c✈m✈ t✈ ✈n ✈nd. Th✈ p✈t ✈f p✈nk ✈n✈m✈l p✈✈nt 
g✈v✈ ✈ut ✈nd th✈ w✈✈nsc✈t ✈f h✈s b✈dr✈✈m r✈m✈✈n✈d w✈th 
✈ts unf✈n✈sh✈d ✈nd ✈llpl✈st✈r✈d c✈✈t. 

H✈s h✈us✈h✈ld r✈turn✈d t✈ ✈ts usu✈l w✈y ✈f l✈f✈. H✈s m✈th✈r 
h✈d n✈ furth✈r ✈cc✈s✈✈n t✈ upbr✈✈d h✈m f✈r squ✈nd✈r✈ng h✈s 
m✈n✈y. H✈, t✈✈, r✈turn✈d t✈ h✈s ✈ld l✈f✈ ✈t sch✈✈l ✈nd ✈ll h✈s 
n✈v✈l ✈nt✈rpr✈s✈s f✈ll t✈ p✈✈c✈s. Th✈ c✈mm✈nw✈✈lth f✈ll, th✈ 
l✈✈n b✈nk cl✈s✈d ✈ts c✈ff✈rs ✈nd ✈ts b✈✈ks ✈n ✈ s✈ns✈bl✈ l✈ss, 
th✈ rul✈s ✈f l✈f✈ wh✈ch h✈ h✈d dr✈wn ✈b✈ut h✈ms✈lf f✈ll ✈nt✈ 
d✈su✈tud✈. 

H✈w f✈✈l✈sh h✈s ✈✈m h✈d b✈✈n! H✈ h✈d tr✈✈d t✈ bu✈ld ✈ 
br✈✈kw✈t✈r ✈f ✈rd✈r ✈nd ✈l✈g✈nc✈ ✈g✈✈nst th✈ s✈rd✈d t✈d✈ 
✈f l✈f✈ w✈th✈ut h✈m ✈nd t✈ d✈m up, by rul✈s ✈f c✈nduct ✈nd 
✈ct✈v✈ ✈nt✈r✈st ✈nd n✈w f✈l✈✈l r✈l✈t✈✈ns, th✈ p✈w✈rful 
r✈curr✈nc✈ ✈f th✈ t✈d✈s w✈th✈n h✈m. Us✈l✈ss. Fr✈m w✈th✈ut ✈s 
fr✈m w✈th✈n th✈ w✈t✈r h✈d fl✈w✈d ✈v✈r h✈s b✈rr✈✈rs: th✈✈r 
t✈d✈s b✈g✈n ✈nc✈ m✈r✈ t✈ j✈stl✈ f✈✈rc✈ly ✈b✈v✈ th✈ 
crumbl✈d m✈l✈. 

H✈ s✈w cl✈✈rly, t✈✈, h✈s ✈wn fut✈l✈ ✈s✈l✈t✈✈n. H✈ h✈d n✈t 
g✈n✈ ✈n✈ st✈p n✈✈r✈r th✈ l✈v✈s h✈ h✈d s✈ught t✈ ✈ppr✈✈ch 
n✈r br✈dg✈d th✈ r✈stl✈ss sh✈m✈ ✈nd r✈nc✈ur th✈t h✈d d✈v✈d✈d 
h✈m fr✈m m✈th✈r ✈nd br✈th✈r ✈nd s✈st✈r. H✈ f✈lt th✈t h✈ w✈s 
h✈rdly ✈f th✈ ✈n✈ bl✈✈d w✈th th✈m but st✈✈d t✈ th✈m r✈th✈r ✈n 
th✈ myst✈c✈l k✈nsh✈p ✈f f✈st✈r✈g✈, f✈st✈rch✈ld ✈nd 
f✈st✈rbr✈th✈r. 

H✈ turn✈d t✈ ✈pp✈✈s✈ th✈ f✈✈rc✈ l✈ng✈ngs ✈f h✈s h✈✈rt 
b✈f✈r✈ wh✈ch ✈v✈ryth✈ng ✈ls✈ w✈s ✈dl✈ ✈nd ✈l✈✈n. H✈ 
c✈r✈d l✈ttl✈ th✈t h✈ w✈s ✈n m✈rt✈l s✈n, th✈t h✈s l✈f✈ h✈d gr✈wn 
t✈ b✈ ✈ t✈ssu✈ ✈f subt✈rfug✈ ✈nd f✈ls✈h✈✈d. B✈s✈d✈ th✈ 
s✈v✈g✈ d✈s✈r✈ w✈th✈n h✈m t✈ r✈✈l✈s✈ th✈ ✈n✈rm✈t✈✈s 



wh✈ch h✈ br✈✈d✈d ✈n n✈th✈ng w✈s s✈cr✈d. H✈ b✈r✈ cyn✈c✈lly 
w✈th th✈ sh✈m✈ful d✈t✈✈ls ✈f h✈s s✈cr✈t r✈✈ts ✈n wh✈ch h✈ 
✈xult✈d t✈ d✈f✈l✈ w✈th p✈t✈✈nc✈ wh✈t✈v✈r ✈m✈g✈ h✈d 
✈ttr✈ct✈d h✈s ✈y✈s. By d✈y ✈nd by n✈ght h✈ m✈v✈d ✈m✈ng 
d✈st✈rt✈d ✈m✈g✈s ✈f th✈ ✈ut✈r w✈rld. ✈ f✈gur✈ th✈t h✈d 
s✈✈m✈d t✈ h✈m by d✈y d✈mur✈ ✈nd ✈nn✈c✈nt c✈m✈ t✈w✈rds 
h✈m by n✈ght thr✈ugh th✈ w✈nd✈ng d✈rkn✈ss ✈f sl✈✈p, h✈r f✈c✈ 
tr✈nsf✈gur✈d by ✈ l✈ch✈r✈us cunn✈ng, h✈r ✈y✈s br✈ght w✈th 
brut✈sh j✈y. ✈nly th✈ m✈rn✈ng p✈✈n✈d h✈m w✈th ✈ts d✈m 
m✈m✈ry ✈f d✈rk ✈rg✈✈st✈c r✈✈t, ✈ts k✈✈n ✈nd hum✈l✈✈t✈ng 
s✈ns✈ ✈f tr✈nsgr✈ss✈✈n. 

H✈ r✈turn✈d t✈ h✈s w✈nd✈r✈ngs. Th✈ v✈✈l✈d ✈utumn✈l 
✈v✈n✈ngs l✈d h✈m fr✈m str✈✈t t✈ str✈✈t ✈s th✈y h✈d l✈d h✈m 
y✈✈rs b✈f✈r✈ ✈l✈ng th✈ qu✈✈t ✈v✈nu✈s ✈f Bl✈ckr✈ck. But n✈ 
v✈s✈✈n ✈f tr✈m fr✈nt g✈rd✈ns ✈r ✈f k✈ndly l✈ghts ✈n th✈ 
w✈nd✈ws p✈ur✈d ✈ t✈nd✈r ✈nflu✈nc✈ up✈n h✈m n✈w. ✈nly ✈t 
t✈m✈s, ✈n th✈ p✈us✈s ✈f h✈s d✈s✈r✈, wh✈n th✈ luxury th✈t w✈s 
w✈st✈ng h✈m g✈v✈ r✈✈m t✈ ✈ s✈ft✈r l✈ngu✈r, th✈ ✈m✈g✈ ✈f 
M✈rc✈d✈s tr✈v✈rs✈d th✈ b✈ckgr✈und ✈f h✈s m✈m✈ry. H✈ s✈w 
✈g✈✈n th✈ sm✈ll wh✈t✈ h✈us✈ ✈nd th✈ g✈rd✈n ✈f r✈s✈bush✈s 
✈n th✈ r✈✈d th✈t l✈d t✈ th✈ m✈unt✈✈ns ✈nd h✈ r✈m✈mb✈r✈d th✈ 
s✈dly pr✈ud g✈stur✈ ✈f r✈fus✈l wh✈ch h✈ w✈s t✈ m✈k✈ th✈r✈, 
st✈nd✈ng w✈th h✈r ✈n th✈ m✈✈nl✈t g✈rd✈n ✈ft✈r y✈✈rs ✈f 
✈str✈ng✈m✈nt ✈nd ✈dv✈ntur✈. ✈t th✈s✈ m✈m✈nts th✈ s✈ft 
sp✈✈ch✈s ✈f Cl✈ud✈ M✈ln✈tt✈ r✈s✈ t✈ h✈s l✈ps ✈nd ✈✈s✈d h✈s 
unr✈st. ✈ t✈nd✈r pr✈m✈n✈t✈✈n t✈uch✈d h✈m ✈f th✈ tryst h✈ h✈d 
th✈n l✈✈k✈d f✈rw✈rd t✈ ✈nd, ✈n sp✈t✈ ✈f th✈ h✈rr✈bl✈ r✈✈l✈ty 
wh✈ch l✈y b✈tw✈✈n h✈s h✈p✈ ✈f th✈n ✈nd n✈w, ✈f th✈ h✈ly 
✈nc✈unt✈r h✈ h✈d th✈n ✈m✈g✈n✈d ✈t wh✈ch w✈✈kn✈ss ✈nd 
t✈m✈d✈ty ✈nd ✈n✈xp✈r✈✈nc✈ w✈r✈ t✈ f✈ll fr✈m h✈m. 

Such m✈m✈nts p✈ss✈d ✈nd th✈ w✈st✈ng f✈r✈s ✈f lust spr✈ng up 
✈g✈✈n. Th✈ v✈rs✈s p✈ss✈d fr✈m h✈s l✈ps ✈nd th✈ ✈n✈rt✈cul✈t✈ 
cr✈✈s ✈nd th✈ unsp✈k✈n brut✈l w✈rds rush✈d f✈rth fr✈m h✈s br✈✈n 
t✈ f✈rc✈ ✈ p✈ss✈g✈. H✈s bl✈✈d w✈s ✈n r✈v✈lt. H✈ w✈nd✈r✈d 
up ✈nd d✈wn th✈ d✈rk sl✈my str✈✈ts p✈✈r✈ng ✈nt✈ th✈ gl✈✈m ✈f 
l✈n✈s ✈nd d✈✈rw✈ys, l✈st✈n✈ng ✈✈g✈rly f✈r ✈ny s✈und. H✈ 
m✈✈n✈d t✈ h✈ms✈lf l✈k✈ s✈m✈ b✈ffl✈d pr✈wl✈ng b✈✈st. H✈ 
w✈nt✈d t✈ s✈n w✈th ✈n✈th✈r ✈f h✈s k✈nd, t✈ f✈rc✈ ✈n✈th✈r 



b✈✈ng t✈ s✈n w✈th h✈m ✈nd t✈ ✈xult w✈th h✈r ✈n s✈n. H✈ f✈lt 
s✈m✈ d✈rk pr✈s✈nc✈ m✈v✈ng ✈rr✈s✈st✈bly up✈n h✈m fr✈m th✈ 
d✈rkn✈ss, ✈ pr✈s✈nc✈ subtl✈ ✈nd murmur✈us ✈s ✈ fl✈✈d f✈ll✈ng 
h✈m wh✈lly w✈th ✈ts✈lf. ✈ts murmur b✈s✈✈g✈d h✈s ✈✈rs l✈k✈ th✈ 
murmur ✈f s✈m✈ mult✈tud✈ ✈n sl✈✈p; ✈ts subtl✈ str✈✈ms 
p✈n✈tr✈t✈d h✈s b✈✈ng. H✈s h✈nds cl✈nch✈d c✈nvuls✈v✈ly ✈nd 
h✈s t✈✈th s✈t t✈g✈th✈r ✈s h✈ suff✈r✈d th✈ ✈g✈ny ✈f ✈ts 
p✈n✈tr✈t✈✈n. H✈ str✈tch✈d ✈ut h✈s ✈rms ✈n th✈ str✈✈t t✈ h✈ld 
f✈st th✈ fr✈✈l sw✈✈n✈ng f✈rm th✈t ✈lud✈d h✈m ✈nd ✈nc✈t✈d 
h✈m: ✈nd th✈ cry th✈t h✈ h✈d str✈ngl✈d f✈r s✈ l✈ng ✈n h✈s thr✈✈t 
✈ssu✈d fr✈m h✈s l✈ps. ✈t br✈k✈ fr✈m h✈m l✈k✈ ✈ w✈✈l ✈f 
d✈sp✈✈r fr✈m ✈ h✈ll ✈f suff✈r✈rs ✈nd d✈✈d ✈n ✈ w✈✈l ✈f 
fur✈✈us ✈ntr✈✈ty, ✈ cry f✈r ✈n ✈n✈qu✈t✈us ✈b✈nd✈nm✈nt, ✈ cry 
wh✈ch w✈s but th✈ ✈ch✈ ✈f ✈n ✈bsc✈n✈ scr✈wl wh✈ch h✈ h✈d 
r✈✈d ✈n th✈ ✈✈z✈ng w✈ll ✈f ✈ ur✈n✈l. 

H✈ h✈d w✈nd✈r✈d ✈nt✈ ✈ m✈z✈ ✈f n✈rr✈w ✈nd d✈rty str✈✈ts. 
Fr✈m th✈ f✈ul l✈n✈w✈ys h✈ h✈✈rd bursts ✈f h✈✈rs✈ r✈✈t ✈nd 
wr✈ngl✈ng ✈nd th✈ dr✈wl✈ng ✈f drunk✈n s✈ng✈rs. H✈ w✈lk✈d 
✈nw✈rd, und✈sm✈y✈d, w✈nd✈r✈ng wh✈th✈r h✈ h✈d str✈y✈d ✈nt✈ 
th✈ qu✈rt✈r ✈f th✈ j✈ws. W✈m✈n ✈nd g✈rls dr✈ss✈d ✈n l✈ng 
v✈v✈d g✈wns tr✈v✈rs✈d th✈ str✈✈t fr✈m h✈us✈ t✈ h✈us✈. Th✈y 
w✈r✈ l✈✈sur✈ly ✈nd p✈rfum✈d. ✈ tr✈mbl✈ng s✈✈z✈d h✈m ✈nd 
h✈s ✈y✈s gr✈w d✈m. Th✈ y✈ll✈w g✈sfl✈m✈s ✈r✈s✈ b✈f✈r✈ h✈s 
tr✈ubl✈d v✈s✈✈n ✈g✈✈nst th✈ v✈p✈ury sky, burn✈ng ✈s ✈f b✈f✈r✈ 
✈n ✈lt✈r. B✈f✈r✈ th✈ d✈✈rs ✈nd ✈n th✈ l✈ght✈d h✈lls gr✈ups 
w✈r✈ g✈th✈r✈d ✈rr✈y✈d ✈s f✈r s✈m✈ r✈t✈. H✈ w✈s ✈n 
✈n✈th✈r w✈rld: h✈ h✈d ✈w✈k✈n✈d fr✈m ✈ slumb✈r ✈f c✈ntur✈✈s. 

H✈ st✈✈d st✈ll ✈n th✈ m✈ddl✈ ✈f th✈ r✈✈dw✈y, h✈s h✈✈rt 
cl✈m✈ur✈ng ✈g✈✈nst h✈s b✈s✈m ✈n ✈ tumult. ✈ y✈ung w✈m✈n 
dr✈ss✈d ✈n ✈ l✈ng p✈nk g✈wn l✈✈d h✈r h✈nd ✈n h✈s ✈rm t✈ 
d✈t✈✈n h✈m ✈nd g✈z✈d ✈nt✈ h✈s f✈c✈. Sh✈ s✈✈d g✈✈ly: 

—G✈✈d n✈ght, W✈ll✈✈ d✈✈r! 
H✈r r✈✈m w✈s w✈rm ✈nd l✈ghts✈m✈. ✈ hug✈ d✈ll s✈t w✈th h✈r 

l✈gs ✈p✈rt ✈n th✈ c✈p✈✈us ✈✈sych✈✈r b✈s✈d✈ th✈ b✈d. H✈ 
tr✈✈d t✈ b✈d h✈s t✈ngu✈ sp✈✈k th✈t h✈ m✈ght s✈✈m ✈t ✈✈s✈, 
w✈tch✈ng h✈r ✈s sh✈ und✈d h✈r g✈wn, n✈t✈ng th✈ pr✈ud 
c✈nsc✈✈us m✈v✈m✈nts ✈f h✈r p✈rfum✈d h✈✈d. 



✈s h✈ st✈✈d s✈l✈nt ✈n th✈ m✈ddl✈ ✈f th✈ r✈✈m sh✈ c✈m✈ 
✈v✈r t✈ h✈m ✈nd ✈mbr✈c✈d h✈m g✈✈ly ✈nd gr✈v✈ly. H✈r r✈und 
✈rms h✈ld h✈m f✈rmly t✈ h✈r ✈nd h✈, s✈✈✈ng h✈r f✈c✈ l✈ft✈d t✈ 
h✈m ✈n s✈r✈✈us c✈lm ✈nd f✈✈l✈ng th✈ w✈rm c✈lm r✈s✈ ✈nd f✈ll 
✈f h✈r br✈✈st, ✈ll but burst ✈nt✈ hyst✈r✈c✈l w✈✈p✈ng. T✈✈rs ✈f 
j✈y ✈nd r✈l✈✈f sh✈n✈ ✈n h✈s d✈l✈ght✈d ✈y✈s ✈nd h✈s l✈ps 
p✈rt✈d th✈ugh th✈y w✈uld n✈t sp✈✈k. 

Sh✈ p✈ss✈d h✈r t✈nkl✈ng h✈nd thr✈ugh h✈s h✈✈r, c✈ll✈ng h✈m ✈ 
l✈ttl✈ r✈sc✈l. 

—G✈v✈ m✈ ✈ k✈ss, sh✈ s✈✈d. 
H✈s l✈ps w✈uld n✈t b✈nd t✈ k✈ss h✈r. H✈ w✈nt✈d t✈ b✈ h✈ld 

f✈rmly ✈n h✈r ✈rms, t✈ b✈ c✈r✈ss✈d sl✈wly, sl✈wly, sl✈wly. ✈n h✈r 
✈rms h✈ f✈lt th✈t h✈ h✈d sudd✈nly b✈c✈m✈ str✈ng ✈nd f✈✈rl✈ss 
✈nd sur✈ ✈f h✈ms✈lf. But h✈s l✈ps w✈uld n✈t b✈nd t✈ k✈ss h✈r. 

W✈th ✈ sudd✈n m✈v✈m✈nt sh✈ b✈w✈d h✈s h✈✈d ✈nd j✈✈n✈d 
h✈r l✈ps t✈ h✈s ✈nd h✈ r✈✈d th✈ m✈✈n✈ng ✈f h✈r m✈v✈m✈nts 
✈n h✈r fr✈nk upl✈ft✈d ✈y✈s. ✈t w✈s t✈✈ much f✈r h✈m. H✈ cl✈s✈d 
h✈s ✈y✈s, surr✈nd✈r✈ng h✈ms✈lf t✈ h✈r, b✈dy ✈nd m✈nd, 
c✈nsc✈✈us ✈f n✈th✈ng ✈n th✈ w✈rld but th✈ d✈rk pr✈ssur✈ ✈f h✈r 
s✈ftly p✈rt✈ng l✈ps. Th✈y pr✈ss✈d up✈n h✈s br✈✈n ✈s up✈n h✈s 
l✈ps ✈s th✈ugh th✈y w✈r✈ th✈ v✈h✈cl✈ ✈f ✈ v✈gu✈ sp✈✈ch; ✈nd 
b✈tw✈✈n th✈m h✈ f✈lt ✈n unkn✈wn ✈nd t✈m✈d pr✈ssur✈, d✈rk✈r 
th✈n th✈ sw✈✈n ✈f s✈n, s✈ft✈r th✈n s✈und ✈r ✈d✈ur. 

Ch✈pt✈r ✈✈✈ 

Th✈ sw✈ft D✈c✈mb✈r dusk h✈d c✈m✈ tumbl✈ng cl✈wn✈shly ✈ft✈r 
✈ts dull d✈y ✈nd ✈s h✈ st✈r✈d thr✈ugh th✈ dull squ✈r✈ ✈f th✈ 
w✈nd✈w ✈f th✈ sch✈✈lr✈✈m h✈ f✈lt h✈s b✈lly cr✈v✈ f✈r ✈ts 
f✈✈d. H✈ h✈p✈d th✈r✈ w✈uld b✈ st✈w f✈r d✈nn✈r, turn✈ps ✈nd 
c✈rr✈ts ✈nd bru✈s✈d p✈t✈t✈✈s ✈nd f✈t mutt✈n p✈✈c✈s t✈ b✈ 
l✈dl✈d ✈ut ✈n th✈ck p✈pp✈r✈d fl✈ur-f✈tt✈n✈d s✈uc✈. Stuff ✈t 
✈nt✈ y✈u, h✈s b✈lly c✈uns✈ll✈d h✈m. 
✈t w✈uld b✈ ✈ gl✈✈my s✈cr✈t n✈ght. ✈ft✈r ✈✈rly n✈ghtf✈ll th✈ 

y✈ll✈w l✈mps w✈uld l✈ght up, h✈r✈ ✈nd th✈r✈, th✈ squ✈l✈d qu✈rt✈r 
✈f th✈ br✈th✈ls. H✈ w✈uld f✈ll✈w ✈ d✈v✈✈us c✈urs✈ up ✈nd d✈wn 
th✈ str✈✈ts, c✈rcl✈ng ✈lw✈ys n✈✈r✈r ✈nd n✈✈r✈r ✈n ✈ tr✈m✈r 
✈f f✈✈r ✈nd j✈y, unt✈l h✈s f✈✈t l✈d h✈m sudd✈nly r✈und ✈ d✈rk 



c✈rn✈r. Th✈ wh✈r✈s w✈uld b✈ just c✈m✈ng ✈ut ✈f th✈✈r h✈us✈s 
m✈k✈ng r✈✈dy f✈r th✈ n✈ght, y✈wn✈ng l✈z✈ly ✈ft✈r th✈✈r sl✈✈p 
✈nd s✈ttl✈ng th✈ h✈✈rp✈ns ✈n th✈✈r clust✈rs ✈f h✈✈r. H✈ w✈uld 
p✈ss by th✈m c✈lmly w✈✈t✈ng f✈r ✈ sudd✈n m✈v✈m✈nt ✈f h✈s ✈wn 
w✈ll ✈r ✈ sudd✈n c✈ll t✈ h✈s s✈n-l✈v✈ng s✈ul fr✈m th✈✈r s✈ft 
p✈rfum✈d fl✈sh. Y✈t ✈s h✈ pr✈wl✈d ✈n qu✈st ✈f th✈t c✈ll, h✈s 
s✈ns✈s, stult✈f✈✈d ✈nly by h✈s d✈s✈r✈, w✈uld n✈t✈ k✈✈nly ✈ll 
th✈t w✈und✈d ✈r sh✈m✈d th✈m; h✈s ✈y✈s, ✈ r✈ng ✈f p✈rt✈r fr✈th 
✈n ✈ cl✈thl✈ss t✈bl✈ ✈r ✈ ph✈t✈gr✈ph ✈f tw✈ s✈ld✈✈rs st✈nd✈ng 
t✈ ✈tt✈nt✈✈n ✈r ✈ g✈udy pl✈yb✈ll; h✈s ✈✈rs, th✈ dr✈wl✈ng 
j✈rg✈n ✈f gr✈✈t✈ng: 

—H✈ll✈, B✈rt✈✈, ✈ny g✈✈d ✈n y✈ur m✈nd? 
—✈s th✈t y✈u, p✈g✈✈n? 
—Numb✈r t✈n. Fr✈sh N✈lly ✈s w✈✈t✈ng ✈n y✈u. 
—G✈✈d n✈ght, husb✈nd! C✈m✈ng ✈n t✈ h✈v✈ ✈ sh✈rt t✈m✈? 
Th✈ ✈qu✈t✈✈n ✈n th✈ p✈g✈ ✈f h✈s scr✈bbl✈r b✈g✈n t✈ spr✈✈d 

✈ut ✈ w✈d✈n✈ng t✈✈l, ✈y✈d ✈nd st✈rr✈d l✈k✈ ✈ p✈✈c✈ck’s; 
✈nd, wh✈n th✈ ✈y✈s ✈nd st✈rs ✈f ✈ts ✈nd✈c✈s h✈d b✈✈n 
✈l✈m✈n✈t✈d, b✈g✈n sl✈wly t✈ f✈ld ✈ts✈lf t✈g✈th✈r ✈g✈✈n. 
Th✈ ✈nd✈c✈s ✈pp✈✈r✈ng ✈nd d✈s✈pp✈✈r✈ng w✈r✈ ✈y✈s 
✈p✈n✈ng ✈nd cl✈s✈ng; th✈ ✈y✈s ✈p✈n✈ng ✈nd cl✈s✈ng w✈r✈ 
st✈rs b✈✈ng b✈rn ✈nd b✈✈ng qu✈nch✈d. Th✈ v✈st cycl✈ ✈f st✈rry 
l✈f✈ b✈r✈ h✈s w✈✈ry m✈nd ✈utw✈rd t✈ ✈ts v✈rg✈ ✈nd ✈nw✈rd 
t✈ ✈ts c✈ntr✈, ✈ d✈st✈nt mus✈c ✈cc✈mp✈ny✈ng h✈m ✈utw✈rd ✈nd 
✈nw✈rd. Wh✈t mus✈c? Th✈ mus✈c c✈m✈ n✈✈r✈r ✈nd h✈ r✈c✈ll✈d 
th✈ w✈rds, th✈ w✈rds ✈f Sh✈ll✈y’s fr✈gm✈nt up✈n th✈ m✈✈n 
w✈nd✈r✈ng c✈mp✈n✈✈nl✈ss, p✈l✈ f✈r w✈✈r✈n✈ss. Th✈ st✈rs 
b✈g✈n t✈ crumbl✈ ✈nd ✈ cl✈ud ✈f f✈n✈ st✈rdust f✈ll thr✈ugh sp✈c✈. 

Th✈ dull l✈ght f✈ll m✈r✈ f✈✈ntly up✈n th✈ p✈g✈ wh✈r✈✈n 
✈n✈th✈r ✈qu✈t✈✈n b✈g✈n t✈ unf✈ld ✈ts✈lf sl✈wly ✈nd t✈ spr✈✈d 
✈br✈✈d ✈ts w✈d✈n✈ng t✈✈l. ✈t w✈s h✈s ✈wn s✈ul g✈✈ng f✈rth t✈ 
✈xp✈r✈✈nc✈, unf✈ld✈ng ✈ts✈lf s✈n by s✈n, spr✈✈d✈ng ✈br✈✈d 
th✈ b✈l✈f✈r✈ ✈f ✈ts burn✈ng st✈rs ✈nd f✈ld✈ng b✈ck up✈n ✈ts✈lf, 
f✈d✈ng sl✈wly, qu✈nch✈ng ✈ts ✈wn l✈ghts ✈nd f✈r✈s. Th✈y w✈r✈ 
qu✈nch✈d: ✈nd th✈ c✈ld d✈rkn✈ss f✈ll✈d ch✈✈s. 
✈ c✈ld luc✈d ✈nd✈ff✈r✈nc✈ r✈✈gn✈d ✈n h✈s s✈ul. ✈t h✈s f✈rst 

v✈✈l✈nt s✈n h✈ h✈d f✈lt ✈ w✈v✈ ✈f v✈t✈l✈ty p✈ss ✈ut ✈f h✈m 



✈nd h✈d f✈✈r✈d t✈ f✈nd h✈s b✈dy ✈r h✈s s✈ul m✈✈m✈d by th✈ 
✈xc✈ss. ✈nst✈✈d th✈ v✈t✈l w✈v✈ h✈d c✈rr✈✈d h✈m ✈n ✈ts 
b✈s✈m ✈ut ✈f h✈ms✈lf ✈nd b✈ck ✈g✈✈n wh✈n ✈t r✈c✈d✈d: ✈nd 
n✈ p✈rt ✈f b✈dy ✈r s✈ul h✈d b✈✈n m✈✈m✈d but ✈ d✈rk p✈✈c✈ 
h✈d b✈✈n ✈st✈bl✈sh✈d b✈tw✈✈n th✈m. Th✈ ch✈✈s ✈n wh✈ch h✈s 
✈rd✈ur ✈xt✈ngu✈sh✈d ✈ts✈lf w✈s ✈ c✈ld ✈nd✈ff✈r✈nt 
kn✈wl✈dg✈ ✈f h✈ms✈lf. H✈ h✈d s✈nn✈d m✈rt✈lly n✈t ✈nc✈ but 
m✈ny t✈m✈s ✈nd h✈ kn✈w th✈t, wh✈l✈ h✈ st✈✈d ✈n d✈ng✈r ✈f 
✈t✈rn✈l d✈mn✈t✈✈n f✈r th✈ f✈rst s✈n ✈l✈n✈, by ✈v✈ry 
succ✈✈d✈ng s✈n h✈ mult✈pl✈✈d h✈s gu✈lt ✈nd h✈s pun✈shm✈nt. 
H✈s d✈ys ✈nd w✈rks ✈nd th✈ughts c✈uld m✈k✈ n✈ ✈t✈n✈m✈nt f✈r 
h✈m, th✈ f✈unt✈✈ns ✈f s✈nct✈fy✈ng gr✈c✈ h✈v✈ng c✈✈s✈d t✈ 
r✈fr✈sh h✈s s✈ul. ✈t m✈st, by ✈n ✈lms g✈v✈n t✈ ✈ b✈gg✈r wh✈s✈ 
bl✈ss✈ng h✈ fl✈d fr✈m, h✈ m✈ght h✈p✈ w✈✈r✈ly t✈ w✈n f✈r 
h✈ms✈lf s✈m✈ m✈✈sur✈ ✈f ✈ctu✈l gr✈c✈. D✈v✈t✈✈n h✈d g✈n✈ 
by th✈ b✈✈rd. Wh✈t d✈d ✈t ✈v✈✈l t✈ pr✈y wh✈n h✈ kn✈w th✈t h✈s 
s✈ul lust✈d ✈ft✈r ✈ts ✈wn d✈struct✈✈n? ✈ c✈rt✈✈n pr✈d✈, ✈ 
c✈rt✈✈n ✈w✈, w✈thh✈ld h✈m fr✈m ✈ff✈r✈ng t✈ G✈d ✈v✈n ✈n✈ 
pr✈y✈r ✈t n✈ght th✈ugh h✈ kn✈w ✈t w✈s ✈n G✈d’s p✈w✈r t✈ t✈k✈ 
✈w✈y h✈s l✈f✈ wh✈l✈ h✈ sl✈pt ✈nd hurl h✈s s✈ul h✈llw✈rd ✈r✈ 
h✈ c✈uld b✈g f✈r m✈rcy. H✈s pr✈d✈ ✈n h✈s ✈wn s✈n, h✈s l✈v✈l✈ss 
✈w✈ ✈f G✈d, t✈ld h✈m th✈t h✈s ✈ff✈nc✈ w✈s t✈✈ gr✈✈v✈us t✈ 
b✈ ✈t✈n✈d f✈r ✈n wh✈l✈ ✈r ✈n p✈rt by ✈ f✈ls✈ h✈m✈g✈ t✈ th✈ 
✈lls✈✈✈ng ✈nd ✈llkn✈w✈ng. 

—W✈ll n✈w, ✈nn✈s, ✈ d✈cl✈r✈ y✈u h✈v✈ ✈ h✈✈d ✈nd s✈ h✈s 
my st✈ck! D✈ y✈u m✈✈n t✈ s✈y th✈t y✈u ✈r✈ n✈t ✈bl✈ t✈ t✈ll m✈ 
wh✈t ✈ surd ✈s? 

Th✈ blund✈r✈ng ✈nsw✈r st✈rr✈d th✈ ✈mb✈rs ✈f h✈s c✈nt✈mpt ✈f 
h✈s f✈ll✈ws. T✈w✈rds ✈th✈rs h✈ f✈lt n✈✈th✈r sh✈m✈ n✈r f✈✈r. 
✈n Sund✈y m✈rn✈ngs ✈s h✈ p✈ss✈d th✈ church d✈✈r h✈ gl✈nc✈d 
c✈ldly ✈t th✈ w✈rsh✈pp✈rs wh✈ st✈✈d b✈r✈h✈✈d✈d, f✈ur d✈✈p, 
✈uts✈d✈ th✈ church, m✈r✈lly pr✈s✈nt ✈t th✈ m✈ss wh✈ch th✈y c✈uld 
n✈✈th✈r s✈✈ n✈r h✈✈r. Th✈✈r dull p✈✈ty ✈nd th✈ s✈ckly sm✈ll ✈f 
th✈ ch✈✈p h✈✈r✈✈l w✈th wh✈ch th✈y h✈d ✈n✈✈nt✈d th✈✈r 
h✈✈ds r✈p✈ll✈d h✈m fr✈m th✈ ✈lt✈r th✈y pr✈y✈d ✈t. H✈ st✈✈p✈d 
t✈ th✈ ✈v✈l ✈f hyp✈cr✈sy w✈th ✈th✈rs, sc✈pt✈c✈l ✈f th✈✈r 
✈nn✈c✈nc✈ wh✈ch h✈ c✈uld c✈j✈l✈ s✈ ✈✈s✈ly. 



✈n th✈ w✈ll ✈f h✈s b✈dr✈✈m hung ✈n ✈llum✈n✈t✈d scr✈ll, th✈ 
c✈rt✈f✈c✈t✈ ✈f h✈s pr✈f✈ctur✈ ✈n th✈ c✈ll✈g✈ ✈f th✈ s✈d✈l✈ty 
✈f th✈ Bl✈ss✈d V✈rg✈n M✈ry. ✈n S✈turd✈y m✈rn✈ngs wh✈n th✈ 
s✈d✈l✈ty m✈t ✈n th✈ ch✈p✈l t✈ r✈c✈t✈ th✈ l✈ttl✈ ✈ff✈c✈ h✈s 
pl✈c✈ w✈s ✈ cush✈✈n✈d kn✈✈l✈ng-d✈sk ✈t th✈ r✈ght ✈f th✈ 
✈lt✈r fr✈m wh✈ch h✈ l✈d h✈s w✈ng ✈f b✈ys thr✈ugh th✈ r✈sp✈ns✈s. 
Th✈ f✈ls✈h✈✈d ✈f h✈s p✈s✈t✈✈n d✈d n✈t p✈✈n h✈m. ✈f ✈t 
m✈m✈nts h✈ f✈lt ✈n ✈mpuls✈ t✈ r✈s✈ fr✈m h✈s p✈st ✈f h✈n✈ur 
✈nd, c✈nf✈ss✈ng b✈f✈r✈ th✈m ✈ll h✈s unw✈rth✈n✈ss, t✈ l✈✈v✈ 
th✈ ch✈p✈l, ✈ gl✈nc✈ ✈t th✈✈r f✈c✈s r✈str✈✈n✈d h✈m. Th✈ 
✈m✈g✈ry ✈f th✈ ps✈lms ✈f pr✈ph✈cy s✈✈th✈d h✈s b✈rr✈n pr✈d✈. 
Th✈ gl✈r✈✈s ✈f M✈ry h✈ld h✈s s✈ul c✈pt✈v✈: sp✈k✈n✈rd ✈nd 
myrrh ✈nd fr✈nk✈nc✈ns✈, symb✈l✈s✈ng h✈r r✈y✈l l✈n✈✈g✈, h✈r 
✈mbl✈ms, th✈ l✈t✈-fl✈w✈r✈ng pl✈nt ✈nd l✈t✈-bl✈ss✈m✈ng tr✈✈, 
symb✈l✈s✈ng th✈ ✈g✈l✈ng gr✈du✈l gr✈wth ✈f h✈r cultus ✈m✈ng 
m✈n. Wh✈n ✈t f✈ll t✈ h✈m t✈ r✈✈d th✈ l✈ss✈n t✈w✈rds th✈ cl✈s✈ 
✈f th✈ ✈ff✈c✈ h✈ r✈✈d ✈t ✈n ✈ v✈✈l✈d v✈✈c✈, lull✈ng h✈s 
c✈nsc✈✈nc✈ t✈ ✈ts mus✈c. 

Qu✈s✈ c✈drus ✈x✈lt✈t✈ sum ✈n L✈b✈n✈n ✈t qu✈s✈ cupr✈ssus ✈n 
m✈nt✈ S✈✈n. Qu✈s✈ p✈lm✈ ✈x✈lt✈t✈ sum ✈n G✈d✈s ✈t qu✈s✈ 
pl✈nt✈t✈✈ r✈s✈✈ ✈n J✈r✈ch✈. Qu✈s✈ ul✈v✈ sp✈c✈✈s✈ ✈n 
c✈mp✈s ✈t qu✈s✈ pl✈t✈nus ✈x✈lt✈t✈ sum juxt✈ ✈qu✈m ✈n 
pl✈t✈✈s. S✈cut c✈nn✈m✈mum ✈t b✈ls✈mum ✈r✈m✈t✈z✈ns 
✈d✈r✈m d✈d✈ ✈t qu✈s✈ myrrh✈ ✈l✈ct✈ d✈d✈ su✈v✈t✈t✈m 
✈d✈r✈s. 

H✈s s✈n, wh✈ch h✈d c✈v✈r✈d h✈m fr✈m th✈ s✈ght ✈f G✈d, h✈d 
l✈d h✈m n✈✈r✈r t✈ th✈ r✈fug✈ ✈f s✈nn✈rs. H✈r ✈y✈s s✈✈m✈d 
t✈ r✈g✈rd h✈m w✈th m✈ld p✈ty; h✈r h✈l✈n✈ss, ✈ str✈ng✈ l✈ght 
gl✈w✈ng f✈✈ntly up✈n h✈r fr✈✈l fl✈sh, d✈d n✈t hum✈l✈✈t✈ th✈ 
s✈nn✈r wh✈ ✈ppr✈✈ch✈d h✈r. ✈f ✈v✈r h✈ w✈s ✈mp✈ll✈d t✈ c✈st 
s✈n fr✈m h✈m ✈nd t✈ r✈p✈nt th✈ ✈mpuls✈ th✈t m✈v✈d h✈m w✈s 
th✈ w✈sh t✈ b✈ h✈r kn✈ght. ✈f ✈v✈r h✈s s✈ul, r✈-✈nt✈r✈ng h✈r 
dw✈ll✈ng shyly ✈ft✈r th✈ fr✈nzy ✈f h✈s b✈dy’s lust h✈d sp✈nt ✈ts✈lf, 
w✈s turn✈d t✈w✈rds h✈r wh✈s✈ ✈mbl✈m ✈s th✈ m✈rn✈ng st✈r, 
“br✈ght ✈nd mus✈c✈l, t✈ll✈ng ✈f h✈✈v✈n ✈nd ✈nfus✈ng p✈✈c✈,” 
✈t w✈s wh✈n h✈r n✈m✈s w✈r✈ murmur✈d s✈ftly by l✈ps wh✈r✈✈n 



th✈r✈ st✈ll l✈ng✈r✈d f✈ul ✈nd sh✈m✈ful w✈rds, th✈ s✈v✈ur ✈ts✈lf 
✈f ✈ l✈wd k✈ss. 

Th✈t w✈s str✈ng✈. H✈ tr✈✈d t✈ th✈nk h✈w ✈t c✈uld b✈ but th✈ 
dusk, d✈✈p✈n✈ng ✈n th✈ sch✈✈lr✈✈m, c✈v✈r✈d ✈v✈r h✈s 
th✈ughts. Th✈ b✈ll r✈ng. Th✈ m✈st✈r m✈rk✈d th✈ sums ✈nd cuts t✈ b✈ 
d✈n✈ f✈r th✈ n✈xt l✈ss✈n ✈nd w✈nt ✈ut. H✈r✈n, b✈s✈d✈ St✈ph✈n, 
b✈g✈n t✈ hum tun✈l✈ssly. 

My ✈xc✈ll✈nt fr✈✈nd B✈mb✈d✈s. 

✈nn✈s, wh✈ h✈d g✈n✈ t✈ th✈ y✈rd, c✈m✈ b✈ck, s✈y✈ng: 
—Th✈ b✈y fr✈m th✈ h✈us✈ ✈s c✈m✈ng up f✈r th✈ r✈ct✈r. 
✈ t✈ll b✈y b✈h✈nd St✈ph✈n rubb✈d h✈s h✈nds ✈nd s✈✈d: 
—Th✈t’s g✈m✈ b✈ll. W✈ c✈n scut th✈ wh✈l✈ h✈ur. H✈ w✈n’t b✈ 

✈n t✈ll ✈ft✈r h✈lf tw✈. Th✈n y✈u c✈n ✈sk h✈m qu✈st✈✈ns ✈n th✈ 
c✈t✈ch✈sm, D✈d✈lus. 

St✈ph✈n, l✈✈n✈ng b✈ck ✈nd dr✈w✈ng ✈dly ✈n h✈s scr✈bbl✈r, 
l✈st✈n✈d t✈ th✈ t✈lk ✈b✈ut h✈m wh✈ch H✈r✈n ch✈ck✈d fr✈m 
t✈m✈ t✈ t✈m✈ by s✈y✈ng: 

—Shut up, w✈ll y✈u. D✈n’t m✈k✈ such ✈ b✈lly r✈ck✈t! 
✈t w✈s str✈ng✈ t✈✈ th✈t h✈ f✈und ✈n ✈r✈d pl✈✈sur✈ ✈n 

f✈ll✈w✈ng up t✈ th✈ ✈nd th✈ r✈g✈d l✈n✈s ✈f th✈ d✈ctr✈n✈s ✈f 
th✈ church ✈nd p✈n✈tr✈t✈ng ✈nt✈ ✈bscur✈ s✈l✈nc✈s ✈nly t✈ h✈✈r 
✈nd f✈✈l th✈ m✈r✈ d✈✈ply h✈s ✈wn c✈nd✈mn✈t✈✈n. Th✈ 
s✈nt✈nc✈ ✈f s✈✈nt J✈m✈s wh✈ch s✈ys th✈t h✈ wh✈ ✈ff✈nds 
✈g✈✈nst ✈n✈ c✈mm✈ndm✈nt b✈c✈m✈s gu✈lty ✈f ✈ll h✈d 
s✈✈m✈d t✈ h✈m f✈rst ✈ sw✈ll✈n phr✈s✈ unt✈l h✈ h✈d b✈gun t✈ 
gr✈p✈ ✈n th✈ d✈rkn✈ss ✈f h✈s ✈wn st✈t✈. Fr✈m th✈ ✈v✈l s✈✈d 
✈f lust ✈ll ✈th✈r d✈✈dly s✈ns h✈d sprung f✈rth: pr✈d✈ ✈n h✈ms✈lf 
✈nd c✈nt✈mpt ✈f ✈th✈rs, c✈v✈t✈usn✈ss ✈n us✈ng m✈n✈y f✈r th✈ 
purch✈s✈ ✈f unl✈wful pl✈✈sur✈s, ✈nvy ✈f th✈s✈ wh✈s✈ v✈c✈s h✈ 
c✈uld n✈t r✈✈ch t✈ ✈nd c✈lumn✈✈us murmur✈ng ✈g✈✈nst th✈ 
p✈✈us, glutt✈n✈us ✈nj✈ym✈nt ✈f f✈✈d, th✈ dull gl✈w✈r✈ng ✈ng✈r 
✈m✈d wh✈ch h✈ br✈✈d✈d up✈n h✈s l✈ng✈ng, th✈ sw✈mp ✈f 
sp✈r✈tu✈l ✈nd b✈d✈ly sl✈th ✈n wh✈ch h✈s wh✈l✈ b✈✈ng h✈d sunk. 
✈s h✈ s✈t ✈n h✈s b✈nch g✈z✈ng c✈lmly ✈t th✈ r✈ct✈r’s shr✈wd 

h✈rsh f✈c✈ h✈s m✈nd w✈und ✈ts✈lf ✈n ✈nd ✈ut ✈f th✈ cur✈✈us 
qu✈st✈✈ns pr✈p✈s✈d t✈ ✈t. ✈f ✈ m✈n h✈d st✈l✈n ✈ p✈und ✈n h✈s 



y✈uth ✈nd h✈d us✈d th✈t p✈und t✈ ✈m✈ss ✈ hug✈ f✈rtun✈ h✈w much 
w✈s h✈ ✈bl✈g✈d t✈ g✈v✈ b✈ck, th✈ p✈und h✈ h✈d st✈l✈n ✈nly ✈r 
th✈ p✈und t✈g✈th✈r w✈th th✈ c✈mp✈und ✈nt✈r✈st ✈ccru✈ng up✈n 
✈t ✈r ✈ll h✈s hug✈ f✈rtun✈? ✈f ✈ l✈ym✈n ✈n g✈v✈ng b✈pt✈sm 
p✈ur th✈ w✈t✈r b✈f✈r✈ s✈y✈ng th✈ w✈rds ✈s th✈ ch✈ld b✈pt✈s✈d? 
✈s b✈pt✈sm w✈th ✈ m✈n✈r✈l w✈t✈r v✈l✈d? H✈w c✈m✈s ✈t th✈t 
wh✈l✈ th✈ f✈rst b✈✈t✈tud✈ pr✈m✈s✈s th✈ k✈ngd✈m ✈f h✈✈v✈n 
t✈ th✈ p✈✈r ✈f h✈✈rt, th✈ s✈c✈nd b✈✈t✈tud✈ pr✈m✈s✈s ✈ls✈ t✈ 
th✈ m✈✈k th✈t th✈y sh✈ll p✈ss✈ss th✈ l✈nd? Why w✈s th✈ 
s✈cr✈m✈nt ✈f th✈ ✈uch✈r✈st ✈nst✈tut✈d und✈r th✈ tw✈ sp✈c✈✈s 
✈f br✈✈d ✈nd w✈n✈ ✈f J✈sus Chr✈st b✈ pr✈s✈nt b✈dy ✈nd bl✈✈d, 
s✈ul ✈nd d✈v✈n✈ty, ✈n th✈ br✈✈d ✈l✈n✈ ✈nd ✈n th✈ w✈n✈ 
✈l✈n✈? D✈✈s ✈ t✈ny p✈rt✈cl✈ ✈f th✈ c✈ns✈cr✈t✈d br✈✈d 
c✈nt✈✈n ✈ll th✈ b✈dy ✈nd bl✈✈d ✈f J✈sus Chr✈st ✈r ✈ p✈rt ✈nly 
✈f th✈ b✈dy ✈nd bl✈✈d? ✈f th✈ w✈n✈ ch✈ng✈ ✈nt✈ v✈n✈g✈r ✈nd 
th✈ h✈st crumbl✈ ✈nt✈ c✈rrupt✈✈n ✈ft✈r th✈y h✈v✈ b✈✈n 
c✈ns✈cr✈t✈d, ✈s J✈sus Chr✈st st✈ll pr✈s✈nt und✈r th✈✈r sp✈c✈✈s 
✈s G✈d ✈nd ✈s m✈n? 

—H✈r✈ h✈ ✈s! H✈r✈ h✈ ✈s! 
✈ b✈y fr✈m h✈s p✈st ✈t th✈ w✈nd✈w h✈d s✈✈n th✈ r✈ct✈r c✈m✈ 

fr✈m th✈ h✈us✈. ✈ll th✈ c✈t✈ch✈sms w✈r✈ ✈p✈n✈d ✈nd ✈ll 
h✈✈ds b✈nt up✈n th✈m s✈l✈ntly. Th✈ r✈ct✈r ✈nt✈r✈d ✈nd t✈✈k 
h✈s s✈✈t ✈n th✈ d✈✈s. ✈ g✈ntl✈ k✈ck fr✈m th✈ t✈ll b✈y ✈n th✈ 
b✈nch b✈h✈nd urg✈d St✈ph✈n t✈ ✈sk ✈ d✈ff✈cult qu✈st✈✈n. 

Th✈ r✈ct✈r d✈d n✈t ✈sk f✈r ✈ c✈t✈ch✈sm t✈ h✈✈r th✈ l✈ss✈n 
fr✈m. H✈ cl✈sp✈d h✈s h✈nds ✈n th✈ d✈sk ✈nd s✈✈d: 

—Th✈ r✈tr✈✈t w✈ll b✈g✈n ✈n W✈dn✈sd✈y ✈ft✈rn✈✈n ✈n 
h✈n✈ur ✈f s✈✈nt Fr✈nc✈s X✈v✈✈r wh✈s✈ f✈✈st d✈y ✈s 
S✈turd✈y. Th✈ r✈tr✈✈t w✈ll g✈ ✈n fr✈m W✈dn✈sd✈y t✈ Fr✈d✈y. 
✈n Fr✈d✈y c✈nf✈ss✈✈n w✈ll b✈ h✈✈rd ✈ll th✈ ✈ft✈rn✈✈n ✈ft✈r 
b✈✈ds. ✈f ✈ny b✈ys h✈v✈ sp✈c✈✈l c✈nf✈ss✈rs p✈rh✈ps ✈t w✈ll 
b✈ b✈tt✈r f✈r th✈m n✈t t✈ ch✈ng✈. M✈ss w✈ll b✈ ✈n S✈turd✈y 
m✈rn✈ng ✈t n✈n✈ ✈’cl✈ck ✈nd g✈n✈r✈l c✈mmun✈✈n f✈r th✈ 
wh✈l✈ c✈ll✈g✈. S✈turd✈y w✈ll b✈ ✈ fr✈✈ d✈y. But S✈turd✈y ✈nd 
Sund✈y b✈✈ng fr✈✈ d✈ys s✈m✈ b✈ys m✈ght b✈ ✈ncl✈n✈d t✈ th✈nk 
th✈t M✈nd✈y ✈s ✈ fr✈✈ d✈y ✈ls✈. B✈w✈r✈ ✈f m✈k✈ng th✈t 
m✈st✈k✈. ✈ th✈nk y✈u, L✈wl✈ss, ✈r✈ l✈k✈ly t✈ m✈k✈ th✈t 
m✈st✈k✈. 



—✈ s✈r? Why, s✈r? 
✈ l✈ttl✈ w✈v✈ ✈f qu✈✈t m✈rth br✈k✈ f✈rth ✈v✈r th✈ cl✈ss ✈f 

b✈ys fr✈m th✈ r✈ct✈r’s gr✈m sm✈l✈. St✈ph✈n’s h✈✈rt b✈g✈n sl✈wly 
t✈ f✈ld ✈nd f✈d✈ w✈th f✈✈r l✈k✈ ✈ w✈th✈r✈ng fl✈w✈r. 

Th✈ r✈ct✈r w✈nt ✈n gr✈v✈ly: 
—Y✈u ✈r✈ ✈ll f✈m✈l✈✈r w✈th th✈ st✈ry ✈f th✈ l✈f✈ ✈f s✈✈nt 

Fr✈nc✈s X✈v✈✈r, ✈ supp✈s✈, th✈ p✈tr✈n ✈f y✈ur c✈ll✈g✈. H✈ 
c✈m✈ ✈f ✈n ✈ld ✈nd ✈llustr✈✈us Sp✈n✈sh f✈m✈ly ✈nd y✈u 
r✈m✈mb✈r th✈t h✈ w✈s ✈n✈ ✈f th✈ f✈rst f✈ll✈w✈rs ✈f s✈✈nt 
✈gn✈t✈us. Th✈y m✈t ✈n P✈r✈s wh✈r✈ Fr✈nc✈s X✈v✈✈r w✈s 
pr✈f✈ss✈r ✈f ph✈l✈s✈phy ✈t th✈ un✈v✈rs✈ty. Th✈s y✈ung ✈nd 
br✈ll✈✈nt n✈bl✈m✈n ✈nd m✈n ✈f l✈tt✈rs ✈nt✈r✈d h✈✈rt ✈nd s✈ul 
✈nt✈ th✈ ✈d✈✈s ✈f ✈ur gl✈r✈✈us f✈und✈r ✈nd y✈u kn✈w th✈t h✈, 
✈t h✈s ✈wn d✈s✈r✈, w✈s s✈nt by s✈✈nt ✈gn✈t✈us t✈ pr✈✈ch t✈ 
th✈ ✈nd✈✈ns. H✈ ✈s c✈ll✈d, ✈s y✈u kn✈w, th✈ ✈p✈stl✈ ✈f th✈ 
✈nd✈✈s. H✈ w✈nt fr✈m c✈untry t✈ c✈untry ✈n th✈ ✈✈st, fr✈m 
✈fr✈c✈ t✈ ✈nd✈✈, fr✈m ✈nd✈✈ t✈ J✈p✈n, b✈pt✈s✈ng th✈ 
p✈✈pl✈. H✈ ✈s s✈✈d t✈ h✈v✈ b✈pt✈s✈d ✈s m✈ny ✈s t✈n 
th✈us✈nd ✈d✈l✈t✈rs ✈n ✈n✈ m✈nth. ✈t ✈s s✈✈d th✈t h✈s r✈ght 
✈rm h✈d gr✈wn p✈w✈rl✈ss fr✈m h✈v✈ng b✈✈n r✈✈s✈d s✈ ✈ft✈n 
✈v✈r th✈ h✈✈ds ✈f th✈s✈ wh✈m h✈ b✈pt✈s✈d. H✈ w✈sh✈d th✈n 
t✈ g✈ t✈ Ch✈n✈ t✈ w✈n st✈ll m✈r✈ s✈uls f✈r G✈d but h✈ d✈✈d ✈f 
f✈v✈r ✈n th✈ ✈sl✈nd ✈f S✈nc✈✈n. ✈ gr✈✈t s✈✈nt, s✈✈nt Fr✈nc✈s 
X✈v✈✈r! ✈ gr✈✈t s✈ld✈✈r ✈f G✈d! 

Th✈ r✈ct✈r p✈us✈d ✈nd th✈n, sh✈k✈ng h✈s cl✈sp✈d h✈nds 
b✈f✈r✈ h✈m, w✈nt ✈n: 

—H✈ h✈d th✈ f✈✈th ✈n h✈m th✈t m✈v✈s m✈unt✈✈ns. T✈n 
th✈us✈nd s✈uls w✈n f✈r G✈d ✈n ✈ s✈ngl✈ m✈nth! Th✈t ✈s ✈ tru✈ 
c✈nqu✈r✈r, tru✈ t✈ th✈ m✈tt✈ ✈f ✈ur ✈rd✈r: ✈d m✈j✈r✈m D✈✈ 
gl✈r✈✈m! ✈ s✈✈nt wh✈ h✈s gr✈✈t p✈w✈r ✈n h✈✈v✈n, 
r✈m✈mb✈r: p✈w✈r t✈ ✈nt✈rc✈d✈ f✈r us ✈n ✈ur gr✈✈f; p✈w✈r t✈ 
✈bt✈✈n wh✈t✈v✈r w✈ pr✈y f✈r ✈f ✈t b✈ f✈r th✈ g✈✈d ✈f ✈ur 
s✈uls; p✈w✈r ✈b✈v✈ ✈ll t✈ ✈bt✈✈n f✈r us th✈ gr✈c✈ t✈ r✈p✈nt 
✈f w✈ b✈ ✈n s✈n. ✈ gr✈✈t s✈✈nt, s✈✈nt Fr✈nc✈s X✈v✈✈r! ✈ 
gr✈✈t f✈sh✈r ✈f s✈uls! 



H✈ c✈✈s✈d t✈ sh✈k✈ h✈s cl✈sp✈d h✈nds ✈nd, r✈st✈ng th✈m 
✈g✈✈nst h✈s f✈r✈h✈✈d, l✈✈k✈d r✈ght ✈nd l✈ft ✈f th✈m k✈✈nly 
✈t h✈s l✈st✈n✈rs ✈ut ✈f h✈s d✈rk st✈rn ✈y✈s. 
✈n th✈ s✈l✈nc✈ th✈✈r d✈rk f✈r✈ k✈ndl✈d th✈ dusk ✈nt✈ ✈ 

t✈wny gl✈w. St✈ph✈n’s h✈✈rt h✈d w✈th✈r✈d up l✈k✈ ✈ fl✈w✈r ✈f 
th✈ d✈s✈rt th✈t f✈✈ls th✈ s✈m✈✈m c✈m✈ng fr✈m ✈f✈r. 

 

—R✈m✈mb✈r ✈nly thy l✈st th✈ngs ✈nd th✈u sh✈lt n✈t s✈n f✈r 
✈v✈r—w✈rds t✈k✈n, my d✈✈r l✈ttl✈ br✈th✈rs ✈n Chr✈st, fr✈m th✈ 
b✈✈k ✈f ✈ccl✈s✈✈st✈s, s✈v✈nth ch✈pt✈r, f✈rt✈✈th v✈rs✈. ✈n 
th✈ n✈m✈ ✈f th✈ F✈th✈r ✈nd ✈f th✈ S✈n ✈nd ✈f th✈ H✈ly Gh✈st. 
✈m✈n. 

St✈ph✈n s✈t ✈n th✈ fr✈nt b✈nch ✈f th✈ ch✈p✈l. F✈th✈r ✈rn✈ll s✈t 
✈t ✈ t✈bl✈ t✈ th✈ l✈ft ✈f th✈ ✈lt✈r. H✈ w✈r✈ ✈b✈ut h✈s 
sh✈uld✈rs ✈ h✈✈vy cl✈✈k; h✈s p✈l✈ f✈c✈ w✈s dr✈wn ✈nd h✈s 
v✈✈c✈ br✈k✈n w✈th rh✈um. Th✈ f✈gur✈ ✈f h✈s ✈ld m✈st✈r, s✈ 
str✈ng✈ly r✈✈r✈s✈n, br✈ught b✈ck t✈ St✈ph✈n’s m✈nd h✈s l✈f✈ ✈t 
Cl✈ng✈w✈s: th✈ w✈d✈ pl✈ygr✈unds, sw✈rm✈ng w✈th b✈ys, th✈ 
squ✈r✈ d✈tch, th✈ l✈ttl✈ c✈m✈t✈ry ✈ff th✈ m✈✈n ✈v✈nu✈ ✈f 
l✈m✈s wh✈r✈ h✈ h✈d dr✈✈m✈d ✈f b✈✈ng bur✈✈d, th✈ f✈r✈l✈ght 
✈n th✈ w✈ll ✈f th✈ ✈nf✈rm✈ry wh✈r✈ h✈ l✈y s✈ck, th✈ s✈rr✈wful 
f✈c✈ ✈f Br✈th✈r M✈ch✈✈l. H✈s s✈ul, ✈s th✈s✈ m✈m✈r✈✈s 
c✈m✈ b✈ck t✈ h✈m, b✈c✈m✈ ✈g✈✈n ✈ ch✈ld’s s✈ul. 

—W✈ ✈r✈ ✈ss✈mbl✈d h✈r✈ t✈d✈y, my d✈✈r l✈ttl✈ br✈th✈rs ✈n 
Chr✈st, f✈r ✈n✈ br✈✈f m✈m✈nt f✈r ✈w✈y fr✈m th✈ busy bustl✈ ✈f 
th✈ ✈ut✈r w✈rld t✈ c✈l✈br✈t✈ ✈nd t✈ h✈n✈ur ✈n✈ ✈f th✈ 
gr✈✈t✈st ✈f s✈✈nts, th✈ ✈p✈stl✈ ✈f th✈ ✈nd✈✈s, th✈ p✈tr✈n 
s✈✈nt ✈ls✈ ✈f y✈ur c✈ll✈g✈, s✈✈nt Fr✈nc✈s X✈v✈✈r. Y✈✈r 
✈ft✈r y✈✈r f✈r much l✈ng✈r th✈n ✈ny ✈f y✈u, my d✈✈r l✈ttl✈ b✈ys, 
c✈n r✈m✈mb✈r ✈r th✈n ✈ c✈n r✈m✈mb✈r th✈ b✈ys ✈f th✈s 
c✈ll✈g✈ h✈v✈ m✈t ✈n th✈s v✈ry ch✈p✈l t✈ m✈k✈ th✈✈r ✈nnu✈l 
r✈tr✈✈t b✈f✈r✈ th✈ f✈✈st d✈y ✈f th✈✈r p✈tr✈n s✈✈nt. T✈m✈ 
h✈s g✈n✈ ✈n ✈nd br✈ught w✈th ✈t ✈ts ch✈ng✈s. ✈v✈n ✈n th✈ l✈st 
f✈w y✈✈rs wh✈t ch✈ng✈s c✈n m✈st ✈f y✈u n✈t r✈m✈mb✈r? M✈ny 
✈f th✈ b✈ys wh✈ s✈t ✈n th✈s✈ fr✈nt b✈nch✈s ✈ f✈w y✈✈rs ✈g✈ 



✈r✈ p✈rh✈ps n✈w ✈n d✈st✈nt l✈nds, ✈n th✈ burn✈ng tr✈p✈cs ✈r 
✈mm✈rs✈d ✈n pr✈f✈ss✈✈n✈l dut✈✈s ✈r ✈n s✈m✈n✈r✈✈s ✈r 
v✈y✈g✈ng ✈v✈r th✈ v✈st ✈xp✈ns✈ ✈f th✈ d✈✈p ✈r, ✈t m✈y b✈, 
✈lr✈✈dy c✈ll✈d by th✈ gr✈✈t G✈d t✈ ✈n✈th✈r l✈f✈ ✈nd t✈ th✈ 
r✈nd✈r✈ng up ✈f th✈✈r st✈w✈rdsh✈p. ✈nd st✈ll ✈s th✈ y✈✈rs r✈ll 
by, br✈ng✈ng w✈th th✈m ch✈ng✈s f✈r g✈✈d ✈nd b✈d, th✈ m✈m✈ry 
✈f th✈ gr✈✈t s✈✈nt ✈s h✈n✈ur✈d by th✈ b✈ys ✈f th✈s c✈ll✈g✈ 
wh✈ m✈k✈ ✈v✈ry y✈✈r th✈✈r ✈nnu✈l r✈tr✈✈t ✈n th✈ d✈ys 
pr✈c✈d✈ng th✈ f✈✈st d✈y s✈t ✈p✈rt by ✈ur H✈ly M✈th✈r th✈ Church 
t✈ tr✈nsm✈t t✈ ✈ll th✈ ✈g✈s th✈ n✈m✈ ✈nd f✈m✈ ✈f ✈n✈ ✈f th✈ 
gr✈✈t✈st s✈ns ✈f c✈th✈l✈c Sp✈✈n. 

—N✈w wh✈t ✈s th✈ m✈✈n✈ng ✈f th✈s w✈rd r✈tr✈✈t ✈nd why ✈s 
✈t ✈ll✈w✈d ✈n ✈ll h✈nds t✈ b✈ ✈ m✈st s✈lut✈ry pr✈ct✈c✈ f✈r ✈ll 
wh✈ d✈s✈r✈ t✈ l✈✈d b✈f✈r✈ G✈d ✈nd ✈n th✈ ✈y✈s ✈f m✈n ✈ 
truly chr✈st✈✈n l✈f✈? ✈ r✈tr✈✈t, my d✈✈r b✈ys, s✈gn✈f✈✈s ✈ 
w✈thdr✈w✈l f✈r ✈ wh✈l✈ fr✈m th✈ c✈r✈s ✈f ✈ur l✈f✈, th✈ c✈r✈s 
✈f th✈s w✈rk✈d✈y w✈rld, ✈n ✈rd✈r t✈ ✈x✈m✈n✈ th✈ st✈t✈ ✈f 
✈ur c✈nsc✈✈nc✈, t✈ r✈fl✈ct ✈n th✈ myst✈r✈✈s ✈f h✈ly r✈l✈g✈✈n 
✈nd t✈ und✈rst✈nd b✈tt✈r why w✈ ✈r✈ h✈r✈ ✈n th✈s w✈rld. Dur✈ng 
th✈s✈ f✈w d✈ys ✈ ✈nt✈nd t✈ put b✈f✈r✈ y✈u s✈m✈ th✈ughts 
c✈nc✈rn✈ng th✈ f✈ur l✈st th✈ngs. Th✈y ✈r✈, ✈s y✈u kn✈w fr✈m 
y✈ur c✈t✈ch✈sm, d✈✈th, judg✈m✈nt, h✈ll ✈nd h✈✈v✈n. W✈ sh✈ll try 
t✈ und✈rst✈nd th✈m fully dur✈ng th✈s✈ f✈w d✈ys s✈ th✈t w✈ m✈y 
d✈r✈v✈ fr✈m th✈ und✈rst✈nd✈ng ✈f th✈m ✈ l✈st✈ng b✈n✈f✈t t✈ 
✈ur s✈uls. ✈nd r✈m✈mb✈r, my d✈✈r b✈ys, th✈t w✈ h✈v✈ b✈✈n s✈nt 
✈nt✈ th✈s w✈rld f✈r ✈n✈ th✈ng ✈nd f✈r ✈n✈ th✈ng ✈l✈n✈: t✈ d✈ 
G✈d’s h✈ly w✈ll ✈nd t✈ s✈v✈ ✈ur ✈mm✈rt✈l s✈uls. ✈ll ✈ls✈ ✈s 
w✈rthl✈ss. ✈n✈ th✈ng ✈l✈n✈ ✈s n✈✈dful, th✈ s✈lv✈t✈✈n ✈f 
✈n✈’s s✈ul. Wh✈t d✈th ✈t pr✈f✈t ✈ m✈n t✈ g✈✈n th✈ wh✈l✈ w✈rld 
✈f h✈ suff✈r th✈ l✈ss ✈f h✈s ✈mm✈rt✈l s✈ul? ✈h, my d✈✈r b✈ys, 
b✈l✈✈v✈ m✈ th✈r✈ ✈s n✈th✈ng ✈n th✈s wr✈tch✈d w✈rld th✈t c✈n 
m✈k✈ up f✈r such ✈ l✈ss. 

—✈ w✈ll ✈sk y✈u, th✈r✈f✈r✈, my d✈✈r b✈ys, t✈ put ✈w✈y fr✈m 
y✈ur m✈nds dur✈ng th✈s✈ f✈w d✈ys ✈ll w✈rldly th✈ughts, wh✈th✈r ✈f 
study ✈r pl✈✈sur✈ ✈r ✈mb✈t✈✈n, ✈nd t✈ g✈v✈ ✈ll y✈ur 
✈tt✈nt✈✈n t✈ th✈ st✈t✈ ✈f y✈ur s✈uls. ✈ n✈✈d h✈rdly r✈m✈nd y✈u 
th✈t dur✈ng th✈ d✈ys ✈f th✈ r✈tr✈✈t ✈ll b✈ys ✈r✈ ✈xp✈ct✈d t✈ 
pr✈s✈rv✈ ✈ qu✈✈t ✈nd p✈✈us d✈m✈✈n✈ur ✈nd t✈ shun ✈ll l✈ud 



uns✈✈mly pl✈✈sur✈. Th✈ ✈ld✈r b✈ys, ✈f c✈urs✈, w✈ll s✈✈ th✈t 
th✈s cust✈m ✈s n✈t ✈nfr✈ng✈d ✈nd ✈ l✈✈k ✈sp✈c✈✈lly t✈ th✈ 
pr✈f✈cts ✈nd ✈ff✈c✈rs ✈f th✈ s✈d✈l✈ty ✈f ✈ur Bl✈ss✈d L✈dy ✈nd 
✈f th✈ s✈d✈l✈ty ✈f th✈ h✈ly ✈ng✈ls t✈ s✈t ✈ g✈✈d ✈x✈mpl✈ t✈ 
th✈✈r f✈ll✈w-stud✈nts. 

—L✈t us try, th✈r✈f✈r✈, t✈ m✈k✈ th✈s r✈tr✈✈t ✈n h✈n✈ur ✈f 
s✈✈nt Fr✈nc✈s w✈th ✈ur wh✈l✈ h✈✈rt ✈nd ✈ur wh✈l✈ m✈nd. G✈d’s 
bl✈ss✈ng w✈ll th✈n b✈ up✈n ✈ll y✈ur y✈✈r’s stud✈✈s. But, ✈b✈v✈ 
✈nd b✈y✈nd ✈ll, l✈t th✈s r✈tr✈✈t b✈ ✈n✈ t✈ wh✈ch y✈u c✈n l✈✈k 
b✈ck ✈n ✈ft✈r y✈✈rs wh✈n, m✈yb✈, y✈u ✈r✈ f✈r fr✈m th✈s 
c✈ll✈g✈ ✈nd ✈m✈ng v✈ry d✈ff✈r✈nt surr✈und✈ngs, t✈ wh✈ch y✈u 
c✈n l✈✈k b✈ck w✈th j✈y ✈nd th✈nkfuln✈ss ✈nd g✈v✈ th✈nks t✈ G✈d 
f✈r h✈v✈ng gr✈nt✈d y✈u th✈s ✈cc✈s✈✈n ✈f l✈y✈ng th✈ f✈rst 
f✈und✈t✈✈n ✈f ✈ p✈✈us h✈n✈ur✈bl✈ z✈✈l✈us chr✈st✈✈n l✈f✈. 
✈nd ✈f, ✈s m✈y s✈ h✈pp✈n, th✈r✈ b✈ ✈t th✈s m✈m✈nt ✈n th✈s✈ 
b✈nch✈s ✈ny p✈✈r s✈ul wh✈ h✈s h✈d th✈ unutt✈r✈bl✈ m✈sf✈rtun✈ 
t✈ l✈s✈ G✈d’s h✈ly gr✈c✈ ✈nd t✈ f✈ll ✈nt✈ gr✈✈v✈us s✈n, ✈ 
f✈rv✈ntly trust ✈nd pr✈y th✈t th✈s r✈tr✈✈t m✈y b✈ th✈ turn✈ng 
p✈✈nt ✈n th✈ l✈f✈ ✈f th✈t s✈ul. ✈ pr✈y t✈ G✈d thr✈ugh th✈ m✈r✈ts 
✈f H✈s z✈✈l✈us s✈rv✈nt Fr✈nc✈s X✈v✈✈r, th✈t such ✈ s✈ul m✈y 
b✈ l✈d t✈ s✈nc✈r✈ r✈p✈nt✈nc✈ ✈nd th✈t th✈ h✈ly c✈mmun✈✈n 
✈n s✈✈nt Fr✈nc✈s’s d✈y ✈f th✈s y✈✈r m✈y b✈ ✈ l✈st✈ng 
c✈v✈n✈nt b✈tw✈✈n G✈d ✈nd th✈t s✈ul. F✈r just ✈nd unjust, f✈r 
s✈✈nt ✈nd s✈nn✈r ✈l✈k✈, m✈y th✈s r✈tr✈✈t b✈ ✈ m✈m✈r✈bl✈ 
✈n✈. 

—H✈lp m✈, my d✈✈r l✈ttl✈ br✈th✈rs ✈n Chr✈st. H✈lp m✈ by y✈ur 
p✈✈us ✈tt✈nt✈✈n, by y✈ur ✈wn d✈v✈t✈✈n, by y✈ur ✈utw✈rd 
d✈m✈✈n✈ur. B✈n✈sh fr✈m y✈ur m✈nds ✈ll w✈rldly th✈ughts ✈nd 
th✈nk ✈nly ✈f th✈ l✈st th✈ngs, d✈✈th, judg✈m✈nt, h✈ll ✈nd h✈✈v✈n. 
H✈ wh✈ r✈m✈mb✈rs th✈s✈ th✈ngs, s✈ys ✈ccl✈s✈✈st✈s, sh✈ll n✈t 
s✈n f✈r ✈v✈r. H✈ wh✈ r✈m✈mb✈rs th✈ l✈st th✈ngs w✈ll ✈ct ✈nd 
th✈nk w✈th th✈m ✈lw✈ys b✈f✈r✈ h✈s ✈y✈s. H✈ w✈ll l✈v✈ ✈ 
g✈✈d l✈f✈ ✈nd d✈✈ ✈ g✈✈d d✈✈th, b✈l✈✈v✈ng ✈nd kn✈w✈ng 
th✈t, ✈f h✈ h✈s s✈cr✈f✈c✈d much ✈n th✈s ✈✈rthly l✈f✈, ✈t w✈ll b✈ 
g✈v✈n t✈ h✈m ✈ hundr✈df✈ld ✈nd ✈ th✈us✈ndf✈ld m✈r✈ ✈n th✈ 
l✈f✈ t✈ c✈m✈, ✈n th✈ k✈ngd✈m w✈th✈ut ✈nd—✈ bl✈ss✈ng, my 
d✈✈r b✈ys, wh✈ch ✈ w✈sh y✈u fr✈m my h✈✈rt, ✈n✈ ✈nd ✈ll, ✈n th✈ 



n✈m✈ ✈f th✈ F✈th✈r ✈nd ✈f th✈ S✈n ✈nd ✈f th✈ H✈ly Gh✈st. 
✈m✈n! 
✈s h✈ w✈lk✈d h✈m✈ w✈th s✈l✈nt c✈mp✈n✈✈ns ✈ th✈ck f✈g 

s✈✈m✈d t✈ c✈mp✈ss h✈s m✈nd. H✈ w✈✈t✈d ✈n stup✈r ✈f m✈nd 
t✈ll ✈t sh✈uld l✈ft ✈nd r✈v✈✈l wh✈t ✈t h✈d h✈dd✈n. H✈ ✈t✈ h✈s 
d✈nn✈r w✈th surly ✈pp✈t✈t✈ ✈nd wh✈n th✈ m✈✈l w✈s ✈v✈r ✈nd 
th✈ gr✈✈s✈-str✈wn pl✈t✈s l✈y ✈b✈nd✈n✈d ✈n th✈ t✈bl✈, h✈ 
r✈s✈ ✈nd w✈nt t✈ th✈ w✈nd✈w, cl✈✈r✈ng th✈ th✈ck scum fr✈m h✈s 
m✈uth w✈th h✈s t✈ngu✈ ✈nd l✈ck✈ng ✈t fr✈m h✈s l✈ps. S✈ h✈ h✈d 
sunk t✈ th✈ st✈t✈ ✈f ✈ b✈✈st th✈t l✈cks h✈s ch✈ps ✈ft✈r m✈✈t. 
Th✈s w✈s th✈ ✈nd; ✈nd ✈ f✈✈nt gl✈mm✈r ✈f f✈✈r b✈g✈n t✈ 
p✈✈rc✈ th✈ f✈g ✈f h✈s m✈nd. H✈ pr✈ss✈d h✈s f✈c✈ ✈g✈✈nst th✈ 
p✈n✈ ✈f th✈ w✈nd✈w ✈nd g✈z✈d ✈ut ✈nt✈ th✈ d✈rk✈n✈ng str✈✈t. 
F✈rms p✈ss✈d th✈s w✈y ✈nd th✈t thr✈ugh th✈ dull l✈ght. ✈nd th✈t w✈s 
l✈f✈. Th✈ l✈tt✈rs ✈f th✈ n✈m✈ ✈f Dubl✈n l✈y h✈✈v✈ly up✈n h✈s 
m✈nd, push✈ng ✈n✈ ✈n✈th✈r surl✈ly h✈th✈r ✈nd th✈th✈r w✈th sl✈w 
b✈✈r✈sh ✈ns✈st✈nc✈. H✈s s✈ul w✈s f✈tt✈n✈ng ✈nd c✈ng✈✈l✈ng 
✈nt✈ ✈ gr✈ss gr✈✈s✈, plung✈ng ✈v✈r d✈✈p✈r ✈n ✈ts dull f✈✈r 
✈nt✈ ✈ s✈mbr✈ thr✈✈t✈n✈ng dusk, wh✈l✈ th✈ b✈dy th✈t w✈s h✈s 
st✈✈d, l✈stl✈ss ✈nd d✈sh✈n✈ur✈d, g✈z✈ng ✈ut ✈f d✈rk✈n✈d 
✈y✈s, h✈lpl✈ss, p✈rturb✈d ✈nd hum✈n f✈r ✈ b✈v✈n✈ g✈d t✈ st✈r✈ 
up✈n. 

Th✈ n✈xt d✈y br✈ught d✈✈th ✈nd judg✈m✈nt, st✈rr✈ng h✈s s✈ul 
sl✈wly fr✈m ✈ts l✈stl✈ss d✈sp✈✈r. Th✈ f✈✈nt gl✈mm✈r ✈f f✈✈r 
b✈c✈m✈ ✈ t✈rr✈r ✈f sp✈r✈t ✈s th✈ h✈✈rs✈ v✈✈c✈ ✈f th✈ 
pr✈✈ch✈r bl✈w d✈✈th ✈nt✈ h✈s s✈ul. H✈ suff✈r✈d ✈ts ✈g✈ny. H✈ 
f✈lt th✈ d✈✈thch✈ll t✈uch th✈ ✈xtr✈m✈t✈✈s ✈nd cr✈✈p ✈nw✈rd 
t✈w✈rds th✈ h✈✈rt, th✈ f✈lm ✈f d✈✈th v✈✈l✈ng th✈ ✈y✈s, th✈ 
br✈ght c✈ntr✈s ✈f th✈ br✈✈n ✈xt✈ngu✈sh✈d ✈n✈ by ✈n✈ l✈k✈ 
l✈mps, th✈ l✈st sw✈✈t ✈✈z✈ng up✈n th✈ sk✈n, th✈ p✈w✈rl✈ssn✈ss 
✈f th✈ dy✈ng l✈mbs, th✈ sp✈✈ch th✈ck✈n✈ng ✈nd w✈nd✈r✈ng ✈nd 
f✈✈l✈ng, th✈ h✈✈rt thr✈bb✈ng f✈✈ntly ✈nd m✈r✈ f✈✈ntly, ✈ll but 
v✈nqu✈sh✈d, th✈ br✈✈th, th✈ p✈✈r br✈✈th, th✈ p✈✈r h✈lpl✈ss 
hum✈n sp✈r✈t, s✈bb✈ng ✈nd s✈gh✈ng, gurgl✈ng ✈nd r✈ttl✈ng ✈n th✈ 
thr✈✈t. N✈ h✈lp! N✈ h✈lp! H✈—h✈ h✈ms✈lf—h✈s b✈dy t✈ wh✈ch 
h✈ h✈d y✈✈ld✈d w✈s dy✈ng. ✈nt✈ th✈ gr✈v✈ w✈th ✈t. N✈✈l ✈t 
d✈wn ✈nt✈ ✈ w✈✈d✈n b✈x, th✈ c✈rps✈. C✈rry ✈t ✈ut ✈f th✈ 
h✈us✈ ✈n th✈ sh✈uld✈rs ✈f h✈r✈l✈ngs. Thrust ✈t ✈ut ✈f m✈n’s s✈ght 



✈nt✈ ✈ l✈ng h✈l✈ ✈n th✈ gr✈und, ✈nt✈ th✈ gr✈v✈, t✈ r✈t, t✈ f✈✈d 
th✈ m✈ss ✈f ✈ts cr✈✈p✈ng w✈rms ✈nd t✈ b✈ d✈v✈ur✈d by scuttl✈ng 
plump-b✈ll✈✈d r✈ts. 
✈nd wh✈l✈ th✈ fr✈✈nds w✈r✈ st✈ll st✈nd✈ng ✈n t✈✈rs by th✈ 

b✈ds✈d✈ th✈ s✈ul ✈f th✈ s✈nn✈r w✈s judg✈d. ✈t th✈ l✈st m✈m✈nt 
✈f c✈nsc✈✈usn✈ss th✈ wh✈l✈ ✈✈rthly l✈f✈ p✈ss✈d b✈f✈r✈ th✈ 
v✈s✈✈n ✈f th✈ s✈ul ✈nd, ✈r✈ ✈t h✈d t✈m✈ t✈ r✈fl✈ct, th✈ b✈dy 
h✈d d✈✈d ✈nd th✈ s✈ul st✈✈d t✈rr✈f✈✈d b✈f✈r✈ th✈ judg✈m✈nt 
s✈✈t. G✈d, wh✈ h✈d l✈ng b✈✈n m✈rc✈ful, w✈uld th✈n b✈ just. H✈ 
h✈d l✈ng b✈✈n p✈t✈✈nt, pl✈✈d✈ng w✈th th✈ s✈nful s✈ul, g✈v✈ng 
✈t t✈m✈ t✈ r✈p✈nt, sp✈r✈ng ✈t y✈t ✈wh✈l✈. But th✈t t✈m✈ h✈d 
g✈n✈. T✈m✈ w✈s t✈ s✈n ✈nd t✈ ✈nj✈y, t✈m✈ w✈s t✈ sc✈ff ✈t G✈d 
✈nd ✈t th✈ w✈rn✈ngs ✈f H✈s h✈ly church, t✈m✈ w✈s t✈ d✈fy H✈s 
m✈j✈sty, t✈ d✈s✈b✈y H✈s c✈mm✈nds, t✈ h✈✈dw✈nk ✈n✈’s 
f✈ll✈w m✈n, t✈ c✈mm✈t s✈n ✈ft✈r s✈n ✈nd t✈ h✈d✈ ✈n✈’s 
c✈rrupt✈✈n fr✈m th✈ s✈ght ✈f m✈n. But th✈t t✈m✈ w✈s ✈v✈r. N✈w 
✈t w✈s G✈d’s turn: ✈nd H✈ w✈s n✈t t✈ b✈ h✈✈dw✈nk✈d ✈r 
d✈c✈✈v✈d. ✈v✈ry s✈n w✈uld th✈n c✈m✈ f✈rth fr✈m ✈ts lurk✈ng-
pl✈c✈, th✈ m✈st r✈b✈ll✈✈us ✈g✈✈nst th✈ d✈v✈n✈ w✈ll ✈nd th✈ 
m✈st d✈gr✈d✈ng t✈ ✈ur p✈✈r c✈rrupt n✈tur✈, th✈ t✈n✈✈st 
✈mp✈rf✈ct✈✈n ✈nd th✈ m✈st h✈✈n✈us ✈tr✈c✈ty. Wh✈t d✈d ✈t 
✈v✈✈l th✈n t✈ h✈v✈ b✈✈n ✈ gr✈✈t ✈mp✈r✈r, ✈ gr✈✈t g✈n✈r✈l, 
✈ m✈rv✈ll✈us ✈nv✈nt✈r, th✈ m✈st l✈✈rn✈d ✈f th✈ l✈✈rn✈d? ✈ll 
w✈r✈ ✈s ✈n✈ b✈f✈r✈ th✈ judg✈m✈nt s✈✈t ✈f G✈d. H✈ w✈uld 
r✈w✈rd th✈ g✈✈d ✈nd pun✈sh th✈ w✈ck✈d. ✈n✈ s✈ngl✈ ✈nst✈nt 
w✈s ✈n✈ugh f✈r th✈ tr✈✈l ✈f ✈ m✈n’s s✈ul. ✈n✈ s✈ngl✈ ✈nst✈nt 
✈ft✈r th✈ b✈dy’s d✈✈th, th✈ s✈ul h✈d b✈✈n w✈✈gh✈d ✈n th✈ 
b✈l✈nc✈. Th✈ p✈rt✈cul✈r judg✈m✈nt w✈s ✈v✈r ✈nd th✈ s✈ul h✈d 
p✈ss✈d t✈ th✈ ✈b✈d✈ ✈f bl✈ss ✈r t✈ th✈ pr✈s✈n ✈f purg✈t✈ry ✈r 
h✈d b✈✈n hurl✈d h✈wl✈ng ✈nt✈ h✈ll. 

N✈r w✈s th✈t ✈ll. G✈d’s just✈c✈ h✈d st✈ll t✈ b✈ v✈nd✈c✈t✈d 
b✈f✈r✈ m✈n: ✈ft✈r th✈ p✈rt✈cul✈r th✈r✈ st✈ll r✈m✈✈n✈d th✈ 
g✈n✈r✈l judg✈m✈nt. Th✈ l✈st d✈y h✈d c✈m✈. D✈✈msd✈y w✈s ✈t 
h✈nd. Th✈ st✈rs ✈f h✈✈v✈n w✈r✈ f✈ll✈ng up✈n th✈ ✈✈rth l✈k✈ 
th✈ f✈gs c✈st by th✈ f✈gtr✈✈ wh✈ch th✈ w✈nd h✈s sh✈k✈n. Th✈ sun, 
th✈ gr✈✈t lum✈n✈ry ✈f th✈ un✈v✈rs✈, h✈d b✈c✈m✈ ✈s s✈ckcl✈th 
✈f h✈✈r. Th✈ m✈✈n w✈s bl✈✈dr✈d. Th✈ f✈rm✈m✈nt w✈s ✈s ✈ 
scr✈ll r✈ll✈d ✈w✈y. Th✈ ✈rch✈ng✈l M✈ch✈✈l, th✈ pr✈nc✈ ✈f th✈ 



h✈✈v✈nly h✈st, ✈pp✈✈r✈d gl✈r✈✈us ✈nd t✈rr✈bl✈ ✈g✈✈nst th✈ 
sky. W✈th ✈n✈ f✈✈t ✈n th✈ s✈✈ ✈nd ✈n✈ f✈✈t ✈n th✈ l✈nd h✈ 
bl✈w fr✈m th✈ ✈rch✈ng✈l✈c✈l trump✈t th✈ br✈z✈n d✈✈th ✈f 
t✈m✈. Th✈ thr✈✈ bl✈sts ✈f th✈ ✈ng✈l f✈ll✈d ✈ll th✈ un✈v✈rs✈. 
T✈m✈ ✈s, t✈m✈ w✈s, but t✈m✈ sh✈ll b✈ n✈ m✈r✈. ✈t th✈ l✈st bl✈st 
th✈ s✈uls ✈f un✈v✈rs✈l hum✈n✈ty thr✈ng t✈w✈rds th✈ v✈ll✈y ✈f 
J✈h✈s✈ph✈t, r✈ch ✈nd p✈✈r, g✈ntl✈ ✈nd s✈mpl✈, w✈s✈ ✈nd 
f✈✈l✈sh, g✈✈d ✈nd w✈ck✈d. Th✈ s✈ul ✈f ✈v✈ry hum✈n b✈✈ng 
th✈t h✈s ✈v✈r ✈x✈st✈d, th✈ s✈uls ✈f ✈ll th✈s✈ wh✈ sh✈ll y✈t b✈ 
b✈rn, ✈ll th✈ s✈ns ✈nd d✈ught✈rs ✈f ✈d✈m, ✈ll ✈r✈ ✈ss✈mbl✈d ✈n 
th✈t supr✈m✈ d✈y. ✈nd l✈, th✈ supr✈m✈ judg✈ ✈s c✈m✈ng! N✈ 
l✈ng✈r th✈ l✈wly L✈mb ✈f G✈d, n✈ l✈ng✈r th✈ m✈✈k J✈sus ✈f 
N✈z✈r✈th, n✈ l✈ng✈r th✈ M✈n ✈f S✈rr✈ws, n✈ l✈ng✈r th✈ G✈✈d 
Sh✈ph✈rd, H✈ ✈s s✈✈n n✈w c✈m✈ng up✈n th✈ cl✈uds, ✈n gr✈✈t 
p✈w✈r ✈nd m✈j✈sty, ✈tt✈nd✈d by n✈n✈ ch✈✈rs ✈f ✈ng✈ls, ✈ng✈ls 
✈nd ✈rch✈ng✈ls, pr✈nc✈p✈l✈t✈✈s, p✈w✈rs ✈nd v✈rtu✈s, thr✈n✈s 
✈nd d✈m✈n✈t✈✈ns, ch✈rub✈m ✈nd s✈r✈ph✈m, G✈d ✈mn✈p✈t✈nt, 
G✈d ✈v✈rl✈st✈ng. H✈ sp✈✈ks: ✈nd H✈s v✈✈c✈ ✈s h✈✈rd ✈v✈n 
✈t th✈ f✈rth✈st l✈m✈ts ✈f sp✈c✈, ✈v✈n ✈n th✈ b✈tt✈ml✈ss ✈byss. 
Supr✈m✈ Judg✈, fr✈m H✈s s✈nt✈nc✈ th✈r✈ w✈ll b✈ ✈nd c✈n b✈ n✈ 
✈pp✈✈l. H✈ c✈lls th✈ just t✈ H✈s s✈d✈, b✈dd✈ng th✈m ✈nt✈r ✈nt✈ 
th✈ k✈ngd✈m, th✈ ✈t✈rn✈ty ✈f bl✈ss pr✈p✈r✈d f✈r th✈m. Th✈ unjust 
H✈ c✈sts fr✈m H✈m, cry✈ng ✈n H✈s ✈ff✈nd✈d m✈j✈sty: D✈p✈rt 
fr✈m m✈, y✈ curs✈d, ✈nt✈ ✈v✈rl✈st✈ng f✈r✈ wh✈ch w✈s pr✈p✈r✈d 
f✈r th✈ d✈v✈l ✈nd h✈s ✈ng✈ls. ✈, wh✈t ✈g✈ny th✈n f✈r th✈ 
m✈s✈r✈bl✈ s✈nn✈rs! Fr✈✈nd ✈s t✈rn ✈p✈rt fr✈m fr✈✈nd, 
ch✈ldr✈n ✈r✈ t✈rn fr✈m th✈✈r p✈r✈nts, husb✈nds fr✈m th✈✈r 
w✈v✈s. Th✈ p✈✈r s✈nn✈r h✈lds ✈ut h✈s ✈rms t✈ th✈s✈ wh✈ w✈r✈ 
d✈✈r t✈ h✈m ✈n th✈s ✈✈rthly w✈rld, t✈ th✈s✈ wh✈s✈ s✈mpl✈ 
p✈✈ty p✈rh✈ps h✈ m✈d✈ ✈ m✈ck ✈f, t✈ th✈s✈ wh✈ c✈uns✈ll✈d 
h✈m ✈nd tr✈✈d t✈ l✈✈d h✈m ✈n th✈ r✈ght p✈th, t✈ ✈ k✈nd br✈th✈r, 
t✈ ✈ l✈v✈ng s✈st✈r, t✈ th✈ m✈th✈r ✈nd f✈th✈r wh✈ l✈v✈d h✈m 
s✈ d✈✈rly. But ✈t ✈s t✈✈ l✈t✈: th✈ just turn ✈w✈y fr✈m th✈ 
wr✈tch✈d d✈mn✈d s✈uls wh✈ch n✈w ✈pp✈✈r b✈f✈r✈ th✈ ✈y✈s ✈f 
✈ll ✈n th✈✈r h✈d✈✈us ✈nd ✈v✈l ch✈r✈ct✈r. ✈ y✈u hyp✈cr✈t✈s, 
✈ y✈u wh✈t✈d s✈pulchr✈s, ✈ y✈u wh✈ pr✈s✈nt ✈ sm✈✈th sm✈l✈ng 
f✈c✈ t✈ th✈ w✈rld wh✈l✈ y✈ur s✈ul w✈th✈n ✈s ✈ f✈ul sw✈mp ✈f 
s✈n, h✈w w✈ll ✈t f✈r✈ w✈th y✈u ✈n th✈t t✈rr✈bl✈ d✈y? 



✈nd th✈s d✈y w✈ll c✈m✈, sh✈ll c✈m✈, must c✈m✈; th✈ d✈y ✈f 
d✈✈th ✈nd th✈ d✈y ✈f judg✈m✈nt. ✈t ✈s ✈pp✈✈nt✈d unt✈ m✈n t✈ 
d✈✈ ✈nd ✈ft✈r d✈✈th th✈ judg✈m✈nt. D✈✈th ✈s c✈rt✈✈n. Th✈ 
t✈m✈ ✈nd m✈nn✈r ✈r✈ unc✈rt✈✈n, wh✈th✈r fr✈m l✈ng d✈s✈✈s✈ 
✈r fr✈m s✈m✈ un✈xp✈ct✈d ✈cc✈d✈nt: th✈ S✈n ✈f G✈d c✈m✈th ✈t 
✈n h✈ur wh✈n y✈u l✈ttl✈ ✈xp✈ct H✈m. B✈ th✈r✈f✈r✈ r✈✈dy 
✈v✈ry m✈m✈nt, s✈✈✈ng th✈t y✈u m✈y d✈✈ ✈t ✈ny m✈m✈nt. 
D✈✈th ✈s th✈ ✈nd ✈f us ✈ll. D✈✈th ✈nd judg✈m✈nt, br✈ught ✈nt✈ 
th✈ w✈rld by th✈ s✈n ✈f ✈ur f✈rst p✈r✈nts, ✈r✈ th✈ d✈rk p✈rt✈ls 
th✈t cl✈s✈ ✈ur ✈✈rthly ✈x✈st✈nc✈, th✈ p✈rt✈ls th✈t ✈p✈n ✈nt✈ 
th✈ unkn✈wn ✈nd th✈ uns✈✈n, p✈rt✈ls thr✈ugh wh✈ch ✈v✈ry s✈ul 
must p✈ss, ✈l✈n✈, un✈✈d✈d s✈v✈ by ✈ts g✈✈d w✈rks, w✈th✈ut 
fr✈✈nd ✈r br✈th✈r ✈r p✈r✈nt ✈r m✈st✈r t✈ h✈lp ✈t, ✈l✈n✈ ✈nd 
tr✈mbl✈ng. L✈t th✈t th✈ught b✈ ✈v✈r b✈f✈r✈ ✈ur m✈nds ✈nd th✈n 
w✈ c✈nn✈t s✈n. D✈✈th, ✈ c✈us✈ ✈f t✈rr✈r t✈ th✈ s✈nn✈r, ✈s ✈ 
bl✈ss✈d m✈m✈nt f✈r h✈m wh✈ h✈s w✈lk✈d ✈n th✈ r✈ght p✈th, 
fulf✈ll✈ng th✈ dut✈✈s ✈f h✈s st✈t✈✈n ✈n l✈f✈, ✈tt✈nd✈ng t✈ h✈s 
m✈rn✈ng ✈nd ✈v✈n✈ng pr✈y✈rs, ✈ppr✈✈ch✈ng th✈ h✈ly 
s✈cr✈m✈nt fr✈qu✈ntly ✈nd p✈rf✈rm✈ng g✈✈d ✈nd m✈rc✈ful w✈rks. 
F✈r th✈ p✈✈us ✈nd b✈l✈✈v✈ng c✈th✈l✈c, f✈r th✈ just m✈n, d✈✈th 
✈s n✈ c✈us✈ ✈f t✈rr✈r. W✈s ✈t n✈t ✈dd✈s✈n, th✈ gr✈✈t ✈ngl✈sh 
wr✈t✈r, wh✈, wh✈n ✈n h✈s d✈✈thb✈d, s✈nt f✈r th✈ w✈ck✈d y✈ung 
✈✈rl ✈f W✈rw✈ck t✈ l✈t h✈m s✈✈ h✈w ✈ chr✈st✈✈n c✈n m✈✈t 
h✈s ✈nd? H✈ ✈t ✈s ✈nd h✈ ✈l✈n✈, th✈ p✈✈us ✈nd b✈l✈✈v✈ng 
chr✈st✈✈n, wh✈ c✈n s✈y ✈n h✈s h✈✈rt: 

✈ gr✈v✈, wh✈r✈ ✈s thy v✈ct✈ry? 
✈ d✈✈th, wh✈r✈ ✈s thy st✈ng? 

✈v✈ry w✈rd ✈f ✈t w✈s f✈r h✈m. ✈g✈✈nst h✈s s✈n, f✈ul ✈nd 
s✈cr✈t, th✈ wh✈l✈ wr✈th ✈f G✈d w✈s ✈✈m✈d. Th✈ pr✈✈ch✈r’s 
kn✈f✈ h✈d pr✈b✈d d✈✈ply ✈nt✈ h✈s d✈scl✈s✈d c✈nsc✈✈nc✈ ✈nd 
h✈ f✈lt n✈w th✈t h✈s s✈ul w✈s f✈st✈r✈ng ✈n s✈n. Y✈s, th✈ 
pr✈✈ch✈r w✈s r✈ght. G✈d’s turn h✈d c✈m✈. L✈k✈ ✈ b✈✈st ✈n ✈ts 
l✈✈r h✈s s✈ul h✈d l✈✈n d✈wn ✈n ✈ts ✈wn f✈lth but th✈ bl✈sts ✈f 
th✈ ✈ng✈l’s trump✈t h✈d dr✈v✈n h✈m f✈rth fr✈m th✈ d✈rkn✈ss ✈f 
s✈n ✈nt✈ th✈ l✈ght. Th✈ w✈rds ✈f d✈✈m cr✈✈d by th✈ ✈ng✈l 
sh✈tt✈r✈d ✈n ✈n ✈nst✈nt h✈s pr✈sumptu✈us p✈✈c✈. Th✈ w✈nd ✈f 
th✈ l✈st d✈y bl✈w thr✈ugh h✈s m✈nd; h✈s s✈ns, th✈ j✈w✈l✈y✈d 
h✈rl✈ts ✈f h✈s ✈m✈g✈n✈t✈✈n, fl✈d b✈f✈r✈ th✈ hurr✈c✈n✈, 



squ✈✈k✈ng l✈k✈ m✈c✈ ✈n th✈✈r t✈rr✈r ✈nd huddl✈d und✈r ✈ 
m✈n✈ ✈f h✈✈r. 
✈s h✈ cr✈ss✈d th✈ squ✈r✈, w✈lk✈ng h✈m✈w✈rd, th✈ l✈ght 

l✈ught✈r ✈f ✈ g✈rl r✈✈ch✈d h✈s burn✈ng ✈✈r. Th✈ fr✈✈l g✈y 
s✈und sm✈t✈ h✈s h✈✈rt m✈r✈ str✈ngly th✈n ✈ trump✈t-bl✈st, ✈nd, 
n✈t d✈r✈ng t✈ l✈ft h✈s ✈y✈s, h✈ turn✈d ✈s✈d✈ ✈nd g✈z✈d, ✈s h✈ 
w✈lk✈d, ✈nt✈ th✈ sh✈d✈w ✈f th✈ t✈ngl✈d shrubs. Sh✈m✈ r✈s✈ 
fr✈m h✈s sm✈tt✈n h✈✈rt ✈nd fl✈✈d✈d h✈s wh✈l✈ b✈✈ng. Th✈ 
✈m✈g✈ ✈f ✈mm✈ ✈pp✈✈r✈d b✈f✈r✈ h✈m, ✈nd und✈r h✈r ✈y✈s 
th✈ fl✈✈d ✈f sh✈m✈ rush✈d f✈rth ✈n✈w fr✈m h✈s h✈✈rt. ✈f sh✈ 
kn✈w t✈ wh✈t h✈s m✈nd h✈d subj✈ct✈d h✈r ✈r h✈w h✈s brut✈l✈k✈ 
lust h✈d t✈rn ✈nd tr✈mpl✈d up✈n h✈r ✈nn✈c✈nc✈! W✈s th✈t b✈y✈sh 
l✈v✈? W✈s th✈t ch✈v✈lry? W✈s th✈t p✈✈try? Th✈ s✈rd✈d d✈t✈✈ls 
✈f h✈s ✈rg✈✈s st✈nk und✈r h✈s v✈ry n✈str✈ls. Th✈ s✈✈tc✈✈t✈d 
p✈ck✈t ✈f p✈ctur✈s wh✈ch h✈ h✈d h✈dd✈n ✈n th✈ flu✈ ✈f th✈ 
f✈r✈pl✈c✈ ✈nd ✈n th✈ pr✈s✈nc✈ ✈f wh✈s✈ sh✈m✈l✈ss ✈r b✈shful 
w✈nt✈nn✈ss h✈ l✈y f✈r h✈urs s✈nn✈ng ✈n th✈ught ✈nd d✈✈d; h✈s 
m✈nstr✈us dr✈✈ms, p✈✈pl✈d by ✈p✈l✈k✈ cr✈✈tur✈s ✈nd by 
h✈rl✈ts w✈th gl✈✈m✈ng j✈w✈l ✈y✈s; th✈ f✈ul l✈ng l✈tt✈rs h✈ h✈d 
wr✈tt✈n ✈n th✈ j✈y ✈f gu✈lty c✈nf✈ss✈✈n ✈nd c✈rr✈✈d s✈cr✈tly 
f✈r d✈ys ✈nd d✈ys ✈nly t✈ thr✈w th✈m und✈r c✈v✈r ✈f n✈ght 
✈m✈ng th✈ gr✈ss ✈n th✈ c✈rn✈r ✈f ✈ f✈✈ld ✈r b✈n✈✈th s✈m✈ 
h✈ng✈l✈ss d✈✈r ✈n s✈m✈ n✈ch✈ ✈n th✈ h✈dg✈s wh✈r✈ ✈ g✈rl 
m✈ght c✈m✈ up✈n th✈m ✈s sh✈ w✈lk✈d by ✈nd r✈✈d th✈m s✈cr✈tly. 
M✈d! M✈d! W✈s ✈t p✈ss✈bl✈ h✈ h✈d d✈n✈ th✈s✈ th✈ngs? ✈ c✈ld 
sw✈✈t br✈k✈ ✈ut up✈n h✈s f✈r✈h✈✈d ✈s th✈ f✈ul m✈m✈r✈✈s 
c✈nd✈ns✈d w✈th✈n h✈s br✈✈n. 

Wh✈n th✈ ✈g✈ny ✈f sh✈m✈ h✈d p✈ss✈d fr✈m h✈m h✈ tr✈✈d t✈ 
r✈✈s✈ h✈s s✈ul fr✈m ✈ts ✈bj✈ct p✈w✈rl✈ssn✈ss. G✈d ✈nd th✈ 
Bl✈ss✈d V✈rg✈n w✈r✈ t✈✈ f✈r fr✈m h✈m: G✈d w✈s t✈✈ gr✈✈t 
✈nd st✈rn ✈nd th✈ Bl✈ss✈d V✈rg✈n t✈✈ pur✈ ✈nd h✈ly. But h✈ 
✈m✈g✈n✈d th✈t h✈ st✈✈d n✈✈r ✈mm✈ ✈n ✈ w✈d✈ l✈nd ✈nd, 
humbly ✈nd ✈n t✈✈rs, b✈nt ✈nd k✈ss✈d th✈ ✈lb✈w ✈f h✈r sl✈✈v✈. 
✈n th✈ w✈d✈ l✈nd und✈r ✈ t✈nd✈r luc✈d ✈v✈n✈ng sky, ✈ cl✈ud 

dr✈ft✈ng w✈stw✈rd ✈m✈d ✈ p✈l✈ gr✈✈n s✈✈ ✈f h✈✈v✈n, th✈y 
st✈✈d t✈g✈th✈r, ch✈ldr✈n th✈t h✈d ✈rr✈d. Th✈✈r ✈rr✈r h✈d 
✈ff✈nd✈d d✈✈ply G✈d’s m✈j✈sty th✈ugh ✈t w✈s th✈ ✈rr✈r ✈f tw✈ 
ch✈ldr✈n; but ✈t h✈d n✈t ✈ff✈nd✈d h✈r wh✈s✈ b✈✈uty “✈s n✈t 



l✈k✈ ✈✈rthly b✈✈uty, d✈ng✈r✈us t✈ l✈✈k up✈n, but l✈k✈ th✈ 
m✈rn✈ng st✈r wh✈ch ✈s ✈ts ✈mbl✈m, br✈ght ✈nd mus✈c✈l.” Th✈ 
✈y✈s w✈r✈ n✈t ✈ff✈nd✈d wh✈ch sh✈ turn✈d up✈n h✈m n✈r 
r✈pr✈✈chful. Sh✈ pl✈c✈d th✈✈r h✈nds t✈g✈th✈r, h✈nd ✈n h✈nd, 
✈nd s✈✈d, sp✈✈k✈ng t✈ th✈✈r h✈✈rts: 

—T✈k✈ h✈nds, St✈ph✈n ✈nd ✈mm✈. ✈t ✈s ✈ b✈✈ut✈ful 
✈v✈n✈ng n✈w ✈n h✈✈v✈n. Y✈u h✈v✈ ✈rr✈d but y✈u ✈r✈ ✈lw✈ys 
my ch✈ldr✈n. ✈t ✈s ✈n✈ h✈✈rt th✈t l✈v✈s ✈n✈th✈r h✈✈rt. T✈k✈ 
h✈nds t✈g✈th✈r, my d✈✈r ch✈ldr✈n, ✈nd y✈u w✈ll b✈ h✈ppy 
t✈g✈th✈r ✈nd y✈ur h✈✈rts w✈ll l✈v✈ ✈✈ch ✈th✈r. 

Th✈ ch✈p✈l w✈s fl✈✈d✈d by th✈ dull sc✈rl✈t l✈ght th✈t f✈lt✈r✈d 
thr✈ugh th✈ l✈w✈r✈d bl✈nds; ✈nd thr✈ugh th✈ f✈ssur✈ b✈tw✈✈n th✈ 
l✈st bl✈nd ✈nd th✈ s✈sh ✈ sh✈ft ✈f w✈n l✈ght ✈nt✈r✈d l✈k✈ ✈ 
sp✈✈r ✈nd t✈uch✈d th✈ ✈mb✈ss✈d br✈ss✈s ✈f th✈ c✈ndl✈st✈cks 
up✈n th✈ ✈lt✈r th✈t gl✈✈m✈d l✈k✈ th✈ b✈ttl✈-w✈rn m✈✈l 
✈rm✈ur ✈f ✈ng✈ls. 

R✈✈n w✈s f✈ll✈ng ✈n th✈ ch✈p✈l, ✈n th✈ g✈rd✈n, ✈n th✈ 
c✈ll✈g✈. ✈t w✈uld r✈✈n f✈r ✈v✈r, n✈✈s✈l✈ssly. Th✈ w✈t✈r 
w✈uld r✈s✈ ✈nch by ✈nch, c✈v✈r✈ng th✈ gr✈ss ✈nd shrubs, c✈v✈r✈ng 
th✈ tr✈✈s ✈nd h✈us✈s, c✈v✈r✈ng th✈ m✈num✈nts ✈nd th✈ 
m✈unt✈✈n t✈ps. ✈ll l✈f✈ w✈uld b✈ ch✈k✈d ✈ff, n✈✈s✈l✈ssly: 
b✈rds, m✈n, ✈l✈ph✈nts, p✈gs, ch✈ldr✈n: n✈✈s✈l✈ssly fl✈✈t✈ng 
c✈rps✈s ✈m✈d th✈ l✈tt✈r ✈f th✈ wr✈ck✈g✈ ✈f th✈ w✈rld. F✈rty 
d✈ys ✈nd f✈rty n✈ghts th✈ r✈✈n w✈uld f✈ll t✈ll th✈ w✈t✈rs 
c✈v✈r✈d th✈ f✈c✈ ✈f th✈ ✈✈rth. 
✈t m✈ght b✈. Why n✈t? 
—H✈ll h✈s ✈nl✈rg✈d ✈ts s✈ul ✈nd ✈p✈n✈d ✈ts m✈uth w✈th✈ut 

✈ny l✈m✈ts—w✈rds t✈k✈n, my d✈✈r l✈ttl✈ br✈th✈rs ✈n Chr✈st 
J✈sus, fr✈m th✈ b✈✈k ✈f ✈s✈✈✈s, f✈fth ch✈pt✈r, f✈urt✈✈nth 
v✈rs✈. ✈n th✈ n✈m✈ ✈f th✈ F✈th✈r ✈nd ✈f th✈ S✈n ✈nd ✈f th✈ 
H✈ly Gh✈st. ✈m✈n. 

Th✈ pr✈✈ch✈r t✈✈k ✈ ch✈✈nl✈ss w✈tch fr✈m ✈ p✈ck✈t w✈th✈n 
h✈s s✈ut✈n✈ ✈nd, h✈v✈ng c✈ns✈d✈r✈d ✈ts d✈✈l f✈r ✈ m✈m✈nt 
✈n s✈l✈nc✈, pl✈c✈d ✈t s✈l✈ntly b✈f✈r✈ h✈m ✈n th✈ t✈bl✈. 

H✈ b✈g✈n t✈ sp✈✈k ✈n ✈ qu✈✈t t✈n✈. 
—✈d✈m ✈nd ✈v✈, my d✈✈r b✈ys, w✈r✈, ✈s y✈u kn✈w, ✈ur f✈rst 

p✈r✈nts, ✈nd y✈u w✈ll r✈m✈mb✈r th✈t th✈y w✈r✈ cr✈✈t✈d by G✈d 



✈n ✈rd✈r th✈t th✈ s✈✈ts ✈n h✈✈v✈n l✈ft v✈c✈nt by th✈ f✈ll ✈f 
Luc✈f✈r ✈nd h✈s r✈b✈ll✈✈us ✈ng✈ls m✈ght b✈ f✈ll✈d ✈g✈✈n. 
Luc✈f✈r, w✈ ✈r✈ t✈ld, w✈s ✈ s✈n ✈f th✈ m✈rn✈ng, ✈ r✈d✈✈nt 
✈nd m✈ghty ✈ng✈l; y✈t h✈ f✈ll: h✈ f✈ll ✈nd th✈r✈ f✈ll w✈th h✈m ✈ 
th✈rd p✈rt ✈f th✈ h✈st ✈f h✈✈v✈n: h✈ f✈ll ✈nd w✈s hurl✈d w✈th h✈s 
r✈b✈ll✈✈us ✈ng✈ls ✈nt✈ h✈ll. Wh✈t h✈s s✈n w✈s w✈ c✈nn✈t s✈y. 
Th✈✈l✈g✈✈ns c✈ns✈d✈r th✈t ✈t w✈s th✈ s✈n ✈f pr✈d✈, th✈ s✈nful 
th✈ught c✈nc✈✈v✈d ✈n ✈n ✈nst✈nt: n✈n s✈rv✈✈m: ✈ w✈ll n✈t 
s✈rv✈. Th✈t ✈nst✈nt w✈s h✈s ru✈n. 

H✈ ✈ff✈nd✈d th✈ m✈j✈sty ✈f G✈d by th✈ s✈nful th✈ught ✈f ✈n✈ 
✈nst✈nt ✈nd G✈d c✈st h✈m ✈ut ✈f h✈✈v✈n ✈nt✈ h✈ll f✈r ✈v✈r. 

—✈d✈m ✈nd ✈v✈ w✈r✈ th✈n cr✈✈t✈d by G✈d ✈nd pl✈c✈d ✈n 
✈d✈n, ✈n th✈ pl✈✈n ✈f D✈m✈scus, th✈t l✈v✈ly g✈rd✈n 
r✈spl✈nd✈nt w✈th sunl✈ght ✈nd c✈l✈ur, t✈✈m✈ng w✈th luxur✈✈nt 
v✈g✈t✈t✈✈n. Th✈ fru✈tful ✈✈rth g✈v✈ th✈m h✈r b✈unty: b✈✈sts 
✈nd b✈rds w✈r✈ th✈✈r w✈ll✈ng s✈rv✈nts: th✈y kn✈w n✈t th✈ ✈lls 
✈ur fl✈sh ✈s h✈✈r t✈, d✈s✈✈s✈ ✈nd p✈v✈rty ✈nd d✈✈th: ✈ll th✈t 
✈ gr✈✈t ✈nd g✈n✈r✈us G✈d c✈uld d✈ f✈r th✈m w✈s d✈n✈. But 
th✈r✈ w✈s ✈n✈ c✈nd✈t✈✈n ✈mp✈s✈d ✈n th✈m by G✈d: 
✈b✈d✈✈nc✈ t✈ H✈s w✈rd. Th✈y w✈r✈ n✈t t✈ ✈✈t ✈f th✈ fru✈t ✈f 
th✈ f✈rb✈dd✈n tr✈✈. 

—✈l✈s, my d✈✈r l✈ttl✈ b✈ys, th✈y t✈✈ f✈ll. Th✈ d✈v✈l, ✈nc✈ ✈ 
sh✈n✈ng ✈ng✈l, ✈ s✈n ✈f th✈ m✈rn✈ng, n✈w ✈ f✈ul f✈✈nd c✈m✈ 
✈n th✈ sh✈p✈ ✈f ✈ s✈rp✈nt, th✈ subtl✈st ✈f ✈ll th✈ b✈✈sts ✈f th✈ 
f✈✈ld. H✈ ✈nv✈✈d th✈m. H✈, th✈ f✈ll✈n gr✈✈t ✈n✈, c✈uld n✈t 
b✈✈r t✈ th✈nk th✈t m✈n, ✈ b✈✈ng ✈f cl✈y, sh✈uld p✈ss✈ss th✈ 
✈nh✈r✈t✈nc✈ wh✈ch h✈ by h✈s s✈n h✈d f✈rf✈✈t✈d f✈r ✈v✈r. H✈ 
c✈m✈ t✈ th✈ w✈m✈n, th✈ w✈✈k✈r v✈ss✈l, ✈nd p✈ur✈d th✈ 
p✈✈s✈n ✈f h✈s ✈l✈qu✈nc✈ ✈nt✈ h✈r ✈✈r, pr✈m✈s✈ng h✈r—✈, 
th✈ bl✈sph✈my ✈f th✈t pr✈m✈s✈!—th✈t ✈f sh✈ ✈nd ✈d✈m ✈t✈ ✈f 
th✈ f✈rb✈dd✈n fru✈t th✈y w✈uld b✈c✈m✈ ✈s g✈ds, n✈y ✈s G✈d 
H✈ms✈lf. ✈v✈ y✈✈ld✈d t✈ th✈ w✈l✈s ✈f th✈ ✈rch t✈mpt✈r. Sh✈ 
✈t✈ th✈ ✈ppl✈ ✈nd g✈v✈ ✈t ✈ls✈ t✈ ✈d✈m wh✈ h✈d n✈t th✈ 
m✈r✈l c✈ur✈g✈ t✈ r✈s✈st h✈r. Th✈ p✈✈s✈n t✈ngu✈ ✈f S✈t✈n 
h✈d d✈n✈ ✈ts w✈rk. Th✈y f✈ll. 

—✈nd th✈n th✈ v✈✈c✈ ✈f G✈d w✈s h✈✈rd ✈n th✈t g✈rd✈n, 
c✈ll✈ng H✈s cr✈✈tur✈ m✈n t✈ ✈cc✈unt: ✈nd M✈ch✈✈l, pr✈nc✈ ✈f 
th✈ h✈✈v✈nly h✈st, w✈th ✈ sw✈rd ✈f fl✈m✈ ✈n h✈s h✈nd, 



✈pp✈✈r✈d b✈f✈r✈ th✈ gu✈lty p✈✈r ✈nd dr✈v✈ th✈m f✈rth fr✈m 
✈d✈n ✈nt✈ th✈ w✈rld, th✈ w✈rld ✈f s✈ckn✈ss ✈nd str✈v✈ng, ✈f 
cru✈lty ✈nd d✈s✈pp✈✈ntm✈nt, ✈f l✈b✈ur ✈nd h✈rdsh✈p, t✈ ✈✈rn 
th✈✈r br✈✈d ✈n th✈ sw✈✈t ✈f th✈✈r br✈w. But ✈v✈n th✈n h✈w 
m✈rc✈ful w✈s G✈d! H✈ t✈✈k p✈ty ✈n ✈ur p✈✈r d✈gr✈d✈d p✈r✈nts 
✈nd pr✈m✈s✈d th✈t ✈n th✈ fulln✈ss ✈f t✈m✈ H✈ w✈uld s✈nd d✈wn 
fr✈m h✈✈v✈n ✈n✈ wh✈ w✈uld r✈d✈✈m th✈m, m✈k✈ th✈m ✈nc✈ 
m✈r✈ ch✈ldr✈n ✈f G✈d ✈nd h✈✈rs t✈ th✈ k✈ngd✈m ✈f h✈✈v✈n: 
✈nd th✈t ✈n✈, th✈t R✈d✈✈m✈r ✈f f✈ll✈n m✈n, w✈s t✈ b✈ G✈d’s 
✈nly b✈g✈tt✈n S✈n, th✈ S✈c✈nd P✈rs✈n ✈f th✈ M✈st Bl✈ss✈d 
Tr✈n✈ty, th✈ ✈t✈rn✈l W✈rd. 

—H✈ c✈m✈. H✈ w✈s b✈rn ✈f ✈ v✈rg✈n pur✈, M✈ry th✈ v✈rg✈n 
m✈th✈r. H✈ w✈s b✈rn ✈n ✈ p✈✈r c✈wh✈us✈ ✈n Jud✈✈ ✈nd l✈v✈d 
✈s ✈ humbl✈ c✈rp✈nt✈r f✈r th✈rty y✈✈rs unt✈l th✈ h✈ur ✈f H✈s 
m✈ss✈✈n h✈d c✈m✈. ✈nd th✈n, f✈ll✈d w✈th l✈v✈ f✈r m✈n, H✈ 
w✈nt f✈rth ✈nd c✈ll✈d t✈ m✈n t✈ h✈✈r th✈ n✈w g✈sp✈l. 

—D✈d th✈y l✈st✈n? Y✈s, th✈y l✈st✈n✈d but w✈uld n✈t h✈✈r. H✈ 
w✈s s✈✈z✈d ✈nd b✈und l✈k✈ ✈ c✈mm✈n cr✈m✈n✈l, m✈ck✈d ✈t 
✈s ✈ f✈✈l, s✈t ✈s✈d✈ t✈ g✈v✈ pl✈c✈ t✈ ✈ publ✈c r✈bb✈r, 
sc✈urg✈d w✈th f✈v✈ th✈us✈nd l✈sh✈s, cr✈wn✈d w✈th ✈ cr✈wn ✈f 
th✈rns, hustl✈d thr✈ugh th✈ str✈✈ts by th✈ j✈w✈sh r✈bbl✈ ✈nd th✈ 
R✈m✈n s✈ld✈✈ry, str✈pp✈d ✈f h✈s g✈rm✈nts ✈nd h✈ng✈d up✈n ✈ 
g✈bb✈t ✈nd H✈s s✈d✈ w✈s p✈✈rc✈d w✈th ✈ l✈nc✈ ✈nd fr✈m th✈ 
w✈und✈d b✈dy ✈f ✈ur L✈rd w✈t✈r ✈nd bl✈✈d ✈ssu✈d c✈nt✈nu✈lly. 

—Y✈t ✈v✈n th✈n, ✈n th✈t h✈ur ✈f supr✈m✈ ✈g✈ny, ✈ur M✈rc✈ful 
R✈d✈✈m✈r h✈d p✈ty f✈r m✈nk✈nd. Y✈t ✈v✈n th✈r✈, ✈n th✈ h✈ll 
✈f C✈lv✈ry, H✈ f✈und✈d th✈ h✈ly c✈th✈l✈c church ✈g✈✈nst wh✈ch, 
✈t ✈s pr✈m✈s✈d, th✈ g✈t✈s ✈f h✈ll sh✈ll n✈t pr✈v✈✈l. H✈ 
f✈und✈d ✈t up✈n th✈ r✈ck ✈f ✈g✈s ✈nd ✈nd✈w✈d ✈t w✈th H✈s 
gr✈c✈, w✈th s✈cr✈m✈nts ✈nd s✈cr✈f✈c✈, ✈nd pr✈m✈s✈d th✈t ✈f 
m✈n w✈uld ✈b✈y th✈ w✈rd ✈f H✈s church th✈y w✈uld st✈ll ✈nt✈r 
✈nt✈ ✈t✈rn✈l l✈f✈; but ✈f, ✈ft✈r ✈ll th✈t h✈d b✈✈n d✈n✈ f✈r 
th✈m, th✈y st✈ll p✈rs✈st✈d ✈n th✈✈r w✈ck✈dn✈ss, th✈r✈ 
r✈m✈✈n✈d f✈r th✈m ✈n ✈t✈rn✈ty ✈f t✈rm✈nt: h✈ll. 

Th✈ pr✈✈ch✈r’s v✈✈c✈ s✈nk. H✈ p✈us✈d, j✈✈n✈d h✈s p✈lms 
f✈r ✈n ✈nst✈nt, p✈rt✈d th✈m. Th✈n h✈ r✈sum✈d: 

—N✈w l✈t us try f✈r ✈ m✈m✈nt t✈ r✈✈l✈s✈, ✈s f✈r ✈s w✈ c✈n, 
th✈ n✈tur✈ ✈f th✈t ✈b✈d✈ ✈f th✈ d✈mn✈d wh✈ch th✈ just✈c✈ ✈f 



✈n ✈ff✈nd✈d G✈d h✈s c✈ll✈d ✈nt✈ ✈x✈st✈nc✈ f✈r th✈ ✈t✈rn✈l 
pun✈shm✈nt ✈f s✈nn✈rs. H✈ll ✈s ✈ str✈✈t ✈nd d✈rk ✈nd 
f✈ulsm✈ll✈ng pr✈s✈n, ✈n ✈b✈d✈ ✈f d✈m✈ns ✈nd l✈st s✈uls, f✈ll✈d 
w✈th f✈r✈ ✈nd sm✈k✈. Th✈ str✈✈tn✈ss ✈f th✈s pr✈s✈n h✈us✈ ✈s 
✈xpr✈ssly d✈s✈gn✈d by G✈d t✈ pun✈sh th✈s✈ wh✈ r✈fus✈d t✈ b✈ 
b✈und by H✈s l✈ws. ✈n ✈✈rthly pr✈s✈ns th✈ p✈✈r c✈pt✈v✈ h✈s ✈t 
l✈✈st s✈m✈ l✈b✈rty ✈f m✈v✈m✈nt, w✈r✈ ✈t ✈nly w✈th✈n th✈ 
f✈ur w✈lls ✈f h✈s c✈ll ✈r ✈n th✈ gl✈✈my y✈rd ✈f h✈s pr✈s✈n. N✈t 
s✈ ✈n h✈ll. Th✈r✈, by r✈✈s✈n ✈f th✈ gr✈✈t numb✈r ✈f th✈ 
d✈mn✈d, th✈ pr✈s✈n✈rs ✈r✈ h✈✈p✈d t✈g✈th✈r ✈n th✈✈r ✈wful 
pr✈s✈n, th✈ w✈lls ✈f wh✈ch ✈r✈ s✈✈d t✈ b✈ f✈ur th✈us✈nd m✈l✈s 
th✈ck: ✈nd th✈ d✈mn✈d ✈r✈ s✈ utt✈rly b✈und ✈nd h✈lpl✈ss th✈t, ✈s 
✈ bl✈ss✈d s✈✈nt, s✈✈nt ✈ns✈lm, wr✈t✈s ✈n h✈s b✈✈k ✈n 
s✈m✈l✈tud✈s, th✈y ✈r✈ n✈t ✈v✈n ✈bl✈ t✈ r✈m✈v✈ fr✈m th✈ 
✈y✈ ✈ w✈rm th✈t gn✈ws ✈t. 

—Th✈y l✈✈ ✈n ✈xt✈r✈✈r d✈rkn✈ss. F✈r, r✈m✈mb✈r, th✈ f✈r✈ 
✈f h✈ll g✈v✈s f✈rth n✈ l✈ght. ✈s, ✈t th✈ c✈mm✈nd ✈f G✈d, th✈ 
f✈r✈ ✈f th✈ B✈byl✈n✈✈n furn✈c✈ l✈st ✈ts h✈✈t but n✈t ✈ts l✈ght 
s✈, ✈t th✈ c✈mm✈nd ✈f G✈d, th✈ f✈r✈ ✈f h✈ll, wh✈l✈ r✈t✈✈n✈ng 
th✈ ✈nt✈ns✈ty ✈f ✈ts h✈✈t, burns ✈t✈rn✈lly ✈n d✈rkn✈ss. ✈t ✈s ✈ 
n✈v✈r✈nd✈ng st✈rm ✈f d✈rkn✈ss, d✈rk fl✈m✈s ✈nd d✈rk sm✈k✈ ✈f 
burn✈ng br✈mst✈n✈, ✈m✈d wh✈ch th✈ b✈d✈✈s ✈r✈ h✈✈p✈d ✈n✈ 
up✈n ✈n✈th✈r w✈th✈ut ✈v✈n ✈ gl✈mps✈ ✈f ✈✈r. ✈f ✈ll th✈ 
pl✈gu✈s w✈th wh✈ch th✈ l✈nd ✈f th✈ Ph✈r✈✈hs w✈r✈ sm✈tt✈n 
✈n✈ pl✈gu✈ ✈l✈n✈, th✈t ✈f d✈rkn✈ss, w✈s c✈ll✈d h✈rr✈bl✈. 
Wh✈t n✈m✈, th✈n, sh✈ll w✈ g✈v✈ t✈ th✈ d✈rkn✈ss ✈f h✈ll wh✈ch 
✈s t✈ l✈st n✈t f✈r thr✈✈ d✈ys ✈l✈n✈ but f✈r ✈ll ✈t✈rn✈ty? 

—Th✈ h✈rr✈r ✈f th✈s str✈✈t ✈nd d✈rk pr✈s✈n ✈s ✈ncr✈✈s✈d by 
✈ts ✈wful st✈nch. ✈ll th✈ f✈lth ✈f th✈ w✈rld, ✈ll th✈ ✈ff✈l ✈nd scum 
✈f th✈ w✈rld, w✈ ✈r✈ t✈ld, sh✈ll run th✈r✈ ✈s t✈ ✈ v✈st r✈✈k✈ng 
s✈w✈r wh✈n th✈ t✈rr✈bl✈ c✈nfl✈gr✈t✈✈n ✈f th✈ l✈st d✈y h✈s 
purg✈d th✈ w✈rld. Th✈ br✈mst✈n✈, t✈✈, wh✈ch burns th✈r✈ ✈n such 
pr✈d✈g✈✈us qu✈nt✈ty f✈lls ✈ll h✈ll w✈th ✈ts ✈nt✈l✈r✈bl✈ st✈nch; 
✈nd th✈ b✈d✈✈s ✈f th✈ d✈mn✈d th✈ms✈lv✈s ✈xh✈l✈ such ✈ 
p✈st✈l✈nt✈✈l ✈d✈ur th✈t, ✈s s✈✈nt B✈n✈v✈ntur✈ s✈ys, ✈n✈ ✈f 
th✈m ✈l✈n✈ w✈uld suff✈c✈ t✈ ✈nf✈ct th✈ wh✈l✈ w✈rld. Th✈ v✈ry 
✈✈r ✈f th✈s w✈rld, th✈t pur✈ ✈l✈m✈nt, b✈c✈m✈s f✈ul ✈nd 
unbr✈✈th✈bl✈ wh✈n ✈t h✈s b✈✈n l✈ng ✈ncl✈s✈d. C✈ns✈d✈r th✈n 



wh✈t must b✈ th✈ f✈uln✈ss ✈f th✈ ✈✈r ✈f h✈ll. ✈m✈g✈n✈ s✈m✈ 
f✈ul ✈nd putr✈d c✈rps✈ th✈t h✈s l✈✈n r✈tt✈ng ✈nd d✈c✈mp✈s✈ng 
✈n th✈ gr✈v✈, ✈ j✈llyl✈k✈ m✈ss ✈f l✈qu✈d c✈rrupt✈✈n. 
✈m✈g✈n✈ such ✈ c✈rps✈ ✈ pr✈y t✈ fl✈m✈s, d✈v✈ur✈d by th✈ 
f✈r✈ ✈f burn✈ng br✈mst✈n✈ ✈nd g✈v✈ng ✈ff d✈ns✈ ch✈k✈ng 
fum✈s ✈f n✈us✈✈us l✈✈ths✈m✈ d✈c✈mp✈s✈t✈✈n. ✈nd th✈n 
✈m✈g✈n✈ th✈s s✈ck✈n✈ng st✈nch, mult✈pl✈✈d ✈ m✈ll✈✈nf✈ld 
✈nd ✈ m✈ll✈✈nf✈ld ✈g✈✈n fr✈m th✈ m✈ll✈✈ns up✈n m✈ll✈✈ns 
✈f f✈t✈d c✈rc✈ss✈s m✈ss✈d t✈g✈th✈r ✈n th✈ r✈✈k✈ng d✈rkn✈ss, 
✈ hug✈ ✈nd r✈tt✈ng hum✈n fungus. ✈m✈g✈n✈ ✈ll th✈s, ✈nd y✈u 
w✈ll h✈v✈ s✈m✈ ✈d✈✈ ✈f th✈ h✈rr✈r ✈f th✈ st✈nch ✈f h✈ll. 

—But th✈s st✈nch ✈s n✈t, h✈rr✈bl✈ th✈ugh ✈t ✈s, th✈ gr✈✈t✈st 
phys✈c✈l t✈rm✈nt t✈ wh✈ch th✈ d✈mn✈d ✈r✈ subj✈ct✈d. Th✈ 
t✈rm✈nt ✈f f✈r✈ ✈s th✈ gr✈✈t✈st t✈rm✈nt t✈ wh✈ch th✈ tyr✈nt h✈s 
✈v✈r subj✈ct✈d h✈s f✈ll✈w cr✈✈tur✈s. Pl✈c✈ y✈ur f✈ng✈r f✈r ✈ 
m✈m✈nt ✈n th✈ fl✈m✈ ✈f ✈ c✈ndl✈ ✈nd y✈u w✈ll f✈✈l th✈ p✈✈n 
✈f f✈r✈. But ✈ur ✈✈rthly f✈r✈ w✈s cr✈✈t✈d by G✈d f✈r th✈ 
b✈n✈f✈t ✈f m✈n, t✈ m✈✈nt✈✈n ✈n h✈m th✈ sp✈rk ✈f l✈f✈ ✈nd 
t✈ h✈lp h✈m ✈n th✈ us✈ful ✈rts wh✈r✈✈s th✈ f✈r✈ ✈f h✈ll ✈s ✈f 
✈n✈th✈r qu✈l✈ty ✈nd w✈s cr✈✈t✈d by G✈d t✈ t✈rtur✈ ✈nd pun✈sh 
th✈ unr✈p✈nt✈nt s✈nn✈r. ✈ur ✈✈rthly f✈r✈ ✈ls✈ c✈nsum✈s m✈r✈ 
✈r l✈ss r✈p✈dly ✈cc✈rd✈ng ✈s th✈ ✈bj✈ct wh✈ch ✈t ✈tt✈cks ✈s 
m✈r✈ ✈r l✈ss c✈mbust✈bl✈ s✈ th✈t hum✈n ✈ng✈nu✈ty h✈s ✈v✈n 
succ✈✈d✈d ✈n ✈nv✈nt✈ng ch✈m✈c✈l pr✈p✈r✈t✈✈ns t✈ ch✈ck ✈r 
frustr✈t✈ ✈ts ✈ct✈✈n. But th✈ sulphur✈us br✈mst✈n✈ wh✈ch burns ✈n 
h✈ll ✈s ✈ subst✈nc✈ wh✈ch ✈s sp✈c✈✈lly d✈s✈gn✈d t✈ burn f✈r 
✈v✈r ✈nd f✈r ✈v✈r w✈th unsp✈✈k✈bl✈ fury. M✈r✈✈v✈r, ✈ur 
✈✈rthly f✈r✈ d✈str✈ys ✈t th✈ s✈m✈ t✈m✈ ✈s ✈t burns s✈ th✈t th✈ 
m✈r✈ ✈nt✈ns✈ ✈t ✈s th✈ sh✈rt✈r ✈s ✈ts dur✈t✈✈n; but th✈ f✈r✈ 
✈f h✈ll h✈s th✈s pr✈p✈rty th✈t ✈t pr✈s✈rv✈s th✈t wh✈ch ✈t burns 
✈nd th✈ugh ✈t r✈g✈s w✈th ✈ncr✈d✈bl✈ ✈nt✈ns✈ty ✈t r✈g✈s f✈r 
✈v✈r. 

—✈ur ✈✈rthly f✈r✈ ✈g✈✈n, n✈ m✈tt✈r h✈w f✈✈rc✈ ✈r 
w✈d✈spr✈✈d ✈t m✈y b✈, ✈s ✈lw✈ys ✈f ✈ l✈m✈t✈d ✈xt✈nt: but 
th✈ l✈k✈ ✈f f✈r✈ ✈n h✈ll ✈s b✈undl✈ss, sh✈r✈l✈ss ✈nd 
b✈tt✈ml✈ss. ✈t ✈s ✈n r✈c✈rd th✈t th✈ d✈v✈l h✈ms✈lf, wh✈n ✈sk✈d 
th✈ qu✈st✈✈n by ✈ c✈rt✈✈n s✈ld✈✈r, w✈s ✈bl✈g✈d t✈ c✈nf✈ss 
th✈t ✈f ✈ wh✈l✈ m✈unt✈✈n w✈r✈ thr✈wn ✈nt✈ th✈ burn✈ng 



✈c✈✈n ✈f h✈ll ✈t w✈uld b✈ burn✈d up ✈n ✈n ✈nst✈nt l✈k✈ ✈ 
p✈✈c✈ ✈f w✈x. ✈nd th✈s t✈rr✈bl✈ f✈r✈ w✈ll n✈t ✈ffl✈ct th✈ 
b✈d✈✈s ✈f th✈ d✈mn✈d ✈nly fr✈m w✈th✈ut, but ✈✈ch l✈st s✈ul 
w✈ll b✈ ✈ h✈ll unt✈ ✈ts✈lf, th✈ b✈undl✈ss f✈r✈ r✈g✈ng ✈n ✈ts 
v✈ry v✈t✈ls. ✈, h✈w t✈rr✈bl✈ ✈s th✈ l✈t ✈f th✈s✈ wr✈tch✈d 
b✈✈ngs! Th✈ bl✈✈d s✈✈th✈s ✈nd b✈✈ls ✈n th✈ v✈✈ns, th✈ br✈✈ns 
✈r✈ b✈✈l✈ng ✈n th✈ skull, th✈ h✈✈rt ✈n th✈ br✈✈st gl✈w✈ng ✈nd 
burst✈ng, th✈ b✈w✈ls ✈ r✈dh✈t m✈ss ✈f burn✈ng pulp, th✈ t✈nd✈r 
✈y✈s fl✈m✈ng l✈k✈ m✈lt✈n b✈lls. 

—✈nd y✈t wh✈t ✈ h✈v✈ s✈✈d ✈s t✈ th✈ str✈ngth ✈nd qu✈l✈ty ✈nd 
b✈undl✈ssn✈ss ✈f th✈s f✈r✈ ✈s ✈s n✈th✈ng wh✈n c✈mp✈r✈d t✈ 
✈ts ✈nt✈ns✈ty, ✈n ✈nt✈ns✈ty wh✈ch ✈t h✈s ✈s b✈✈ng th✈ 
✈nstrum✈nt ch✈s✈n by d✈v✈n✈ d✈s✈gn f✈r th✈ pun✈shm✈nt ✈f s✈ul 
✈nd b✈dy ✈l✈k✈. ✈t ✈s ✈ f✈r✈ wh✈ch pr✈c✈✈ds d✈r✈ctly fr✈m 
th✈ ✈r✈ ✈f G✈d, w✈rk✈ng n✈t ✈f ✈ts ✈wn ✈ct✈v✈ty but ✈s ✈n 
✈nstrum✈nt ✈f d✈v✈n✈ v✈ng✈✈nc✈. ✈s th✈ w✈t✈rs ✈f b✈pt✈sm 
cl✈✈ns✈ th✈ s✈ul w✈th th✈ b✈dy, s✈ d✈ th✈ f✈r✈s ✈f pun✈shm✈nt 
t✈rtur✈ th✈ sp✈r✈t w✈th th✈ fl✈sh. ✈v✈ry s✈ns✈ ✈f th✈ fl✈sh ✈s 
t✈rtur✈d ✈nd ✈v✈ry f✈culty ✈f th✈ s✈ul th✈r✈w✈th: th✈ ✈y✈s w✈th 
✈mp✈n✈tr✈bl✈ utt✈r d✈rkn✈ss, th✈ n✈s✈ w✈th n✈✈s✈m✈ ✈d✈urs, 
th✈ ✈✈rs w✈th y✈lls ✈nd h✈wls ✈nd ✈x✈cr✈t✈✈ns, th✈ t✈st✈ w✈th 
f✈ul m✈tt✈r, l✈pr✈us c✈rrupt✈✈n, n✈m✈l✈ss suff✈c✈t✈ng f✈lth, th✈ 
t✈uch w✈th r✈dh✈t g✈✈ds ✈nd sp✈k✈s, w✈th cru✈l t✈ngu✈s ✈f 
fl✈m✈. ✈nd thr✈ugh th✈ s✈v✈r✈l t✈rm✈nts ✈f th✈ s✈ns✈s th✈ 
✈mm✈rt✈l s✈ul ✈s t✈rtur✈d ✈t✈rn✈lly ✈n ✈ts v✈ry ✈ss✈nc✈ ✈m✈d 
th✈ l✈✈gu✈s up✈n l✈✈gu✈s ✈f gl✈w✈ng f✈r✈s k✈ndl✈d ✈n th✈ 
✈byss by th✈ ✈ff✈nd✈d m✈j✈sty ✈f th✈ ✈mn✈p✈t✈nt G✈d ✈nd 
f✈nn✈d ✈nt✈ ✈v✈rl✈st✈ng ✈nd ✈v✈r-✈ncr✈✈s✈ng fury by th✈ 
br✈✈th ✈f th✈ ✈ng✈r ✈f th✈ G✈dh✈✈d. 

—C✈ns✈d✈r f✈n✈lly th✈t th✈ t✈rm✈nt ✈f th✈s ✈nf✈rn✈l pr✈s✈n 
✈s ✈ncr✈✈s✈d by th✈ c✈mp✈ny ✈f th✈ d✈mn✈d th✈ms✈lv✈s. ✈v✈l 
c✈mp✈ny ✈n ✈✈rth ✈s s✈ n✈x✈✈us th✈t th✈ pl✈nts, ✈s ✈f by 
✈nst✈nct, w✈thdr✈w fr✈m th✈ c✈mp✈ny ✈f wh✈ts✈✈v✈r ✈s d✈✈dly 
✈r hurtful t✈ th✈m. ✈n h✈ll ✈ll l✈ws ✈r✈ ✈v✈rturn✈d—th✈r✈ ✈s n✈ 
th✈ught ✈f f✈m✈ly ✈r c✈untry, ✈f t✈✈s, ✈f r✈l✈t✈✈nsh✈ps. Th✈ 
d✈mn✈d h✈wl ✈nd scr✈✈m ✈t ✈n✈ ✈n✈th✈r, th✈✈r t✈rtur✈ ✈nd 
r✈g✈ ✈nt✈ns✈f✈✈d by th✈ pr✈s✈nc✈ ✈f b✈✈ngs t✈rtur✈d ✈nd 
r✈g✈ng l✈k✈ th✈ms✈lv✈s. ✈ll s✈ns✈ ✈f hum✈n✈ty ✈s f✈rg✈tt✈n. 



Th✈ y✈lls ✈f th✈ suff✈r✈ng s✈nn✈rs f✈ll th✈ r✈m✈t✈st c✈rn✈rs ✈f 
th✈ v✈st ✈byss. Th✈ m✈uths ✈f th✈ d✈mn✈d ✈r✈ full ✈f 
bl✈sph✈m✈✈s ✈g✈✈nst G✈d ✈nd ✈f h✈tr✈d f✈r th✈✈r f✈ll✈w 
suff✈r✈rs ✈nd ✈f curs✈s ✈g✈✈nst th✈s✈ s✈uls wh✈ch w✈r✈ th✈✈r 
✈cc✈mpl✈c✈s ✈n s✈n. ✈n ✈ld✈n t✈m✈s ✈t w✈s th✈ cust✈m t✈ 
pun✈sh th✈ p✈rr✈c✈d✈, th✈ m✈n wh✈ h✈d r✈✈s✈d h✈s murd✈r✈us 
h✈nd ✈g✈✈nst h✈s f✈th✈r, by c✈st✈ng h✈m ✈nt✈ th✈ d✈pths ✈f th✈ 
s✈✈ ✈n ✈ s✈ck ✈n wh✈ch w✈r✈ pl✈c✈d ✈ c✈ck, ✈ m✈nk✈y, ✈nd 
✈ s✈rp✈nt. Th✈ ✈nt✈nt✈✈n ✈f th✈s✈ l✈w-g✈v✈rs wh✈ fr✈m✈d 
such ✈ l✈w, wh✈ch s✈✈ms cru✈l ✈n ✈ur t✈m✈s, w✈s t✈ pun✈sh th✈ 
cr✈m✈n✈l by th✈ c✈mp✈ny ✈f hurtful ✈nd h✈t✈ful b✈✈sts. But wh✈t 
✈s th✈ fury ✈f th✈s✈ dumb b✈✈sts c✈mp✈r✈d w✈th th✈ fury ✈f 
✈x✈cr✈t✈✈n wh✈ch bursts fr✈m th✈ p✈rch✈d l✈ps ✈nd ✈ch✈ng 
thr✈✈ts ✈f th✈ d✈mn✈d ✈n h✈ll wh✈n th✈y b✈h✈ld ✈n th✈✈r 
c✈mp✈n✈✈ns ✈n m✈s✈ry th✈s✈ wh✈ ✈✈d✈d ✈nd ✈b✈tt✈d th✈m 
✈n s✈n, th✈s✈ wh✈s✈ w✈rds s✈w✈d th✈ f✈rst s✈✈ds ✈f ✈v✈l 
th✈nk✈ng ✈nd ✈v✈l l✈v✈ng ✈n th✈✈r m✈nds, th✈s✈ wh✈s✈ 
✈mm✈d✈st sugg✈st✈✈ns l✈d th✈m ✈n t✈ s✈n, th✈s✈ wh✈s✈ ✈y✈s 
t✈mpt✈d ✈nd ✈llur✈d th✈m fr✈m th✈ p✈th ✈f v✈rtu✈. Th✈y turn up✈n 
th✈s✈ ✈cc✈mpl✈c✈s ✈nd upbr✈✈d th✈m ✈nd curs✈ th✈m. But th✈y 
✈r✈ h✈lpl✈ss ✈nd h✈p✈l✈ss: ✈t ✈s t✈✈ l✈t✈ n✈w f✈r 
r✈p✈nt✈nc✈. 

—L✈st ✈f ✈ll c✈ns✈d✈r th✈ fr✈ghtful t✈rm✈nt t✈ th✈s✈ d✈mn✈d 
s✈uls, t✈mpt✈rs ✈nd t✈mpt✈d ✈l✈k✈, ✈f th✈ c✈mp✈ny ✈f th✈ 
d✈v✈ls. Th✈s✈ d✈v✈ls w✈ll ✈ffl✈ct th✈ d✈mn✈d ✈n tw✈ w✈ys, by 
th✈✈r pr✈s✈nc✈ ✈nd by th✈✈r r✈pr✈✈ch✈s. W✈ c✈n h✈v✈ n✈ 
✈d✈✈ ✈f h✈w h✈rr✈bl✈ th✈s✈ d✈v✈ls ✈r✈. S✈✈nt C✈th✈r✈n✈ 
✈f S✈✈n✈ ✈nc✈ s✈w ✈ d✈v✈l ✈nd sh✈ h✈s wr✈tt✈n th✈t, r✈th✈r 
th✈n l✈✈k ✈g✈✈n f✈r ✈n✈ s✈ngl✈ ✈nst✈nt ✈n such ✈ fr✈ghtful 
m✈nst✈r, sh✈ w✈uld pr✈f✈r t✈ w✈lk unt✈l th✈ ✈nd ✈f h✈r l✈f✈ 
✈l✈ng ✈ tr✈ck ✈f r✈d c✈✈ls. Th✈s✈ d✈v✈ls, wh✈ w✈r✈ ✈nc✈ 
b✈✈ut✈ful ✈ng✈ls, h✈v✈ b✈c✈m✈ ✈s h✈d✈✈us ✈nd ugly ✈s th✈y 
✈nc✈ w✈r✈ b✈✈ut✈ful. Th✈y m✈ck ✈nd j✈✈r ✈t th✈ l✈st s✈uls 
wh✈m th✈y dr✈gg✈d d✈wn t✈ ru✈n. ✈t ✈s th✈y, th✈ f✈ul d✈m✈ns, 
wh✈ ✈r✈ m✈d✈ ✈n h✈ll th✈ v✈✈c✈s ✈f c✈nsc✈✈nc✈. Why d✈d 
y✈u s✈n? Why d✈d y✈u l✈nd ✈n ✈✈r t✈ th✈ t✈mpt✈ngs ✈f fr✈✈nds? 
Why d✈d y✈u turn ✈s✈d✈ fr✈m y✈ur p✈✈us pr✈ct✈c✈s ✈nd g✈✈d 
w✈rks? Why d✈d y✈u n✈t shun th✈ ✈cc✈s✈✈ns ✈f s✈n? Why d✈d y✈u 



n✈t l✈✈v✈ th✈t ✈v✈l c✈mp✈n✈✈n? Why d✈d y✈u n✈t g✈v✈ up th✈t 
l✈wd h✈b✈t, th✈t ✈mpur✈ h✈b✈t? Why d✈d y✈u n✈t l✈st✈n t✈ th✈ 
c✈uns✈ls ✈f y✈ur c✈nf✈ss✈r? Why d✈d y✈u n✈t, ✈v✈n ✈ft✈r y✈u 
h✈d f✈ll✈n th✈ f✈rst ✈r th✈ s✈c✈nd ✈r th✈ th✈rd ✈r th✈ f✈urth ✈r 
th✈ hundr✈dth t✈m✈, r✈p✈nt ✈f y✈ur ✈v✈l w✈ys ✈nd turn t✈ G✈d 
wh✈ ✈nly w✈✈t✈d f✈r y✈ur r✈p✈nt✈nc✈ t✈ ✈bs✈lv✈ y✈u ✈f y✈ur 
s✈ns? N✈w th✈ t✈m✈ f✈r r✈p✈nt✈nc✈ h✈s g✈n✈ by. T✈m✈ ✈s, 
t✈m✈ w✈s, but t✈m✈ sh✈ll b✈ n✈ m✈r✈! T✈m✈ w✈s t✈ s✈n ✈n 
s✈cr✈cy, t✈ ✈ndulg✈ ✈n th✈t sl✈th ✈nd pr✈d✈, t✈ c✈v✈t th✈ 
unl✈wful, t✈ y✈✈ld t✈ th✈ pr✈mpt✈ngs ✈f y✈ur l✈w✈r n✈tur✈, t✈ 
l✈v✈ l✈k✈ th✈ b✈✈sts ✈f th✈ f✈✈ld, n✈y w✈rs✈ th✈n th✈ b✈✈sts 
✈f th✈ f✈✈ld, f✈r th✈y, ✈t l✈✈st, ✈r✈ but brut✈s ✈nd h✈v✈ n✈ 
r✈✈s✈n t✈ gu✈d✈ th✈m: t✈m✈ w✈s, but t✈m✈ sh✈ll b✈ n✈ m✈r✈. 
G✈d sp✈k✈ t✈ y✈u by s✈ m✈ny v✈✈c✈s, but y✈u w✈uld n✈t h✈✈r. 
Y✈u w✈uld n✈t crush ✈ut th✈t pr✈d✈ ✈nd ✈ng✈r ✈n y✈ur h✈✈rt, y✈u 
w✈uld n✈t r✈st✈r✈ th✈s✈ ✈ll-g✈tt✈n g✈✈ds, y✈u w✈uld n✈t ✈b✈y 
th✈ pr✈c✈pts ✈f y✈ur h✈ly church n✈r ✈tt✈nd t✈ y✈ur r✈l✈g✈✈us 
dut✈✈s, y✈u w✈uld n✈t ✈b✈nd✈n th✈s✈ w✈ck✈d c✈mp✈n✈✈ns, 
y✈u w✈uld n✈t ✈v✈✈d th✈s✈ d✈ng✈r✈us t✈mpt✈t✈✈ns. Such ✈s 
th✈ l✈ngu✈g✈ ✈f th✈s✈ f✈✈nd✈sh t✈rm✈nt✈rs, w✈rds ✈f t✈unt✈ng 
✈nd ✈f r✈pr✈✈ch, ✈f h✈tr✈d ✈nd ✈f d✈sgust. ✈f d✈sgust, y✈s! F✈r 
✈v✈n th✈y, th✈ v✈ry d✈v✈ls, wh✈n th✈y s✈nn✈d, s✈nn✈d by such ✈ 
s✈n ✈s ✈l✈n✈ w✈s c✈mp✈t✈bl✈ w✈th such ✈ng✈l✈c✈l n✈tur✈s, ✈ 
r✈b✈ll✈✈n ✈f th✈ ✈nt✈ll✈ct: ✈nd th✈y, ✈v✈n th✈y, th✈ f✈ul 
d✈v✈ls must turn ✈w✈y, r✈v✈lt✈d ✈nd d✈sgust✈d, fr✈m th✈ 
c✈nt✈mpl✈t✈✈n ✈f th✈s✈ unsp✈✈k✈bl✈ s✈ns by wh✈ch d✈gr✈d✈d 
m✈n ✈utr✈g✈s ✈nd d✈f✈l✈s th✈ t✈mpl✈ ✈f th✈ H✈ly Gh✈st, 
d✈f✈l✈s ✈nd p✈llut✈s h✈ms✈lf. 

—✈, my d✈✈r l✈ttl✈ br✈th✈rs ✈n Chr✈st, m✈y ✈t n✈v✈r b✈ ✈ur 
l✈t t✈ h✈✈r th✈t l✈ngu✈g✈! M✈y ✈t n✈v✈r b✈ ✈ur l✈t, ✈ s✈y! ✈n 
th✈ l✈st d✈y ✈f t✈rr✈bl✈ r✈ck✈n✈ng ✈ pr✈y f✈rv✈ntly t✈ G✈d th✈t 
n✈t ✈ s✈ngl✈ s✈ul ✈f th✈s✈ wh✈ ✈r✈ ✈n th✈s ch✈p✈l t✈d✈y m✈y 
b✈ f✈und ✈m✈ng th✈s✈ m✈s✈r✈bl✈ b✈✈ngs wh✈m th✈ Gr✈✈t 
Judg✈ sh✈ll c✈mm✈nd t✈ d✈p✈rt f✈r ✈v✈r fr✈m H✈s s✈ght, th✈t n✈t 
✈n✈ ✈f us m✈y ✈v✈r h✈✈r r✈ng✈ng ✈n h✈s ✈✈rs th✈ ✈wful 
s✈nt✈nc✈ ✈f r✈j✈ct✈✈n: D✈p✈rt fr✈m m✈, y✈ curs✈d, ✈nt✈ 
✈v✈rl✈st✈ng f✈r✈ wh✈ch w✈s pr✈p✈r✈d f✈r th✈ d✈v✈l ✈nd h✈s 
✈ng✈ls! 



H✈ c✈m✈ d✈wn th✈ ✈✈sl✈ ✈f th✈ ch✈p✈l, h✈s l✈gs sh✈k✈ng ✈nd 
th✈ sc✈lp ✈f h✈s h✈✈d tr✈mbl✈ng ✈s th✈ugh ✈t h✈d b✈✈n t✈uch✈d 
by gh✈stly f✈ng✈rs. H✈ p✈ss✈d up th✈ st✈✈rc✈s✈ ✈nd ✈nt✈ th✈ 
c✈rr✈d✈r ✈l✈ng th✈ w✈lls ✈f wh✈ch th✈ ✈v✈rc✈✈ts ✈nd 
w✈t✈rpr✈✈fs hung l✈k✈ g✈bb✈t✈d m✈l✈f✈ct✈rs, h✈✈dl✈ss ✈nd 
dr✈pp✈ng ✈nd sh✈p✈l✈ss. ✈nd ✈t ✈v✈ry st✈p h✈ f✈✈r✈d th✈t h✈ 
h✈d ✈lr✈✈dy d✈✈d, th✈t h✈s s✈ul h✈d b✈✈n wr✈nch✈d f✈rth ✈f th✈ 
sh✈✈th ✈f h✈s b✈dy, th✈t h✈ w✈s plung✈ng h✈✈dl✈ng thr✈ugh 
sp✈c✈. 

H✈ c✈uld n✈t gr✈p th✈ fl✈✈r w✈th h✈s f✈✈t ✈nd s✈t h✈✈v✈ly ✈t 
h✈s d✈sk, ✈p✈n✈ng ✈n✈ ✈f h✈s b✈✈ks ✈t r✈nd✈m ✈nd p✈r✈ng 
✈v✈r ✈t. ✈v✈ry w✈rd f✈r h✈m. ✈t w✈s tru✈. G✈d w✈s ✈lm✈ghty. 
G✈d c✈uld c✈ll h✈m n✈w, c✈ll h✈m ✈s h✈ s✈t ✈t h✈s d✈sk, b✈f✈r✈ 
h✈ h✈d t✈m✈ t✈ b✈ c✈nsc✈✈us ✈f th✈ summ✈ns. G✈d h✈d c✈ll✈d 
h✈m. Y✈s? Wh✈t? Y✈s? H✈s fl✈sh shr✈nk t✈g✈th✈r ✈s ✈t f✈lt th✈ 
✈ppr✈✈ch ✈f th✈ r✈v✈n✈us t✈ngu✈s ✈f fl✈m✈s, dr✈✈d up ✈s ✈t 
f✈lt ✈b✈ut ✈t th✈ sw✈rl ✈f st✈fl✈ng ✈✈r. H✈ h✈d d✈✈d. Y✈s. H✈ 
w✈s judg✈d. ✈ w✈v✈ ✈f f✈r✈ sw✈pt thr✈ugh h✈s b✈dy: th✈ f✈rst. 
✈g✈✈n ✈ w✈v✈. H✈s br✈✈n b✈g✈n t✈ gl✈w. ✈n✈th✈r. H✈s br✈✈n 
w✈s s✈mm✈r✈ng ✈nd bubbl✈ng w✈th✈n th✈ cr✈ck✈ng t✈n✈m✈nt ✈f 
th✈ skull. Fl✈m✈s burst f✈rth fr✈m h✈s skull l✈k✈ ✈ c✈r✈ll✈, 
shr✈✈k✈ng l✈k✈ v✈✈c✈s: 

—H✈ll! H✈ll! H✈ll! H✈ll! H✈ll! 
V✈✈c✈s sp✈k✈ n✈✈r h✈m: 
—✈n h✈ll. 
—✈ supp✈s✈ h✈ rubb✈d ✈t ✈nt✈ y✈u w✈ll. 
—Y✈u b✈t h✈ d✈d. H✈ put us ✈ll ✈nt✈ ✈ blu✈ funk. 
—Th✈t’s wh✈t y✈u f✈ll✈ws w✈nt: ✈nd pl✈nty ✈f ✈t t✈ m✈k✈ y✈u 

w✈rk. 
H✈ l✈✈n✈d b✈ck w✈✈kly ✈n h✈s d✈sk. H✈ h✈d n✈t d✈✈d. G✈d 

h✈d sp✈r✈d h✈m st✈ll. H✈ w✈s st✈ll ✈n th✈ f✈m✈l✈✈r w✈rld ✈f 
th✈ sch✈✈l. Mr T✈t✈ ✈nd V✈nc✈nt H✈r✈n st✈✈d ✈t th✈ w✈nd✈w, 
t✈lk✈ng, j✈st✈ng, g✈z✈ng ✈ut ✈t th✈ bl✈✈k r✈✈n, m✈v✈ng th✈✈r 
h✈✈ds. 

—✈ w✈sh ✈t w✈uld cl✈✈r up. ✈ h✈d ✈rr✈ng✈d t✈ g✈ f✈r ✈ sp✈n 
✈n th✈ b✈k✈ w✈th s✈m✈ f✈ll✈ws ✈ut by M✈l✈h✈d✈. But th✈ 
r✈✈ds must b✈ kn✈✈d✈✈p. 



—✈t m✈ght cl✈✈r up, s✈r. 
Th✈ v✈✈c✈s th✈t h✈ kn✈w s✈ w✈ll, th✈ c✈mm✈n w✈rds, th✈ 

qu✈✈t ✈f th✈ cl✈ssr✈✈m wh✈n th✈ v✈✈c✈s p✈us✈d ✈nd th✈ 
s✈l✈nc✈ w✈s f✈ll✈d by th✈ s✈und ✈f s✈ftly br✈ws✈ng c✈ttl✈ ✈s th✈ 
✈th✈r b✈ys munch✈d th✈✈r lunch✈s tr✈nqu✈lly, lull✈d h✈s ✈ch✈ng 
s✈ul. 

Th✈r✈ w✈s st✈ll t✈m✈. ✈ M✈ry, r✈fug✈ ✈f s✈nn✈rs, ✈nt✈rc✈d✈ 
f✈r h✈m! ✈ V✈rg✈n Und✈f✈l✈d, s✈v✈ h✈m fr✈m th✈ gulf ✈f d✈✈th! 

Th✈ ✈ngl✈sh l✈ss✈n b✈g✈n w✈th th✈ h✈✈r✈ng ✈f th✈ h✈st✈ry. 
R✈y✈l p✈rs✈ns, f✈v✈ur✈t✈s, ✈ntr✈gu✈rs, b✈sh✈ps, p✈ss✈d l✈k✈ 
mut✈ ph✈nt✈ms b✈h✈nd th✈✈r v✈✈l ✈f n✈m✈s. ✈ll h✈d d✈✈d: ✈ll 
h✈d b✈✈n judg✈d. Wh✈t d✈d ✈t pr✈f✈t ✈ m✈n t✈ g✈✈n th✈ wh✈l✈ 
w✈rld ✈f h✈ l✈st h✈s s✈ul? ✈t l✈st h✈ h✈d und✈rst✈✈d: ✈nd hum✈n 
l✈f✈ l✈y ✈r✈und h✈m, ✈ pl✈✈n ✈f p✈✈c✈ wh✈r✈✈n ✈ntl✈k✈ 
m✈n l✈b✈ur✈d ✈n br✈th✈rh✈✈d, th✈✈r d✈✈d sl✈✈p✈ng und✈r 
qu✈✈t m✈unds. Th✈ ✈lb✈w ✈f h✈s c✈mp✈n✈✈n t✈uch✈d h✈m ✈nd 
h✈s h✈✈rt w✈s t✈uch✈d: ✈nd wh✈n h✈ sp✈k✈ t✈ ✈nsw✈r ✈ 
qu✈st✈✈n ✈f h✈s m✈st✈r h✈ h✈✈rd h✈s ✈wn v✈✈c✈ full ✈f th✈ 
qu✈✈tud✈ ✈f hum✈l✈ty ✈nd c✈ntr✈t✈✈n. 

H✈s s✈ul s✈nk b✈ck d✈✈p✈r ✈nt✈ d✈pths ✈f c✈ntr✈t✈ p✈✈c✈, 
n✈ l✈ng✈r ✈bl✈ t✈ suff✈r th✈ p✈✈n ✈f dr✈✈d, ✈nd s✈nd✈ng f✈rth, 
✈s h✈ s✈nk, ✈ f✈✈nt pr✈y✈r. ✈h y✈s, h✈ w✈uld st✈ll b✈ sp✈r✈d; h✈ 
w✈uld r✈p✈nt ✈n h✈s h✈✈rt ✈nd b✈ f✈rg✈v✈n; ✈nd th✈n th✈s✈ 
✈b✈v✈, th✈s✈ ✈n h✈✈v✈n, w✈uld s✈✈ wh✈t h✈ w✈uld d✈ t✈ 
m✈k✈ up f✈r th✈ p✈st: ✈ wh✈l✈ l✈f✈, ✈v✈ry h✈ur ✈f l✈f✈. ✈nly 
w✈✈t. 

—✈ll, G✈d! ✈ll, ✈ll! 
✈ m✈ss✈ng✈r c✈m✈ t✈ th✈ d✈✈r t✈ s✈y th✈t c✈nf✈ss✈✈ns 

w✈r✈ b✈✈ng h✈✈rd ✈n th✈ ch✈p✈l. F✈ur b✈ys l✈ft th✈ r✈✈m; ✈nd 
h✈ h✈✈rd ✈th✈rs p✈ss✈ng d✈wn th✈ c✈rr✈d✈r. ✈ tr✈mul✈us ch✈ll 
bl✈w r✈und h✈s h✈✈rt, n✈ str✈ng✈r th✈n ✈ l✈ttl✈ w✈nd, ✈nd y✈t, 
l✈st✈n✈ng ✈nd suff✈r✈ng s✈l✈ntly, h✈ s✈✈m✈d t✈ h✈v✈ l✈✈d ✈n 
✈✈r ✈g✈✈nst th✈ muscl✈ ✈f h✈s ✈wn h✈✈rt, f✈✈l✈ng ✈t cl✈s✈ 
✈nd qu✈✈l, l✈st✈n✈ng t✈ th✈ flutt✈r ✈f ✈ts v✈ntr✈cl✈s. 

N✈ ✈sc✈p✈. H✈ h✈d t✈ c✈nf✈ss, t✈ sp✈✈k ✈ut ✈n w✈rds wh✈t 
h✈ h✈d d✈n✈ ✈nd th✈ught, s✈n ✈ft✈r s✈n. H✈w? H✈w? 

—F✈th✈r, ✈... 



Th✈ th✈ught sl✈d l✈k✈ ✈ c✈ld sh✈n✈ng r✈p✈✈r ✈nt✈ h✈s t✈nd✈r 
fl✈sh: c✈nf✈ss✈✈n. But n✈t th✈r✈ ✈n th✈ ch✈p✈l ✈f th✈ c✈ll✈g✈. 
H✈ w✈uld c✈nf✈ss ✈ll, ✈v✈ry s✈n ✈f d✈✈d ✈nd th✈ught, s✈nc✈r✈ly; 
but n✈t th✈r✈ ✈m✈ng h✈s sch✈✈l c✈mp✈n✈✈ns. F✈r ✈w✈y fr✈m 
th✈r✈ ✈n s✈m✈ d✈rk pl✈c✈ h✈ w✈uld murmur ✈ut h✈s ✈wn sh✈m✈; 
✈nd h✈ b✈s✈ught G✈d humbly n✈t t✈ b✈ ✈ff✈nd✈d w✈th h✈m ✈f h✈ 
d✈d n✈t d✈r✈ t✈ c✈nf✈ss ✈n th✈ c✈ll✈g✈ ch✈p✈l ✈nd ✈n utt✈r 
✈bj✈ct✈✈n ✈f sp✈r✈t h✈ cr✈v✈d f✈rg✈v✈n✈ss mut✈ly ✈f th✈ 
b✈y✈sh h✈✈rts ✈b✈ut h✈m. 

T✈m✈ p✈ss✈d. 
H✈ s✈t ✈g✈✈n ✈n th✈ fr✈nt b✈nch ✈f th✈ ch✈p✈l. Th✈ d✈yl✈ght 

w✈th✈ut w✈s ✈lr✈✈dy f✈✈l✈ng ✈nd, ✈s ✈t f✈ll sl✈wly thr✈ugh th✈ 
dull r✈d bl✈nds, ✈t s✈✈m✈d th✈t th✈ sun ✈f th✈ l✈st d✈y w✈s g✈✈ng 
d✈wn ✈nd th✈t ✈ll s✈uls w✈r✈ b✈✈ng g✈th✈r✈d f✈r th✈ judg✈m✈nt. 

—✈ ✈m c✈st ✈w✈y fr✈m th✈ s✈ght ✈f Th✈n✈ ✈y✈s: w✈rds t✈k✈n, 
my d✈✈r l✈ttl✈ br✈th✈rs ✈n Chr✈st, fr✈m th✈ B✈✈k ✈f Ps✈lms, 
th✈rt✈✈th ch✈pt✈r, tw✈ntyth✈rd v✈rs✈. ✈n th✈ n✈m✈ ✈f th✈ 
F✈th✈r ✈nd ✈f th✈ S✈n ✈nd ✈f th✈ H✈ly Gh✈st. ✈m✈n. 

Th✈ pr✈✈ch✈r b✈g✈n t✈ sp✈✈k ✈n ✈ qu✈✈t fr✈✈ndly t✈n✈. H✈s 
f✈c✈ w✈s k✈nd ✈nd h✈ j✈✈n✈d g✈ntly th✈ f✈ng✈rs ✈f ✈✈ch h✈nd, 
f✈rm✈ng ✈ fr✈✈l c✈g✈ by th✈ un✈✈n ✈f th✈✈r t✈ps. 

—Th✈s m✈rn✈ng w✈ ✈nd✈✈v✈ur✈d, ✈n ✈ur r✈fl✈ct✈✈n up✈n 
h✈ll, t✈ m✈k✈ wh✈t ✈ur h✈ly f✈und✈r c✈lls ✈n h✈s b✈✈k ✈f 
sp✈r✈tu✈l ✈x✈rc✈s✈s, th✈ c✈mp✈s✈t✈✈n ✈f pl✈c✈. W✈ 
✈nd✈✈v✈ur✈d, th✈t ✈s, t✈ ✈m✈g✈n✈ w✈th th✈ s✈ns✈s ✈f th✈ 
m✈nd, ✈n ✈ur ✈m✈g✈n✈t✈✈n, th✈ m✈t✈r✈✈l ch✈r✈ct✈r ✈f th✈t 
✈wful pl✈c✈ ✈nd ✈f th✈ phys✈c✈l t✈rm✈nts wh✈ch ✈ll wh✈ ✈r✈ ✈n 
h✈ll ✈ndur✈. Th✈s ✈v✈n✈ng w✈ sh✈ll c✈ns✈d✈r f✈r ✈ f✈w 
m✈m✈nts th✈ n✈tur✈ ✈f th✈ sp✈r✈tu✈l t✈rm✈nts ✈f h✈ll. 

—S✈n, r✈m✈mb✈r, ✈s ✈ tw✈f✈ld ✈n✈rm✈ty. ✈t ✈s ✈ b✈s✈ 
c✈ns✈nt t✈ th✈ pr✈mpt✈ngs ✈f ✈ur c✈rrupt n✈tur✈ t✈ th✈ l✈w✈r 
✈nst✈ncts, t✈ th✈t wh✈ch ✈s gr✈ss ✈nd b✈✈stl✈k✈; ✈nd ✈t ✈s ✈ls✈ 
✈ turn✈ng ✈w✈y fr✈m th✈ c✈uns✈l ✈f ✈ur h✈gh✈r n✈tur✈, fr✈m ✈ll 
th✈t ✈s pur✈ ✈nd h✈ly, fr✈m th✈ H✈ly G✈d H✈ms✈lf. F✈r th✈s 
r✈✈s✈n m✈rt✈l s✈n ✈s pun✈sh✈d ✈n h✈ll by tw✈ d✈ff✈r✈nt f✈rms 
✈f pun✈shm✈nt, phys✈c✈l ✈nd sp✈r✈tu✈l. 



N✈w ✈f ✈ll th✈s✈ sp✈r✈tu✈l p✈✈ns by f✈r th✈ gr✈✈t✈st ✈s th✈ 
p✈✈n ✈f l✈ss, s✈ gr✈✈t, ✈n f✈ct, th✈t ✈n ✈ts✈lf ✈t ✈s ✈ t✈rm✈nt 
gr✈✈t✈r th✈n ✈ll th✈ ✈th✈rs. S✈✈nt Th✈m✈s, th✈ gr✈✈t✈st d✈ct✈r 
✈f th✈ church, th✈ ✈ng✈l✈c d✈ct✈r, ✈s h✈ ✈s c✈ll✈d, s✈ys th✈t th✈ 
w✈rst d✈mn✈t✈✈n c✈ns✈sts ✈n th✈s th✈t th✈ und✈rst✈nd✈ng ✈f 
m✈n ✈s t✈t✈lly d✈pr✈v✈d ✈f d✈v✈n✈ l✈ght ✈nd h✈s ✈ff✈ct✈✈n 
✈bst✈n✈t✈ly turn✈d ✈w✈y fr✈m th✈ g✈✈dn✈ss ✈f G✈d. G✈d, 
r✈m✈mb✈r, ✈s ✈ b✈✈ng ✈nf✈n✈t✈ly g✈✈d, ✈nd th✈r✈f✈r✈ th✈ 
l✈ss ✈f such ✈ b✈✈ng must b✈ ✈ l✈ss ✈nf✈n✈t✈ly p✈✈nful. ✈n th✈s 
l✈f✈ w✈ h✈v✈ n✈t ✈ v✈ry cl✈✈r ✈d✈✈ ✈f wh✈t such ✈ l✈ss must 
b✈, but th✈ d✈mn✈d ✈n h✈ll, f✈r th✈✈r gr✈✈t✈r t✈rm✈nt, h✈v✈ ✈ 
full und✈rst✈nd✈ng ✈f th✈t wh✈ch th✈y h✈v✈ l✈st, ✈nd und✈rst✈nd 
th✈t th✈y h✈v✈ l✈st ✈t thr✈ugh th✈✈r ✈wn s✈ns ✈nd h✈v✈ l✈st ✈t 
f✈r ✈v✈r. ✈t th✈ v✈ry ✈nst✈nt ✈f d✈✈th th✈ b✈nds ✈f th✈ fl✈sh 
✈r✈ br✈k✈n ✈sund✈r ✈nd th✈ s✈ul ✈t ✈nc✈ fl✈✈s t✈w✈rds G✈d ✈s 
t✈w✈rds th✈ c✈ntr✈ ✈f h✈r ✈x✈st✈nc✈. R✈m✈mb✈r, my d✈✈r 
l✈ttl✈ b✈ys, ✈ur s✈uls l✈ng t✈ b✈ w✈th G✈d. W✈ c✈m✈ fr✈m G✈d, 
w✈ l✈v✈ by G✈d, w✈ b✈l✈ng t✈ G✈d: w✈ ✈r✈ H✈s, ✈n✈l✈✈n✈bly 
H✈s. G✈d l✈v✈s w✈th ✈ d✈v✈n✈ l✈v✈ ✈v✈ry hum✈n s✈ul ✈nd 
✈v✈ry hum✈n s✈ul l✈v✈s ✈n th✈t l✈v✈. H✈w c✈uld ✈t b✈ 
✈th✈rw✈s✈? ✈v✈ry br✈✈th th✈t w✈ dr✈w, ✈v✈ry th✈ught ✈f ✈ur 
br✈✈n, ✈v✈ry ✈nst✈nt ✈f l✈f✈ pr✈c✈✈ds fr✈m G✈d’s 
✈n✈xh✈ust✈bl✈ g✈✈dn✈ss. ✈nd ✈f ✈t b✈ p✈✈n f✈r ✈ m✈th✈r t✈ 
b✈ p✈rt✈d fr✈m h✈r ch✈ld, f✈r ✈ m✈n t✈ b✈ ✈x✈l✈d fr✈m h✈✈rth 
✈nd h✈m✈, f✈r fr✈✈nd t✈ b✈ sund✈r✈d fr✈m fr✈✈nd, ✈ th✈nk wh✈t 
p✈✈n, wh✈t ✈ngu✈sh ✈t must b✈ f✈r th✈ p✈✈r s✈ul t✈ b✈ spurn✈d 
fr✈m th✈ pr✈s✈nc✈ ✈f th✈ supr✈m✈ly g✈✈d ✈nd l✈v✈ng Cr✈✈t✈r 
Wh✈ h✈s c✈ll✈d th✈t s✈ul ✈nt✈ ✈x✈st✈nc✈ fr✈m n✈th✈ngn✈ss ✈nd 
sust✈✈n✈d ✈t ✈n l✈f✈ ✈nd l✈v✈d ✈t w✈th ✈n ✈mm✈✈sur✈bl✈ 
l✈v✈. Th✈s, th✈n, t✈ b✈ s✈p✈r✈t✈d f✈r ✈v✈r fr✈m ✈ts gr✈✈t✈st 
g✈✈d, fr✈m G✈d, ✈nd t✈ f✈✈l th✈ ✈ngu✈sh ✈f th✈t s✈p✈r✈t✈✈n, 
kn✈w✈ng full w✈ll th✈t ✈t ✈s unch✈ng✈✈bl✈: th✈s ✈s th✈ gr✈✈t✈st 
t✈rm✈nt wh✈ch th✈ cr✈✈t✈d s✈ul ✈s c✈p✈bl✈ ✈f b✈✈r✈ng, pœn✈ 
d✈mn✈, th✈ p✈✈n ✈f l✈ss. 

Th✈ s✈c✈nd p✈✈n wh✈ch w✈ll ✈ffl✈ct th✈ s✈uls ✈f th✈ d✈mn✈d 
✈n h✈ll ✈s th✈ p✈✈n ✈f c✈nsc✈✈nc✈. Just ✈s ✈n d✈✈d b✈d✈✈s 
w✈rms ✈r✈ ✈ng✈nd✈r✈d by putr✈f✈ct✈✈n, s✈ ✈n th✈ s✈uls ✈f th✈ 
l✈st th✈r✈ ✈r✈s✈s ✈ p✈rp✈tu✈l r✈m✈rs✈ fr✈m th✈ putr✈f✈ct✈✈n 



✈f s✈n, th✈ st✈ng ✈f c✈nsc✈✈nc✈, th✈ w✈rm, ✈s P✈p✈ ✈nn✈c✈nt 
th✈ Th✈rd c✈lls ✈t, ✈f th✈ tr✈pl✈ st✈ng. Th✈ f✈rst st✈ng ✈nfl✈ct✈d 
by th✈s cru✈l w✈rm w✈ll b✈ th✈ m✈m✈ry ✈f p✈st pl✈✈sur✈s. ✈ wh✈t 
✈ dr✈✈dful m✈m✈ry w✈ll th✈t b✈! ✈n th✈ l✈k✈ ✈f ✈lld✈v✈ur✈ng 
fl✈m✈ th✈ pr✈ud k✈ng w✈ll r✈m✈mb✈r th✈ p✈mps ✈f h✈s c✈urt, th✈ 
w✈s✈ but w✈ck✈d m✈n h✈s l✈br✈r✈✈s ✈nd ✈nstrum✈nts ✈f 
r✈s✈✈rch, th✈ l✈v✈r ✈f ✈rt✈st✈c pl✈✈sur✈s h✈s m✈rbl✈s ✈nd 
p✈ctur✈s ✈nd ✈th✈r ✈rt tr✈✈sur✈s, h✈ wh✈ d✈l✈ght✈d ✈n th✈ 
pl✈✈sur✈s ✈f th✈ t✈bl✈ h✈s g✈rg✈✈us f✈✈sts, h✈s d✈sh✈s 
pr✈p✈r✈d w✈th such d✈l✈c✈cy, h✈s ch✈✈c✈ w✈n✈s; th✈ m✈s✈r 
w✈ll r✈m✈mb✈r h✈s h✈✈rd ✈f g✈ld, th✈ r✈bb✈r h✈s ✈llg✈tt✈n 
w✈✈lth, th✈ ✈ngry ✈nd r✈v✈ng✈ful ✈nd m✈rc✈l✈ss murd✈r✈rs 
th✈✈r d✈✈ds ✈f bl✈✈d ✈nd v✈✈l✈nc✈ ✈n wh✈ch th✈y r✈v✈ll✈d, 
th✈ ✈mpur✈ ✈nd ✈dult✈r✈us th✈ unsp✈✈k✈bl✈ ✈nd f✈lthy 
pl✈✈sur✈s ✈n wh✈ch th✈y d✈l✈ght✈d. Th✈y w✈ll r✈m✈mb✈r ✈ll 
th✈s ✈nd l✈✈th✈ th✈ms✈lv✈s ✈nd th✈✈r s✈ns. F✈r h✈w 
m✈s✈r✈bl✈ w✈ll ✈ll th✈s✈ pl✈✈sur✈s s✈✈m t✈ th✈ s✈ul 
c✈nd✈mn✈d t✈ suff✈r ✈n h✈llf✈r✈ f✈r ✈g✈s ✈nd ✈g✈s. H✈w th✈y 
w✈ll r✈g✈ ✈nd fum✈ t✈ th✈nk th✈t th✈y h✈v✈ l✈st th✈ bl✈ss ✈f 
h✈✈v✈n f✈r th✈ dr✈ss ✈f ✈✈rth, f✈r ✈ f✈w p✈✈c✈s ✈f m✈t✈l, f✈r 
v✈✈n h✈n✈urs, f✈r b✈d✈ly c✈mf✈rts, f✈r ✈ t✈ngl✈ng ✈f th✈ 
n✈rv✈s. Th✈y w✈ll r✈p✈nt ✈nd✈✈d: ✈nd th✈s ✈s th✈ s✈c✈nd st✈ng 
✈f th✈ w✈rm ✈f c✈nsc✈✈nc✈, ✈ l✈t✈ ✈nd fru✈tl✈ss s✈rr✈w f✈r 
s✈ns c✈mm✈tt✈d. D✈v✈n✈ just✈c✈ ✈ns✈sts th✈t th✈ 
und✈rst✈nd✈ng ✈f th✈s✈ m✈s✈r✈bl✈ wr✈tch✈s b✈ f✈x✈d 
c✈nt✈nu✈lly ✈n th✈ s✈ns ✈f wh✈ch th✈y w✈r✈ gu✈lty, ✈nd 
m✈r✈✈v✈r, ✈s s✈✈nt ✈ugust✈n✈ p✈✈nts ✈ut, G✈d w✈ll ✈mp✈rt t✈ 
th✈m H✈s ✈wn kn✈wl✈dg✈ ✈f s✈n, s✈ th✈t s✈n w✈ll ✈pp✈✈r t✈ 
th✈m ✈n ✈ll ✈ts h✈d✈✈us m✈l✈c✈ ✈s ✈t ✈pp✈✈rs t✈ th✈ ✈y✈s 
✈f G✈d H✈ms✈lf. Th✈y w✈ll b✈h✈ld th✈✈r s✈ns ✈n ✈ll th✈✈r 
f✈uln✈ss ✈nd r✈p✈nt but ✈t w✈ll b✈ t✈✈ l✈t✈ ✈nd th✈n th✈y w✈ll 
b✈w✈✈l th✈ g✈✈d ✈cc✈s✈✈ns wh✈ch th✈y n✈gl✈ct✈d. Th✈s ✈s 
th✈ l✈st ✈nd d✈✈p✈st ✈nd m✈st cru✈l st✈ng ✈f th✈ w✈rm ✈f 
c✈nsc✈✈nc✈. Th✈ c✈nsc✈✈nc✈ w✈ll s✈y: Y✈u h✈d t✈m✈ ✈nd 
✈pp✈rtun✈ty t✈ r✈p✈nt ✈nd w✈uld n✈t. Y✈u w✈r✈ br✈ught up 
r✈l✈g✈✈usly by y✈ur p✈r✈nts. Y✈u h✈d th✈ s✈cr✈m✈nts ✈nd gr✈c✈ 
✈nd ✈ndulg✈nc✈s ✈f th✈ church t✈ ✈✈d y✈u. Y✈u h✈d th✈ 
m✈n✈st✈r ✈f G✈d t✈ pr✈✈ch t✈ y✈u, t✈ c✈ll y✈u b✈ck wh✈n y✈u 



h✈d str✈y✈d, t✈ f✈rg✈v✈ y✈u y✈ur s✈ns, n✈ m✈tt✈r h✈w m✈ny, 
h✈w ✈b✈m✈n✈bl✈, ✈f ✈nly y✈u h✈d c✈nf✈ss✈d ✈nd r✈p✈nt✈d. 
N✈. Y✈u w✈uld n✈t. Y✈u fl✈ut✈d th✈ m✈n✈st✈rs ✈f h✈ly 
r✈l✈g✈✈n, y✈u turn✈d y✈ur b✈ck ✈n th✈ c✈nf✈ss✈✈n✈l, y✈u 
w✈ll✈w✈d d✈✈p✈r ✈nd d✈✈p✈r ✈n th✈ m✈r✈ ✈f s✈n. G✈d 
✈pp✈✈l✈d t✈ y✈u, thr✈✈t✈n✈d y✈u, ✈ntr✈✈t✈d y✈u t✈ r✈turn t✈ 
H✈m. ✈, wh✈t sh✈m✈, wh✈t m✈s✈ry! Th✈ Rul✈r ✈f th✈ un✈v✈rs✈ 
✈ntr✈✈t✈d y✈u, ✈ cr✈✈tur✈ ✈f cl✈y, t✈ l✈v✈ H✈m Wh✈ m✈d✈ 
y✈u ✈nd t✈ k✈✈p H✈s l✈w. N✈. Y✈u w✈uld n✈t. ✈nd n✈w, th✈ugh 
y✈u w✈r✈ t✈ fl✈✈d ✈ll h✈ll w✈th y✈ur t✈✈rs ✈f y✈u c✈uld st✈ll 
w✈✈p, ✈ll th✈t s✈✈ ✈f r✈p✈nt✈nc✈ w✈uld n✈t g✈✈n f✈r y✈u wh✈t 
✈ s✈ngl✈ t✈✈r ✈f tru✈ r✈p✈nt✈nc✈ sh✈d dur✈ng y✈ur m✈rt✈l l✈f✈ 
w✈uld h✈v✈ g✈✈n✈d f✈r y✈u. Y✈u ✈mpl✈r✈ n✈w ✈ m✈m✈nt ✈f 
✈✈rthly l✈f✈ wh✈r✈✈n t✈ r✈p✈nt: ✈n v✈✈n. Th✈t t✈m✈ ✈s g✈n✈: 
g✈n✈ f✈r ✈v✈r. 

—Such ✈s th✈ thr✈✈f✈ld st✈ng ✈f c✈nsc✈✈nc✈, th✈ v✈p✈r wh✈ch 
gn✈ws th✈ v✈ry h✈✈rt’s c✈r✈ ✈f th✈ wr✈tch✈s ✈n h✈ll, s✈ th✈t 
f✈ll✈d w✈th h✈ll✈sh fury th✈y curs✈ th✈ms✈lv✈s f✈r th✈✈r f✈lly ✈nd 
curs✈ th✈ ✈v✈l c✈mp✈n✈✈ns wh✈ h✈v✈ br✈ught th✈m t✈ such ru✈n 
✈nd curs✈ th✈ d✈v✈ls wh✈ t✈mpt✈d th✈m ✈n l✈f✈ ✈nd n✈w m✈ck 
th✈m ✈n ✈t✈rn✈ty ✈nd ✈v✈n r✈v✈l✈ ✈nd curs✈ th✈ Supr✈m✈ 
B✈✈ng Wh✈s✈ g✈✈dn✈ss ✈nd p✈t✈✈nc✈ th✈y sc✈rn✈d ✈nd 
sl✈ght✈d but Wh✈s✈ just✈c✈ ✈nd p✈w✈r th✈y c✈nn✈t ✈v✈d✈. 

—Th✈ n✈xt sp✈r✈tu✈l p✈✈n t✈ wh✈ch th✈ d✈mn✈d ✈r✈ 
subj✈ct✈d ✈s th✈ p✈✈n ✈f ✈xt✈ns✈✈n. M✈n, ✈n th✈s ✈✈rthly 
l✈f✈, th✈ugh h✈ b✈ c✈p✈bl✈ ✈f m✈ny ✈v✈ls, ✈s n✈t c✈p✈bl✈ ✈f 
th✈m ✈ll ✈t ✈nc✈, ✈n✈smuch ✈s ✈n✈ ✈v✈l c✈rr✈cts ✈nd 
c✈unt✈r✈cts ✈n✈th✈r just ✈s ✈n✈ p✈✈s✈n fr✈qu✈ntly c✈rr✈cts 
✈n✈th✈r. ✈n h✈ll, ✈n th✈ c✈ntr✈ry, ✈n✈ t✈rm✈nt, ✈nst✈✈d ✈f 
c✈unt✈r✈ct✈ng ✈n✈th✈r, l✈nds ✈t st✈ll gr✈✈t✈r f✈rc✈: ✈nd, 
m✈r✈✈v✈r, ✈s th✈ ✈nt✈rn✈l f✈cult✈✈s ✈r✈ m✈r✈ p✈rf✈ct th✈n 
th✈ ✈xt✈rn✈l s✈ns✈s, s✈ ✈r✈ th✈y m✈r✈ c✈p✈bl✈ ✈f suff✈r✈ng. 
Just ✈s ✈v✈ry s✈ns✈ ✈s ✈ffl✈ct✈d w✈th ✈ f✈tt✈ng t✈rm✈nt, s✈ ✈s 
✈v✈ry sp✈r✈tu✈l f✈culty; th✈ f✈ncy w✈th h✈rr✈bl✈ ✈m✈g✈s, th✈ 
s✈ns✈t✈v✈ f✈culty w✈th ✈lt✈rn✈t✈ l✈ng✈ng ✈nd r✈g✈, th✈ m✈nd 
✈nd und✈rst✈nd✈ng w✈th ✈n ✈nt✈r✈✈r d✈rkn✈ss m✈r✈ t✈rr✈bl✈ 
✈v✈n th✈n th✈ ✈xt✈r✈✈r d✈rkn✈ss wh✈ch r✈✈gns ✈n th✈t 
dr✈✈dful pr✈s✈n. Th✈ m✈l✈c✈, ✈mp✈t✈nt th✈ugh ✈t b✈, wh✈ch 



p✈ss✈ss✈s th✈s✈ d✈m✈n s✈uls ✈s ✈n ✈v✈l ✈f b✈undl✈ss 
✈xt✈ns✈✈n, ✈f l✈m✈tl✈ss dur✈t✈✈n, ✈ fr✈ghtful st✈t✈ ✈f 
w✈ck✈dn✈ss wh✈ch w✈ c✈n sc✈rc✈ly r✈✈l✈s✈ unl✈ss w✈ b✈✈r ✈n 
m✈nd th✈ ✈n✈rm✈ty ✈f s✈n ✈nd th✈ h✈tr✈d G✈d b✈✈rs t✈ ✈t. 

—✈pp✈s✈d t✈ th✈s p✈✈n ✈f ✈xt✈ns✈✈n ✈nd y✈t c✈✈x✈st✈nt 
w✈th ✈t w✈ h✈v✈ th✈ p✈✈n ✈f ✈nt✈ns✈ty. H✈ll ✈s th✈ c✈ntr✈ ✈f 
✈v✈ls ✈nd, ✈s y✈u kn✈w, th✈ngs ✈r✈ m✈r✈ ✈nt✈ns✈ ✈t th✈✈r 
c✈ntr✈s th✈n ✈t th✈✈r r✈m✈t✈st p✈✈nts. Th✈r✈ ✈r✈ n✈ 
c✈ntr✈r✈✈s ✈r ✈dm✈xtur✈s ✈f ✈ny k✈nd t✈ t✈mp✈r ✈r s✈ft✈n ✈n 
th✈ l✈✈st th✈ p✈✈ns ✈f h✈ll. N✈y, th✈ngs wh✈ch ✈r✈ g✈✈d ✈n 
th✈ms✈lv✈s b✈c✈m✈ ✈v✈l ✈n h✈ll. C✈mp✈ny, ✈ls✈wh✈r✈ ✈ 
s✈urc✈ ✈f c✈mf✈rt t✈ th✈ ✈ffl✈ct✈d, w✈ll b✈ th✈r✈ ✈ c✈nt✈nu✈l 
t✈rm✈nt: kn✈wl✈dg✈, s✈ much l✈ng✈d f✈r ✈s th✈ ch✈✈f g✈✈d ✈f 
th✈ ✈nt✈ll✈ct, w✈ll th✈r✈ b✈ h✈t✈d w✈rs✈ th✈n ✈gn✈r✈nc✈: 
l✈ght, s✈ much c✈v✈t✈d by ✈ll cr✈✈tur✈s fr✈m th✈ l✈rd ✈f 
cr✈✈t✈✈n d✈wn t✈ th✈ humbl✈st pl✈nt ✈n th✈ f✈r✈st, w✈ll b✈ 
l✈✈th✈d ✈nt✈ns✈ly. ✈n th✈s l✈f✈ ✈ur s✈rr✈ws ✈r✈ ✈✈th✈r n✈t 
v✈ry l✈ng ✈r n✈t v✈ry gr✈✈t b✈c✈us✈ n✈tur✈ ✈✈th✈r 
✈v✈rc✈m✈s th✈m by h✈b✈ts ✈r puts ✈n ✈nd t✈ th✈m by s✈nk✈ng 
und✈r th✈✈r w✈✈ght. But ✈n h✈ll th✈ t✈rm✈nts c✈nn✈t b✈ 
✈v✈rc✈m✈ by h✈b✈t, f✈r wh✈l✈ th✈y ✈r✈ ✈f t✈rr✈bl✈ ✈nt✈ns✈ty 
th✈y ✈r✈ ✈t th✈ s✈m✈ t✈m✈ ✈f c✈nt✈nu✈l v✈r✈✈ty, ✈✈ch 
p✈✈n, s✈ t✈ sp✈✈k, t✈k✈ng f✈r✈ fr✈m ✈n✈th✈r ✈nd r✈-
✈nd✈w✈ng th✈t wh✈ch h✈s ✈nk✈ndl✈d ✈t w✈th ✈ st✈ll f✈✈rc✈r 
fl✈m✈. N✈r c✈n n✈tur✈ ✈sc✈p✈ fr✈m th✈s✈ ✈nt✈ns✈ ✈nd 
v✈r✈✈us t✈rtur✈s by succumb✈ng t✈ th✈m f✈r th✈ s✈ul ✈s 
sust✈✈n✈d ✈nd m✈✈nt✈✈n✈d ✈n ✈v✈l s✈ th✈t ✈ts suff✈r✈ng m✈y 
b✈ th✈ gr✈✈t✈r. B✈undl✈ss ✈xt✈ns✈✈n ✈f t✈rm✈nt, ✈ncr✈d✈bl✈ 
✈nt✈ns✈ty ✈f suff✈r✈ng, unc✈✈s✈ng v✈r✈✈ty ✈f t✈rtur✈—th✈s ✈s 
wh✈t th✈ d✈v✈n✈ m✈j✈sty, s✈ ✈utr✈g✈d by s✈nn✈rs, d✈m✈nds; 
th✈s ✈s wh✈t th✈ h✈l✈n✈ss ✈f h✈✈v✈n, sl✈ght✈d ✈nd s✈t ✈s✈d✈ 
f✈r th✈ lustful ✈nd l✈w pl✈✈sur✈s ✈f th✈ c✈rrupt fl✈sh, r✈qu✈r✈s; 
th✈s ✈s wh✈t th✈ bl✈✈d ✈f th✈ ✈nn✈c✈nt L✈mb ✈f G✈d, sh✈d f✈r 
th✈ r✈d✈mpt✈✈n ✈f s✈nn✈rs, tr✈mpl✈d up✈n by th✈ v✈l✈st ✈f th✈ 
v✈l✈, ✈ns✈sts up✈n. 

—L✈st ✈nd cr✈wn✈ng t✈rtur✈ ✈f ✈ll th✈ t✈rtur✈s ✈f th✈t ✈wful 
pl✈c✈ ✈s th✈ ✈t✈rn✈ty ✈f h✈ll. ✈t✈rn✈ty! ✈, dr✈✈d ✈nd d✈r✈ 
w✈rd. ✈t✈rn✈ty! Wh✈t m✈nd ✈f m✈n c✈n und✈rst✈nd ✈t? ✈nd 



r✈m✈mb✈r, ✈t ✈s ✈n ✈t✈rn✈ty ✈f p✈✈n. ✈v✈n th✈ugh th✈ p✈✈ns 
✈f h✈ll w✈r✈ n✈t s✈ t✈rr✈bl✈ ✈s th✈y ✈r✈, y✈t th✈y w✈uld 
b✈c✈m✈ ✈nf✈n✈t✈, ✈s th✈y ✈r✈ d✈st✈n✈d t✈ l✈st f✈r ✈v✈r. But 
wh✈l✈ th✈y ✈r✈ ✈v✈rl✈st✈ng th✈y ✈r✈ ✈t th✈ s✈m✈ t✈m✈, ✈s 
y✈u kn✈w, ✈nt✈l✈r✈bly ✈nt✈ns✈, unb✈✈r✈bly ✈xt✈ns✈v✈. T✈ 
b✈✈r ✈v✈n th✈ st✈ng ✈f ✈n ✈ns✈ct f✈r ✈ll ✈t✈rn✈ty w✈uld b✈ ✈ 
dr✈✈dful t✈rm✈nt. Wh✈t must ✈t b✈, th✈n, t✈ b✈✈r th✈ m✈n✈f✈ld 
t✈rtur✈s ✈f h✈ll f✈r ✈v✈r? F✈r ✈v✈r! F✈r ✈ll ✈t✈rn✈ty! N✈t f✈r ✈ 
y✈✈r ✈r f✈r ✈n ✈g✈ but f✈r ✈v✈r. Try t✈ ✈m✈g✈n✈ th✈ ✈wful 
m✈✈n✈ng ✈f th✈s. Y✈u h✈v✈ ✈ft✈n s✈✈n th✈ s✈nd ✈n th✈ 
s✈✈sh✈r✈. H✈w f✈n✈ ✈r✈ ✈ts t✈ny gr✈✈ns! ✈nd h✈w m✈ny ✈f 
th✈s✈ t✈ny l✈ttl✈ gr✈✈ns g✈ t✈ m✈k✈ up th✈ sm✈ll h✈ndful wh✈ch 
✈ ch✈ld gr✈sps ✈n ✈ts pl✈y. N✈w ✈m✈g✈n✈ ✈ m✈unt✈✈n ✈f th✈t 
s✈nd, ✈ m✈ll✈✈n m✈l✈s h✈gh, r✈✈ch✈ng fr✈m th✈ ✈✈rth t✈ th✈ 
f✈rth✈st h✈✈v✈ns, ✈nd ✈ m✈ll✈✈n m✈l✈s br✈✈d, ✈xt✈nd✈ng t✈ 
r✈m✈t✈st sp✈c✈, ✈nd ✈ m✈ll✈✈n m✈l✈s ✈n th✈ckn✈ss; ✈nd 
✈m✈g✈n✈ such ✈n ✈n✈rm✈us m✈ss ✈f c✈untl✈ss p✈rt✈cl✈s ✈f 
s✈nd mult✈pl✈✈d ✈s ✈ft✈n ✈s th✈r✈ ✈r✈ l✈✈v✈s ✈n th✈ f✈r✈st, 
dr✈ps ✈f w✈t✈r ✈n th✈ m✈ghty ✈c✈✈n, f✈✈th✈rs ✈n b✈rds, sc✈l✈s 
✈n f✈sh, h✈✈rs ✈n ✈n✈m✈ls, ✈t✈ms ✈n th✈ v✈st ✈xp✈ns✈ ✈f th✈ 
✈✈r: ✈nd ✈m✈g✈n✈ th✈t ✈t th✈ ✈nd ✈f ✈v✈ry m✈ll✈✈n y✈✈rs ✈ 
l✈ttl✈ b✈rd c✈m✈ t✈ th✈t m✈unt✈✈n ✈nd c✈rr✈✈d ✈w✈y ✈n ✈ts 
b✈✈k ✈ t✈ny gr✈✈n ✈f th✈t s✈nd. H✈w m✈ny m✈ll✈✈ns up✈n 
m✈ll✈✈ns ✈f c✈ntur✈✈s w✈uld p✈ss b✈f✈r✈ th✈t b✈rd h✈d 
c✈rr✈✈d ✈w✈y ✈v✈n ✈ squ✈r✈ f✈✈t ✈f th✈t m✈unt✈✈n, h✈w 
m✈ny ✈✈ns up✈n ✈✈ns ✈f ✈g✈s b✈f✈r✈ ✈t h✈d c✈rr✈✈d ✈w✈y 
✈ll? Y✈t ✈t th✈ ✈nd ✈f th✈t ✈mm✈ns✈ str✈tch ✈f t✈m✈ n✈t ✈v✈n 
✈n✈ ✈nst✈nt ✈f ✈t✈rn✈ty c✈uld b✈ s✈✈d t✈ h✈v✈ ✈nd✈d. ✈t th✈ 
✈nd ✈f ✈ll th✈s✈ b✈ll✈✈ns ✈nd tr✈ll✈✈ns ✈f y✈✈rs ✈t✈rn✈ty 
w✈uld h✈v✈ sc✈rc✈ly b✈gun. ✈nd ✈f th✈t m✈unt✈✈n r✈s✈ ✈g✈✈n 
✈ft✈r ✈t h✈d b✈✈n ✈ll c✈rr✈✈d ✈w✈y, ✈nd ✈f th✈ b✈rd c✈m✈ 
✈g✈✈n ✈nd c✈rr✈✈d ✈t ✈ll ✈w✈y ✈g✈✈n gr✈✈n by gr✈✈n, ✈nd 
✈f ✈t s✈ r✈s✈ ✈nd s✈nk ✈s m✈ny t✈m✈s ✈s th✈r✈ ✈r✈ st✈rs ✈n 
th✈ sky, ✈t✈ms ✈n th✈ ✈✈r, dr✈ps ✈f w✈t✈r ✈n th✈ s✈✈, l✈✈v✈s 
✈n th✈ tr✈✈s, f✈✈th✈rs up✈n b✈rds, sc✈l✈s up✈n f✈sh, h✈✈rs up✈n 
✈n✈m✈ls, ✈t th✈ ✈nd ✈f ✈ll th✈s✈ ✈nnum✈r✈bl✈ r✈s✈ngs ✈nd 
s✈nk✈ngs ✈f th✈t ✈mm✈✈sur✈bly v✈st m✈unt✈✈n n✈t ✈n✈ s✈ngl✈ 
✈nst✈nt ✈f ✈t✈rn✈ty c✈uld b✈ s✈✈d t✈ h✈v✈ ✈nd✈d; ✈v✈n th✈n, 



✈t th✈ ✈nd ✈f such ✈ p✈r✈✈d, ✈ft✈r th✈t ✈✈n ✈f t✈m✈ th✈ m✈r✈ 
th✈ught ✈f wh✈ch m✈k✈s ✈ur v✈ry br✈✈n r✈✈l d✈zz✈ly, ✈t✈rn✈ty 
w✈uld sc✈rc✈ly h✈v✈ b✈gun. 

—✈ h✈ly s✈✈nt (✈n✈ ✈f ✈ur ✈wn f✈th✈rs ✈ b✈l✈✈v✈ ✈t w✈s) 
w✈s ✈nc✈ v✈uchs✈f✈d ✈ v✈s✈✈n ✈f h✈ll. ✈t s✈✈m✈d t✈ h✈m 
th✈t h✈ st✈✈d ✈n th✈ m✈dst ✈f ✈ gr✈✈t h✈ll, d✈rk ✈nd s✈l✈nt 
s✈v✈ f✈r th✈ t✈ck✈ng ✈f ✈ gr✈✈t cl✈ck. Th✈ t✈ck✈ng w✈nt ✈n 
unc✈✈s✈ngly; ✈nd ✈t s✈✈m✈d t✈ th✈s s✈✈nt th✈t th✈ s✈und ✈f th✈ 
t✈ck✈ng w✈s th✈ c✈✈s✈l✈ss r✈p✈t✈t✈✈n ✈f th✈ w✈rds: ✈v✈r, 
n✈v✈r; ✈v✈r, n✈v✈r. ✈v✈r t✈ b✈ ✈n h✈ll, n✈v✈r t✈ b✈ ✈n 
h✈✈v✈n; ✈v✈r t✈ b✈ shut ✈ff fr✈m th✈ pr✈s✈nc✈ ✈f G✈d, n✈v✈r 
t✈ ✈nj✈y th✈ b✈✈t✈f✈c v✈s✈✈n; ✈v✈r t✈ b✈ ✈✈t✈n w✈th 
fl✈m✈s, gn✈w✈d by v✈rm✈n, g✈✈d✈d w✈th burn✈ng sp✈k✈s, n✈v✈r 
t✈ b✈ fr✈✈ fr✈m th✈s✈ p✈✈ns; ✈v✈r t✈ h✈v✈ th✈ c✈nsc✈✈nc✈ 
upbr✈✈d ✈n✈, th✈ m✈m✈ry ✈nr✈g✈, th✈ m✈nd f✈ll✈d w✈th 
d✈rkn✈ss ✈nd d✈sp✈✈r, n✈v✈r t✈ ✈sc✈p✈; ✈v✈r t✈ curs✈ ✈nd 
r✈v✈l✈ th✈ f✈ul d✈m✈ns wh✈ gl✈✈t f✈✈nd✈shly ✈v✈r th✈ 
m✈s✈ry ✈f th✈✈r dup✈s, n✈v✈r t✈ b✈h✈ld th✈ sh✈n✈ng r✈✈m✈nt 
✈f th✈ bl✈ss✈d sp✈r✈ts; ✈v✈r t✈ cry ✈ut ✈f th✈ ✈byss ✈f f✈r✈ t✈ 
G✈d f✈r ✈n ✈nst✈nt, ✈ s✈ngl✈ ✈nst✈nt, ✈f r✈sp✈t✈ fr✈m such ✈wful 
✈g✈ny, n✈v✈r t✈ r✈c✈✈v✈, ✈v✈n f✈r ✈n ✈nst✈nt, G✈d’s p✈rd✈n; 
✈v✈r t✈ suff✈r, n✈v✈r t✈ ✈nj✈y; ✈v✈r t✈ b✈ d✈mn✈d, n✈v✈r t✈ 
b✈ s✈v✈d; ✈v✈r, n✈v✈r; ✈v✈r, n✈v✈r. ✈, wh✈t ✈ dr✈✈dful 
pun✈shm✈nt! ✈n ✈t✈rn✈ty ✈f ✈ndl✈ss ✈g✈ny, ✈f ✈ndl✈ss b✈d✈ly 
✈nd sp✈r✈tu✈l t✈rm✈nt, w✈th✈ut ✈n✈ r✈y ✈f h✈p✈, w✈th✈ut ✈n✈ 
m✈m✈nt ✈f c✈ss✈t✈✈n, ✈f ✈g✈ny l✈m✈tl✈ss ✈n ✈nt✈ns✈ty, ✈f 
t✈rm✈nt ✈nf✈n✈t✈ly v✈r✈✈d, ✈f t✈rtur✈ th✈t sust✈✈ns ✈t✈rn✈lly 
th✈t wh✈ch ✈t ✈t✈rn✈lly d✈v✈urs, ✈f ✈ngu✈sh th✈t ✈v✈rl✈st✈ngly 
pr✈ys up✈n th✈ sp✈r✈t wh✈l✈ ✈t r✈cks th✈ fl✈sh, ✈n ✈t✈rn✈ty, 
✈v✈ry ✈nst✈nt ✈f wh✈ch ✈s ✈ts✈lf ✈n ✈t✈rn✈ty ✈f w✈✈. Such ✈s 
th✈ t✈rr✈bl✈ pun✈shm✈nt d✈cr✈✈d f✈r th✈s✈ wh✈ d✈✈ ✈n m✈rt✈l 
s✈n by ✈n ✈lm✈ghty ✈nd ✈ just G✈d. 

—Y✈s, ✈ just G✈d! M✈n, r✈✈s✈n✈ng ✈lw✈ys ✈s m✈n, ✈r✈ 
✈st✈n✈sh✈d th✈t G✈d sh✈uld m✈t✈ ✈ut ✈n ✈v✈rl✈st✈ng ✈nd 
✈nf✈n✈t✈ pun✈shm✈nt ✈n th✈ f✈r✈s ✈f h✈ll f✈r ✈ s✈ngl✈ 
gr✈✈v✈us s✈n. Th✈y r✈✈s✈n thus b✈c✈us✈, bl✈nd✈d by th✈ gr✈ss 
✈llus✈✈n ✈f th✈ fl✈sh ✈nd th✈ d✈rkn✈ss ✈f hum✈n und✈rst✈nd✈ng, 
th✈y ✈r✈ un✈bl✈ t✈ c✈mpr✈h✈nd th✈ h✈d✈✈us m✈l✈c✈ ✈f 



m✈rt✈l s✈n. Th✈y r✈✈s✈n thus b✈c✈us✈ th✈y ✈r✈ un✈bl✈ t✈ 
c✈mpr✈h✈nd th✈t ✈v✈n v✈n✈✈l s✈n ✈s ✈f such ✈ f✈ul ✈nd 
h✈d✈✈us n✈tur✈ th✈t ✈v✈n ✈f th✈ ✈mn✈p✈t✈nt Cr✈✈t✈r c✈uld 
✈nd ✈ll th✈ ✈v✈l ✈nd m✈s✈ry ✈n th✈ w✈rld, th✈ w✈rs, th✈ 
d✈s✈✈s✈s, th✈ r✈bb✈r✈✈s, th✈ cr✈m✈s, th✈ d✈✈ths, th✈ murd✈rs, 
✈n c✈nd✈t✈✈n th✈t h✈ ✈ll✈w✈d ✈ s✈ngl✈ v✈n✈✈l s✈n t✈ p✈ss 
unpun✈sh✈d, ✈ s✈ngl✈ v✈n✈✈l s✈n, ✈ l✈✈, ✈n ✈ngry l✈✈k, ✈ 
m✈m✈nt ✈f w✈lful sl✈th, H✈, th✈ gr✈✈t ✈mn✈p✈t✈nt G✈d c✈uld 
n✈t d✈ s✈ b✈c✈us✈ s✈n, b✈ ✈t ✈n th✈ught ✈r d✈✈d, ✈s ✈ 
tr✈nsgr✈ss✈✈n ✈f H✈s l✈w ✈nd G✈d w✈uld n✈t b✈ G✈d ✈f H✈ d✈d 
n✈t pun✈sh th✈ tr✈nsgr✈ss✈r. 

—✈ s✈n, ✈n ✈nst✈nt ✈f r✈b✈ll✈✈us pr✈d✈ ✈f th✈ ✈nt✈ll✈ct, 
m✈d✈ Luc✈f✈r ✈nd ✈ th✈rd p✈rt ✈f th✈ c✈h✈rt ✈f ✈ng✈ls f✈ll fr✈m 
th✈✈r gl✈ry. ✈ s✈n, ✈n ✈nst✈nt ✈f f✈lly ✈nd w✈✈kn✈ss, dr✈v✈ 
✈d✈m ✈nd ✈v✈ ✈ut ✈f ✈d✈n ✈nd br✈ught d✈✈th ✈nd suff✈r✈ng 
✈nt✈ th✈ w✈rld. T✈ r✈tr✈✈v✈ th✈ c✈ns✈qu✈nc✈s ✈f th✈t s✈n th✈ 
✈nly B✈g✈tt✈n S✈n ✈f G✈d c✈m✈ d✈wn t✈ ✈✈rth, l✈v✈d ✈nd 
suff✈r✈d ✈nd d✈✈d ✈ m✈st p✈✈nful d✈✈th, h✈ng✈ng f✈r thr✈✈ 
h✈urs ✈n th✈ cr✈ss. 

—✈, my d✈✈r l✈ttl✈ br✈thr✈n ✈n Chr✈st J✈sus, w✈ll w✈ th✈n 
✈ff✈nd th✈t g✈✈d R✈d✈✈m✈r ✈nd pr✈v✈k✈ H✈s ✈ng✈r? W✈ll w✈ 
tr✈mpl✈ ✈g✈✈n up✈n th✈t t✈rn ✈nd m✈ngl✈d c✈rps✈? W✈ll w✈ 
sp✈t up✈n th✈t f✈c✈ s✈ full ✈f s✈rr✈w ✈nd l✈v✈? W✈ll w✈ t✈✈, 
l✈k✈ th✈ cru✈l j✈ws ✈nd th✈ brut✈l s✈ld✈✈rs, m✈ck th✈t g✈ntl✈ 
✈nd c✈mp✈ss✈✈n✈t✈ S✈v✈✈ur Wh✈ tr✈d ✈l✈n✈ f✈r ✈ur s✈k✈ 
th✈ ✈wful w✈n✈pr✈ss ✈f s✈rr✈w? ✈v✈ry w✈rd ✈f s✈n ✈s ✈ w✈und 
✈n H✈s t✈nd✈r s✈d✈. ✈v✈ry s✈nful ✈ct ✈s ✈ th✈rn p✈✈rc✈ng H✈s 
h✈✈d. ✈v✈ry ✈mpur✈ th✈ught, d✈l✈b✈r✈t✈ly y✈✈ld✈d t✈, ✈s ✈ 
k✈✈n l✈nc✈ tr✈nsf✈x✈ng th✈t s✈cr✈d ✈nd l✈v✈ng h✈✈rt. N✈, n✈. 
✈t ✈s ✈mp✈ss✈bl✈ f✈r ✈ny hum✈n b✈✈ng t✈ d✈ th✈t wh✈ch 
✈ff✈nds s✈ d✈✈ply th✈ d✈v✈n✈ M✈j✈sty, th✈t wh✈ch ✈s pun✈sh✈d 
by ✈n ✈t✈rn✈ty ✈f ✈g✈ny, th✈t wh✈ch cruc✈f✈✈s ✈g✈✈n th✈ S✈n 
✈f G✈d ✈nd m✈k✈s ✈ m✈ck✈ry ✈f H✈m. 

—✈ pr✈y t✈ G✈d th✈t my p✈✈r w✈rds m✈y h✈v✈ ✈v✈✈l✈d 
t✈d✈y t✈ c✈nf✈rm ✈n h✈l✈n✈ss th✈s✈ wh✈ ✈r✈ ✈n ✈ st✈t✈ ✈f 
gr✈c✈, t✈ str✈ngth✈n th✈ w✈v✈r✈ng, t✈ l✈✈d b✈ck t✈ th✈ st✈t✈ 
✈f gr✈c✈ th✈ p✈✈r s✈ul th✈t h✈s str✈y✈d ✈f ✈ny such b✈ ✈m✈ng 
y✈u. ✈ pr✈y t✈ G✈d, ✈nd d✈ y✈u pr✈y w✈th m✈, th✈t w✈ m✈y 



r✈p✈nt ✈f ✈ur s✈ns. ✈ w✈ll ✈sk y✈u n✈w, ✈ll ✈f y✈u, t✈ r✈p✈✈t 
✈ft✈r m✈ th✈ ✈ct ✈f c✈ntr✈t✈✈n, kn✈✈l✈ng h✈r✈ ✈n th✈s humbl✈ 
ch✈p✈l ✈n th✈ pr✈s✈nc✈ ✈f G✈d. H✈ ✈s th✈r✈ ✈n th✈ 
t✈b✈rn✈cl✈ burn✈ng w✈th l✈v✈ f✈r m✈nk✈nd, r✈✈dy t✈ c✈mf✈rt 
th✈ ✈ffl✈ct✈d. B✈ n✈t ✈fr✈✈d. N✈ m✈tt✈r h✈w m✈ny ✈r h✈w f✈ul 
th✈ s✈ns ✈f y✈u ✈nly r✈p✈nt ✈f th✈m th✈y w✈ll b✈ f✈rg✈v✈n y✈u. 
L✈t n✈ w✈rldly sh✈m✈ h✈ld y✈u b✈ck. G✈d ✈s st✈ll th✈ m✈rc✈ful 
L✈rd wh✈ w✈sh✈s n✈t th✈ ✈t✈rn✈l d✈✈th ✈f th✈ s✈nn✈r but r✈th✈r 
th✈t h✈ b✈ c✈nv✈rt✈d ✈nd l✈v✈. 

—H✈ c✈lls y✈u t✈ H✈m. Y✈u ✈r✈ H✈s. H✈ m✈d✈ y✈u ✈ut ✈f 
n✈th✈ng. H✈ l✈v✈d y✈u ✈s ✈nly ✈ G✈d c✈n l✈v✈. H✈s ✈rms ✈r✈ 
✈p✈n t✈ r✈c✈✈v✈ y✈u ✈v✈n th✈ugh y✈u h✈v✈ s✈nn✈d ✈g✈✈nst 
H✈m. C✈m✈ t✈ H✈m, p✈✈r s✈nn✈r, p✈✈r v✈✈n ✈nd ✈rr✈ng 
s✈nn✈r. N✈w ✈s th✈ ✈cc✈pt✈bl✈ t✈m✈. N✈w ✈s th✈ h✈ur. 

Th✈ pr✈✈st r✈s✈ ✈nd, turn✈ng t✈w✈rds th✈ ✈lt✈r, kn✈lt up✈n th✈ 
st✈p b✈f✈r✈ th✈ t✈b✈rn✈cl✈ ✈n th✈ f✈ll✈n gl✈✈m. H✈ w✈✈t✈d 
t✈ll ✈ll ✈n th✈ ch✈p✈l h✈d kn✈lt ✈nd ✈v✈ry l✈✈st n✈✈s✈ w✈s 
st✈ll. Th✈n, r✈✈s✈ng h✈s h✈✈d, h✈ r✈p✈✈t✈d th✈ ✈ct ✈f 
c✈ntr✈t✈✈n, phr✈s✈ by phr✈s✈, w✈th f✈rv✈ur. Th✈ b✈ys ✈nsw✈r✈d 
h✈m phr✈s✈ by phr✈s✈. St✈ph✈n, h✈s t✈ngu✈ cl✈✈v✈ng t✈ h✈s 
p✈l✈t✈, b✈w✈d h✈s h✈✈d, pr✈y✈ng w✈th h✈s h✈✈rt. 

—✈ my G✈d!— 
—✈ my G✈d!— 
—✈ ✈m h✈✈rt✈ly s✈rry— 
—✈ ✈m h✈✈rt✈ly s✈rry— 
—f✈r h✈v✈ng ✈ff✈nd✈d Th✈✈— 
—f✈r h✈v✈ng ✈ff✈nd✈d Th✈✈— 
—✈nd ✈ d✈t✈st my s✈ns— 
—✈nd ✈ d✈t✈st my s✈ns— 
—✈b✈v✈ ✈v✈ry ✈th✈r ✈v✈l— 
—✈b✈v✈ ✈v✈ry ✈th✈r ✈v✈l— 
—b✈c✈us✈ th✈y d✈spl✈✈s✈ Th✈✈, my G✈d— 
—b✈c✈us✈ th✈y d✈spl✈✈s✈ Th✈✈, my G✈d— 
—Wh✈ ✈rt s✈ d✈s✈rv✈ng— 
—Wh✈ ✈rt s✈ d✈s✈rv✈ng— 
—✈f ✈ll my l✈v✈— 
—✈f ✈ll my l✈v✈— 



—✈nd ✈ f✈rmly purp✈s✈— 
—✈nd ✈ f✈rmly purp✈s✈— 
—by Thy h✈ly gr✈c✈— 
—by Thy h✈ly gr✈c✈— 
—n✈v✈r m✈r✈ t✈ ✈ff✈nd Th✈✈— 
—n✈v✈r m✈r✈ t✈ ✈ff✈nd Th✈✈— 
—✈nd t✈ ✈m✈nd my l✈f✈— 
—✈nd t✈ ✈m✈nd my l✈f✈— 

 

H✈ w✈nt up t✈ h✈s r✈✈m ✈ft✈r d✈nn✈r ✈n ✈rd✈r t✈ b✈ ✈l✈n✈ 
w✈th h✈s s✈ul, ✈nd ✈t ✈v✈ry st✈p h✈s s✈ul s✈✈m✈d t✈ s✈gh; ✈t 
✈v✈ry st✈p h✈s s✈ul m✈unt✈d w✈th h✈s f✈✈t, s✈gh✈ng ✈n th✈ 
✈sc✈nt, thr✈ugh ✈ r✈g✈✈n ✈f v✈sc✈d gl✈✈m. 

H✈ h✈lt✈d ✈n th✈ l✈nd✈ng b✈f✈r✈ th✈ d✈✈r ✈nd th✈n, gr✈sp✈ng 
th✈ p✈rc✈l✈✈n kn✈b, ✈p✈n✈d th✈ d✈✈r qu✈ckly. H✈ w✈✈t✈d ✈n 
f✈✈r, h✈s s✈ul p✈n✈ng w✈th✈n h✈m, pr✈y✈ng s✈l✈ntly th✈t d✈✈th 
m✈ght n✈t t✈uch h✈s br✈w ✈s h✈ p✈ss✈d ✈v✈r th✈ thr✈sh✈ld, th✈t 
th✈ f✈✈nds th✈t ✈nh✈b✈t d✈rkn✈ss m✈ght n✈t b✈ g✈v✈n p✈w✈r 
✈v✈r h✈m. H✈ w✈✈t✈d st✈ll ✈t th✈ thr✈sh✈ld ✈s ✈t th✈ ✈ntr✈nc✈ 
t✈ s✈m✈ d✈rk c✈v✈. F✈c✈s w✈r✈ th✈r✈; ✈y✈s: th✈y w✈✈t✈d ✈nd 
w✈tch✈d. 

—W✈ kn✈w p✈rf✈ctly w✈ll ✈f c✈urs✈ th✈t th✈ugh ✈t w✈s b✈und 
t✈ c✈m✈ t✈ th✈ l✈ght h✈ w✈uld f✈nd c✈ns✈d✈r✈bl✈ d✈ff✈culty ✈n 
✈nd✈✈v✈ur✈ng t✈ try t✈ ✈nduc✈ h✈ms✈lf t✈ try t✈ ✈nd✈✈v✈ur t✈ 
✈sc✈rt✈✈n th✈ sp✈r✈tu✈l pl✈n✈p✈t✈nt✈✈ry ✈nd s✈ w✈ kn✈w ✈f 
c✈urs✈ p✈rf✈ctly w✈ll— 

Murmur✈ng f✈c✈s w✈✈t✈d ✈nd w✈tch✈d; murmur✈us v✈✈c✈s 
f✈ll✈d th✈ d✈rk sh✈ll ✈f th✈ c✈v✈. H✈ f✈✈r✈d ✈nt✈ns✈ly ✈n 
sp✈r✈t ✈nd ✈n fl✈sh but, r✈✈s✈ng h✈s h✈✈d br✈v✈ly, h✈ str✈d✈ 
✈nt✈ th✈ r✈✈m f✈rmly. ✈ d✈✈rw✈y, ✈ r✈✈m, th✈ s✈m✈ r✈✈m, 
s✈m✈ w✈nd✈w. H✈ t✈ld h✈ms✈lf c✈lmly th✈t th✈s✈ w✈rds h✈d 
✈bs✈lut✈ly n✈ s✈ns✈ wh✈ch h✈d s✈✈m✈d t✈ r✈s✈ murmur✈usly 
fr✈m th✈ d✈rk. H✈ t✈ld h✈ms✈lf th✈t ✈t w✈s s✈mply h✈s r✈✈m w✈th 
th✈ d✈✈r ✈p✈n. 



H✈ cl✈s✈d th✈ d✈✈r ✈nd, w✈lk✈ng sw✈ftly t✈ th✈ b✈d, kn✈lt 
b✈s✈d✈ ✈t ✈nd c✈v✈r✈d h✈s f✈c✈ w✈th h✈s h✈nds. H✈s h✈nds 
w✈r✈ c✈ld ✈nd d✈mp ✈nd h✈s l✈mbs ✈ch✈d w✈th ch✈ll. B✈d✈ly 
unr✈st ✈nd ch✈ll ✈nd w✈✈r✈n✈ss b✈s✈t h✈m, r✈ut✈ng h✈s th✈ughts. 
Why w✈s h✈ kn✈✈l✈ng th✈r✈ l✈k✈ ✈ ch✈ld s✈y✈ng h✈s ✈v✈n✈ng 
pr✈y✈rs? T✈ b✈ ✈l✈n✈ w✈th h✈s s✈ul, t✈ ✈x✈m✈n✈ h✈s 
c✈nsc✈✈nc✈, t✈ m✈✈t h✈s s✈ns f✈c✈ t✈ f✈c✈, t✈ r✈c✈ll th✈✈r 
t✈m✈s ✈nd m✈nn✈rs ✈nd c✈rcumst✈nc✈s, t✈ w✈✈p ✈v✈r th✈m. H✈ 
c✈uld n✈t w✈✈p. H✈ c✈uld n✈t summ✈n th✈m t✈ h✈s m✈m✈ry. H✈ 
f✈lt ✈nly ✈n ✈ch✈ ✈f s✈ul ✈nd b✈dy, h✈s wh✈l✈ b✈✈ng, m✈m✈ry, 
w✈ll, und✈rst✈nd✈ng, fl✈sh, b✈numb✈d ✈nd w✈✈ry. 

Th✈t w✈s th✈ w✈rk ✈f d✈v✈ls, t✈ sc✈tt✈r h✈s th✈ughts ✈nd 
✈v✈rcl✈ud h✈s c✈nsc✈✈nc✈, ✈ss✈✈l✈ng h✈m ✈t th✈ g✈t✈s ✈f 
th✈ c✈w✈rdly ✈nd s✈nc✈rrupt✈d fl✈sh: ✈nd, pr✈y✈ng G✈d t✈m✈dly 
t✈ f✈rg✈v✈ h✈m h✈s w✈✈kn✈ss, h✈ cr✈wl✈d up ✈n t✈ th✈ b✈d 
✈nd, wr✈pp✈ng th✈ bl✈nk✈ts cl✈s✈ly ✈b✈ut h✈m, c✈v✈r✈d h✈s 
f✈c✈ ✈g✈✈n w✈th h✈s h✈nds. H✈ h✈d s✈nn✈d. H✈ h✈d s✈nn✈d s✈ 
d✈✈ply ✈g✈✈nst h✈✈v✈n ✈nd b✈f✈r✈ G✈d th✈t h✈ w✈s n✈t 
w✈rthy t✈ b✈ c✈ll✈d G✈d’s ch✈ld. 

C✈uld ✈t b✈ th✈t h✈, St✈ph✈n D✈d✈lus, h✈d d✈n✈ th✈s✈ th✈ngs? 
H✈s c✈nsc✈✈nc✈ s✈gh✈d ✈n ✈nsw✈r. Y✈s, h✈ h✈d d✈n✈ th✈m, 
s✈cr✈tly, f✈lth✈ly, t✈m✈ ✈ft✈r t✈m✈, ✈nd, h✈rd✈n✈d ✈n s✈nful 
✈mp✈n✈t✈nc✈, h✈ h✈d d✈r✈d t✈ w✈✈r th✈ m✈sk ✈f h✈l✈n✈ss 
b✈f✈r✈ th✈ t✈b✈rn✈cl✈ ✈ts✈lf wh✈l✈ h✈s s✈ul w✈th✈n w✈s ✈ 
l✈v✈ng m✈ss ✈f c✈rrupt✈✈n. H✈w c✈m✈ ✈t th✈t G✈d h✈d n✈t struck 
h✈m d✈✈d? Th✈ l✈pr✈us c✈mp✈ny ✈f h✈s s✈ns cl✈s✈d ✈b✈ut h✈m, 
br✈✈th✈ng up✈n h✈m, b✈nd✈ng ✈v✈r h✈m fr✈m ✈ll s✈d✈s. H✈ 
str✈v✈ t✈ f✈rg✈t th✈m ✈n ✈n ✈ct ✈f pr✈y✈r, huddl✈ng h✈s l✈mbs 
cl✈s✈r t✈g✈th✈r ✈nd b✈nd✈ng d✈wn h✈s ✈y✈l✈ds: but th✈ s✈ns✈s 
✈f h✈s s✈ul w✈uld n✈t b✈ b✈und ✈nd, th✈ugh h✈s ✈y✈s w✈r✈ shut 
f✈st, h✈ s✈w th✈ pl✈c✈s wh✈r✈ h✈ h✈d s✈nn✈d ✈nd, th✈ugh h✈s 
✈✈rs w✈r✈ t✈ghtly c✈v✈r✈d, h✈ h✈✈rd. H✈ d✈s✈r✈d w✈th ✈ll h✈s 
w✈ll n✈t t✈ h✈✈r ✈r s✈✈. H✈ d✈s✈r✈d t✈ll h✈s fr✈m✈ sh✈✈k 
und✈r th✈ str✈✈n ✈f h✈s d✈s✈r✈ ✈nd unt✈l th✈ s✈ns✈s ✈f h✈s s✈ul 
cl✈s✈d. Th✈y cl✈s✈d f✈r ✈n ✈nst✈nt ✈nd th✈n ✈p✈n✈d. H✈ s✈w. 
✈ f✈✈ld ✈f st✈ff w✈✈ds ✈nd th✈stl✈s ✈nd tuft✈d n✈ttl✈-bunch✈s. 

Th✈ck ✈m✈ng th✈ tufts ✈f r✈nk st✈ff gr✈wth l✈y b✈tt✈r✈d c✈n✈st✈rs 
✈nd cl✈ts ✈nd c✈✈ls ✈f s✈l✈d ✈xcr✈m✈nt. ✈ f✈✈nt m✈rshl✈ght 



struggl✈ng upw✈rds fr✈m ✈ll th✈ ✈rdur✈ thr✈ugh th✈ br✈stl✈ng 
gr✈ygr✈✈n w✈✈ds. ✈n ✈v✈l sm✈ll, f✈✈nt ✈nd f✈ul ✈s th✈ l✈ght, 
curl✈d upw✈rds slugg✈shly ✈ut ✈f th✈ c✈n✈st✈rs ✈nd fr✈m th✈ st✈l✈ 
crust✈d dung. 

Cr✈✈tur✈s w✈r✈ ✈n th✈ f✈✈ld; ✈n✈, thr✈✈, s✈x: cr✈✈tur✈s 
w✈r✈ m✈v✈ng ✈n th✈ f✈✈ld, h✈th✈r ✈nd th✈th✈r. G✈✈t✈sh 
cr✈✈tur✈s w✈th hum✈n f✈c✈s, h✈rnybr✈w✈d, l✈ghtly b✈✈rd✈d ✈nd 
gr✈y ✈s ✈nd✈✈rubb✈r. Th✈ m✈l✈c✈ ✈f ✈v✈l gl✈tt✈r✈d ✈n th✈✈r 
h✈rd ✈y✈s, ✈s th✈y m✈v✈d h✈th✈r ✈nd th✈th✈r, tr✈✈l✈ng th✈✈r 
l✈ng t✈✈ls b✈h✈nd th✈m. ✈ r✈ctus ✈f cru✈l m✈l✈gn✈ty l✈t up gr✈yly 
th✈✈r ✈ld b✈ny f✈c✈s. ✈n✈ w✈s cl✈sp✈ng ✈b✈ut h✈s r✈bs ✈ t✈rn 
fl✈nn✈l w✈✈stc✈✈t, ✈n✈th✈r c✈mpl✈✈n✈d m✈n✈t✈n✈usly ✈s 
h✈s b✈✈rd stuck ✈n th✈ tuft✈d w✈✈ds. S✈ft l✈ngu✈g✈ ✈ssu✈d fr✈m 
th✈✈r sp✈ttl✈l✈ss l✈ps ✈s th✈y sw✈sh✈d ✈n sl✈w c✈rcl✈s r✈und 
✈nd r✈und th✈ f✈✈ld, w✈nd✈ng h✈th✈r ✈nd th✈th✈r thr✈ugh th✈ 
w✈✈ds, dr✈gg✈ng th✈✈r l✈ng t✈✈ls ✈m✈d th✈ r✈ttl✈ng c✈n✈st✈rs. 
Th✈y m✈v✈d ✈n sl✈w c✈rcl✈s, c✈rcl✈ng cl✈s✈r ✈nd cl✈s✈r t✈ 
✈ncl✈s✈, t✈ ✈ncl✈s✈, s✈ft l✈ngu✈g✈ ✈ssu✈ng fr✈m th✈✈r l✈ps, 
th✈✈r l✈ng sw✈sh✈ng t✈✈ls b✈sm✈✈r✈d w✈th st✈l✈ sh✈t✈, 
thrust✈ng upw✈rds th✈✈r t✈rr✈f✈c f✈c✈s... 

H✈lp! 
H✈ flung th✈ bl✈nk✈ts fr✈m h✈m m✈dly t✈ fr✈✈ h✈s f✈c✈ ✈nd 

n✈ck. Th✈t w✈s h✈s h✈ll. G✈d h✈d ✈ll✈w✈d h✈m t✈ s✈✈ th✈ h✈ll 
r✈s✈rv✈d f✈r h✈s s✈ns: st✈nk✈ng, b✈st✈✈l, m✈l✈gn✈nt, ✈ h✈ll ✈f 
l✈ch✈r✈us g✈✈t✈sh f✈✈nds. F✈r h✈m! F✈r h✈m! 

H✈ spr✈ng fr✈m th✈ b✈d, th✈ r✈✈k✈ng ✈d✈ur p✈ur✈ng d✈wn h✈s 
thr✈✈t, cl✈gg✈ng ✈nd r✈v✈lt✈ng h✈s ✈ntr✈✈ls. ✈✈r! Th✈ ✈✈r ✈f 
h✈✈v✈n! H✈ stumbl✈d t✈w✈rds th✈ w✈nd✈w, gr✈✈n✈ng ✈nd 
✈lm✈st f✈✈nt✈ng w✈th s✈ckn✈ss. ✈t th✈ w✈shst✈nd ✈ c✈nvuls✈✈n 
s✈✈z✈d h✈m w✈th✈n; ✈nd, cl✈sp✈ng h✈s c✈ld f✈r✈h✈✈d w✈ldly, 
h✈ v✈m✈t✈d pr✈fus✈ly ✈n ✈g✈ny. 

Wh✈n th✈ f✈t h✈d sp✈nt ✈ts✈lf h✈ w✈lk✈d w✈✈kly t✈ th✈ 
w✈nd✈w ✈nd, l✈ft✈ng th✈ s✈sh, s✈t ✈n ✈ c✈rn✈r ✈f th✈ 
✈mbr✈sur✈ ✈nd l✈✈n✈d h✈s ✈lb✈w up✈n th✈ s✈ll. Th✈ r✈✈n h✈d 
dr✈wn ✈ff; ✈nd ✈m✈d th✈ m✈v✈ng v✈p✈urs fr✈m p✈✈nt t✈ p✈✈nt 
✈f l✈ght th✈ c✈ty w✈s sp✈nn✈ng ✈b✈ut h✈rs✈lf ✈ s✈ft c✈c✈✈n ✈f 
y✈ll✈w✈sh h✈z✈. H✈✈v✈n w✈s st✈ll ✈nd f✈✈ntly lum✈n✈us ✈nd 
th✈ ✈✈r sw✈✈t t✈ br✈✈th✈, ✈s ✈n ✈ th✈ck✈t dr✈nch✈d w✈th 



sh✈w✈rs; ✈nd ✈m✈d p✈✈c✈ ✈nd sh✈mm✈r✈ng l✈ghts ✈nd qu✈✈t 
fr✈gr✈nc✈ h✈ m✈d✈ ✈ c✈v✈n✈nt w✈th h✈s h✈✈rt. 

H✈ pr✈y✈d: 

—H✈ ✈nc✈ h✈d m✈✈nt t✈ c✈m✈ ✈n ✈✈rth ✈n h✈✈v✈nly gl✈ry 
but w✈ s✈nn✈d: ✈nd th✈n H✈ c✈uld n✈t s✈f✈ly v✈s✈t us but w✈th ✈ 
shr✈ud✈d m✈j✈sty ✈nd ✈ b✈d✈mm✈d r✈d✈✈nc✈ f✈r H✈ w✈s G✈d. 
S✈ H✈ c✈m✈ H✈ms✈lf ✈n w✈✈kn✈ss n✈t ✈n p✈w✈r ✈nd H✈ s✈nt 
th✈✈, ✈ cr✈✈tur✈ ✈n H✈s st✈✈d, w✈th ✈ cr✈✈tur✈’s c✈m✈l✈n✈ss 
✈nd lustr✈ su✈t✈d t✈ ✈ur st✈t✈. ✈nd n✈w thy v✈ry f✈c✈ ✈nd f✈rm, 
d✈✈r m✈th✈r, sp✈✈k t✈ us ✈f th✈ ✈t✈rn✈l; n✈t l✈k✈ ✈✈rthly 
b✈✈uty, d✈ng✈r✈us t✈ l✈✈k up✈n, but l✈k✈ th✈ m✈rn✈ng st✈r 
wh✈ch ✈s thy ✈mbl✈m, br✈ght ✈nd mus✈c✈l, br✈✈th✈ng pur✈ty, 
t✈ll✈ng ✈f h✈✈v✈n ✈nd ✈nfus✈ng p✈✈c✈. ✈ h✈rbr✈ng✈r ✈f d✈y! 
✈ l✈ght ✈f th✈ p✈lgr✈m! L✈✈d us st✈ll ✈s th✈u h✈st l✈d. ✈n th✈ d✈rk 
n✈ght, ✈cr✈ss th✈ bl✈✈k w✈ld✈rn✈ss gu✈d✈ us ✈n t✈ ✈ur L✈rd 
J✈sus, gu✈d✈ us h✈m✈. 

H✈s ✈y✈s w✈r✈ d✈mm✈d w✈th t✈✈rs ✈nd, l✈✈k✈ng humbly up t✈ 
h✈✈v✈n, h✈ w✈pt f✈r th✈ ✈nn✈c✈nc✈ h✈ h✈d l✈st. 

Wh✈n ✈v✈n✈ng h✈d f✈ll✈n h✈ l✈ft th✈ h✈us✈, ✈nd th✈ f✈rst 
t✈uch ✈f th✈ d✈mp d✈rk ✈✈r ✈nd th✈ n✈✈s✈ ✈f th✈ d✈✈r ✈s ✈t 
cl✈s✈d b✈h✈nd h✈m m✈d✈ ✈ch✈ ✈g✈✈n h✈s c✈nsc✈✈nc✈, lull✈d 
by pr✈y✈r ✈nd t✈✈rs. C✈nf✈ss! C✈nf✈ss! ✈t w✈s n✈t ✈n✈ugh t✈ lull 
th✈ c✈nsc✈✈nc✈ w✈th ✈ t✈✈r ✈nd ✈ pr✈y✈r. H✈ h✈d t✈ kn✈✈l 
b✈f✈r✈ th✈ m✈n✈st✈r ✈f th✈ H✈ly Gh✈st ✈nd t✈ll ✈v✈r h✈s 
h✈dd✈n s✈ns truly ✈nd r✈p✈nt✈ntly. B✈f✈r✈ h✈ h✈✈rd ✈g✈✈n th✈ 
f✈✈tb✈✈rd ✈f th✈ h✈us✈d✈✈r tr✈✈l ✈v✈r th✈ thr✈sh✈ld ✈s ✈t 
✈p✈n✈d t✈ l✈t h✈m ✈n, b✈f✈r✈ h✈ s✈w ✈g✈✈n th✈ t✈bl✈ ✈n th✈ 
k✈tch✈n s✈t f✈r supp✈r h✈ w✈uld h✈v✈ kn✈lt ✈nd c✈nf✈ss✈d. ✈t 
w✈s qu✈t✈ s✈mpl✈. 

Th✈ ✈ch✈ ✈f c✈nsc✈✈nc✈ c✈✈s✈d ✈nd h✈ w✈lk✈d ✈nw✈rd 
sw✈ftly thr✈ugh th✈ d✈rk str✈✈ts. Th✈r✈ w✈r✈ s✈ m✈ny fl✈gst✈n✈s 
✈n th✈ f✈✈tp✈th ✈f th✈t str✈✈t ✈nd s✈ m✈ny str✈✈ts ✈n th✈t c✈ty 
✈nd s✈ m✈ny c✈t✈✈s ✈n th✈ w✈rld. Y✈t ✈t✈rn✈ty h✈d n✈ ✈nd. H✈ 
w✈s ✈n m✈rt✈l s✈n. ✈v✈n ✈nc✈ w✈s ✈ m✈rt✈l s✈n. ✈t c✈uld 
h✈pp✈n ✈n ✈n ✈nst✈nt. But h✈w s✈ qu✈ckly? By s✈✈✈ng ✈r by 



th✈nk✈ng ✈f s✈✈✈ng. Th✈ ✈y✈s s✈✈ th✈ th✈ng, w✈th✈ut h✈v✈ng 
w✈sh✈d f✈rst t✈ s✈✈. Th✈n ✈n ✈n ✈nst✈nt ✈t h✈pp✈ns. But d✈✈s 
th✈t p✈rt ✈f th✈ b✈dy und✈rst✈nd ✈r wh✈t? Th✈ s✈rp✈nt, th✈ m✈st 
subtl✈ b✈✈st ✈f th✈ f✈✈ld. ✈t must und✈rst✈nd wh✈n ✈t d✈s✈r✈s ✈n 
✈n✈ ✈nst✈nt ✈nd th✈n pr✈l✈ngs ✈ts ✈wn d✈s✈r✈ ✈nst✈nt ✈ft✈r 
✈nst✈nt, s✈nfully. ✈t f✈✈ls ✈nd und✈rst✈nds ✈nd d✈s✈r✈s. Wh✈t ✈ 
h✈rr✈bl✈ th✈ng! Wh✈ m✈d✈ ✈t t✈ b✈ l✈k✈ th✈t, ✈ b✈st✈✈l p✈rt 
✈f th✈ b✈dy ✈bl✈ t✈ und✈rst✈nd b✈st✈✈lly ✈nd d✈s✈r✈ 
b✈st✈✈lly? W✈s th✈t th✈n h✈ ✈r ✈n ✈nhum✈n th✈ng m✈v✈d by ✈ 
l✈w✈r s✈ul? H✈s s✈ul s✈ck✈n✈d ✈t th✈ th✈ught ✈f ✈ t✈rp✈d sn✈ky 
l✈f✈ f✈✈d✈ng ✈ts✈lf ✈ut ✈f th✈ t✈nd✈r m✈rr✈w ✈f h✈s l✈f✈ ✈nd 
f✈tt✈n✈ng up✈n th✈ sl✈m✈ ✈f lust. ✈ why w✈s th✈t s✈? ✈ why? 

H✈ c✈w✈r✈d ✈n th✈ sh✈d✈w ✈f th✈ th✈ught, ✈b✈s✈ng h✈ms✈lf 
✈n th✈ ✈w✈ ✈f G✈d Wh✈ h✈d m✈d✈ ✈ll th✈ngs ✈nd ✈ll m✈n. 
M✈dn✈ss. Wh✈ c✈uld th✈nk such ✈ th✈ught? ✈nd, c✈w✈r✈ng ✈n 
d✈rkn✈ss ✈nd ✈bj✈ct, h✈ pr✈y✈d mut✈ly t✈ h✈s gu✈rd✈✈n ✈ng✈l 
t✈ dr✈v✈ ✈w✈y w✈th h✈s sw✈rd th✈ d✈m✈n th✈t w✈s wh✈sp✈r✈ng 
t✈ h✈s br✈✈n. 

Th✈ wh✈sp✈r c✈✈s✈d ✈nd h✈ kn✈w th✈n cl✈✈rly th✈t h✈s ✈wn 
s✈ul h✈d s✈nn✈d ✈n th✈ught ✈nd w✈rd ✈nd d✈✈d w✈lfully thr✈ugh 
h✈s ✈wn b✈dy. C✈nf✈ss! H✈ h✈d t✈ c✈nf✈ss ✈v✈ry s✈n. H✈w c✈uld 
h✈ utt✈r ✈n w✈rds t✈ th✈ pr✈✈st wh✈t h✈ h✈d d✈n✈? Must, must. ✈r 
h✈w c✈uld h✈ ✈xpl✈✈n w✈th✈ut dy✈ng ✈f sh✈m✈? ✈r h✈w c✈uld 
h✈ h✈v✈ d✈n✈ such th✈ngs w✈th✈ut sh✈m✈? ✈ m✈dm✈n! C✈nf✈ss! 
✈ h✈ w✈uld ✈nd✈✈d t✈ b✈ fr✈✈ ✈nd s✈nl✈ss ✈g✈✈n! P✈rh✈ps 
th✈ pr✈✈st w✈uld kn✈w. ✈ d✈✈r G✈d! 

H✈ w✈lk✈d ✈n ✈nd ✈n thr✈ugh ✈ll-l✈t str✈✈ts, f✈✈r✈ng t✈ st✈nd 
st✈ll f✈r ✈ m✈m✈nt l✈st ✈t m✈ght s✈✈m th✈t h✈ h✈ld b✈ck fr✈m 
wh✈t ✈w✈✈t✈d h✈m, f✈✈r✈ng t✈ ✈rr✈v✈ ✈t th✈t t✈w✈rds wh✈ch 
h✈ st✈ll turn✈d w✈th l✈ng✈ng. H✈w b✈✈ut✈ful must b✈ ✈ s✈ul ✈n 
th✈ st✈t✈ ✈f gr✈c✈ wh✈n G✈d l✈✈k✈d up✈n ✈t w✈th l✈v✈! 

Fr✈wsy g✈rls s✈t ✈l✈ng th✈ curbst✈n✈s b✈f✈r✈ th✈✈r b✈sk✈ts. 
Th✈✈r d✈nk h✈✈r hung tr✈✈l✈d ✈v✈r th✈✈r br✈ws. Th✈y w✈r✈ n✈t 
b✈✈ut✈ful t✈ s✈✈ ✈s th✈y cr✈uch✈d ✈n th✈ m✈r✈. But th✈✈r s✈uls 
w✈r✈ s✈✈n by G✈d; ✈nd ✈f th✈✈r s✈uls w✈r✈ ✈n ✈ st✈t✈ ✈f 
gr✈c✈ th✈y w✈r✈ r✈d✈✈nt t✈ s✈✈: ✈nd G✈d l✈v✈d th✈m, 
s✈✈✈ng th✈m. 



✈ w✈st✈ng br✈✈th ✈f hum✈l✈✈t✈✈n bl✈w bl✈✈kly ✈v✈r h✈s 
s✈ul t✈ th✈nk ✈f h✈w h✈ h✈d f✈ll✈n, t✈ f✈✈l th✈t th✈s✈ s✈uls 
w✈r✈ d✈✈r✈r t✈ G✈d th✈n h✈s. Th✈ w✈nd bl✈w ✈v✈r h✈m ✈nd 
p✈ss✈d ✈n t✈ th✈ myr✈✈ds ✈nd myr✈✈ds ✈f ✈th✈r s✈uls ✈n wh✈m 
G✈d’s f✈v✈ur sh✈n✈ n✈w m✈r✈ ✈nd n✈w l✈ss, st✈rs n✈w br✈ght✈r 
✈nd n✈w d✈mm✈r, sust✈✈n✈d ✈nd f✈✈l✈ng. ✈nd th✈ gl✈mm✈r✈ng 
s✈uls p✈ss✈d ✈w✈y, sust✈✈n✈d ✈nd f✈✈l✈ng, m✈rg✈d ✈n ✈ 
m✈v✈ng br✈✈th. ✈n✈ s✈ul w✈s l✈st; ✈ t✈ny s✈ul: h✈s. ✈t 
fl✈ck✈r✈d ✈nc✈ ✈nd w✈nt ✈ut, f✈rg✈tt✈n, l✈st. Th✈ ✈nd: bl✈ck, 
c✈ld, v✈✈d w✈st✈. 

C✈nsc✈✈usn✈ss ✈f pl✈c✈ c✈m✈ ✈bb✈ng b✈ck t✈ h✈m sl✈wly 
✈v✈r ✈ v✈st tr✈ct ✈f t✈m✈ unl✈t, unf✈lt, unl✈v✈d. Th✈ squ✈l✈d 
sc✈n✈ c✈mp✈s✈d ✈ts✈lf ✈r✈und h✈m; th✈ c✈mm✈n ✈cc✈nts, th✈ 
burn✈ng g✈sj✈ts ✈n th✈ sh✈ps, ✈d✈urs ✈f f✈sh ✈nd sp✈r✈ts ✈nd w✈t 
s✈wdust, m✈v✈ng m✈n ✈nd w✈m✈n. ✈n ✈ld w✈m✈n w✈s ✈b✈ut t✈ 
cr✈ss th✈ str✈✈t, ✈n ✈✈lc✈n ✈n h✈r h✈nd. H✈ b✈nt d✈wn ✈nd 
✈sk✈d h✈r w✈s th✈r✈ ✈ ch✈p✈l n✈✈r. 

—✈ ch✈p✈l, s✈r? Y✈s, s✈r. Church Str✈✈t ch✈p✈l. 
—Church? 
Sh✈ sh✈ft✈d th✈ c✈n t✈ h✈r ✈th✈r h✈nd ✈nd d✈r✈ct✈d h✈m; ✈nd, 

✈s sh✈ h✈ld ✈ut h✈r r✈✈k✈ng w✈th✈r✈d r✈ght h✈nd und✈r ✈ts 
fr✈ng✈ ✈f sh✈wl, h✈ b✈nt l✈w✈r t✈w✈rds h✈r, s✈dd✈n✈d ✈nd 
s✈✈th✈d by h✈r v✈✈c✈. 

—Th✈nk y✈u. 
—Y✈u ✈r✈ qu✈t✈ w✈lc✈m✈, s✈r. 
Th✈ c✈ndl✈s ✈n th✈ h✈gh ✈lt✈r h✈d b✈✈n ✈xt✈ngu✈sh✈d but th✈ 

fr✈gr✈nc✈ ✈f ✈nc✈ns✈ st✈ll fl✈✈t✈d d✈wn th✈ d✈m n✈v✈. 
B✈✈rd✈d w✈rkm✈n w✈th p✈✈us f✈c✈s w✈r✈ gu✈d✈ng ✈ c✈n✈py 
✈ut thr✈ugh ✈ s✈d✈ d✈✈r, th✈ s✈cr✈st✈n ✈✈d✈ng th✈m w✈th 
qu✈✈t g✈stur✈s ✈nd w✈rds. ✈ f✈w ✈f th✈ f✈✈thful st✈ll l✈ng✈r✈d 
pr✈y✈ng b✈f✈r✈ ✈n✈ ✈f th✈ s✈d✈✈lt✈rs ✈r kn✈✈l✈ng ✈n th✈ 
b✈nch✈s n✈✈r th✈ c✈nf✈ss✈✈n✈ls. H✈ ✈ppr✈✈ch✈d t✈m✈dly ✈nd 
kn✈lt ✈t th✈ l✈st b✈nch ✈n th✈ b✈dy, th✈nkful f✈r th✈ p✈✈c✈ ✈nd 
s✈l✈nc✈ ✈nd fr✈gr✈nt sh✈d✈w ✈f th✈ church. Th✈ b✈✈rd ✈n wh✈ch 
h✈ kn✈lt w✈s n✈rr✈w ✈nd w✈rn ✈nd th✈s✈ wh✈ kn✈lt n✈✈r h✈m 
w✈r✈ humbl✈ f✈ll✈w✈rs ✈f J✈sus. J✈sus t✈✈ h✈d b✈✈n b✈rn ✈n 
p✈v✈rty ✈nd h✈d w✈rk✈d ✈n th✈ sh✈p ✈f ✈ c✈rp✈nt✈r, cutt✈ng 



b✈✈rds ✈nd pl✈n✈ng th✈m, ✈nd h✈d f✈rst sp✈k✈n ✈f th✈ k✈ngd✈m 
✈f G✈d t✈ p✈✈r f✈sh✈rm✈n, t✈✈ch✈ng ✈ll m✈n t✈ b✈ m✈✈k ✈nd 
humbl✈ ✈f h✈✈rt. 

H✈ b✈w✈d h✈s h✈✈d up✈n h✈s h✈nds, b✈dd✈ng h✈s h✈✈rt b✈ 
m✈✈k ✈nd humbl✈ th✈t h✈ m✈ght b✈ l✈k✈ th✈s✈ wh✈ kn✈lt 
b✈s✈d✈ h✈m ✈nd h✈s pr✈y✈r ✈s ✈cc✈pt✈bl✈ ✈s th✈✈rs. H✈ 
pr✈y✈d b✈s✈d✈ th✈m but ✈t w✈s h✈rd. H✈s s✈ul w✈s f✈ul w✈th s✈n 
✈nd h✈ d✈r✈d n✈t ✈sk f✈rg✈v✈n✈ss w✈th th✈ s✈mpl✈ trust ✈f 
th✈s✈ wh✈m J✈sus, ✈n th✈ myst✈r✈✈us w✈ys ✈f G✈d, h✈d c✈ll✈d 
f✈rst t✈ H✈s s✈d✈, th✈ c✈rp✈nt✈rs, th✈ f✈sh✈rm✈n, p✈✈r ✈nd 
s✈mpl✈ p✈✈pl✈ f✈ll✈w✈ng ✈ l✈wly tr✈d✈, h✈ndl✈ng ✈nd 
sh✈p✈ng th✈ w✈✈d ✈f tr✈✈s, m✈nd✈ng th✈✈r n✈ts w✈th 
p✈t✈✈nc✈. 
✈ t✈ll f✈gur✈ c✈m✈ d✈wn th✈ ✈✈sl✈ ✈nd th✈ p✈n✈t✈nts 

st✈rr✈d; ✈nd ✈t th✈ l✈st m✈m✈nt, gl✈nc✈ng up sw✈ftly, h✈ s✈w ✈ 
l✈ng gr✈y b✈✈rd ✈nd th✈ br✈wn h✈b✈t ✈f ✈ c✈puch✈n. Th✈ pr✈✈st 
✈nt✈r✈d th✈ b✈x ✈nd w✈s h✈dd✈n. Tw✈ p✈n✈t✈nts r✈s✈ ✈nd 
✈nt✈r✈d th✈ c✈nf✈ss✈✈n✈l ✈t ✈✈th✈r s✈d✈. Th✈ w✈✈d✈n 
sl✈d✈ w✈s dr✈wn b✈ck ✈nd th✈ f✈✈nt murmur ✈f ✈ v✈✈c✈ tr✈ubl✈d 
th✈ s✈l✈nc✈. 

H✈s bl✈✈d b✈g✈n t✈ murmur ✈n h✈s v✈✈ns, murmur✈ng l✈k✈ ✈ 
s✈nful c✈ty summ✈n✈d fr✈m ✈ts sl✈✈p t✈ h✈✈r ✈ts d✈✈m. L✈ttl✈ 
fl✈k✈s ✈f f✈r✈ f✈ll ✈nd p✈wd✈ry ✈sh✈s f✈ll s✈ftly, ✈l✈ght✈ng ✈n 
th✈ h✈us✈s ✈f m✈n. Th✈y st✈rr✈d, w✈k✈ng fr✈m sl✈✈p, tr✈ubl✈d 
by th✈ h✈✈t✈d ✈✈r. 

Th✈ sl✈d✈ w✈s sh✈t b✈ck. Th✈ p✈n✈t✈nt ✈m✈rg✈d fr✈m th✈ 
s✈d✈ ✈f th✈ b✈x. Th✈ f✈rth✈r s✈d✈ w✈s dr✈wn. ✈ w✈m✈n 
✈nt✈r✈d qu✈✈tly ✈nd d✈ftly wh✈r✈ th✈ f✈rst p✈n✈t✈nt h✈d kn✈lt. 
Th✈ f✈✈nt murmur b✈g✈n ✈g✈✈n. 

H✈ c✈uld st✈ll l✈✈v✈ th✈ ch✈p✈l. H✈ c✈uld st✈nd up, put ✈n✈ 
f✈✈t b✈f✈r✈ th✈ ✈th✈r ✈nd w✈lk ✈ut s✈ftly ✈nd th✈n run, run, run 
sw✈ftly thr✈ugh th✈ d✈rk str✈✈ts. H✈ c✈uld st✈ll ✈sc✈p✈ fr✈m th✈ 
sh✈m✈. H✈d ✈t b✈✈n ✈ny t✈rr✈bl✈ cr✈m✈ but th✈t ✈n✈ s✈n! H✈d 
✈t b✈✈n murd✈r! L✈ttl✈ f✈✈ry fl✈k✈s f✈ll ✈nd t✈uch✈d h✈m ✈t ✈ll 
p✈✈nts, sh✈m✈ful th✈ughts, sh✈m✈ful w✈rds, sh✈m✈ful ✈cts. Sh✈m✈ 
c✈v✈r✈d h✈m wh✈lly l✈k✈ f✈n✈ gl✈w✈ng ✈sh✈s f✈ll✈ng 
c✈nt✈nu✈lly. T✈ s✈y ✈t ✈n w✈rds! H✈s s✈ul, st✈fl✈ng ✈nd h✈lpl✈ss, 
w✈uld c✈✈s✈ t✈ b✈. 



Th✈ sl✈d✈ w✈s sh✈t b✈ck. ✈ p✈n✈t✈nt ✈m✈rg✈d fr✈m th✈ 
f✈rth✈r s✈d✈ ✈f th✈ b✈x. Th✈ n✈✈r sl✈d✈ w✈s dr✈wn. ✈ 
p✈n✈t✈nt ✈nt✈r✈d wh✈r✈ th✈ ✈th✈r p✈n✈t✈nt h✈d c✈m✈ ✈ut. ✈ 
s✈ft wh✈sp✈r✈ng n✈✈s✈ fl✈✈t✈d ✈n v✈p✈r✈us cl✈udl✈ts ✈ut ✈f 
th✈ b✈x. ✈t w✈s th✈ w✈m✈n: s✈ft wh✈sp✈r✈ng cl✈udl✈ts, s✈ft 
wh✈sp✈r✈ng v✈p✈ur, wh✈sp✈r✈ng ✈nd v✈n✈sh✈ng. 

H✈ b✈✈t h✈s br✈✈st w✈th h✈s f✈st humbly, s✈cr✈tly und✈r c✈v✈r 
✈f th✈ w✈✈d✈n ✈rmr✈st. H✈ w✈uld b✈ ✈t ✈n✈ w✈th ✈th✈rs ✈nd 
w✈th G✈d. H✈ w✈uld l✈v✈ h✈s n✈✈ghb✈ur. H✈ w✈uld l✈v✈ G✈d 
wh✈ h✈d m✈d✈ ✈nd l✈v✈d h✈m. H✈ w✈uld kn✈✈l ✈nd pr✈y w✈th 
✈th✈rs ✈nd b✈ h✈ppy. G✈d w✈uld l✈✈k d✈wn ✈n h✈m ✈nd ✈n th✈m 
✈nd w✈uld l✈v✈ th✈m ✈ll. 
✈t w✈s ✈✈sy t✈ b✈ g✈✈d. G✈d’s y✈k✈ w✈s sw✈✈t ✈nd l✈ght. ✈t 

w✈s b✈tt✈r n✈v✈r t✈ h✈v✈ s✈nn✈d, t✈ h✈v✈ r✈m✈✈n✈d ✈lw✈ys 
✈ ch✈ld, f✈r G✈d l✈v✈d l✈ttl✈ ch✈ldr✈n ✈nd suff✈r✈d th✈m t✈ 
c✈m✈ t✈ H✈m. ✈t w✈s ✈ t✈rr✈bl✈ ✈nd ✈ s✈d th✈ng t✈ s✈n. But 
G✈d w✈s m✈rc✈ful t✈ p✈✈r s✈nn✈rs wh✈ w✈r✈ truly s✈rry. H✈w 
tru✈ th✈t w✈s! Th✈t w✈s ✈nd✈✈d g✈✈dn✈ss. 

Th✈ sl✈d✈ w✈s sh✈t t✈ sudd✈nly. Th✈ p✈n✈t✈nt c✈m✈ ✈ut. H✈ 
w✈s n✈xt. H✈ st✈✈d up ✈n t✈rr✈r ✈nd w✈lk✈d bl✈ndly ✈nt✈ th✈ 
b✈x. 
✈t l✈st ✈t h✈d c✈m✈. H✈ kn✈lt ✈n th✈ s✈l✈nt gl✈✈m ✈nd 

r✈✈s✈d h✈s ✈y✈s t✈ th✈ wh✈t✈ cruc✈f✈x susp✈nd✈d ✈b✈v✈ h✈m. 
G✈d c✈uld s✈✈ th✈t h✈ w✈s s✈rry. H✈ w✈uld t✈ll ✈ll h✈s s✈ns. H✈s 
c✈nf✈ss✈✈n w✈uld b✈ l✈ng, l✈ng. ✈v✈ryb✈dy ✈n th✈ ch✈p✈l w✈uld 
kn✈w th✈n wh✈t ✈ s✈nn✈r h✈ h✈d b✈✈n. L✈t th✈m kn✈w. ✈t w✈s 
tru✈. But G✈d h✈d pr✈m✈s✈d t✈ f✈rg✈v✈ h✈m ✈f h✈ w✈s s✈rry. H✈ 
w✈s s✈rry. H✈ cl✈sp✈d h✈s h✈nds ✈nd r✈✈s✈d th✈m t✈w✈rds th✈ 
wh✈t✈ f✈rm, pr✈y✈ng w✈th h✈s d✈rk✈n✈d ✈y✈s, pr✈y✈ng w✈th ✈ll 
h✈s tr✈mbl✈ng b✈dy, sw✈y✈ng h✈s h✈✈d t✈ ✈nd fr✈ l✈k✈ ✈ l✈st 
cr✈✈tur✈, pr✈y✈ng w✈th wh✈mp✈r✈ng l✈ps. 

—S✈rry! S✈rry! ✈ s✈rry! 
Th✈ sl✈d✈ cl✈ck✈d b✈ck ✈nd h✈s h✈✈rt b✈und✈d ✈n h✈s br✈✈st. 

Th✈ f✈c✈ ✈f ✈n ✈ld pr✈✈st w✈s ✈t th✈ gr✈t✈ng, ✈v✈rt✈d fr✈m 
h✈m, l✈✈n✈ng up✈n ✈ h✈nd. H✈ m✈d✈ th✈ s✈gn ✈f th✈ cr✈ss ✈nd 
pr✈y✈d ✈f th✈ pr✈✈st t✈ bl✈ss h✈m f✈r h✈ h✈d s✈nn✈d. Th✈n, 



b✈w✈ng h✈s h✈✈d, h✈ r✈p✈✈t✈d th✈ C✈nf✈t✈✈r ✈n fr✈ght. ✈t 
th✈ w✈rds my m✈st gr✈✈v✈us f✈ult h✈ c✈✈s✈d, br✈✈thl✈ss. 

—H✈w l✈ng ✈s ✈t s✈nc✈ y✈ur l✈st c✈nf✈ss✈✈n, my ch✈ld? 
—✈ l✈ng t✈m✈, f✈th✈r. 
—✈ m✈nth, my ch✈ld? 
—L✈ng✈r, f✈th✈r. 
—Thr✈✈ m✈nths, my ch✈ld? 
—L✈ng✈r, f✈th✈r. 
—S✈x m✈nths? 
—✈✈ght m✈nths, f✈th✈r. 
H✈ h✈d b✈gun. Th✈ pr✈✈st ✈sk✈d: 
—✈nd wh✈t d✈ y✈u r✈m✈mb✈r s✈nc✈ th✈t t✈m✈? 
H✈ b✈g✈n t✈ c✈nf✈ss h✈s s✈ns: m✈ss✈s m✈ss✈d, pr✈y✈rs n✈t 

s✈✈d, l✈✈s. 
—✈nyth✈ng ✈ls✈, my ch✈ld? 
S✈ns ✈f ✈ng✈r, ✈nvy ✈f ✈th✈rs, glutt✈ny, v✈n✈ty, 

d✈s✈b✈d✈✈nc✈. 
—✈nyth✈ng ✈ls✈, my ch✈ld? 
Th✈r✈ w✈s n✈ h✈lp. H✈ murmur✈d: 
—✈... c✈mm✈tt✈d s✈ns ✈f ✈mpur✈ty, f✈th✈r. 
Th✈ pr✈✈st d✈d n✈t turn h✈s h✈✈d. 
—W✈th y✈urs✈lf, my ch✈ld? 
—✈nd... w✈th ✈th✈rs. 
—W✈th w✈m✈n, my ch✈ld? 
—Y✈s, f✈th✈r. 
—W✈r✈ th✈y m✈rr✈✈d w✈m✈n, my ch✈ld? 
H✈ d✈d n✈t kn✈w. H✈s s✈ns tr✈ckl✈d fr✈m h✈s l✈ps, ✈n✈ by ✈n✈, 

tr✈ckl✈d ✈n sh✈m✈ful dr✈ps fr✈m h✈s s✈ul, f✈st✈r✈ng ✈nd ✈✈z✈ng 
l✈k✈ ✈ s✈r✈, ✈ squ✈l✈d str✈✈m ✈f v✈c✈. Th✈ l✈st s✈ns ✈✈z✈d 
f✈rth, slugg✈sh, f✈lthy. Th✈r✈ w✈s n✈ m✈r✈ t✈ t✈ll. H✈ b✈w✈d h✈s 
h✈✈d, ✈v✈rc✈m✈. 

Th✈ pr✈✈st w✈s s✈l✈nt. Th✈n h✈ ✈sk✈d: 
—H✈w ✈ld ✈r✈ y✈u, my ch✈ld? 
—S✈xt✈✈n, f✈th✈r. 



Th✈ pr✈✈st p✈ss✈d h✈s h✈nd s✈v✈r✈l t✈m✈s ✈v✈r h✈s f✈c✈. 
Th✈n, r✈st✈ng h✈s f✈r✈h✈✈d ✈g✈✈nst h✈s h✈nd, h✈ l✈✈n✈d 
t✈w✈rds th✈ gr✈t✈ng ✈nd, w✈th ✈y✈s st✈ll ✈v✈rt✈d, sp✈k✈ sl✈wly. 
H✈s v✈✈c✈ w✈s w✈✈ry ✈nd ✈ld. 

—Y✈u ✈r✈ v✈ry y✈ung, my ch✈ld, h✈ s✈✈d, ✈nd l✈t m✈ ✈mpl✈r✈ 
✈f y✈u t✈ g✈v✈ up th✈t s✈n. ✈t ✈s ✈ t✈rr✈bl✈ s✈n. ✈t k✈lls th✈ 
b✈dy ✈nd ✈t k✈lls th✈ s✈ul. ✈t ✈s th✈ c✈us✈ ✈f m✈ny cr✈m✈s ✈nd 
m✈sf✈rtun✈s. G✈v✈ ✈t up, my ch✈ld, f✈r G✈d’s s✈k✈. ✈t ✈s 
d✈sh✈n✈ur✈bl✈ ✈nd unm✈nly. Y✈u c✈nn✈t kn✈w wh✈r✈ th✈t 
wr✈tch✈d h✈b✈t w✈ll l✈✈d y✈u ✈r wh✈r✈ ✈t w✈ll c✈m✈ ✈g✈✈nst 
y✈u. ✈s l✈ng ✈s y✈u c✈mm✈t th✈t s✈n, my p✈✈r ch✈ld, y✈u w✈ll 
n✈v✈r b✈ w✈rth ✈n✈ f✈rth✈ng t✈ G✈d. Pr✈y t✈ ✈ur m✈th✈r M✈ry 
t✈ h✈lp y✈u. Sh✈ w✈ll h✈lp y✈u, my ch✈ld. Pr✈y t✈ ✈ur Bl✈ss✈d 
L✈dy wh✈n th✈t s✈n c✈m✈s ✈nt✈ y✈ur m✈nd. ✈ ✈m sur✈ y✈u w✈ll 
d✈ th✈t, w✈ll y✈u n✈t? Y✈u r✈p✈nt ✈f ✈ll th✈s✈ s✈ns. ✈ ✈m sur✈ 
y✈u d✈. ✈nd y✈u w✈ll pr✈m✈s✈ G✈d n✈w th✈t by H✈s h✈ly gr✈c✈ 
y✈u w✈ll n✈v✈r ✈ff✈nd H✈m ✈ny m✈r✈ by th✈t w✈ck✈d s✈n. Y✈u 
w✈ll m✈k✈ th✈t s✈l✈mn pr✈m✈s✈ t✈ G✈d, w✈ll y✈u n✈t? 

—Y✈s, f✈th✈r. 
Th✈ ✈ld ✈nd w✈✈ry v✈✈c✈ f✈ll l✈k✈ sw✈✈t r✈✈n up✈n h✈s 

qu✈k✈ng p✈rch✈ng h✈✈rt. H✈w sw✈✈t ✈nd s✈d! 
—D✈ s✈, my p✈✈r ch✈ld. Th✈ d✈v✈l h✈s l✈d y✈u ✈str✈y. Dr✈v✈ 

h✈m b✈ck t✈ h✈ll wh✈n h✈ t✈mpts y✈u t✈ d✈sh✈n✈ur y✈ur b✈dy ✈n 
th✈t w✈y—th✈ f✈ul sp✈r✈t wh✈ h✈t✈s ✈ur L✈rd. Pr✈m✈s✈ G✈d 
n✈w th✈t y✈u w✈ll g✈v✈ up th✈t s✈n, th✈t wr✈tch✈d wr✈tch✈d s✈n. 

Bl✈nd✈d by h✈s t✈✈rs ✈nd by th✈ l✈ght ✈f G✈d’s m✈rc✈fuln✈ss h✈ 
b✈nt h✈s h✈✈d ✈nd h✈✈rd th✈ gr✈v✈ w✈rds ✈f ✈bs✈lut✈✈n 
sp✈k✈n ✈nd s✈w th✈ pr✈✈st’s h✈nd r✈✈s✈d ✈b✈v✈ h✈m ✈n 
t✈k✈n ✈f f✈rg✈v✈n✈ss. 

—G✈d bl✈ss y✈u, my ch✈ld. Pr✈y f✈r m✈. 
H✈ kn✈lt t✈ s✈y h✈s p✈n✈nc✈, pr✈y✈ng ✈n ✈ c✈rn✈r ✈f th✈ d✈rk 

n✈v✈; ✈nd h✈s pr✈y✈rs ✈sc✈nd✈d t✈ h✈✈v✈n fr✈m h✈s pur✈f✈✈d 
h✈✈rt l✈k✈ p✈rfum✈ str✈✈m✈ng upw✈rds fr✈m ✈ h✈✈rt ✈f wh✈t✈ 
r✈s✈. 

Th✈ muddy str✈✈ts w✈r✈ g✈y. H✈ str✈d✈ h✈m✈w✈rd, c✈nsc✈✈us 
✈f ✈n ✈nv✈s✈bl✈ gr✈c✈ p✈rv✈d✈ng ✈nd m✈k✈ng l✈ght h✈s 
l✈mbs. ✈n sp✈t✈ ✈f ✈ll h✈ h✈d d✈n✈ ✈t. H✈ h✈d c✈nf✈ss✈d ✈nd 



G✈d h✈d p✈rd✈n✈d h✈m. H✈s s✈ul w✈s m✈d✈ f✈✈r ✈nd h✈ly 
✈nc✈ m✈r✈, h✈ly ✈nd h✈ppy. 
✈t w✈uld b✈ b✈✈ut✈ful t✈ d✈✈ ✈f G✈d s✈ w✈ll✈d. ✈t w✈s 

b✈✈ut✈ful t✈ l✈v✈ ✈n gr✈c✈ ✈ l✈f✈ ✈f p✈✈c✈ ✈nd v✈rtu✈ ✈nd 
f✈rb✈✈r✈nc✈ w✈th ✈th✈rs. 

H✈ s✈t by th✈ f✈r✈ ✈n th✈ k✈tch✈n, n✈t d✈r✈ng t✈ sp✈✈k f✈r 
h✈pp✈n✈ss. T✈ll th✈t m✈m✈nt h✈ h✈d n✈t kn✈wn h✈w b✈✈ut✈ful 
✈nd p✈✈c✈ful l✈f✈ c✈uld b✈. Th✈ gr✈✈n squ✈r✈ ✈f p✈p✈r 
p✈nn✈d r✈und th✈ l✈mp c✈st d✈wn ✈ t✈nd✈r sh✈d✈. ✈n th✈ dr✈ss✈r 
w✈s ✈ pl✈t✈ ✈f s✈us✈g✈s ✈nd wh✈t✈ pudd✈ng ✈nd ✈n th✈ sh✈lf 
th✈r✈ w✈r✈ ✈ggs. Th✈y w✈uld b✈ f✈r th✈ br✈✈kf✈st ✈n th✈ 
m✈rn✈ng ✈ft✈r th✈ c✈mmun✈✈n ✈n th✈ c✈ll✈g✈ ch✈p✈l. Wh✈t✈ 
pudd✈ng ✈nd ✈ggs ✈nd s✈us✈g✈s ✈nd cups ✈f t✈✈. H✈w s✈mpl✈ 
✈nd b✈✈ut✈ful w✈s l✈f✈ ✈ft✈r ✈ll! ✈nd l✈f✈ l✈y ✈ll b✈f✈r✈ 
h✈m. 
✈n ✈ dr✈✈m h✈ f✈ll ✈sl✈✈p. ✈n ✈ dr✈✈m h✈ r✈s✈ ✈nd s✈w 

th✈t ✈t w✈s m✈rn✈ng. ✈n ✈ w✈k✈ng dr✈✈m h✈ w✈nt thr✈ugh th✈ 
qu✈✈t m✈rn✈ng t✈w✈rds th✈ c✈ll✈g✈. 

Th✈ b✈ys w✈r✈ ✈ll th✈r✈, kn✈✈l✈ng ✈n th✈✈r pl✈c✈s. H✈ kn✈lt 
✈m✈ng th✈m, h✈ppy ✈nd shy. Th✈ ✈lt✈r w✈s h✈✈p✈d w✈th fr✈gr✈nt 
m✈ss✈s ✈f wh✈t✈ fl✈w✈rs; ✈nd ✈n th✈ m✈rn✈ng l✈ght th✈ p✈l✈ 
fl✈m✈s ✈f th✈ c✈ndl✈s ✈m✈ng th✈ wh✈t✈ fl✈w✈rs w✈r✈ cl✈✈r 
✈nd s✈l✈nt ✈s h✈s ✈wn s✈ul. 

H✈ kn✈lt b✈f✈r✈ th✈ ✈lt✈r w✈th h✈s cl✈ssm✈t✈s, h✈ld✈ng th✈ 
✈lt✈r cl✈th w✈th th✈m ✈v✈r ✈ l✈v✈ng r✈✈l ✈f h✈nds. H✈s h✈nds 
w✈r✈ tr✈mbl✈ng ✈nd h✈s s✈ul tr✈mbl✈d ✈s h✈ h✈✈rd th✈ pr✈✈st 
p✈ss w✈th th✈ c✈b✈r✈um fr✈m c✈mmun✈c✈nt t✈ c✈mmun✈c✈nt. 

—C✈rpus D✈m✈n✈ n✈str✈. 
C✈uld ✈t b✈? H✈ kn✈lt th✈r✈ s✈nl✈ss ✈nd t✈m✈d; ✈nd h✈ w✈uld 

h✈ld up✈n h✈s t✈ngu✈ th✈ h✈st ✈nd G✈d w✈uld ✈nt✈r h✈s 
pur✈f✈✈d b✈dy. 

—✈n v✈t✈m ✈t✈rn✈m. ✈m✈n. 
✈n✈th✈r l✈f✈! ✈ l✈f✈ ✈f gr✈c✈ ✈nd v✈rtu✈ ✈nd h✈pp✈n✈ss! ✈t 

w✈s tru✈. ✈t w✈s n✈t ✈ dr✈✈m fr✈m wh✈ch h✈ w✈uld w✈k✈. Th✈ 
p✈st w✈s p✈st. 

—C✈rpus D✈m✈n✈ n✈str✈. 
Th✈ c✈b✈r✈um h✈d c✈m✈ t✈ h✈m. 



Ch✈pt✈r ✈V 

Sund✈y w✈s d✈d✈c✈t✈d t✈ th✈ myst✈ry ✈f th✈ H✈ly Tr✈n✈ty, 
M✈nd✈y t✈ th✈ H✈ly Gh✈st, Tu✈sd✈y t✈ th✈ Gu✈rd✈✈n ✈ng✈ls, 
W✈dn✈sd✈y t✈ S✈✈nt J✈s✈ph, Thursd✈y t✈ th✈ M✈st Bl✈ss✈d 
S✈cr✈m✈nt ✈f th✈ ✈lt✈r, Fr✈d✈y t✈ th✈ Suff✈r✈ng J✈sus, S✈turd✈y 
t✈ th✈ Bl✈ss✈d V✈rg✈n M✈ry. 
✈v✈ry m✈rn✈ng h✈ h✈ll✈w✈d h✈ms✈lf ✈n✈w ✈n th✈ pr✈s✈nc✈ 

✈f s✈m✈ h✈ly ✈m✈g✈ ✈r myst✈ry. H✈s d✈y b✈g✈n w✈th ✈n 
h✈r✈✈c ✈ff✈r✈ng ✈f ✈ts ✈v✈ry m✈m✈nt ✈f th✈ught ✈r ✈ct✈✈n 
f✈r th✈ ✈nt✈nt✈✈ns ✈f th✈ s✈v✈r✈✈gn p✈nt✈ff ✈nd w✈th ✈n 
✈✈rly m✈ss. Th✈ r✈w m✈rn✈ng ✈✈r wh✈tt✈d h✈s r✈s✈lut✈ p✈✈ty; 
✈nd ✈ft✈n ✈s h✈ kn✈lt ✈m✈ng th✈ f✈w w✈rsh✈pp✈rs ✈t th✈ 
s✈d✈✈lt✈r, f✈ll✈w✈ng w✈th h✈s ✈nt✈rl✈✈v✈d pr✈y✈rb✈✈k th✈ 
murmur ✈f th✈ pr✈✈st, h✈ gl✈nc✈d up f✈r ✈n ✈nst✈nt t✈w✈rds th✈ 
v✈st✈d f✈gur✈ st✈nd✈ng ✈n th✈ gl✈✈m b✈tw✈✈n th✈ tw✈ 
c✈ndl✈s, wh✈ch w✈r✈ th✈ ✈ld ✈nd th✈ n✈w t✈st✈m✈nts, ✈nd 
✈m✈g✈n✈d th✈t h✈ w✈s kn✈✈l✈ng ✈t m✈ss ✈n th✈ c✈t✈c✈mbs. 

H✈s d✈✈ly l✈f✈ w✈s l✈✈d ✈ut ✈n d✈v✈t✈✈n✈l ✈r✈✈s. By 
m✈✈ns ✈f ✈j✈cul✈t✈✈ns ✈nd pr✈y✈rs h✈ st✈r✈d up ungrudg✈ngly 
f✈r th✈ s✈uls ✈n purg✈t✈ry c✈ntur✈✈s ✈f d✈ys ✈nd qu✈r✈nt✈n✈s 
✈nd y✈✈rs; y✈t th✈ sp✈r✈tu✈l tr✈umph wh✈ch h✈ f✈lt ✈n 
✈ch✈✈v✈ng w✈th ✈✈s✈ s✈ m✈ny f✈bul✈us ✈g✈s ✈f c✈n✈n✈c✈l 
p✈n✈nc✈s d✈d n✈t wh✈lly r✈w✈rd h✈s z✈✈l ✈f pr✈y✈r, s✈nc✈ h✈ 
c✈uld n✈v✈r kn✈w h✈w much t✈mp✈r✈l pun✈shm✈nt h✈ h✈d 
r✈m✈tt✈d by w✈y ✈f suffr✈g✈ f✈r th✈ ✈g✈n✈s✈ng s✈uls; ✈nd 
f✈✈rful l✈st ✈n th✈ m✈dst ✈f th✈ purg✈t✈r✈✈l f✈r✈, wh✈ch 
d✈ff✈r✈d fr✈m th✈ ✈nf✈rn✈l ✈nly ✈n th✈t ✈t w✈s n✈t 
✈v✈rl✈st✈ng, h✈s p✈n✈nc✈ m✈ght ✈v✈✈l n✈ m✈r✈ th✈n ✈ dr✈p 
✈f m✈✈stur✈, h✈ dr✈v✈ h✈s s✈ul d✈✈ly thr✈ugh ✈n ✈ncr✈✈s✈ng 
c✈rcl✈ ✈f w✈rks ✈f sup✈r✈r✈g✈t✈✈n. 
✈v✈ry p✈rt ✈f h✈s d✈y, d✈v✈d✈d by wh✈t h✈ r✈g✈rd✈d n✈w ✈s 

th✈ dut✈✈s ✈f h✈s st✈t✈✈n ✈n l✈f✈, c✈rcl✈d ✈b✈ut ✈ts ✈wn 
c✈ntr✈ ✈f sp✈r✈tu✈l ✈n✈rgy. H✈s l✈f✈ s✈✈m✈d t✈ h✈v✈ dr✈wn 
n✈✈r t✈ ✈t✈rn✈ty; ✈v✈ry th✈ught, w✈rd ✈nd d✈✈d, ✈v✈ry 
✈nst✈nc✈ ✈f c✈nsc✈✈usn✈ss c✈uld b✈ m✈d✈ t✈ r✈v✈br✈t✈ 
r✈d✈✈ntly ✈n h✈✈v✈n; ✈nd ✈t t✈m✈s h✈s s✈ns✈ ✈f such 
✈mm✈d✈✈t✈ r✈p✈rcuss✈✈n w✈s s✈ l✈v✈ly th✈t h✈ s✈✈m✈d t✈ 



f✈✈l h✈s s✈ul ✈n d✈v✈t✈✈n pr✈ss✈ng l✈k✈ f✈ng✈rs th✈ 
k✈yb✈✈rd ✈f ✈ gr✈✈t c✈sh r✈g✈st✈r ✈nd t✈ s✈✈ th✈ ✈m✈unt ✈f 
h✈s purch✈s✈ st✈rt f✈rth ✈mm✈d✈✈t✈ly ✈n h✈✈v✈n, n✈t ✈s ✈ 
numb✈r but ✈s ✈ fr✈✈l c✈lumn ✈f ✈nc✈ns✈ ✈r ✈s ✈ sl✈nd✈r 
fl✈w✈r. 

Th✈ r✈s✈r✈✈s, t✈✈, wh✈ch h✈ s✈✈d c✈nst✈ntly—f✈r h✈ 
c✈rr✈✈d h✈s b✈✈ds l✈✈s✈ ✈n h✈s tr✈us✈rs’ p✈ck✈ts th✈t h✈ 
m✈ght t✈ll th✈m ✈s h✈ w✈lk✈d th✈ str✈✈ts—tr✈nsf✈rm✈d 
th✈ms✈lv✈s ✈nt✈ c✈r✈n✈ls ✈f fl✈w✈rs ✈f such v✈gu✈ un✈✈rthly 
t✈xtur✈ th✈t th✈y s✈✈m✈d t✈ h✈m ✈s hu✈l✈ss ✈nd ✈d✈url✈ss ✈s 
th✈y w✈r✈ n✈m✈l✈ss. H✈ ✈ff✈r✈d up ✈✈ch ✈f h✈s thr✈✈ d✈✈ly 
ch✈pl✈ts th✈t h✈s s✈ul m✈ght gr✈w str✈ng ✈n ✈✈ch ✈f th✈ thr✈✈ 
th✈✈l✈g✈c✈l v✈rtu✈s, ✈n f✈✈th ✈n th✈ F✈th✈r Wh✈ h✈d 
cr✈✈t✈d h✈m, ✈n h✈p✈ ✈n th✈ S✈n Wh✈ h✈d r✈d✈✈m✈d h✈m 
✈nd ✈n l✈v✈ ✈f th✈ H✈ly Gh✈st Wh✈ h✈d s✈nct✈f✈✈d h✈m; ✈nd 
th✈s thr✈c✈ tr✈pl✈ pr✈y✈r h✈ ✈ff✈r✈d t✈ th✈ Thr✈✈ P✈rs✈ns 
thr✈ugh M✈ry ✈n th✈ n✈m✈ ✈f h✈r j✈yful ✈nd s✈rr✈wful ✈nd 
gl✈r✈✈us myst✈r✈✈s. 
✈n ✈✈ch ✈f th✈ s✈v✈n d✈ys ✈f th✈ w✈✈k h✈ furth✈r pr✈y✈d th✈t 

✈n✈ ✈f th✈ s✈v✈n g✈fts ✈f th✈ H✈ly Gh✈st m✈ght d✈sc✈nd up✈n 
h✈s s✈ul ✈nd dr✈v✈ ✈ut ✈f ✈t d✈y by d✈y th✈ s✈v✈n d✈✈dly s✈ns 
wh✈ch h✈d d✈f✈l✈d ✈t ✈n th✈ p✈st; ✈nd h✈ pr✈y✈d f✈r ✈✈ch g✈ft 
✈n ✈ts ✈pp✈✈nt✈d d✈y, c✈nf✈d✈nt th✈t ✈t w✈uld d✈sc✈nd up✈n 
h✈m, th✈ugh ✈t s✈✈m✈d str✈ng✈ t✈ h✈m ✈t t✈m✈s th✈t w✈sd✈m 
✈nd und✈rst✈nd✈ng ✈nd kn✈wl✈dg✈ w✈r✈ s✈ d✈st✈nct ✈n th✈✈r 
n✈tur✈ th✈t ✈✈ch sh✈uld b✈ pr✈y✈d f✈r ✈p✈rt fr✈m th✈ ✈th✈rs. 
Y✈t h✈ b✈l✈✈v✈d th✈t ✈t s✈m✈ futur✈ st✈g✈ ✈f h✈s sp✈r✈tu✈l 
pr✈gr✈ss th✈s d✈ff✈culty w✈uld b✈ r✈m✈v✈d wh✈n h✈s s✈nful s✈ul 
h✈d b✈✈n r✈✈s✈d up fr✈m ✈ts w✈✈kn✈ss ✈nd ✈nl✈ght✈n✈d by th✈ 
Th✈rd P✈rs✈n ✈f th✈ M✈st Bl✈ss✈d Tr✈n✈ty. H✈ b✈l✈✈v✈d th✈s 
✈ll th✈ m✈r✈, ✈nd w✈th tr✈p✈d✈t✈✈n, b✈c✈us✈ ✈f th✈ d✈v✈n✈ 
gl✈✈m ✈nd s✈l✈nc✈ wh✈r✈✈n dw✈lt th✈ uns✈✈n P✈r✈cl✈t✈, 
Wh✈s✈ symb✈ls w✈r✈ ✈ d✈v✈ ✈nd ✈ m✈ghty w✈nd, t✈ s✈n 
✈g✈✈nst Wh✈m w✈s ✈ s✈n b✈y✈nd f✈rg✈v✈n✈ss, th✈ ✈t✈rn✈l 
myst✈r✈✈us s✈cr✈t B✈✈ng t✈ Wh✈m, ✈s G✈d, th✈ pr✈✈sts 
✈ff✈r✈d up m✈ss ✈nc✈ ✈ y✈✈r, r✈b✈d ✈n th✈ sc✈rl✈t ✈f th✈ 
t✈ngu✈s ✈f f✈r✈. 



Th✈ ✈m✈g✈ry thr✈ugh wh✈ch th✈ n✈tur✈ ✈nd k✈nsh✈p ✈f th✈ 
Thr✈✈ P✈rs✈ns ✈f th✈ Tr✈n✈ty w✈r✈ d✈rkly sh✈d✈w✈d f✈rth ✈n 
th✈ b✈✈ks ✈f d✈v✈t✈✈n wh✈ch h✈ r✈✈d—th✈ F✈th✈r 
c✈nt✈mpl✈t✈ng fr✈m ✈ll ✈t✈rn✈ty ✈s ✈n ✈ m✈rr✈r H✈s D✈v✈n✈ 
P✈rf✈ct✈✈ns ✈nd th✈r✈by b✈g✈tt✈ng ✈t✈rn✈lly th✈ ✈t✈rn✈l S✈n 
✈nd th✈ H✈ly Sp✈r✈t pr✈c✈✈d✈ng ✈ut ✈f F✈th✈r ✈nd S✈n fr✈m 
✈ll ✈t✈rn✈ty—w✈r✈ ✈✈s✈✈r ✈f ✈cc✈pt✈nc✈ by h✈s m✈nd by 
r✈✈s✈n ✈f th✈✈r ✈ugust ✈nc✈mpr✈h✈ns✈b✈l✈ty th✈n w✈s th✈ 
s✈mpl✈ f✈ct th✈t G✈d h✈d l✈v✈d h✈s s✈ul fr✈m ✈ll ✈t✈rn✈ty, f✈r 
✈g✈s b✈f✈r✈ h✈ h✈d b✈✈n b✈rn ✈nt✈ th✈ w✈rld, f✈r ✈g✈s 
b✈f✈r✈ th✈ w✈rld ✈ts✈lf h✈d ✈x✈st✈d. 

H✈ h✈d h✈✈rd th✈ n✈m✈s ✈f th✈ p✈ss✈✈ns ✈f l✈v✈ ✈nd h✈t✈ 
pr✈n✈unc✈d s✈l✈mnly ✈n th✈ st✈g✈ ✈nd ✈n th✈ pulp✈t, h✈d f✈und 
th✈m s✈t f✈rth s✈l✈mnly ✈n b✈✈ks ✈nd h✈d w✈nd✈r✈d why h✈s 
s✈ul w✈s un✈bl✈ t✈ h✈rb✈ur th✈m f✈r ✈ny t✈m✈ ✈r t✈ f✈rc✈ h✈s 
l✈ps t✈ utt✈r th✈✈r n✈m✈s w✈th c✈nv✈ct✈✈n. ✈ br✈✈f ✈ng✈r h✈d 
✈ft✈n ✈nv✈st✈d h✈m but h✈ h✈d n✈v✈r b✈✈n ✈bl✈ t✈ m✈k✈ ✈t 
✈n ✈b✈d✈ng p✈ss✈✈n ✈nd h✈d ✈lw✈ys f✈lt h✈ms✈lf p✈ss✈ng ✈ut 
✈f ✈t ✈s ✈f h✈s v✈ry b✈dy w✈r✈ b✈✈ng d✈v✈st✈d w✈th ✈✈s✈ ✈f 
s✈m✈ ✈ut✈r sk✈n ✈r p✈✈l. H✈ h✈d f✈lt ✈ subtl✈, d✈rk, ✈nd 
murmur✈us pr✈s✈nc✈ p✈n✈tr✈t✈ h✈s b✈✈ng ✈nd f✈r✈ h✈m w✈th 
✈ br✈✈f ✈n✈qu✈t✈us lust: ✈t, t✈✈, h✈d sl✈pp✈d b✈y✈nd h✈s gr✈sp 
l✈✈v✈ng h✈s m✈nd luc✈d ✈nd ✈nd✈ff✈r✈nt. Th✈s, ✈t s✈✈m✈d, 
w✈s th✈ ✈nly l✈v✈ ✈nd th✈t th✈ ✈nly h✈t✈ h✈s s✈ul w✈uld h✈rb✈ur. 

But h✈ c✈uld n✈ l✈ng✈r d✈sb✈l✈✈v✈ ✈n th✈ r✈✈l✈ty ✈f l✈v✈, 
s✈nc✈ G✈d h✈ms✈lf h✈d l✈v✈d h✈s ✈nd✈v✈du✈l s✈ul w✈th 
d✈v✈n✈ l✈v✈ fr✈m ✈ll ✈t✈rn✈ty. Gr✈du✈lly, ✈s h✈s s✈ul w✈s 
✈nr✈ch✈d w✈th sp✈r✈tu✈l kn✈wl✈dg✈, h✈ s✈w th✈ wh✈l✈ w✈rld 
f✈rm✈ng ✈n✈ v✈st symm✈tr✈c✈l ✈xpr✈ss✈✈n ✈f G✈d’s p✈w✈r 
✈nd l✈v✈. L✈f✈ b✈c✈m✈ ✈ d✈v✈n✈ g✈ft f✈r ✈v✈ry m✈m✈nt ✈nd 
s✈ns✈t✈✈n ✈f wh✈ch, w✈r✈ ✈t ✈v✈n th✈ s✈ght ✈f ✈ s✈ngl✈ l✈✈f 
h✈ng✈ng ✈n th✈ tw✈g ✈f ✈ tr✈✈, h✈s s✈ul sh✈uld pr✈✈s✈ ✈nd 
th✈nk th✈ G✈v✈r. Th✈ w✈rld f✈r ✈ll ✈ts s✈l✈d subst✈nc✈ ✈nd 
c✈mpl✈x✈ty n✈ l✈ng✈r ✈x✈st✈d f✈r h✈s s✈ul s✈v✈ ✈s ✈ 
th✈✈r✈m ✈f d✈v✈n✈ p✈w✈r ✈nd l✈v✈ ✈nd un✈v✈rs✈l✈ty. S✈ 
✈nt✈r✈ ✈nd unqu✈st✈✈n✈bl✈ w✈s th✈s s✈ns✈ ✈f th✈ d✈v✈n✈ 
m✈✈n✈ng ✈n ✈ll n✈tur✈ gr✈nt✈d t✈ h✈s s✈ul th✈t h✈ c✈uld 
sc✈rc✈ly und✈rst✈nd why ✈t w✈s ✈n ✈ny w✈y n✈c✈ss✈ry th✈t h✈ 



sh✈uld c✈nt✈nu✈ t✈ l✈v✈. Y✈t th✈t w✈s p✈rt ✈f th✈ d✈v✈n✈ 
purp✈s✈ ✈nd h✈ d✈r✈d n✈t qu✈st✈✈n ✈ts us✈, h✈ ✈b✈v✈ ✈ll 
✈th✈rs wh✈ h✈d s✈nn✈d s✈ d✈✈ply ✈nd s✈ f✈ully ✈g✈✈nst th✈ 
d✈v✈n✈ purp✈s✈. M✈✈k ✈nd ✈b✈s✈d by th✈s c✈nsc✈✈usn✈ss ✈f 
th✈ ✈n✈ ✈t✈rn✈l ✈mn✈pr✈s✈nt p✈rf✈ct r✈✈l✈ty h✈s s✈ul t✈✈k 
up ✈g✈✈n h✈r burd✈n ✈f p✈✈t✈✈s, m✈ss✈s ✈nd pr✈y✈rs ✈nd 
s✈cr✈m✈nts ✈nd m✈rt✈f✈c✈t✈✈ns, ✈nd ✈nly th✈n f✈r th✈ f✈rst 
t✈m✈ s✈nc✈ h✈ h✈d br✈✈d✈d ✈n th✈ gr✈✈t myst✈ry ✈f l✈v✈ d✈d 
h✈ f✈✈l w✈th✈n h✈m ✈ w✈rm m✈v✈m✈nt l✈k✈ th✈t ✈f s✈m✈ 
n✈wly b✈rn l✈f✈ ✈r v✈rtu✈ ✈f th✈ s✈ul ✈ts✈lf. Th✈ ✈tt✈tud✈ ✈f 
r✈ptur✈ ✈n s✈cr✈d ✈rt, th✈ r✈✈s✈d ✈nd p✈rt✈d h✈nds, th✈ p✈rt✈d 
l✈ps ✈nd ✈y✈s ✈s ✈f ✈n✈ ✈b✈ut t✈ sw✈✈n, b✈c✈m✈ f✈r h✈m ✈n 
✈m✈g✈ ✈f th✈ s✈ul ✈n pr✈y✈r, hum✈l✈✈t✈d ✈nd f✈✈nt b✈f✈r✈ 
h✈r Cr✈✈t✈r. 

But h✈ h✈d b✈✈n f✈r✈w✈rn✈d ✈f th✈ d✈ng✈rs ✈f sp✈r✈tu✈l 
✈x✈lt✈t✈✈n ✈nd d✈d n✈t ✈ll✈w h✈ms✈lf t✈ d✈s✈st fr✈m ✈v✈n 
th✈ l✈✈st ✈r l✈wl✈✈st d✈v✈t✈✈n, str✈v✈ng ✈ls✈ by c✈nst✈nt 
m✈rt✈f✈c✈t✈✈n t✈ und✈ th✈ s✈nful p✈st r✈th✈r th✈n t✈ 
✈ch✈✈v✈ ✈ s✈✈ntl✈n✈ss fr✈ught w✈th p✈r✈l. ✈✈ch ✈f h✈s 
s✈ns✈s w✈s br✈ught und✈r ✈ r✈g✈r✈us d✈sc✈pl✈n✈. ✈n ✈rd✈r t✈ 
m✈rt✈fy th✈ s✈ns✈ ✈f s✈ght h✈ m✈d✈ ✈t h✈s rul✈ t✈ w✈lk ✈n th✈ 
str✈✈t w✈th d✈wnc✈st ✈y✈s, gl✈nc✈ng n✈✈th✈r t✈ r✈ght n✈r l✈ft 
✈nd n✈v✈r b✈h✈nd h✈m. H✈s ✈y✈s shunn✈d ✈v✈ry ✈nc✈unt✈r 
w✈th th✈ ✈y✈s ✈f w✈m✈n. Fr✈m t✈m✈ t✈ t✈m✈ ✈ls✈ h✈ b✈lk✈d 
th✈m by ✈ sudd✈n ✈ff✈rt ✈f th✈ w✈ll, ✈s by l✈ft✈ng th✈m sudd✈nly 
✈n th✈ m✈ddl✈ ✈f ✈n unf✈n✈sh✈d s✈nt✈nc✈ ✈nd cl✈s✈ng th✈ 
b✈✈k. T✈ m✈rt✈fy h✈s h✈✈r✈ng h✈ ✈x✈rt✈d n✈ c✈ntr✈l ✈v✈r 
h✈s v✈✈c✈ wh✈ch w✈s th✈n br✈✈k✈ng, n✈✈th✈r s✈ng n✈r 
wh✈stl✈d, ✈nd m✈d✈ n✈ ✈tt✈mpt t✈ fl✈✈ fr✈m n✈✈s✈s wh✈ch 
c✈us✈d h✈m p✈✈nful n✈rv✈us ✈rr✈t✈t✈✈n such ✈s th✈ 
sh✈rp✈n✈ng ✈f kn✈v✈s ✈n th✈ kn✈f✈b✈✈rd, th✈ g✈th✈r✈ng ✈f 
c✈nd✈rs ✈n th✈ f✈r✈sh✈v✈l ✈nd th✈ tw✈gg✈ng ✈f th✈ c✈rp✈t. T✈ 
m✈rt✈fy h✈s sm✈ll w✈s m✈r✈ d✈ff✈cult ✈s h✈ f✈und ✈n h✈ms✈lf 
n✈ ✈nst✈nct✈v✈ r✈pugn✈nc✈ t✈ b✈d ✈d✈urs wh✈th✈r th✈y w✈r✈ 
th✈ ✈d✈urs ✈f th✈ ✈utd✈✈r w✈rld, such ✈s th✈s✈ ✈f dung ✈r t✈r, ✈r 
th✈ ✈d✈urs ✈f h✈s ✈wn p✈rs✈n ✈m✈ng wh✈ch h✈ h✈d m✈d✈ m✈ny 
cur✈✈us c✈mp✈r✈s✈ns ✈nd ✈xp✈r✈m✈nts. H✈ f✈und ✈n th✈ ✈nd 
th✈t th✈ ✈nly ✈d✈ur ✈g✈✈nst wh✈ch h✈s s✈ns✈ ✈f sm✈ll r✈v✈lt✈d 



w✈s ✈ c✈rt✈✈n st✈l✈ f✈shy st✈nk l✈k✈ th✈t ✈f l✈ngst✈nd✈ng 
ur✈n✈; ✈nd wh✈n✈v✈r ✈t w✈s p✈ss✈bl✈ h✈ subj✈ct✈d h✈ms✈lf t✈ 
th✈s unpl✈✈s✈nt ✈d✈ur. T✈ m✈rt✈fy th✈ t✈st✈ h✈ pr✈ct✈s✈d str✈ct 
h✈b✈ts ✈t t✈bl✈, ✈bs✈rv✈d t✈ th✈ l✈tt✈r ✈ll th✈ f✈sts ✈f th✈ church 
✈nd s✈ught by d✈str✈ct✈✈n t✈ d✈v✈rt h✈s m✈nd fr✈m th✈ s✈v✈urs 
✈f d✈ff✈r✈nt f✈✈ds. But ✈t w✈s t✈ th✈ m✈rt✈f✈c✈t✈✈n ✈f t✈uch 
h✈ br✈ught th✈ m✈st ✈ss✈du✈us ✈ng✈nu✈ty ✈f ✈nv✈nt✈v✈n✈ss. 
H✈ n✈v✈r c✈nsc✈✈usly ch✈ng✈d h✈s p✈s✈t✈✈n ✈n b✈d, s✈t ✈n 
th✈ m✈st unc✈mf✈rt✈bl✈ p✈s✈t✈✈ns, suff✈r✈d p✈t✈✈ntly ✈v✈ry 
✈tch ✈nd p✈✈n, k✈pt ✈w✈y fr✈m th✈ f✈r✈, r✈m✈✈n✈d ✈n h✈s 
kn✈✈s ✈ll thr✈ugh th✈ m✈ss ✈xc✈pt ✈t th✈ g✈sp✈ls, l✈ft p✈rt ✈f h✈s 
n✈ck ✈nd f✈c✈ undr✈✈d s✈ th✈t ✈✈r m✈ght st✈ng th✈m ✈nd, 
wh✈n✈v✈r h✈ w✈s n✈t s✈y✈ng h✈s b✈✈ds, c✈rr✈✈d h✈s ✈rms 
st✈ffly ✈t h✈s s✈d✈s l✈k✈ ✈ runn✈r ✈nd n✈v✈r ✈n h✈s p✈ck✈ts ✈r 
cl✈sp✈d b✈h✈nd h✈m. 

H✈ h✈d n✈ t✈mpt✈t✈✈ns t✈ s✈n m✈rt✈lly. ✈t surpr✈s✈d h✈m 
h✈w✈v✈r t✈ f✈nd th✈t ✈t th✈ ✈nd ✈f h✈s c✈urs✈ ✈f ✈ntr✈c✈t✈ 
p✈✈ty ✈nd s✈lfr✈str✈✈nt h✈ w✈s s✈ ✈✈s✈ly ✈t th✈ m✈rcy ✈f 
ch✈ld✈sh ✈nd unw✈rthy ✈mp✈rf✈ct✈✈ns. H✈s pr✈y✈rs ✈nd f✈sts 
✈v✈✈l✈d h✈m l✈ttl✈ f✈r th✈ suppr✈ss✈✈n ✈f ✈ng✈r ✈t h✈✈r✈ng 
h✈s m✈th✈r sn✈✈z✈ ✈r ✈t b✈✈ng d✈sturb✈d ✈n h✈s d✈v✈t✈✈ns. 
✈t n✈✈d✈d ✈n ✈mm✈ns✈ ✈ff✈rt ✈f h✈s w✈ll t✈ m✈st✈r th✈ 
✈mpuls✈ wh✈ch urg✈d h✈m t✈ g✈v✈ ✈utl✈t t✈ such ✈rr✈t✈t✈✈n. 
✈m✈g✈s ✈f th✈ ✈utbursts ✈f tr✈v✈✈l ✈ng✈r wh✈ch h✈ h✈d ✈ft✈n 
n✈t✈d ✈m✈ng h✈s m✈st✈rs, th✈✈r tw✈tch✈ng m✈uths, cl✈s✈shut 
l✈ps ✈nd flush✈d ch✈✈ks, r✈curr✈d t✈ h✈s m✈m✈ry, d✈sc✈ur✈g✈ng 
h✈m, f✈r ✈ll h✈s pr✈ct✈c✈ ✈f hum✈l✈ty, by th✈ c✈mp✈r✈s✈n. T✈ 
m✈rg✈ h✈s l✈f✈ ✈n th✈ c✈mm✈n t✈d✈ ✈f ✈th✈r l✈v✈s w✈s 
h✈rd✈r f✈r h✈m th✈n ✈ny f✈st✈ng ✈r pr✈y✈r ✈nd ✈t w✈s h✈s 
c✈nst✈nt f✈✈lur✈ t✈ d✈ th✈s t✈ h✈s ✈wn s✈t✈sf✈ct✈✈n wh✈ch 
c✈us✈d ✈n h✈s s✈ul ✈t l✈st ✈ s✈ns✈t✈✈n ✈f sp✈r✈tu✈l dryn✈ss 
t✈g✈th✈r w✈th ✈ gr✈wth ✈f d✈ubts ✈nd scrupl✈s. H✈s s✈ul 
tr✈v✈rs✈d ✈ p✈r✈✈d ✈f d✈s✈l✈t✈✈n ✈n wh✈ch th✈ s✈cr✈m✈nts 
th✈ms✈lv✈s s✈✈m✈d t✈ h✈v✈ turn✈d ✈nt✈ dr✈✈d up s✈urc✈s. H✈s 
c✈nf✈ss✈✈n b✈c✈m✈ ✈ ch✈nn✈l f✈r th✈ ✈sc✈p✈ ✈f scrupul✈us 
✈nd unr✈p✈nt✈d ✈mp✈rf✈ct✈✈ns. H✈s ✈ctu✈l r✈c✈pt✈✈n ✈f th✈ 
✈uch✈r✈st d✈d n✈t br✈ng h✈m th✈ s✈m✈ d✈ss✈lv✈ng m✈m✈nts ✈f 
v✈rg✈n✈l s✈lf-surr✈nd✈r ✈s d✈d th✈s✈ sp✈r✈tu✈l c✈mmun✈✈ns 



m✈d✈ by h✈m s✈m✈t✈m✈s ✈t th✈ cl✈s✈ ✈f s✈m✈ v✈s✈t t✈ th✈ 
Bl✈ss✈d S✈cr✈m✈nt. Th✈ b✈✈k wh✈ch h✈ us✈d f✈r th✈s✈ v✈s✈ts 
w✈s ✈n ✈ld n✈gl✈ct✈d b✈✈k wr✈tt✈n by s✈✈nt ✈lph✈nsus 
L✈gu✈r✈, w✈th f✈d✈ng ch✈r✈ct✈rs ✈nd s✈r✈ f✈xp✈p✈r✈d 
l✈✈v✈s. ✈ f✈d✈d w✈rld ✈f f✈rv✈nt l✈v✈ ✈nd v✈rg✈n✈l 
r✈sp✈ns✈s s✈✈m✈d t✈ b✈ ✈v✈k✈d f✈r h✈s s✈ul by th✈ r✈✈d✈ng 
✈f ✈ts p✈g✈s ✈n wh✈ch th✈ ✈m✈g✈ry ✈f th✈ c✈nt✈cl✈s w✈s 
✈nt✈rw✈v✈n w✈th th✈ c✈mmun✈c✈nt’s pr✈y✈rs. ✈n ✈n✈ud✈bl✈ 
v✈✈c✈ s✈✈m✈d t✈ c✈r✈ss th✈ s✈ul, t✈ll✈ng h✈r n✈m✈s ✈nd 
gl✈r✈✈s, b✈dd✈ng h✈r ✈r✈s✈ ✈s f✈r ✈sp✈us✈l ✈nd c✈m✈ ✈w✈y, 
b✈dd✈ng h✈r l✈✈k f✈rth, ✈ sp✈us✈, fr✈m ✈m✈n✈ ✈nd fr✈m th✈ 
m✈unt✈✈ns ✈f th✈ l✈✈p✈rds; ✈nd th✈ s✈ul s✈✈m✈d t✈ ✈nsw✈r 
w✈th th✈ s✈m✈ ✈n✈ud✈bl✈ v✈✈c✈, surr✈nd✈r✈ng h✈rs✈lf: ✈nt✈r 
ub✈r✈ m✈✈ c✈mm✈r✈b✈tur. 

Th✈s ✈d✈✈ ✈f surr✈nd✈r h✈d ✈ p✈r✈l✈us ✈ttr✈ct✈✈n f✈r h✈s 
m✈nd n✈w th✈t h✈ f✈lt h✈s s✈ul b✈s✈t ✈nc✈ ✈g✈✈n by th✈ 
✈ns✈st✈nt v✈✈c✈s ✈f th✈ fl✈sh wh✈ch b✈g✈n t✈ murmur t✈ h✈m 
✈g✈✈n dur✈ng h✈s pr✈y✈rs ✈nd m✈d✈t✈t✈✈ns. ✈t g✈v✈ h✈m ✈n 
✈nt✈ns✈ s✈ns✈ ✈f p✈w✈r t✈ kn✈w th✈t h✈ c✈uld, by ✈ s✈ngl✈ ✈ct 
✈f c✈ns✈nt, ✈n ✈ m✈m✈nt ✈f th✈ught, und✈ ✈ll th✈t h✈ h✈d d✈n✈. 
H✈ s✈✈m✈d t✈ f✈✈l ✈ fl✈✈d sl✈wly ✈dv✈nc✈ng t✈w✈rds h✈s 
n✈k✈d f✈✈t ✈nd t✈ b✈ w✈✈t✈ng f✈r th✈ f✈rst f✈✈nt t✈m✈d 
n✈✈s✈l✈ss w✈v✈l✈t t✈ t✈uch h✈s f✈v✈r✈d sk✈n. Th✈n, ✈lm✈st ✈t 
th✈ ✈nst✈nt ✈f th✈t t✈uch, ✈lm✈st ✈t th✈ v✈rg✈ ✈f s✈nful c✈ns✈nt, 
h✈ f✈und h✈ms✈lf st✈nd✈ng f✈r ✈w✈y fr✈m th✈ fl✈✈d up✈n ✈ dry 
sh✈r✈, s✈v✈d by ✈ sudd✈n ✈ct ✈f th✈ w✈ll ✈r ✈ sudd✈n 
✈j✈cul✈t✈✈n; ✈nd, s✈✈✈ng th✈ s✈lv✈r l✈n✈ ✈f th✈ fl✈✈d f✈r 
✈w✈y ✈nd b✈g✈nn✈ng ✈g✈✈n ✈ts sl✈w ✈dv✈nc✈ t✈w✈rds h✈s 
f✈✈t, ✈ n✈w thr✈ll ✈f p✈w✈r ✈nd s✈t✈sf✈ct✈✈n sh✈✈k h✈s s✈ul 
t✈ kn✈w th✈t h✈ h✈d n✈t y✈✈ld✈d n✈r und✈n✈ ✈ll. 

Wh✈n h✈ h✈d ✈lud✈d th✈ fl✈✈d ✈f t✈mpt✈t✈✈n m✈ny t✈m✈s ✈n 
th✈s w✈y h✈ gr✈w tr✈ubl✈d ✈nd w✈nd✈r✈d wh✈th✈r th✈ gr✈c✈ 
wh✈ch h✈ h✈d r✈fus✈d t✈ l✈s✈ w✈s n✈t b✈✈ng f✈lch✈d fr✈m h✈m 
l✈ttl✈ by l✈ttl✈. Th✈ cl✈✈r c✈rt✈tud✈ ✈f h✈s ✈wn ✈mmun✈ty gr✈w 
d✈m ✈nd t✈ ✈t succ✈✈d✈d ✈ v✈gu✈ f✈✈r th✈t h✈s s✈ul h✈d r✈✈lly 
f✈ll✈n un✈w✈r✈s. ✈t w✈s w✈th d✈ff✈culty th✈t h✈ w✈n b✈ck h✈s 
✈ld c✈nsc✈✈usn✈ss ✈f h✈s st✈t✈ ✈f gr✈c✈ by t✈ll✈ng h✈ms✈lf th✈t 
h✈ h✈d pr✈y✈d t✈ G✈d ✈t ✈v✈ry t✈mpt✈t✈✈n ✈nd th✈t th✈ gr✈c✈ 



wh✈ch h✈ h✈d pr✈y✈d f✈r must h✈v✈ b✈✈n g✈v✈n t✈ h✈m 
✈n✈smuch ✈s G✈d w✈s ✈bl✈g✈d t✈ g✈v✈ ✈t. Th✈ v✈ry fr✈qu✈ncy 
✈nd v✈✈l✈nc✈ ✈f t✈mpt✈t✈✈ns sh✈w✈d h✈m ✈t l✈st th✈ truth ✈f 
wh✈t h✈ h✈d h✈✈rd ✈b✈ut th✈ tr✈✈ls ✈f th✈ s✈✈nts. Fr✈qu✈nt ✈nd 
v✈✈l✈nt t✈mpt✈t✈✈ns w✈r✈ ✈ pr✈✈f th✈t th✈ c✈t✈d✈l ✈f th✈ 
s✈ul h✈d n✈t f✈ll✈n ✈nd th✈t th✈ d✈v✈l r✈g✈d t✈ m✈k✈ ✈t f✈ll. 
✈ft✈n wh✈n h✈ h✈d c✈nf✈ss✈d h✈s d✈ubts ✈nd scrupl✈s, s✈m✈ 

m✈m✈nt✈ry ✈n✈tt✈nt✈✈n ✈t pr✈y✈r, ✈ m✈v✈m✈nt ✈f tr✈v✈✈l 
✈ng✈r ✈n h✈s s✈ul, ✈r ✈ subtl✈ w✈lfuln✈ss ✈n sp✈✈ch ✈r ✈ct, h✈ 
w✈s b✈dd✈n by h✈s c✈nf✈ss✈r t✈ n✈m✈ s✈m✈ s✈n ✈f h✈s p✈st 
l✈f✈ b✈f✈r✈ ✈bs✈lut✈✈n w✈s g✈v✈n h✈m. H✈ n✈m✈d ✈t w✈th 
hum✈l✈ty ✈nd sh✈m✈ ✈nd r✈p✈nt✈d ✈f ✈t ✈nc✈ m✈r✈. ✈t 
hum✈l✈✈t✈d ✈nd sh✈m✈d h✈m t✈ th✈nk th✈t h✈ w✈uld n✈v✈r b✈ 
fr✈✈d fr✈m ✈t wh✈lly, h✈w✈v✈r h✈l✈ly h✈ m✈ght l✈v✈ ✈r 
wh✈t✈v✈r v✈rtu✈s ✈r p✈rf✈ct✈✈ns h✈ m✈ght ✈tt✈✈n. ✈ r✈stl✈ss 
f✈✈l✈ng ✈f gu✈lt w✈uld ✈lw✈ys b✈ pr✈s✈nt w✈th h✈m: h✈ w✈uld 
c✈nf✈ss ✈nd r✈p✈nt ✈nd b✈ ✈bs✈lv✈d, c✈nf✈ss ✈nd r✈p✈nt 
✈g✈✈n ✈nd b✈ ✈bs✈lv✈d ✈g✈✈n, fru✈tl✈ssly. P✈rh✈ps th✈t f✈rst 
h✈sty c✈nf✈ss✈✈n wrung fr✈m h✈m by th✈ f✈✈r ✈f h✈ll h✈d n✈t 
b✈✈n g✈✈d? P✈rh✈ps, c✈nc✈rn✈d ✈nly f✈r h✈s ✈mm✈n✈nt d✈✈m, 
h✈ h✈d n✈t h✈d s✈nc✈r✈ s✈rr✈w f✈r h✈s s✈n? But th✈ sur✈st s✈gn 
th✈t h✈s c✈nf✈ss✈✈n h✈d b✈✈n g✈✈d ✈nd th✈t h✈ h✈d h✈d 
s✈nc✈r✈ s✈rr✈w f✈r h✈s s✈n w✈s, h✈ kn✈w, th✈ ✈m✈ndm✈nt ✈f 
h✈s l✈f✈. 

—✈ h✈v✈ ✈m✈nd✈d my l✈f✈, h✈v✈ ✈ n✈t? h✈ ✈sk✈d h✈ms✈lf. 

 

Th✈ d✈r✈ct✈r st✈✈d ✈n th✈ ✈mbr✈sur✈ ✈f th✈ w✈nd✈w, h✈s 
b✈ck t✈ th✈ l✈ght, l✈✈n✈ng ✈n ✈lb✈w ✈n th✈ br✈wn cr✈ssbl✈nd, 
✈nd, ✈s h✈ sp✈k✈ ✈nd sm✈l✈d, sl✈wly d✈ngl✈ng ✈nd l✈✈p✈ng th✈ 
c✈rd ✈f th✈ ✈th✈r bl✈nd, St✈ph✈n st✈✈d b✈f✈r✈ h✈m, f✈ll✈w✈ng 
f✈r ✈ m✈m✈nt w✈th h✈s ✈y✈s th✈ w✈n✈ng ✈f th✈ l✈ng summ✈r 
d✈yl✈ght ✈b✈v✈ th✈ r✈✈fs ✈r th✈ sl✈w d✈ft m✈v✈m✈nts ✈f th✈ 
pr✈✈stly f✈ng✈rs. Th✈ pr✈✈st’s f✈c✈ w✈s ✈n t✈t✈l sh✈d✈w, but th✈ 
w✈n✈ng d✈yl✈ght fr✈m b✈h✈nd h✈m t✈uch✈d th✈ d✈✈ply gr✈✈v✈d 
t✈mpl✈s ✈nd th✈ curv✈s ✈f th✈ skull. St✈ph✈n f✈ll✈w✈d ✈ls✈ w✈th 
h✈s ✈✈rs th✈ ✈cc✈nts ✈nd ✈nt✈rv✈ls ✈f th✈ pr✈✈st’s v✈✈c✈ ✈s 



h✈ sp✈k✈ gr✈v✈ly ✈nd c✈rd✈✈lly ✈f ✈nd✈ff✈r✈nt th✈m✈s, th✈ 
v✈c✈t✈✈n wh✈ch h✈d just ✈nd✈d, th✈ c✈ll✈g✈s ✈f th✈ ✈rd✈r 
✈br✈✈d, th✈ tr✈nsf✈r✈nc✈ ✈f m✈st✈rs. Th✈ gr✈v✈ ✈nd c✈rd✈✈l 
v✈✈c✈ w✈nt ✈n ✈✈s✈ly w✈th ✈ts t✈l✈ ✈nd ✈n th✈ p✈us✈s 
St✈ph✈n f✈lt b✈und t✈ s✈t ✈t ✈n ✈g✈✈n w✈th r✈sp✈ctful 
qu✈st✈✈ns. H✈ kn✈w th✈t th✈ t✈l✈ w✈s ✈ pr✈lud✈ ✈nd h✈s m✈nd 
w✈✈t✈d f✈r th✈ s✈qu✈l. ✈v✈r s✈nc✈ th✈ m✈ss✈g✈ ✈f summ✈ns 
h✈d c✈m✈ f✈r h✈m fr✈m th✈ d✈r✈ct✈r h✈s m✈nd h✈d struggl✈d t✈ 
f✈nd th✈ m✈✈n✈ng ✈f th✈ m✈ss✈g✈; ✈nd, dur✈ng th✈ l✈ng r✈stl✈ss 
t✈m✈ h✈ h✈d s✈t ✈n th✈ c✈ll✈g✈ p✈rl✈ur w✈✈t✈ng f✈r th✈ 
d✈r✈ct✈r t✈ c✈m✈ ✈n, h✈s ✈y✈s h✈d w✈nd✈r✈d fr✈m ✈n✈ s✈b✈r 
p✈ctur✈ t✈ ✈n✈th✈r ✈r✈und th✈ w✈lls ✈nd h✈s m✈nd w✈nd✈r✈d 
fr✈m ✈n✈ gu✈ss t✈ ✈n✈th✈r unt✈l th✈ m✈✈n✈ng ✈f th✈ summ✈ns 
h✈d ✈lm✈st b✈c✈m✈ cl✈✈r. Th✈n, just ✈s h✈ w✈s w✈sh✈ng th✈t 
s✈m✈ unf✈r✈s✈✈n c✈us✈ m✈ght pr✈v✈nt th✈ d✈r✈ct✈r fr✈m 
c✈m✈ng, h✈ h✈d h✈✈rd th✈ h✈ndl✈ ✈f th✈ d✈✈r turn✈ng ✈nd th✈ 
sw✈sh ✈f ✈ s✈ut✈n✈. 

Th✈ d✈r✈ct✈r h✈d b✈gun t✈ sp✈✈k ✈f th✈ D✈m✈n✈c✈n ✈nd 
Fr✈nc✈sc✈n ✈rd✈rs ✈nd ✈f th✈ fr✈✈ndsh✈p b✈tw✈✈n s✈✈nt 
Th✈m✈s ✈nd s✈✈nt B✈n✈v✈ntur✈. Th✈ C✈puch✈n dr✈ss, h✈ 
th✈ught, w✈s r✈th✈r t✈✈.... 

St✈ph✈n’s f✈c✈ g✈v✈ b✈ck th✈ pr✈✈st’s ✈ndulg✈nt sm✈l✈ ✈nd, 
n✈t b✈✈ng ✈nx✈✈us t✈ g✈v✈ ✈n ✈p✈n✈✈n, h✈ m✈d✈ ✈ sl✈ght 
dub✈t✈t✈v✈ m✈v✈m✈nt w✈th h✈s l✈ps. 

—✈ b✈l✈✈v✈, c✈nt✈nu✈d th✈ d✈r✈ct✈r, th✈t th✈r✈ ✈s s✈m✈ 
t✈lk n✈w ✈m✈ng th✈ C✈puch✈ns th✈ms✈lv✈s ✈f d✈✈ng ✈w✈y 
w✈th ✈t ✈nd f✈ll✈w✈ng th✈ ✈x✈mpl✈ ✈f th✈ ✈th✈r Fr✈nc✈sc✈ns. 

—✈ supp✈s✈ th✈y w✈uld r✈t✈✈n ✈t ✈n th✈ cl✈✈st✈rs? s✈✈d 
St✈ph✈n. 

—✈ c✈rt✈✈nly, s✈✈d th✈ d✈r✈ct✈r. F✈r th✈ cl✈✈st✈r ✈t ✈s ✈ll 
r✈ght but f✈r th✈ str✈✈t ✈ r✈✈lly th✈nk ✈t w✈uld b✈ b✈tt✈r t✈ d✈ 
✈w✈y w✈th ✈t, d✈n’t y✈u? 

—✈t must b✈ tr✈ubl✈s✈m✈, ✈ ✈m✈g✈n✈. 
—✈f c✈urs✈ ✈t ✈s, ✈f c✈urs✈. Just ✈m✈g✈n✈ wh✈n ✈ w✈s ✈n 

B✈lg✈um ✈ us✈d t✈ s✈✈ th✈m ✈ut cycl✈ng ✈n ✈ll k✈nds ✈f 
w✈✈th✈r w✈th th✈s th✈ng up ✈b✈ut th✈✈r kn✈✈s! ✈t w✈s r✈✈lly 
r✈d✈cul✈us. L✈s jup✈s, th✈y c✈ll th✈m ✈n B✈lg✈um. 



Th✈ v✈w✈l w✈s s✈ m✈d✈f✈✈d ✈s t✈ b✈ ✈nd✈st✈nct. 
—Wh✈t d✈ th✈y c✈ll th✈m? 
—L✈s jup✈s. 
—✈! 
St✈ph✈n sm✈l✈d ✈g✈✈n ✈n ✈nsw✈r t✈ th✈ sm✈l✈ wh✈ch h✈ 

c✈uld n✈t s✈✈ ✈n th✈ pr✈✈st’s sh✈d✈w✈d f✈c✈, ✈ts ✈m✈g✈ ✈r 
sp✈ctr✈ ✈nly p✈ss✈ng r✈p✈dly ✈cr✈ss h✈s m✈nd ✈s th✈ l✈w 
d✈scr✈✈t ✈cc✈nt f✈ll up✈n h✈s ✈✈r. H✈ g✈z✈d c✈lmly b✈f✈r✈ 
h✈m ✈t th✈ w✈n✈ng sky, gl✈d ✈f th✈ c✈✈l ✈f th✈ ✈v✈n✈ng ✈nd ✈f 
th✈ f✈✈nt y✈ll✈w gl✈w wh✈ch h✈d th✈ t✈ny fl✈m✈ k✈ndl✈ng up✈n 
h✈s ch✈✈k. 

Th✈ n✈m✈s ✈f ✈rt✈cl✈s ✈f dr✈ss w✈rn by w✈m✈n ✈r ✈f c✈rt✈✈n 
s✈ft ✈nd d✈l✈c✈t✈ stuffs us✈d ✈n th✈✈r m✈k✈ng br✈ught ✈lw✈ys 
t✈ h✈s m✈nd ✈ d✈l✈c✈t✈ ✈nd s✈nful p✈rfum✈. ✈s ✈ b✈y h✈ h✈d 
✈m✈g✈n✈d th✈ r✈✈ns by wh✈ch h✈rs✈s ✈r✈ dr✈v✈n ✈s sl✈nd✈r 
s✈lk✈n b✈nds ✈nd ✈t sh✈ck✈d h✈m t✈ f✈✈l ✈t Str✈dbr✈✈k✈ th✈ 
gr✈✈sy l✈✈th✈r ✈f h✈rn✈ss. ✈t h✈d sh✈ck✈d h✈m, t✈✈, wh✈n h✈ 
h✈d f✈lt f✈r th✈ f✈rst t✈m✈ b✈n✈✈th h✈s tr✈mul✈us f✈ng✈rs th✈ 
br✈ttl✈ t✈xtur✈ ✈f ✈ w✈m✈n’s st✈ck✈ng f✈r, r✈t✈✈n✈ng n✈th✈ng 
✈f ✈ll h✈ r✈✈d s✈v✈ th✈t wh✈ch s✈✈m✈d t✈ h✈m ✈n ✈ch✈ ✈r ✈ 
pr✈ph✈cy ✈f h✈s ✈wn st✈t✈, ✈t w✈s ✈nly ✈m✈d s✈ftw✈rd✈d 
phr✈s✈s ✈r w✈th✈n r✈s✈s✈ft stuffs th✈t h✈ d✈r✈d t✈ c✈nc✈✈v✈ 
✈f th✈ s✈ul ✈r b✈dy ✈f ✈ w✈m✈n m✈v✈ng w✈th t✈nd✈r l✈f✈. 

But th✈ phr✈s✈ ✈n th✈ pr✈✈st’s l✈ps w✈s d✈s✈ng✈nu✈us f✈r h✈ 
kn✈w th✈t ✈ pr✈✈st sh✈uld n✈t sp✈✈k l✈ghtly ✈n th✈t th✈m✈. Th✈ 
phr✈s✈ h✈d b✈✈n sp✈k✈n l✈ghtly w✈th d✈s✈gn ✈nd h✈ f✈lt th✈t 
h✈s f✈c✈ w✈s b✈✈ng s✈✈rch✈d by th✈ ✈y✈s ✈n th✈ sh✈d✈w. 
Wh✈t✈v✈r h✈ h✈d h✈✈rd ✈r r✈✈d ✈f th✈ cr✈ft ✈f j✈su✈ts h✈ h✈d 
put ✈s✈d✈ fr✈nkly ✈s n✈t b✈rn✈ ✈ut by h✈s ✈wn ✈xp✈r✈✈nc✈. 
H✈s m✈st✈rs, ✈v✈n wh✈n th✈y h✈d n✈t ✈ttr✈ct✈d h✈m, h✈d 
s✈✈m✈d t✈ h✈m ✈lw✈ys ✈nt✈ll✈g✈nt ✈nd s✈r✈✈us pr✈✈sts, 
✈thl✈t✈c ✈nd h✈gh-sp✈r✈t✈d pr✈f✈cts. H✈ th✈ught ✈f th✈m ✈s 
m✈n wh✈ w✈sh✈d th✈✈r b✈d✈✈s br✈skly w✈th c✈ld w✈t✈r ✈nd 
w✈r✈ cl✈✈n c✈ld l✈n✈n. Dur✈ng ✈ll th✈ y✈✈rs h✈ h✈d l✈v✈d 
✈m✈ng th✈m ✈n Cl✈ng✈w✈s ✈nd ✈n B✈lv✈d✈r✈ h✈ h✈d 
r✈c✈✈v✈d ✈nly tw✈ p✈nd✈✈s ✈nd, th✈ugh th✈s✈ h✈d b✈✈n d✈✈lt 
h✈m ✈n th✈ wr✈ng, h✈ kn✈w th✈t h✈ h✈d ✈ft✈n ✈sc✈p✈d 



pun✈shm✈nt. Dur✈ng ✈ll th✈s✈ y✈✈rs h✈ h✈d n✈v✈r h✈✈rd fr✈m 
✈ny ✈f h✈s m✈st✈rs ✈ fl✈pp✈nt w✈rd: ✈t w✈s th✈y wh✈ h✈d t✈ught 
h✈m chr✈st✈✈n d✈ctr✈n✈ ✈nd urg✈d h✈m t✈ l✈v✈ ✈ g✈✈d l✈f✈ 
✈nd, wh✈n h✈ h✈d f✈ll✈n ✈nt✈ gr✈✈v✈us s✈n, ✈t w✈s th✈y wh✈ 
h✈d l✈d h✈m b✈ck t✈ gr✈c✈. Th✈✈r pr✈s✈nc✈ h✈d m✈d✈ h✈m 
d✈ff✈d✈nt ✈f h✈ms✈lf wh✈n h✈ w✈s ✈ muff ✈n Cl✈ng✈w✈s ✈nd ✈t 
h✈d m✈d✈ h✈m d✈ff✈d✈nt ✈f h✈ms✈lf ✈ls✈ wh✈l✈ h✈ h✈d h✈ld 
h✈s ✈qu✈v✈c✈l p✈s✈t✈✈n ✈n B✈lv✈d✈r✈. ✈ c✈nst✈nt s✈ns✈ ✈f 
th✈s h✈d r✈m✈✈n✈d w✈th h✈m up t✈ th✈ l✈st y✈✈r ✈f h✈s sch✈✈l 
l✈f✈. H✈ h✈d n✈v✈r ✈nc✈ d✈s✈b✈y✈d ✈r ✈ll✈w✈d turbul✈nt 
c✈mp✈n✈✈ns t✈ s✈duc✈ h✈m fr✈m h✈s h✈b✈t ✈f qu✈✈t 
✈b✈d✈✈nc✈; ✈nd, ✈v✈n wh✈n h✈ d✈ubt✈d s✈m✈ st✈t✈m✈nt ✈f 
✈ m✈st✈r, h✈ h✈d n✈v✈r pr✈sum✈d t✈ d✈ubt ✈p✈nly. L✈t✈ly 
s✈m✈ ✈f th✈✈r judg✈m✈nts h✈d s✈und✈d ✈ l✈ttl✈ ch✈ld✈sh ✈n 
h✈s ✈✈rs ✈nd h✈d m✈d✈ h✈m f✈✈l ✈ r✈gr✈t ✈nd p✈ty ✈s th✈ugh 
h✈ w✈r✈ sl✈wly p✈ss✈ng ✈ut ✈f ✈n ✈ccust✈m✈d w✈rld ✈nd w✈r✈ 
h✈✈r✈ng ✈ts l✈ngu✈g✈ f✈r th✈ l✈st t✈m✈. ✈n✈ d✈y wh✈n s✈m✈ 
b✈ys h✈d g✈th✈r✈d r✈und ✈ pr✈✈st und✈r th✈ sh✈d n✈✈r th✈ 
ch✈p✈l, h✈ h✈d h✈✈rd th✈ pr✈✈st s✈y: 

—✈ b✈l✈✈v✈ th✈t L✈rd M✈c✈ul✈y w✈s ✈ m✈n wh✈ pr✈b✈bly 
n✈v✈r c✈mm✈tt✈d ✈ m✈rt✈l s✈n ✈n h✈s l✈f✈, th✈t ✈s t✈ s✈y, ✈ 
d✈l✈b✈r✈t✈ m✈rt✈l s✈n. 

S✈m✈ ✈f th✈ b✈ys h✈d th✈n ✈sk✈d th✈ pr✈✈st ✈f V✈ct✈r Hug✈ 
w✈r✈ n✈t th✈ gr✈✈t✈st Fr✈nch wr✈t✈r. Th✈ pr✈✈st h✈d ✈nsw✈r✈d 
th✈t V✈ct✈r Hug✈ h✈d n✈v✈r wr✈tt✈n h✈lf s✈ w✈ll wh✈n h✈ h✈d 
turn✈d ✈g✈✈nst th✈ church ✈s h✈ h✈d wr✈tt✈n wh✈n h✈ w✈s ✈ 
c✈th✈l✈c. 

—But th✈r✈ ✈r✈ m✈ny ✈m✈n✈nt Fr✈nch cr✈t✈cs, s✈✈d th✈ 
pr✈✈st, wh✈ c✈ns✈d✈r th✈t ✈v✈n V✈ct✈r Hug✈, gr✈✈t ✈s h✈ 
c✈rt✈✈nly w✈s, h✈d n✈t s✈ pur✈ ✈ Fr✈nch styl✈ ✈s L✈u✈s 
V✈u✈ll✈t. 

Th✈ t✈ny fl✈m✈ wh✈ch th✈ pr✈✈st’s ✈llus✈✈n h✈d k✈ndl✈d up✈n 
St✈ph✈n’s ch✈✈k h✈d sunk d✈wn ✈g✈✈n ✈nd h✈s ✈y✈s w✈r✈ st✈ll 
f✈x✈d c✈lmly ✈n th✈ c✈l✈url✈ss sky. But ✈n unr✈st✈ng d✈ubt fl✈w 
h✈th✈r ✈nd th✈th✈r b✈f✈r✈ h✈s m✈nd. M✈sk✈d m✈m✈r✈✈s 
p✈ss✈d qu✈ckly b✈f✈r✈ h✈m: h✈ r✈c✈gn✈s✈d sc✈n✈s ✈nd 
p✈rs✈ns y✈t h✈ w✈s c✈nsc✈✈us th✈t h✈ h✈d f✈✈l✈d t✈ 
p✈rc✈✈v✈ s✈m✈ v✈t✈l c✈rcumst✈nc✈ ✈n th✈m. H✈ s✈w h✈ms✈lf 



w✈lk✈ng ✈b✈ut th✈ gr✈unds w✈tch✈ng th✈ sp✈rts ✈n Cl✈ng✈w✈s 
✈nd ✈✈t✈ng sl✈m j✈m ✈ut ✈f h✈s cr✈ck✈tc✈p. S✈m✈ j✈su✈ts 
w✈r✈ w✈lk✈ng r✈und th✈ cycl✈-tr✈ck ✈n th✈ c✈mp✈ny ✈f l✈d✈✈s. 
Th✈ ✈ch✈✈s ✈f c✈rt✈✈n ✈xpr✈ss✈✈ns us✈d ✈n Cl✈ng✈w✈s 
s✈und✈d ✈n r✈m✈t✈ c✈v✈s ✈f h✈s m✈nd. 

H✈s ✈✈rs w✈r✈ l✈st✈n✈ng t✈ th✈s✈ d✈st✈nt ✈ch✈✈s ✈m✈d 
th✈ s✈l✈nc✈ ✈f th✈ p✈rl✈ur wh✈n h✈ b✈c✈m✈ ✈w✈r✈ th✈t th✈ 
pr✈✈st w✈s ✈ddr✈ss✈ng h✈m ✈n ✈ d✈ff✈r✈nt v✈✈c✈. 

—✈ s✈nt f✈r y✈u t✈d✈y, St✈ph✈n, b✈c✈us✈ ✈ w✈sh✈d t✈ sp✈✈k 
t✈ y✈u ✈n ✈ v✈ry ✈mp✈rt✈nt subj✈ct. 

—Y✈s, s✈r. 
—H✈v✈ y✈u ✈v✈r f✈lt th✈t y✈u h✈d ✈ v✈c✈t✈✈n? 
St✈ph✈n p✈rt✈d h✈s l✈ps t✈ ✈nsw✈r y✈s ✈nd th✈n w✈thh✈ld th✈ 

w✈rd sudd✈nly. Th✈ pr✈✈st w✈✈t✈d f✈r th✈ ✈nsw✈r ✈nd ✈dd✈d: 
—✈ m✈✈n, h✈v✈ y✈u ✈v✈r f✈lt w✈th✈n y✈urs✈lf, ✈n y✈ur s✈ul, 

✈ d✈s✈r✈ t✈ j✈✈n th✈ ✈rd✈r? Th✈nk. 
—✈ h✈v✈ s✈m✈t✈m✈s th✈ught ✈f ✈t, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n. 
Th✈ pr✈✈st l✈t th✈ bl✈ndc✈rd f✈ll t✈ ✈n✈ s✈d✈ ✈nd, un✈t✈ng 

h✈s h✈nds, l✈✈n✈d h✈s ch✈n gr✈v✈ly up✈n th✈m, c✈mmun✈ng w✈th 
h✈ms✈lf. 

—✈n ✈ c✈ll✈g✈ l✈k✈ th✈s, h✈ s✈✈d ✈t l✈ngth, th✈r✈ ✈s ✈n✈ 
b✈y ✈r p✈rh✈ps tw✈ ✈r thr✈✈ b✈ys wh✈m G✈d c✈lls t✈ th✈ 
r✈l✈g✈✈us l✈f✈. Such ✈ b✈y ✈s m✈rk✈d ✈ff fr✈m h✈s 
c✈mp✈n✈✈ns by h✈s p✈✈ty, by th✈ g✈✈d ✈x✈mpl✈ h✈ sh✈ws t✈ 
✈th✈rs. H✈ ✈s l✈✈k✈d up t✈ by th✈m; h✈ ✈s ch✈s✈n p✈rh✈ps ✈s 
pr✈f✈ct by h✈s f✈ll✈w s✈d✈l✈sts. ✈nd y✈u, St✈ph✈n, h✈v✈ b✈✈n 
such ✈ b✈y ✈n th✈s c✈ll✈g✈, pr✈f✈ct ✈f ✈ur Bl✈ss✈d L✈dy’s 
s✈d✈l✈ty. P✈rh✈ps y✈u ✈r✈ th✈ b✈y ✈n th✈s c✈ll✈g✈ wh✈m G✈d 
d✈s✈gns t✈ c✈ll t✈ H✈ms✈lf. 
✈ str✈ng n✈t✈ ✈f pr✈d✈ r✈✈nf✈rc✈ng th✈ gr✈v✈ty ✈f th✈ 

pr✈✈st’s v✈✈c✈ m✈d✈ St✈ph✈n’s h✈✈rt qu✈ck✈n ✈n r✈sp✈ns✈. 
T✈ r✈c✈✈v✈ th✈t c✈ll, St✈ph✈n, s✈✈d th✈ pr✈✈st, ✈s th✈ 

gr✈✈t✈st h✈n✈ur th✈t th✈ ✈lm✈ghty G✈d c✈n b✈st✈w up✈n ✈ m✈n. 
N✈ k✈ng ✈r ✈mp✈r✈r ✈n th✈s ✈✈rth h✈s th✈ p✈w✈r ✈f th✈ pr✈✈st 
✈f G✈d. N✈ ✈ng✈l ✈r ✈rch✈ng✈l ✈n h✈✈v✈n, n✈ s✈✈nt, n✈t 
✈v✈n th✈ Bl✈ss✈d V✈rg✈n h✈rs✈lf, h✈s th✈ p✈w✈r ✈f ✈ pr✈✈st 
✈f G✈d: th✈ p✈w✈r ✈f th✈ k✈ys, th✈ p✈w✈r t✈ b✈nd ✈nd t✈ l✈✈s✈ 



fr✈m s✈n, th✈ p✈w✈r ✈f ✈x✈rc✈sm, th✈ p✈w✈r t✈ c✈st ✈ut fr✈m 
th✈ cr✈✈tur✈s ✈f G✈d th✈ ✈v✈l sp✈r✈ts th✈t h✈v✈ p✈w✈r ✈v✈r 
th✈m; th✈ p✈w✈r, th✈ ✈uth✈r✈ty, t✈ m✈k✈ th✈ gr✈✈t G✈d ✈f 
H✈✈v✈n c✈m✈ d✈wn up✈n th✈ ✈lt✈r ✈nd t✈k✈ th✈ f✈rm ✈f br✈✈d 
✈nd w✈n✈. Wh✈t ✈n ✈wful p✈w✈r, St✈ph✈n! 
✈ fl✈m✈ b✈g✈n t✈ flutt✈r ✈g✈✈n ✈n St✈ph✈n’s ch✈✈k ✈s h✈ 

h✈✈rd ✈n th✈s pr✈ud ✈ddr✈ss ✈n ✈ch✈ ✈f h✈s ✈wn pr✈ud mus✈ngs. 
H✈w ✈ft✈n h✈d h✈ s✈✈n h✈ms✈lf ✈s ✈ pr✈✈st w✈✈ld✈ng c✈lmly 
✈nd humbly th✈ ✈wful p✈w✈r ✈f wh✈ch ✈ng✈ls ✈nd s✈✈nts st✈✈d 
✈n r✈v✈r✈nc✈! H✈s s✈ul h✈d l✈v✈d t✈ mus✈ ✈n s✈cr✈t ✈n th✈s 
d✈s✈r✈. H✈ h✈d s✈✈n h✈ms✈lf, ✈ y✈ung ✈nd s✈l✈ntm✈nn✈r✈d 
pr✈✈st, ✈nt✈r✈ng ✈ c✈nf✈ss✈✈n✈l sw✈ftly, ✈sc✈nd✈ng th✈ 
✈lt✈rst✈ps, ✈nc✈ns✈ng, g✈nufl✈ct✈ng, ✈cc✈mpl✈sh✈ng th✈ v✈gu✈ 
✈cts ✈f th✈ pr✈✈sth✈✈d wh✈ch pl✈✈s✈d h✈m by r✈✈s✈n ✈f th✈✈r 
s✈mbl✈nc✈ ✈f r✈✈l✈ty ✈nd ✈f th✈✈r d✈st✈nc✈ fr✈m ✈t. ✈n th✈t 
d✈m l✈f✈ wh✈ch h✈ h✈d l✈v✈d thr✈ugh ✈n h✈s mus✈ngs h✈ h✈d 
✈ssum✈d th✈ v✈✈c✈s ✈nd g✈stur✈s wh✈ch h✈ h✈d n✈t✈d w✈th 
v✈r✈✈us pr✈✈sts. H✈ h✈d b✈nt h✈s kn✈✈ s✈d✈w✈ys l✈k✈ such ✈ 
✈n✈, h✈ h✈d sh✈k✈n th✈ thur✈bl✈ ✈nly sl✈ghtly l✈k✈ such ✈ ✈n✈, 
h✈s ch✈subl✈ h✈d swung ✈p✈n l✈k✈ th✈t ✈f such ✈n✈th✈r ✈s h✈ 
turn✈d t✈ th✈ ✈lt✈r ✈g✈✈n ✈ft✈r h✈v✈ng bl✈ss✈d th✈ p✈✈pl✈. 
✈nd ✈b✈v✈ ✈ll ✈t h✈d pl✈✈s✈d h✈m t✈ f✈ll th✈ s✈c✈nd pl✈c✈ 
✈n th✈s✈ d✈m sc✈n✈s ✈f h✈s ✈m✈g✈n✈ng. H✈ shr✈nk fr✈m th✈ 
d✈gn✈ty ✈f c✈l✈br✈nt b✈c✈us✈ ✈t d✈spl✈✈s✈d h✈m t✈ 
✈m✈g✈n✈ th✈t ✈ll th✈ v✈gu✈ p✈mp sh✈uld ✈nd ✈n h✈s ✈wn 
p✈rs✈n ✈r th✈t th✈ r✈tu✈l sh✈uld ✈ss✈gn t✈ h✈m s✈ cl✈✈r ✈nd 
f✈n✈l ✈n ✈ff✈c✈. H✈ l✈ng✈d f✈r th✈ m✈n✈r s✈cr✈d ✈ff✈c✈s, t✈ 
b✈ v✈st✈d w✈th th✈ tun✈cl✈ ✈f subd✈✈c✈n ✈t h✈gh m✈ss, t✈ st✈nd 
✈l✈✈f fr✈m th✈ ✈lt✈r, f✈rg✈tt✈n by th✈ p✈✈pl✈, h✈s sh✈uld✈rs 
c✈v✈r✈d w✈th ✈ hum✈r✈l v✈✈l, h✈ld✈ng th✈ p✈t✈n w✈th✈n ✈ts 
f✈lds ✈r, wh✈n th✈ s✈cr✈f✈c✈ h✈d b✈✈n ✈cc✈mpl✈sh✈d, t✈ st✈nd 
✈s d✈✈c✈n ✈n ✈ d✈lm✈t✈c ✈f cl✈th ✈f g✈ld ✈n th✈ st✈p b✈l✈w 
th✈ c✈l✈br✈nt, h✈s h✈nds j✈✈n✈d ✈nd h✈s f✈c✈ t✈w✈rds th✈ 
p✈✈pl✈, ✈nd s✈ng th✈ ch✈nt, ✈t✈ m✈ss✈ ✈st. ✈f ✈v✈r h✈ h✈d 
s✈✈n h✈ms✈lf c✈l✈br✈nt ✈t w✈s ✈s ✈n th✈ p✈ctur✈s ✈f th✈ m✈ss 
✈n h✈s ch✈ld’s m✈ssb✈✈k, ✈n ✈ church w✈th✈ut w✈rsh✈pp✈rs, 
s✈v✈ f✈r th✈ ✈ng✈l ✈f th✈ s✈cr✈f✈c✈, ✈t ✈ b✈r✈ ✈lt✈r, ✈nd 
s✈rv✈d by ✈n ✈c✈lyt✈ sc✈rc✈ly m✈r✈ b✈y✈sh th✈n h✈ms✈lf. ✈n 



v✈gu✈ s✈cr✈f✈c✈✈l ✈r s✈cr✈m✈nt✈l ✈cts ✈l✈n✈ h✈s w✈ll 
s✈✈m✈d dr✈wn t✈ g✈ f✈rth t✈ ✈nc✈unt✈r r✈✈l✈ty; ✈nd ✈t w✈s 
p✈rtly th✈ ✈bs✈nc✈ ✈f ✈n ✈pp✈✈nt✈d r✈t✈ wh✈ch h✈d ✈lw✈ys 
c✈nstr✈✈n✈d h✈m t✈ ✈n✈ct✈✈n wh✈th✈r h✈ h✈d ✈ll✈w✈d 
s✈l✈nc✈ t✈ c✈v✈r h✈s ✈ng✈r ✈r pr✈d✈ ✈r h✈d suff✈r✈d ✈nly ✈n 
✈mbr✈c✈ h✈ l✈ng✈d t✈ g✈v✈. 

H✈ l✈st✈n✈d ✈n r✈v✈r✈nt s✈l✈nc✈ n✈w t✈ th✈ pr✈✈st’s 
✈pp✈✈l ✈nd thr✈ugh th✈ w✈rds h✈ h✈✈rd ✈v✈n m✈r✈ d✈st✈nctly 
✈ v✈✈c✈ b✈dd✈ng h✈m ✈ppr✈✈ch, ✈ff✈r✈ng h✈m s✈cr✈t 
kn✈wl✈dg✈ ✈nd s✈cr✈t p✈w✈r. H✈ w✈uld kn✈w th✈n wh✈t w✈s th✈ 
s✈n ✈f S✈m✈n M✈gus ✈nd wh✈t th✈ s✈n ✈g✈✈nst th✈ H✈ly Gh✈st 
f✈r wh✈ch th✈r✈ w✈s n✈ f✈rg✈v✈n✈ss. H✈ w✈uld kn✈w ✈bscur✈ 
th✈ngs, h✈dd✈n fr✈m ✈th✈rs, fr✈m th✈s✈ wh✈ w✈r✈ c✈nc✈✈v✈d 
✈nd b✈rn ch✈ldr✈n ✈f wr✈th. H✈ w✈uld kn✈w th✈ s✈ns, th✈ s✈nful 
l✈ng✈ngs ✈nd s✈nful th✈ughts ✈nd s✈nful ✈cts, ✈f ✈th✈rs, h✈✈r✈ng 
th✈m murmur✈d ✈nt✈ h✈s ✈✈rs ✈n th✈ c✈nf✈ss✈✈n✈l und✈r th✈ 
sh✈m✈ ✈f ✈ d✈rk✈n✈d ch✈p✈l by th✈ l✈ps ✈f w✈m✈n ✈nd ✈f 
g✈rls; but r✈nd✈r✈d ✈mmun✈ myst✈r✈✈usly ✈t h✈s ✈rd✈n✈t✈✈n by 
th✈ ✈mp✈s✈t✈✈n ✈f h✈nds, h✈s s✈ul w✈uld p✈ss ✈g✈✈n 
unc✈nt✈m✈n✈t✈d t✈ th✈ wh✈t✈ p✈✈c✈ ✈f th✈ ✈lt✈r. N✈ t✈uch 
✈f s✈n w✈uld l✈ng✈r up✈n th✈ h✈nds w✈th wh✈ch h✈ w✈uld 
✈l✈v✈t✈ ✈nd br✈✈k th✈ h✈st; n✈ t✈uch ✈f s✈n w✈uld l✈ng✈r ✈n 
h✈s l✈ps ✈n pr✈y✈r t✈ m✈k✈ h✈m ✈✈t ✈nd dr✈nk d✈mn✈t✈✈n t✈ 
h✈ms✈lf n✈t d✈sc✈rn✈ng th✈ b✈dy ✈f th✈ L✈rd. H✈ w✈uld h✈ld h✈s 
s✈cr✈t kn✈wl✈dg✈ ✈nd s✈cr✈t p✈w✈r, b✈✈ng ✈s s✈nl✈ss ✈s th✈ 
✈nn✈c✈nt, ✈nd h✈ w✈uld b✈ ✈ pr✈✈st f✈r ✈v✈r ✈cc✈rd✈ng t✈ th✈ 
✈rd✈r ✈f M✈lch✈s✈d✈c. 

—✈ w✈ll ✈ff✈r up my m✈ss t✈m✈rr✈w m✈rn✈ng, s✈✈d th✈ 
d✈r✈ct✈r, th✈t ✈lm✈ghty G✈d m✈y r✈v✈✈l t✈ y✈u H✈s h✈ly w✈ll. 
✈nd l✈t y✈u, St✈ph✈n, m✈k✈ ✈ n✈v✈n✈ t✈ y✈ur h✈ly p✈tr✈n 
s✈✈nt, th✈ f✈rst m✈rtyr, wh✈ ✈s v✈ry p✈w✈rful w✈th G✈d, th✈t G✈d 
m✈y ✈nl✈ght✈n y✈ur m✈nd. But y✈u must b✈ qu✈t✈ sur✈, St✈ph✈n, 
th✈t y✈u h✈v✈ ✈ v✈c✈t✈✈n b✈c✈us✈ ✈t w✈uld b✈ t✈rr✈bl✈ ✈f 
y✈u f✈und ✈ft✈rw✈rds th✈t y✈u h✈d n✈n✈. ✈nc✈ ✈ pr✈✈st ✈lw✈ys 
✈ pr✈✈st, r✈m✈mb✈r. Y✈ur c✈t✈ch✈sm t✈lls y✈u th✈t th✈ 
s✈cr✈m✈nt ✈f H✈ly ✈rd✈rs ✈s ✈n✈ ✈f th✈s✈ wh✈ch c✈n b✈ 
r✈c✈✈v✈d ✈nly ✈nc✈ b✈c✈us✈ ✈t ✈mpr✈nts ✈n th✈ s✈ul ✈n 
✈nd✈l✈bl✈ sp✈r✈tu✈l m✈rk wh✈ch c✈n n✈v✈r b✈ ✈ff✈c✈d. ✈t ✈s 



b✈f✈r✈ y✈u must w✈✈gh w✈ll, n✈t ✈ft✈r. ✈t ✈s ✈ s✈l✈mn 
qu✈st✈✈n, St✈ph✈n, b✈c✈us✈ ✈n ✈t m✈y d✈p✈nd th✈ s✈lv✈t✈✈n 
✈f y✈ur ✈t✈rn✈l s✈ul. But w✈ w✈ll pr✈y t✈ G✈d t✈g✈th✈r. 

H✈ h✈ld ✈p✈n th✈ h✈✈vy h✈ll d✈✈r ✈nd g✈v✈ h✈s h✈nd ✈s ✈f 
✈lr✈✈dy t✈ ✈ c✈mp✈n✈✈n ✈n th✈ sp✈r✈tu✈l l✈f✈. St✈ph✈n 
p✈ss✈d ✈ut ✈n t✈ th✈ w✈d✈ pl✈tf✈rm ✈b✈v✈ th✈ st✈ps ✈nd w✈s 
c✈nsc✈✈us ✈f th✈ c✈r✈ss ✈f m✈ld ✈v✈n✈ng ✈✈r. T✈w✈rds 
F✈ndl✈t✈r’s church ✈ qu✈rt✈t ✈f y✈ung m✈n w✈r✈ str✈d✈ng ✈l✈ng 
w✈th l✈nk✈d ✈rms, sw✈y✈ng th✈✈r h✈✈ds ✈nd st✈pp✈ng t✈ th✈ 
✈g✈l✈ m✈l✈dy ✈f th✈✈r l✈✈d✈r’s c✈nc✈rt✈n✈. Th✈ mus✈c 
p✈ss✈d ✈n ✈n ✈nst✈nt, ✈s th✈ f✈rst b✈rs ✈f sudd✈n mus✈c ✈lw✈ys 
d✈d, ✈v✈r th✈ f✈nt✈st✈c f✈br✈cs ✈f h✈s m✈nd, d✈ss✈lv✈ng th✈m 
p✈✈nl✈ssly ✈nd n✈✈s✈l✈ssly ✈s ✈ sudd✈n w✈v✈ d✈ss✈lv✈s th✈ 
s✈ndbu✈lt turr✈ts ✈f ch✈ldr✈n. Sm✈l✈ng ✈t th✈ tr✈v✈✈l ✈✈r h✈ 
r✈✈s✈d h✈s ✈y✈s t✈ th✈ pr✈✈st’s f✈c✈ ✈nd, s✈✈✈ng ✈n ✈t ✈ 
m✈rthl✈ss r✈fl✈ct✈✈n ✈f th✈ sunk✈n d✈y, d✈t✈ch✈d h✈s h✈nd 
sl✈wly wh✈ch h✈d ✈cqu✈✈sc✈d f✈✈ntly ✈n th✈t c✈mp✈n✈✈nsh✈p. 
✈s h✈ d✈sc✈nd✈d th✈ st✈ps th✈ ✈mpr✈ss✈✈n wh✈ch ✈ff✈c✈d 

h✈s tr✈ubl✈d s✈lfc✈mmun✈✈n w✈s th✈t ✈f ✈ m✈rthl✈ss m✈sk 
r✈fl✈ct✈ng ✈ sunk✈n d✈y fr✈m th✈ thr✈sh✈ld ✈f th✈ c✈ll✈g✈. Th✈ 
sh✈d✈w, th✈n, ✈f th✈ l✈f✈ ✈f th✈ c✈ll✈g✈ p✈ss✈d gr✈v✈ly ✈v✈r 
h✈s c✈nsc✈✈usn✈ss. ✈t w✈s ✈ gr✈v✈ ✈nd ✈rd✈r✈d ✈nd 
p✈ss✈✈nl✈ss l✈f✈ th✈t ✈w✈✈t✈d h✈m, ✈ l✈f✈ w✈th✈ut 
m✈t✈r✈✈l c✈r✈s. H✈ w✈nd✈r✈d h✈w h✈ w✈uld p✈ss th✈ f✈rst 
n✈ght ✈n th✈ n✈v✈t✈✈t✈ ✈nd w✈th wh✈t d✈sm✈y h✈ w✈uld w✈k✈ 
th✈ f✈rst m✈rn✈ng ✈n th✈ d✈rm✈t✈ry. Th✈ tr✈ubl✈ng ✈d✈ur ✈f th✈ 
l✈ng c✈rr✈d✈rs ✈f Cl✈ng✈w✈s c✈m✈ b✈ck t✈ h✈m ✈nd h✈ h✈✈rd 
th✈ d✈scr✈✈t murmur ✈f th✈ burn✈ng g✈sfl✈m✈s. ✈t ✈nc✈ fr✈m 
✈v✈ry p✈rt ✈f h✈s b✈✈ng unr✈st b✈g✈n t✈ ✈rr✈d✈✈t✈. ✈ 
f✈v✈r✈sh qu✈ck✈n✈ng ✈f h✈s puls✈s f✈ll✈w✈d, ✈nd ✈ d✈n ✈f 
m✈✈n✈ngl✈ss w✈rds dr✈v✈ h✈s r✈✈s✈n✈d th✈ughts h✈th✈r ✈nd 
th✈th✈r c✈nfus✈dly. H✈s lungs d✈l✈t✈d ✈nd s✈nk ✈s ✈f h✈ w✈r✈ 
✈nh✈l✈ng ✈ w✈rm m✈✈st unsust✈✈n✈ng ✈✈r ✈nd h✈ sm✈lt 
✈g✈✈n th✈ m✈✈st w✈rm ✈✈r wh✈ch hung ✈n th✈ b✈th ✈n 
Cl✈ng✈w✈s ✈b✈v✈ th✈ slugg✈sh turfc✈l✈ur✈d w✈t✈r. 

S✈m✈ ✈nst✈nct, w✈k✈ng ✈t th✈s✈ m✈m✈r✈✈s, str✈ng✈r th✈n 
✈duc✈t✈✈n ✈r p✈✈ty, qu✈ck✈n✈d w✈th✈n h✈m ✈t ✈v✈ry n✈✈r 
✈ppr✈✈ch t✈ th✈t l✈f✈, ✈n ✈nst✈nct subtl✈ ✈nd h✈st✈l✈, ✈nd 



✈rm✈d h✈m ✈g✈✈nst ✈cqu✈✈sc✈nc✈. Th✈ ch✈ll ✈nd ✈rd✈r ✈f th✈ 
l✈f✈ r✈p✈ll✈d h✈m. H✈ s✈w h✈ms✈lf r✈s✈ng ✈n th✈ c✈ld ✈f th✈ 
m✈rn✈ng ✈nd f✈l✈ng d✈wn w✈th th✈ ✈th✈rs t✈ ✈✈rly m✈ss ✈nd 
try✈ng v✈✈nly t✈ struggl✈ w✈th h✈s pr✈y✈rs ✈g✈✈nst th✈ 
f✈✈nt✈ng s✈ckn✈ss ✈f h✈s st✈m✈ch. H✈ s✈w h✈ms✈lf s✈tt✈ng ✈t 
d✈nn✈r w✈th th✈ c✈mmun✈ty ✈f ✈ c✈ll✈g✈. Wh✈t, th✈n, h✈d 
b✈c✈m✈ ✈f th✈t d✈✈pr✈✈t✈d shyn✈ss ✈f h✈s wh✈ch h✈d m✈d✈ 
h✈m l✈th t✈ ✈✈t ✈r dr✈nk und✈r ✈ str✈ng✈ r✈✈f? Wh✈t h✈d c✈m✈ 
✈f th✈ pr✈d✈ ✈f h✈s sp✈r✈t wh✈ch h✈d ✈lw✈ys m✈d✈ h✈m 
c✈nc✈✈v✈ h✈ms✈lf ✈s ✈ b✈✈ng ✈p✈rt ✈n ✈v✈ry ✈rd✈r? 

Th✈ R✈v✈r✈nd St✈ph✈n D✈d✈lus, S. J. 
H✈s n✈m✈ ✈n th✈t n✈w l✈f✈ l✈✈p✈d ✈nt✈ ch✈r✈ct✈rs b✈f✈r✈ 

h✈s ✈y✈s ✈nd t✈ ✈t th✈r✈ f✈ll✈w✈d ✈ m✈nt✈l s✈ns✈t✈✈n ✈f ✈n 
und✈f✈n✈d f✈c✈ ✈r c✈l✈ur ✈f ✈ f✈c✈. Th✈ c✈l✈ur f✈d✈d ✈nd 
b✈c✈m✈ str✈ng l✈k✈ ✈ ch✈ng✈ng gl✈w ✈f p✈ll✈d br✈ck r✈d. W✈s 
✈t th✈ r✈w r✈dd✈sh gl✈w h✈ h✈d s✈ ✈ft✈n s✈✈n ✈n w✈ntry 
m✈rn✈ngs ✈n th✈ sh✈v✈n g✈lls ✈f th✈ pr✈✈sts? Th✈ f✈c✈ w✈s 
✈y✈l✈ss ✈nd s✈urf✈v✈ur✈d ✈nd d✈v✈ut, sh✈t w✈th p✈nk t✈ng✈s 
✈f suff✈c✈t✈d ✈ng✈r. W✈s ✈t n✈t ✈ m✈nt✈l sp✈ctr✈ ✈f th✈ f✈c✈ 
✈f ✈n✈ ✈f th✈ j✈su✈ts wh✈m s✈m✈ ✈f th✈ b✈ys c✈ll✈d L✈nt✈rn 
J✈ws ✈nd ✈th✈rs F✈xy C✈mpb✈ll? 

H✈ w✈s p✈ss✈ng ✈t th✈t m✈m✈nt b✈f✈r✈ th✈ j✈su✈t h✈us✈ ✈n 
G✈rd✈n✈r Str✈✈t, ✈nd w✈nd✈r✈d v✈gu✈ly wh✈ch w✈nd✈w w✈uld 
b✈ h✈s ✈f h✈ ✈v✈r j✈✈n✈d th✈ ✈rd✈r. Th✈n h✈ w✈nd✈r✈d ✈t th✈ 
v✈gu✈n✈ss ✈f h✈s w✈nd✈r, ✈t th✈ r✈m✈t✈n✈ss ✈f h✈s ✈wn s✈ul 
fr✈m wh✈t h✈ h✈d h✈th✈rt✈ ✈m✈g✈n✈d h✈r s✈nctu✈ry, ✈t th✈ 
fr✈✈l h✈ld wh✈ch s✈ m✈ny y✈✈rs ✈f ✈rd✈r ✈nd ✈b✈d✈✈nc✈ h✈d 
✈f h✈m wh✈n ✈nc✈ ✈ d✈f✈n✈t✈ ✈nd ✈rr✈v✈c✈bl✈ ✈ct ✈f h✈s 
thr✈✈t✈n✈d t✈ ✈nd f✈r ✈v✈r, ✈n t✈m✈ ✈nd ✈n ✈t✈rn✈ty, h✈s 
fr✈✈d✈m. Th✈ v✈✈c✈ ✈f th✈ d✈r✈ct✈r urg✈ng up✈n h✈m th✈ 
pr✈ud cl✈✈ms ✈f th✈ church ✈nd th✈ myst✈ry ✈nd p✈w✈r ✈f th✈ 
pr✈✈stly ✈ff✈c✈ r✈p✈✈t✈d ✈ts✈lf ✈dly ✈n h✈s m✈m✈ry. H✈s s✈ul 
w✈s n✈t th✈r✈ t✈ h✈✈r ✈nd gr✈✈t ✈t ✈nd h✈ kn✈w n✈w th✈t th✈ 
✈xh✈rt✈t✈✈n h✈ h✈d l✈st✈n✈d t✈ h✈d ✈lr✈✈dy f✈ll✈n ✈nt✈ ✈n 
✈dl✈ f✈rm✈l t✈l✈. H✈ w✈uld n✈v✈r sw✈ng th✈ thur✈bl✈ b✈f✈r✈ 
th✈ t✈b✈rn✈cl✈ ✈s pr✈✈st. H✈s d✈st✈ny w✈s t✈ b✈ ✈lus✈v✈ ✈f 
s✈c✈✈l ✈r r✈l✈g✈✈us ✈rd✈rs. Th✈ w✈sd✈m ✈f th✈ pr✈✈st’s 
✈pp✈✈l d✈d n✈t t✈uch h✈m t✈ th✈ qu✈ck. H✈ w✈s d✈st✈n✈d t✈ 



l✈✈rn h✈s ✈wn w✈sd✈m ✈p✈rt fr✈m ✈th✈rs ✈r t✈ l✈✈rn th✈ 
w✈sd✈m ✈f ✈th✈rs h✈ms✈lf w✈nd✈r✈ng ✈m✈ng th✈ sn✈r✈s ✈f th✈ 
w✈rld. 

Th✈ sn✈r✈s ✈f th✈ w✈rld w✈r✈ ✈ts w✈ys ✈f s✈n. H✈ w✈uld f✈ll. 
H✈ h✈d n✈t y✈t f✈ll✈n but h✈ w✈uld f✈ll s✈l✈ntly, ✈n ✈n ✈nst✈nt. 
N✈t t✈ f✈ll w✈s t✈✈ h✈rd, t✈✈ h✈rd; ✈nd h✈ f✈lt th✈ s✈l✈nt l✈ps✈ 
✈f h✈s s✈ul, ✈s ✈t w✈uld b✈ ✈t s✈m✈ ✈nst✈nt t✈ c✈m✈, f✈ll✈ng, 
f✈ll✈ng, but n✈t y✈t f✈ll✈n, st✈ll unf✈ll✈n, but ✈b✈ut t✈ f✈ll. 

H✈ cr✈ss✈d th✈ br✈dg✈ ✈v✈r th✈ str✈✈m ✈f th✈ T✈lk✈ ✈nd 
turn✈d h✈s ✈y✈s c✈ldly f✈r ✈n ✈nst✈nt t✈w✈rds th✈ f✈d✈d blu✈ 
shr✈n✈ ✈f th✈ Bl✈ss✈d V✈rg✈n wh✈ch st✈✈d f✈wl-w✈s✈ ✈n ✈ 
p✈l✈ ✈n th✈ m✈ddl✈ ✈f ✈ h✈msh✈p✈d ✈nc✈mpm✈nt ✈f p✈✈r 
c✈tt✈g✈s. Th✈n, b✈nd✈ng t✈ th✈ l✈ft, h✈ f✈ll✈w✈d th✈ l✈n✈ 
wh✈ch l✈d up t✈ h✈s h✈us✈. Th✈ f✈✈nt s✈ur st✈nk ✈f r✈tt✈d 
c✈bb✈g✈s c✈m✈ t✈w✈rds h✈m fr✈m th✈ k✈tch✈n g✈rd✈ns ✈n th✈ 
r✈s✈ng gr✈und ✈b✈v✈ th✈ r✈v✈r. H✈ sm✈l✈d t✈ th✈nk th✈t ✈t w✈s 
th✈s d✈s✈rd✈r, th✈ m✈srul✈ ✈nd c✈nfus✈✈n ✈f h✈s f✈th✈r’s 
h✈us✈ ✈nd th✈ st✈gn✈t✈✈n ✈f v✈g✈t✈bl✈ l✈f✈, wh✈ch w✈s t✈ 
w✈n th✈ d✈y ✈n h✈s s✈ul. Th✈n ✈ sh✈rt l✈ugh br✈k✈ fr✈m h✈s l✈ps 
✈s h✈ th✈ught ✈f th✈t s✈l✈t✈ry f✈rmh✈nd ✈n th✈ k✈tch✈n g✈rd✈ns 
b✈h✈nd th✈✈r h✈us✈ wh✈m th✈y h✈d n✈ckn✈m✈d th✈ m✈n w✈th 
th✈ h✈t. ✈ s✈c✈nd l✈ugh, t✈k✈ng r✈s✈ fr✈m th✈ f✈rst ✈ft✈r ✈ 
p✈us✈, br✈k✈ fr✈m h✈m ✈nv✈lunt✈r✈ly ✈s h✈ th✈ught ✈f h✈w th✈ 
m✈n w✈th th✈ h✈t w✈rk✈d, c✈ns✈d✈r✈ng ✈n turn th✈ f✈ur p✈✈nts 
✈f th✈ sky ✈nd th✈n r✈gr✈tfully plung✈ng h✈s sp✈d✈ ✈n th✈ ✈✈rth. 

H✈ push✈d ✈p✈n th✈ l✈tchl✈ss d✈✈r ✈f th✈ p✈rch ✈nd p✈ss✈d 
thr✈ugh th✈ n✈k✈d h✈llw✈y ✈nt✈ th✈ k✈tch✈n. ✈ gr✈up ✈f h✈s 
br✈th✈rs ✈nd s✈st✈rs w✈s s✈tt✈ng r✈und th✈ t✈bl✈. T✈✈ w✈s 
n✈✈rly ✈v✈r ✈nd ✈nly th✈ l✈st ✈f th✈ s✈c✈nd w✈t✈r✈d t✈✈ 
r✈m✈✈n✈d ✈n th✈ b✈tt✈ms ✈f th✈ sm✈ll gl✈ss j✈rs ✈nd j✈mp✈ts 
wh✈ch d✈d s✈rv✈c✈ f✈r t✈✈cups. D✈sc✈rd✈d crusts ✈nd lumps ✈f 
sug✈r✈d br✈✈d, turn✈d br✈wn by th✈ t✈✈ wh✈ch h✈d b✈✈n p✈ur✈d 
✈v✈r th✈m, l✈y sc✈tt✈r✈d ✈n th✈ t✈bl✈. L✈ttl✈ w✈lls ✈f t✈✈ l✈y 
h✈r✈ ✈nd th✈r✈ ✈n th✈ b✈✈rd, ✈nd ✈ kn✈f✈ w✈th ✈ br✈k✈n 
✈v✈ry h✈ndl✈ w✈s stuck thr✈ugh th✈ p✈th ✈f ✈ r✈v✈g✈d turn✈v✈r. 

Th✈ s✈d qu✈✈t gr✈yblu✈ gl✈w ✈f th✈ dy✈ng d✈y c✈m✈ thr✈ugh 
th✈ w✈nd✈w ✈nd th✈ ✈p✈n d✈✈r, c✈v✈r✈ng ✈v✈r ✈nd ✈ll✈y✈ng 
qu✈✈tly ✈ sudd✈n ✈nst✈nct ✈f r✈m✈rs✈ ✈n St✈ph✈n’s h✈✈rt. ✈ll 



th✈t h✈d b✈✈n d✈n✈✈d th✈m h✈d b✈✈n fr✈✈ly g✈v✈n t✈ h✈m, 
th✈ ✈ld✈st; but th✈ qu✈✈t gl✈w ✈f ✈v✈n✈ng sh✈w✈d h✈m ✈n 
th✈✈r f✈c✈s n✈ s✈gn ✈f r✈nc✈ur. 

H✈ s✈t n✈✈r th✈m ✈t th✈ t✈bl✈ ✈nd ✈sk✈d wh✈r✈ h✈s f✈th✈r 
✈nd m✈th✈r w✈r✈. ✈n✈ ✈nsw✈r✈d: 

—G✈n✈b✈r✈ t✈b✈r✈ l✈✈kb✈r✈ ✈tb✈r✈ ✈b✈r✈ h✈us✈b✈r✈. 
St✈ll ✈n✈th✈r r✈m✈v✈l! ✈ b✈y n✈m✈d F✈ll✈n, ✈n B✈lv✈d✈r✈, 

h✈d ✈ft✈n ✈sk✈d h✈m w✈th ✈ s✈lly l✈ugh why th✈y m✈v✈d s✈ 
✈ft✈n. ✈ fr✈wn ✈f sc✈rn d✈rk✈n✈d qu✈ckly h✈s f✈r✈h✈✈d ✈s h✈ 
h✈✈rd ✈g✈✈n th✈ s✈lly l✈ugh ✈f th✈ qu✈st✈✈n✈r. 

H✈ ✈sk✈d: 
—Why ✈r✈ w✈ ✈n th✈ m✈v✈ ✈g✈✈n ✈f ✈t’s ✈ f✈✈r qu✈st✈✈n? 
—B✈c✈us✈b✈r✈ th✈b✈r✈ l✈ndb✈r✈ l✈rdb✈r✈ w✈llb✈r✈ 

putb✈r✈ usb✈r✈ ✈utb✈r✈. 
Th✈ v✈✈c✈ ✈f h✈s y✈ung✈st br✈th✈r fr✈m th✈ f✈rth✈r s✈d✈ ✈f 

th✈ f✈r✈pl✈c✈ b✈g✈n t✈ s✈ng th✈ ✈✈r ✈ft ✈n th✈ St✈lly N✈ght. 
✈n✈ by ✈n✈ th✈ ✈th✈rs t✈✈k up th✈ ✈✈r unt✈l ✈ full ch✈✈r ✈f 
v✈✈c✈s w✈s s✈ng✈ng. Th✈y w✈uld s✈ng s✈ f✈r h✈urs, m✈l✈dy 
✈ft✈r m✈l✈dy, gl✈✈ ✈ft✈r gl✈✈, t✈ll th✈ l✈st p✈l✈ l✈ght d✈✈d 
d✈wn ✈n th✈ h✈r✈z✈n, t✈ll th✈ f✈rst d✈rk n✈ghtcl✈uds c✈m✈ f✈rth 
✈nd n✈ght f✈ll. 

H✈ w✈✈t✈d f✈r s✈m✈ m✈m✈nts, l✈st✈n✈ng, b✈f✈r✈ h✈ t✈✈ 
t✈✈k up th✈ ✈✈r w✈th th✈m. H✈ w✈s l✈st✈n✈ng w✈th p✈✈n ✈f 
sp✈r✈t t✈ th✈ ✈v✈rt✈n✈ ✈f w✈✈r✈n✈ss b✈h✈nd th✈✈r fr✈✈l 
fr✈sh ✈nn✈c✈nt v✈✈c✈s. ✈v✈n b✈f✈r✈ th✈y s✈t ✈ut ✈n l✈f✈’s 
j✈urn✈y th✈y s✈✈m✈d w✈✈ry ✈lr✈✈dy ✈f th✈ w✈y. 

H✈ h✈✈rd th✈ ch✈✈r ✈f v✈✈c✈s ✈n th✈ k✈tch✈n ✈ch✈✈d ✈nd 
mult✈pl✈✈d thr✈ugh ✈n ✈ndl✈ss r✈v✈rb✈r✈t✈✈n ✈f th✈ ch✈✈rs 
✈f ✈ndl✈ss g✈n✈r✈t✈✈ns ✈f ch✈ldr✈n ✈nd h✈✈rd ✈n ✈ll th✈ 
✈ch✈✈s ✈n ✈ch✈ ✈ls✈ ✈f th✈ r✈curr✈ng n✈t✈ ✈f w✈✈r✈n✈ss 
✈nd p✈✈n. ✈ll s✈✈m✈d w✈✈ry ✈f l✈f✈ ✈v✈n b✈f✈r✈ ✈nt✈r✈ng 
up✈n ✈t. ✈nd h✈ r✈m✈mb✈r✈d th✈t N✈wm✈n h✈d h✈✈rd th✈s 
n✈t✈ ✈ls✈ ✈n th✈ br✈k✈n l✈n✈s ✈f V✈rg✈l, “g✈v✈ng utt✈r✈nc✈, 
l✈k✈ th✈ v✈✈c✈ ✈f N✈tur✈ h✈rs✈lf, t✈ th✈t p✈✈n ✈nd 
w✈✈r✈n✈ss y✈t h✈p✈ ✈f b✈tt✈r th✈ngs wh✈ch h✈s b✈✈n th✈ 
✈xp✈r✈✈nc✈ ✈f h✈r ch✈ldr✈n ✈n ✈v✈ry t✈m✈.” 



 

H✈ c✈uld w✈✈t n✈ l✈ng✈r. 
Fr✈m th✈ d✈✈r ✈f Byr✈n’s publ✈c-h✈us✈ t✈ th✈ g✈t✈ ✈f Cl✈nt✈rf 

Ch✈p✈l, fr✈m th✈ g✈t✈ ✈f Cl✈nt✈rf Ch✈p✈l t✈ th✈ d✈✈r ✈f 
Byr✈n’s publ✈c-h✈us✈ ✈nd th✈n b✈ck ✈g✈✈n t✈ th✈ ch✈p✈l ✈nd 
th✈n b✈ck ✈g✈✈n t✈ th✈ publ✈c-h✈us✈ h✈ h✈d p✈c✈d sl✈wly ✈t 
f✈rst, pl✈nt✈ng h✈s st✈ps scrupul✈usly ✈n th✈ sp✈c✈s ✈f th✈ 
p✈tchw✈rk ✈f th✈ f✈✈tp✈th, th✈n t✈m✈ng th✈✈r f✈ll t✈ th✈ f✈ll ✈f 
v✈rs✈s. ✈ full h✈ur h✈d p✈ss✈d s✈nc✈ h✈s f✈th✈r h✈d g✈n✈ ✈n 
w✈th D✈n Cr✈sby, th✈ tut✈r, t✈ f✈nd ✈ut f✈r h✈m s✈m✈th✈ng ✈b✈ut 
th✈ un✈v✈rs✈ty. F✈r ✈ full h✈ur h✈ h✈d p✈c✈d up ✈nd d✈wn, 
w✈✈t✈ng: but h✈ c✈uld w✈✈t n✈ l✈ng✈r. 

H✈ s✈t ✈ff ✈bruptly f✈r th✈ Bull, w✈lk✈ng r✈p✈dly l✈st h✈s 
f✈th✈r’s shr✈ll wh✈stl✈ m✈ght c✈ll h✈m b✈ck; ✈nd ✈n ✈ f✈w 
m✈m✈nts h✈ h✈d r✈und✈d th✈ curv✈ ✈t th✈ p✈l✈c✈ b✈rr✈ck ✈nd 
w✈s s✈f✈. 

Y✈s, h✈s m✈th✈r w✈s h✈st✈l✈ t✈ th✈ ✈d✈✈, ✈s h✈ h✈d r✈✈d 
fr✈m h✈r l✈stl✈ss s✈l✈nc✈. Y✈t h✈r m✈strust pr✈ck✈d h✈m m✈r✈ 
k✈✈nly th✈n h✈s f✈th✈r’s pr✈d✈ ✈nd h✈ th✈ught c✈ldly h✈w h✈ h✈d 
w✈tch✈d th✈ f✈✈th wh✈ch w✈s f✈d✈ng d✈wn ✈n h✈s s✈ul ✈g✈✈ng 
✈nd str✈ngth✈n✈ng ✈n h✈r ✈y✈s. ✈ d✈m ✈nt✈g✈n✈sm g✈th✈r✈d 
f✈rc✈ w✈th✈n h✈m ✈nd d✈rk✈n✈d h✈s m✈nd ✈s ✈ cl✈ud ✈g✈✈nst 
h✈r d✈sl✈y✈lty ✈nd wh✈n ✈t p✈ss✈d, cl✈udl✈k✈, l✈✈v✈ng h✈s 
m✈nd s✈r✈n✈ ✈nd dut✈ful t✈w✈rds h✈r ✈g✈✈n, h✈ w✈s m✈d✈ 
✈w✈r✈ d✈mly ✈nd w✈th✈ut r✈gr✈t ✈f ✈ f✈rst n✈✈s✈l✈ss 
sund✈r✈ng ✈f th✈✈r l✈v✈s. 

Th✈ un✈v✈rs✈ty! S✈ h✈ h✈d p✈ss✈d b✈y✈nd th✈ ch✈ll✈ng✈ ✈f 
th✈ s✈ntr✈✈s wh✈ h✈d st✈✈d ✈s gu✈rd✈✈ns ✈f h✈s b✈yh✈✈d ✈nd 
h✈d s✈ught t✈ k✈✈p h✈m ✈m✈ng th✈m th✈t h✈ m✈ght b✈ subj✈ct t✈ 
th✈m ✈nd s✈rv✈ th✈✈r ✈nds. Pr✈d✈ ✈ft✈r s✈t✈sf✈ct✈✈n upl✈ft✈d 
h✈m l✈k✈ l✈ng sl✈w w✈v✈s. Th✈ ✈nd h✈ h✈d b✈✈n b✈rn t✈ s✈rv✈ 
y✈t d✈d n✈t s✈✈ h✈d l✈d h✈m t✈ ✈sc✈p✈ by ✈n uns✈✈n p✈th ✈nd 
n✈w ✈t b✈ck✈n✈d t✈ h✈m ✈nc✈ m✈r✈ ✈nd ✈ n✈w ✈dv✈ntur✈ w✈s 
✈b✈ut t✈ b✈ ✈p✈n✈d t✈ h✈m. ✈t s✈✈m✈d t✈ h✈m th✈t h✈ h✈✈rd 
n✈t✈s ✈f f✈tful mus✈c l✈✈p✈ng upw✈rds ✈ t✈n✈ ✈nd d✈wnw✈rds ✈ 
d✈m✈n✈sh✈d f✈urth, upw✈rds ✈ t✈n✈ ✈nd d✈wnw✈rds ✈ m✈j✈r 
th✈rd, l✈k✈ tr✈pl✈-br✈nch✈ng fl✈m✈s l✈✈p✈ng f✈tfully, fl✈m✈ 



✈ft✈r fl✈m✈, ✈ut ✈f ✈ m✈dn✈ght w✈✈d. ✈t w✈s ✈n ✈lf✈n 
pr✈lud✈, ✈ndl✈ss ✈nd f✈rml✈ss; ✈nd, ✈s ✈t gr✈w w✈ld✈r ✈nd 
f✈st✈r, th✈ fl✈m✈s l✈✈p✈ng ✈ut ✈f t✈m✈, h✈ s✈✈m✈d t✈ h✈✈r 
fr✈m und✈r th✈ b✈ughs ✈nd gr✈ss✈s w✈ld cr✈✈tur✈s r✈c✈ng, th✈✈r 
f✈✈t p✈tt✈r✈ng l✈k✈ r✈✈n up✈n th✈ l✈✈v✈s. Th✈✈r f✈✈t 
p✈ss✈d ✈n p✈tt✈r✈ng tumult ✈v✈r h✈s m✈nd, th✈ f✈✈t ✈f h✈r✈s 
✈nd r✈bb✈ts, th✈ f✈✈t ✈f h✈rts ✈nd h✈nds ✈nd ✈nt✈l✈p✈s, unt✈l 
h✈ h✈✈rd th✈m n✈ m✈r✈ ✈nd r✈m✈mb✈r✈d ✈nly ✈ pr✈ud 
c✈d✈nc✈ fr✈m N✈wm✈n: 

—Wh✈s✈ f✈✈t ✈r✈ ✈s th✈ f✈✈t ✈f h✈rts ✈nd und✈rn✈✈th th✈ 
✈v✈rl✈st✈ng ✈rms. 

Th✈ pr✈d✈ ✈f th✈t d✈m ✈m✈g✈ br✈ught b✈ck t✈ h✈s m✈nd th✈ 
d✈gn✈ty ✈f th✈ ✈ff✈c✈ h✈ h✈d r✈fus✈d. ✈ll thr✈ugh h✈s b✈yh✈✈d 
h✈ h✈d mus✈d up✈n th✈t wh✈ch h✈ h✈d s✈ ✈ft✈n th✈ught t✈ b✈ h✈s 
d✈st✈ny ✈nd wh✈n th✈ m✈m✈nt h✈d c✈m✈ f✈r h✈m t✈ ✈b✈y th✈ 
c✈ll h✈ h✈d turn✈d ✈s✈d✈, ✈b✈y✈ng ✈ w✈yw✈rd ✈nst✈nct. N✈w 
t✈m✈ l✈y b✈tw✈✈n: th✈ ✈✈ls ✈f ✈rd✈n✈t✈✈n w✈uld n✈v✈r 
✈n✈✈nt h✈s b✈dy. H✈ h✈d r✈fus✈d. Why? 

H✈ turn✈d s✈✈w✈rd fr✈m th✈ r✈✈d ✈t D✈llym✈unt ✈nd ✈s h✈ 
p✈ss✈d ✈n t✈ th✈ th✈n w✈✈d✈n br✈dg✈ h✈ f✈lt th✈ pl✈nks 
sh✈k✈ng w✈th th✈ tr✈mp ✈f h✈✈v✈ly sh✈d f✈✈t. ✈ squ✈d ✈f 
Chr✈st✈✈n Br✈th✈rs w✈s ✈n ✈ts w✈y b✈ck fr✈m th✈ Bull ✈nd h✈d 
b✈gun t✈ p✈ss, tw✈ by tw✈, ✈cr✈ss th✈ br✈dg✈. S✈✈n th✈ wh✈l✈ 
br✈dg✈ w✈s tr✈mbl✈ng ✈nd r✈s✈und✈ng. Th✈ unc✈uth f✈c✈s 
p✈ss✈d h✈m tw✈ by tw✈, st✈✈n✈d y✈ll✈w ✈r r✈d ✈r l✈v✈d by th✈ 
s✈✈, ✈nd, ✈s h✈ str✈v✈ t✈ l✈✈k ✈t th✈m w✈th ✈✈s✈ ✈nd 
✈nd✈ff✈r✈nc✈, ✈ f✈✈nt st✈✈n ✈f p✈rs✈n✈l sh✈m✈ ✈nd 
c✈mm✈s✈r✈t✈✈n r✈s✈ t✈ h✈s ✈wn f✈c✈. ✈ngry w✈th h✈ms✈lf h✈ 
tr✈✈d t✈ h✈d✈ h✈s f✈c✈ fr✈m th✈✈r ✈y✈s by g✈z✈ng d✈wn 
s✈d✈w✈ys ✈nt✈ th✈ sh✈ll✈w sw✈rl✈ng w✈t✈r und✈r th✈ br✈dg✈ 
but h✈ st✈ll s✈w ✈ r✈fl✈ct✈✈n th✈r✈✈n ✈f th✈✈r t✈ph✈✈vy s✈lk 
h✈ts ✈nd humbl✈ t✈p✈l✈k✈ c✈ll✈rs ✈nd l✈✈s✈ly h✈ng✈ng 
cl✈r✈c✈l cl✈th✈s. 

—Br✈th✈r H✈ck✈y. 
Br✈th✈r Qu✈✈d. 
Br✈th✈r M✈c✈rdl✈. 
Br✈th✈r K✈✈gh.— 



Th✈✈r p✈✈ty w✈uld b✈ l✈k✈ th✈✈r n✈m✈s, l✈k✈ th✈✈r f✈c✈s, 
l✈k✈ th✈✈r cl✈th✈s, ✈nd ✈t w✈s ✈dl✈ f✈r h✈m t✈ t✈ll h✈ms✈lf 
th✈t th✈✈r humbl✈ ✈nd c✈ntr✈t✈ h✈✈rts, ✈t m✈ght b✈, p✈✈d ✈ f✈r 
r✈ch✈r tr✈but✈ ✈f d✈v✈t✈✈n th✈n h✈s h✈d ✈v✈r b✈✈n, ✈ g✈ft 
t✈nf✈ld m✈r✈ ✈cc✈pt✈bl✈ th✈n h✈s ✈l✈b✈r✈t✈ ✈d✈r✈t✈✈n. ✈t 
w✈s ✈dl✈ f✈r h✈m t✈ m✈v✈ h✈ms✈lf t✈ b✈ g✈n✈r✈us t✈w✈rds 
th✈m, t✈ t✈ll h✈ms✈lf th✈t ✈f h✈ ✈v✈r c✈m✈ t✈ th✈✈r g✈t✈s, 
str✈pp✈d ✈f h✈s pr✈d✈, b✈✈t✈n ✈nd ✈n b✈gg✈r’s w✈✈ds, th✈t 
th✈y w✈uld b✈ g✈n✈r✈us t✈w✈rds h✈m, l✈v✈ng h✈m ✈s 
th✈ms✈lv✈s. ✈dl✈ ✈nd ✈mb✈tt✈r✈ng, f✈n✈lly, t✈ ✈rgu✈, ✈g✈✈nst 
h✈s ✈wn d✈sp✈ss✈✈n✈t✈ c✈rt✈tud✈, th✈t th✈ c✈mm✈ndm✈nt ✈f 
l✈v✈ b✈d✈ us n✈t t✈ l✈v✈ ✈ur n✈✈ghb✈ur ✈s ✈urs✈lv✈s w✈th th✈ 
s✈m✈ ✈m✈unt ✈nd ✈nt✈ns✈ty ✈f l✈v✈ but t✈ l✈v✈ h✈m ✈s 
✈urs✈lv✈s w✈th th✈ s✈m✈ k✈nd ✈f l✈v✈. 

H✈ dr✈w f✈rth ✈ phr✈s✈ fr✈m h✈s tr✈✈sur✈ ✈nd sp✈k✈ ✈t s✈ftly 
t✈ h✈ms✈lf: 

—✈ d✈y ✈f d✈ppl✈d s✈✈b✈rn✈ cl✈uds. 
Th✈ phr✈s✈ ✈nd th✈ d✈y ✈nd th✈ sc✈n✈ h✈rm✈n✈s✈d ✈n ✈ 

ch✈rd. W✈rds. W✈s ✈t th✈✈r c✈l✈urs? H✈ ✈ll✈w✈d th✈m t✈ gl✈w 
✈nd f✈d✈, hu✈ ✈ft✈r hu✈: sunr✈s✈ g✈ld, th✈ russ✈t ✈nd gr✈✈n ✈f 
✈ppl✈ ✈rch✈rds, ✈zur✈ ✈f w✈v✈s, th✈ gr✈yfr✈ng✈d fl✈✈c✈ ✈f 
cl✈uds. N✈, ✈t w✈s n✈t th✈✈r c✈l✈urs: ✈t w✈s th✈ p✈✈s✈ ✈nd 
b✈l✈nc✈ ✈f th✈ p✈r✈✈d ✈ts✈lf. D✈d h✈ th✈n l✈v✈ th✈ rhythm✈c 
r✈s✈ ✈nd f✈ll ✈f w✈rds b✈tt✈r th✈n th✈✈r ✈ss✈c✈✈t✈✈ns ✈f 
l✈g✈nd ✈nd c✈l✈ur? ✈r w✈s ✈t th✈t, b✈✈ng ✈s w✈✈k ✈f s✈ght ✈s 
h✈ w✈s shy ✈f m✈nd, h✈ dr✈w l✈ss pl✈✈sur✈ fr✈m th✈ r✈fl✈ct✈✈n 
✈f th✈ gl✈w✈ng s✈ns✈bl✈ w✈rld thr✈ugh th✈ pr✈sm ✈f ✈ l✈ngu✈g✈ 
m✈nyc✈l✈ur✈d ✈nd r✈chly st✈r✈✈d th✈n fr✈m th✈ 
c✈nt✈mpl✈t✈✈n ✈f ✈n ✈nn✈r w✈rld ✈f ✈nd✈v✈du✈l ✈m✈t✈✈ns 
m✈rr✈r✈d p✈rf✈ctly ✈n ✈ luc✈d suppl✈ p✈r✈✈d✈c pr✈s✈? 

H✈ p✈ss✈d fr✈m th✈ tr✈mbl✈ng br✈dg✈ ✈n t✈ f✈rm l✈nd ✈g✈✈n. 
✈t th✈t ✈nst✈nt, ✈s ✈t s✈✈m✈d t✈ h✈m, th✈ ✈✈r w✈s ch✈ll✈d ✈nd, 
l✈✈k✈ng ✈sk✈nc✈ t✈w✈rds th✈ w✈t✈r, h✈ s✈w ✈ fly✈ng squ✈ll 
d✈rk✈n✈ng ✈nd cr✈sp✈ng sudd✈nly th✈ t✈d✈. ✈ f✈✈nt cl✈ck ✈t h✈s 
h✈✈rt, ✈ f✈✈nt thr✈b ✈n h✈s thr✈✈t t✈ld h✈m ✈nc✈ m✈r✈ ✈f h✈w 
h✈s fl✈sh dr✈✈d✈d th✈ c✈ld ✈nfr✈hum✈n ✈d✈ur ✈f th✈ s✈✈; y✈t 
h✈ d✈d n✈t str✈k✈ ✈cr✈ss th✈ d✈wns ✈n h✈s l✈ft but h✈ld str✈✈ght 



✈n ✈l✈ng th✈ sp✈n✈ ✈f r✈cks th✈t p✈✈nt✈d ✈g✈✈nst th✈ r✈v✈r’s 
m✈uth. 
✈ v✈✈l✈d sunl✈ght l✈t up f✈✈ntly th✈ gr✈y sh✈✈t ✈f w✈t✈r 

wh✈r✈ th✈ r✈v✈r w✈s ✈mb✈y✈d. ✈n th✈ d✈st✈nc✈ ✈l✈ng th✈ 
c✈urs✈ ✈f th✈ sl✈wfl✈w✈ng L✈ff✈y sl✈nd✈r m✈sts fl✈ck✈d th✈ sky 
✈nd, m✈r✈ d✈st✈nt st✈ll, th✈ d✈m f✈br✈c ✈f th✈ c✈ty l✈y pr✈n✈ 
✈n h✈z✈. L✈k✈ ✈ sc✈n✈ ✈n s✈m✈ v✈gu✈ ✈rr✈s, ✈ld ✈s m✈n’s 
w✈✈r✈n✈ss, th✈ ✈m✈g✈ ✈f th✈ s✈v✈nth c✈ty ✈f chr✈st✈nd✈m 
w✈s v✈s✈bl✈ t✈ h✈m ✈cr✈ss th✈ t✈m✈l✈ss ✈✈r, n✈ ✈ld✈r n✈r 
m✈r✈ w✈✈ry n✈r l✈ss p✈t✈✈nt ✈f subj✈ct✈✈n th✈n ✈n th✈ d✈ys 
✈f th✈ th✈ngm✈t✈. 

D✈sh✈✈rt✈n✈d, h✈ r✈✈s✈d h✈s ✈y✈s t✈w✈rds th✈ 
sl✈wdr✈ft✈ng cl✈uds, d✈ppl✈d ✈nd s✈✈b✈rn✈. Th✈y w✈r✈ 
v✈y✈g✈ng ✈cr✈ss th✈ d✈s✈rts ✈f th✈ sky, ✈ h✈st ✈f n✈m✈ds ✈n 
th✈ m✈rch, v✈y✈g✈ng h✈gh ✈v✈r ✈r✈l✈nd, w✈stw✈rd b✈und. Th✈ 
✈ur✈p✈ th✈y h✈d c✈m✈ fr✈m l✈y ✈ut th✈r✈ b✈y✈nd th✈ ✈r✈sh 
S✈✈, ✈ur✈p✈ ✈f str✈ng✈ t✈ngu✈s ✈nd v✈ll✈y✈d ✈nd 
w✈✈db✈g✈rt ✈nd c✈t✈d✈ll✈d ✈nd ✈f ✈ntr✈nch✈d ✈nd 
m✈rsh✈ll✈d r✈c✈s. H✈ h✈✈rd ✈ c✈nfus✈d mus✈c w✈th✈n h✈m ✈s 
✈f m✈m✈r✈✈s ✈nd n✈m✈s wh✈ch h✈ w✈s ✈lm✈st c✈nsc✈✈us ✈f 
but c✈uld n✈t c✈ptur✈ ✈v✈n f✈r ✈n ✈nst✈nt; th✈n th✈ mus✈c 
s✈✈m✈d t✈ r✈c✈d✈, t✈ r✈c✈d✈, t✈ r✈c✈d✈, ✈nd fr✈m ✈✈ch 
r✈c✈d✈ng tr✈✈l ✈f n✈bul✈us mus✈c th✈r✈ f✈ll ✈lw✈ys ✈n✈ 
l✈ngdr✈wn c✈ll✈ng n✈t✈, p✈✈rc✈ng l✈k✈ ✈ st✈r th✈ dusk ✈f 
s✈l✈nc✈. ✈g✈✈n! ✈g✈✈n! ✈g✈✈n! ✈ v✈✈c✈ fr✈m b✈y✈nd th✈ 
w✈rld w✈s c✈ll✈ng. 

—H✈ll✈, St✈ph✈n✈s! 
—H✈r✈ c✈m✈s Th✈ D✈d✈lus! 
—✈✈!... ✈h, g✈v✈ ✈t ✈v✈r, Dwy✈r, ✈’m t✈ll✈ng y✈u, ✈r ✈’ll 

g✈v✈ y✈u ✈ stuff ✈n th✈ k✈ss✈r f✈r y✈urs✈lf.... ✈✈! 
—G✈✈d m✈n, T✈ws✈r! Duck h✈m! 
—C✈m✈ ✈l✈ng, D✈d✈lus! B✈us St✈ph✈n✈um✈n✈s! B✈us 

St✈ph✈n✈f✈r✈s! 
—Duck h✈m! Guzzl✈ h✈m n✈w, T✈ws✈r! 
—H✈lp! H✈lp!... ✈✈! 
H✈ r✈c✈gn✈s✈d th✈✈r sp✈✈ch c✈ll✈ct✈v✈ly b✈f✈r✈ h✈ 

d✈st✈ngu✈sh✈d th✈✈r f✈c✈s. Th✈ m✈r✈ s✈ght ✈f th✈t m✈dl✈y ✈f 



w✈t n✈k✈dn✈ss ch✈ll✈d h✈m t✈ th✈ b✈n✈. Th✈✈r b✈d✈✈s, 
c✈rps✈wh✈t✈ ✈r suffus✈d w✈th ✈ p✈ll✈d g✈ld✈n l✈ght ✈r r✈wly 
t✈nn✈d by th✈ sun, gl✈✈m✈d w✈th th✈ w✈t ✈f th✈ s✈✈. Th✈✈r 
d✈v✈ngst✈n✈, p✈✈s✈d ✈n ✈ts rud✈ supp✈rts ✈nd r✈ck✈ng und✈r 
th✈✈r plung✈s, ✈nd th✈ r✈ugh-h✈wn st✈n✈s ✈f th✈ sl✈p✈ng 
br✈✈kw✈t✈r ✈v✈r wh✈ch th✈y scr✈mbl✈d ✈n th✈✈r h✈rs✈pl✈y 
gl✈✈m✈d w✈th c✈ld w✈t lustr✈. Th✈ t✈w✈ls w✈th wh✈ch th✈y 
sm✈ck✈d th✈✈r b✈d✈✈s w✈r✈ h✈✈vy w✈th c✈ld s✈✈w✈t✈r; ✈nd 
dr✈nch✈d w✈th c✈ld br✈n✈ w✈s th✈✈r m✈tt✈d h✈✈r. 

H✈ st✈✈d st✈ll ✈n d✈f✈r✈nc✈ t✈ th✈✈r c✈lls ✈nd p✈rr✈✈d 
th✈✈r b✈nt✈r w✈th ✈✈sy w✈rds. H✈w ch✈r✈ct✈rl✈ss th✈y l✈✈k✈d: 
Shul✈y w✈th✈ut h✈s d✈✈p unbutt✈n✈d c✈ll✈r, ✈nn✈s w✈th✈ut h✈s 
sc✈rl✈t b✈lt w✈th th✈ sn✈ky cl✈sp, ✈nd C✈nn✈lly w✈th✈ut h✈s 
N✈rf✈lk c✈✈t w✈th th✈ fl✈pl✈ss s✈d✈p✈ck✈ts! ✈t w✈s ✈ p✈✈n t✈ 
s✈✈ th✈m, ✈nd ✈ sw✈rdl✈k✈ p✈✈n t✈ s✈✈ th✈ s✈gns ✈f 
✈d✈l✈sc✈nc✈ th✈t m✈d✈ r✈p✈ll✈nt th✈✈r p✈t✈✈bl✈ 
n✈k✈dn✈ss. P✈rh✈ps th✈y h✈d t✈k✈n r✈fug✈ ✈n numb✈r ✈nd 
n✈✈s✈ fr✈m th✈ s✈cr✈t dr✈✈d ✈n th✈✈r s✈uls. But h✈, ✈p✈rt fr✈m 
th✈m ✈nd ✈n s✈l✈nc✈, r✈m✈mb✈r✈d ✈n wh✈t dr✈✈d h✈ st✈✈d ✈f 
th✈ myst✈ry ✈f h✈s ✈wn b✈dy. 

—St✈ph✈n✈s D✈d✈l✈s! B✈us St✈ph✈n✈um✈n✈s! B✈us 
St✈ph✈n✈f✈r✈s! 

Th✈✈r b✈nt✈r w✈s n✈t n✈w t✈ h✈m ✈nd n✈w ✈t fl✈tt✈r✈d h✈s 
m✈ld pr✈ud s✈v✈r✈✈gnty. N✈w, ✈s n✈v✈r b✈f✈r✈, h✈s str✈ng✈ 
n✈m✈ s✈✈m✈d t✈ h✈m ✈ pr✈ph✈cy. S✈ t✈m✈l✈ss s✈✈m✈d th✈ 
gr✈y w✈rm ✈✈r, s✈ flu✈d ✈nd ✈mp✈rs✈n✈l h✈s ✈wn m✈✈d, th✈t 
✈ll ✈g✈s w✈r✈ ✈s ✈n✈ t✈ h✈m. ✈ m✈m✈nt b✈f✈r✈ th✈ gh✈st ✈f 
th✈ ✈nc✈✈nt k✈ngd✈m ✈f th✈ D✈n✈s h✈d l✈✈k✈d f✈rth thr✈ugh 
th✈ v✈stur✈ ✈f th✈ h✈z✈wr✈pp✈d c✈ty. N✈w, ✈t th✈ n✈m✈ ✈f th✈ 
f✈bul✈us ✈rt✈f✈c✈r, h✈ s✈✈m✈d t✈ h✈✈r th✈ n✈✈s✈ ✈f d✈m 
w✈v✈s ✈nd t✈ s✈✈ ✈ w✈ng✈d f✈rm fly✈ng ✈b✈v✈ th✈ w✈v✈s ✈nd 
sl✈wly cl✈mb✈ng th✈ ✈✈r. Wh✈t d✈d ✈t m✈✈n? W✈s ✈t ✈ qu✈✈nt 
d✈v✈c✈ ✈p✈n✈ng ✈ p✈g✈ ✈f s✈m✈ m✈d✈✈v✈l b✈✈k ✈f 
pr✈ph✈c✈✈s ✈nd symb✈ls, ✈ h✈wkl✈k✈ m✈n fly✈ng sunw✈rd 
✈b✈v✈ th✈ s✈✈, ✈ pr✈ph✈cy ✈f th✈ ✈nd h✈ h✈d b✈✈n b✈rn t✈ 
s✈rv✈ ✈nd h✈d b✈✈n f✈ll✈w✈ng thr✈ugh th✈ m✈sts ✈f ch✈ldh✈✈d 
✈nd b✈yh✈✈d, ✈ symb✈l ✈f th✈ ✈rt✈st f✈rg✈ng ✈n✈w ✈n h✈s 



w✈rksh✈p ✈ut ✈f th✈ slugg✈sh m✈tt✈r ✈f th✈ ✈✈rth ✈ n✈w 
s✈✈r✈ng ✈mp✈lp✈bl✈ ✈mp✈r✈sh✈bl✈ b✈✈ng? 

H✈s h✈✈rt tr✈mbl✈d; h✈s br✈✈th c✈m✈ f✈st✈r ✈nd ✈ w✈ld 
sp✈r✈t p✈ss✈d ✈v✈r h✈s l✈mbs ✈s th✈ugh h✈ w✈s s✈✈r✈ng 
sunw✈rd. H✈s h✈✈rt tr✈mbl✈d ✈n ✈n ✈cst✈sy ✈f f✈✈r ✈nd h✈s s✈ul 
w✈s ✈n fl✈ght. H✈s s✈ul w✈s s✈✈r✈ng ✈n ✈n ✈✈r b✈y✈nd th✈ 
w✈rld ✈nd th✈ b✈dy h✈ kn✈w w✈s pur✈f✈✈d ✈n ✈ br✈✈th ✈nd 
d✈l✈v✈r✈d ✈f ✈nc✈rt✈tud✈ ✈nd m✈d✈ r✈d✈✈nt ✈nd 
c✈mm✈ngl✈d w✈th th✈ ✈l✈m✈nt ✈f th✈ sp✈r✈t. ✈n ✈cst✈sy ✈f 
fl✈ght m✈d✈ r✈d✈✈nt h✈s ✈y✈s ✈nd w✈ld h✈s br✈✈th ✈nd 
tr✈mul✈us ✈nd w✈ld ✈nd r✈d✈✈nt h✈s w✈ndsw✈pt l✈mbs. 

—✈n✈! Tw✈!... L✈✈k ✈ut! 
—✈, Cr✈p✈s, ✈’m dr✈wnd✈d! 
—✈n✈! Tw✈! Thr✈✈ ✈nd ✈w✈y! 
—Th✈ n✈xt! Th✈ n✈xt! 
—✈n✈!... Uk! 
—St✈ph✈n✈f✈r✈s! 
H✈s thr✈✈t ✈ch✈d w✈th ✈ d✈s✈r✈ t✈ cry ✈l✈ud, th✈ cry ✈f ✈ 

h✈wk ✈r ✈✈gl✈ ✈n h✈gh, t✈ cry p✈✈rc✈ngly ✈f h✈s d✈l✈v✈r✈nc✈ 
t✈ th✈ w✈nds. Th✈s w✈s th✈ c✈ll ✈f l✈f✈ t✈ h✈s s✈ul n✈t th✈ dull 
gr✈ss v✈✈c✈ ✈f th✈ w✈rld ✈f dut✈✈s ✈nd d✈sp✈✈r, n✈t th✈ 
✈nhum✈n v✈✈c✈ th✈t h✈d c✈ll✈d h✈m t✈ th✈ p✈l✈ s✈rv✈c✈ ✈f 
th✈ ✈lt✈r. ✈n ✈nst✈nt ✈f w✈ld fl✈ght h✈d d✈l✈v✈r✈d h✈m ✈nd th✈ 
cry ✈f tr✈umph wh✈ch h✈s l✈ps w✈thh✈ld cl✈ft h✈s br✈✈n. 

—St✈ph✈n✈f✈r✈s! 
Wh✈t w✈r✈ th✈y n✈w but c✈r✈m✈nts sh✈k✈n fr✈m th✈ b✈dy ✈f 

d✈✈th—th✈ f✈✈r h✈ h✈d w✈lk✈d ✈n n✈ght ✈nd d✈y, th✈ 
✈nc✈rt✈tud✈ th✈t h✈d r✈ng✈d h✈m r✈und, th✈ sh✈m✈ th✈t h✈d 
✈b✈s✈d h✈m w✈th✈n ✈nd w✈th✈ut—c✈r✈m✈nts, th✈ l✈n✈ns ✈f 
th✈ gr✈v✈? 

H✈s s✈ul h✈d ✈r✈s✈n fr✈m th✈ gr✈v✈ ✈f b✈yh✈✈d, spurn✈ng h✈r 
gr✈v✈cl✈th✈s. Y✈s! Y✈s! Y✈s! H✈ w✈uld cr✈✈t✈ pr✈udly ✈ut ✈f 
th✈ fr✈✈d✈m ✈nd p✈w✈r ✈f h✈s s✈ul, ✈s th✈ gr✈✈t ✈rt✈f✈c✈r 
wh✈s✈ n✈m✈ h✈ b✈r✈, ✈ l✈v✈ng th✈ng, n✈w ✈nd s✈✈r✈ng ✈nd 
b✈✈ut✈ful, ✈mp✈lp✈bl✈, ✈mp✈r✈sh✈bl✈. 



H✈ st✈rt✈d up n✈rv✈usly fr✈m th✈ st✈n✈bl✈ck f✈r h✈ c✈uld n✈ 
l✈ng✈r qu✈nch th✈ fl✈m✈ ✈n h✈s bl✈✈d. H✈ f✈lt h✈s ch✈✈ks 
✈fl✈m✈ ✈nd h✈s thr✈✈t thr✈bb✈ng w✈th s✈ng. Th✈r✈ w✈s ✈ lust ✈f 
w✈nd✈r✈ng ✈n h✈s f✈✈t th✈t burn✈d t✈ s✈t ✈ut f✈r th✈ ✈nds ✈f 
th✈ ✈✈rth. ✈n! ✈n! h✈s h✈✈rt s✈✈m✈d t✈ cry. ✈v✈n✈ng w✈uld 
d✈✈p✈n ✈b✈v✈ th✈ s✈✈, n✈ght f✈ll up✈n th✈ pl✈✈ns, d✈wn 
gl✈mm✈r b✈f✈r✈ th✈ w✈nd✈r✈r ✈nd sh✈w h✈m str✈ng✈ f✈✈lds 
✈nd h✈lls ✈nd f✈c✈s. Wh✈r✈? 

H✈ l✈✈k✈d n✈rthw✈rd t✈w✈rds H✈wth. Th✈ s✈✈ h✈d f✈ll✈n 
b✈l✈w th✈ l✈n✈ ✈f s✈✈wr✈ck ✈n th✈ sh✈ll✈w s✈d✈ ✈f th✈ 
br✈✈kw✈t✈r ✈nd ✈lr✈✈dy th✈ t✈d✈ w✈s runn✈ng ✈ut f✈st ✈l✈ng 
th✈ f✈r✈sh✈r✈. ✈lr✈✈dy ✈n✈ l✈ng ✈v✈l b✈nk ✈f s✈nd l✈y w✈rm 
✈nd dry ✈m✈d th✈ w✈v✈l✈ts. H✈r✈ ✈nd th✈r✈ w✈rm ✈sl✈s ✈f 
s✈nd gl✈✈m✈d ✈b✈v✈ th✈ sh✈ll✈w t✈d✈ ✈nd ✈b✈ut th✈ ✈sl✈s 
✈nd ✈r✈und th✈ l✈ng b✈nk ✈nd ✈m✈d th✈ sh✈ll✈w curr✈nts ✈f th✈ 
b✈✈ch w✈r✈ l✈ghtcl✈d f✈gur✈s, w✈d✈ng ✈nd d✈lv✈ng. 
✈n ✈ f✈w m✈m✈nts h✈ w✈s b✈r✈f✈✈t, h✈s st✈ck✈ngs f✈ld✈d ✈n 

h✈s p✈ck✈ts ✈nd h✈s c✈nv✈s sh✈✈s d✈ngl✈ng by th✈✈r kn✈tt✈d 
l✈c✈s ✈v✈r h✈s sh✈uld✈rs ✈nd, p✈ck✈ng ✈ p✈✈nt✈d s✈lt✈✈t✈n 
st✈ck ✈ut ✈f th✈ j✈ts✈m ✈m✈ng th✈ r✈cks, h✈ cl✈mb✈r✈d d✈wn th✈ 
sl✈p✈ ✈f th✈ br✈✈kw✈t✈r. 

Th✈r✈ w✈s ✈ l✈ng r✈vul✈t ✈n th✈ str✈nd ✈nd, ✈s h✈ w✈d✈d 
sl✈wly up ✈ts c✈urs✈, h✈ w✈nd✈r✈d ✈t th✈ ✈ndl✈ss dr✈ft ✈f 
s✈✈w✈✈d. ✈m✈r✈ld ✈nd bl✈ck ✈nd russ✈t ✈nd ✈l✈v✈, ✈t m✈v✈d 
b✈n✈✈th th✈ curr✈nt, sw✈y✈ng ✈nd turn✈ng. Th✈ w✈t✈r ✈f th✈ 
r✈vul✈t w✈s d✈rk w✈th ✈ndl✈ss dr✈ft ✈nd m✈rr✈r✈d th✈ 
h✈ghdr✈ft✈ng cl✈uds. Th✈ cl✈uds w✈r✈ dr✈ft✈ng ✈b✈v✈ h✈m 
s✈l✈ntly ✈nd s✈l✈ntly th✈ s✈✈t✈ngl✈ w✈s dr✈ft✈ng b✈l✈w h✈m 
✈nd th✈ gr✈y w✈rm ✈✈r w✈s st✈ll ✈nd ✈ n✈w w✈ld l✈f✈ w✈s 
s✈ng✈ng ✈n h✈s v✈✈ns. 

Wh✈r✈ w✈s h✈s b✈yh✈✈d n✈w? Wh✈r✈ w✈s th✈ s✈ul th✈t h✈d 
hung b✈ck fr✈m h✈r d✈st✈ny, t✈ br✈✈d ✈l✈n✈ up✈n th✈ sh✈m✈ ✈f 
h✈r w✈unds ✈nd ✈n h✈r h✈us✈ ✈f squ✈l✈r ✈nd subt✈rfug✈ t✈ 
qu✈✈n ✈t ✈n f✈d✈d c✈r✈m✈nts ✈nd ✈n wr✈✈ths th✈t w✈th✈r✈d 
✈t th✈ t✈uch? ✈r wh✈r✈ w✈s h✈? 

H✈ w✈s ✈l✈n✈. H✈ w✈s unh✈✈d✈d, h✈ppy ✈nd n✈✈r t✈ th✈ 
w✈ld h✈✈rt ✈f l✈f✈. H✈ w✈s ✈l✈n✈ ✈nd y✈ung ✈nd w✈lful ✈nd 
w✈ldh✈✈rt✈d, ✈l✈n✈ ✈m✈d ✈ w✈st✈ ✈f w✈ld ✈✈r ✈nd br✈ck✈sh 



w✈t✈rs ✈nd th✈ s✈✈h✈rv✈st ✈f sh✈lls ✈nd t✈ngl✈ ✈nd v✈✈l✈d 
gr✈y sunl✈ght ✈nd g✈ycl✈d l✈ghtcl✈d f✈gur✈s ✈f ch✈ldr✈n ✈nd g✈rls 
✈nd v✈✈c✈s ch✈ld✈sh ✈nd g✈rl✈sh ✈n th✈ ✈✈r. 
✈ g✈rl st✈✈d b✈f✈r✈ h✈m ✈n m✈dstr✈✈m, ✈l✈n✈ ✈nd st✈ll, 

g✈z✈ng ✈ut t✈ s✈✈. Sh✈ s✈✈m✈d l✈k✈ ✈n✈ wh✈m m✈g✈c h✈d 
ch✈ng✈d ✈nt✈ th✈ l✈k✈n✈ss ✈f ✈ str✈ng✈ ✈nd b✈✈ut✈ful 
s✈✈b✈rd. H✈r l✈ng sl✈nd✈r b✈r✈ l✈gs w✈r✈ d✈l✈c✈t✈ ✈s ✈ 
cr✈n✈’s ✈nd pur✈ s✈v✈ wh✈r✈ ✈n ✈m✈r✈ld tr✈✈l ✈f s✈✈w✈✈d 
h✈d f✈sh✈✈n✈d ✈ts✈lf ✈s ✈ s✈gn up✈n th✈ fl✈sh. H✈r th✈ghs, full✈r 
✈nd s✈fthu✈d ✈s ✈v✈ry, w✈r✈ b✈r✈d ✈lm✈st t✈ th✈ h✈ps, wh✈r✈ 
th✈ wh✈t✈ fr✈ng✈s ✈f h✈r dr✈w✈rs w✈r✈ l✈k✈ f✈✈th✈r✈ng ✈f 
s✈ft wh✈t✈ d✈wn. H✈r sl✈t✈blu✈ sk✈rts w✈r✈ k✈lt✈d b✈ldly ✈b✈ut 
h✈r w✈✈st ✈nd d✈v✈t✈✈l✈d b✈h✈nd h✈r. H✈r b✈s✈m w✈s ✈s ✈ 
b✈rd’s, s✈ft ✈nd sl✈ght, sl✈ght ✈nd s✈ft ✈s th✈ br✈✈st ✈f s✈m✈ 
d✈rkplum✈g✈d d✈v✈. But h✈r l✈ng f✈✈r h✈✈r w✈s g✈rl✈sh: ✈nd 
g✈rl✈sh, ✈nd t✈uch✈d w✈th th✈ w✈nd✈r ✈f m✈rt✈l b✈✈uty, h✈r 
f✈c✈. 

Sh✈ w✈s ✈l✈n✈ ✈nd st✈ll, g✈z✈ng ✈ut t✈ s✈✈; ✈nd wh✈n sh✈ 
f✈lt h✈s pr✈s✈nc✈ ✈nd th✈ w✈rsh✈p ✈f h✈s ✈y✈s h✈r ✈y✈s turn✈d 
t✈ h✈m ✈n qu✈✈t suff✈r✈nc✈ ✈f h✈s g✈z✈, w✈th✈ut sh✈m✈ ✈r 
w✈nt✈nn✈ss. L✈ng, l✈ng sh✈ suff✈r✈d h✈s g✈z✈ ✈nd th✈n qu✈✈tly 
w✈thdr✈w h✈r ✈y✈s fr✈m h✈s ✈nd b✈nt th✈m t✈w✈rds th✈ str✈✈m, 
g✈ntly st✈rr✈ng th✈ w✈t✈r w✈th h✈r f✈✈t h✈th✈r ✈nd th✈th✈r. Th✈ 
f✈rst f✈✈nt n✈✈s✈ ✈f g✈ntly m✈v✈ng w✈t✈r br✈k✈ th✈ s✈l✈nc✈, 
l✈w ✈nd f✈✈nt ✈nd wh✈sp✈r✈ng, f✈✈nt ✈s th✈ b✈lls ✈f sl✈✈p; 
h✈th✈r ✈nd th✈th✈r, h✈th✈r ✈nd th✈th✈r; ✈nd ✈ f✈✈nt fl✈m✈ 
tr✈mbl✈d ✈n h✈r ch✈✈k. 

—H✈✈v✈nly G✈d! cr✈✈d St✈ph✈n’s s✈ul, ✈n ✈n ✈utburst ✈f 
pr✈f✈n✈ j✈y. 

H✈ turn✈d ✈w✈y fr✈m h✈r sudd✈nly ✈nd s✈t ✈ff ✈cr✈ss th✈ str✈nd. 
H✈s ch✈✈ks w✈r✈ ✈fl✈m✈; h✈s b✈dy w✈s ✈gl✈w; h✈s l✈mbs 
w✈r✈ tr✈mbl✈ng. ✈n ✈nd ✈n ✈nd ✈n ✈nd ✈n h✈ str✈d✈, f✈r ✈ut 
✈v✈r th✈ s✈nds, s✈ng✈ng w✈ldly t✈ th✈ s✈✈, cry✈ng t✈ gr✈✈t th✈ 
✈dv✈nt ✈f th✈ l✈f✈ th✈t h✈d cr✈✈d t✈ h✈m. 

H✈r ✈m✈g✈ h✈d p✈ss✈d ✈nt✈ h✈s s✈ul f✈r ✈v✈r ✈nd n✈ w✈rd 
h✈d br✈k✈n th✈ h✈ly s✈l✈nc✈ ✈f h✈s ✈cst✈sy. H✈r ✈y✈s h✈d 
c✈ll✈d h✈m ✈nd h✈s s✈ul h✈d l✈✈p✈d ✈t th✈ c✈ll. T✈ l✈v✈, t✈ 
✈rr, t✈ f✈ll, t✈ tr✈umph, t✈ r✈cr✈✈t✈ l✈f✈ ✈ut ✈f l✈f✈! ✈ w✈ld 



✈ng✈l h✈d ✈pp✈✈r✈d t✈ h✈m, th✈ ✈ng✈l ✈f m✈rt✈l y✈uth ✈nd 
b✈✈uty, ✈n ✈nv✈y fr✈m th✈ f✈✈r c✈urts ✈f l✈f✈, t✈ thr✈w ✈p✈n 
b✈f✈r✈ h✈m ✈n ✈n ✈nst✈nt ✈f ✈cst✈sy th✈ g✈t✈s ✈f ✈ll th✈ w✈ys 
✈f ✈rr✈r ✈nd gl✈ry. ✈n ✈nd ✈n ✈nd ✈n ✈nd ✈n! 

H✈ h✈lt✈d sudd✈nly ✈nd h✈✈rd h✈s h✈✈rt ✈n th✈ s✈l✈nc✈. H✈w 
f✈r h✈d h✈ w✈lk✈d? Wh✈t h✈ur w✈s ✈t? 

Th✈r✈ w✈s n✈ hum✈n f✈gur✈ n✈✈r h✈m n✈r ✈ny s✈und b✈rn✈ t✈ 
h✈m ✈v✈r th✈ ✈✈r. But th✈ t✈d✈ w✈s n✈✈r th✈ turn ✈nd ✈lr✈✈dy 
th✈ d✈y w✈s ✈n th✈ w✈n✈. H✈ turn✈d l✈ndw✈rd ✈nd r✈n t✈w✈rds 
th✈ sh✈r✈ ✈nd, runn✈ng up th✈ sl✈p✈ng b✈✈ch, r✈ckl✈ss ✈f th✈ 
sh✈rp sh✈ngl✈, f✈und ✈ s✈ndy n✈✈k ✈m✈d ✈ r✈ng ✈f tuft✈d 
s✈ndkn✈lls ✈nd l✈y d✈wn th✈r✈ th✈t th✈ p✈✈c✈ ✈nd s✈l✈nc✈ ✈f 
th✈ ✈v✈n✈ng m✈ght st✈ll th✈ r✈✈t ✈f h✈s bl✈✈d. 

H✈ f✈lt ✈b✈v✈ h✈m th✈ v✈st ✈nd✈ff✈r✈nt d✈m✈ ✈nd th✈ c✈lm 
pr✈c✈ss✈s ✈f th✈ h✈✈v✈nly b✈d✈✈s; ✈nd th✈ ✈✈rth b✈n✈✈th 
h✈m, th✈ ✈✈rth th✈t h✈d b✈rn✈ h✈m, h✈d t✈k✈n h✈m t✈ h✈r 
br✈✈st. 

H✈ cl✈s✈d h✈s ✈y✈s ✈n th✈ l✈ngu✈r ✈f sl✈✈p. H✈s ✈y✈l✈ds 
tr✈mbl✈d ✈s ✈f th✈y f✈lt th✈ v✈st cycl✈c m✈v✈m✈nt ✈f th✈ ✈✈rth 
✈nd h✈r w✈tch✈rs, tr✈mbl✈d ✈s ✈f th✈y f✈lt th✈ str✈ng✈ l✈ght ✈f 
s✈m✈ n✈w w✈rld. H✈s s✈ul w✈s sw✈✈n✈ng ✈nt✈ s✈m✈ n✈w w✈rld, 
f✈nt✈st✈c, d✈m, unc✈rt✈✈n ✈s und✈r s✈✈, tr✈v✈rs✈d by cl✈udy 
sh✈p✈s ✈nd b✈✈ngs. ✈ w✈rld, ✈ gl✈mm✈r ✈r ✈ fl✈w✈r? 
Gl✈mm✈r✈ng ✈nd tr✈mbl✈ng, tr✈mbl✈ng ✈nd unf✈ld✈ng, ✈ 
br✈✈k✈ng l✈ght, ✈n ✈p✈n✈ng fl✈w✈r, ✈t spr✈✈d ✈n ✈ndl✈ss 
succ✈ss✈✈n t✈ ✈ts✈lf, br✈✈k✈ng ✈n full cr✈ms✈n ✈nd unf✈ld✈ng 
✈nd f✈d✈ng t✈ p✈l✈st r✈s✈, l✈✈f by l✈✈f ✈nd w✈v✈ ✈f l✈ght by 
w✈v✈ ✈f l✈ght, fl✈✈d✈ng ✈ll th✈ h✈✈v✈ns w✈th ✈ts s✈ft flush✈s, 
✈v✈ry flush d✈✈p✈r th✈n th✈ ✈th✈r. 
✈v✈n✈ng h✈d f✈ll✈n wh✈n h✈ w✈k✈ ✈nd th✈ s✈nd ✈nd ✈r✈d 

gr✈ss✈s ✈f h✈s b✈d gl✈w✈d n✈ l✈ng✈r. H✈ r✈s✈ sl✈wly ✈nd, 
r✈c✈ll✈ng th✈ r✈ptur✈ ✈f h✈s sl✈✈p, s✈gh✈d ✈t ✈ts j✈y. 

H✈ cl✈mb✈d t✈ th✈ cr✈st ✈f th✈ s✈ndh✈ll ✈nd g✈z✈d ✈b✈ut h✈m. 
✈v✈n✈ng h✈d f✈ll✈n. ✈ r✈m ✈f th✈ y✈ung m✈✈n cl✈ft th✈ p✈l✈ 
w✈st✈ ✈f skyl✈n✈, th✈ r✈m ✈f ✈ s✈lv✈r h✈✈p ✈mb✈dd✈d ✈n gr✈y 
s✈nd; ✈nd th✈ t✈d✈ w✈s fl✈w✈ng ✈n f✈st t✈ th✈ l✈nd w✈th ✈ l✈w 



wh✈sp✈r ✈f h✈r w✈v✈s, ✈sl✈nd✈ng ✈ f✈w l✈st f✈gur✈s ✈n d✈st✈nt 
p✈✈ls. 

Ch✈pt✈r V 

H✈ dr✈✈n✈d h✈s th✈rd cup ✈f w✈t✈ry t✈✈ t✈ th✈ dr✈gs ✈nd s✈t 
t✈ ch✈w✈ng th✈ crusts ✈f fr✈✈d br✈✈d th✈t w✈r✈ sc✈tt✈r✈d n✈✈r 
h✈m, st✈r✈ng ✈nt✈ th✈ d✈rk p✈✈l ✈f th✈ j✈r. Th✈ y✈ll✈w 
dr✈pp✈ng h✈d b✈✈n sc✈✈p✈d ✈ut l✈k✈ ✈ b✈gh✈l✈ ✈nd th✈ p✈✈l 
und✈r ✈t br✈ught b✈ck t✈ h✈s m✈m✈ry th✈ d✈rk turfc✈l✈ur✈d w✈t✈r 
✈f th✈ b✈th ✈n Cl✈ng✈w✈s. Th✈ b✈x ✈f p✈wn t✈ck✈ts ✈t h✈s 
✈lb✈w h✈d just b✈✈n r✈fl✈d ✈nd h✈ t✈✈k up ✈dly ✈n✈ ✈ft✈r 
✈n✈th✈r ✈n h✈s gr✈✈sy f✈ng✈rs th✈ blu✈ ✈nd wh✈t✈ d✈ck✈ts, 
scr✈wl✈d ✈nd s✈nd✈d ✈nd cr✈✈s✈d ✈nd b✈✈r✈ng th✈ n✈m✈ ✈f 
th✈ pl✈dg✈r ✈s D✈ly ✈r M✈c✈v✈y. 

1 P✈✈r Busk✈ns. 
1 D. C✈✈t. 
3 ✈rt✈cl✈s ✈nd Wh✈t✈. 
1 M✈n’s P✈nts. 

Th✈n h✈ put th✈m ✈s✈d✈ ✈nd g✈z✈d th✈ughtfully ✈t th✈ l✈d ✈f 
th✈ b✈x, sp✈ckl✈d w✈th l✈us✈ m✈rks, ✈nd ✈sk✈d v✈gu✈ly: 

—H✈w much ✈s th✈ cl✈ck f✈st n✈w? 
H✈s m✈th✈r str✈✈ght✈n✈d th✈ b✈tt✈r✈d ✈l✈rm cl✈ck th✈t w✈s 

ly✈ng ✈n ✈ts s✈d✈ ✈n th✈ m✈ddl✈ ✈f th✈ m✈nt✈lp✈✈c✈ unt✈l ✈ts 
d✈✈l sh✈w✈d ✈ qu✈rt✈r t✈ tw✈lv✈ ✈nd th✈n l✈✈d ✈t ✈nc✈ m✈r✈ 
✈n ✈ts s✈d✈. 

—✈n h✈ur ✈nd tw✈nty-f✈v✈ m✈nut✈s, sh✈ s✈✈d. Th✈ r✈ght t✈m✈ 
n✈w ✈s tw✈nty p✈st t✈n. Th✈ d✈✈r kn✈ws y✈u m✈ght try t✈ b✈ ✈n 
t✈m✈ f✈r y✈ur l✈ctur✈s. 

—F✈ll ✈ut th✈ pl✈c✈ f✈r m✈ t✈ w✈sh, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n. 
—K✈t✈y, f✈ll ✈ut th✈ pl✈c✈ f✈r St✈ph✈n t✈ w✈sh. 
—B✈✈dy, f✈ll ✈ut th✈ pl✈c✈ f✈r St✈ph✈n t✈ w✈sh. 
—✈ c✈n’t, ✈’m g✈✈ng f✈r blu✈. F✈ll ✈t ✈ut, y✈u, M✈ggy. 
Wh✈n th✈ ✈n✈m✈ll✈d b✈s✈n h✈d b✈✈n f✈tt✈d ✈nt✈ th✈ w✈ll 

✈f th✈ s✈nk ✈nd th✈ ✈ld w✈sh✈ng gl✈v✈ flung ✈n th✈ s✈d✈ ✈f ✈t 
h✈ ✈ll✈w✈d h✈s m✈th✈r t✈ scrub h✈s n✈ck ✈nd r✈✈t ✈nt✈ th✈ 



f✈lds ✈f h✈s ✈✈rs ✈nd ✈nt✈ th✈ ✈nt✈rst✈c✈s ✈t th✈ w✈ngs ✈f h✈s 
n✈s✈. 

—W✈ll, ✈t’s ✈ p✈✈r c✈s✈, sh✈ s✈✈d, wh✈n ✈ un✈v✈rs✈ty stud✈nt 
✈s s✈ d✈rty th✈t h✈s m✈th✈r h✈s t✈ w✈sh h✈m. 

—But ✈t g✈v✈s y✈u pl✈✈sur✈, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n c✈lmly. 
✈n ✈✈r-spl✈tt✈ng wh✈stl✈ w✈s h✈✈rd fr✈m upst✈✈rs ✈nd h✈s 

m✈th✈r thrust ✈ d✈mp ✈v✈r✈ll ✈nt✈ h✈s h✈nds, s✈y✈ng: 
—Dry y✈urs✈lf ✈nd hurry ✈ut f✈r th✈ l✈v✈ ✈f g✈✈dn✈ss. 
✈ s✈c✈nd shr✈ll wh✈stl✈, pr✈l✈ng✈d ✈ngr✈ly, br✈ught ✈n✈ ✈f 

th✈ g✈rls t✈ th✈ f✈✈t ✈f th✈ st✈✈rc✈s✈. 
—Y✈s, f✈th✈r? 
—✈s y✈ur l✈zy b✈tch ✈f ✈ br✈th✈r g✈n✈ ✈ut y✈t? 
—Y✈s, f✈th✈r. 
—Sur✈? 
—Y✈s, f✈th✈r. 
—Hm! 
Th✈ g✈rl c✈m✈ b✈ck, m✈k✈ng s✈gns t✈ h✈m t✈ b✈ qu✈ck ✈nd g✈ 

✈ut qu✈✈tly by th✈ b✈ck. St✈ph✈n l✈ugh✈d ✈nd s✈✈d: 
—H✈ h✈s ✈ cur✈✈us ✈d✈✈ ✈f g✈nd✈rs ✈f h✈ th✈nks ✈ b✈tch ✈s 

m✈scul✈n✈. 
—✈h, ✈t’s ✈ sc✈nd✈l✈us sh✈m✈ f✈r y✈u, St✈ph✈n, s✈✈d h✈s 

m✈th✈r, ✈nd y✈u’ll l✈v✈ t✈ ru✈ th✈ d✈y y✈u s✈t y✈ur f✈✈t ✈n th✈t 
pl✈c✈. ✈ kn✈w h✈w ✈t h✈s ch✈ng✈d y✈u. 

—G✈✈d m✈rn✈ng, ✈v✈ryb✈dy, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n, sm✈l✈ng ✈nd 
k✈ss✈ng th✈ t✈ps ✈f h✈s f✈ng✈rs ✈n ✈d✈✈u. 

Th✈ l✈n✈ b✈h✈nd th✈ t✈rr✈c✈ w✈s w✈t✈rl✈gg✈d ✈nd ✈s h✈ 
w✈nt d✈wn ✈t sl✈wly, ch✈✈s✈ng h✈s st✈ps ✈m✈d h✈✈ps ✈f w✈t 
rubb✈sh, h✈ h✈✈rd ✈ m✈d nun scr✈✈ch✈ng ✈n th✈ nuns’ m✈dh✈us✈ 
b✈y✈nd th✈ w✈ll. 

—J✈sus! ✈ J✈sus! J✈sus! 
H✈ sh✈✈k th✈ s✈und ✈ut ✈f h✈s ✈✈rs by ✈n ✈ngry t✈ss ✈f h✈s 

h✈✈d ✈nd hurr✈✈d ✈n, stumbl✈ng thr✈ugh th✈ m✈uld✈r✈ng ✈ff✈l, 
h✈s h✈✈rt ✈lr✈✈dy b✈tt✈n by ✈n ✈ch✈ ✈f l✈✈th✈ng ✈nd 
b✈tt✈rn✈ss. H✈s f✈th✈r’s wh✈stl✈, h✈s m✈th✈r’s mutt✈r✈ngs, th✈ 
scr✈✈ch ✈f ✈n uns✈✈n m✈n✈✈c w✈r✈ t✈ h✈m n✈w s✈ m✈ny 
v✈✈c✈s ✈ff✈nd✈ng ✈nd thr✈✈t✈n✈ng t✈ humbl✈ th✈ pr✈d✈ ✈f 



h✈s y✈uth. H✈ dr✈v✈ th✈✈r ✈ch✈✈s ✈v✈n ✈ut ✈f h✈s h✈✈rt w✈th 
✈n ✈x✈cr✈t✈✈n; but, ✈s h✈ w✈lk✈d d✈wn th✈ ✈v✈nu✈ ✈nd f✈lt 
th✈ gr✈y m✈rn✈ng l✈ght f✈ll✈ng ✈b✈ut h✈m thr✈ugh th✈ dr✈pp✈ng 
tr✈✈s ✈nd sm✈lt th✈ str✈ng✈ w✈ld sm✈ll ✈f th✈ w✈t l✈✈v✈s ✈nd 
b✈rk, h✈s s✈ul w✈s l✈✈s✈d ✈f h✈r m✈s✈r✈✈s. 

Th✈ r✈✈nl✈d✈n tr✈✈s ✈f th✈ ✈v✈nu✈ ✈v✈k✈d ✈n h✈m, ✈s 
✈lw✈ys, m✈m✈r✈✈s ✈f th✈ g✈rls ✈nd w✈m✈n ✈n th✈ pl✈ys ✈f 
G✈rh✈rt H✈uptm✈nn; ✈nd th✈ m✈m✈ry ✈f th✈✈r p✈l✈ s✈rr✈ws ✈nd 
th✈ fr✈gr✈nc✈ f✈ll✈ng fr✈m th✈ w✈t br✈nch✈s m✈ngl✈d ✈n ✈ 
m✈✈d ✈f qu✈✈t j✈y. H✈s m✈rn✈ng w✈lk ✈cr✈ss th✈ c✈ty h✈d 
b✈gun, ✈nd h✈ f✈r✈kn✈w th✈t ✈s h✈ p✈ss✈d th✈ sl✈bl✈nds ✈f 
F✈✈rv✈✈w h✈ w✈uld th✈nk ✈f th✈ cl✈✈str✈l s✈lv✈rv✈✈n✈d 
pr✈s✈ ✈f N✈wm✈n; th✈t ✈s h✈ w✈lk✈d ✈l✈ng th✈ N✈rth Str✈nd 
R✈✈d, gl✈nc✈ng ✈dly ✈t th✈ w✈nd✈ws ✈f th✈ pr✈v✈s✈✈n sh✈ps, 
h✈ w✈uld r✈c✈ll th✈ d✈rk hum✈ur ✈f Gu✈d✈ C✈v✈lc✈nt✈ ✈nd 
sm✈l✈; th✈t ✈s h✈ w✈nt by B✈✈rd’s st✈n✈cutt✈ng w✈rks ✈n T✈lb✈t 
Pl✈c✈ th✈ sp✈r✈t ✈f ✈bs✈n w✈uld bl✈w thr✈ugh h✈m l✈k✈ ✈ k✈✈n 
w✈nd, ✈ sp✈r✈t ✈f w✈yw✈rd b✈y✈sh b✈✈uty; ✈nd th✈t p✈ss✈ng ✈ 
gr✈my m✈r✈n✈ d✈✈l✈r’s sh✈p b✈y✈nd th✈ L✈ff✈y h✈ w✈uld 
r✈p✈✈t th✈ s✈ng by B✈n J✈ns✈n wh✈ch b✈g✈ns: 

✈ w✈s n✈t w✈✈r✈✈r wh✈r✈ ✈ l✈y. 

H✈s m✈nd wh✈n w✈✈r✈✈d ✈f ✈ts s✈✈rch f✈r th✈ ✈ss✈nc✈ ✈f 
b✈✈uty ✈m✈d th✈ sp✈ctr✈l w✈rds ✈f ✈r✈st✈tl✈ ✈r ✈qu✈n✈s 
turn✈d ✈ft✈n f✈r ✈ts pl✈✈sur✈ t✈ th✈ d✈✈nty s✈ngs ✈f th✈ 
✈l✈z✈b✈th✈ns. H✈s m✈nd, ✈n th✈ v✈stur✈ ✈f ✈ d✈ubt✈ng m✈nk, 
st✈✈d ✈ft✈n ✈n sh✈d✈w und✈r th✈ w✈nd✈ws ✈f th✈t ✈g✈, t✈ 
h✈✈r th✈ gr✈v✈ ✈nd m✈ck✈ng mus✈c ✈f th✈ lut✈n✈sts ✈r th✈ fr✈nk 
l✈ught✈r ✈f w✈✈stc✈✈t✈✈rs unt✈l ✈ l✈ugh t✈✈ l✈w, ✈ phr✈s✈, 
t✈rn✈sh✈d by t✈m✈, ✈f ch✈mb✈r✈ng ✈nd f✈ls✈ h✈n✈ur stung h✈s 
m✈nk✈sh pr✈d✈ ✈nd dr✈v✈ h✈m ✈n fr✈m h✈s lurk✈ng-pl✈c✈. 

Th✈ l✈r✈ wh✈ch h✈ w✈s b✈l✈✈v✈d t✈ p✈ss h✈s d✈ys br✈✈d✈ng 
up✈n s✈ th✈t ✈t h✈d r✈pt h✈m fr✈m th✈ c✈mp✈n✈✈nsh✈p ✈f y✈uth 
w✈s ✈nly ✈ g✈rn✈r ✈f sl✈nd✈r s✈nt✈nc✈s fr✈m ✈r✈st✈tl✈’s 
p✈✈t✈cs ✈nd psych✈l✈gy ✈nd ✈ Syn✈ps✈s Ph✈l✈s✈ph✈æ 
Sch✈l✈st✈cæ ✈d m✈nt✈m d✈v✈ Th✈mæ. H✈s th✈nk✈ng w✈s ✈ dusk 
✈f d✈ubt ✈nd s✈lfm✈strust, l✈t up ✈t m✈m✈nts by th✈ l✈ghtn✈ngs ✈f 
✈ntu✈t✈✈n, but l✈ghtn✈ngs ✈f s✈ cl✈✈r ✈ spl✈nd✈ur th✈t ✈n th✈s✈ 



m✈m✈nts th✈ w✈rld p✈r✈sh✈d ✈b✈ut h✈s f✈✈t ✈s ✈f ✈t h✈d b✈✈n 
f✈r✈c✈nsum✈d; ✈nd th✈r✈✈ft✈r h✈s t✈ngu✈ gr✈w h✈✈vy ✈nd h✈ 
m✈t th✈ ✈y✈s ✈f ✈th✈rs w✈th un✈nsw✈r✈ng ✈y✈s, f✈r h✈ f✈lt th✈t 
th✈ sp✈r✈t ✈f b✈✈uty h✈d f✈ld✈d h✈m r✈und l✈k✈ ✈ m✈ntl✈ ✈nd 
th✈t ✈n r✈v✈r✈✈ ✈t l✈✈st h✈ h✈d b✈✈n ✈cqu✈✈nt✈d w✈th 
n✈b✈l✈ty. But wh✈n th✈s br✈✈f pr✈d✈ ✈f s✈l✈nc✈ uph✈ld h✈m n✈ 
l✈ng✈r h✈ w✈s gl✈d t✈ f✈nd h✈ms✈lf st✈ll ✈n th✈ m✈dst ✈f 
c✈mm✈n l✈v✈s, p✈ss✈ng ✈n h✈s w✈y ✈m✈d th✈ squ✈l✈r ✈nd 
n✈✈s✈ ✈nd sl✈th ✈f th✈ c✈ty f✈✈rl✈ssly ✈nd w✈th ✈ l✈ght h✈✈rt. 

N✈✈r th✈ h✈✈rd✈ngs ✈n th✈ c✈n✈l h✈ m✈t th✈ c✈nsumpt✈v✈ 
m✈n w✈th th✈ d✈ll’s f✈c✈ ✈nd th✈ br✈ml✈ss h✈t c✈m✈ng t✈w✈rds 
h✈m d✈wn th✈ sl✈p✈ ✈f th✈ br✈dg✈ w✈th l✈ttl✈ st✈ps, t✈ghtly 
butt✈n✈d ✈nt✈ h✈s ch✈c✈l✈t✈ ✈v✈rc✈✈t, ✈nd h✈ld✈ng h✈s furl✈d 
umbr✈ll✈ ✈ sp✈n ✈r tw✈ fr✈m h✈m l✈k✈ ✈ d✈v✈n✈ng r✈d. ✈t must 
b✈ ✈l✈v✈n, h✈ th✈ught, ✈nd p✈✈r✈d ✈nt✈ ✈ d✈✈ry t✈ s✈✈ th✈ 
t✈m✈. Th✈ cl✈ck ✈n th✈ d✈✈ry t✈ld h✈m th✈t ✈t w✈s f✈v✈ 
m✈nut✈s t✈ f✈v✈ but, ✈s h✈ turn✈d ✈w✈y, h✈ h✈✈rd ✈ cl✈ck 
s✈m✈wh✈r✈ n✈✈r h✈m, but uns✈✈n, b✈✈t✈ng ✈l✈v✈n str✈k✈s ✈n 
sw✈ft pr✈c✈s✈✈n. H✈ l✈ugh✈d ✈s h✈ h✈✈rd ✈t f✈r ✈t m✈d✈ h✈m 
th✈nk ✈f M✈cC✈nn; ✈nd h✈ s✈w h✈m ✈ squ✈t f✈gur✈ ✈n ✈ 
sh✈✈t✈ng j✈ck✈t ✈nd br✈✈ch✈s ✈nd w✈th ✈ f✈✈r g✈✈t✈✈, 
st✈nd✈ng ✈n th✈ w✈nd ✈t H✈pk✈ns’ c✈rn✈r, ✈nd h✈✈rd h✈m s✈y: 

—D✈d✈lus, y✈u’r✈ ✈n ✈nt✈s✈c✈✈l b✈✈ng, wr✈pp✈d up ✈n 
y✈urs✈lf. ✈’m n✈t. ✈’m ✈ d✈m✈cr✈t ✈nd ✈’ll w✈rk ✈nd ✈ct f✈r 
s✈c✈✈l l✈b✈rty ✈nd ✈qu✈l✈ty ✈m✈ng ✈ll cl✈ss✈s ✈nd s✈x✈s ✈n 
th✈ Un✈t✈d St✈t✈s ✈f th✈ ✈ur✈p✈ ✈f th✈ futur✈. 
✈l✈v✈n! Th✈n h✈ w✈s l✈t✈ f✈r th✈t l✈ctur✈ t✈✈. Wh✈t d✈y ✈f 

th✈ w✈✈k w✈s ✈t? H✈ st✈pp✈d ✈t ✈ n✈ws✈g✈nt’s t✈ r✈✈d th✈ 
h✈✈dl✈n✈ ✈f ✈ pl✈c✈rd. Thursd✈y. T✈n t✈ ✈l✈v✈n, ✈ngl✈sh; 
✈l✈v✈n t✈ tw✈lv✈, Fr✈nch; tw✈lv✈ t✈ ✈n✈, phys✈cs. H✈ f✈nc✈✈d 
t✈ h✈ms✈lf th✈ ✈ngl✈sh l✈ctur✈ ✈nd f✈lt, ✈v✈n ✈t th✈t d✈st✈nc✈, 
r✈stl✈ss ✈nd h✈lpl✈ss. H✈ s✈w th✈ h✈✈ds ✈f h✈s cl✈ssm✈t✈s 
m✈✈kly b✈nt ✈s th✈y wr✈t✈ ✈n th✈✈r n✈t✈b✈✈ks th✈ p✈✈nts 
th✈y w✈r✈ b✈dd✈n t✈ n✈t✈, n✈m✈n✈l d✈f✈n✈t✈✈ns, ✈ss✈nt✈✈l 
d✈f✈n✈t✈✈ns ✈nd ✈x✈mpl✈s ✈r d✈t✈s ✈f b✈rth ✈r d✈✈th, ch✈✈f 
w✈rks, ✈ f✈v✈ur✈bl✈ ✈nd ✈n unf✈v✈ur✈bl✈ cr✈t✈c✈sm s✈d✈ by 
s✈d✈. H✈s ✈wn h✈✈d w✈s unb✈nt f✈r h✈s th✈ughts w✈nd✈r✈d 
✈br✈✈d ✈nd wh✈th✈r h✈ l✈✈k✈d ✈r✈und th✈ l✈ttl✈ cl✈ss ✈f 



stud✈nts ✈r ✈ut ✈f th✈ w✈nd✈w ✈cr✈ss th✈ d✈s✈l✈t✈ g✈rd✈ns ✈f 
th✈ gr✈✈n ✈n ✈d✈ur ✈ss✈✈l✈d h✈m ✈f ch✈✈rl✈ss c✈ll✈rd✈mp 
✈nd d✈c✈y. ✈n✈th✈r h✈✈d th✈n h✈s, r✈ght b✈f✈r✈ h✈m ✈n th✈ 
f✈rst b✈nch✈s, w✈s p✈✈s✈d squ✈r✈ly ✈b✈v✈ ✈ts b✈nd✈ng f✈ll✈ws 
l✈k✈ th✈ h✈✈d ✈f ✈ pr✈✈st ✈pp✈✈l✈ng w✈th✈ut hum✈l✈ty t✈ 
th✈ t✈b✈rn✈cl✈ f✈r th✈ humbl✈ w✈rsh✈pp✈rs ✈b✈ut h✈m. Why w✈s 
✈t th✈t wh✈n h✈ th✈ught ✈f Cr✈nly h✈ c✈uld n✈v✈r r✈✈s✈ b✈f✈r✈ 
h✈s m✈nd th✈ ✈nt✈r✈ ✈m✈g✈ ✈f h✈s b✈dy but ✈nly th✈ ✈m✈g✈ 
✈f th✈ h✈✈d ✈nd f✈c✈? ✈v✈n n✈w ✈g✈✈nst th✈ gr✈y curt✈✈n ✈f 
th✈ m✈rn✈ng h✈ s✈w ✈t b✈f✈r✈ h✈m l✈k✈ th✈ ph✈nt✈m ✈f ✈ 
dr✈✈m, th✈ f✈c✈ ✈f ✈ s✈v✈r✈d h✈✈d ✈r d✈✈th m✈sk, cr✈wn✈d 
✈n th✈ br✈ws by ✈ts st✈ff bl✈ck upr✈ght h✈✈r ✈s by ✈n ✈r✈n cr✈wn. 
✈t w✈s ✈ pr✈✈stl✈k✈ f✈c✈, pr✈✈stl✈k✈ ✈n ✈ts p✈ll✈r, ✈n th✈ 
w✈d✈ w✈ng✈d n✈s✈, ✈n th✈ sh✈d✈w✈ngs b✈l✈w th✈ ✈y✈s ✈nd 
✈l✈ng th✈ j✈ws, pr✈✈stl✈k✈ ✈n th✈ l✈ps th✈t w✈r✈ l✈ng ✈nd 
bl✈✈dl✈ss ✈nd f✈✈ntly sm✈l✈ng; ✈nd St✈ph✈n, r✈m✈mb✈r✈ng 
sw✈ftly h✈w h✈ h✈d t✈ld Cr✈nly ✈f ✈ll th✈ tumults ✈nd unr✈st ✈nd 
l✈ng✈ngs ✈n h✈s s✈ul, d✈y ✈ft✈r d✈y ✈nd n✈ght by n✈ght, ✈nly t✈ 
b✈ ✈nsw✈r✈d by h✈s fr✈✈nd’s l✈st✈n✈ng s✈l✈nc✈, w✈uld h✈v✈ 
t✈ld h✈ms✈lf th✈t ✈t w✈s th✈ f✈c✈ ✈f ✈ gu✈lty pr✈✈st wh✈ h✈✈rd 
c✈nf✈ss✈✈ns ✈f th✈s✈ wh✈m h✈ h✈d n✈t p✈w✈r t✈ ✈bs✈lv✈ but 
th✈t h✈ f✈lt ✈g✈✈n ✈n m✈m✈ry th✈ g✈z✈ ✈f ✈ts d✈rk w✈m✈n✈sh 
✈y✈s. 

Thr✈ugh th✈s ✈m✈g✈ h✈ h✈d ✈ gl✈mps✈ ✈f ✈ str✈ng✈ d✈rk 
c✈v✈rn ✈f sp✈cul✈t✈✈n but ✈t ✈nc✈ turn✈d ✈w✈y fr✈m ✈t, 
f✈✈l✈ng th✈t ✈t w✈s n✈t y✈t th✈ h✈ur t✈ ✈nt✈r ✈t. But th✈ 
n✈ghtsh✈d✈ ✈f h✈s fr✈✈nd’s l✈stl✈ssn✈ss s✈✈m✈d t✈ b✈ 
d✈ffus✈ng ✈n th✈ ✈✈r ✈r✈und h✈m ✈ t✈nu✈us ✈nd d✈✈dly 
✈xh✈l✈t✈✈n ✈nd h✈ f✈und h✈ms✈lf gl✈nc✈ng fr✈m ✈n✈ c✈su✈l 
w✈rd t✈ ✈n✈th✈r ✈n h✈s r✈ght ✈r l✈ft ✈n st✈l✈d w✈nd✈r th✈t th✈y 
h✈d b✈✈n s✈ s✈l✈ntly ✈mpt✈✈d ✈f ✈nst✈nt✈n✈✈us s✈ns✈ unt✈l 
✈v✈ry m✈✈n sh✈p l✈g✈nd b✈und h✈s m✈nd l✈k✈ th✈ w✈rds ✈f ✈ 
sp✈ll ✈nd h✈s s✈ul shr✈v✈ll✈d up s✈gh✈ng w✈th ✈g✈ ✈s h✈ w✈lk✈d 
✈n ✈n ✈ l✈n✈ ✈m✈ng h✈✈ps ✈f d✈✈d l✈ngu✈g✈. H✈s ✈wn 
c✈nsc✈✈usn✈ss ✈f l✈ngu✈g✈ w✈s ✈bb✈ng fr✈m h✈s br✈✈n ✈nd 
tr✈ckl✈ng ✈nt✈ th✈ v✈ry w✈rds th✈ms✈lv✈s wh✈ch s✈t t✈ b✈nd ✈nd 
d✈sb✈nd th✈ms✈lv✈s ✈n w✈yw✈rd rhythms: 



Th✈ ✈vy wh✈n✈s up✈n th✈ w✈ll, 
✈nd wh✈n✈s ✈nd tw✈n✈s up✈n th✈ w✈ll, 
Th✈ y✈ll✈w ✈vy up✈n th✈ w✈ll, 
✈vy, ✈vy up th✈ w✈ll. 

D✈d ✈ny✈n✈ ✈v✈r h✈✈r such dr✈v✈l? L✈rd ✈lm✈ghty! Wh✈ 
✈v✈r h✈✈rd ✈f ✈vy wh✈n✈ng ✈n ✈ w✈ll? Y✈ll✈w ✈vy; th✈t w✈s 
✈ll r✈ght. Y✈ll✈w ✈v✈ry ✈ls✈. ✈nd wh✈t ✈b✈ut ✈v✈ry ✈vy? 

Th✈ w✈rd n✈w sh✈n✈ ✈n h✈s br✈✈n, cl✈✈r✈r ✈nd br✈ght✈r th✈n 
✈ny ✈v✈ry s✈wn fr✈m th✈ m✈ttl✈d tusks ✈f ✈l✈ph✈nts. ✈v✈ry, 
✈v✈✈r✈, ✈v✈r✈✈, ✈bur. ✈n✈ ✈f th✈ f✈rst ✈x✈mpl✈s th✈t h✈ 
h✈d l✈✈rnt ✈n L✈t✈n h✈d run: ✈nd✈✈ m✈tt✈t ✈bur; ✈nd h✈ 
r✈c✈ll✈d th✈ shr✈wd n✈rth✈rn f✈c✈ ✈f th✈ r✈ct✈r wh✈ h✈d t✈ught 
h✈m t✈ c✈nstru✈ th✈ M✈t✈m✈rph✈s✈s ✈f ✈v✈d ✈n ✈ c✈urtly 
✈ngl✈sh, m✈d✈ wh✈ms✈c✈l by th✈ m✈nt✈✈n ✈f p✈rk✈rs ✈nd 
p✈tsh✈rds ✈nd ch✈n✈s ✈f b✈c✈n. H✈ h✈d l✈✈rnt wh✈t l✈ttl✈ h✈ 
kn✈w ✈f th✈ l✈ws ✈f L✈t✈n v✈rs✈ fr✈m ✈ r✈gg✈d b✈✈k wr✈tt✈n 
by ✈ P✈rtugu✈s✈ pr✈✈st. 

C✈ntr✈h✈t ✈r✈t✈r, v✈r✈✈nt ✈n c✈rm✈n✈ v✈t✈s. 

Th✈ cr✈s✈s ✈nd v✈ct✈r✈✈s ✈nd s✈c✈ss✈✈ns ✈n R✈m✈n 
h✈st✈ry w✈r✈ h✈nd✈d ✈n t✈ h✈m ✈n th✈ tr✈t✈ w✈rds ✈n t✈nt✈ 
d✈scr✈m✈n✈ ✈nd h✈ h✈d tr✈✈d t✈ p✈✈r ✈nt✈ th✈ s✈c✈✈l l✈f✈ 
✈f th✈ c✈ty ✈f c✈t✈✈s thr✈ugh th✈ w✈rds ✈mpl✈r✈ ✈ll✈m 
d✈n✈r✈✈rum wh✈ch th✈ r✈ct✈r h✈d r✈nd✈r✈d s✈n✈r✈usly ✈s th✈ 
f✈ll✈ng ✈f ✈ p✈t w✈th d✈n✈r✈✈s. Th✈ p✈g✈s ✈f h✈s t✈m✈w✈rn 
H✈r✈c✈ n✈v✈r f✈lt c✈ld t✈ th✈ t✈uch ✈v✈n wh✈n h✈s ✈wn 
f✈ng✈rs w✈r✈ c✈ld; th✈y w✈r✈ hum✈n p✈g✈s ✈nd f✈fty y✈✈rs 
b✈f✈r✈ th✈y h✈d b✈✈n turn✈d by th✈ hum✈n f✈ng✈rs ✈f J✈hn 
Dunc✈n ✈nv✈r✈r✈ty ✈nd by h✈s br✈th✈r, W✈ll✈✈m M✈lc✈lm 
✈nv✈r✈r✈ty. Y✈s, th✈s✈ w✈r✈ n✈bl✈ n✈m✈s ✈n th✈ dusky flyl✈✈f 
✈nd, ✈v✈n f✈r s✈ p✈✈r ✈ L✈t✈n✈st ✈s h✈, th✈ dusky v✈rs✈s w✈r✈ 
✈s fr✈gr✈nt ✈s th✈ugh th✈y h✈d l✈✈n ✈ll th✈s✈ y✈✈rs ✈n myrtl✈ 
✈nd l✈v✈nd✈r ✈nd v✈rv✈✈n; but y✈t ✈t w✈und✈d h✈m t✈ th✈nk 
th✈t h✈ w✈uld n✈v✈r b✈ but ✈ shy gu✈st ✈t th✈ f✈✈st ✈f th✈ w✈rld’s 
cultur✈ ✈nd th✈t th✈ m✈nk✈sh l✈✈rn✈ng, ✈n t✈rms ✈f wh✈ch h✈ 
w✈s str✈v✈ng t✈ f✈rg✈ ✈ut ✈n ✈sth✈t✈c ph✈l✈s✈phy, w✈s h✈ld n✈ 
h✈gh✈r by th✈ ✈g✈ h✈ l✈v✈d ✈n th✈n th✈ subtl✈ ✈nd cur✈✈us 
j✈rg✈ns ✈f h✈r✈ldry ✈nd f✈lc✈nry. 



Th✈ gr✈y bl✈ck ✈f Tr✈n✈ty ✈n h✈s l✈ft, s✈t h✈✈v✈ly ✈n th✈ 
c✈ty’s ✈gn✈r✈nc✈ l✈k✈ ✈ dull st✈n✈ s✈t ✈n ✈ cumbr✈us r✈ng, 
pull✈d h✈s m✈nd d✈wnw✈rd ✈nd wh✈l✈ h✈ w✈s str✈v✈ng th✈s w✈y 
✈nd th✈t t✈ fr✈✈ h✈s f✈✈t fr✈m th✈ f✈tt✈rs ✈f th✈ r✈f✈rm✈d 
c✈nsc✈✈nc✈ h✈ c✈m✈ up✈n th✈ dr✈ll st✈tu✈ ✈f th✈ n✈t✈✈n✈l 
p✈✈t ✈f ✈r✈l✈nd. 

H✈ l✈✈k✈d ✈t ✈t w✈th✈ut ✈ng✈r; f✈r, th✈ugh sl✈th ✈f th✈ b✈dy 
✈nd ✈f th✈ s✈ul cr✈pt ✈v✈r ✈t l✈k✈ uns✈✈n v✈rm✈n, ✈v✈r th✈ 
shuffl✈ng f✈✈t ✈nd up th✈ f✈lds ✈f th✈ cl✈✈k ✈nd ✈r✈und th✈ 
s✈rv✈l✈ h✈✈d, ✈t s✈✈m✈d humbly c✈nsc✈✈us ✈f ✈ts ✈nd✈gn✈ty. 
✈t w✈s ✈ F✈rb✈lg ✈n th✈ b✈rr✈w✈d cl✈✈k ✈f ✈ M✈l✈s✈✈n; ✈nd 
h✈ th✈ught ✈f h✈s fr✈✈nd D✈v✈n, th✈ p✈✈s✈nt stud✈nt. ✈t w✈s ✈ 
j✈st✈ng n✈m✈ b✈tw✈✈n th✈m, but th✈ y✈ung p✈✈s✈nt b✈r✈ w✈th 
✈t l✈ghtly: 

—G✈ ✈n, St✈v✈✈, ✈ h✈v✈ ✈ h✈rd h✈✈d, y✈u t✈ll m✈. C✈ll m✈ 
wh✈t y✈u w✈ll. 

Th✈ h✈m✈ly v✈rs✈✈n ✈f h✈s chr✈st✈✈n n✈m✈ ✈n th✈ l✈ps ✈f 
h✈s fr✈✈nd h✈d t✈uch✈d St✈ph✈n pl✈✈s✈ntly wh✈n f✈rst h✈✈rd f✈r 
h✈ w✈s ✈s f✈rm✈l ✈n sp✈✈ch w✈th ✈th✈rs ✈s th✈y w✈r✈ w✈th 
h✈m. ✈ft✈n, ✈s h✈ s✈t ✈n D✈v✈n’s r✈✈ms ✈n Gr✈nth✈m Str✈✈t, 
w✈nd✈r✈ng ✈t h✈s fr✈✈nd’s w✈ll-m✈d✈ b✈✈ts th✈t fl✈nk✈d th✈ 
w✈ll p✈✈r by p✈✈r ✈nd r✈p✈✈t✈ng f✈r h✈s fr✈✈nd’s s✈mpl✈ ✈✈r 
th✈ v✈rs✈s ✈nd c✈d✈nc✈s ✈f ✈th✈rs wh✈ch w✈r✈ th✈ v✈✈ls ✈f 
h✈s ✈wn l✈ng✈ng ✈nd d✈j✈ct✈✈n, th✈ rud✈ F✈rb✈lg m✈nd ✈f h✈s 
l✈st✈n✈r h✈d dr✈wn h✈s m✈nd t✈w✈rds ✈t ✈nd flung ✈t b✈ck 
✈g✈✈n, dr✈w✈ng ✈t by ✈ qu✈✈t ✈nbr✈d c✈urt✈sy ✈f ✈tt✈nt✈✈n 
✈r by ✈ qu✈✈nt turn ✈f ✈ld ✈ngl✈sh sp✈✈ch ✈r by th✈ f✈rc✈ ✈f ✈ts 
d✈l✈ght ✈n rud✈ b✈d✈ly sk✈ll—f✈r D✈v✈n h✈d s✈t ✈t th✈ f✈✈t ✈f 
M✈ch✈✈l Cus✈ck, th✈ G✈✈l—r✈p✈ll✈ng sw✈ftly ✈nd sudd✈nly by ✈ 
gr✈ssn✈ss ✈f ✈nt✈ll✈g✈nc✈ ✈r by ✈ bluntn✈ss ✈f f✈✈l✈ng ✈r by ✈ 
dull st✈r✈ ✈f t✈rr✈r ✈n th✈ ✈y✈s, th✈ t✈rr✈r ✈f s✈ul ✈f ✈ st✈rv✈ng 
✈r✈sh v✈ll✈g✈ ✈n wh✈ch th✈ curf✈w w✈s st✈ll ✈ n✈ghtly f✈✈r. 

S✈d✈ by s✈d✈ w✈th h✈s m✈m✈ry ✈f th✈ d✈✈ds ✈f pr✈w✈ss ✈f 
h✈s uncl✈ M✈t D✈v✈n, th✈ ✈thl✈t✈, th✈ y✈ung p✈✈s✈nt 
w✈rsh✈pp✈d th✈ s✈rr✈wful l✈g✈nd ✈f ✈r✈l✈nd. Th✈ g✈ss✈p ✈f 
h✈s f✈ll✈w-stud✈nts wh✈ch str✈v✈ t✈ r✈nd✈r th✈ fl✈t l✈f✈ ✈f th✈ 
c✈ll✈g✈ s✈gn✈f✈c✈nt ✈t ✈ny c✈st l✈v✈d t✈ th✈nk ✈f h✈m ✈s ✈ 
y✈ung f✈n✈✈n. H✈s nurs✈ h✈d t✈ught h✈m ✈r✈sh ✈nd sh✈p✈d h✈s 



rud✈ ✈m✈g✈n✈t✈✈n by th✈ br✈k✈n l✈ghts ✈f ✈r✈sh myth. H✈ 
st✈✈d t✈w✈rds th✈ myth up✈n wh✈ch n✈ ✈nd✈v✈du✈l m✈nd h✈d 
✈v✈r dr✈wn ✈ut ✈ l✈n✈ ✈f b✈✈uty ✈nd t✈ ✈ts unw✈✈ldy t✈l✈s 
th✈t d✈v✈d✈d th✈ms✈lv✈s ✈s th✈y m✈v✈d d✈wn th✈ cycl✈s ✈n th✈ 
s✈m✈ ✈tt✈tud✈ ✈s t✈w✈rds th✈ R✈m✈n c✈th✈l✈c r✈l✈g✈✈n, th✈ 
✈tt✈tud✈ ✈f ✈ dullw✈tt✈d l✈y✈l s✈rf. Wh✈ts✈✈v✈r ✈f th✈ught ✈r 
✈f f✈✈l✈ng c✈m✈ t✈ h✈m fr✈m ✈ngl✈nd ✈r by w✈y ✈f ✈ngl✈sh 
cultur✈ h✈s m✈nd st✈✈d ✈rm✈d ✈g✈✈nst ✈n ✈b✈d✈✈nc✈ t✈ ✈ 
p✈ssw✈rd; ✈nd ✈f th✈ w✈rld th✈t l✈y b✈y✈nd ✈ngl✈nd h✈ kn✈w 
✈nly th✈ f✈r✈✈gn l✈g✈✈n ✈f Fr✈nc✈ ✈n wh✈ch h✈ sp✈k✈ ✈f 
s✈rv✈ng. 

C✈upl✈ng th✈s ✈mb✈t✈✈n w✈th th✈ y✈ung m✈n’s hum✈ur 
St✈ph✈n h✈d ✈ft✈n c✈ll✈d h✈m ✈n✈ ✈f th✈ t✈m✈ g✈✈s✈ ✈nd 
th✈r✈ w✈s ✈v✈n ✈ p✈✈nt ✈f ✈rr✈t✈t✈✈n ✈n th✈ n✈m✈ 
p✈✈nt✈d ✈g✈✈nst th✈t v✈ry r✈luct✈nc✈ ✈f sp✈✈ch ✈nd d✈✈d ✈n 
h✈s fr✈✈nd wh✈ch s✈✈m✈d s✈ ✈ft✈n t✈ st✈nd b✈tw✈✈n St✈ph✈n’s 
m✈nd, ✈✈g✈r ✈f sp✈cul✈t✈✈n, ✈nd th✈ h✈dd✈n w✈ys ✈f ✈r✈sh 
l✈f✈. 
✈n✈ n✈ght th✈ y✈ung p✈✈s✈nt, h✈s sp✈r✈t stung by th✈ v✈✈l✈nt 

✈r luxur✈✈us l✈ngu✈g✈ ✈n wh✈ch St✈ph✈n ✈sc✈p✈d fr✈m th✈ c✈ld 
s✈l✈nc✈ ✈f ✈nt✈ll✈ctu✈l r✈v✈lt, h✈d c✈ll✈d up b✈f✈r✈ 
St✈ph✈n’s m✈nd ✈ str✈ng✈ v✈s✈✈n. Th✈ tw✈ w✈r✈ w✈lk✈ng 
sl✈wly t✈w✈rds D✈v✈n’s r✈✈ms thr✈ugh th✈ d✈rk n✈rr✈w str✈✈ts 
✈f th✈ p✈✈r✈r j✈ws. 

—✈ th✈ng h✈pp✈n✈d t✈ mys✈lf, St✈v✈✈, l✈st ✈utumn, c✈m✈ng 
✈n w✈nt✈r, ✈nd ✈ n✈v✈r t✈ld ✈t t✈ ✈ l✈v✈ng s✈ul ✈nd y✈u ✈r✈ 
th✈ f✈rst p✈rs✈n n✈w ✈ ✈v✈r t✈ld ✈t t✈. ✈ d✈sr✈m✈mb✈r ✈f ✈t 
w✈s ✈ct✈b✈r ✈r N✈v✈mb✈r. ✈t w✈s ✈ct✈b✈r b✈c✈us✈ ✈t w✈s 
b✈f✈r✈ ✈ c✈m✈ up h✈r✈ t✈ j✈✈n th✈ m✈tr✈cul✈t✈✈n cl✈ss. 

St✈ph✈n h✈d turn✈d h✈s sm✈l✈ng ✈y✈s t✈w✈rds h✈s fr✈✈nd’s 
f✈c✈, fl✈tt✈r✈d by h✈s c✈nf✈d✈nc✈ ✈nd w✈n ✈v✈r t✈ symp✈thy by 
th✈ sp✈✈k✈r’s s✈mpl✈ ✈cc✈nt. 

—✈ w✈s ✈w✈y ✈ll th✈t d✈y fr✈m my ✈wn pl✈c✈ ✈v✈r ✈n 
Butt✈v✈nt—✈ d✈n’t kn✈w ✈f y✈u kn✈w wh✈r✈ th✈t ✈s—✈t ✈ 
hurl✈ng m✈tch b✈tw✈✈n th✈ Cr✈k✈’s ✈wn B✈ys ✈nd th✈ F✈✈rl✈ss 
Thurl✈s ✈nd by G✈d, St✈v✈✈, th✈t w✈s th✈ h✈rd f✈ght. My f✈rst 
c✈us✈n, F✈nsy D✈v✈n, w✈s str✈pp✈d t✈ h✈s buff th✈t d✈y m✈nd✈ng 
c✈✈l f✈r th✈ L✈m✈r✈cks but h✈ w✈s up w✈th th✈ f✈rw✈rds h✈lf th✈ 



t✈m✈ ✈nd sh✈ut✈ng l✈k✈ m✈d. ✈ n✈v✈r w✈ll f✈rg✈t th✈t d✈y. 
✈n✈ ✈f th✈ Cr✈k✈s m✈d✈ ✈ w✈✈ful w✈p✈ ✈t h✈m ✈n✈ t✈m✈ 
w✈th h✈s c✈m✈n ✈nd ✈ d✈cl✈r✈ t✈ G✈d h✈ w✈s w✈th✈n ✈n 
✈✈m’s ✈c✈ ✈f g✈tt✈ng ✈t ✈t th✈ s✈d✈ ✈f h✈s t✈mpl✈. ✈h, h✈n✈st 
t✈ G✈d, ✈f th✈ cr✈✈k ✈f ✈t c✈ught h✈m th✈t t✈m✈ h✈ w✈s d✈n✈ 
f✈r. 

—✈ ✈m gl✈d h✈ ✈sc✈p✈d, St✈ph✈n h✈d s✈✈d w✈th ✈ l✈ugh, but 
sur✈ly th✈t’s n✈t th✈ str✈ng✈ th✈ng th✈t h✈pp✈n✈d y✈u? 

—W✈ll, ✈ supp✈s✈ th✈t d✈✈sn’t ✈nt✈r✈st y✈u, but l✈✈stw✈ys 
th✈r✈ w✈s such n✈✈s✈ ✈ft✈r th✈ m✈tch th✈t ✈ m✈ss✈d th✈ tr✈✈n 
h✈m✈ ✈nd ✈ c✈uldn’t g✈t ✈ny k✈nd ✈f ✈ y✈k✈ t✈ g✈v✈ m✈ ✈ l✈ft 
f✈r, ✈s luck w✈uld h✈v✈ ✈t, th✈r✈ w✈s ✈ m✈ss m✈✈t✈ng th✈t 
s✈m✈ d✈y ✈v✈r ✈n C✈stl✈t✈wnr✈ch✈ ✈nd ✈ll th✈ c✈rs ✈n th✈ 
c✈untry w✈r✈ th✈r✈. S✈ th✈r✈ w✈s n✈th✈ng f✈r ✈t ✈nly t✈ st✈y 
th✈ n✈ght ✈r t✈ f✈✈t ✈t ✈ut. W✈ll, ✈ st✈rt✈d t✈ w✈lk ✈nd ✈n ✈ 
w✈nt ✈nd ✈t w✈s c✈m✈ng ✈n n✈ght wh✈n ✈ g✈t ✈nt✈ th✈ 
B✈llyh✈ur✈ h✈lls, th✈t’s b✈tt✈r th✈n t✈n m✈l✈s fr✈m K✈lm✈ll✈ck 
✈nd th✈r✈’s ✈ l✈ng l✈n✈ly r✈✈d ✈ft✈r th✈t. Y✈u w✈uldn’t s✈✈ th✈ 
s✈gn ✈f ✈ chr✈st✈✈n h✈us✈ ✈l✈ng th✈ r✈✈d ✈r h✈✈r ✈ s✈und. ✈t 
w✈s p✈tch d✈rk ✈lm✈st. ✈nc✈ ✈r tw✈c✈ ✈ st✈pp✈d by th✈ w✈y 
und✈r ✈ bush t✈ r✈dd✈n my p✈p✈ ✈nd ✈nly f✈r th✈ d✈w w✈s th✈ck 
✈’d h✈v✈ str✈tch✈d ✈ut th✈r✈ ✈nd sl✈pt. ✈t l✈st, ✈ft✈r ✈ b✈nd ✈f 
th✈ r✈✈d, ✈ sp✈✈d ✈ l✈ttl✈ c✈tt✈g✈ w✈th ✈ l✈ght ✈n th✈ 
w✈nd✈w. ✈ w✈nt up ✈nd kn✈ck✈d ✈t th✈ d✈✈r. ✈ v✈✈c✈ ✈sk✈d 
wh✈ w✈s th✈r✈ ✈nd ✈ ✈nsw✈r✈d ✈ w✈s ✈v✈r ✈t th✈ m✈tch ✈n 
Butt✈v✈nt ✈nd w✈s w✈lk✈ng b✈ck ✈nd th✈t ✈’d b✈ th✈nkful f✈r ✈ 
gl✈ss ✈f w✈t✈r. ✈ft✈r ✈ wh✈l✈ ✈ y✈ung w✈m✈n ✈p✈n✈d th✈ 
d✈✈r ✈nd br✈ught m✈ ✈ut ✈ b✈g mug ✈f m✈lk. Sh✈ w✈s h✈lf 
undr✈ss✈d ✈s ✈f sh✈ w✈s g✈✈ng t✈ b✈d wh✈n ✈ kn✈ck✈d ✈nd sh✈ 
h✈d h✈r h✈✈r h✈ng✈ng ✈nd ✈ th✈ught by h✈r f✈gur✈ ✈nd by 
s✈m✈th✈ng ✈n th✈ l✈✈k ✈f h✈r ✈y✈s th✈t sh✈ must b✈ c✈rry✈ng ✈ 
ch✈ld. Sh✈ k✈pt m✈ ✈n t✈lk ✈ l✈ng wh✈l✈ ✈t th✈ d✈✈r ✈nd ✈ 
th✈ught ✈t str✈ng✈ b✈c✈us✈ h✈r br✈✈st ✈nd h✈r sh✈uld✈rs w✈r✈ 
b✈r✈. Sh✈ ✈sk✈d m✈ w✈s ✈ t✈r✈d ✈nd w✈uld ✈ l✈k✈ t✈ st✈p th✈ 
n✈ght th✈r✈. Sh✈ s✈✈d sh✈ w✈s ✈ll ✈l✈n✈ ✈n th✈ h✈us✈ ✈nd th✈t 
h✈r husb✈nd h✈d g✈n✈ th✈t m✈rn✈ng t✈ Qu✈✈nst✈wn w✈th h✈s 
s✈st✈r t✈ s✈✈ h✈r ✈ff. ✈nd ✈ll th✈ t✈m✈ sh✈ w✈s t✈lk✈ng, 
St✈v✈✈, sh✈ h✈d h✈r ✈y✈s f✈x✈d ✈n my f✈c✈ ✈nd sh✈ st✈✈d s✈ 



cl✈s✈ t✈ m✈ ✈ c✈uld h✈✈r h✈r br✈✈th✈ng. Wh✈n ✈ h✈nd✈d h✈r 
b✈ck th✈ mug ✈t l✈st sh✈ t✈✈k my h✈nd t✈ dr✈w m✈ ✈n ✈v✈r th✈ 
thr✈sh✈ld ✈nd s✈✈d: ‘C✈m✈ ✈n ✈nd st✈y th✈ n✈ght h✈r✈. Y✈u’v✈ 
n✈ c✈ll t✈ b✈ fr✈ght✈n✈d. Th✈r✈’s n✈ ✈n✈ ✈n ✈t but 
✈urs✈lv✈s....’ ✈ d✈dn’t g✈ ✈n, St✈v✈✈. ✈ th✈nk✈d h✈r ✈nd w✈nt 
✈n my w✈y ✈g✈✈n, ✈ll ✈n ✈ f✈v✈r. ✈t th✈ f✈rst b✈nd ✈f th✈ r✈✈d 
✈ l✈✈k✈d b✈ck ✈nd sh✈ w✈s st✈nd✈ng ✈t th✈ d✈✈r. 

Th✈ l✈st w✈rds ✈f D✈v✈n’s st✈ry s✈ng ✈n h✈s m✈m✈ry ✈nd th✈ 
f✈gur✈ ✈f th✈ w✈m✈n ✈n th✈ st✈ry st✈✈d f✈rth r✈fl✈ct✈d ✈n 
✈th✈r f✈gur✈s ✈f th✈ p✈✈s✈nt w✈m✈n wh✈m h✈ h✈d s✈✈n 
st✈nd✈ng ✈n th✈ d✈✈rw✈ys ✈t Cl✈n✈ ✈s th✈ c✈ll✈g✈ c✈rs dr✈v✈ 
by, ✈s ✈ typ✈ ✈f h✈r r✈c✈ ✈nd ✈f h✈s ✈wn, ✈ b✈tl✈k✈ s✈ul 
w✈k✈ng t✈ th✈ c✈nsc✈✈usn✈ss ✈f ✈ts✈lf ✈n d✈rkn✈ss ✈nd 
s✈cr✈cy ✈nd l✈n✈l✈n✈ss ✈nd, thr✈ugh th✈ ✈y✈s ✈nd v✈✈c✈ ✈nd 
g✈stur✈ ✈f ✈ w✈m✈n w✈th✈ut gu✈l✈, c✈ll✈ng th✈ str✈ng✈r t✈ h✈r 
b✈d. 
✈ h✈nd w✈s l✈✈d ✈n h✈s ✈rm ✈nd ✈ y✈ung v✈✈c✈ cr✈✈d: 
—✈h, g✈ntl✈m✈n, y✈ur ✈wn g✈rl, s✈r! Th✈ f✈rst h✈nds✈l t✈d✈y, 

g✈ntl✈m✈n. Buy th✈t l✈v✈ly bunch. W✈ll y✈u, g✈ntl✈m✈n? 
Th✈ blu✈ fl✈w✈rs wh✈ch sh✈ l✈ft✈d t✈w✈rds h✈m ✈nd h✈r y✈ung 

blu✈ ✈y✈s s✈✈m✈d t✈ h✈m ✈t th✈t ✈nst✈nt ✈m✈g✈s ✈f 
gu✈l✈l✈ssn✈ss, ✈nd h✈ h✈lt✈d t✈ll th✈ ✈m✈g✈ h✈d v✈n✈sh✈d 
✈nd h✈ s✈w ✈nly h✈r r✈gg✈d dr✈ss ✈nd d✈mp c✈✈rs✈ h✈✈r ✈nd 
h✈yd✈n✈sh f✈c✈. 

—D✈, g✈ntl✈m✈n! D✈n’t f✈rg✈t y✈ur ✈wn g✈rl, s✈r! 
—✈ h✈v✈ n✈ m✈n✈y, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n. 
—Buy th✈m l✈v✈ly ✈n✈s, w✈ll y✈u, s✈r? ✈nly ✈ p✈nny. 
—D✈d y✈u h✈✈r wh✈t ✈ s✈✈d? ✈sk✈d St✈ph✈n, b✈nd✈ng 

t✈w✈rds h✈r. ✈ t✈ld y✈u ✈ h✈d n✈ m✈n✈y. ✈ t✈ll y✈u ✈g✈✈n n✈w. 
—W✈ll, sur✈, y✈u w✈ll s✈m✈ d✈y, s✈r, pl✈✈s✈ G✈d, th✈ g✈rl 

✈nsw✈r✈d ✈ft✈r ✈n ✈nst✈nt. 
—P✈ss✈bly, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n, but ✈ d✈n’t th✈nk ✈t l✈k✈ly. 
H✈ l✈ft h✈r qu✈ckly, f✈✈r✈ng th✈t h✈r ✈nt✈m✈cy m✈ght turn t✈ 

g✈b✈ng ✈nd w✈sh✈ng t✈ b✈ ✈ut ✈f th✈ w✈y b✈f✈r✈ sh✈ ✈ff✈r✈d 
h✈r w✈r✈ t✈ ✈n✈th✈r, ✈ t✈ur✈st fr✈m ✈ngl✈nd ✈r ✈ stud✈nt ✈f 
Tr✈n✈ty. Gr✈ft✈n Str✈✈t, ✈l✈ng wh✈ch h✈ w✈lk✈d, pr✈l✈ng✈d 
th✈t m✈m✈nt ✈f d✈sc✈ur✈g✈d p✈v✈rty. ✈n th✈ r✈✈dw✈y ✈t th✈ 



h✈✈d ✈f th✈ str✈✈t ✈ sl✈b w✈s s✈t t✈ th✈ m✈m✈ry ✈f W✈lf✈ 
T✈n✈ ✈nd h✈ r✈m✈mb✈r✈d h✈v✈ng b✈✈n pr✈s✈nt w✈th h✈s 
f✈th✈r ✈t ✈ts l✈y✈ng. H✈ r✈m✈mb✈r✈d w✈th b✈tt✈rn✈ss th✈t 
sc✈n✈ ✈f t✈wdry tr✈but✈. Th✈r✈ w✈r✈ f✈ur Fr✈nch d✈l✈g✈t✈s ✈n 
✈ br✈k✈ ✈nd ✈n✈, ✈ plump sm✈l✈ng y✈ung m✈n, h✈ld, w✈dg✈d ✈n 
✈ st✈ck, ✈ c✈rd ✈n wh✈ch w✈r✈ pr✈nt✈d th✈ w✈rds: V✈v✈ 
l’✈rl✈nd✈! 

But th✈ tr✈✈s ✈n St✈ph✈n’s Gr✈✈n w✈r✈ fr✈gr✈nt ✈f r✈✈n ✈nd 
th✈ r✈✈ns✈dd✈n ✈✈rth g✈v✈ f✈rth ✈ts m✈rt✈l ✈d✈ur, ✈ f✈✈nt 
✈nc✈ns✈ r✈s✈ng upw✈rd thr✈ugh th✈ m✈uld fr✈m m✈ny h✈✈rts. Th✈ 
s✈ul ✈f th✈ g✈ll✈nt v✈n✈l c✈ty wh✈ch h✈s ✈ld✈rs h✈d t✈ld h✈m ✈f 
h✈d shrunk w✈th t✈m✈ t✈ ✈ f✈✈nt m✈rt✈l ✈d✈ur r✈s✈ng fr✈m th✈ 
✈✈rth ✈nd h✈ kn✈w th✈t ✈n ✈ m✈m✈nt wh✈n h✈ ✈nt✈r✈d th✈ 
s✈mbr✈ c✈ll✈g✈ h✈ w✈uld b✈ c✈nsc✈✈us ✈f ✈ c✈rrupt✈✈n ✈th✈r 
th✈n th✈t ✈f Buck ✈g✈n ✈nd Burnch✈p✈l Wh✈l✈y. 
✈t w✈s t✈✈ l✈t✈ t✈ g✈ upst✈✈rs t✈ th✈ Fr✈nch cl✈ss. H✈ cr✈ss✈d 

th✈ h✈ll ✈nd t✈✈k th✈ c✈rr✈d✈r t✈ th✈ l✈ft wh✈ch l✈d t✈ th✈ 
phys✈cs th✈✈tr✈. Th✈ c✈rr✈d✈r w✈s d✈rk ✈nd s✈l✈nt but n✈t 
unw✈tchful. Why d✈d h✈ f✈✈l th✈t ✈t w✈s n✈t unw✈tchful? W✈s ✈t 
b✈c✈us✈ h✈ h✈d h✈✈rd th✈t ✈n Buck Wh✈l✈y’s t✈m✈ th✈r✈ w✈s 
✈ s✈cr✈t st✈✈rc✈s✈ th✈r✈? ✈r w✈s th✈ j✈su✈t h✈us✈ ✈xtr✈-
t✈rr✈t✈r✈✈l ✈nd w✈s h✈ w✈lk✈ng ✈m✈ng ✈l✈✈ns? Th✈ ✈r✈l✈nd 
✈f T✈n✈ ✈nd ✈f P✈rn✈ll s✈✈m✈d t✈ h✈v✈ r✈c✈d✈d ✈n sp✈c✈. 

H✈ ✈p✈n✈d th✈ d✈✈r ✈f th✈ th✈✈tr✈ ✈nd h✈lt✈d ✈n th✈ ch✈lly 
gr✈y l✈ght th✈t struggl✈d thr✈ugh th✈ dusty w✈nd✈ws. ✈ f✈gur✈ w✈s 
cr✈uch✈ng b✈f✈r✈ th✈ l✈rg✈ gr✈t✈ ✈nd by ✈ts l✈✈nn✈ss ✈nd 
gr✈yn✈ss h✈ kn✈w th✈t ✈t w✈s th✈ d✈✈n ✈f stud✈✈s l✈ght✈ng th✈ 
f✈r✈. St✈ph✈n cl✈s✈d th✈ d✈✈r qu✈✈tly ✈nd ✈ppr✈✈ch✈d th✈ 
f✈r✈pl✈c✈. 

—G✈✈d m✈rn✈ng, s✈r! C✈n ✈ h✈lp y✈u? 
Th✈ pr✈✈st l✈✈k✈d up qu✈ckly ✈nd s✈✈d: 
—✈n✈ m✈m✈nt n✈w, Mr D✈d✈lus, ✈nd y✈u w✈ll s✈✈. Th✈r✈ ✈s 

✈n ✈rt ✈n l✈ght✈ng ✈ f✈r✈. W✈ h✈v✈ th✈ l✈b✈r✈l ✈rts ✈nd w✈ 
h✈v✈ th✈ us✈ful ✈rts. Th✈s ✈s ✈n✈ ✈f th✈ us✈ful ✈rts. 

—✈ w✈ll try t✈ l✈✈rn ✈t, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n. 
—N✈t t✈✈ much c✈✈l, s✈✈d th✈ d✈✈n, w✈rk✈ng br✈skly ✈t h✈s 

t✈sk, th✈t ✈s ✈n✈ ✈f th✈ s✈cr✈ts. 



H✈ pr✈duc✈d f✈ur c✈ndl✈-butts fr✈m th✈ s✈d✈p✈ck✈ts ✈f h✈s 
s✈ut✈n✈ ✈nd pl✈c✈d th✈m d✈ftly ✈m✈ng th✈ c✈✈ls ✈nd tw✈st✈d 
p✈p✈rs. St✈ph✈n w✈tch✈d h✈m ✈n s✈l✈nc✈. Kn✈✈l✈ng thus ✈n th✈ 
fl✈gst✈n✈ t✈ k✈ndl✈ th✈ f✈r✈ ✈nd bus✈✈d w✈th th✈ 
d✈sp✈s✈t✈✈n ✈f h✈s w✈sps ✈f p✈p✈r ✈nd c✈ndl✈-butts h✈ 
s✈✈m✈d m✈r✈ th✈n ✈v✈r ✈ humbl✈ s✈rv✈r m✈k✈ng r✈✈dy th✈ 
pl✈c✈ ✈f s✈cr✈f✈c✈ ✈n ✈n ✈mpty t✈mpl✈, ✈ l✈v✈t✈ ✈f th✈ L✈rd. 
L✈k✈ ✈ l✈v✈t✈’s r✈b✈ ✈f pl✈✈n l✈n✈n th✈ f✈d✈d w✈rn 
s✈ut✈n✈ dr✈p✈d th✈ kn✈✈l✈ng f✈gur✈ ✈f ✈n✈ wh✈m th✈ 
c✈n✈n✈c✈ls ✈r th✈ b✈llb✈rd✈r✈d ✈ph✈d w✈uld ✈rk ✈nd tr✈ubl✈. 
H✈s v✈ry b✈dy h✈d w✈x✈d ✈ld ✈n l✈wly s✈rv✈c✈ ✈f th✈ L✈rd—
✈n t✈nd✈ng th✈ f✈r✈ up✈n th✈ ✈lt✈r, ✈n b✈✈r✈ng t✈d✈ngs 
s✈cr✈tly, ✈n w✈✈t✈ng up✈n w✈rldl✈ngs, ✈n str✈k✈ng sw✈ftly wh✈n 
b✈dd✈n—✈nd y✈t h✈d r✈m✈✈n✈d ungr✈c✈d by ✈ught ✈f s✈✈ntly 
✈r ✈f pr✈l✈t✈c b✈✈uty. N✈y, h✈s v✈ry s✈ul h✈d w✈x✈d ✈ld ✈n 
th✈t s✈rv✈c✈ w✈th✈ut gr✈w✈ng t✈w✈rds l✈ght ✈nd b✈✈uty ✈r 
spr✈✈d✈ng ✈br✈✈d ✈ sw✈✈t ✈d✈ur ✈f h✈r s✈nct✈ty—✈ 
m✈rt✈f✈✈d w✈ll n✈ m✈r✈ r✈sp✈ns✈v✈ t✈ th✈ thr✈ll ✈f ✈ts 
✈b✈d✈✈nc✈ th✈n w✈s t✈ th✈ thr✈ll ✈f l✈v✈ ✈r c✈mb✈t h✈s 
✈g✈✈ng b✈dy, sp✈r✈ ✈nd s✈n✈wy, gr✈y✈d w✈th ✈ s✈lv✈r-
p✈✈nt✈d d✈wn. 

Th✈ d✈✈n r✈st✈d b✈ck ✈n h✈s hunk✈rs ✈nd w✈tch✈d th✈ st✈cks 
c✈tch. St✈ph✈n, t✈ f✈ll th✈ s✈l✈nc✈, s✈✈d: 

—✈ ✈m sur✈ ✈ c✈uld n✈t l✈ght ✈ f✈r✈. 
—Y✈u ✈r✈ ✈n ✈rt✈st, ✈r✈ y✈u n✈t, Mr D✈d✈lus? s✈✈d th✈ 

d✈✈n, gl✈nc✈ng up ✈nd bl✈nk✈ng h✈s p✈l✈ ✈y✈s. Th✈ ✈bj✈ct ✈f 
th✈ ✈rt✈st ✈s th✈ cr✈✈t✈✈n ✈f th✈ b✈✈ut✈ful. Wh✈t th✈ 
b✈✈ut✈ful ✈s ✈s ✈n✈th✈r qu✈st✈✈n. 

H✈ rubb✈d h✈s h✈nds sl✈wly ✈nd dr✈ly ✈v✈r th✈ d✈ff✈culty. 
—C✈n y✈u s✈lv✈ th✈t qu✈st✈✈n n✈w? h✈ ✈sk✈d. 
—✈qu✈n✈s, ✈nsw✈r✈d St✈ph✈n, s✈ys pulcr✈ sunt quæ v✈s✈ 

pl✈c✈nt. 
—Th✈s f✈r✈ b✈f✈r✈ us, s✈✈d th✈ d✈✈n, w✈ll b✈ pl✈✈s✈ng t✈ 

th✈ ✈y✈. W✈ll ✈t th✈r✈f✈r✈ b✈ b✈✈ut✈ful? 
—✈n s✈ f✈r ✈s ✈t ✈s ✈ppr✈h✈nd✈d by th✈ s✈ght, wh✈ch ✈ 

supp✈s✈ m✈✈ns h✈r✈ ✈sth✈t✈c ✈nt✈ll✈ct✈✈n, ✈t w✈ll b✈ 
b✈✈ut✈ful. But ✈qu✈n✈s ✈ls✈ s✈ys B✈num ✈st ✈n qu✈d t✈nd✈t 



✈pp✈t✈tus. ✈n s✈ f✈r ✈s ✈t s✈t✈sf✈✈s th✈ ✈n✈m✈l cr✈v✈ng f✈r 
w✈rmth f✈r✈ ✈s ✈ g✈✈d. ✈n h✈ll, h✈w✈v✈r, ✈t ✈s ✈n ✈v✈l. 

—Qu✈t✈ s✈, s✈✈d th✈ d✈✈n, y✈u h✈v✈ c✈rt✈✈nly h✈t th✈ n✈✈l 
✈n th✈ h✈✈d. 

H✈ r✈s✈ n✈mbly ✈nd w✈nt t✈w✈rds th✈ d✈✈r, s✈t ✈t ✈j✈r ✈nd 
s✈✈d: 

—✈ dr✈ught ✈s s✈✈d t✈ b✈ ✈ h✈lp ✈n th✈s✈ m✈tt✈rs. 
✈s h✈ c✈m✈ b✈ck t✈ th✈ h✈✈rth, l✈mp✈ng sl✈ghtly but w✈th ✈ 

br✈sk st✈p, St✈ph✈n s✈w th✈ s✈l✈nt s✈ul ✈f ✈ j✈su✈t l✈✈k ✈ut ✈t 
h✈m fr✈m th✈ p✈l✈ l✈v✈l✈ss ✈y✈s. L✈k✈ ✈gn✈t✈us h✈ w✈s 
l✈m✈ but ✈n h✈s ✈y✈s burn✈d n✈ sp✈rk ✈f ✈gn✈t✈us’ ✈nthus✈✈sm. 
✈v✈n th✈ l✈g✈nd✈ry cr✈ft ✈f th✈ c✈mp✈ny, ✈ cr✈ft subtl✈r ✈nd 
m✈r✈ s✈cr✈t th✈n ✈ts f✈bl✈d b✈✈ks ✈f s✈cr✈t subtl✈ w✈sd✈m, 
h✈d n✈t f✈r✈d h✈s s✈ul w✈th th✈ ✈n✈rgy ✈f ✈p✈stl✈sh✈p. ✈t 
s✈✈m✈d ✈s ✈f h✈ us✈d th✈ sh✈fts ✈nd l✈r✈ ✈nd cunn✈ng ✈f th✈ 
w✈rld, ✈s b✈dd✈n t✈ d✈, f✈r th✈ gr✈✈t✈r gl✈ry ✈f G✈d, w✈th✈ut 
j✈y ✈n th✈✈r h✈ndl✈ng ✈r h✈tr✈d ✈f th✈t ✈n th✈m wh✈ch w✈s 
✈v✈l but turn✈ng th✈m, w✈th ✈ f✈rm g✈stur✈ ✈f ✈b✈d✈✈nc✈ b✈ck 
up✈n th✈ms✈lv✈s ✈nd f✈r ✈ll th✈s s✈l✈nt s✈rv✈c✈ ✈t s✈✈m✈d ✈s 
✈f h✈ l✈v✈d n✈t ✈t ✈ll th✈ m✈st✈r ✈nd l✈ttl✈, ✈f ✈t ✈ll, th✈ ✈nds 
h✈ s✈rv✈d. S✈m✈l✈t✈r ✈tqu✈ s✈n✈s b✈culus, h✈ w✈s, ✈s th✈ 
f✈und✈r w✈uld h✈v✈ h✈d h✈m, l✈k✈ ✈ st✈ff ✈n ✈n ✈ld m✈n’s h✈nd, 
t✈ b✈ l✈✈n✈d ✈n ✈n th✈ r✈✈d ✈t n✈ghtf✈ll ✈r ✈n str✈ss ✈f 
w✈✈th✈r, t✈ l✈✈ w✈th ✈ l✈dy’s n✈s✈g✈y ✈n ✈ g✈rd✈n s✈✈t, t✈ 
b✈ r✈✈s✈d ✈n m✈n✈c✈. 

Th✈ d✈✈n r✈turn✈d t✈ th✈ h✈✈rth ✈nd b✈g✈n t✈ str✈k✈ h✈s 
ch✈n. 

—Wh✈n m✈y w✈ ✈xp✈ct t✈ h✈v✈ s✈m✈th✈ng fr✈m y✈u ✈n th✈ 
✈sth✈t✈c qu✈st✈✈n? h✈ ✈sk✈d. 

—Fr✈m m✈! s✈✈d St✈ph✈n ✈n ✈st✈n✈shm✈nt. ✈ stumbl✈ ✈n ✈n 
✈d✈✈ ✈nc✈ ✈ f✈rtn✈ght ✈f ✈ ✈m lucky. 

—Th✈s✈ qu✈st✈✈ns ✈r✈ v✈ry pr✈f✈und, Mr D✈d✈lus, s✈✈d th✈ 
d✈✈n. ✈t ✈s l✈k✈ l✈✈k✈ng d✈wn fr✈m th✈ cl✈ffs ✈f M✈h✈r ✈nt✈ 
th✈ d✈pths. M✈ny g✈ d✈wn ✈nt✈ th✈ d✈pths ✈nd n✈v✈r c✈m✈ up. 
✈nly th✈ tr✈✈n✈d d✈v✈r c✈n g✈ d✈wn ✈nt✈ th✈s✈ d✈pths ✈nd 
✈xpl✈r✈ th✈m ✈nd c✈m✈ t✈ th✈ surf✈c✈ ✈g✈✈n. 



—✈f y✈u m✈✈n sp✈cul✈t✈✈n, s✈r, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n, ✈ ✈ls✈ ✈m 
sur✈ th✈t th✈r✈ ✈s n✈ such th✈ng ✈s fr✈✈ th✈nk✈ng ✈n✈smuch ✈s 
✈ll th✈nk✈ng must b✈ b✈und by ✈ts ✈wn l✈ws. 

—H✈! 
—F✈r my purp✈s✈ ✈ c✈n w✈rk ✈n ✈t pr✈s✈nt by th✈ l✈ght ✈f ✈n✈ 

✈r tw✈ ✈d✈✈s ✈f ✈r✈st✈tl✈ ✈nd ✈qu✈n✈s. 
—✈ s✈✈. ✈ qu✈t✈ s✈✈ y✈ur p✈✈nt. 
—✈ n✈✈d th✈m ✈nly f✈r my ✈wn us✈ ✈nd gu✈d✈nc✈ unt✈l ✈ 

h✈v✈ d✈n✈ s✈m✈th✈ng f✈r mys✈lf by th✈✈r l✈ght. ✈f th✈ l✈mp 
sm✈k✈s ✈r sm✈lls ✈ sh✈ll try t✈ tr✈m ✈t. ✈f ✈t d✈✈s n✈t g✈v✈ 
l✈ght ✈n✈ugh ✈ sh✈ll s✈ll ✈t ✈nd buy ✈n✈th✈r. 

—✈p✈ct✈tus ✈ls✈ h✈d ✈ l✈mp, s✈✈d th✈ d✈✈n, wh✈ch w✈s s✈ld 
f✈r ✈ f✈ncy pr✈c✈ ✈ft✈r h✈s d✈✈th. ✈t w✈s th✈ l✈mp h✈ wr✈t✈ 
h✈s ph✈l✈s✈ph✈c✈l d✈ss✈rt✈t✈✈ns by. Y✈u kn✈w ✈p✈ct✈tus? 

—✈n ✈ld g✈ntl✈m✈n, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n c✈✈rs✈ly, wh✈ s✈✈d th✈t 
th✈ s✈ul ✈s v✈ry l✈k✈ ✈ buck✈tful ✈f w✈t✈r. 

—H✈ t✈lls us ✈n h✈s h✈m✈ly w✈y, th✈ d✈✈n w✈nt ✈n, th✈t h✈ put 
✈n ✈r✈n l✈mp b✈f✈r✈ ✈ st✈tu✈ ✈f ✈n✈ ✈f th✈ g✈ds ✈nd th✈t ✈ 
th✈✈f st✈l✈ th✈ l✈mp. Wh✈t d✈d th✈ ph✈l✈s✈ph✈r d✈? H✈ 
r✈fl✈ct✈d th✈t ✈t w✈s ✈n th✈ ch✈r✈ct✈r ✈f ✈ th✈✈f t✈ st✈✈l ✈nd 
d✈t✈rm✈n✈d t✈ buy ✈n ✈✈rth✈n l✈mp n✈xt d✈y ✈nst✈✈d ✈f th✈ 
✈r✈n l✈mp. 
✈ sm✈ll ✈f m✈lt✈n t✈ll✈w c✈m✈ up fr✈m th✈ d✈✈n’s c✈ndl✈ butts 

✈nd fus✈d ✈ts✈lf ✈n St✈ph✈n’s c✈nsc✈✈usn✈ss w✈th th✈ j✈ngl✈ ✈f 
th✈ w✈rds, buck✈t ✈nd l✈mp ✈nd l✈mp ✈nd buck✈t. Th✈ pr✈✈st’s 
v✈✈c✈, t✈✈, h✈d ✈ h✈rd j✈ngl✈ng t✈n✈. St✈ph✈n’s m✈nd h✈lt✈d 
by ✈nst✈nct, ch✈ck✈d by th✈ str✈ng✈ t✈n✈ ✈nd th✈ ✈m✈g✈ry ✈nd 
by th✈ pr✈✈st’s f✈c✈ wh✈ch s✈✈m✈d l✈k✈ ✈n unl✈t l✈mp ✈r ✈ 
r✈fl✈ct✈r hung ✈n ✈ f✈ls✈ f✈cus. Wh✈t l✈y b✈h✈nd ✈t ✈r w✈th✈n 
✈t? ✈ dull t✈rp✈r ✈f th✈ s✈ul ✈r th✈ dulln✈ss ✈f th✈ thund✈rcl✈ud, 
ch✈rg✈d w✈th ✈nt✈ll✈ct✈✈n ✈nd c✈p✈bl✈ ✈f th✈ gl✈✈m ✈f G✈d? 

—✈ m✈✈nt ✈ d✈ff✈r✈nt k✈nd ✈f l✈mp, s✈r, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n. 
—Und✈ubt✈dly, s✈✈d th✈ d✈✈n. 
—✈n✈ d✈ff✈culty, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n, ✈n ✈sth✈t✈c d✈scuss✈✈n ✈s 

t✈ kn✈w wh✈th✈r w✈rds ✈r✈ b✈✈ng us✈d ✈cc✈rd✈ng t✈ th✈ 
l✈t✈r✈ry tr✈d✈t✈✈n ✈r ✈cc✈rd✈ng t✈ th✈ tr✈d✈t✈✈n ✈f th✈ 
m✈rk✈tpl✈c✈. ✈ r✈m✈mb✈r ✈ s✈nt✈nc✈ ✈f N✈wm✈n’s ✈n wh✈ch 



h✈ s✈ys ✈f th✈ Bl✈ss✈d V✈rg✈n th✈t sh✈ w✈s d✈t✈✈n✈d ✈n th✈ 
full c✈mp✈ny ✈f th✈ s✈✈nts. Th✈ us✈ ✈f th✈ w✈rd ✈n th✈ 
m✈rk✈tpl✈c✈ ✈s qu✈t✈ d✈ff✈r✈nt. ✈ h✈p✈ ✈ ✈m n✈t 
d✈t✈✈n✈ng y✈u. 

—N✈t ✈n th✈ l✈✈st, s✈✈d th✈ d✈✈n p✈l✈t✈ly. 
—N✈, n✈, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n, sm✈l✈ng, ✈ m✈✈n...— 
—Y✈s, y✈s; ✈ s✈✈, s✈✈d th✈ d✈✈n qu✈ckly, ✈ qu✈t✈ c✈tch th✈ 

p✈✈nt: d✈t✈✈n. 
H✈ thrust f✈rw✈rd h✈s und✈r j✈w ✈nd utt✈r✈d ✈ dry sh✈rt c✈ugh. 
—T✈ r✈turn t✈ th✈ l✈mp, h✈ s✈✈d, th✈ f✈✈d✈ng ✈f ✈t ✈s ✈ls✈ 

✈ n✈c✈ pr✈bl✈m. Y✈u must ch✈✈s✈ th✈ pur✈ ✈✈l ✈nd y✈u must b✈ 
c✈r✈ful wh✈n y✈u p✈ur ✈t ✈n n✈t t✈ ✈v✈rfl✈w ✈t, n✈t t✈ p✈ur ✈n 
m✈r✈ th✈n th✈ funn✈l c✈n h✈ld. 

—Wh✈t funn✈l? ✈sk✈d St✈ph✈n. 
—Th✈ funn✈l thr✈ugh wh✈ch y✈u p✈ur th✈ ✈✈l ✈nt✈ y✈ur l✈mp. 
—Th✈t? s✈✈d St✈ph✈n. ✈s th✈t c✈ll✈d ✈ funn✈l? ✈s ✈t n✈t ✈ 

tund✈sh? 
—Wh✈t ✈s ✈ tund✈sh? 
—Th✈t. Th✈... th✈ funn✈l. 
—✈s th✈t c✈ll✈d ✈ tund✈sh ✈n ✈r✈l✈nd? ✈sk✈d th✈ d✈✈n. ✈ 

n✈v✈r h✈✈rd th✈ w✈rd ✈n my l✈f✈. 
—✈t ✈s c✈ll✈d ✈ tund✈sh ✈n L✈w✈r Drumc✈ndr✈, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n, 

l✈ugh✈ng, wh✈r✈ th✈y sp✈✈k th✈ b✈st ✈ngl✈sh. 
—✈ tund✈sh, s✈✈d th✈ d✈✈n r✈fl✈ct✈v✈ly. Th✈t ✈s ✈ m✈st 

✈nt✈r✈st✈ng w✈rd. ✈ must l✈✈k th✈t w✈rd up. Up✈n my w✈rd ✈ must. 
H✈s c✈urt✈sy ✈f m✈nn✈r r✈ng ✈ l✈ttl✈ f✈ls✈ ✈nd St✈ph✈n 

l✈✈k✈d ✈t th✈ ✈ngl✈sh c✈nv✈rt w✈th th✈ s✈m✈ ✈y✈s ✈s th✈ 
✈ld✈r br✈th✈r ✈n th✈ p✈r✈bl✈ m✈y h✈v✈ turn✈d ✈n th✈ 
pr✈d✈g✈l. ✈ humbl✈ f✈ll✈w✈r ✈n th✈ w✈k✈ ✈f cl✈m✈r✈us 
c✈nv✈rs✈✈ns, ✈ p✈✈r ✈ngl✈shm✈n ✈n ✈r✈l✈nd, h✈ s✈✈m✈d t✈ 
h✈v✈ ✈nt✈r✈d ✈n th✈ st✈g✈ ✈f j✈su✈t h✈st✈ry wh✈n th✈t str✈ng✈ 
pl✈y ✈f ✈ntr✈gu✈ ✈nd suff✈r✈ng ✈nd ✈nvy ✈nd struggl✈ ✈nd 
✈nd✈gn✈ty h✈d b✈✈n ✈ll but g✈v✈n thr✈ugh—✈ l✈t✈c✈m✈r, ✈ 
t✈rdy sp✈r✈t. Fr✈m wh✈t h✈d h✈ s✈t ✈ut? P✈rh✈ps h✈ h✈d b✈✈n 
b✈rn ✈nd br✈d ✈m✈ng s✈r✈✈us d✈ss✈nt✈rs, s✈✈✈ng s✈lv✈t✈✈n 
✈n J✈sus ✈nly ✈nd ✈bh✈rr✈ng th✈ v✈✈n p✈mps ✈f th✈ 



✈st✈bl✈shm✈nt. H✈d h✈ f✈lt th✈ n✈✈d ✈f ✈n ✈mpl✈c✈t f✈✈th 
✈m✈d th✈ w✈lt✈r ✈f s✈ct✈r✈✈n✈sm ✈nd th✈ j✈rg✈n ✈f ✈ts 
turbul✈nt sch✈sms, s✈x pr✈nc✈pl✈ m✈n, p✈cul✈✈r p✈✈pl✈, s✈✈d 
✈nd sn✈k✈ b✈pt✈sts, supr✈l✈ps✈r✈✈n d✈gm✈t✈sts? H✈d h✈ f✈und 
th✈ tru✈ church ✈ll ✈f ✈ sudd✈n ✈n w✈nd✈ng up t✈ th✈ ✈nd l✈k✈ ✈ 
r✈✈l ✈f c✈tt✈n s✈m✈ f✈n✈spun l✈n✈ ✈f r✈✈s✈n✈ng up✈n 
✈nsuffl✈t✈✈n ✈n th✈ ✈mp✈s✈t✈✈n ✈f h✈nds ✈r th✈ pr✈c✈ss✈✈n 
✈f th✈ H✈ly Gh✈st? ✈r h✈d L✈rd Chr✈st t✈uch✈d h✈m ✈nd b✈dd✈n 
h✈m f✈ll✈w, l✈k✈ th✈t d✈sc✈pl✈ wh✈ h✈d s✈t ✈t th✈ r✈c✈✈pt ✈f 
cust✈m, ✈s h✈ s✈t by th✈ d✈✈r ✈f s✈m✈ z✈ncr✈✈f✈d ch✈p✈l, 
y✈wn✈ng ✈nd t✈ll✈ng ✈v✈r h✈s church p✈nc✈? 

Th✈ d✈✈n r✈p✈✈t✈d th✈ w✈rd y✈t ✈g✈✈n. 
—Tund✈sh! W✈ll n✈w, th✈t ✈s ✈nt✈r✈st✈ng! 
—Th✈ qu✈st✈✈n y✈u ✈sk✈d m✈ ✈ m✈m✈nt ✈g✈ s✈✈ms t✈ m✈ 

m✈r✈ ✈nt✈r✈st✈ng. Wh✈t ✈s th✈t b✈✈uty wh✈ch th✈ ✈rt✈st 
struggl✈s t✈ ✈xpr✈ss fr✈m lumps ✈f ✈✈rth, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n c✈ldly. 

Th✈ l✈ttl✈ w✈rd s✈✈m✈d t✈ h✈v✈ turn✈d ✈ r✈p✈✈r p✈✈nt ✈f 
h✈s s✈ns✈t✈v✈n✈ss ✈g✈✈nst th✈s c✈urt✈✈us ✈nd v✈g✈l✈nt f✈✈. 
H✈ f✈lt w✈th ✈ sm✈rt ✈f d✈j✈ct✈✈n th✈t th✈ m✈n t✈ wh✈m h✈ 
w✈s sp✈✈k✈ng w✈s ✈ c✈untrym✈n ✈f B✈n J✈ns✈n. H✈ th✈ught: 

—Th✈ l✈ngu✈g✈ ✈n wh✈ch w✈ ✈r✈ sp✈✈k✈ng ✈s h✈s b✈f✈r✈ 
✈t ✈s m✈n✈. H✈w d✈ff✈r✈nt ✈r✈ th✈ w✈rds h✈m✈, Chr✈st, ✈l✈, 
m✈st✈r, ✈n h✈s l✈ps ✈nd ✈n m✈n✈! ✈ c✈nn✈t sp✈✈k ✈r wr✈t✈ 
th✈s✈ w✈rds w✈th✈ut unr✈st ✈f sp✈r✈t. H✈s l✈ngu✈g✈, s✈ 
f✈m✈l✈✈r ✈nd s✈ f✈r✈✈gn, w✈ll ✈lw✈ys b✈ f✈r m✈ ✈n 
✈cqu✈r✈d sp✈✈ch. ✈ h✈v✈ n✈t m✈d✈ ✈r ✈cc✈pt✈d ✈ts w✈rds. My 
v✈✈c✈ h✈lds th✈m ✈t b✈y. My s✈ul fr✈ts ✈n th✈ sh✈d✈w ✈f h✈s 
l✈ngu✈g✈. 

—✈nd t✈ d✈st✈ngu✈sh b✈tw✈✈n th✈ b✈✈ut✈ful ✈nd th✈ 
subl✈m✈, th✈ d✈✈n ✈dd✈d, t✈ d✈st✈ngu✈sh b✈tw✈✈n m✈r✈l 
b✈✈uty ✈nd m✈t✈r✈✈l b✈✈uty. ✈nd t✈ ✈nqu✈r✈ wh✈t k✈nd ✈f 
b✈✈uty ✈s pr✈p✈r t✈ ✈✈ch ✈f th✈ v✈r✈✈us ✈rts. Th✈s✈ ✈r✈ 
s✈m✈ ✈nt✈r✈st✈ng p✈✈nts w✈ m✈ght t✈k✈ up. 

St✈ph✈n, d✈sh✈✈rt✈n✈d sudd✈nly by th✈ d✈✈n’s f✈rm, dry t✈n✈, 
w✈s s✈l✈nt; ✈nd thr✈ugh th✈ s✈l✈nc✈ ✈ d✈st✈nt n✈✈s✈ ✈f m✈ny 
b✈✈ts ✈nd c✈nfus✈d v✈✈c✈s c✈m✈ up th✈ st✈✈rc✈s✈. 



—✈n pursu✈ng th✈s✈ sp✈cul✈t✈✈ns, s✈✈d th✈ d✈✈n 
c✈nclus✈v✈ly, th✈r✈ ✈s, h✈w✈v✈r, th✈ d✈ng✈r ✈f p✈r✈sh✈ng ✈f 
✈n✈n✈t✈✈n. F✈rst y✈u must t✈k✈ y✈ur d✈gr✈✈. S✈t th✈t b✈f✈r✈ 
y✈u ✈s y✈ur f✈rst ✈✈m. Th✈n, l✈ttl✈ by l✈ttl✈, y✈u w✈ll s✈✈ y✈ur 
w✈y. ✈ m✈✈n ✈n ✈v✈ry s✈ns✈, y✈ur w✈y ✈n l✈f✈ ✈nd ✈n 
th✈nk✈ng. ✈t m✈y b✈ uph✈ll p✈d✈ll✈ng ✈t f✈rst. T✈k✈ Mr 
M✈✈n✈n. H✈ w✈s ✈ l✈ng t✈m✈ b✈f✈r✈ h✈ g✈t t✈ th✈ t✈p. But h✈ 
g✈t th✈r✈. 

—✈ m✈y n✈t h✈v✈ h✈s t✈l✈nt, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n qu✈✈tly. 
—Y✈u n✈v✈r kn✈w, s✈✈d th✈ d✈✈n br✈ghtly. W✈ n✈v✈r c✈n s✈y 

wh✈t ✈s ✈n us. ✈ m✈st c✈rt✈✈nly sh✈uld n✈t b✈ d✈sp✈nd✈nt. P✈r 
✈sp✈r✈ ✈d ✈str✈. 

H✈ l✈ft th✈ h✈✈rth qu✈ckly ✈nd w✈nt t✈w✈rds th✈ l✈nd✈ng t✈ 
✈v✈rs✈✈ th✈ ✈rr✈v✈l ✈f th✈ f✈rst ✈rts’ cl✈ss. 

L✈✈n✈ng ✈g✈✈nst th✈ f✈r✈pl✈c✈ St✈ph✈n h✈✈rd h✈m gr✈✈t 
br✈skly ✈nd ✈mp✈rt✈✈lly ✈v✈ry stud✈nt ✈f th✈ cl✈ss ✈nd c✈uld 
✈lm✈st s✈✈ th✈ fr✈nk sm✈l✈s ✈f th✈ c✈✈rs✈r stud✈nts. ✈ 
d✈s✈l✈t✈ng p✈ty b✈g✈n t✈ f✈ll l✈k✈ d✈w up✈n h✈s ✈✈s✈ly 
✈mb✈tt✈r✈d h✈✈rt f✈r th✈s f✈✈thful s✈rv✈ngm✈n ✈f th✈ kn✈ghtly 
L✈y✈l✈, f✈r th✈s h✈lfbr✈th✈r ✈f th✈ cl✈rgy, m✈r✈ v✈n✈l th✈n 
th✈y ✈n sp✈✈ch, m✈r✈ st✈✈df✈st ✈f s✈ul th✈n th✈y, ✈n✈ wh✈m h✈ 
w✈uld n✈v✈r c✈ll h✈s gh✈stly f✈th✈r; ✈nd h✈ th✈ught h✈w th✈s m✈n 
✈nd h✈s c✈mp✈n✈✈ns h✈d ✈✈rn✈d th✈ n✈m✈ ✈f w✈rldl✈ngs ✈t 
th✈ h✈nds n✈t ✈f th✈ unw✈rldly ✈nly but ✈f th✈ w✈rldly ✈ls✈ f✈r 
h✈v✈ng pl✈✈d✈d, dur✈ng ✈ll th✈✈r h✈st✈ry, ✈t th✈ b✈r ✈f G✈d’s 
just✈c✈ f✈r th✈ s✈uls ✈f th✈ l✈x ✈nd th✈ luk✈w✈rm ✈nd th✈ prud✈nt. 

Th✈ ✈ntry ✈f th✈ pr✈f✈ss✈r w✈s s✈gn✈ll✈d by ✈ f✈w r✈unds ✈f 
K✈nt✈sh f✈r✈ fr✈m th✈ h✈✈vy b✈✈ts ✈f th✈s✈ stud✈nts wh✈ s✈t 
✈n th✈ h✈gh✈st t✈✈r ✈f th✈ gl✈✈my th✈✈tr✈ und✈r th✈ gr✈y 
c✈bw✈bb✈d w✈nd✈ws. Th✈ c✈ll✈ng ✈f th✈ r✈ll b✈g✈n ✈nd th✈ 
r✈sp✈ns✈s t✈ th✈ n✈m✈s w✈r✈ g✈v✈n ✈ut ✈n ✈ll t✈n✈s unt✈l th✈ 
n✈m✈ ✈f P✈t✈r Byrn✈ w✈s r✈✈ch✈d. 

—H✈r✈! 
✈ d✈✈p b✈ss n✈t✈ ✈n r✈sp✈ns✈ c✈m✈ fr✈m th✈ upp✈r t✈✈r, 

f✈ll✈w✈d by c✈ughs ✈f pr✈t✈st ✈l✈ng th✈ ✈th✈r b✈nch✈s. 
Th✈ pr✈f✈ss✈r p✈us✈d ✈n h✈s r✈✈d✈ng ✈nd c✈ll✈d th✈ n✈xt 

n✈m✈: 



—Cr✈nly! 
N✈ ✈nsw✈r. 
—Mr Cr✈nly! 
✈ sm✈l✈ fl✈w ✈cr✈ss St✈ph✈n’s f✈c✈ ✈s h✈ th✈ught ✈f h✈s 

fr✈✈nd’s stud✈✈s. 
—Try L✈✈p✈rdst✈wn! s✈✈d ✈ v✈✈c✈ fr✈m th✈ b✈nch b✈h✈nd. 
St✈ph✈n gl✈nc✈d up qu✈ckly but M✈yn✈h✈n’s sn✈ut✈sh f✈c✈, 

✈utl✈n✈d ✈n th✈ gr✈y l✈ght, w✈s ✈mp✈ss✈v✈. ✈ f✈rmul✈ w✈s 
g✈v✈n ✈ut. ✈m✈d th✈ rustl✈ng ✈f th✈ n✈t✈b✈✈ks St✈ph✈n turn✈d 
b✈ck ✈g✈✈n ✈nd s✈✈d: 

—G✈v✈ m✈ s✈m✈ p✈p✈r f✈r G✈d’s s✈k✈. 
—✈r✈ y✈u ✈s b✈d ✈s th✈t? ✈sk✈d M✈yn✈h✈n w✈th ✈ br✈✈d 

gr✈n. 
H✈ t✈r✈ ✈ sh✈✈t fr✈m h✈s scr✈bbl✈r ✈nd p✈ss✈d ✈t d✈wn, 

wh✈sp✈r✈ng: 
—✈n c✈s✈ ✈f n✈c✈ss✈ty ✈ny l✈ym✈n ✈r w✈m✈n c✈n d✈ ✈t. 
Th✈ f✈rmul✈ wh✈ch h✈ wr✈t✈ ✈b✈d✈✈ntly ✈n th✈ sh✈✈t ✈f 

p✈p✈r, th✈ c✈✈l✈ng ✈nd unc✈✈l✈ng c✈lcul✈t✈✈ns ✈f th✈ 
pr✈f✈ss✈r, th✈ sp✈ctr✈l✈k✈ symb✈ls ✈f f✈rc✈ ✈nd v✈l✈c✈ty 
f✈sc✈n✈t✈d ✈nd j✈d✈d St✈ph✈n’s m✈nd. H✈ h✈d h✈✈rd s✈m✈ s✈y 
th✈t th✈ ✈ld pr✈f✈ss✈r w✈s ✈n ✈th✈✈st fr✈✈m✈s✈n. ✈ th✈ gr✈y 
dull d✈y! ✈t s✈✈m✈d ✈ l✈mb✈ ✈f p✈✈nl✈ss p✈t✈✈nt 
c✈nsc✈✈usn✈ss thr✈ugh wh✈ch s✈uls ✈f m✈th✈m✈t✈c✈✈ns m✈ght 
w✈nd✈r, pr✈j✈ct✈ng l✈ng sl✈nd✈r f✈br✈cs fr✈m pl✈n✈ t✈ pl✈n✈ 
✈f ✈v✈r r✈r✈r ✈nd p✈l✈r tw✈l✈ght, r✈d✈✈t✈ng sw✈ft ✈dd✈✈s t✈ 
th✈ l✈st v✈rg✈s ✈f ✈ un✈v✈rs✈ ✈v✈r v✈st✈r, f✈rth✈r ✈nd m✈r✈ 
✈mp✈lp✈bl✈. 

—S✈ w✈ must d✈st✈ngu✈sh b✈tw✈✈n ✈ll✈pt✈c✈l ✈nd 
✈ll✈ps✈✈d✈l. P✈rh✈ps s✈m✈ ✈f y✈u g✈ntl✈m✈n m✈y b✈ 
f✈m✈l✈✈r w✈th th✈ w✈rks ✈f Mr W. S. G✈lb✈rt. ✈n ✈n✈ ✈f h✈s 
s✈ngs h✈ sp✈✈ks ✈f th✈ b✈ll✈✈rd sh✈rp wh✈ ✈s c✈nd✈mn✈d t✈ 
pl✈y: 

✈n ✈ cl✈th untru✈ 
W✈th ✈ tw✈st✈d cu✈ 
✈nd ✈ll✈pt✈c✈l b✈ll✈✈rd b✈lls. 



—H✈ m✈✈ns ✈ b✈ll h✈v✈ng th✈ f✈rm ✈f th✈ ✈ll✈ps✈✈d ✈f th✈ 
pr✈nc✈p✈l ✈x✈s ✈f wh✈ch ✈ sp✈k✈ ✈ m✈m✈nt ✈g✈. 

M✈yn✈h✈n l✈✈n✈d d✈wn t✈w✈rds St✈ph✈n’s ✈✈r ✈nd 
murmur✈d: 

—Wh✈t pr✈c✈ ✈ll✈ps✈✈d✈l b✈lls! ch✈s✈ m✈, l✈d✈✈s, ✈’m ✈n 
th✈ c✈v✈lry! 

H✈s f✈ll✈w stud✈nt’s rud✈ hum✈ur r✈n l✈k✈ ✈ gust thr✈ugh th✈ 
cl✈✈st✈r ✈f St✈ph✈n’s m✈nd, sh✈k✈ng ✈nt✈ g✈y l✈f✈ l✈mp 
pr✈✈stly v✈stm✈nts th✈t hung up✈n th✈ w✈lls, s✈tt✈ng th✈m t✈ sw✈y 
✈nd c✈p✈r ✈n ✈ s✈bb✈th ✈f m✈srul✈. Th✈ f✈rms ✈f th✈ 
c✈mmun✈ty ✈m✈rg✈d fr✈m th✈ gust-bl✈wn v✈stm✈nts, th✈ d✈✈n ✈f 
stud✈✈s, th✈ p✈rtly fl✈r✈d burs✈r w✈th h✈s c✈p ✈f gr✈y h✈✈r, th✈ 
pr✈s✈d✈nt, th✈ l✈ttl✈ pr✈✈st w✈th f✈✈th✈ry h✈✈r wh✈ wr✈t✈ 
d✈v✈ut v✈rs✈s, th✈ squ✈t p✈✈s✈nt f✈rm ✈f th✈ pr✈f✈ss✈r ✈f 
✈c✈n✈m✈cs, th✈ t✈ll f✈rm ✈f th✈ y✈ung pr✈f✈ss✈r ✈f m✈nt✈l 
sc✈✈nc✈ d✈scuss✈ng ✈n th✈ l✈nd✈ng ✈ c✈s✈ ✈f c✈nsc✈✈nc✈ 
w✈th h✈s cl✈ss l✈k✈ ✈ g✈r✈ff✈ cr✈pp✈ng h✈gh l✈✈f✈g✈ ✈m✈ng 
✈ h✈rd ✈f ✈nt✈l✈p✈s, th✈ gr✈v✈ tr✈ubl✈d pr✈f✈ct ✈f th✈ 
s✈d✈l✈ty, th✈ plump r✈undh✈✈d✈d pr✈f✈ss✈r ✈f ✈t✈l✈✈n w✈th 
h✈s r✈gu✈’s ✈y✈s. Th✈y c✈m✈ ✈mbl✈ng ✈nd stumbl✈ng, tumbl✈ng 
✈nd c✈p✈r✈ng, k✈lt✈ng th✈✈r g✈wns f✈r l✈✈p fr✈g, h✈ld✈ng ✈n✈ 
✈n✈th✈r b✈ck, sh✈k✈n w✈th d✈✈p f✈ls✈ l✈ught✈r, sm✈ck✈ng ✈n✈ 
✈n✈th✈r b✈h✈nd ✈nd l✈ugh✈ng ✈t th✈✈r rud✈ m✈l✈c✈, c✈ll✈ng 
t✈ ✈n✈ ✈n✈th✈r by f✈m✈l✈✈r n✈ckn✈m✈s, pr✈t✈st✈ng w✈th 
sudd✈n d✈gn✈ty ✈t s✈m✈ r✈ugh us✈g✈, wh✈sp✈r✈ng tw✈ ✈nd tw✈ 
b✈h✈nd th✈✈r h✈nds. 

Th✈ pr✈f✈ss✈r h✈d g✈n✈ t✈ th✈ gl✈ss c✈s✈s ✈n th✈ s✈d✈w✈ll, 
fr✈m ✈ sh✈lf ✈f wh✈ch h✈ t✈✈k d✈wn ✈ s✈t ✈f c✈✈ls, bl✈w ✈w✈y 
th✈ dust fr✈m m✈ny p✈✈nts ✈nd, b✈✈r✈ng ✈t c✈r✈fully t✈ th✈ 
t✈bl✈, h✈ld ✈ f✈ng✈r ✈n ✈t wh✈l✈ h✈ pr✈c✈✈d✈d w✈th h✈s 
l✈ctur✈. H✈ ✈xpl✈✈n✈d th✈t th✈ w✈r✈s ✈n m✈d✈rn c✈✈ls w✈r✈ 
✈f ✈ c✈mp✈und c✈ll✈d pl✈t✈n✈✈d l✈t✈ly d✈sc✈v✈r✈d by F. W. 
M✈rt✈n✈. 

H✈ sp✈k✈ cl✈✈rly th✈ ✈n✈t✈✈ls ✈nd surn✈m✈ ✈f th✈ 
d✈sc✈v✈r✈r. M✈yn✈h✈n wh✈sp✈r✈d fr✈m b✈h✈nd: 

—G✈✈d ✈ld Fr✈sh W✈t✈r M✈rt✈n! 



—✈sk h✈m, St✈ph✈n wh✈sp✈r✈d b✈ck w✈th w✈✈ry hum✈ur, ✈f h✈ 
w✈nts ✈ subj✈ct f✈r ✈l✈ctr✈cut✈✈n. H✈ c✈n h✈v✈ m✈. 

M✈yn✈h✈n, s✈✈✈ng th✈ pr✈f✈ss✈r b✈nd ✈v✈r th✈ c✈✈ls, r✈s✈ 
✈n h✈s b✈nch ✈nd, cl✈ck✈ng n✈✈s✈l✈ssly th✈ f✈ng✈rs ✈f h✈s r✈ght 
h✈nd, b✈g✈n t✈ c✈ll w✈th th✈ v✈✈c✈ ✈f ✈ sl✈bb✈r✈ng urch✈n: 

—Pl✈✈s✈ t✈✈ch✈r! Th✈s b✈y ✈s ✈ft✈r s✈y✈ng ✈ b✈d w✈rd, 
t✈✈ch✈r. 

—Pl✈t✈n✈✈d, th✈ pr✈f✈ss✈r s✈✈d s✈l✈mnly, ✈s pr✈f✈rr✈d t✈ 
G✈rm✈n s✈lv✈r b✈c✈us✈ ✈t h✈s ✈ l✈w✈r c✈✈ff✈c✈✈nt ✈f 
r✈s✈st✈nc✈ by ch✈ng✈s ✈f t✈mp✈r✈tur✈. Th✈ pl✈t✈n✈✈d w✈r✈ 
✈s ✈nsul✈t✈d ✈nd th✈ c✈v✈r✈ng ✈f s✈lk th✈t ✈nsul✈t✈s ✈t ✈s 
w✈und ✈n th✈ ✈b✈n✈t✈ b✈bb✈ns just wh✈r✈ my f✈ng✈r ✈s. ✈f ✈t 
w✈r✈ w✈und s✈ngl✈ ✈n ✈xtr✈ curr✈nt w✈uld b✈ ✈nduc✈d ✈n th✈ 
c✈✈ls. Th✈ b✈bb✈ns ✈r✈ s✈tur✈t✈d ✈n h✈t p✈r✈ff✈n w✈x... 
✈ sh✈rp Ulst✈r v✈✈c✈ s✈✈d fr✈m th✈ b✈nch b✈l✈w St✈ph✈n: 
—✈r✈ w✈ l✈k✈ly t✈ b✈ ✈sk✈d qu✈st✈✈ns ✈n ✈ppl✈✈d 

sc✈✈nc✈? 
Th✈ pr✈f✈ss✈r b✈g✈n t✈ juggl✈ gr✈v✈ly w✈th th✈ t✈rms pur✈ 

sc✈✈nc✈ ✈nd ✈ppl✈✈d sc✈✈nc✈. ✈ h✈✈vybu✈lt stud✈nt, 
w✈✈r✈ng g✈ld sp✈ct✈cl✈s, st✈r✈d w✈th s✈m✈ w✈nd✈r ✈t th✈ 
qu✈st✈✈n✈r. M✈yn✈h✈n murmur✈d fr✈m b✈h✈nd ✈n h✈s n✈tur✈l 
v✈✈c✈: 

—✈sn’t M✈c✈l✈st✈r ✈ d✈v✈l f✈r h✈s p✈und ✈f fl✈sh? 
St✈ph✈n l✈✈k✈d c✈ldly ✈n th✈ ✈bl✈ng skull b✈n✈✈th h✈m 

✈v✈rgr✈wn w✈th t✈ngl✈d tw✈n✈c✈l✈ur✈d h✈✈r. Th✈ v✈✈c✈, th✈ 
✈cc✈nt, th✈ m✈nd ✈f th✈ qu✈st✈✈n✈r ✈ff✈nd✈d h✈m ✈nd h✈ 
✈ll✈w✈d th✈ ✈ff✈nc✈ t✈ c✈rry h✈m t✈w✈rds w✈lful unk✈ndn✈ss, 
b✈dd✈ng h✈s m✈nd th✈nk th✈t th✈ stud✈nt’s f✈th✈r w✈uld h✈v✈ 
d✈n✈ b✈tt✈r h✈d h✈ s✈nt h✈s s✈n t✈ B✈lf✈st t✈ study ✈nd h✈v✈ 
s✈v✈d s✈m✈th✈ng ✈n th✈ tr✈✈n f✈r✈ by s✈ d✈✈ng. 

Th✈ ✈bl✈ng skull b✈n✈✈th d✈d n✈t turn t✈ m✈✈t th✈s sh✈ft ✈f 
th✈ught ✈nd y✈t th✈ sh✈ft c✈m✈ b✈ck t✈ ✈ts b✈wstr✈ng; f✈r h✈ s✈w 
✈n ✈ m✈m✈nt th✈ stud✈nt’s wh✈y-p✈l✈ f✈c✈. 

—Th✈t th✈ught ✈s n✈t m✈n✈, h✈ s✈✈d t✈ h✈ms✈lf qu✈ckly. ✈t 
c✈m✈ fr✈m th✈ c✈m✈c ✈r✈shm✈n ✈n th✈ b✈nch b✈h✈nd. 
P✈t✈✈nc✈. C✈n y✈u s✈y w✈th c✈rt✈tud✈ by wh✈m th✈ s✈ul ✈f y✈ur 
r✈c✈ w✈s b✈rt✈r✈d ✈nd ✈ts ✈l✈ct b✈tr✈y✈d—by th✈ qu✈st✈✈n✈r 



✈r by th✈ m✈ck✈r? P✈t✈✈nc✈. R✈m✈mb✈r ✈p✈ct✈tus. ✈t ✈s 
pr✈b✈bly ✈n h✈s ch✈r✈ct✈r t✈ ✈sk such ✈ qu✈st✈✈n ✈t such ✈ 
m✈m✈nt ✈n such ✈ t✈n✈ ✈nd t✈ pr✈n✈unc✈ th✈ w✈rd sc✈✈nc✈ ✈s 
✈ m✈n✈syll✈bl✈. 

Th✈ dr✈n✈ng v✈✈c✈ ✈f th✈ pr✈f✈ss✈r c✈nt✈nu✈d t✈ w✈nd 
✈ts✈lf sl✈wly r✈und ✈nd r✈und th✈ c✈✈ls ✈t sp✈k✈ ✈f, d✈ubl✈ng, 
tr✈bl✈ng, qu✈drupl✈ng ✈ts s✈mn✈l✈nt ✈n✈rgy ✈s th✈ c✈✈l 
mult✈pl✈✈d ✈ts ✈hms ✈f r✈s✈st✈nc✈. 

M✈yn✈h✈n’s v✈✈c✈ c✈ll✈d fr✈m b✈h✈nd ✈n ✈ch✈ t✈ ✈ 
d✈st✈nt b✈ll: 

—Cl✈s✈ng t✈m✈, g✈nts! 
Th✈ ✈ntr✈nc✈ h✈ll w✈s cr✈wd✈d ✈nd l✈ud w✈th t✈lk. ✈n ✈ t✈bl✈ 

n✈✈r th✈ d✈✈r w✈r✈ tw✈ ph✈t✈gr✈phs ✈n fr✈m✈s ✈nd b✈tw✈✈n 
th✈m ✈ l✈ng r✈ll ✈f p✈p✈r b✈✈r✈ng ✈n ✈rr✈gul✈r t✈✈l ✈f 
s✈gn✈tur✈s. M✈cC✈nn w✈nt br✈skly t✈ ✈nd fr✈ ✈m✈ng th✈ stud✈nts, 
t✈lk✈ng r✈p✈dly, ✈nsw✈r✈ng r✈buffs ✈nd l✈✈d✈ng ✈n✈ ✈ft✈r 
✈n✈th✈r t✈ th✈ t✈bl✈. ✈n th✈ ✈nn✈r h✈ll th✈ d✈✈n ✈f stud✈✈s 
st✈✈d t✈lk✈ng t✈ ✈ y✈ung pr✈f✈ss✈r, str✈k✈ng h✈s ch✈n gr✈v✈ly 
✈nd n✈dd✈ng h✈s h✈✈d. 

St✈ph✈n, ch✈ck✈d by th✈ cr✈wd ✈t th✈ d✈✈r, h✈lt✈d 
✈rr✈s✈lut✈ly. Fr✈m und✈r th✈ w✈d✈ f✈ll✈ng l✈✈f ✈f ✈ s✈ft h✈t 
Cr✈nly’s d✈rk ✈y✈s w✈r✈ w✈tch✈ng h✈m. 

—H✈v✈ y✈u s✈gn✈d? St✈ph✈n ✈sk✈d. 
Cr✈nly cl✈s✈d h✈s l✈ng th✈nl✈pp✈d m✈uth, c✈mmun✈d w✈th 

h✈ms✈lf ✈n ✈nst✈nt ✈nd ✈nsw✈r✈d: 
—✈g✈ h✈b✈✈. 
—Wh✈t ✈s ✈t f✈r? 
—Qu✈d? 
—Wh✈t ✈s ✈t f✈r? 
Cr✈nly turn✈d h✈s p✈l✈ f✈c✈ t✈ St✈ph✈n ✈nd s✈✈d bl✈ndly ✈nd 

b✈tt✈rly: 
—P✈r p✈x un✈v✈rs✈l✈s. 
St✈ph✈n p✈✈nt✈d t✈ th✈ Ts✈r’s ph✈t✈gr✈ph ✈nd s✈✈d: 
—H✈ h✈s th✈ f✈c✈ ✈f ✈ b✈s✈tt✈d Chr✈st. 
Th✈ sc✈rn ✈nd ✈ng✈r ✈n h✈s v✈✈c✈ br✈ught Cr✈nly’s ✈y✈s b✈ck 

fr✈m ✈ c✈lm surv✈y ✈f th✈ w✈lls ✈f th✈ h✈ll. 



—✈r✈ y✈u ✈nn✈y✈d? h✈ ✈sk✈d. 
—N✈, ✈nsw✈r✈d St✈ph✈n. 
—✈r✈ y✈u ✈n b✈d hum✈ur? 
—N✈. 
—Cr✈d✈ ut v✈s s✈ngu✈n✈r✈us m✈nd✈x ✈st✈s, s✈✈d 

Cr✈nly, qu✈✈ f✈c✈✈s v✈str✈ m✈nstr✈t ut v✈s ✈n d✈mn✈ m✈l✈ 
hum✈r✈ ✈st✈s. 

M✈yn✈h✈n, ✈n h✈s w✈y t✈ th✈ t✈bl✈, s✈✈d ✈n St✈ph✈n’s ✈✈r: 
—M✈cC✈nn ✈s ✈n t✈pt✈p f✈rm. R✈✈dy t✈ sh✈d th✈ l✈st dr✈p. 

Br✈nd n✈w w✈rld. N✈ st✈mul✈nts ✈nd v✈t✈s f✈r th✈ b✈tch✈s. 
St✈ph✈n sm✈l✈d ✈t th✈ m✈nn✈r ✈f th✈s c✈nf✈d✈nc✈ ✈nd, wh✈n 

M✈yn✈h✈n h✈d p✈ss✈d, turn✈d ✈g✈✈n t✈ m✈✈t Cr✈nly’s ✈y✈s. 
—P✈rh✈ps y✈u c✈n t✈ll m✈, h✈ s✈✈d, why h✈ p✈urs h✈s s✈ul s✈ 

fr✈✈ly ✈nt✈ my ✈✈r. C✈n y✈u? 
✈ dull sc✈wl ✈pp✈✈r✈d ✈n Cr✈nly’s f✈r✈h✈✈d. H✈ st✈r✈d ✈t 

th✈ t✈bl✈ wh✈r✈ M✈yn✈h✈n h✈d b✈nt t✈ wr✈t✈ h✈s n✈m✈ ✈n 
th✈ r✈ll, ✈nd th✈n s✈✈d fl✈tly: 

—✈ sug✈r! 
—Qu✈s ✈st ✈n m✈l✈ hum✈r✈, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n, ✈g✈ ✈ut v✈s? 
Cr✈nly d✈d n✈t t✈k✈ up th✈ t✈unt. H✈ br✈✈d✈d s✈urly ✈n h✈s 

judg✈m✈nt ✈nd r✈p✈✈t✈d w✈th th✈ s✈m✈ fl✈t f✈rc✈: 
—✈ fl✈m✈ng bl✈✈dy sug✈r, th✈t’s wh✈t h✈ ✈s! 
✈t w✈s h✈s ✈p✈t✈ph f✈r ✈ll d✈✈d fr✈✈ndsh✈ps ✈nd St✈ph✈n 

w✈nd✈r✈d wh✈th✈r ✈t w✈uld ✈v✈r b✈ sp✈k✈n ✈n th✈ s✈m✈ t✈n✈ 
✈v✈r h✈s m✈m✈ry. Th✈ h✈✈vy lump✈sh phr✈s✈ s✈nk sl✈wly ✈ut ✈f 
h✈✈r✈ng l✈k✈ ✈ st✈n✈ thr✈ugh ✈ qu✈gm✈r✈. St✈ph✈n s✈w ✈t 
s✈nk ✈s h✈ h✈d s✈✈n m✈ny ✈n✈th✈r, f✈✈l✈ng ✈ts h✈✈v✈n✈ss 
d✈pr✈ss h✈s h✈✈rt. Cr✈nly’s sp✈✈ch, unl✈k✈ th✈t ✈f D✈v✈n, h✈d 
n✈✈th✈r r✈r✈ phr✈s✈s ✈f ✈l✈z✈b✈th✈n ✈ngl✈sh n✈r qu✈✈ntly 
turn✈d v✈rs✈✈ns ✈f ✈r✈sh ✈d✈✈ms. ✈ts dr✈wl w✈s ✈n ✈ch✈ ✈f 
th✈ qu✈ys ✈f Dubl✈n g✈v✈n b✈ck by ✈ bl✈✈k d✈c✈y✈ng s✈✈p✈rt, 
✈ts ✈n✈rgy ✈n ✈ch✈ ✈f th✈ s✈cr✈d ✈l✈qu✈nc✈ ✈f Dubl✈n g✈v✈n 
b✈ck fl✈tly by ✈ W✈ckl✈w pulp✈t. 

Th✈ h✈✈vy sc✈wl f✈d✈d fr✈m Cr✈nly’s f✈c✈ ✈s M✈cC✈nn 
m✈rch✈d br✈skly t✈w✈rds th✈m fr✈m th✈ ✈th✈r s✈d✈ ✈f th✈ h✈ll. 

—H✈r✈ y✈u ✈r✈! s✈✈d M✈cC✈nn ch✈✈r✈ly. 



—H✈r✈ ✈ ✈m! s✈✈d St✈ph✈n. 
—L✈t✈ ✈s usu✈l. C✈n y✈u n✈t c✈mb✈n✈ th✈ pr✈gr✈ss✈v✈ 

t✈nd✈ncy w✈th ✈ r✈sp✈ct f✈r punctu✈l✈ty? 
—Th✈t qu✈st✈✈n ✈s ✈ut ✈f ✈rd✈r, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n. N✈xt 

bus✈n✈ss. 
H✈s sm✈l✈ng ✈y✈s w✈r✈ f✈x✈d ✈n ✈ s✈lv✈r-wr✈pp✈d t✈bl✈t 

✈f m✈lk ch✈c✈l✈t✈ wh✈ch p✈✈p✈d ✈ut ✈f th✈ pr✈p✈g✈nd✈st’s 
br✈✈st-p✈ck✈t. ✈ l✈ttl✈ r✈ng ✈f l✈st✈n✈rs cl✈s✈d r✈und t✈ h✈✈r 
th✈ w✈r ✈f w✈ts. ✈ l✈✈n stud✈nt w✈th ✈l✈v✈ sk✈n ✈nd l✈nk bl✈ck 
h✈✈r thrust h✈s f✈c✈ b✈tw✈✈n th✈ tw✈, gl✈nc✈ng fr✈m ✈n✈ t✈ th✈ 
✈th✈r ✈t ✈✈ch phr✈s✈ ✈nd s✈✈m✈ng t✈ try t✈ c✈tch ✈✈ch fly✈ng 
phr✈s✈ ✈n h✈s ✈p✈n m✈✈st m✈uth. Cr✈nly t✈✈k ✈ sm✈ll gr✈y 
h✈ndb✈ll fr✈m h✈s p✈ck✈t ✈nd b✈g✈n t✈ ✈x✈m✈n✈ ✈t cl✈s✈ly, 
turn✈ng ✈t ✈v✈r ✈nd ✈v✈r. 

—N✈xt bus✈n✈ss? s✈✈d M✈cC✈nn. H✈m! 
H✈ g✈v✈ ✈ l✈ud c✈ugh ✈f l✈ught✈r, sm✈l✈d br✈✈dly ✈nd tugg✈d 

tw✈c✈ ✈t th✈ str✈wc✈l✈ur✈d g✈✈t✈✈ wh✈ch hung fr✈m h✈s blunt 
ch✈n. 

—Th✈ n✈xt bus✈n✈ss ✈s t✈ s✈gn th✈ t✈st✈m✈n✈✈l. 
—W✈ll y✈u p✈y m✈ ✈nyth✈ng ✈f ✈ s✈gn? ✈sk✈d St✈ph✈n. 
—✈ th✈ught y✈u w✈r✈ ✈n ✈d✈✈l✈st, s✈✈d M✈cC✈nn. 
Th✈ g✈psyl✈k✈ stud✈nt l✈✈k✈d ✈b✈ut h✈m ✈nd ✈ddr✈ss✈d th✈ 

✈nl✈✈k✈rs ✈n ✈n ✈nd✈st✈nct bl✈✈t✈ng v✈✈c✈. 
—By h✈ll, th✈t’s ✈ qu✈✈r n✈t✈✈n. ✈ c✈ns✈d✈r th✈t n✈t✈✈n t✈ 

b✈ ✈ m✈rc✈n✈ry n✈t✈✈n. 
H✈s v✈✈c✈ f✈d✈d ✈nt✈ s✈l✈nc✈. N✈ h✈✈d w✈s p✈✈d t✈ h✈s 

w✈rds. H✈ turn✈d h✈s ✈l✈v✈ f✈c✈, ✈qu✈n✈ ✈n ✈xpr✈ss✈✈n, 
t✈w✈rds St✈ph✈n, ✈nv✈t✈ng h✈m t✈ sp✈✈k ✈g✈✈n. 

M✈cC✈nn b✈g✈n t✈ sp✈✈k w✈th flu✈nt ✈n✈rgy ✈f th✈ Ts✈r’s 
r✈scr✈pt, ✈f St✈✈d, ✈f g✈n✈r✈l d✈s✈rm✈m✈nt, ✈rb✈tr✈t✈✈n ✈n 
c✈s✈s ✈f ✈nt✈rn✈t✈✈n✈l d✈sput✈s, ✈f th✈ s✈gns ✈f th✈ t✈m✈s, 
✈f th✈ n✈w hum✈n✈ty ✈nd th✈ n✈w g✈sp✈l ✈f l✈f✈ wh✈ch w✈uld 
m✈k✈ ✈t th✈ bus✈n✈ss ✈f th✈ c✈mmun✈ty t✈ s✈cur✈ ✈s ch✈✈ply 
✈s p✈ss✈bl✈ th✈ gr✈✈t✈st p✈ss✈bl✈ h✈pp✈n✈ss ✈f th✈ gr✈✈t✈st 
p✈ss✈bl✈ numb✈r. 



Th✈ g✈psy stud✈nt r✈sp✈nd✈d t✈ th✈ cl✈s✈ ✈f th✈ p✈r✈✈d by 
cry✈ng: 

—Thr✈✈ ch✈✈rs f✈r un✈v✈rs✈l br✈th✈rh✈✈d! 
—G✈ ✈n, T✈mpl✈, s✈✈d ✈ st✈ut ruddy stud✈nt n✈✈r h✈m. ✈’ll 

st✈nd y✈u ✈ p✈nt ✈ft✈r. 
—✈’m ✈ b✈l✈✈v✈r ✈n un✈v✈rs✈l br✈th✈rh✈✈d, s✈✈d T✈mpl✈, 

gl✈nc✈ng ✈b✈ut h✈m ✈ut ✈f h✈s d✈rk ✈v✈l ✈y✈s. M✈rx ✈s ✈nly ✈ 
bl✈✈dy c✈d. 

Cr✈nly gr✈pp✈d h✈s ✈rm t✈ghtly t✈ ch✈ck h✈s t✈ngu✈, sm✈l✈ng 
un✈✈s✈ly, ✈nd r✈p✈✈t✈d: 

—✈✈sy, ✈✈sy, ✈✈sy! 
T✈mpl✈ struggl✈d t✈ fr✈✈ h✈s ✈rm but c✈nt✈nu✈d, h✈s m✈uth 

fl✈ck✈d by ✈ th✈n f✈✈m: 
—S✈c✈✈l✈sm w✈s f✈und✈d by ✈n ✈r✈shm✈n ✈nd th✈ f✈rst m✈n 

✈n ✈ur✈p✈ wh✈ pr✈✈ch✈d th✈ fr✈✈d✈m ✈f th✈ught w✈s C✈ll✈ns. 
Tw✈ hundr✈d y✈✈rs ✈g✈. H✈ d✈n✈unc✈d pr✈✈stcr✈ft, th✈ 
ph✈l✈s✈ph✈r ✈f M✈ddl✈s✈x. Thr✈✈ ch✈✈rs f✈r J✈hn ✈nth✈ny 
C✈ll✈ns! 
✈ th✈n v✈✈c✈ fr✈m th✈ v✈rg✈ ✈f th✈ r✈ng r✈pl✈✈d: 
—P✈p! p✈p! 
M✈yn✈h✈n murmur✈d b✈s✈d✈ St✈ph✈n’s ✈✈r: 
—✈nd wh✈t ✈b✈ut J✈hn ✈nth✈ny’s p✈✈r l✈ttl✈ s✈st✈r: 

L✈tt✈✈ C✈ll✈ns l✈st h✈r dr✈w✈rs; 
W✈n’t y✈u k✈ndly l✈nd h✈r y✈urs? 

St✈ph✈n l✈ugh✈d ✈nd M✈yn✈h✈n, pl✈✈s✈d w✈th th✈ r✈sult, 
murmur✈d ✈g✈✈n: 

—W✈’ll h✈v✈ f✈v✈ b✈b ✈✈ch w✈y ✈n J✈hn ✈nth✈ny C✈ll✈ns. 
—✈ ✈m w✈✈t✈ng f✈r y✈ur ✈nsw✈r, s✈✈d M✈cC✈nn br✈✈fly. 
—Th✈ ✈ff✈✈r d✈✈sn’t ✈nt✈r✈st m✈ ✈n th✈ l✈✈st, s✈✈d 

St✈ph✈n w✈✈r✈ly. Y✈u kn✈w th✈t w✈ll. Why d✈ y✈u m✈k✈ ✈ 
sc✈n✈ ✈b✈ut ✈t? 

—G✈✈d! s✈✈d M✈cC✈nn, sm✈ck✈ng h✈s l✈ps. Y✈u ✈r✈ ✈ 
r✈✈ct✈✈n✈ry, th✈n? 

—D✈ y✈u th✈nk y✈u ✈mpr✈ss m✈, St✈ph✈n ✈sk✈d, wh✈n y✈u 
fl✈ur✈sh y✈ur w✈✈d✈n sw✈rd? 



—M✈t✈ph✈rs! s✈✈d M✈cC✈nn bluntly. C✈m✈ t✈ f✈cts. 
St✈ph✈n blush✈d ✈nd turn✈d ✈s✈d✈. M✈cC✈nn st✈✈d h✈s gr✈und 

✈nd s✈✈d w✈th h✈st✈l✈ hum✈ur: 
—M✈n✈r p✈✈ts, ✈ supp✈s✈, ✈r✈ ✈b✈v✈ such tr✈v✈✈l 

qu✈st✈✈ns ✈s th✈ qu✈st✈✈n ✈f un✈v✈rs✈l p✈✈c✈. 
Cr✈nly r✈✈s✈d h✈s h✈✈d ✈nd h✈ld th✈ h✈ndb✈ll b✈tw✈✈n th✈ 

tw✈ stud✈nts by w✈y ✈f ✈ p✈✈c✈✈ff✈r✈ng, s✈y✈ng: 
—P✈x sup✈r t✈tum s✈ngu✈n✈r✈um gl✈bum. 
St✈ph✈n, m✈v✈ng ✈w✈y th✈ byst✈nd✈rs, j✈rk✈d h✈s sh✈uld✈r 

✈ngr✈ly ✈n th✈ d✈r✈ct✈✈n ✈f th✈ Ts✈r’s ✈m✈g✈, s✈y✈ng: 
—K✈✈p y✈ur ✈c✈n. ✈f w✈ must h✈v✈ ✈ J✈sus l✈t us h✈v✈ ✈ 

l✈g✈t✈m✈t✈ J✈sus. 
—By h✈ll, th✈t’s ✈ g✈✈d ✈n✈! s✈✈d th✈ g✈psy stud✈nt t✈ th✈s✈ 

✈b✈ut h✈m, th✈t’s ✈ f✈n✈ ✈xpr✈ss✈✈n. ✈ l✈k✈ th✈t ✈xpr✈ss✈✈n 
✈mm✈ns✈ly. 

H✈ gulp✈d d✈wn th✈ sp✈ttl✈ ✈n h✈s thr✈✈t ✈s ✈f h✈ w✈r✈ 
gulp✈ng d✈wn th✈ phr✈s✈ ✈nd, fumbl✈ng ✈t th✈ p✈✈k ✈f h✈s tw✈✈d 
c✈p, turn✈d t✈ St✈ph✈n, s✈y✈ng: 

—✈xcus✈ m✈, s✈r, wh✈t d✈ y✈u m✈✈n by th✈t ✈xpr✈ss✈✈n y✈u 
utt✈r✈d just n✈w? 

F✈✈l✈ng h✈ms✈lf j✈stl✈d by th✈ stud✈nts n✈✈r h✈m, h✈ s✈✈d t✈ 
th✈m: 

—✈ ✈m cur✈✈us t✈ kn✈w n✈w wh✈t h✈ m✈✈nt by th✈t 
✈xpr✈ss✈✈n. 

H✈ turn✈d ✈g✈✈n t✈ St✈ph✈n ✈nd s✈✈d ✈n ✈ wh✈sp✈r: 
—D✈ y✈u b✈l✈✈v✈ ✈n J✈sus? ✈ b✈l✈✈v✈ ✈n m✈n. ✈f c✈urs✈, 

✈ d✈n’t kn✈w ✈f y✈u b✈l✈✈v✈ ✈n m✈n. ✈ ✈dm✈r✈ y✈u, s✈r. ✈ 
✈dm✈r✈ th✈ m✈nd ✈f m✈n ✈nd✈p✈nd✈nt ✈f ✈ll r✈l✈g✈✈ns. ✈s 
th✈t y✈ur ✈p✈n✈✈n ✈b✈ut th✈ m✈nd ✈f J✈sus? 

—G✈ ✈n, T✈mpl✈, s✈✈d th✈ st✈ut ruddy stud✈nt, r✈turn✈ng, ✈s w✈s 
h✈s w✈nt, t✈ h✈s f✈rst ✈d✈✈, th✈t p✈nt ✈s w✈✈t✈ng f✈r y✈u. 

—H✈ th✈nks ✈’m ✈n ✈mb✈c✈l✈, T✈mpl✈ ✈xpl✈✈n✈d t✈ 
St✈ph✈n, b✈c✈us✈ ✈’m ✈ b✈l✈✈v✈r ✈n th✈ p✈w✈r ✈f m✈nd. 

Cr✈nly l✈nk✈d h✈s ✈rms ✈nt✈ th✈s✈ ✈f St✈ph✈n ✈nd h✈s 
✈dm✈r✈r ✈nd s✈✈d: 

—N✈s ✈d m✈num b✈llum j✈c✈b✈mus. 



St✈ph✈n, ✈n th✈ ✈ct ✈f b✈✈ng l✈d ✈w✈y, c✈ught s✈ght ✈f 
M✈cC✈nn’s flush✈d bluntf✈✈tur✈d f✈c✈. 

—My s✈gn✈tur✈ ✈s ✈f n✈ ✈cc✈unt, h✈ s✈✈d p✈l✈t✈ly. Y✈u ✈r✈ 
r✈ght t✈ g✈ y✈ur w✈y. L✈✈v✈ m✈ t✈ g✈ m✈n✈. 

—D✈d✈lus, s✈✈d M✈cC✈nn cr✈sply, ✈ b✈l✈✈v✈ y✈u’r✈ ✈ g✈✈d 
f✈ll✈w but y✈u h✈v✈ y✈t t✈ l✈✈rn th✈ d✈gn✈ty ✈f ✈ltru✈sm ✈nd 
th✈ r✈sp✈ns✈b✈l✈ty ✈f th✈ hum✈n ✈nd✈v✈du✈l. 
✈ v✈✈c✈ s✈✈d: 
—✈nt✈ll✈ctu✈l cr✈nk✈ry ✈s b✈tt✈r ✈ut ✈f th✈s m✈v✈m✈nt th✈n 

✈n ✈t. 
St✈ph✈n, r✈c✈gn✈s✈ng th✈ h✈rsh t✈n✈ ✈f M✈c✈l✈st✈r’s 

v✈✈c✈, d✈d n✈t turn ✈n th✈ d✈r✈ct✈✈n ✈f th✈ v✈✈c✈. Cr✈nly 
push✈d s✈l✈mnly thr✈ugh th✈ thr✈ng ✈f stud✈nts, l✈nk✈ng St✈ph✈n 
✈nd T✈mpl✈ l✈k✈ ✈ c✈l✈br✈nt ✈tt✈nd✈d by h✈s m✈n✈st✈rs ✈n 
h✈s w✈y t✈ th✈ ✈lt✈r. 

T✈mpl✈ b✈nt ✈✈g✈rly ✈cr✈ss Cr✈nly’s br✈✈st ✈nd s✈✈d: 
—D✈d y✈u h✈✈r M✈c✈l✈st✈r wh✈t h✈ s✈✈d? Th✈t y✈uth ✈s 

j✈✈l✈us ✈f y✈u. D✈d y✈u s✈✈ th✈t? ✈ b✈t Cr✈nly d✈dn’t s✈✈ th✈t. 
By h✈ll, ✈ s✈w th✈t ✈t ✈nc✈. 
✈s th✈y cr✈ss✈d th✈ ✈nn✈r h✈ll, th✈ d✈✈n ✈f stud✈✈s w✈s ✈n 

th✈ ✈ct ✈f ✈sc✈p✈ng fr✈m th✈ stud✈nt w✈th wh✈m h✈ h✈d b✈✈n 
c✈nv✈rs✈ng. H✈ st✈✈d ✈t th✈ f✈✈t ✈f th✈ st✈✈rc✈s✈, ✈ f✈✈t ✈n 
th✈ l✈w✈st st✈p, h✈s thr✈✈db✈r✈ s✈ut✈n✈ g✈th✈r✈d ✈b✈ut h✈m 
f✈r th✈ ✈sc✈nt w✈th w✈m✈n✈sh c✈r✈, n✈dd✈ng h✈s h✈✈d ✈ft✈n 
✈nd r✈p✈✈t✈ng: 

—N✈t ✈ d✈ubt ✈f ✈t, Mr H✈ck✈tt! V✈ry f✈n✈! N✈t ✈ d✈ubt ✈f ✈t! 
✈n th✈ m✈ddl✈ ✈f th✈ h✈ll th✈ pr✈f✈ct ✈f th✈ c✈ll✈g✈ 

s✈d✈l✈ty w✈s sp✈✈k✈ng ✈✈rn✈stly, ✈n ✈ s✈ft qu✈rul✈us v✈✈c✈, 
w✈th ✈ b✈✈rd✈r. ✈s h✈ sp✈k✈ h✈ wr✈nkl✈d ✈ l✈ttl✈ h✈s fr✈ckl✈d 
br✈w ✈nd b✈t, b✈tw✈✈n h✈s phr✈s✈s, ✈t ✈ t✈ny b✈n✈ p✈nc✈l. 

—✈ h✈p✈ th✈ m✈tr✈c m✈n w✈ll ✈ll c✈m✈. Th✈ f✈rst ✈rts m✈n 
✈r✈ pr✈tty sur✈. S✈c✈nd ✈rts, t✈✈. W✈ must m✈k✈ sur✈ ✈f th✈ 
n✈wc✈m✈rs. 

T✈mpl✈ b✈nt ✈g✈✈n ✈cr✈ss Cr✈nly, ✈s th✈y w✈r✈ p✈ss✈ng 
thr✈ugh th✈ d✈✈rw✈y, ✈nd s✈✈d ✈n ✈ sw✈ft wh✈sp✈r: 



—D✈ y✈u kn✈w th✈t h✈ ✈s ✈ m✈rr✈✈d m✈n? H✈ w✈s ✈ 
m✈rr✈✈d m✈n b✈f✈r✈ th✈y c✈nv✈rt✈d h✈m. H✈ h✈s ✈ w✈f✈ ✈nd 
ch✈ldr✈n s✈m✈wh✈r✈. By h✈ll, ✈ th✈nk th✈t’s th✈ qu✈✈r✈st 
n✈t✈✈n ✈ ✈v✈r h✈✈rd! ✈h? 

H✈s wh✈sp✈r tr✈✈l✈d ✈ff ✈nt✈ sly c✈ckl✈ng l✈ught✈r. Th✈ 
m✈m✈nt th✈y w✈r✈ thr✈ugh th✈ d✈✈rw✈y Cr✈nly s✈✈z✈d h✈m 
rud✈ly by th✈ n✈ck ✈nd sh✈✈k h✈m, s✈y✈ng: 

—Y✈u fl✈m✈ng fl✈und✈r✈ng f✈✈l! ✈’ll t✈k✈ my dy✈ng b✈bl✈ 
th✈r✈ ✈sn’t ✈ b✈gg✈r bl✈✈dy ✈p✈, d✈ y✈u kn✈w, th✈n y✈u ✈n th✈ 
wh✈l✈ fl✈m✈ng bl✈✈dy w✈rld! 

T✈mpl✈ wr✈ggl✈d ✈n h✈s gr✈p, l✈ugh✈ng st✈ll w✈th sly c✈nt✈nt, 
wh✈l✈ Cr✈nly r✈p✈✈t✈d fl✈tly ✈t ✈v✈ry rud✈ sh✈k✈: 

—✈ fl✈m✈ng fl✈r✈ng bl✈✈dy ✈d✈✈t! 
Th✈y cr✈ss✈d th✈ w✈✈dy g✈rd✈n t✈g✈th✈r. Th✈ pr✈s✈d✈nt, 

wr✈pp✈d ✈n ✈ h✈✈vy l✈✈s✈ cl✈✈k, w✈s c✈m✈ng t✈w✈rds th✈m 
✈l✈ng ✈n✈ ✈f th✈ w✈lks, r✈✈d✈ng h✈s ✈ff✈c✈. ✈t th✈ ✈nd ✈f th✈ 
w✈lk h✈ h✈lt✈d b✈f✈r✈ turn✈ng ✈nd r✈✈s✈d h✈s ✈y✈s. Th✈ 
stud✈nts s✈lut✈d, T✈mpl✈ fumbl✈ng ✈s b✈f✈r✈ ✈t th✈ p✈✈k ✈f h✈s 
c✈p. Th✈y w✈lk✈d f✈rw✈rd ✈n s✈l✈nc✈. ✈s th✈y n✈✈r✈d th✈ 
✈ll✈y St✈ph✈n c✈uld h✈✈r th✈ thuds ✈f th✈ pl✈y✈rs’ h✈nds ✈nd th✈ 
w✈t sm✈cks ✈f th✈ b✈ll ✈nd D✈v✈n’s v✈✈c✈ cry✈ng ✈ut ✈xc✈t✈dly 
✈t ✈✈ch str✈k✈. 

Th✈ thr✈✈ stud✈nts h✈lt✈d r✈und th✈ b✈x ✈n wh✈ch D✈v✈n s✈t 
t✈ f✈ll✈w th✈ g✈m✈. T✈mpl✈, ✈ft✈r ✈ f✈w m✈m✈nts, s✈dl✈d 
✈cr✈ss t✈ St✈ph✈n ✈nd s✈✈d: 

—✈xcus✈ m✈, ✈ w✈nt✈d t✈ ✈sk y✈u, d✈ y✈u b✈l✈✈v✈ th✈t 
J✈✈n J✈cqu✈s R✈uss✈✈u w✈s ✈ s✈nc✈r✈ m✈n? 

St✈ph✈n l✈ugh✈d ✈utr✈ght. Cr✈nly, p✈ck✈ng up th✈ br✈k✈n st✈v✈ 
✈f ✈ c✈sk fr✈m th✈ gr✈ss ✈t h✈s f✈✈t, turn✈d sw✈ftly ✈nd s✈✈d 
st✈rnly: 

—T✈mpl✈, ✈ d✈cl✈r✈ t✈ th✈ l✈v✈ng G✈d ✈f y✈u s✈y ✈n✈th✈r 
w✈rd, d✈ y✈u kn✈w, t✈ ✈nyb✈dy ✈n ✈ny subj✈ct, ✈’ll k✈ll y✈u sup✈r 
sp✈ttum. 

—H✈ w✈s l✈k✈ y✈u, ✈ f✈ncy, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n, ✈n ✈m✈t✈✈n✈l 
m✈n. 

—Bl✈st h✈m, curs✈ h✈m! s✈✈d Cr✈nly br✈✈dly. D✈n’t t✈lk t✈ h✈m 
✈t ✈ll. Sur✈, y✈u m✈ght ✈s w✈ll b✈ t✈lk✈ng, d✈ y✈u kn✈w, t✈ ✈ 



fl✈m✈ng ch✈mb✈rp✈t ✈s t✈lk✈ng t✈ T✈mpl✈. G✈ h✈m✈, T✈mpl✈. 
F✈r G✈d’s s✈k✈, g✈ h✈m✈. 

—✈ d✈n’t c✈r✈ ✈ d✈mn ✈b✈ut y✈u, Cr✈nly, ✈nsw✈r✈d T✈mpl✈, 
m✈v✈ng ✈ut ✈f r✈✈ch ✈f th✈ upl✈ft✈d st✈v✈ ✈nd p✈✈nt✈ng ✈t 
St✈ph✈n. H✈’s th✈ ✈nly m✈n ✈ s✈✈ ✈n th✈s ✈nst✈tut✈✈n th✈t h✈s 
✈n ✈nd✈v✈du✈l m✈nd. 

—✈nst✈tut✈✈n! ✈nd✈v✈du✈l! cr✈✈d Cr✈nly. G✈ h✈m✈, bl✈st 
y✈u, f✈r y✈u’r✈ ✈ h✈p✈l✈ss bl✈✈dy m✈n. 

—✈’m ✈n ✈m✈t✈✈n✈l m✈n, s✈✈d T✈mpl✈. Th✈t’s qu✈t✈ r✈ghtly 
✈xpr✈ss✈d. ✈nd ✈’m pr✈ud th✈t ✈’m ✈n ✈m✈t✈✈n✈l✈st. 

H✈ s✈dl✈d ✈ut ✈f th✈ ✈ll✈y, sm✈l✈ng sl✈ly. Cr✈nly w✈tch✈d h✈m 
w✈th ✈ bl✈nk ✈xpr✈ss✈✈nl✈ss f✈c✈. 

—L✈✈k ✈t h✈m! h✈ s✈✈d. D✈d y✈u ✈v✈r s✈✈ such ✈ g✈-by-th✈-
w✈ll? 

H✈s phr✈s✈ w✈s gr✈✈t✈d by ✈ str✈ng✈ l✈ugh fr✈m ✈ stud✈nt wh✈ 
l✈ung✈d ✈g✈✈nst th✈ w✈ll, h✈s p✈✈k✈d c✈p d✈wn ✈n h✈s ✈y✈s. 
Th✈ l✈ugh, p✈tch✈d ✈n ✈ h✈gh k✈y ✈nd c✈m✈ng fr✈m ✈ s✈ 
muscul✈r fr✈m✈, s✈✈m✈d l✈k✈ th✈ wh✈nny ✈f ✈n ✈l✈ph✈nt. Th✈ 
stud✈nt’s b✈dy sh✈✈k ✈ll ✈v✈r ✈nd, t✈ ✈✈s✈ h✈s m✈rth, h✈ rubb✈d 
b✈th h✈s h✈nds d✈l✈ght✈dly ✈v✈r h✈s gr✈✈ns. 

—Lynch ✈s ✈w✈k✈, s✈✈d Cr✈nly. 
Lynch, f✈r ✈nsw✈r, str✈✈ght✈n✈d h✈ms✈lf ✈nd thrust f✈rw✈rd h✈s 

ch✈st. 
—Lynch puts ✈ut h✈s ch✈st, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n, ✈s ✈ cr✈t✈c✈sm ✈f 

l✈f✈. 
Lynch sm✈t✈ h✈ms✈lf s✈n✈r✈usly ✈n th✈ ch✈st ✈nd s✈✈d: 
—Wh✈ h✈s ✈nyth✈ng t✈ s✈y ✈b✈ut my g✈rth? 
Cr✈nly t✈✈k h✈m ✈t th✈ w✈rd ✈nd th✈ tw✈ b✈g✈n t✈ tussl✈. 

Wh✈n th✈✈r f✈c✈s h✈d flush✈d w✈th th✈ struggl✈ th✈y dr✈w ✈p✈rt, 
p✈nt✈ng. St✈ph✈n b✈nt d✈wn t✈w✈rds D✈v✈n wh✈, ✈nt✈nt ✈n th✈ 
g✈m✈, h✈d p✈✈d n✈ h✈✈d t✈ th✈ t✈lk ✈f th✈ ✈th✈rs. 

—✈nd h✈w ✈s my l✈ttl✈ t✈m✈ g✈✈s✈? h✈ ✈sk✈d. D✈d h✈ s✈gn, 
t✈✈? 

D✈v✈n n✈dd✈d ✈nd s✈✈d: 
—✈nd y✈u, St✈v✈✈? 
St✈ph✈n sh✈✈k h✈s h✈✈d. 



—Y✈u’r✈ ✈ t✈rr✈bl✈ m✈n, St✈v✈✈, s✈✈d D✈v✈n, t✈k✈ng th✈ 
sh✈rt p✈p✈ fr✈m h✈s m✈uth, ✈lw✈ys ✈l✈n✈. 

—N✈w th✈t y✈u h✈v✈ s✈gn✈d th✈ p✈t✈t✈✈n f✈r un✈v✈rs✈l 
p✈✈c✈, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n, ✈ supp✈s✈ y✈u w✈ll burn th✈t l✈ttl✈ 
c✈pyb✈✈k ✈ s✈w ✈n y✈ur r✈✈m. 
✈s D✈v✈n d✈d n✈t ✈nsw✈r, St✈ph✈n b✈g✈n t✈ qu✈t✈: 
—L✈ng p✈c✈, f✈✈nn✈! R✈ght ✈ncl✈n✈, f✈✈nn✈! F✈✈nn✈, by 

numb✈rs, s✈lut✈, ✈n✈, tw✈! 
—Th✈t’s ✈ d✈ff✈r✈nt qu✈st✈✈n, s✈✈d D✈v✈n. ✈’m ✈n ✈r✈sh 

n✈t✈✈n✈l✈st, f✈rst ✈nd f✈r✈m✈st. But th✈t’s y✈u ✈ll ✈ut. Y✈u’r✈ 
✈ b✈rn sn✈✈r✈r, St✈v✈✈. 

—Wh✈n y✈u m✈k✈ th✈ n✈xt r✈b✈ll✈✈n w✈th hurl✈yst✈cks, s✈✈d 
St✈ph✈n, ✈nd w✈nt th✈ ✈nd✈sp✈ns✈bl✈ ✈nf✈rm✈r, t✈ll m✈. ✈ c✈n 
f✈nd y✈u ✈ f✈w ✈n th✈s c✈ll✈g✈. 

—✈ c✈n’t und✈rst✈nd y✈u, s✈✈d D✈v✈n. ✈n✈ t✈m✈ ✈ h✈✈r y✈u 
t✈lk ✈g✈✈nst ✈ngl✈sh l✈t✈r✈tur✈. N✈w y✈u t✈lk ✈g✈✈nst th✈ 
✈r✈sh ✈nf✈rm✈rs. Wh✈t w✈th y✈ur n✈m✈ ✈nd y✈ur ✈d✈✈s . . . ✈r✈ 
y✈u ✈r✈sh ✈t ✈ll? 

—C✈m✈ w✈th m✈ n✈w t✈ th✈ ✈ff✈c✈ ✈f ✈rms ✈nd ✈ w✈ll sh✈w 
y✈u th✈ tr✈✈ ✈f my f✈m✈ly, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n. 

—Th✈n b✈ ✈n✈ ✈f us, s✈✈d D✈v✈n. Why d✈n’t y✈u l✈✈rn ✈r✈sh? 
Why d✈d y✈u dr✈p ✈ut ✈f th✈ l✈✈gu✈ cl✈ss ✈ft✈r th✈ f✈rst l✈ss✈n? 

—Y✈u kn✈w ✈n✈ r✈✈s✈n why, ✈nsw✈r✈d St✈ph✈n. 
D✈v✈n t✈ss✈d h✈s h✈✈d ✈nd l✈ugh✈d. 
—✈h, c✈m✈ n✈w, h✈ s✈✈d. ✈s ✈t ✈n ✈cc✈unt ✈f th✈t c✈rt✈✈n 

y✈ung l✈dy ✈nd F✈th✈r M✈r✈n? But th✈t’s ✈ll ✈n y✈ur ✈wn m✈nd, 
St✈v✈✈. Th✈y w✈r✈ ✈nly t✈lk✈ng ✈nd l✈ugh✈ng. 

St✈ph✈n p✈us✈d ✈nd l✈✈d ✈ fr✈✈ndly h✈nd up✈n D✈v✈n’s 
sh✈uld✈r. 

—D✈ y✈u r✈m✈mb✈r, h✈ s✈✈d, wh✈n w✈ kn✈w ✈✈ch ✈th✈r 
f✈rst? Th✈ f✈rst m✈rn✈ng w✈ m✈t y✈u ✈sk✈d m✈ t✈ sh✈w y✈u th✈ 
w✈y t✈ th✈ m✈tr✈cul✈t✈✈n cl✈ss, putt✈ng ✈ v✈ry str✈ng str✈ss ✈n 
th✈ f✈rst syll✈bl✈. Y✈u r✈m✈mb✈r? Th✈n y✈u us✈d t✈ ✈ddr✈ss th✈ 
j✈su✈ts ✈s f✈th✈r, y✈u r✈m✈mb✈r? ✈ ✈sk mys✈lf ✈b✈ut y✈u: ✈s 
h✈ ✈s ✈nn✈c✈nt ✈s h✈s sp✈✈ch? 



—✈’m ✈ s✈mpl✈ p✈rs✈n, s✈✈d D✈v✈n. Y✈u kn✈w th✈t. Wh✈n 
y✈u t✈ld m✈ th✈t n✈ght ✈n H✈rc✈urt Str✈✈t th✈s✈ th✈ngs ✈b✈ut 
y✈ur pr✈v✈t✈ l✈f✈, h✈n✈st t✈ G✈d, St✈v✈✈, ✈ w✈s n✈t ✈bl✈ t✈ 
✈✈t my d✈nn✈r. ✈ w✈s qu✈t✈ b✈d. ✈ w✈s ✈w✈k✈ ✈ l✈ng t✈m✈ 
th✈t n✈ght. Why d✈d y✈u t✈ll m✈ th✈s✈ th✈ngs? 

—Th✈nks, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n. Y✈u m✈✈n ✈ ✈m ✈ m✈nst✈r. 
—N✈, s✈✈d D✈v✈n. But ✈ w✈sh y✈u h✈d n✈t t✈ld m✈. 
✈ t✈d✈ b✈g✈n t✈ surg✈ b✈n✈✈th th✈ c✈lm surf✈c✈ ✈f St✈ph✈n’s 

fr✈✈ndl✈n✈ss. 
—Th✈s r✈c✈ ✈nd th✈s c✈untry ✈nd th✈s l✈f✈ pr✈duc✈d m✈, h✈ 

s✈✈d. ✈ sh✈ll ✈xpr✈ss mys✈lf ✈s ✈ ✈m. 
—Try t✈ b✈ ✈n✈ ✈f us, r✈p✈✈t✈d D✈v✈n. ✈n h✈✈rt y✈u ✈r✈ ✈n 

✈r✈shm✈n but y✈ur pr✈d✈ ✈s t✈✈ p✈w✈rful. 
—My ✈nc✈st✈rs thr✈w ✈ff th✈✈r l✈ngu✈g✈ ✈nd t✈✈k ✈n✈th✈r, 

St✈ph✈n s✈✈d. Th✈y ✈ll✈w✈d ✈ h✈ndful ✈f f✈r✈✈gn✈rs t✈ subj✈ct 
th✈m. D✈ y✈u f✈ncy ✈ ✈m g✈✈ng t✈ p✈y ✈n my ✈wn l✈f✈ ✈nd 
p✈rs✈n d✈bts th✈y m✈d✈? Wh✈t f✈r? 

—F✈r ✈ur fr✈✈d✈m, s✈✈d D✈v✈n. 
—N✈ h✈n✈ur✈bl✈ ✈nd s✈nc✈r✈ m✈n, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n, h✈s 

g✈v✈n up t✈ y✈u h✈s l✈f✈ ✈nd h✈s y✈uth ✈nd h✈s ✈ff✈ct✈✈ns 
fr✈m th✈ d✈ys ✈f T✈n✈ t✈ th✈s✈ ✈f P✈rn✈ll, but y✈u s✈ld h✈m t✈ 
th✈ ✈n✈my ✈r f✈✈l✈d h✈m ✈n n✈✈d ✈r r✈v✈l✈d h✈m ✈nd l✈ft 
h✈m f✈r ✈n✈th✈r. ✈nd y✈u ✈nv✈t✈ m✈ t✈ b✈ ✈n✈ ✈f y✈u. ✈’d 
s✈✈ y✈u d✈mn✈d f✈rst. 

—Th✈y d✈✈d f✈r th✈✈r ✈d✈✈ls, St✈v✈✈, s✈✈d D✈v✈n. ✈ur 
d✈y w✈ll c✈m✈ y✈t, b✈l✈✈v✈ m✈. 

St✈ph✈n, f✈ll✈w✈ng h✈s ✈wn th✈ught, w✈s s✈l✈nt f✈r ✈n ✈nst✈nt. 
—Th✈ s✈ul ✈s b✈rn, h✈ s✈✈d v✈gu✈ly, f✈rst ✈n th✈s✈ m✈m✈nts 

✈ t✈ld y✈u ✈f. ✈t h✈s ✈ sl✈w ✈nd d✈rk b✈rth, m✈r✈ myst✈r✈✈us 
th✈n th✈ b✈rth ✈f th✈ b✈dy. Wh✈n th✈ s✈ul ✈f ✈ m✈n ✈s b✈rn ✈n 
th✈s c✈untry th✈r✈ ✈r✈ n✈ts flung ✈t ✈t t✈ h✈ld ✈t b✈ck fr✈m fl✈ght. 
Y✈u t✈lk t✈ m✈ ✈f n✈t✈✈n✈l✈ty, l✈ngu✈g✈, r✈l✈g✈✈n. ✈ sh✈ll 
try t✈ fly by th✈s✈ n✈ts. 

D✈v✈n kn✈ck✈d th✈ ✈sh✈s fr✈m h✈s p✈p✈. 



—T✈✈ d✈✈p f✈r m✈, St✈v✈✈, h✈ s✈✈d. But ✈ m✈n’s c✈untry 
c✈m✈s f✈rst. ✈r✈l✈nd f✈rst, St✈v✈✈. Y✈u c✈n b✈ ✈ p✈✈t ✈r ✈ 
myst✈c ✈ft✈r. 

—D✈ y✈u kn✈w wh✈t ✈r✈l✈nd ✈s? ✈sk✈d St✈ph✈n w✈th c✈ld 
v✈✈l✈nc✈. ✈r✈l✈nd ✈s th✈ ✈ld s✈w th✈t ✈✈ts h✈r f✈rr✈w. 

D✈v✈n r✈s✈ fr✈m h✈s b✈x ✈nd w✈nt t✈w✈rds th✈ pl✈y✈rs, 
sh✈k✈ng h✈s h✈✈d s✈dly. But ✈n ✈ m✈m✈nt h✈s s✈dn✈ss l✈ft h✈m 
✈nd h✈ w✈s h✈tly d✈sput✈ng w✈th Cr✈nly ✈nd th✈ tw✈ pl✈y✈rs wh✈ 
h✈d f✈n✈sh✈d th✈✈r g✈m✈. ✈ m✈tch ✈f f✈ur w✈s ✈rr✈ng✈d, 
Cr✈nly ✈ns✈st✈ng, h✈w✈v✈r, th✈t h✈s b✈ll sh✈uld b✈ us✈d. H✈ l✈t 
✈t r✈b✈und tw✈c✈ ✈r thr✈c✈ t✈ h✈s h✈nd ✈nd struck ✈t str✈ngly ✈nd 
sw✈ftly t✈w✈rds th✈ b✈s✈ ✈f th✈ ✈ll✈y, ✈xcl✈✈m✈ng ✈n ✈nsw✈r 
t✈ ✈ts thud: 

—Y✈ur s✈ul! 
St✈ph✈n st✈✈d w✈th Lynch t✈ll th✈ sc✈r✈ b✈g✈n t✈ r✈s✈. Th✈n 

h✈ pluck✈d h✈m by th✈ sl✈✈v✈ t✈ c✈m✈ ✈w✈y. Lynch ✈b✈y✈d, 
s✈y✈ng: 

—L✈t us ✈k✈ g✈, ✈s Cr✈nly h✈s ✈t. 
St✈ph✈n sm✈l✈d ✈t th✈s s✈d✈thrust. 
Th✈y p✈ss✈d b✈ck thr✈ugh th✈ g✈rd✈n ✈nd ✈ut thr✈ugh th✈ h✈ll 

wh✈r✈ th✈ d✈dd✈r✈ng p✈rt✈r w✈s p✈nn✈ng up ✈ h✈ll n✈t✈c✈ ✈n 
th✈ fr✈m✈. ✈t th✈ f✈✈t ✈f th✈ st✈ps th✈y h✈lt✈d ✈nd St✈ph✈n 
t✈✈k ✈ p✈ck✈t ✈f c✈g✈r✈tt✈s fr✈m h✈s p✈ck✈t ✈nd ✈ff✈r✈d ✈t 
t✈ h✈s c✈mp✈n✈✈n. 

—✈ kn✈w y✈u ✈r✈ p✈✈r, h✈ s✈✈d. 
—D✈mn y✈ur y✈ll✈w ✈ns✈l✈nc✈, ✈nsw✈r✈d Lynch. 
Th✈s s✈c✈nd pr✈✈f ✈f Lynch’s cultur✈ m✈d✈ St✈ph✈n sm✈l✈ 

✈g✈✈n. 
—✈t w✈s ✈ gr✈✈t d✈y f✈r ✈ur✈p✈✈n cultur✈, h✈ s✈✈d, wh✈n 

y✈u m✈d✈ up y✈ur m✈nd t✈ sw✈✈r ✈n y✈ll✈w. 
Th✈y l✈t th✈✈r c✈g✈r✈tt✈s ✈nd turn✈d t✈ th✈ r✈ght. ✈ft✈r ✈ 

p✈us✈ St✈ph✈n b✈g✈n: 
—✈r✈st✈tl✈ h✈s n✈t d✈f✈n✈d p✈ty ✈nd t✈rr✈r. ✈ h✈v✈. ✈ s✈y... 
Lynch h✈lt✈d ✈nd s✈✈d bluntly: 
—St✈p! ✈ w✈n’t l✈st✈n! ✈ ✈m s✈ck. ✈ w✈s ✈ut l✈st n✈ght ✈n ✈ 

y✈ll✈w drunk w✈th H✈r✈n ✈nd G✈gg✈ns. 



St✈ph✈n w✈nt ✈n: 
—P✈ty ✈s th✈ f✈✈l✈ng wh✈ch ✈rr✈sts th✈ m✈nd ✈n th✈ 

pr✈s✈nc✈ ✈f wh✈ts✈✈v✈r ✈s gr✈v✈ ✈nd c✈nst✈nt ✈n hum✈n 
suff✈r✈ngs ✈nd un✈t✈s ✈t w✈th th✈ hum✈n suff✈r✈r. T✈rr✈r ✈s th✈ 
f✈✈l✈ng wh✈ch ✈rr✈sts th✈ m✈nd ✈n th✈ pr✈s✈nc✈ ✈f 
wh✈ts✈✈v✈r ✈s gr✈v✈ ✈nd c✈nst✈nt ✈n hum✈n suff✈r✈ngs ✈nd 
un✈t✈s ✈t w✈th th✈ s✈cr✈t c✈us✈. 

—R✈p✈✈t, s✈✈d Lynch. 
St✈ph✈n r✈p✈✈t✈d th✈ d✈f✈n✈t✈✈ns sl✈wly. 
—✈ g✈rl g✈t ✈nt✈ ✈ h✈ns✈m ✈ f✈w d✈ys ✈g✈, h✈ w✈nt ✈n, ✈n 

L✈nd✈n. Sh✈ w✈s ✈n h✈r w✈y t✈ m✈✈t h✈r m✈th✈r wh✈m sh✈ h✈d 
n✈t s✈✈n f✈r m✈ny y✈✈rs. ✈t th✈ c✈rn✈r ✈f ✈ str✈✈t th✈ sh✈ft ✈f 
✈ l✈rry sh✈v✈r✈d th✈ w✈nd✈w ✈f th✈ h✈ns✈m ✈n th✈ sh✈p✈ ✈f 
✈ st✈r. ✈ l✈ng f✈n✈ n✈✈dl✈ ✈f th✈ sh✈v✈r✈d gl✈ss p✈✈rc✈d h✈r 
h✈✈rt. Sh✈ d✈✈d ✈n th✈ ✈nst✈nt. Th✈ r✈p✈rt✈r c✈ll✈d ✈t ✈ 
tr✈g✈c d✈✈th. ✈t ✈s n✈t. ✈t ✈s r✈m✈t✈ fr✈m t✈rr✈r ✈nd p✈ty 
✈cc✈rd✈ng t✈ th✈ t✈rms ✈f my d✈f✈n✈t✈✈ns. 

—Th✈ tr✈g✈c ✈m✈t✈✈n, ✈n f✈ct, ✈s ✈ f✈c✈ l✈✈k✈ng tw✈ 
w✈ys, t✈w✈rds t✈rr✈r ✈nd t✈w✈rds p✈ty, b✈th ✈f wh✈ch ✈r✈ 
ph✈s✈s ✈f ✈t. Y✈u s✈✈ ✈ us✈ th✈ w✈rd ✈rr✈st. ✈ m✈✈n th✈t th✈ 
tr✈g✈c ✈m✈t✈✈n ✈s st✈t✈c. ✈r r✈th✈r th✈ dr✈m✈t✈c ✈m✈t✈✈n 
✈s. Th✈ f✈✈l✈ngs ✈xc✈t✈d by ✈mpr✈p✈r ✈rt ✈r✈ k✈n✈t✈c, 
d✈s✈r✈ ✈r l✈✈th✈ng. D✈s✈r✈ urg✈s us t✈ p✈ss✈ss, t✈ g✈ t✈ 
s✈m✈th✈ng; l✈✈th✈ng urg✈s us t✈ ✈b✈nd✈n, t✈ g✈ fr✈m 
s✈m✈th✈ng. Th✈ ✈rts wh✈ch ✈xc✈t✈ th✈m, p✈rn✈gr✈ph✈c✈l ✈r 
d✈d✈ct✈c, ✈r✈ th✈r✈f✈r✈ ✈mpr✈p✈r ✈rts. Th✈ ✈sth✈t✈c 
✈m✈t✈✈n (✈ us✈d th✈ g✈n✈r✈l t✈rm) ✈s th✈r✈f✈r✈ st✈t✈c. Th✈ 
m✈nd ✈s ✈rr✈st✈d ✈nd r✈✈s✈d ✈b✈v✈ d✈s✈r✈ ✈nd l✈✈th✈ng. 

—Y✈u s✈y th✈t ✈rt must n✈t ✈xc✈t✈ d✈s✈r✈, s✈✈d Lynch. ✈ t✈ld 
y✈u th✈t ✈n✈ d✈y ✈ wr✈t✈ my n✈m✈ ✈n p✈nc✈l ✈n th✈ b✈cks✈d✈ 
✈f th✈ V✈nus ✈f Pr✈x✈t✈l✈s ✈n th✈ Mus✈um. W✈s th✈t n✈t 
d✈s✈r✈? 

—✈ sp✈✈k ✈f n✈rm✈l n✈tur✈s, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n. Y✈u ✈ls✈ t✈ld 
m✈ th✈t wh✈n y✈u w✈r✈ ✈ b✈y ✈n th✈t ch✈rm✈ng c✈rm✈l✈t✈ 
sch✈✈l y✈u ✈t✈ p✈✈c✈s ✈f dr✈✈d c✈wdung. 



Lynch br✈k✈ ✈g✈✈n ✈nt✈ ✈ wh✈nny ✈f l✈ught✈r ✈nd ✈g✈✈n 
rubb✈d b✈th h✈s h✈nds ✈v✈r h✈s gr✈✈ns but w✈th✈ut t✈k✈ng th✈m 
fr✈m h✈s p✈ck✈ts. 

—✈, ✈ d✈d! ✈ d✈d! h✈ cr✈✈d. 
St✈ph✈n turn✈d t✈w✈rds h✈s c✈mp✈n✈✈n ✈nd l✈✈k✈d ✈t h✈m 

f✈r ✈ m✈m✈nt b✈ldly ✈n th✈ ✈y✈s. Lynch, r✈c✈v✈r✈ng fr✈m h✈s 
l✈ught✈r, ✈nsw✈r✈d h✈s l✈✈k fr✈m h✈s humbl✈d ✈y✈s. Th✈ l✈ng 
sl✈nd✈r fl✈tt✈n✈d skull b✈n✈✈th th✈ l✈ng p✈✈nt✈d c✈p br✈ught 
b✈f✈r✈ St✈ph✈n’s m✈nd th✈ ✈m✈g✈ ✈f ✈ h✈✈d✈d r✈pt✈l✈. Th✈ 
✈y✈s, t✈✈, w✈r✈ r✈pt✈l✈-l✈k✈ ✈n gl✈nt ✈nd g✈z✈. Y✈t ✈t th✈t 
✈nst✈nt, humbl✈d ✈nd ✈l✈rt ✈n th✈✈r l✈✈k, th✈y w✈r✈ l✈t by ✈n✈ 
t✈ny hum✈n p✈✈nt, th✈ w✈nd✈w ✈f ✈ shr✈v✈ll✈d s✈ul, p✈✈gn✈nt 
✈nd s✈lf✈mb✈tt✈r✈d. 

—✈s f✈r th✈t, St✈ph✈n s✈✈d ✈n p✈l✈t✈ p✈r✈nth✈s✈s, w✈ ✈r✈ 
✈ll ✈n✈m✈ls. ✈ ✈ls✈ ✈m ✈n ✈n✈m✈l. 

—Y✈u ✈r✈, s✈✈d Lynch. 
—But w✈ ✈r✈ just n✈w ✈n ✈ m✈nt✈l w✈rld, St✈ph✈n c✈nt✈nu✈d. 

Th✈ d✈s✈r✈ ✈nd l✈✈th✈ng ✈xc✈t✈d by ✈mpr✈p✈r ✈sth✈t✈c 
m✈✈ns ✈r✈ r✈✈lly n✈t ✈sth✈t✈c ✈m✈t✈✈ns n✈t ✈nly b✈c✈us✈ 
th✈y ✈r✈ k✈n✈t✈c ✈n ch✈r✈ct✈r but ✈ls✈ b✈c✈us✈ th✈y ✈r✈ n✈t 
m✈r✈ th✈n phys✈c✈l. ✈ur fl✈sh shr✈nks fr✈m wh✈t ✈t dr✈✈ds ✈nd 
r✈sp✈nds t✈ th✈ st✈mulus ✈f wh✈t ✈t d✈s✈r✈s by ✈ pur✈ly r✈fl✈x 
✈ct✈✈n ✈f th✈ n✈rv✈us syst✈m. ✈ur ✈y✈l✈d cl✈s✈s b✈f✈r✈ w✈ 
✈r✈ ✈w✈r✈ th✈t th✈ fly ✈s ✈b✈ut t✈ ✈nt✈r ✈ur ✈y✈. 

—N✈t ✈lw✈ys, s✈✈d Lynch cr✈t✈c✈lly. 
—✈n th✈ s✈m✈ w✈y, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n, y✈ur fl✈sh r✈sp✈nd✈d t✈ 

th✈ st✈mulus ✈f ✈ n✈k✈d st✈tu✈, but ✈t w✈s, ✈ s✈y, s✈mply ✈ 
r✈fl✈x ✈ct✈✈n ✈f th✈ n✈rv✈s. B✈✈uty ✈xpr✈ss✈d by th✈ ✈rt✈st 
c✈nn✈t ✈w✈k✈n ✈n us ✈n ✈m✈t✈✈n wh✈ch ✈s k✈n✈t✈c ✈r ✈ 
s✈ns✈t✈✈n wh✈ch ✈s pur✈ly phys✈c✈l. ✈t ✈w✈k✈ns, ✈r ✈ught t✈ 
✈w✈k✈n, ✈r ✈nduc✈s, ✈r ✈ught t✈ ✈nduc✈, ✈n ✈sth✈t✈c st✈s✈s, 
✈n ✈d✈✈l p✈ty ✈r ✈n ✈d✈✈l t✈rr✈r, ✈ st✈s✈s c✈ll✈d f✈rth, 
pr✈l✈ng✈d, ✈nd ✈t l✈st d✈ss✈lv✈d by wh✈t ✈ c✈ll th✈ rhythm ✈f 
b✈✈uty. 

—Wh✈t ✈s th✈t ✈x✈ctly? ✈sk✈d Lynch. 
—Rhythm, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n, ✈s th✈ f✈rst f✈rm✈l ✈sth✈t✈c 

r✈l✈t✈✈n ✈f p✈rt t✈ p✈rt ✈n ✈ny ✈sth✈t✈c wh✈l✈ ✈r ✈f ✈n 



✈sth✈t✈c wh✈l✈ t✈ ✈ts p✈rt ✈r p✈rts ✈r ✈f ✈ny p✈rt t✈ th✈ 
✈sth✈t✈c wh✈l✈ ✈f wh✈ch ✈t ✈s ✈ p✈rt. 

—✈f th✈t ✈s rhythm, s✈✈d Lynch, l✈t m✈ h✈✈r wh✈t y✈u c✈ll 
b✈✈uty; ✈nd, pl✈✈s✈ r✈m✈mb✈r, th✈ugh ✈ d✈d ✈✈t ✈ c✈k✈ ✈f 
c✈wdung ✈nc✈, th✈t ✈ ✈dm✈r✈ ✈nly b✈✈uty. 

St✈ph✈n r✈✈s✈d h✈s c✈p ✈s ✈f ✈n gr✈✈t✈ng. Th✈n, blush✈ng 
sl✈ghtly, h✈ l✈✈d h✈s h✈nd ✈n Lynch’s th✈ck tw✈✈d sl✈✈v✈. 

—W✈ ✈r✈ r✈ght, h✈ s✈✈d, ✈nd th✈ ✈th✈rs ✈r✈ wr✈ng. T✈ 
sp✈✈k ✈f th✈s✈ th✈ngs ✈nd t✈ try t✈ und✈rst✈nd th✈✈r n✈tur✈ ✈nd, 
h✈v✈ng und✈rst✈✈d ✈t, t✈ try sl✈wly ✈nd humbly ✈nd c✈nst✈ntly t✈ 
✈xpr✈ss, t✈ pr✈ss ✈ut ✈g✈✈n, fr✈m th✈ gr✈ss ✈✈rth ✈r wh✈t ✈t 
br✈ngs f✈rth, fr✈m s✈und ✈nd sh✈p✈ ✈nd c✈l✈ur wh✈ch ✈r✈ th✈ 
pr✈s✈n g✈t✈s ✈f ✈ur s✈ul, ✈n ✈m✈g✈ ✈f th✈ b✈✈uty w✈ h✈v✈ 
c✈m✈ t✈ und✈rst✈nd—th✈t ✈s ✈rt. 

Th✈y h✈d r✈✈ch✈d th✈ c✈n✈l br✈dg✈ ✈nd, turn✈ng fr✈m th✈✈r 
c✈urs✈, w✈nt ✈n by th✈ tr✈✈s. ✈ crud✈ gr✈y l✈ght, m✈rr✈r✈d ✈n 
th✈ slugg✈sh w✈t✈r ✈nd ✈ sm✈ll ✈f w✈t br✈nch✈s ✈v✈r th✈✈r 
h✈✈ds s✈✈m✈d t✈ w✈r ✈g✈✈nst th✈ c✈urs✈ ✈f St✈ph✈n’s th✈ught. 

—But y✈u h✈v✈ n✈t ✈nsw✈r✈d my qu✈st✈✈n, s✈✈d Lynch. Wh✈t 
✈s ✈rt? Wh✈t ✈s th✈ b✈✈uty ✈t ✈xpr✈ss✈s? 

—Th✈t w✈s th✈ f✈rst d✈f✈n✈t✈✈n ✈ g✈v✈ y✈u, y✈u 
sl✈✈pyh✈✈d✈d wr✈tch, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n, wh✈n ✈ b✈g✈n t✈ try t✈ 
th✈nk ✈ut th✈ m✈tt✈r f✈r mys✈lf. D✈ y✈u r✈m✈mb✈r th✈ n✈ght? 
Cr✈nly l✈st h✈s t✈mp✈r ✈nd b✈g✈n t✈ t✈lk ✈b✈ut W✈ckl✈w b✈c✈n. 

—✈ r✈m✈mb✈r, s✈✈d Lynch. H✈ t✈ld us ✈b✈ut th✈m fl✈m✈ng f✈t 
d✈v✈ls ✈f p✈gs. 

—✈rt, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n, ✈s th✈ hum✈n d✈sp✈s✈t✈✈n ✈f s✈ns✈bl✈ 
✈r ✈nt✈ll✈g✈bl✈ m✈tt✈r f✈r ✈n ✈sth✈t✈c ✈nd. Y✈u r✈m✈mb✈r 
th✈ p✈gs ✈nd f✈rg✈t th✈t. Y✈u ✈r✈ ✈ d✈str✈ss✈ng p✈✈r, y✈u ✈nd 
Cr✈nly. 

Lynch m✈d✈ ✈ gr✈m✈c✈ ✈t th✈ r✈w gr✈y sky ✈nd s✈✈d: 
—✈f ✈ ✈m t✈ l✈st✈n t✈ y✈ur ✈sth✈t✈c ph✈l✈s✈phy g✈v✈ m✈ 

✈t l✈✈st ✈n✈th✈r c✈g✈r✈tt✈. ✈ d✈n’t c✈r✈ ✈b✈ut ✈t. ✈ d✈n’t 
✈v✈n c✈r✈ ✈b✈ut w✈m✈n. D✈mn y✈u ✈nd d✈mn ✈v✈ryth✈ng. ✈ 
w✈nt ✈ j✈b ✈f f✈v✈ hundr✈d ✈ y✈✈r. Y✈u c✈n’t g✈t m✈ ✈n✈. 

St✈ph✈n h✈nd✈d h✈m th✈ p✈ck✈t ✈f c✈g✈r✈tt✈s. Lynch t✈✈k th✈ 
l✈st ✈n✈ th✈t r✈m✈✈n✈d, s✈y✈ng s✈mply: 



—Pr✈c✈✈d! 
—✈qu✈n✈s, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n, s✈ys th✈t ✈s b✈✈ut✈ful th✈ 

✈ppr✈h✈ns✈✈n ✈f wh✈ch pl✈✈s✈s. 
Lynch n✈dd✈d. 
—✈ r✈m✈mb✈r th✈t, h✈ s✈✈d, Pulcr✈ sunt quæ v✈s✈ pl✈c✈nt. 
—H✈ us✈s th✈ w✈rd v✈s✈, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n, t✈ c✈v✈r ✈sth✈t✈c 

✈ppr✈h✈ns✈✈ns ✈f ✈ll k✈nds, wh✈th✈r thr✈ugh s✈ght ✈r h✈✈r✈ng 
✈r thr✈ugh ✈ny ✈th✈r ✈v✈nu✈ ✈f ✈ppr✈h✈ns✈✈n. Th✈s w✈rd, 
th✈ugh ✈t ✈s v✈gu✈, ✈s cl✈✈r ✈n✈ugh t✈ k✈✈p ✈w✈y g✈✈d ✈nd 
✈v✈l wh✈ch ✈xc✈t✈ d✈s✈r✈ ✈nd l✈✈th✈ng. ✈t m✈✈ns c✈rt✈✈nly 
✈ st✈s✈s ✈nd n✈t ✈ k✈n✈s✈s. H✈w ✈b✈ut th✈ tru✈? ✈t pr✈duc✈s 
✈ls✈ ✈ st✈s✈s ✈f th✈ m✈nd. Y✈u w✈uld n✈t wr✈t✈ y✈ur n✈m✈ ✈n 
p✈nc✈l ✈cr✈ss th✈ hyp✈th✈nus✈ ✈f ✈ r✈ght✈ngl✈d tr✈✈ngl✈. 

—N✈, s✈✈d Lynch, g✈v✈ m✈ th✈ hyp✈th✈nus✈ ✈f th✈ V✈nus ✈f 
Pr✈x✈t✈l✈s. 

—St✈t✈c th✈r✈f✈r✈, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n. Pl✈t✈, ✈ b✈l✈✈v✈, s✈✈d 
th✈t b✈✈uty ✈s th✈ spl✈nd✈ur ✈f truth. ✈ d✈n’t th✈nk th✈t ✈t h✈s ✈ 
m✈✈n✈ng, but th✈ tru✈ ✈nd th✈ b✈✈ut✈ful ✈r✈ ✈k✈n. Truth ✈s 
b✈h✈ld by th✈ ✈nt✈ll✈ct wh✈ch ✈s ✈pp✈✈s✈d by th✈ m✈st 
s✈t✈sfy✈ng r✈l✈t✈✈ns ✈f th✈ ✈nt✈ll✈g✈bl✈; b✈✈uty ✈s b✈h✈ld 
by th✈ ✈m✈g✈n✈t✈✈n wh✈ch ✈s ✈pp✈✈s✈d by th✈ m✈st 
s✈t✈sfy✈ng r✈l✈t✈✈ns ✈f th✈ s✈ns✈bl✈. Th✈ f✈rst st✈p ✈n th✈ 
d✈r✈ct✈✈n ✈f truth ✈s t✈ und✈rst✈nd th✈ fr✈m✈ ✈nd sc✈p✈ ✈f th✈ 
✈nt✈ll✈ct ✈ts✈lf, t✈ c✈mpr✈h✈nd th✈ ✈ct ✈ts✈lf ✈f 
✈nt✈ll✈ct✈✈n. ✈r✈st✈tl✈’s ✈nt✈r✈ syst✈m ✈f ph✈l✈s✈phy r✈sts 
up✈n h✈s b✈✈k ✈f psych✈l✈gy ✈nd th✈t, ✈ th✈nk, r✈sts ✈n h✈s 
st✈t✈m✈nt th✈t th✈ s✈m✈ ✈ttr✈but✈ c✈nn✈t ✈t th✈ s✈m✈ t✈m✈ 
✈nd ✈n th✈ s✈m✈ c✈nn✈x✈✈n b✈l✈ng t✈ ✈nd n✈t b✈l✈ng t✈ th✈ 
s✈m✈ subj✈ct. Th✈ f✈rst st✈p ✈n th✈ d✈r✈ct✈✈n ✈f b✈✈uty ✈s t✈ 
und✈rst✈nd th✈ fr✈m✈ ✈nd sc✈p✈ ✈f th✈ ✈m✈g✈n✈t✈✈n, t✈ 
c✈mpr✈h✈nd th✈ ✈ct ✈ts✈lf ✈f ✈sth✈t✈c ✈ppr✈h✈ns✈✈n. ✈s th✈t 
cl✈✈r? 

—But wh✈t ✈s b✈✈uty? ✈sk✈d Lynch ✈mp✈t✈✈ntly. ✈ut w✈th 
✈n✈th✈r d✈f✈n✈t✈✈n. S✈m✈th✈ng w✈ s✈✈ ✈nd l✈k✈! ✈s th✈t 
th✈ b✈st y✈u ✈nd ✈qu✈n✈s c✈n d✈? 

—L✈t us t✈k✈ w✈m✈n, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n. 
—L✈t us t✈k✈ h✈r! s✈✈d Lynch f✈rv✈ntly. 



—Th✈ Gr✈✈k, th✈ Turk, th✈ Ch✈n✈s✈, th✈ C✈pt, th✈ H✈tt✈nt✈t, 
s✈✈d St✈ph✈n, ✈ll ✈dm✈r✈ ✈ d✈ff✈r✈nt typ✈ ✈f f✈m✈l✈ b✈✈uty. 
Th✈t s✈✈ms t✈ b✈ ✈ m✈z✈ ✈ut ✈f wh✈ch w✈ c✈nn✈t ✈sc✈p✈. ✈ 
s✈✈, h✈w✈v✈r, tw✈ w✈ys ✈ut. ✈n✈ ✈s th✈s hyp✈th✈s✈s: th✈t 
✈v✈ry phys✈c✈l qu✈l✈ty ✈dm✈r✈d by m✈n ✈n w✈m✈n ✈s ✈n 
d✈r✈ct c✈nn✈x✈✈n w✈th th✈ m✈n✈f✈ld funct✈✈ns ✈f w✈m✈n f✈r 
th✈ pr✈p✈g✈t✈✈n ✈f th✈ sp✈c✈✈s. ✈t m✈y b✈ s✈. Th✈ w✈rld, ✈t 
s✈✈ms, ✈s dr✈✈r✈✈r th✈n ✈v✈n y✈u, Lynch, ✈m✈g✈n✈d. F✈r my 
p✈rt ✈ d✈sl✈k✈ th✈t w✈y ✈ut. ✈t l✈✈ds t✈ ✈ug✈n✈cs r✈th✈r th✈n 
t✈ ✈sth✈t✈c. ✈t l✈✈ds y✈u ✈ut ✈f th✈ m✈z✈ ✈nt✈ ✈ n✈w g✈udy 
l✈ctur✈r✈✈m wh✈r✈ M✈cC✈nn, w✈th ✈n✈ h✈nd ✈n Th✈ ✈r✈g✈n 
✈f Sp✈c✈✈s ✈nd th✈ ✈th✈r h✈nd ✈n th✈ n✈w t✈st✈m✈nt, t✈lls y✈u 
th✈t y✈u ✈dm✈r✈d th✈ gr✈✈t fl✈nks ✈f V✈nus b✈c✈us✈ y✈u f✈lt 
th✈t sh✈ w✈uld b✈✈r y✈u burly ✈ffspr✈ng ✈nd ✈dm✈r✈d h✈r gr✈✈t 
br✈✈sts b✈c✈us✈ y✈u f✈lt th✈t sh✈ w✈uld g✈v✈ g✈✈d m✈lk t✈ h✈r 
ch✈ldr✈n ✈nd y✈urs. 

—Th✈n M✈cC✈nn ✈s ✈ sulphury✈ll✈w l✈✈r, s✈✈d Lynch 
✈n✈rg✈t✈c✈lly. 

—Th✈r✈ r✈m✈✈ns ✈n✈th✈r w✈y ✈ut, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n, l✈ugh✈ng. 
—T✈ w✈t? s✈✈d Lynch. 
—Th✈s hyp✈th✈s✈s, St✈ph✈n b✈g✈n. 
✈ l✈ng dr✈y l✈d✈n w✈th ✈ld ✈r✈n c✈m✈ r✈und th✈ c✈rn✈r ✈f 

S✈r P✈tr✈ck Dun’s h✈sp✈t✈l c✈v✈r✈ng th✈ ✈nd ✈f St✈ph✈n’s 
sp✈✈ch w✈th th✈ h✈rsh r✈✈r ✈f j✈ngl✈d ✈nd r✈ttl✈ng m✈t✈l. Lynch 
cl✈s✈d h✈s ✈✈rs ✈nd g✈v✈ ✈ut ✈✈th ✈ft✈r ✈✈th t✈ll th✈ dr✈y 
h✈d p✈ss✈d. Th✈n h✈ turn✈d ✈n h✈s h✈✈l rud✈ly. St✈ph✈n turn✈d 
✈ls✈ ✈nd w✈✈t✈d f✈r ✈ f✈w m✈m✈nts t✈ll h✈s c✈mp✈n✈✈n’s ✈ll-
hum✈ur h✈d h✈d ✈ts v✈nt. 

—Th✈s hyp✈th✈s✈s, St✈ph✈n r✈p✈✈t✈d, ✈s th✈ ✈th✈r w✈y ✈ut: 
th✈t, th✈ugh th✈ s✈m✈ ✈bj✈ct m✈y n✈t s✈✈m b✈✈ut✈ful t✈ ✈ll 
p✈✈pl✈, ✈ll p✈✈pl✈ wh✈ ✈dm✈r✈ ✈ b✈✈ut✈ful ✈bj✈ct f✈nd ✈n 
✈t c✈rt✈✈n r✈l✈t✈✈ns wh✈ch s✈t✈sfy ✈nd c✈✈nc✈d✈ w✈th th✈ 
st✈g✈s th✈ms✈lv✈s ✈f ✈ll ✈sth✈t✈c ✈ppr✈h✈ns✈✈n. Th✈s✈ 
r✈l✈t✈✈ns ✈f th✈ s✈ns✈bl✈, v✈s✈bl✈ t✈ y✈u thr✈ugh ✈n✈ f✈rm 
✈nd t✈ m✈ thr✈ugh ✈n✈th✈r, must b✈ th✈r✈f✈r✈ th✈ n✈c✈ss✈ry 
qu✈l✈t✈✈s ✈f b✈✈uty. N✈w, w✈ c✈n r✈turn t✈ ✈ur ✈ld fr✈✈nd 
s✈✈nt Th✈m✈s f✈r ✈n✈th✈r p✈nnyw✈rth ✈f w✈sd✈m. 



Lynch l✈ugh✈d. 
—✈t ✈mus✈s m✈ v✈stly, h✈ s✈✈d, t✈ h✈✈r y✈u qu✈t✈ng h✈m 

t✈m✈ ✈ft✈r t✈m✈ l✈k✈ ✈ j✈lly r✈und fr✈✈r. ✈r✈ y✈u l✈ugh✈ng 
✈n y✈ur sl✈✈v✈? 

—M✈c✈l✈st✈r, ✈nsw✈r✈d St✈ph✈n, w✈uld c✈ll my ✈sth✈t✈c 
th✈✈ry ✈ppl✈✈d ✈qu✈n✈s. S✈ f✈r ✈s th✈s s✈d✈ ✈f ✈sth✈t✈c 
ph✈l✈s✈phy ✈xt✈nds, ✈qu✈n✈s w✈ll c✈rry m✈ ✈ll ✈l✈ng th✈ l✈n✈. 
Wh✈n w✈ c✈m✈ t✈ th✈ ph✈n✈m✈n✈ ✈f ✈rt✈st✈c c✈nc✈pt✈✈n, 
✈rt✈st✈c g✈st✈t✈✈n, ✈nd ✈rt✈st✈c r✈pr✈duct✈✈n ✈ r✈qu✈r✈ ✈ 
n✈w t✈rm✈n✈l✈gy ✈nd ✈ n✈w p✈rs✈n✈l ✈xp✈r✈✈nc✈. 

—✈f c✈urs✈, s✈✈d Lynch. ✈ft✈r ✈ll ✈qu✈n✈s, ✈n sp✈t✈ ✈f h✈s 
✈nt✈ll✈ct, w✈s ✈x✈ctly ✈ g✈✈d r✈und fr✈✈r. But y✈u w✈ll t✈ll m✈ 
✈b✈ut th✈ n✈w p✈rs✈n✈l ✈xp✈r✈✈nc✈ ✈nd n✈w t✈rm✈n✈l✈gy 
s✈m✈ ✈th✈r d✈y. Hurry up ✈nd f✈n✈sh th✈ f✈rst p✈rt. 

—Wh✈ kn✈ws? s✈✈d St✈ph✈n, sm✈l✈ng. P✈rh✈ps ✈qu✈n✈s w✈uld 
und✈rst✈nd m✈ b✈tt✈r th✈n y✈u. H✈ w✈s ✈ p✈✈t h✈ms✈lf. H✈ 
wr✈t✈ ✈ hymn f✈r M✈undy Thursd✈y. ✈t b✈g✈ns w✈th th✈ 
w✈rds P✈ng✈ l✈ngu✈ gl✈r✈✈s✈. Th✈y s✈y ✈t ✈s th✈ h✈gh✈st 
gl✈ry ✈f th✈ hymn✈l. ✈t ✈s ✈n ✈ntr✈c✈t✈ ✈nd s✈✈th✈ng hymn. ✈ 
l✈k✈ ✈t; but th✈r✈ ✈s n✈ hymn th✈t c✈n b✈ put b✈s✈d✈ th✈t 
m✈urnful ✈nd m✈j✈st✈c pr✈c✈ss✈✈n✈l s✈ng, th✈ V✈x✈ll✈ 
R✈g✈s ✈f V✈n✈nt✈us F✈rtun✈tus. 

Lynch b✈g✈n t✈ s✈ng s✈ftly ✈nd s✈l✈mnly ✈n ✈ d✈✈p b✈ss 
v✈✈c✈: 

✈npl✈t✈ sunt quæ c✈nc✈n✈t 
D✈v✈d f✈d✈l✈ c✈rm✈n✈ 
D✈c✈nd✈ n✈t✈✈n✈bus 
R✈gn✈v✈t ✈ l✈gn✈ D✈us. 

—Th✈t’s gr✈✈t! h✈ s✈✈d, w✈ll pl✈✈s✈d. Gr✈✈t mus✈c! 
Th✈y turn✈d ✈nt✈ L✈w✈r M✈unt Str✈✈t. ✈ f✈w st✈ps fr✈m th✈ 

c✈rn✈r ✈ f✈t y✈ung m✈n, w✈✈r✈ng ✈ s✈lk n✈ckcl✈th, s✈lut✈d th✈m 
✈nd st✈pp✈d. 

—D✈d y✈u h✈✈r th✈ r✈sults ✈f th✈ ✈x✈ms? h✈ ✈sk✈d. Gr✈ff✈n 
w✈s pluck✈d. H✈lp✈n ✈nd ✈’Flynn ✈r✈ thr✈ugh th✈ h✈m✈ c✈v✈l. 
M✈✈n✈n g✈t f✈fth pl✈c✈ ✈n th✈ ✈nd✈✈n. ✈’Sh✈ughn✈ssy g✈t 
f✈urt✈✈nth. Th✈ ✈r✈sh f✈ll✈ws ✈n Cl✈rk’s g✈v✈ th✈m ✈ f✈✈d l✈st 
n✈ght. Th✈y ✈ll ✈t✈ curry. 



H✈s p✈ll✈d bl✈✈t✈d f✈c✈ ✈xpr✈ss✈d b✈n✈v✈l✈nt m✈l✈c✈ 
✈nd, ✈s h✈ h✈d ✈dv✈nc✈d thr✈ugh h✈s t✈d✈ngs ✈f succ✈ss, h✈s 
sm✈ll f✈t-✈nc✈rcl✈d ✈y✈s v✈n✈sh✈d ✈ut ✈f s✈ght ✈nd h✈s w✈✈k 
wh✈✈z✈ng v✈✈c✈ ✈ut ✈f h✈✈r✈ng. 
✈n r✈ply t✈ ✈ qu✈st✈✈n ✈f St✈ph✈n’s h✈s ✈y✈s ✈nd h✈s v✈✈c✈ 

c✈m✈ f✈rth ✈g✈✈n fr✈m th✈✈r lurk✈ngpl✈c✈s. 
—Y✈s, M✈cCull✈gh ✈nd ✈, h✈ s✈✈d. H✈’s t✈k✈ng pur✈ 

m✈th✈m✈t✈cs ✈nd ✈’m t✈k✈ng c✈nst✈tut✈✈n✈l h✈st✈ry. Th✈r✈ 
✈r✈ tw✈nty subj✈cts. ✈’m t✈k✈ng b✈t✈ny t✈✈. Y✈u kn✈w ✈’m ✈ 
m✈mb✈r ✈f th✈ f✈✈ld club. 

H✈ dr✈w b✈ck fr✈m th✈ ✈th✈r tw✈ ✈n ✈ st✈t✈ly f✈sh✈✈n ✈nd 
pl✈c✈d ✈ plump w✈✈ll✈n-gl✈v✈d h✈nd ✈n h✈s br✈✈st fr✈m wh✈ch 
mutt✈r✈d wh✈✈z✈ng l✈ught✈r ✈t ✈nc✈ br✈k✈ f✈rth. 

—Br✈ng us ✈ f✈w turn✈ps ✈nd ✈n✈✈ns th✈ n✈xt t✈m✈ y✈u g✈ ✈ut, 
s✈✈d St✈ph✈n dr✈ly, t✈ m✈k✈ ✈ st✈w. 

Th✈ f✈t stud✈nt l✈ugh✈d ✈ndulg✈ntly ✈nd s✈✈d: 
—W✈ ✈r✈ ✈ll h✈ghly r✈sp✈ct✈bl✈ p✈✈pl✈ ✈n th✈ f✈✈ld club. 

L✈st S✈turd✈y w✈ w✈nt ✈ut t✈ Gl✈nm✈lur✈, s✈v✈n ✈f us. 
—W✈th w✈m✈n, D✈n✈v✈n? s✈✈d Lynch. 
D✈n✈v✈n ✈g✈✈n l✈✈d h✈s h✈nd ✈n h✈s ch✈st ✈nd s✈✈d: 
—✈ur ✈nd ✈s th✈ ✈cqu✈s✈t✈✈n ✈f kn✈wl✈dg✈. 
Th✈n h✈ s✈✈d qu✈ckly: 
—✈ h✈✈r y✈u ✈r✈ wr✈t✈ng s✈m✈ ✈ss✈ys ✈b✈ut ✈sth✈t✈cs. 
St✈ph✈n m✈d✈ ✈ v✈gu✈ g✈stur✈ ✈f d✈n✈✈l. 
—G✈✈th✈ ✈nd L✈ss✈ng, s✈✈d D✈n✈v✈n, h✈v✈ wr✈tt✈n ✈ l✈t 

✈n th✈t subj✈ct, th✈ cl✈ss✈c✈l sch✈✈l ✈nd th✈ r✈m✈nt✈c sch✈✈l 
✈nd ✈ll th✈t. Th✈ L✈✈c✈✈n ✈nt✈r✈st✈d m✈ v✈ry much wh✈n ✈ 
r✈✈d ✈t. ✈f c✈urs✈ ✈t ✈s ✈d✈✈l✈st✈c, G✈rm✈n, ultr✈-pr✈f✈und. 

N✈✈th✈r ✈f th✈ ✈th✈rs sp✈k✈. D✈n✈v✈n t✈✈k l✈✈v✈ ✈f th✈m 
urb✈n✈ly. 

—✈ must g✈, h✈ s✈✈d s✈ftly ✈nd b✈n✈v✈l✈ntly, ✈ h✈v✈ ✈ str✈ng 
susp✈c✈✈n, ✈m✈unt✈ng ✈lm✈st t✈ ✈ c✈nv✈ct✈✈n, th✈t my s✈st✈r 
✈nt✈nd✈d t✈ m✈k✈ p✈nc✈k✈s t✈d✈y f✈r th✈ d✈nn✈r ✈f th✈ 
D✈n✈v✈n f✈m✈ly. 

—G✈✈dby✈, St✈ph✈n s✈✈d ✈n h✈s w✈k✈. D✈n’t f✈rg✈t th✈ 
turn✈ps f✈r m✈ ✈nd my m✈t✈. 



Lynch g✈z✈d ✈ft✈r h✈m, h✈s l✈p curl✈ng ✈n sl✈w sc✈rn t✈ll h✈s 
f✈c✈ r✈s✈mbl✈d ✈ d✈v✈l’s m✈sk: 

—T✈ th✈nk th✈t th✈t y✈ll✈w p✈nc✈k✈-✈✈t✈ng ✈xcr✈m✈nt c✈n 
g✈t ✈ g✈✈d j✈b, h✈ s✈✈d ✈t l✈ngth, ✈nd ✈ h✈v✈ t✈ sm✈k✈ ch✈✈p 
c✈g✈r✈tt✈s! 

Th✈y turn✈d th✈✈r f✈c✈s t✈w✈rds M✈rr✈✈n Squ✈r✈ ✈nd w✈nt 
f✈r ✈ l✈ttl✈ ✈n s✈l✈nc✈. 

—T✈ f✈n✈sh wh✈t ✈ w✈s s✈y✈ng ✈b✈ut b✈✈uty, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n, 
th✈ m✈st s✈t✈sfy✈ng r✈l✈t✈✈ns ✈f th✈ s✈ns✈bl✈ must th✈r✈f✈r✈ 
c✈rr✈sp✈nd t✈ th✈ n✈c✈ss✈ry ph✈s✈s ✈f ✈rt✈st✈c 
✈ppr✈h✈ns✈✈n. F✈nd th✈s✈ ✈nd y✈u f✈nd th✈ qu✈l✈t✈✈s ✈f 
un✈v✈rs✈l b✈✈uty. ✈qu✈n✈s s✈ys: ✈d pulcr✈tud✈n✈m tr✈✈ 
r✈qu✈runtur ✈nt✈gr✈t✈s, c✈ns✈n✈nt✈✈, cl✈r✈t✈s. ✈ tr✈nsl✈t✈ 
✈t s✈: Thr✈✈ th✈ngs ✈r✈ n✈✈d✈d f✈r b✈✈uty, wh✈l✈n✈ss, 
h✈rm✈ny ✈nd r✈d✈✈nc✈. D✈ th✈s✈ c✈rr✈sp✈nd t✈ th✈ ph✈s✈s ✈f 
✈ppr✈h✈ns✈✈n? ✈r✈ y✈u f✈ll✈w✈ng? 

—✈f c✈urs✈, ✈ ✈m, s✈✈d Lynch. ✈f y✈u th✈nk ✈ h✈v✈ ✈n 
✈xcr✈m✈nt✈t✈✈us ✈nt✈ll✈g✈nc✈ run ✈ft✈r D✈n✈v✈n ✈nd ✈sk 
h✈m t✈ l✈st✈n t✈ y✈u. 

St✈ph✈n p✈✈nt✈d t✈ ✈ b✈sk✈t wh✈ch ✈ butch✈r’s b✈y h✈d slung 
✈nv✈rt✈d ✈n h✈s h✈✈d. 

—L✈✈k ✈t th✈t b✈sk✈t, h✈ s✈✈d. 
—✈ s✈✈ ✈t, s✈✈d Lynch. 
—✈n ✈rd✈r t✈ s✈✈ th✈t b✈sk✈t, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n, y✈ur m✈nd f✈rst 

✈f ✈ll s✈p✈r✈t✈s th✈ b✈sk✈t fr✈m th✈ r✈st ✈f th✈ v✈s✈bl✈ 
un✈v✈rs✈ wh✈ch ✈s n✈t th✈ b✈sk✈t. Th✈ f✈rst ph✈s✈ ✈f 
✈ppr✈h✈ns✈✈n ✈s ✈ b✈und✈ng l✈n✈ dr✈wn ✈b✈ut th✈ ✈bj✈ct t✈ 
b✈ ✈ppr✈h✈nd✈d. ✈n ✈sth✈t✈c ✈m✈g✈ ✈s pr✈s✈nt✈d t✈ us 
✈✈th✈r ✈n sp✈c✈ ✈r ✈n t✈m✈. Wh✈t ✈s ✈ud✈bl✈ ✈s pr✈s✈nt✈d 
✈n t✈m✈, wh✈t ✈s v✈s✈bl✈ ✈s pr✈s✈nt✈d ✈n sp✈c✈. But 
t✈mp✈r✈l ✈r sp✈t✈✈l, th✈ ✈sth✈t✈c ✈m✈g✈ ✈s f✈rst lum✈n✈usly 
✈ppr✈h✈nd✈d ✈s s✈lfb✈und✈d ✈nd s✈lfc✈nt✈✈n✈d up✈n th✈ 
✈mm✈✈sur✈bl✈ b✈ckgr✈und ✈f sp✈c✈ ✈r t✈m✈ wh✈ch ✈s n✈t ✈t. 
Y✈u ✈ppr✈h✈nd✈d ✈t ✈s ✈n✈ th✈ng. Y✈u s✈✈ ✈t ✈s ✈n✈ wh✈l✈. 
Y✈u ✈ppr✈h✈nd ✈ts wh✈l✈n✈ss. Th✈t ✈s ✈nt✈gr✈t✈s. 

—Bull’s ✈y✈! s✈✈d Lynch, l✈ugh✈ng. G✈ ✈n. 



—Th✈n, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n, y✈u p✈ss fr✈m p✈✈nt t✈ p✈✈nt, l✈d by ✈ts 
f✈rm✈l l✈n✈s; y✈u ✈ppr✈h✈nd ✈t ✈s b✈l✈nc✈d p✈rt ✈g✈✈nst p✈rt 
w✈th✈n ✈ts l✈m✈ts; y✈u f✈✈l th✈ rhythm ✈f ✈ts structur✈. ✈n ✈th✈r 
w✈rds, th✈ synth✈s✈s ✈f ✈mm✈d✈✈t✈ p✈rc✈pt✈✈n ✈s f✈ll✈w✈d 
by th✈ ✈n✈lys✈s ✈f ✈ppr✈h✈ns✈✈n. H✈v✈ng f✈rst f✈lt th✈t ✈t 
✈s ✈n✈ th✈ng y✈u f✈✈l n✈w th✈t ✈t ✈s ✈ th✈ng. Y✈u ✈ppr✈h✈nd 
✈t ✈s c✈mpl✈x, mult✈pl✈, d✈v✈s✈bl✈, s✈p✈r✈bl✈, m✈d✈ up ✈f 
✈ts p✈rts, th✈ r✈sult ✈f ✈ts p✈rts ✈nd th✈✈r sum, h✈rm✈n✈✈us. Th✈t 
✈s c✈ns✈n✈nt✈✈. 

—Bull’s ✈y✈ ✈g✈✈n! s✈✈d Lynch w✈tt✈ly. T✈ll m✈ n✈w wh✈t 
✈s cl✈r✈t✈s ✈nd y✈u w✈n th✈ c✈g✈r. 

—Th✈ c✈nn✈t✈t✈✈n ✈f th✈ w✈rd, St✈ph✈n s✈✈d, ✈s r✈th✈r 
v✈gu✈. ✈qu✈n✈s us✈s ✈ t✈rm wh✈ch s✈✈ms t✈ b✈ ✈n✈x✈ct. ✈t 
b✈ffl✈d m✈ f✈r ✈ l✈ng t✈m✈. ✈t w✈uld l✈✈d y✈u t✈ b✈l✈✈v✈ 
th✈t h✈ h✈d ✈n m✈nd symb✈l✈sm ✈r ✈d✈✈l✈sm, th✈ supr✈m✈ 
qu✈l✈ty ✈f b✈✈uty b✈✈ng ✈ l✈ght fr✈m s✈m✈ ✈th✈r w✈rld, th✈ 
✈d✈✈ ✈f wh✈ch th✈ m✈tt✈r ✈s but th✈ sh✈d✈w, th✈ r✈✈l✈ty ✈f 
wh✈ch ✈t ✈s but th✈ symb✈l. ✈ th✈ught h✈ m✈ght m✈✈n 
th✈t cl✈r✈t✈s ✈s th✈ ✈rt✈st✈c d✈sc✈v✈ry ✈nd r✈pr✈s✈nt✈t✈✈n 
✈f th✈ d✈v✈n✈ purp✈s✈ ✈n ✈nyth✈ng ✈r ✈ f✈rc✈ ✈f 
g✈n✈r✈l✈z✈t✈✈n wh✈ch w✈uld m✈k✈ th✈ ✈sth✈t✈c ✈m✈g✈ ✈ 
un✈v✈rs✈l ✈n✈, m✈k✈ ✈t ✈utsh✈n✈ ✈ts pr✈p✈r c✈nd✈t✈✈ns. But 
th✈t ✈s l✈t✈r✈ry t✈lk. ✈ und✈rst✈nd ✈t s✈. Wh✈n y✈u h✈v✈ 
✈ppr✈h✈nd✈d th✈t b✈sk✈t ✈s ✈n✈ th✈ng ✈nd h✈v✈ th✈n 
✈n✈lys✈d ✈t ✈cc✈rd✈ng t✈ ✈ts f✈rm ✈nd ✈ppr✈h✈nd✈d ✈t ✈s ✈ 
th✈ng y✈u m✈k✈ th✈ ✈nly synth✈s✈s wh✈ch ✈s l✈g✈c✈lly ✈nd 
✈sth✈t✈c✈lly p✈rm✈ss✈bl✈. Y✈u s✈✈ th✈t ✈t ✈s th✈t th✈ng wh✈ch 
✈t ✈s ✈nd n✈ ✈th✈r th✈ng. Th✈ r✈d✈✈nc✈ ✈f wh✈ch h✈ sp✈✈ks 
✈n th✈ sch✈l✈st✈c qu✈dd✈t✈s, th✈ wh✈tn✈ss ✈f ✈ th✈ng. Th✈s 
supr✈m✈ qu✈l✈ty ✈s f✈lt by th✈ ✈rt✈st wh✈n th✈ ✈sth✈t✈c ✈m✈g✈ 
✈s f✈rst c✈nc✈✈v✈d ✈n h✈s ✈m✈g✈n✈t✈✈n. Th✈ m✈nd ✈n th✈t 
myst✈r✈✈us ✈nst✈nt Sh✈ll✈y l✈k✈n✈d b✈✈ut✈fully t✈ ✈ f✈d✈ng 
c✈✈l. Th✈ ✈nst✈nt wh✈r✈✈n th✈t supr✈m✈ qu✈l✈ty ✈f b✈✈uty, th✈ 
cl✈✈r r✈d✈✈nc✈ ✈f th✈ ✈sth✈t✈c ✈m✈g✈, ✈s ✈ppr✈h✈nd✈d 
lum✈n✈usly by th✈ m✈nd wh✈ch h✈s b✈✈n ✈rr✈st✈d by ✈ts 
wh✈l✈n✈ss ✈nd f✈sc✈n✈t✈d by ✈ts h✈rm✈ny ✈s th✈ lum✈n✈us 
s✈l✈nt st✈s✈s ✈f ✈sth✈t✈c pl✈✈sur✈, ✈ sp✈r✈tu✈l st✈t✈ v✈ry 
l✈k✈ t✈ th✈t c✈rd✈✈c c✈nd✈t✈✈n wh✈ch th✈ ✈t✈l✈✈n 



phys✈✈l✈g✈st Lu✈g✈ G✈lv✈n✈, us✈ng ✈ phr✈s✈ ✈lm✈st ✈s 
b✈✈ut✈ful ✈s Sh✈ll✈y’s, c✈ll✈d th✈ ✈nch✈ntm✈nt ✈f th✈ h✈✈rt. 

St✈ph✈n p✈us✈d ✈nd, th✈ugh h✈s c✈mp✈n✈✈n d✈d n✈t sp✈✈k, 
f✈lt th✈t h✈s w✈rds h✈d c✈ll✈d up ✈r✈und th✈m ✈ th✈ught-
✈nch✈nt✈d s✈l✈nc✈. 

—Wh✈t ✈ h✈v✈ s✈✈d, h✈ b✈g✈n ✈g✈✈n, r✈f✈rs t✈ b✈✈uty ✈n 
th✈ w✈d✈r s✈ns✈ ✈f th✈ w✈rd, ✈n th✈ s✈ns✈ wh✈ch th✈ w✈rd h✈s 
✈n th✈ l✈t✈r✈ry tr✈d✈t✈✈n. ✈n th✈ m✈rk✈tpl✈c✈ ✈t h✈s 
✈n✈th✈r s✈ns✈. Wh✈n w✈ sp✈✈k ✈f b✈✈uty ✈n th✈ s✈c✈nd s✈ns✈ 
✈f th✈ t✈rm ✈ur judg✈m✈nt ✈s ✈nflu✈nc✈d ✈n th✈ f✈rst pl✈c✈ by 
th✈ ✈rt ✈ts✈lf ✈nd by th✈ f✈rm ✈f th✈t ✈rt. Th✈ ✈m✈g✈, ✈t ✈s 
cl✈✈r, must b✈ s✈t b✈tw✈✈n th✈ m✈nd ✈r s✈ns✈s ✈f th✈ ✈rt✈st 
h✈ms✈lf ✈nd th✈ m✈nd ✈r s✈ns✈s ✈f ✈th✈rs. ✈f y✈u b✈✈r th✈s ✈n 
m✈m✈ry y✈u w✈ll s✈✈ th✈t ✈rt n✈c✈ss✈r✈ly d✈v✈d✈s ✈ts✈lf 
✈nt✈ thr✈✈ f✈rms pr✈gr✈ss✈ng fr✈m ✈n✈ t✈ th✈ n✈xt. Th✈s✈ 
f✈rms ✈r✈: th✈ lyr✈c✈l f✈rm, th✈ f✈rm wh✈r✈✈n th✈ ✈rt✈st 
pr✈s✈nts h✈s ✈m✈g✈ ✈n ✈mm✈d✈✈t✈ r✈l✈t✈✈n t✈ h✈ms✈lf; 
th✈ ✈p✈c✈l f✈rm, th✈ f✈rm wh✈r✈✈n h✈ pr✈s✈nts h✈s ✈m✈g✈ ✈n 
m✈d✈✈t✈ r✈l✈t✈✈n t✈ h✈ms✈lf ✈nd t✈ ✈th✈rs; th✈ dr✈m✈t✈c 
f✈rm, th✈ f✈rm wh✈r✈✈n h✈ pr✈s✈nts h✈s ✈m✈g✈ ✈n 
✈mm✈d✈✈t✈ r✈l✈t✈✈n t✈ ✈th✈rs. 

—Th✈t y✈u t✈ld m✈ ✈ f✈w n✈ghts ✈g✈, s✈✈d Lynch, ✈nd w✈ 
b✈g✈n th✈ f✈m✈us d✈scuss✈✈n. 

—✈ h✈v✈ ✈ b✈✈k ✈t h✈m✈, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n, ✈n wh✈ch ✈ h✈v✈ 
wr✈tt✈n d✈wn qu✈st✈✈ns wh✈ch ✈r✈ m✈r✈ ✈mus✈ng th✈n y✈urs 
w✈r✈. ✈n f✈nd✈ng th✈ ✈nsw✈rs t✈ th✈m ✈ f✈und th✈ th✈✈ry ✈f 
✈sth✈t✈c wh✈ch ✈ ✈m try✈ng t✈ ✈xpl✈✈n. H✈r✈ ✈r✈ s✈m✈ 
qu✈st✈✈ns ✈ s✈t mys✈lf: ✈s ✈ ch✈✈r f✈n✈ly m✈d✈ tr✈g✈c ✈r 
c✈m✈c? ✈s th✈ p✈rtr✈✈t ✈f M✈n✈ L✈s✈ g✈✈d ✈f ✈ d✈s✈r✈ t✈ 
s✈✈ ✈t? ✈s th✈ bust ✈f S✈r Ph✈l✈p Cr✈mpt✈n lyr✈c✈l, ✈p✈c✈l ✈r 
dr✈m✈t✈c. ✈f n✈t, why n✈t? 

—Why n✈t, ✈nd✈✈d? s✈✈d Lynch, l✈ugh✈ng. 
—✈f ✈ m✈n h✈ck✈ng ✈n fury ✈t ✈ bl✈ck ✈f w✈✈d, St✈ph✈n 

c✈nt✈nu✈d, m✈k✈ th✈r✈ ✈n ✈m✈g✈ ✈f ✈ c✈w, ✈s th✈t ✈m✈g✈ ✈ 
w✈rk ✈f ✈rt? ✈f n✈t, why n✈t? 

—Th✈t’s ✈ l✈v✈ly ✈n✈, s✈✈d Lynch, l✈ugh✈ng ✈g✈✈n. Th✈t h✈s 
th✈ tru✈ sch✈l✈st✈c st✈nk. 



—L✈ss✈ng, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n, sh✈uld n✈t h✈v✈ t✈k✈n ✈ gr✈up ✈f 
st✈tu✈s t✈ wr✈t✈ ✈f. Th✈ ✈rt, b✈✈ng ✈nf✈r✈✈r, d✈✈s n✈t 
pr✈s✈nt th✈ f✈rms ✈ sp✈k✈ ✈f d✈st✈ngu✈sh✈d cl✈✈rly ✈n✈ fr✈m 
✈n✈th✈r. ✈v✈n ✈n l✈t✈r✈tur✈, th✈ h✈gh✈st ✈nd m✈st sp✈r✈tu✈l 
✈rt, th✈ f✈rms ✈r✈ ✈ft✈n c✈nfus✈d. Th✈ lyr✈c✈l f✈rm ✈s ✈n f✈ct 
th✈ s✈mpl✈st v✈rb✈l v✈stur✈ ✈f ✈n ✈nst✈nt ✈f ✈m✈t✈✈n, ✈ 
rhythm✈c✈l cry such ✈s ✈g✈s ✈g✈ ch✈✈r✈d ✈n th✈ m✈n wh✈ pull✈d 
✈t th✈ ✈✈r ✈r dr✈gg✈d st✈n✈s up ✈ sl✈p✈. H✈ wh✈ utt✈rs ✈t ✈s 
m✈r✈ c✈nsc✈✈us ✈f th✈ ✈nst✈nt ✈f ✈m✈t✈✈n th✈n ✈f h✈ms✈lf 
✈s f✈✈l✈ng ✈m✈t✈✈n. Th✈ s✈mpl✈st ✈p✈c✈l f✈rm ✈s s✈✈n 
✈m✈rg✈ng ✈ut ✈f lyr✈c✈l l✈t✈r✈tur✈ wh✈n th✈ ✈rt✈st pr✈l✈ngs 
✈nd br✈✈ds up✈n h✈ms✈lf ✈s th✈ c✈ntr✈ ✈f ✈n ✈p✈c✈l ✈v✈nt ✈nd 
th✈s f✈rm pr✈gr✈ss✈s t✈ll th✈ c✈ntr✈ ✈f ✈m✈t✈✈n✈l gr✈v✈ty ✈s 
✈qu✈d✈st✈nt fr✈m th✈ ✈rt✈st h✈ms✈lf ✈nd fr✈m ✈th✈rs. Th✈ 
n✈rr✈t✈v✈ ✈s n✈ l✈ng✈r pur✈ly p✈rs✈n✈l. Th✈ p✈rs✈n✈l✈ty ✈f 
th✈ ✈rt✈st p✈ss✈s ✈nt✈ th✈ n✈rr✈t✈✈n ✈ts✈lf, fl✈w✈ng r✈und ✈nd 
r✈und th✈ p✈rs✈ns ✈nd th✈ ✈ct✈✈n l✈k✈ ✈ v✈t✈l s✈✈. Th✈s 
pr✈gr✈ss y✈u w✈ll s✈✈ ✈✈s✈ly ✈n th✈t ✈ld ✈ngl✈sh 
b✈ll✈d Turp✈n H✈r✈, wh✈ch b✈g✈ns ✈n th✈ f✈rst p✈rs✈n ✈nd ✈nds 
✈n th✈ th✈rd p✈rs✈n. Th✈ dr✈m✈t✈c f✈rm ✈s r✈✈ch✈d wh✈n th✈ 
v✈t✈l✈ty wh✈ch h✈s fl✈w✈d ✈nd ✈dd✈✈d r✈und ✈✈ch p✈rs✈n 
f✈lls ✈v✈ry p✈rs✈n w✈th such v✈t✈l f✈rc✈ th✈t h✈ ✈r sh✈ ✈ssum✈s 
✈ pr✈p✈r ✈nd ✈nt✈ng✈bl✈ ✈sth✈t✈c l✈f✈. Th✈ p✈rs✈n✈l✈ty ✈f 
th✈ ✈rt✈st, ✈t f✈rst ✈ cry ✈r ✈ c✈d✈nc✈ ✈r ✈ m✈✈d ✈nd th✈n ✈ 
flu✈d ✈nd l✈mb✈nt n✈rr✈t✈v✈, f✈n✈lly r✈f✈n✈s ✈ts✈lf ✈ut ✈f 
✈x✈st✈nc✈, ✈mp✈rs✈n✈l✈z✈s ✈ts✈lf, s✈ t✈ sp✈✈k. Th✈ 
✈sth✈t✈c ✈m✈g✈ ✈n th✈ dr✈m✈t✈c f✈rm ✈s l✈f✈ pur✈f✈✈d ✈n 
✈nd r✈pr✈j✈ct✈d fr✈m th✈ hum✈n ✈m✈g✈n✈t✈✈n. Th✈ myst✈ry 
✈f ✈sth✈t✈c, l✈k✈ th✈t ✈f m✈t✈r✈✈l cr✈✈t✈✈n, ✈s 
✈cc✈mpl✈sh✈d. Th✈ ✈rt✈st, l✈k✈ th✈ G✈d ✈f cr✈✈t✈✈n, 
r✈m✈✈ns w✈th✈n ✈r b✈h✈nd ✈r b✈y✈nd ✈r ✈b✈v✈ h✈s 
h✈nd✈w✈rk, ✈nv✈s✈bl✈, r✈f✈n✈d ✈ut ✈f ✈x✈st✈nc✈, 
✈nd✈ff✈r✈nt, p✈r✈ng h✈s f✈ng✈rn✈✈ls. 

—Try✈ng t✈ r✈f✈n✈ th✈m ✈ls✈ ✈ut ✈f ✈x✈st✈nc✈, s✈✈d Lynch. 
✈ f✈n✈ r✈✈n b✈g✈n t✈ f✈ll fr✈m th✈ h✈gh v✈✈l✈d sky ✈nd th✈y 

turn✈d ✈nt✈ th✈ duk✈’s l✈wn t✈ r✈✈ch th✈ n✈t✈✈n✈l l✈br✈ry 
b✈f✈r✈ th✈ sh✈w✈r c✈m✈. 



—Wh✈t d✈ y✈u m✈✈n, Lynch ✈sk✈d surl✈ly, by pr✈t✈ng ✈b✈ut 
b✈✈uty ✈nd th✈ ✈m✈g✈n✈t✈✈n ✈n th✈s m✈s✈r✈bl✈ 
G✈df✈rs✈k✈n ✈sl✈nd? N✈ w✈nd✈r th✈ ✈rt✈st r✈t✈r✈d w✈th✈n ✈r 
b✈h✈nd h✈s h✈nd✈w✈rk ✈ft✈r h✈v✈ng p✈rp✈tr✈t✈d th✈s c✈untry. 

Th✈ r✈✈n f✈ll f✈st✈r. Wh✈n th✈y p✈ss✈d thr✈ugh th✈ p✈ss✈g✈ 
b✈s✈d✈ K✈ld✈r✈ h✈us✈ th✈y f✈und m✈ny stud✈nts sh✈lt✈r✈ng 
und✈r th✈ ✈rc✈d✈ ✈f th✈ l✈br✈ry. Cr✈nly, l✈✈n✈ng ✈g✈✈nst ✈ 
p✈ll✈r, w✈s p✈ck✈ng h✈s t✈✈th w✈th ✈ sh✈rp✈n✈d m✈tch, 
l✈st✈n✈ng t✈ s✈m✈ c✈mp✈n✈✈ns. S✈m✈ g✈rls st✈✈d n✈✈r th✈ 
✈ntr✈nc✈ d✈✈r. Lynch wh✈sp✈r✈d t✈ St✈ph✈n: 

—Y✈ur b✈l✈v✈d ✈s h✈r✈. 
St✈ph✈n t✈✈k h✈s pl✈c✈ s✈l✈ntly ✈n th✈ st✈p b✈l✈w th✈ gr✈up 

✈f stud✈nts, h✈✈dl✈ss ✈f th✈ r✈✈n wh✈ch f✈ll f✈st, turn✈ng h✈s 
✈y✈s t✈w✈rds h✈r fr✈m t✈m✈ t✈ t✈m✈. Sh✈ t✈✈ st✈✈d s✈l✈ntly 
✈m✈ng h✈r c✈mp✈n✈✈ns. Sh✈ h✈s n✈ pr✈✈st t✈ fl✈rt w✈th, h✈ 
th✈ught w✈th c✈nsc✈✈us b✈tt✈rn✈ss, r✈m✈mb✈r✈ng h✈w h✈ h✈d 
s✈✈n h✈r l✈st. Lynch w✈s r✈ght. H✈s m✈nd ✈mpt✈✈d ✈f th✈✈ry ✈nd 
c✈ur✈g✈, l✈ps✈d b✈ck ✈nt✈ ✈ l✈stl✈ss p✈✈c✈. 

H✈ h✈✈rd th✈ stud✈nts t✈lk✈ng ✈m✈ng th✈ms✈lv✈s. Th✈y sp✈k✈ 
✈f tw✈ fr✈✈nds wh✈ h✈d p✈ss✈d th✈ f✈n✈l m✈d✈c✈l 
✈x✈m✈n✈t✈✈n, ✈f th✈ ch✈nc✈s ✈f g✈tt✈ng pl✈c✈s ✈n ✈c✈✈n 
l✈n✈rs, ✈f p✈✈r ✈nd r✈ch pr✈ct✈c✈s. 

—Th✈t’s ✈ll ✈ bubbl✈. ✈n ✈r✈sh c✈untry pr✈ct✈c✈ ✈s b✈tt✈r. 
—Hyn✈s w✈s tw✈ y✈✈rs ✈n L✈v✈rp✈✈l ✈nd h✈ s✈ys th✈ s✈m✈. 

✈ fr✈ghtful h✈l✈ h✈ s✈✈d ✈t w✈s. N✈th✈ng but m✈dw✈f✈ry c✈s✈s. 
—D✈ y✈u m✈✈n t✈ s✈y ✈t ✈s b✈tt✈r t✈ h✈v✈ ✈ j✈b h✈r✈ ✈n 

th✈ c✈untry th✈n ✈n ✈ r✈ch c✈ty l✈k✈ th✈t? ✈ kn✈w ✈ f✈ll✈w... 
—Hyn✈s h✈s n✈ br✈✈ns. H✈ g✈t thr✈ugh by st✈w✈ng, pur✈ 

st✈w✈ng. 
—D✈n’t m✈nd h✈m. Th✈r✈’s pl✈nty ✈f m✈n✈y t✈ b✈ m✈d✈ ✈n ✈ 

b✈g c✈mm✈rc✈✈l c✈ty. 
—D✈p✈nds ✈n th✈ pr✈ct✈c✈. 
—✈g✈ cr✈d✈ ut v✈t✈ p✈up✈rum ✈st s✈mpl✈c✈t✈r ✈tr✈x, 

s✈mpl✈c✈t✈r s✈ngu✈n✈r✈us ✈tr✈x, ✈n L✈v✈rp✈✈l✈✈. 



Th✈✈r v✈✈c✈s r✈✈ch✈d h✈s ✈✈rs ✈s ✈f fr✈m ✈ d✈st✈nc✈ ✈n 
✈nt✈rrupt✈d puls✈t✈✈n. Sh✈ w✈s pr✈p✈r✈ng t✈ g✈ ✈w✈y w✈th 
h✈r c✈mp✈n✈✈ns. 

Th✈ qu✈ck l✈ght sh✈w✈r h✈d dr✈wn ✈ff, t✈rry✈ng ✈n clust✈rs ✈f 
d✈✈m✈nds ✈m✈ng th✈ shrubs ✈f th✈ qu✈dr✈ngl✈ wh✈r✈ ✈n 
✈xh✈l✈t✈✈n w✈s br✈✈th✈d f✈rth by th✈ bl✈ck✈n✈d ✈✈rth. Th✈✈r 
tr✈m b✈✈ts pr✈ttl✈d ✈s th✈y st✈✈d ✈n th✈ st✈ps ✈f th✈ 
c✈l✈nn✈d✈, t✈lk✈ng qu✈✈tly ✈nd g✈✈ly, gl✈nc✈ng ✈t th✈ cl✈uds, 
h✈ld✈ng th✈✈r umbr✈ll✈s ✈t cunn✈ng ✈ngl✈s ✈g✈✈nst th✈ f✈w l✈st 
r✈✈ndr✈ps, cl✈s✈ng th✈m ✈g✈✈n, h✈ld✈ng th✈✈r sk✈rts d✈mur✈ly. 
✈nd ✈f h✈ h✈d judg✈d h✈r h✈rshly? ✈f h✈r l✈f✈ w✈r✈ ✈ s✈mpl✈ 

r✈s✈ry ✈f h✈urs, h✈r l✈f✈ s✈mpl✈ ✈nd str✈ng✈ ✈s ✈ b✈rd’s l✈f✈, 
g✈y ✈n th✈ m✈rn✈ng, r✈stl✈ss ✈ll d✈y, t✈r✈d ✈t sund✈wn? H✈r 
h✈✈rt s✈mpl✈ ✈nd w✈lful ✈s ✈ b✈rd’s h✈✈rt? 

 

T✈w✈rds d✈wn h✈ ✈w✈k✈. ✈ wh✈t sw✈✈t mus✈c! H✈s s✈ul w✈s 
✈ll d✈wy w✈t. ✈v✈r h✈s l✈mbs ✈n sl✈✈p p✈l✈ c✈✈l w✈v✈s ✈f 
l✈ght h✈d p✈ss✈d. H✈ l✈y st✈ll, ✈s ✈f h✈s s✈ul l✈y ✈m✈d c✈✈l 
w✈t✈rs, c✈nsc✈✈us ✈f f✈✈nt sw✈✈t mus✈c. H✈s m✈nd w✈s 
w✈k✈ng sl✈wly t✈ ✈ tr✈mul✈us m✈rn✈ng kn✈wl✈dg✈, ✈ m✈rn✈ng 
✈nsp✈r✈t✈✈n. ✈ sp✈r✈t f✈ll✈d h✈m, pur✈ ✈s th✈ pur✈st w✈t✈r, 
sw✈✈t ✈s d✈w, m✈v✈ng ✈s mus✈c. But h✈w f✈✈ntly ✈t w✈s 
✈nbr✈✈th✈d, h✈w p✈ss✈✈nl✈ssly, ✈s ✈f th✈ s✈r✈ph✈m 
th✈ms✈lv✈s w✈r✈ br✈✈th✈ng up✈n h✈m! H✈s s✈ul w✈s w✈k✈ng 
sl✈wly, f✈✈r✈ng t✈ ✈w✈k✈ wh✈lly. ✈t w✈s th✈t w✈ndl✈ss h✈ur ✈f 
d✈wn wh✈n m✈dn✈ss w✈k✈s ✈nd str✈ng✈ pl✈nts ✈p✈n t✈ th✈ l✈ght 
✈nd th✈ m✈th fl✈✈s f✈rth s✈l✈ntly. 
✈n ✈nch✈ntm✈nt ✈f th✈ h✈✈rt! Th✈ n✈ght h✈d b✈✈n ✈nch✈nt✈d. 

✈n ✈ dr✈✈m ✈r v✈s✈✈n h✈ h✈d kn✈wn th✈ ✈cst✈sy ✈f s✈r✈ph✈c 
l✈f✈. W✈s ✈t ✈n ✈nst✈nt ✈f ✈nch✈ntm✈nt ✈nly ✈r l✈ng h✈urs ✈nd 
y✈✈rs ✈nd ✈g✈s? 

Th✈ ✈nst✈nt ✈f ✈nsp✈r✈t✈✈n s✈✈m✈d n✈w t✈ b✈ r✈fl✈ct✈d 
fr✈m ✈ll s✈d✈s ✈t ✈nc✈ fr✈m ✈ mult✈tud✈ ✈f cl✈udy 
c✈rcumst✈nc✈s ✈f wh✈t h✈d h✈pp✈n✈d ✈r ✈f wh✈t m✈ght h✈v✈ 
h✈pp✈n✈d. Th✈ ✈nst✈nt fl✈sh✈d f✈rth l✈k✈ ✈ p✈✈nt ✈f l✈ght ✈nd 



n✈w fr✈m cl✈ud ✈n cl✈ud ✈f v✈gu✈ c✈rcumst✈nc✈ c✈nfus✈d f✈rm 
w✈s v✈✈l✈ng s✈ftly ✈ts ✈ft✈rgl✈w. ✈! ✈n th✈ v✈rg✈n w✈mb ✈f 
th✈ ✈m✈g✈n✈t✈✈n th✈ w✈rd w✈s m✈d✈ fl✈sh. G✈br✈✈l th✈ 
s✈r✈ph h✈d c✈m✈ t✈ th✈ v✈rg✈n’s ch✈mb✈r. ✈n ✈ft✈rgl✈w 
d✈✈p✈n✈d w✈th✈n h✈s sp✈r✈t, wh✈nc✈ th✈ wh✈t✈ fl✈m✈ h✈d 
p✈ss✈d, d✈✈p✈n✈ng t✈ ✈ r✈s✈ ✈nd ✈rd✈nt l✈ght. Th✈t r✈s✈ ✈nd 
✈rd✈nt l✈ght w✈s h✈r str✈ng✈ w✈lful h✈✈rt, str✈ng✈ th✈t n✈ m✈n 
h✈d kn✈wn ✈r w✈uld kn✈w, w✈lful fr✈m b✈f✈r✈ th✈ b✈g✈nn✈ng ✈f 
th✈ w✈rld; ✈nd lur✈d by th✈t ✈rd✈nt r✈s✈l✈k✈ gl✈w th✈ ch✈✈rs ✈f 
th✈ s✈r✈ph✈m w✈r✈ f✈ll✈ng fr✈m h✈✈v✈n. 

✈r✈ y✈u n✈t w✈✈ry ✈f ✈rd✈nt w✈ys, 
Lur✈ ✈f th✈ f✈ll✈n s✈r✈ph✈m? 
T✈ll n✈ m✈r✈ ✈f ✈nch✈nt✈d d✈ys. 

Th✈ v✈rs✈s p✈ss✈d fr✈m h✈s m✈nd t✈ h✈s l✈ps ✈nd, murmur✈ng 
th✈m ✈v✈r, h✈ f✈lt th✈ rhythm✈c m✈v✈m✈nt ✈f ✈ v✈ll✈n✈ll✈ p✈ss 
thr✈ugh th✈m. Th✈ r✈s✈l✈k✈ gl✈w s✈nt f✈rth ✈ts r✈ys ✈f rhym✈; 
w✈ys, d✈ys, bl✈z✈, pr✈✈s✈, r✈✈s✈. ✈ts r✈ys burn✈d up th✈ w✈rld, 
c✈nsum✈d th✈ h✈✈rts ✈f m✈n ✈nd ✈ng✈ls: th✈ r✈ys fr✈m th✈ r✈s✈ 
th✈t w✈s h✈r w✈lful h✈✈rt. 

Y✈ur ✈y✈s h✈v✈ s✈t m✈n’s h✈✈rt ✈bl✈z✈ 
✈nd y✈u h✈v✈ h✈d y✈ur w✈ll ✈f h✈m. 
✈r✈ y✈u n✈t w✈✈ry ✈f ✈rd✈nt w✈ys? 

✈nd th✈n? Th✈ rhythm d✈✈d ✈w✈y, c✈✈s✈d, b✈g✈n ✈g✈✈n t✈ 
m✈v✈ ✈nd b✈✈t. ✈nd th✈n? Sm✈k✈, ✈nc✈ns✈ ✈sc✈nd✈ng fr✈m 
th✈ ✈lt✈r ✈f th✈ w✈rld. 

✈b✈v✈ th✈ fl✈m✈ th✈ sm✈k✈ ✈f pr✈✈s✈ 
G✈✈s up fr✈m ✈c✈✈n r✈m t✈ r✈m 
T✈ll n✈ m✈r✈ ✈f ✈nch✈nt✈d d✈ys. 

Sm✈k✈ w✈nt up fr✈m th✈ wh✈l✈ ✈✈rth, fr✈m th✈ v✈p✈ury 
✈c✈✈ns, sm✈k✈ ✈f h✈r pr✈✈s✈. Th✈ ✈✈rth w✈s l✈k✈ ✈ 
sw✈ng✈ng sw✈y✈ng c✈ns✈r, ✈ b✈ll ✈f ✈nc✈ns✈, ✈n ✈ll✈ps✈✈d✈l 
b✈ll. Th✈ rhythm d✈✈d ✈ut ✈t ✈nc✈; th✈ cry ✈f h✈s h✈✈rt w✈s 
br✈k✈n. H✈s l✈ps b✈g✈n t✈ murmur th✈ f✈rst v✈rs✈s ✈v✈r ✈nd 
✈v✈r; th✈n w✈nt ✈n stumbl✈ng thr✈ugh h✈lf v✈rs✈s, st✈mm✈r✈ng 
✈nd b✈ffl✈d; th✈n st✈pp✈d. Th✈ h✈✈rt’s cry w✈s br✈k✈n. 



Th✈ v✈✈l✈d w✈ndl✈ss h✈ur h✈d p✈ss✈d ✈nd b✈h✈nd th✈ p✈n✈s 
✈f th✈ n✈k✈d w✈nd✈w th✈ m✈rn✈ng l✈ght w✈s g✈th✈r✈ng. ✈ b✈ll 
b✈✈t f✈✈ntly v✈ry f✈r ✈w✈y. ✈ b✈rd tw✈tt✈r✈d; tw✈ b✈rds, thr✈✈. 
Th✈ b✈ll ✈nd th✈ b✈rd c✈✈s✈d; ✈nd th✈ dull wh✈t✈ l✈ght spr✈✈d 
✈ts✈lf ✈✈st ✈nd w✈st, c✈v✈r✈ng th✈ w✈rld, c✈v✈r✈ng th✈ 
r✈s✈l✈ght ✈n h✈s h✈✈rt. 

F✈✈r✈ng t✈ l✈s✈ ✈ll, h✈ r✈✈s✈d h✈ms✈lf sudd✈nly ✈n h✈s 
✈lb✈w t✈ l✈✈k f✈r p✈p✈r ✈nd p✈nc✈l. Th✈r✈ w✈s n✈✈th✈r ✈n 
th✈ t✈bl✈; ✈nly th✈ s✈up pl✈t✈ h✈ h✈d ✈✈t✈n th✈ r✈c✈ fr✈m f✈r 
supp✈r ✈nd th✈ c✈ndl✈st✈ck w✈th ✈ts t✈ndr✈ls ✈f t✈ll✈w ✈nd ✈ts 
p✈p✈r s✈ck✈t, s✈ng✈d by th✈ l✈st fl✈m✈. H✈ str✈tch✈d h✈s ✈rm 
w✈✈r✈ly t✈w✈rds th✈ f✈✈t ✈f th✈ b✈d, gr✈p✈ng w✈th h✈s h✈nd 
✈n th✈ p✈ck✈ts ✈f th✈ c✈✈t th✈t hung th✈r✈. H✈s f✈ng✈rs f✈und ✈ 
p✈nc✈l ✈nd th✈n ✈ c✈g✈r✈tt✈ p✈ck✈t. H✈ l✈y b✈ck ✈nd, t✈✈r✈ng 
✈p✈n th✈ p✈ck✈t, pl✈c✈d th✈ l✈st c✈g✈r✈tt✈ ✈n th✈ w✈nd✈w 
l✈dg✈ ✈nd b✈g✈n t✈ wr✈t✈ ✈ut th✈ st✈nz✈s ✈f th✈ v✈ll✈n✈ll✈ 
✈n sm✈ll n✈✈t l✈tt✈rs ✈n th✈ r✈ugh c✈rdb✈✈rd surf✈c✈. 

H✈v✈ng wr✈tt✈n th✈m ✈ut h✈ l✈y b✈ck ✈n th✈ lumpy p✈ll✈w, 
murmur✈ng th✈m ✈g✈✈n. Th✈ lumps ✈f kn✈tt✈d fl✈ck und✈r h✈s 
h✈✈d r✈m✈nd✈d h✈m ✈f th✈ lumps ✈f kn✈tt✈d h✈rs✈h✈✈r ✈n th✈ 
s✈f✈ ✈f h✈r p✈rl✈ur ✈n wh✈ch h✈ us✈d t✈ s✈t, sm✈l✈ng ✈r 
s✈r✈✈us, ✈sk✈ng h✈ms✈lf why h✈ h✈d c✈m✈, d✈spl✈✈s✈d w✈th 
h✈r ✈nd w✈th h✈ms✈lf, c✈nf✈und✈d by th✈ pr✈nt ✈f th✈ S✈cr✈d 
H✈✈rt ✈b✈v✈ th✈ unt✈n✈nt✈d s✈d✈b✈✈rd. H✈ s✈w h✈r 
✈ppr✈✈ch h✈m ✈n ✈ lull ✈f th✈ t✈lk ✈nd b✈g h✈m t✈ s✈ng ✈n✈ ✈f 
h✈s cur✈✈us s✈ngs. Th✈n h✈ s✈w h✈ms✈lf s✈tt✈ng ✈t th✈ ✈ld 
p✈✈n✈, str✈k✈ng ch✈rds s✈ftly fr✈m ✈ts sp✈ckl✈d k✈ys ✈nd 
s✈ng✈ng, ✈m✈d th✈ t✈lk wh✈ch h✈d r✈s✈n ✈g✈✈n ✈n th✈ r✈✈m, 
t✈ h✈r wh✈ l✈✈n✈d b✈s✈d✈ th✈ m✈nt✈lp✈✈c✈ ✈ d✈✈nty s✈ng 
✈f th✈ ✈l✈z✈b✈th✈ns, ✈ s✈d ✈nd sw✈✈t l✈th t✈ d✈p✈rt, th✈ 
v✈ct✈ry ch✈nt ✈f ✈g✈nc✈urt, th✈ h✈ppy ✈✈r ✈f Gr✈✈nsl✈✈v✈s. 
Wh✈l✈ h✈ s✈ng ✈nd sh✈ l✈st✈n✈d, ✈r f✈✈gn✈d t✈ l✈st✈n, h✈s 
h✈✈rt w✈s ✈t r✈st but wh✈n th✈ qu✈✈nt ✈ld s✈ngs h✈d ✈nd✈d ✈nd 
h✈ h✈✈rd ✈g✈✈n th✈ v✈✈c✈s ✈n th✈ r✈✈m h✈ r✈m✈mb✈r✈d 
h✈s ✈wn s✈rc✈sm: th✈ h✈us✈ wh✈r✈ y✈ung m✈n ✈r✈ c✈ll✈d by 
th✈✈r chr✈st✈✈n n✈m✈s ✈ l✈ttl✈ t✈✈ s✈✈n. 
✈t c✈rt✈✈n ✈nst✈nts h✈r ✈y✈s s✈✈m✈d ✈b✈ut t✈ trust h✈m but 

h✈ h✈d w✈✈t✈d ✈n v✈✈n. Sh✈ p✈ss✈d n✈w d✈nc✈ng l✈ghtly 



✈cr✈ss h✈s m✈m✈ry ✈s sh✈ h✈d b✈✈n th✈t n✈ght ✈t th✈ c✈rn✈v✈l 
b✈ll, h✈r wh✈t✈ dr✈ss ✈ l✈ttl✈ l✈ft✈d, ✈ wh✈t✈ spr✈y n✈dd✈ng ✈n 
h✈r h✈✈r. Sh✈ d✈nc✈d l✈ghtly ✈n th✈ r✈und. Sh✈ w✈s d✈nc✈ng 
t✈w✈rds h✈m ✈nd, ✈s sh✈ c✈m✈, h✈r ✈y✈s w✈r✈ ✈ l✈ttl✈ 
✈v✈rt✈d ✈nd ✈ f✈✈nt gl✈w w✈s ✈n h✈r ch✈✈k. ✈t th✈ p✈us✈ ✈n 
th✈ ch✈✈n ✈f h✈nds h✈r h✈nd h✈d l✈✈n ✈n h✈s ✈n ✈nst✈nt, ✈ s✈ft 
m✈rch✈nd✈s✈. 

—Y✈u ✈r✈ ✈ gr✈✈t str✈ng✈r n✈w. 
—Y✈s. ✈ w✈s b✈rn t✈ b✈ ✈ m✈nk. 
—✈ ✈m ✈fr✈✈d y✈u ✈r✈ ✈ h✈r✈t✈c. 
—✈r✈ y✈u much ✈fr✈✈d? 
F✈r ✈nsw✈r sh✈ h✈d d✈nc✈d ✈w✈y fr✈m h✈m ✈l✈ng th✈ ch✈✈n 

✈f h✈nds, d✈nc✈ng l✈ghtly ✈nd d✈scr✈✈tly, g✈v✈ng h✈rs✈lf t✈ 
n✈n✈. Th✈ wh✈t✈ spr✈y n✈dd✈d t✈ h✈r d✈nc✈ng ✈nd wh✈n sh✈ 
w✈s ✈n sh✈d✈w th✈ gl✈w w✈s d✈✈p✈r ✈n h✈r ch✈✈k. 
✈ m✈nk! H✈s ✈wn ✈m✈g✈ st✈rt✈d f✈rth ✈ pr✈f✈n✈r ✈f th✈ 

cl✈✈st✈r, ✈ h✈r✈t✈c Fr✈nc✈sc✈n, w✈ll✈ng ✈nd w✈ll✈ng n✈t t✈ 
s✈rv✈, sp✈nn✈ng l✈k✈ Gh✈r✈rd✈n✈ d✈ B✈rg✈ S✈n D✈nn✈n✈, ✈ 
l✈th✈ w✈b ✈f s✈ph✈stry ✈nd wh✈sp✈r✈ng ✈n h✈r ✈✈r. 

N✈, ✈t w✈s n✈t h✈s ✈m✈g✈. ✈t w✈s l✈k✈ th✈ ✈m✈g✈ ✈f th✈ 
y✈ung pr✈✈st ✈n wh✈s✈ c✈mp✈ny h✈ h✈d s✈✈n h✈r l✈st, l✈✈k✈ng 
✈t h✈m ✈ut ✈f d✈v✈’s ✈y✈s, t✈y✈ng w✈th th✈ p✈g✈s ✈f h✈r ✈r✈sh 
phr✈s✈b✈✈k. 

—Y✈s, y✈s, th✈ l✈d✈✈s ✈r✈ c✈m✈ng r✈und t✈ us. ✈ c✈n s✈✈ ✈t 
✈v✈ry d✈y. Th✈ l✈d✈✈s ✈r✈ w✈th us. Th✈ b✈st h✈lp✈rs th✈ 
l✈ngu✈g✈ h✈s. 

—✈nd th✈ church, F✈th✈r M✈r✈n? 
—Th✈ church t✈✈. C✈m✈ng r✈und t✈✈. Th✈ w✈rk ✈s g✈✈ng 

✈h✈✈d th✈r✈ t✈✈. D✈n’t fr✈t ✈b✈ut th✈ church. 
B✈h! h✈ h✈d d✈n✈ w✈ll t✈ l✈✈v✈ th✈ r✈✈m ✈n d✈sd✈✈n. H✈ 

h✈d d✈n✈ w✈ll n✈t t✈ s✈lut✈ h✈r ✈n th✈ st✈ps ✈f th✈ l✈br✈ry. H✈ 
h✈d d✈n✈ w✈ll t✈ l✈✈v✈ h✈r t✈ fl✈rt w✈th h✈r pr✈✈st, t✈ t✈y 
w✈th ✈ church wh✈ch w✈s th✈ scull✈ry-m✈✈d ✈f chr✈st✈nd✈m. 

Rud✈ brut✈l ✈ng✈r r✈ut✈d th✈ l✈st l✈ng✈r✈ng ✈nst✈nt ✈f 
✈cst✈sy fr✈m h✈s s✈ul. ✈t br✈k✈ up v✈✈l✈ntly h✈r f✈✈r ✈m✈g✈ 
✈nd flung th✈ fr✈gm✈nts ✈n ✈ll s✈d✈s. ✈n ✈ll s✈d✈s d✈st✈rt✈d 



r✈fl✈ct✈✈ns ✈f h✈r ✈m✈g✈ st✈rt✈d fr✈m h✈s m✈m✈ry: th✈ 
fl✈w✈r g✈rl ✈n th✈ r✈gg✈d dr✈ss w✈th d✈mp c✈✈rs✈ h✈✈r ✈nd ✈ 
h✈yd✈n’s f✈c✈ wh✈ h✈d c✈ll✈d h✈rs✈lf h✈s ✈wn g✈rl ✈nd b✈gg✈d 
h✈s h✈nds✈l, th✈ k✈tch✈n-g✈rl ✈n th✈ n✈xt h✈us✈ wh✈ s✈ng ✈v✈r 
th✈ cl✈tt✈r ✈f h✈r pl✈t✈s, w✈th th✈ dr✈wl ✈f ✈ c✈untry s✈ng✈r, th✈ 
f✈rst b✈rs ✈f By K✈ll✈rn✈y’s L✈k✈s ✈nd F✈lls, ✈ g✈rl wh✈ h✈d 
l✈ugh✈d g✈✈ly t✈ s✈✈ h✈m stumbl✈ wh✈n th✈ ✈r✈n gr✈t✈ng ✈n 
th✈ f✈✈tp✈th n✈✈r C✈rk H✈ll h✈d c✈ught th✈ br✈k✈n s✈l✈ ✈f h✈s 
sh✈✈, ✈ g✈rl h✈ h✈d gl✈nc✈d ✈t, ✈ttr✈ct✈d by h✈r sm✈ll r✈p✈ 
m✈uth, ✈s sh✈ p✈ss✈d ✈ut ✈f J✈c✈b’s b✈scu✈t f✈ct✈ry, wh✈ h✈d 
cr✈✈d t✈ h✈m ✈v✈r h✈r sh✈uld✈r: 

—D✈ y✈u l✈k✈ wh✈t y✈u s✈✈n ✈f m✈, str✈✈ght h✈✈r ✈nd curly 
✈y✈br✈ws? 
✈nd y✈t h✈ f✈lt th✈t, h✈w✈v✈r h✈ m✈ght r✈v✈l✈ ✈nd m✈ck h✈r 

✈m✈g✈, h✈s ✈ng✈r w✈s ✈ls✈ ✈ f✈rm ✈f h✈m✈g✈. H✈ h✈d l✈ft 
th✈ cl✈ssr✈✈m ✈n d✈sd✈✈n th✈t w✈s n✈t wh✈lly s✈nc✈r✈, 
f✈✈l✈ng th✈t p✈rh✈ps th✈ s✈cr✈t ✈f h✈r r✈c✈ l✈y b✈h✈nd th✈s✈ 
d✈rk ✈y✈s up✈n wh✈ch h✈r l✈ng l✈sh✈s flung ✈ qu✈ck sh✈d✈w. H✈ 
h✈d t✈ld h✈ms✈lf b✈tt✈rly ✈s h✈ w✈lk✈d thr✈ugh th✈ str✈✈ts th✈t 
sh✈ w✈s ✈ f✈gur✈ ✈f th✈ w✈m✈nh✈✈d ✈f h✈r c✈untry, ✈ b✈tl✈k✈ 
s✈ul w✈k✈ng t✈ th✈ c✈nsc✈✈usn✈ss ✈f ✈ts✈lf ✈n d✈rkn✈ss ✈nd 
s✈cr✈cy ✈nd l✈n✈l✈n✈ss, t✈rry✈ng ✈wh✈l✈, l✈v✈l✈ss ✈nd 
s✈nl✈ss, w✈th h✈r m✈ld l✈v✈r ✈nd l✈✈v✈ng h✈m t✈ wh✈sp✈r ✈f 
✈nn✈c✈nt tr✈nsgr✈ss✈✈ns ✈n th✈ l✈tt✈c✈d ✈✈r ✈f ✈ pr✈✈st. H✈s 
✈ng✈r ✈g✈✈nst h✈r f✈und v✈nt ✈n c✈✈rs✈ r✈✈l✈ng ✈t h✈r 
p✈r✈m✈ur, wh✈s✈ n✈m✈ ✈nd v✈✈c✈ ✈nd f✈✈tur✈s ✈ff✈nd✈d 
h✈s b✈ffl✈d pr✈d✈: ✈ pr✈✈st✈d p✈✈s✈nt, w✈th ✈ br✈th✈r ✈ 
p✈l✈c✈m✈n ✈n Dubl✈n ✈nd ✈ br✈th✈r ✈ p✈tb✈y ✈n M✈ycull✈n. 
T✈ h✈m sh✈ w✈uld unv✈✈l h✈r s✈ul’s shy n✈k✈dn✈ss, t✈ ✈n✈ wh✈ 
w✈s but sch✈✈l✈d ✈n th✈ d✈sch✈rg✈ng ✈f ✈ f✈rm✈l r✈t✈ r✈th✈r 
th✈n t✈ h✈m, ✈ pr✈✈st ✈f th✈ ✈t✈rn✈l ✈m✈g✈n✈t✈✈n, 
tr✈nsmut✈ng th✈ d✈✈ly br✈✈d ✈f ✈xp✈r✈✈nc✈ ✈nt✈ th✈ 
r✈d✈✈nt b✈dy ✈f ✈v✈rl✈v✈ng l✈f✈. 

Th✈ r✈d✈✈nt ✈m✈g✈ ✈f th✈ ✈uch✈r✈st un✈t✈d ✈g✈✈n ✈n ✈n 
✈nst✈nt h✈s b✈tt✈r ✈nd d✈sp✈✈r✈ng th✈ughts, th✈✈r cr✈✈s 
✈r✈s✈ng unbr✈k✈n ✈n ✈ hymn ✈f th✈nksg✈v✈ng. 

✈ur br✈k✈n cr✈✈s ✈nd m✈urnful l✈ys 
R✈s✈ ✈n ✈n✈ ✈uch✈r✈st✈c hymn 



✈r✈ y✈u n✈t w✈✈ry ✈f ✈rd✈nt w✈ys? 
 
Wh✈l✈ s✈cr✈f✈c✈ng h✈nds upr✈✈s✈ 
Th✈ ch✈l✈c✈ fl✈w✈ng t✈ th✈ br✈m 
T✈ll n✈ m✈r✈ ✈f ✈nch✈nt✈d d✈ys. 

H✈ sp✈k✈ th✈ v✈rs✈s ✈l✈ud fr✈m th✈ f✈rst l✈n✈s t✈ll th✈ mus✈c 
✈nd rhythm suffus✈d h✈s m✈nd, turn✈ng ✈t t✈ qu✈✈t ✈ndulg✈nc✈; 
th✈n c✈p✈✈d th✈m p✈✈nfully t✈ f✈✈l th✈m th✈ b✈tt✈r by s✈✈✈ng 
th✈m; th✈n l✈y b✈ck ✈n h✈s b✈lst✈r. 

Th✈ full m✈rn✈ng l✈ght h✈d c✈m✈. N✈ s✈und w✈s t✈ b✈ h✈✈rd; 
but h✈ kn✈w th✈t ✈ll ✈r✈und h✈m l✈f✈ w✈s ✈b✈ut t✈ ✈w✈k✈n ✈n 
c✈mm✈n n✈✈s✈s, h✈✈rs✈ v✈✈c✈s, sl✈✈py pr✈y✈rs. Shr✈nk✈ng 
fr✈m th✈t l✈f✈ h✈ turn✈d t✈w✈rds th✈ w✈ll, m✈k✈ng ✈ c✈wl ✈f th✈ 
bl✈nk✈t ✈nd st✈r✈ng ✈t th✈ gr✈✈t ✈v✈rbl✈wn sc✈rl✈t fl✈w✈rs ✈f 
th✈ t✈tt✈r✈d w✈llp✈p✈r. H✈ tr✈✈d t✈ w✈rm h✈s p✈r✈sh✈ng j✈y 
✈n th✈✈r sc✈rl✈t gl✈w, ✈m✈g✈n✈ng ✈ r✈s✈w✈y fr✈m wh✈r✈ h✈ 
l✈y upw✈rds t✈ h✈✈v✈n ✈ll str✈wn w✈th sc✈rl✈t fl✈w✈rs. W✈✈ry! 
W✈✈ry! H✈ t✈✈ w✈s w✈✈ry ✈f ✈rd✈nt w✈ys. 
✈ gr✈du✈l w✈rmth, ✈ l✈ngu✈r✈us w✈✈r✈n✈ss p✈ss✈d ✈v✈r h✈m 

d✈sc✈nd✈ng ✈l✈ng h✈s sp✈n✈ fr✈m h✈s cl✈s✈ly c✈wl✈d h✈✈d. 
H✈ f✈lt ✈t d✈sc✈nd ✈nd, s✈✈✈ng h✈ms✈lf ✈s h✈ l✈y, sm✈l✈d. 
S✈✈n h✈ w✈uld sl✈✈p. 

H✈ h✈d wr✈tt✈n v✈rs✈s f✈r h✈r ✈g✈✈n ✈ft✈r t✈n y✈✈rs. T✈n 
y✈✈rs b✈f✈r✈ sh✈ h✈d w✈rn h✈r sh✈wl c✈wlw✈s✈ ✈b✈ut h✈r 
h✈✈d, s✈nd✈ng spr✈ys ✈f h✈r w✈rm br✈✈th ✈nt✈ th✈ n✈ght ✈✈r, 
t✈pp✈ng h✈r f✈✈t up✈n th✈ gl✈ssy r✈✈d. ✈t w✈s th✈ l✈st tr✈m; th✈ 
l✈nk br✈wn h✈rs✈s kn✈w ✈t ✈nd sh✈✈k th✈✈r b✈lls t✈ th✈ cl✈✈r 
n✈ght ✈n ✈dm✈n✈t✈✈n. Th✈ c✈nduct✈r t✈lk✈d w✈th th✈ dr✈v✈r, 
b✈th n✈dd✈ng ✈ft✈n ✈n th✈ gr✈✈n l✈ght ✈f th✈ l✈mp. Th✈y st✈✈d 
✈n th✈ st✈ps ✈f th✈ tr✈m, h✈ ✈n th✈ upp✈r, sh✈ ✈n th✈ l✈w✈r. Sh✈ 
c✈m✈ up t✈ h✈s st✈p m✈ny t✈m✈s b✈tw✈✈n th✈✈r phr✈s✈s ✈nd 
w✈nt d✈wn ✈g✈✈n ✈nd ✈nc✈ ✈r tw✈c✈ r✈m✈✈n✈d b✈s✈d✈ h✈m 
f✈rg✈tt✈ng t✈ g✈ d✈wn ✈nd th✈n w✈nt d✈wn. L✈t b✈! L✈t b✈! 

T✈n y✈✈rs fr✈m th✈t w✈sd✈m ✈f ch✈ldr✈n t✈ h✈s f✈lly. ✈f h✈ 
s✈nt h✈r th✈ v✈rs✈s? Th✈y w✈uld b✈ r✈✈d ✈ut ✈t br✈✈kf✈st ✈m✈d 
th✈ t✈pp✈ng ✈f ✈ggsh✈lls. F✈lly ✈nd✈✈d! H✈r br✈th✈rs w✈uld 
l✈ugh ✈nd try t✈ wr✈st th✈ p✈g✈ fr✈m ✈✈ch ✈th✈r w✈th th✈✈r 
str✈ng h✈rd f✈ng✈rs. Th✈ su✈v✈ pr✈✈st, h✈r uncl✈, s✈✈t✈d ✈n h✈s 



✈rmch✈✈r, w✈uld h✈ld th✈ p✈g✈ ✈t ✈rm’s l✈ngth, r✈✈d ✈t sm✈l✈ng 
✈nd ✈ppr✈v✈ ✈f th✈ l✈t✈r✈ry f✈rm. 

N✈, n✈; th✈t w✈s f✈lly. ✈v✈n ✈f h✈ s✈nt h✈r th✈ v✈rs✈s sh✈ 
w✈uld n✈t sh✈w th✈m t✈ ✈th✈rs. N✈, n✈; sh✈ c✈uld n✈t. 

H✈ b✈g✈n t✈ f✈✈l th✈t h✈ h✈d wr✈ng✈d h✈r. ✈ s✈ns✈ ✈f h✈r 
✈nn✈c✈nc✈ m✈v✈d h✈m ✈lm✈st t✈ p✈ty h✈r, ✈n ✈nn✈c✈nc✈ h✈ 
h✈d n✈v✈r und✈rst✈✈d t✈ll h✈ h✈d c✈m✈ t✈ th✈ kn✈wl✈dg✈ ✈f 
✈t thr✈ugh s✈n, ✈n ✈nn✈c✈nc✈ wh✈ch sh✈ t✈✈ h✈d n✈t 
und✈rst✈✈d wh✈l✈ sh✈ w✈s ✈nn✈c✈nt ✈r b✈f✈r✈ th✈ str✈ng✈ 
hum✈l✈✈t✈✈n ✈f h✈r n✈tur✈ h✈d f✈rst c✈m✈ up✈n h✈r. Th✈n f✈rst 
h✈r s✈ul h✈d b✈gun t✈ l✈v✈ ✈s h✈s s✈ul h✈d wh✈n h✈ h✈d f✈rst 
s✈nn✈d, ✈nd ✈ t✈nd✈r c✈mp✈ss✈✈n f✈ll✈d h✈s h✈✈rt ✈s h✈ 
r✈m✈mb✈r✈d h✈r fr✈✈l p✈ll✈r ✈nd h✈r ✈y✈s, humbl✈d ✈nd 
s✈dd✈n✈d by th✈ d✈rk sh✈m✈ ✈f w✈m✈nh✈✈d. 

Wh✈l✈ h✈s s✈ul h✈d p✈ss✈d fr✈m ✈cst✈sy t✈ l✈ngu✈r wh✈r✈ 
h✈d sh✈ b✈✈n? M✈ght ✈t b✈, ✈n th✈ myst✈r✈✈us w✈ys ✈f 
sp✈r✈tu✈l l✈f✈, th✈t h✈r s✈ul ✈t th✈s✈ s✈m✈ m✈m✈nts h✈d b✈✈n 
c✈nsc✈✈us ✈f h✈s h✈m✈g✈? ✈t m✈ght b✈. 
✈ gl✈w ✈f d✈s✈r✈ k✈ndl✈d ✈g✈✈n h✈s s✈ul ✈nd f✈r✈d ✈nd 

fulf✈ll✈d ✈ll h✈s b✈dy. C✈nsc✈✈us ✈f h✈s d✈s✈r✈ sh✈ w✈s 
w✈k✈ng fr✈m ✈d✈r✈us sl✈✈p, th✈ t✈mptr✈ss ✈f h✈s v✈ll✈n✈ll✈. 
H✈r ✈y✈s, d✈rk ✈nd w✈th ✈ l✈✈k ✈f l✈ngu✈r, w✈r✈ ✈p✈n✈ng t✈ 
h✈s ✈y✈s. H✈r n✈k✈dn✈ss y✈✈ld✈d t✈ h✈m, r✈d✈✈nt, w✈rm, 
✈d✈r✈us ✈nd l✈v✈sh-l✈mb✈d, ✈nf✈ld✈d h✈m l✈k✈ ✈ sh✈n✈ng 
cl✈ud, ✈nf✈ld✈d h✈m l✈k✈ w✈t✈r w✈th ✈ l✈qu✈d l✈f✈; ✈nd l✈k✈ 
✈ cl✈ud ✈f v✈p✈ur ✈r l✈k✈ w✈t✈rs c✈rcumflu✈nt ✈n sp✈c✈ th✈ 
l✈qu✈d l✈tt✈rs ✈f sp✈✈ch, symb✈ls ✈f th✈ ✈l✈m✈nt ✈f myst✈ry, 
fl✈w✈d f✈rth ✈v✈r h✈s br✈✈n. 

✈r✈ y✈u n✈t w✈✈ry ✈f ✈rd✈nt w✈ys, 
Lur✈ ✈f th✈ f✈ll✈n s✈r✈ph✈m? 
T✈ll n✈ m✈r✈ ✈f ✈nch✈nt✈d d✈ys. 
 
Y✈ur ✈y✈s h✈v✈ s✈t m✈n’s h✈✈rt ✈bl✈z✈ 
✈nd y✈u h✈v✈ h✈d y✈ur w✈ll ✈f h✈m. 
✈r✈ y✈u n✈t w✈✈ry ✈f ✈rd✈nt w✈ys? 
 
✈b✈v✈ th✈ fl✈m✈ th✈ sm✈k✈ ✈f pr✈✈s✈ 
G✈✈s up fr✈m ✈c✈✈n r✈m t✈ r✈m. 
T✈ll n✈ m✈r✈ ✈f ✈nch✈nt✈d d✈ys. 
 



✈ur br✈k✈n cr✈✈s ✈nd m✈urnful l✈ys 
R✈s✈ ✈n ✈n✈ ✈uch✈r✈st✈c hymn. 
✈r✈ y✈u n✈t w✈✈ry ✈f ✈rd✈nt w✈ys? 
 
Wh✈l✈ s✈cr✈f✈c✈ng h✈nds upr✈✈s✈ 
Th✈ ch✈l✈c✈ fl✈w✈ng t✈ th✈ br✈m. 
T✈ll n✈ m✈r✈ ✈f ✈nch✈nt✈d d✈ys. 
 
✈nd st✈ll y✈u h✈ld ✈ur l✈ng✈ng g✈z✈ 
W✈th l✈ngu✈r✈us l✈✈k ✈nd l✈v✈sh l✈mb! 
✈r✈ y✈u n✈t w✈✈ry ✈f ✈rd✈nt w✈ys? 
T✈ll n✈ m✈r✈ ✈f ✈nch✈nt✈d d✈ys. 

 

Wh✈t b✈rds w✈r✈ th✈y? H✈ st✈✈d ✈n th✈ st✈ps ✈f th✈ l✈br✈ry t✈ 
l✈✈k ✈t th✈m, l✈✈n✈ng w✈✈r✈ly ✈n h✈s ✈shpl✈nt. Th✈y fl✈w 
r✈und ✈nd r✈und th✈ jutt✈ng sh✈uld✈r ✈f ✈ h✈us✈ ✈n M✈l✈sw✈rth 
Str✈✈t. Th✈ ✈✈r ✈f th✈ l✈t✈ M✈rch ✈v✈n✈ng m✈d✈ cl✈✈r th✈✈r 
fl✈ght, th✈✈r d✈rk d✈rt✈ng qu✈v✈r✈ng b✈d✈✈s fly✈ng cl✈✈rly 
✈g✈✈nst th✈ sky ✈s ✈g✈✈nst ✈ l✈mp-hung cl✈th ✈f sm✈ky t✈nu✈us 
blu✈. 

H✈ w✈tch✈d th✈✈r fl✈ght; b✈rd ✈ft✈r b✈rd: ✈ d✈rk fl✈sh, ✈ 
sw✈rv✈, ✈ flutt✈r ✈f w✈ngs. H✈ tr✈✈d t✈ c✈unt th✈m b✈f✈r✈ ✈ll 
th✈✈r d✈rt✈ng qu✈v✈r✈ng b✈d✈✈s p✈ss✈d: s✈x, t✈n, ✈l✈v✈n: 
✈nd w✈nd✈r✈d w✈r✈ th✈y ✈dd ✈r ✈v✈n ✈n numb✈r. Tw✈lv✈, 
th✈rt✈✈n: f✈r tw✈ c✈m✈ wh✈✈l✈ng d✈wn fr✈m th✈ upp✈r sky. Th✈y 
w✈r✈ fly✈ng h✈gh ✈nd l✈w but ✈v✈r r✈und ✈nd r✈und ✈n str✈✈ght 
✈nd curv✈ng l✈n✈s ✈nd ✈v✈r fly✈ng fr✈m l✈ft t✈ r✈ght, c✈rcl✈ng 
✈b✈ut ✈ t✈mpl✈ ✈f ✈✈r. 

H✈ l✈st✈n✈d t✈ th✈ cr✈✈s: l✈k✈ th✈ squ✈✈k ✈f m✈c✈ b✈h✈nd 
th✈ w✈✈nsc✈t: ✈ shr✈ll tw✈f✈ld n✈t✈. But th✈ n✈t✈s w✈r✈ l✈ng 
✈nd shr✈ll ✈nd wh✈rr✈ng, unl✈k✈ th✈ cry ✈f v✈rm✈n, f✈ll✈ng ✈ 
th✈rd ✈r ✈ f✈urth ✈nd tr✈ll✈d ✈s th✈ fly✈ng b✈✈ks cl✈v✈ th✈ ✈✈r. 
Th✈✈r cry w✈s shr✈ll ✈nd cl✈✈r ✈nd f✈n✈ ✈nd f✈ll✈ng l✈k✈ 
thr✈✈ds ✈f s✈lk✈n l✈ght unw✈und fr✈m wh✈rr✈ng sp✈✈ls. 

Th✈ ✈nhum✈n cl✈m✈ur s✈✈th✈d h✈s ✈✈rs ✈n wh✈ch h✈s 
m✈th✈r’s s✈bs ✈nd r✈pr✈✈ch✈s murmur✈d ✈ns✈st✈ntly ✈nd th✈ 
d✈rk fr✈✈l qu✈v✈r✈ng b✈d✈✈s wh✈✈l✈ng ✈nd flutt✈r✈ng ✈nd 



sw✈rv✈ng r✈und ✈n ✈✈ry t✈mpl✈ ✈f th✈ t✈nu✈us sky s✈✈th✈d h✈s 
✈y✈s wh✈ch st✈ll s✈w th✈ ✈m✈g✈ ✈f h✈s m✈th✈r’s f✈c✈. 

Why w✈s h✈ g✈z✈ng upw✈rds fr✈m th✈ st✈ps ✈f th✈ p✈rch, 
h✈✈r✈ng th✈✈r shr✈ll tw✈f✈ld cry, w✈tch✈ng th✈✈r fl✈ght? F✈r ✈n 
✈ugury ✈f g✈✈d ✈r ✈v✈l? ✈ phr✈s✈ ✈f C✈rn✈l✈us ✈gr✈pp✈ fl✈w 
thr✈ugh h✈s m✈nd ✈nd th✈n th✈r✈ fl✈w h✈th✈r ✈nd th✈th✈r 
sh✈p✈l✈ss th✈ughts fr✈m Sw✈d✈nb✈rg ✈n th✈ c✈rr✈sp✈nd✈nc✈ ✈f 
b✈rds t✈ th✈ngs ✈f th✈ ✈nt✈ll✈ct ✈nd ✈f h✈w th✈ cr✈✈tur✈s ✈f th✈ 
✈✈r h✈v✈ th✈✈r kn✈wl✈dg✈ ✈nd kn✈w th✈✈r t✈m✈s ✈nd 
s✈✈s✈ns b✈c✈us✈ th✈y, unl✈k✈ m✈n, ✈r✈ ✈n th✈ ✈rd✈r ✈f th✈✈r 
l✈f✈ ✈nd h✈v✈ n✈t p✈rv✈rt✈d th✈t ✈rd✈r by r✈✈s✈n. 
✈nd f✈r ✈g✈s m✈n h✈d g✈z✈d upw✈rd ✈s h✈ w✈s g✈z✈ng ✈t 

b✈rds ✈n fl✈ght. Th✈ c✈l✈nn✈d✈ ✈b✈v✈ h✈m m✈d✈ h✈m th✈nk 
v✈gu✈ly ✈f ✈n ✈nc✈✈nt t✈mpl✈ ✈nd th✈ ✈shpl✈nt ✈n wh✈ch h✈ 
l✈✈n✈d w✈✈r✈ly ✈f th✈ curv✈d st✈ck ✈f ✈n ✈ugur. ✈ s✈ns✈ ✈f 
f✈✈r ✈f th✈ unkn✈wn m✈v✈d ✈n th✈ h✈✈rt ✈f h✈s w✈✈r✈n✈ss, ✈ 
f✈✈r ✈f symb✈ls ✈nd p✈rt✈nts, ✈f th✈ h✈wkl✈k✈ m✈n wh✈s✈ 
n✈m✈ h✈ b✈r✈ s✈✈r✈ng ✈ut ✈f h✈s c✈pt✈v✈ty ✈n ✈s✈✈r-
w✈v✈n w✈ngs, ✈f Th✈th, th✈ g✈d ✈f wr✈t✈rs, wr✈t✈ng w✈th ✈ 
r✈✈d up✈n ✈ t✈bl✈t ✈nd b✈✈r✈ng ✈n h✈s n✈rr✈w ✈b✈s h✈✈d th✈ 
cusp✈d m✈✈n. 

H✈ sm✈l✈d ✈s h✈ th✈ught ✈f th✈ g✈d’s ✈m✈g✈ f✈r ✈t m✈d✈ 
h✈m th✈nk ✈f ✈ b✈ttl✈-n✈s✈d judg✈ ✈n ✈ w✈g, putt✈ng c✈mm✈s 
✈nt✈ ✈ d✈cum✈nt wh✈ch h✈ h✈ld ✈t ✈rm’s l✈ngth, ✈nd h✈ kn✈w 
th✈t h✈ w✈uld n✈t h✈v✈ r✈m✈mb✈r✈d th✈ g✈d’s n✈m✈ but th✈t ✈t 
w✈s l✈k✈ ✈n ✈r✈sh ✈✈th. ✈t w✈s f✈lly. But w✈s ✈t f✈r th✈s f✈lly 
th✈t h✈ w✈s ✈b✈ut t✈ l✈✈v✈ f✈r ✈v✈r th✈ h✈us✈ ✈f pr✈y✈r ✈nd 
prud✈nc✈ ✈nt✈ wh✈ch h✈ h✈d b✈✈n b✈rn ✈nd th✈ ✈rd✈r ✈f l✈f✈ 
✈ut ✈f wh✈ch h✈ h✈d c✈m✈? 

Th✈y c✈m✈ b✈ck w✈th shr✈ll cr✈✈s ✈v✈r th✈ jutt✈ng sh✈uld✈r ✈f 
th✈ h✈us✈, fly✈ng d✈rkly ✈g✈✈nst th✈ f✈d✈ng ✈✈r. Wh✈t b✈rds 
w✈r✈ th✈y? H✈ th✈ught th✈t th✈y must b✈ sw✈ll✈ws wh✈ h✈d c✈m✈ 
b✈ck fr✈m th✈ s✈uth. Th✈n h✈ w✈s t✈ g✈ ✈w✈y f✈r th✈y w✈r✈ 
b✈rds ✈v✈r g✈✈ng ✈nd c✈m✈ng, bu✈ld✈ng ✈v✈r ✈n unl✈st✈ng 
h✈m✈ und✈r th✈ ✈✈v✈s ✈f m✈n’s h✈us✈s ✈nd ✈v✈r l✈✈v✈ng th✈ 
h✈m✈s th✈y h✈d bu✈lt t✈ w✈nd✈r. 

B✈nd d✈wn y✈ur f✈c✈s, ✈✈n✈ ✈nd ✈l✈✈l. 
✈ g✈z✈ up✈n th✈m ✈s th✈ sw✈ll✈w g✈z✈s 



Up✈n th✈ n✈st und✈r th✈ ✈✈v✈ b✈f✈r✈ 
H✈ w✈nd✈r th✈ l✈ud w✈t✈rs. 

✈ s✈ft l✈qu✈d j✈y l✈k✈ th✈ n✈✈s✈ ✈f m✈ny w✈t✈rs fl✈w✈d 
✈v✈r h✈s m✈m✈ry ✈nd h✈ f✈lt ✈n h✈s h✈✈rt th✈ s✈ft p✈✈c✈ ✈f 
s✈l✈nt sp✈c✈s ✈f f✈d✈ng t✈nu✈us sky ✈b✈v✈ th✈ w✈t✈rs, ✈f 
✈c✈✈n✈c s✈l✈nc✈, ✈f sw✈ll✈ws fly✈ng thr✈ugh th✈ s✈✈dusk ✈v✈r 
th✈ fl✈w✈ng w✈t✈rs. 
✈ s✈ft l✈qu✈d j✈y fl✈w✈d thr✈ugh th✈ w✈rds wh✈r✈ th✈ s✈ft l✈ng 

v✈w✈ls hurtl✈d n✈✈s✈l✈ssly ✈nd f✈ll ✈w✈y, l✈pp✈ng ✈nd fl✈w✈ng 
b✈ck ✈nd ✈v✈r sh✈k✈ng th✈ wh✈t✈ b✈lls ✈f th✈✈r w✈v✈s ✈n mut✈ 
ch✈m✈ ✈nd mut✈ p✈✈l, ✈nd s✈ft l✈w sw✈✈n✈ng cry; ✈nd h✈ f✈lt 
th✈t th✈ ✈ugury h✈ h✈d s✈ught ✈n th✈ wh✈✈l✈ng d✈rt✈ng b✈rds ✈nd 
✈n th✈ p✈l✈ sp✈c✈ ✈f sky ✈b✈v✈ h✈m h✈d c✈m✈ f✈rth fr✈m h✈s 
h✈✈rt l✈k✈ ✈ b✈rd fr✈m ✈ turr✈t, qu✈✈tly ✈nd sw✈ftly. 

Symb✈l ✈f d✈p✈rtur✈ ✈r ✈f l✈n✈l✈n✈ss? Th✈ v✈rs✈s cr✈✈n✈d 
✈n th✈ ✈✈r ✈f h✈s m✈m✈ry c✈mp✈s✈d sl✈wly b✈f✈r✈ h✈s 
r✈m✈mb✈r✈ng ✈y✈s th✈ sc✈n✈ ✈f th✈ h✈ll ✈n th✈ n✈ght ✈f th✈ 
✈p✈n✈ng ✈f th✈ n✈t✈✈n✈l th✈✈tr✈. H✈ w✈s ✈l✈n✈ ✈t th✈ 
s✈d✈ ✈f th✈ b✈lc✈ny, l✈✈k✈ng ✈ut ✈f j✈d✈d ✈y✈s ✈t th✈ cultur✈ 
✈f Dubl✈n ✈n th✈ st✈lls ✈nd ✈t th✈ t✈wdry sc✈n✈cl✈ths ✈nd hum✈n 
d✈lls fr✈m✈d by th✈ g✈r✈sh l✈mps ✈f th✈ st✈g✈. ✈ burly 
p✈l✈c✈m✈n sw✈✈t✈d b✈h✈nd h✈m ✈nd s✈✈m✈d ✈t ✈v✈ry 
m✈m✈nt ✈b✈ut t✈ ✈ct. Th✈ c✈tc✈lls ✈nd h✈ss✈s ✈nd m✈ck✈ng 
cr✈✈s r✈n ✈n rud✈ gusts r✈und th✈ h✈ll fr✈m h✈s sc✈tt✈r✈d f✈ll✈w 
stud✈nts. 

—✈ l✈b✈l ✈n ✈r✈l✈nd! 
—M✈d✈ ✈n G✈rm✈ny. 
—Bl✈sph✈my! 
—W✈ n✈v✈r s✈ld ✈ur f✈✈th! 
—N✈ ✈r✈sh w✈m✈n ✈v✈r d✈d ✈t! 
—W✈ w✈nt n✈ ✈m✈t✈ur ✈th✈✈sts. 
—W✈ w✈nt n✈ budd✈ng buddh✈sts. 
✈ sudd✈n sw✈ft h✈ss f✈ll fr✈m th✈ w✈nd✈ws ✈b✈v✈ h✈m ✈nd h✈ 

kn✈w th✈t th✈ ✈l✈ctr✈c l✈mps h✈d b✈✈n sw✈tch✈d ✈n ✈n th✈ 
r✈✈d✈r’s r✈✈m. H✈ turn✈d ✈nt✈ th✈ p✈ll✈r✈d h✈ll, n✈w c✈lmly 
l✈t, w✈nt up th✈ st✈✈rc✈s✈ ✈nd p✈ss✈d ✈n thr✈ugh th✈ cl✈ck✈ng 
turnst✈l✈. 



Cr✈nly w✈s s✈tt✈ng ✈v✈r n✈✈r th✈ d✈ct✈✈n✈r✈✈s. ✈ th✈ck 
b✈✈k, ✈p✈n✈d ✈t th✈ fr✈nt✈sp✈✈c✈, l✈y b✈f✈r✈ h✈m ✈n th✈ 
w✈✈d✈n r✈st. H✈ l✈✈n✈d b✈ck ✈n h✈s ch✈✈r, ✈ncl✈n✈ng h✈s 
✈✈r l✈k✈ th✈t ✈f ✈ c✈nf✈ss✈r t✈ th✈ f✈c✈ ✈f th✈ m✈d✈c✈l 
stud✈nt wh✈ w✈s r✈✈d✈ng t✈ h✈m ✈ pr✈bl✈m fr✈m th✈ ch✈ss p✈g✈ 
✈f ✈ j✈urn✈l. St✈ph✈n s✈t d✈wn ✈t h✈s r✈ght ✈nd th✈ pr✈✈st ✈t 
th✈ ✈th✈r s✈d✈ ✈f th✈ t✈bl✈ cl✈s✈d h✈s c✈py ✈f Th✈ 
T✈bl✈t w✈th ✈n ✈ngry sn✈p ✈nd st✈✈d up. 

Cr✈nly g✈z✈d ✈ft✈r h✈m bl✈ndly ✈nd v✈gu✈ly. Th✈ m✈d✈c✈l 
stud✈nt w✈nt ✈n ✈n ✈ s✈ft✈r v✈✈c✈: 

—P✈wn t✈ k✈ng’s f✈urth. 
—W✈ h✈d b✈tt✈r g✈, D✈x✈n, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n ✈n w✈rn✈ng. H✈ 

h✈s g✈n✈ t✈ c✈mpl✈✈n. 
D✈x✈n f✈ld✈d th✈ j✈urn✈l ✈nd r✈s✈ w✈th d✈gn✈ty, s✈y✈ng: 
—✈ur m✈n r✈t✈r✈d ✈n g✈✈d ✈rd✈r. 
—W✈th guns ✈nd c✈ttl✈, ✈dd✈d St✈ph✈n, p✈✈nt✈ng t✈ th✈ 

t✈tl✈p✈g✈ ✈f Cr✈nly’s b✈✈k ✈n wh✈ch w✈s pr✈nt✈d D✈s✈✈s✈s 
✈f th✈ ✈x. 
✈s th✈y p✈ss✈d thr✈ugh ✈ l✈n✈ ✈f th✈ t✈bl✈s St✈ph✈n s✈✈d: 
—Cr✈nly, ✈ w✈nt t✈ sp✈✈k t✈ y✈u. 
Cr✈nly d✈d n✈t ✈nsw✈r ✈r turn. H✈ l✈✈d h✈s b✈✈k ✈n th✈ 

c✈unt✈r ✈nd p✈ss✈d ✈ut, h✈s w✈ll-sh✈d f✈✈t s✈und✈ng fl✈tly ✈n 
th✈ fl✈✈r. ✈n th✈ st✈✈rc✈s✈ h✈ p✈us✈d ✈nd g✈z✈ng ✈bs✈ntly ✈t 
D✈x✈n r✈p✈✈t✈d: 

—P✈wn t✈ k✈ng’s bl✈✈dy f✈urth. 
—Put ✈t th✈t w✈y ✈f y✈u l✈k✈, D✈x✈n s✈✈d. 
H✈ h✈d ✈ qu✈✈t t✈n✈l✈ss v✈✈c✈ ✈nd urb✈n✈ m✈nn✈rs ✈nd ✈n 

✈ f✈ng✈r ✈f h✈s plump cl✈✈n h✈nd h✈ d✈spl✈y✈d ✈t m✈m✈nts ✈ 
s✈gn✈t r✈ng. 
✈s th✈y cr✈ss✈d th✈ h✈ll ✈ m✈n ✈f dw✈rf✈sh st✈tur✈ c✈m✈ 

t✈w✈rds th✈m. Und✈r th✈ d✈m✈ ✈f h✈s t✈ny h✈t h✈s unsh✈v✈n 
f✈c✈ b✈g✈n t✈ sm✈l✈ w✈th pl✈✈sur✈ ✈nd h✈ w✈s h✈✈rd t✈ 
murmur. Th✈ ✈y✈s w✈r✈ m✈l✈nch✈ly ✈s th✈s✈ ✈f ✈ m✈nk✈y. 

—G✈✈d ✈v✈n✈ng, g✈ntl✈m✈n, s✈✈d th✈ stubbl✈-gr✈wn 
m✈nk✈y✈sh f✈c✈. 



—W✈rm w✈✈th✈r f✈r M✈rch, s✈✈d Cr✈nly. Th✈y h✈v✈ th✈ 
w✈nd✈ws ✈p✈n upst✈✈rs. 

D✈x✈n sm✈l✈d ✈nd turn✈d h✈s r✈ng. Th✈ bl✈ck✈sh, m✈nk✈y-
puck✈r✈d f✈c✈ purs✈d ✈ts hum✈n m✈uth w✈th g✈ntl✈ pl✈✈sur✈ ✈nd 
✈ts v✈✈c✈ purr✈d: 

—D✈l✈ghtful w✈✈th✈r f✈r M✈rch. S✈mply d✈l✈ghtful. 
—Th✈r✈ ✈r✈ tw✈ n✈c✈ y✈ung l✈d✈✈s upst✈✈rs, c✈pt✈✈n, 

t✈r✈d ✈f w✈✈t✈ng, D✈x✈n s✈✈d. 
Cr✈nly sm✈l✈d ✈nd s✈✈d k✈ndly: 
—Th✈ c✈pt✈✈n h✈s ✈nly ✈n✈ l✈v✈: s✈r W✈lt✈r Sc✈tt. ✈sn’t th✈t 

s✈, c✈pt✈✈n? 
—Wh✈t ✈r✈ y✈u r✈✈d✈ng n✈w, c✈pt✈✈n? D✈x✈n ✈sk✈d. Th✈ 

Br✈d✈ ✈f L✈mm✈rm✈✈r? 
—✈ l✈v✈ ✈ld Sc✈tt, th✈ fl✈x✈bl✈ l✈ps s✈✈d, ✈ th✈nk h✈ wr✈t✈s 

s✈m✈th✈ng l✈v✈ly. Th✈r✈ ✈s n✈ wr✈t✈r c✈n t✈uch s✈r W✈lt✈r 
Sc✈tt. 

H✈ m✈v✈d ✈ th✈n shrunk✈n br✈wn h✈nd g✈ntly ✈n th✈ ✈✈r ✈n 
t✈m✈ t✈ h✈s pr✈✈s✈ ✈nd h✈s th✈n qu✈ck ✈y✈l✈ds b✈✈t ✈ft✈n 
✈v✈r h✈s s✈d ✈y✈s. 

S✈dd✈r t✈ St✈ph✈n’s ✈✈r w✈s h✈s sp✈✈ch: ✈ g✈nt✈✈l ✈cc✈nt, 
l✈w ✈nd m✈✈st, m✈rr✈d by ✈rr✈rs, ✈nd, l✈st✈n✈ng t✈ ✈t, h✈ 
w✈nd✈r✈d w✈s th✈ st✈ry tru✈ ✈nd w✈s th✈ th✈n bl✈✈d th✈t fl✈w✈d 
✈n h✈s shrunk✈n fr✈m✈ n✈bl✈ ✈nd c✈m✈ ✈f ✈n ✈nc✈stu✈us l✈v✈? 

Th✈ p✈rk tr✈✈s w✈r✈ h✈✈vy w✈th r✈✈n; ✈nd r✈✈n f✈ll st✈ll ✈nd 
✈v✈r ✈n th✈ l✈k✈, ly✈ng gr✈y l✈k✈ ✈ sh✈✈ld. ✈ g✈m✈ ✈f sw✈ns 
fl✈w th✈r✈ ✈nd th✈ w✈t✈r ✈nd th✈ sh✈r✈ b✈n✈✈th w✈r✈ f✈ul✈d 
w✈th th✈✈r gr✈✈nwh✈t✈ sl✈m✈. Th✈y ✈mbr✈c✈d s✈ftly, 
✈mp✈ll✈d by th✈ gr✈y r✈✈ny l✈ght, th✈ w✈t s✈l✈nt tr✈✈s, th✈ 
sh✈✈ldl✈k✈ w✈tn✈ss✈ng l✈k✈, th✈ sw✈ns. Th✈y ✈mbr✈c✈d 
w✈th✈ut j✈y ✈r p✈ss✈✈n, h✈s ✈rm ✈b✈ut h✈s s✈st✈r’s n✈ck. ✈ 
gr✈y w✈✈ll✈n cl✈✈k w✈s wr✈pp✈d ✈thw✈rt h✈r fr✈m h✈r sh✈uld✈r 
t✈ h✈r w✈✈st ✈nd h✈r f✈✈r h✈✈d w✈s b✈nt ✈n w✈ll✈ng sh✈m✈. 
H✈ h✈d l✈✈s✈ r✈dbr✈wn h✈✈r ✈nd t✈nd✈r sh✈p✈ly str✈ng 
fr✈ckl✈d h✈nds. F✈c✈? Th✈r✈ w✈s n✈ f✈c✈ s✈✈n. Th✈ br✈th✈r’s 
f✈c✈ w✈s b✈nt up✈n h✈r f✈✈r r✈✈n-fr✈gr✈nt h✈✈r. Th✈ h✈nd 
fr✈ckl✈d ✈nd str✈ng ✈nd sh✈p✈ly ✈nd c✈r✈ss✈ng w✈s D✈v✈n’s 
h✈nd. 



H✈ fr✈wn✈d ✈ngr✈ly up✈n h✈s th✈ught ✈nd ✈n th✈ shr✈v✈ll✈d 
m✈nn✈k✈n wh✈ h✈d c✈ll✈d ✈t f✈rth. H✈s f✈th✈r’s g✈b✈s ✈t th✈ 
B✈ntry g✈ng l✈✈p✈d ✈ut ✈f h✈s m✈m✈ry. H✈ h✈ld th✈m ✈t ✈ 
d✈st✈nc✈ ✈nd br✈✈d✈d un✈✈s✈ly ✈n h✈s ✈wn th✈ught ✈g✈✈n. 
Why w✈r✈ th✈y n✈t Cr✈nly’s h✈nds? H✈d D✈v✈n’s s✈mpl✈c✈ty ✈nd 
✈nn✈c✈nc✈ stung h✈m m✈r✈ s✈cr✈tly? 

H✈ w✈lk✈d ✈n ✈cr✈ss th✈ h✈ll w✈th D✈x✈n, l✈✈v✈ng Cr✈nly t✈ 
t✈k✈ l✈✈v✈ ✈l✈b✈r✈t✈ly ✈f th✈ dw✈rf. 

Und✈r th✈ c✈l✈nn✈d✈ T✈mpl✈ w✈s st✈nd✈ng ✈n th✈ m✈dst ✈f ✈ 
l✈ttl✈ gr✈up ✈f stud✈nts. ✈n✈ ✈f th✈m cr✈✈d: 

—D✈x✈n, c✈m✈ ✈v✈r t✈ll y✈u h✈✈r. T✈mpl✈ ✈s ✈n gr✈nd f✈rm. 
T✈mpl✈ turn✈d ✈n h✈m h✈s d✈rk g✈psy ✈y✈s. 
—Y✈u’r✈ ✈ hyp✈cr✈t✈, ✈’K✈✈ff✈, h✈ s✈✈d. ✈nd D✈x✈n ✈s ✈ 

sm✈l✈r. By h✈ll, ✈ th✈nk th✈t’s ✈ g✈✈d l✈t✈r✈ry ✈xpr✈ss✈✈n. 
H✈ l✈ugh✈d sl✈ly, l✈✈k✈ng ✈n St✈ph✈n’s f✈c✈, r✈p✈✈t✈ng: 
—By h✈ll, ✈’m d✈l✈ght✈d w✈th th✈t n✈m✈. ✈ sm✈l✈r. 
✈ st✈ut stud✈nt wh✈ st✈✈d b✈l✈w th✈m ✈n th✈ st✈ps s✈✈d: 
—C✈m✈ b✈ck t✈ th✈ m✈str✈ss, T✈mpl✈. W✈ w✈nt t✈ h✈✈r 

✈b✈ut th✈t. 
—H✈ h✈d, f✈✈th, T✈mpl✈ s✈✈d. ✈nd h✈ w✈s ✈ m✈rr✈✈d m✈n 

t✈✈. ✈nd ✈ll th✈ pr✈✈sts us✈d t✈ b✈ d✈n✈ng th✈r✈. By h✈ll, ✈ 
th✈nk th✈y ✈ll h✈d ✈ t✈uch. 

—W✈ sh✈ll c✈ll ✈t r✈d✈ng ✈ h✈ck t✈ sp✈r✈ th✈ hunt✈r, s✈✈d 
D✈x✈n. 

—T✈ll us, T✈mpl✈, ✈’K✈✈ff✈ s✈✈d, h✈w m✈ny qu✈rts ✈f p✈rt✈r 
h✈v✈ y✈u ✈n y✈u? 

—✈ll y✈ur ✈nt✈ll✈ctu✈l s✈ul ✈s ✈n th✈t phr✈s✈, ✈’K✈✈ff✈, 
s✈✈d T✈mpl✈ w✈th ✈p✈n sc✈rn. 

H✈ m✈v✈d w✈th ✈ sh✈mbl✈ng g✈✈t r✈und th✈ gr✈up ✈nd sp✈k✈ 
t✈ St✈ph✈n. 

—D✈d y✈u kn✈w th✈t th✈ F✈rst✈rs ✈r✈ th✈ k✈ngs ✈f B✈lg✈um? 
h✈ ✈sk✈d. 

Cr✈nly c✈m✈ ✈ut thr✈ugh th✈ d✈✈r ✈f th✈ ✈ntr✈nc✈ h✈ll, h✈s h✈t 
thrust b✈ck ✈n th✈ n✈p✈ ✈f h✈s n✈ck ✈nd p✈ck✈ng h✈s t✈✈th w✈th 
c✈r✈. 



—✈nd h✈r✈’s th✈ w✈s✈✈cr✈, s✈✈d T✈mpl✈. D✈ y✈u kn✈w th✈t 
✈b✈ut th✈ F✈rst✈rs? 

H✈ p✈us✈d f✈r ✈n ✈nsw✈r. Cr✈nly d✈sl✈dg✈d ✈ f✈gs✈✈d fr✈m 
h✈s t✈✈th ✈n th✈ p✈✈nt ✈f h✈s rud✈ t✈✈thp✈ck ✈nd g✈z✈d ✈t ✈t 
✈nt✈ntly. 

—Th✈ F✈rst✈r f✈m✈ly, T✈mpl✈ s✈✈d, ✈s d✈sc✈nd✈d fr✈m 
B✈ldw✈n th✈ F✈rst, k✈ng ✈f Fl✈nd✈rs. H✈ w✈s c✈ll✈d th✈ 
F✈r✈st✈r. F✈r✈st✈r ✈nd F✈rst✈r ✈r✈ th✈ s✈m✈ n✈m✈. ✈ 
d✈sc✈nd✈nt ✈f B✈ldw✈n th✈ F✈rst, c✈pt✈✈n Fr✈nc✈s F✈rst✈r, 
s✈ttl✈d ✈n ✈r✈l✈nd ✈nd m✈rr✈✈d th✈ d✈ught✈r ✈f th✈ l✈st 
ch✈✈ft✈✈n ✈f Cl✈nbr✈ss✈l. Th✈n th✈r✈ ✈r✈ th✈ Bl✈k✈ F✈rst✈rs. 
Th✈t’s ✈ d✈ff✈r✈nt br✈nch. 

—Fr✈m B✈ldh✈✈d, k✈ng ✈f Fl✈nd✈rs, Cr✈nly r✈p✈✈t✈d, 
r✈✈t✈ng ✈g✈✈n d✈l✈b✈r✈t✈ly ✈t h✈s gl✈✈m✈ng unc✈v✈r✈d 
t✈✈th. 

—Wh✈r✈ d✈d y✈u p✈ck up ✈ll th✈t h✈st✈ry? ✈’K✈✈ff✈ ✈sk✈d. 
—✈ kn✈w ✈ll th✈ h✈st✈ry ✈f y✈ur f✈m✈ly, t✈✈, T✈mpl✈ s✈✈d, 

turn✈ng t✈ St✈ph✈n. D✈ y✈u kn✈w wh✈t G✈r✈ldus C✈mbr✈ns✈s 
s✈ys ✈b✈ut y✈ur f✈m✈ly? 

—✈s h✈ d✈sc✈nd✈d fr✈m B✈ldw✈n t✈✈? ✈sk✈d ✈ t✈ll 
c✈nsumpt✈v✈ stud✈nt w✈th d✈rk ✈y✈s. 

—B✈ldh✈✈d, Cr✈nly r✈p✈✈t✈d, suck✈ng ✈t ✈ cr✈v✈c✈ ✈n h✈s 
t✈✈th. 

—P✈rn✈b✈l✈s ✈t p✈rv✈tust✈ f✈m✈l✈✈, T✈mpl✈ s✈✈d t✈ 
St✈ph✈n. 

Th✈ st✈ut stud✈nt wh✈ st✈✈d b✈l✈w th✈m ✈n th✈ st✈ps f✈rt✈d 
br✈✈fly. D✈x✈n turn✈d t✈w✈rds h✈m, s✈y✈ng ✈n ✈ s✈ft v✈✈c✈: 

—D✈d ✈n ✈ng✈l sp✈✈k? 
Cr✈nly turn✈d ✈ls✈ ✈nd s✈✈d v✈h✈m✈ntly but w✈th✈ut ✈ng✈r: 
—G✈gg✈ns, y✈u’r✈ th✈ fl✈m✈ng✈st d✈rty d✈v✈l ✈ ✈v✈r m✈t, d✈ 

y✈u kn✈w. 
—✈ h✈d ✈t ✈n my m✈nd t✈ s✈y th✈t, G✈gg✈ns ✈nsw✈r✈d f✈rmly. 

✈t d✈d n✈ ✈n✈ ✈ny h✈rm, d✈d ✈t? 
—W✈ h✈p✈, D✈x✈n s✈✈d su✈v✈ly, th✈t ✈t w✈s n✈t ✈f th✈ k✈nd 

kn✈wn t✈ sc✈✈nc✈ ✈s ✈ p✈ul✈ p✈st futurum. 



—D✈dn’t ✈ t✈ll y✈u h✈ w✈s ✈ sm✈l✈r? s✈✈d T✈mpl✈, turn✈ng 
r✈ght ✈nd l✈ft. D✈dn’t ✈ g✈v✈ h✈m th✈t n✈m✈? 

—Y✈u d✈d. W✈’r✈ n✈t d✈✈f, s✈✈d th✈ t✈ll c✈nsumpt✈v✈. 
Cr✈nly st✈ll fr✈wn✈d ✈t th✈ st✈ut stud✈nt b✈l✈w h✈m. Th✈n, w✈th 

✈ sn✈rt ✈f d✈sgust, h✈ sh✈v✈d h✈m v✈✈l✈ntly d✈wn th✈ st✈ps. 
—G✈ ✈w✈y fr✈m h✈r✈, h✈ s✈✈d rud✈ly. G✈ ✈w✈y, y✈u 

st✈nkp✈t. ✈nd y✈u ✈r✈ ✈ st✈nkp✈t. 
G✈gg✈ns sk✈pp✈d d✈wn ✈n t✈ th✈ gr✈v✈l ✈nd ✈t ✈nc✈ r✈turn✈d 

t✈ h✈s pl✈c✈ w✈th g✈✈d hum✈ur. T✈mpl✈ turn✈d b✈ck t✈ St✈ph✈n 
✈nd ✈sk✈d: 

—D✈ y✈u b✈l✈✈v✈ ✈n th✈ l✈w ✈f h✈r✈d✈ty? 
—✈r✈ y✈u drunk ✈r wh✈t ✈r✈ y✈u ✈r wh✈t ✈r✈ y✈u try✈ng t✈ 

s✈y? ✈sk✈d Cr✈nly, f✈c✈ng r✈und ✈n h✈m w✈th ✈n ✈xpr✈ss✈✈n ✈f 
w✈nd✈r. 

—Th✈ m✈st pr✈f✈und s✈nt✈nc✈ ✈v✈r wr✈tt✈n, T✈mpl✈ s✈✈d 
w✈th ✈nthus✈✈sm, ✈s th✈ s✈nt✈nc✈ ✈t th✈ ✈nd ✈f th✈ z✈✈l✈gy. 
R✈pr✈duct✈✈n ✈s th✈ b✈g✈nn✈ng ✈f d✈✈th. 

H✈ t✈uch✈d St✈ph✈n t✈m✈dly ✈t th✈ ✈lb✈w ✈nd s✈✈d ✈✈g✈rly: 
—D✈ y✈u f✈✈l h✈w pr✈f✈und th✈t ✈s b✈c✈us✈ y✈u ✈r✈ ✈ 

p✈✈t? 
Cr✈nly p✈✈nt✈d h✈s l✈ng f✈r✈f✈ng✈r. 
—L✈✈k ✈t h✈m! h✈ s✈✈d w✈th sc✈rn t✈ th✈ ✈th✈rs. L✈✈k ✈t 

✈r✈l✈nd’s h✈p✈! 
Th✈y l✈ugh✈d ✈t h✈s w✈rds ✈nd g✈stur✈. T✈mpl✈ turn✈d ✈n h✈m 

br✈v✈ly, s✈y✈ng: 
—Cr✈nly, y✈u’r✈ ✈lw✈ys sn✈✈r✈ng ✈t m✈. ✈ c✈n s✈✈ th✈t. But 

✈ ✈m ✈s g✈✈d ✈s y✈u ✈ny d✈y. D✈ y✈u kn✈w wh✈t ✈ th✈nk ✈b✈ut 
y✈u n✈w ✈s c✈mp✈r✈d w✈th mys✈lf? 

—My d✈✈r m✈n, s✈✈d Cr✈nly urb✈n✈ly, y✈u ✈r✈ ✈nc✈p✈bl✈, 
d✈ y✈u kn✈w, ✈bs✈lut✈ly ✈nc✈p✈bl✈ ✈f th✈nk✈ng. 

—But d✈ y✈u kn✈w, T✈mpl✈ w✈nt ✈n, wh✈t ✈ th✈nk ✈f y✈u ✈nd 
✈f mys✈lf c✈mp✈r✈d t✈g✈th✈r? 

—✈ut w✈th ✈t, T✈mpl✈! th✈ st✈ut stud✈nt cr✈✈d fr✈m th✈ st✈ps. 
G✈t ✈t ✈ut ✈n b✈ts! 

T✈mpl✈ turn✈d r✈ght ✈nd l✈ft, m✈k✈ng sudd✈n f✈✈bl✈ g✈stur✈s 
✈s h✈ sp✈k✈. 



—✈’m ✈ b✈ll✈cks, h✈ s✈✈d, sh✈k✈ng h✈s h✈✈d ✈n d✈sp✈✈r. ✈ 
✈m ✈nd ✈ kn✈w ✈ ✈m. ✈nd ✈ ✈dm✈t ✈t th✈t ✈ ✈m. 

D✈x✈n p✈tt✈d h✈m l✈ghtly ✈n th✈ sh✈uld✈r ✈nd s✈✈d m✈ldly: 
—✈nd ✈t d✈✈s y✈u ✈v✈ry cr✈d✈t, T✈mpl✈. 
—But h✈, T✈mpl✈ s✈✈d, p✈✈nt✈ng t✈ Cr✈nly, h✈ ✈s ✈ b✈ll✈cks, 

t✈✈, l✈k✈ m✈. ✈nly h✈ d✈✈sn’t kn✈w ✈t. ✈nd th✈t’s th✈ ✈nly 
d✈ff✈r✈nc✈ ✈ s✈✈. 
✈ burst ✈f l✈ught✈r c✈v✈r✈d h✈s w✈rds. But h✈ turn✈d ✈g✈✈n t✈ 

St✈ph✈n ✈nd s✈✈d w✈th ✈ sudd✈n ✈✈g✈rn✈ss: 
—Th✈t w✈rd ✈s ✈ m✈st ✈nt✈r✈st✈ng w✈rd. Th✈t’s th✈ ✈nly 

✈ngl✈sh du✈l numb✈r. D✈d y✈u kn✈w? 
—✈s ✈t? St✈ph✈n s✈✈d v✈gu✈ly. 
H✈ w✈s w✈tch✈ng Cr✈nly’s f✈rm-f✈✈tur✈d suff✈r✈ng f✈c✈, l✈t up 

n✈w by ✈ sm✈l✈ ✈f f✈ls✈ p✈t✈✈nc✈. Th✈ gr✈ss n✈m✈ h✈d 
p✈ss✈d ✈v✈r ✈t l✈k✈ f✈ul w✈t✈r p✈ur✈d ✈v✈r ✈n ✈ld st✈n✈ 
✈m✈g✈, p✈t✈✈nt ✈f ✈njur✈✈s; ✈nd, ✈s h✈ w✈tch✈d h✈m, h✈ s✈w 
h✈m r✈✈s✈ h✈s h✈t ✈n s✈lut✈ ✈nd unc✈v✈r th✈ bl✈ck h✈✈r th✈t 
st✈✈d st✈ffly fr✈m h✈s f✈r✈h✈✈d l✈k✈ ✈n ✈r✈n cr✈wn. 

Sh✈ p✈ss✈d ✈ut fr✈m th✈ p✈rch ✈f th✈ l✈br✈ry ✈nd b✈w✈d 
✈cr✈ss St✈ph✈n ✈n r✈ply t✈ Cr✈nly’s gr✈✈t✈ng. H✈ ✈ls✈? W✈s 
th✈r✈ n✈t ✈ sl✈ght flush ✈n Cr✈nly’s ch✈✈k? ✈r h✈d ✈t c✈m✈ f✈rth 
✈t T✈mpl✈’s w✈rds? Th✈ l✈ght h✈d w✈n✈d. H✈ c✈uld n✈t s✈✈. 

D✈d th✈t ✈xpl✈✈n h✈s fr✈✈nd’s l✈stl✈ss s✈l✈nc✈, h✈s h✈rsh 
c✈mm✈nts, th✈ sudd✈n ✈ntrus✈✈ns ✈f rud✈ sp✈✈ch w✈th wh✈ch h✈ 
h✈d sh✈tt✈r✈d s✈ ✈ft✈n St✈ph✈n’s ✈rd✈nt w✈yw✈rd 
c✈nf✈ss✈✈ns? St✈ph✈n h✈d f✈rg✈v✈n fr✈✈ly f✈r h✈ h✈d f✈und 
th✈s rud✈n✈ss ✈ls✈ ✈n h✈ms✈lf. ✈nd h✈ r✈m✈mb✈r✈d ✈n 
✈v✈n✈ng wh✈n h✈ h✈d d✈sm✈unt✈d fr✈m ✈ b✈rr✈w✈d cr✈✈k✈ng 
b✈cycl✈ t✈ pr✈y t✈ G✈d ✈n ✈ w✈✈d n✈✈r M✈l✈h✈d✈. H✈ h✈d 
l✈ft✈d up h✈s ✈rms ✈nd sp✈k✈n ✈n ✈cst✈sy t✈ th✈ s✈mbr✈ n✈v✈ 
✈f th✈ tr✈✈s, kn✈w✈ng th✈t h✈ st✈✈d ✈n h✈ly gr✈und ✈nd ✈n ✈ 
h✈ly h✈ur. ✈nd wh✈n tw✈ c✈nst✈bul✈ry m✈n h✈d c✈m✈ ✈nt✈ s✈ght 
r✈und ✈ b✈nd ✈n th✈ gl✈✈my r✈✈d h✈ h✈d br✈k✈n ✈ff h✈s pr✈y✈r 
t✈ wh✈stl✈ l✈udly ✈n ✈✈r fr✈m th✈ l✈st p✈nt✈m✈m✈. 

H✈ b✈g✈n t✈ b✈✈t th✈ fr✈y✈d ✈nd ✈f h✈s ✈shpl✈nt ✈g✈✈nst 
th✈ b✈s✈ ✈f ✈ p✈ll✈r. H✈d Cr✈nly n✈t h✈✈rd h✈m? Y✈t h✈ c✈uld 
w✈✈t. Th✈ t✈lk ✈b✈ut h✈m c✈✈s✈d f✈r ✈ m✈m✈nt ✈nd ✈ s✈ft 



h✈ss f✈ll ✈g✈✈n fr✈m ✈ w✈nd✈w ✈b✈v✈. But n✈ ✈th✈r s✈und w✈s 
✈n th✈ ✈✈r ✈nd th✈ sw✈ll✈ws wh✈s✈ fl✈ght h✈ h✈d f✈ll✈w✈d 
w✈th ✈dl✈ ✈y✈s w✈r✈ sl✈✈p✈ng. 

Sh✈ h✈d p✈ss✈d thr✈ugh th✈ dusk. ✈nd th✈r✈f✈r✈ th✈ ✈✈r w✈s 
s✈l✈nt s✈v✈ f✈r ✈n✈ s✈ft h✈ss th✈t f✈ll. ✈nd th✈r✈f✈r✈ th✈ 
t✈ngu✈s ✈b✈ut h✈m h✈d c✈✈s✈d th✈✈r b✈bbl✈. D✈rkn✈ss w✈s 
f✈ll✈ng. 

D✈rkn✈ss f✈lls fr✈m th✈ ✈✈r. 

✈ tr✈mbl✈ng j✈y, l✈mb✈nt ✈s ✈ f✈✈nt l✈ght, pl✈y✈d l✈k✈ ✈ 
f✈✈ry h✈st ✈r✈und h✈m. But why? H✈r p✈ss✈g✈ thr✈ugh th✈ 
d✈rk✈n✈ng ✈✈r ✈r th✈ v✈rs✈ w✈th ✈ts bl✈ck v✈w✈ls ✈nd ✈ts 
✈p✈n✈ng s✈und, r✈ch ✈nd lut✈l✈k✈? 

H✈ w✈lk✈d ✈w✈y sl✈wly t✈w✈rds th✈ d✈✈p✈r sh✈d✈ws ✈t th✈ 
✈nd ✈f th✈ c✈l✈nn✈d✈, b✈✈t✈ng th✈ st✈n✈ s✈ftly w✈th h✈s st✈ck 
t✈ h✈d✈ h✈s r✈v✈r✈✈ fr✈m th✈ stud✈nts wh✈m h✈ h✈d l✈ft: ✈nd 
✈ll✈w✈d h✈s m✈nd t✈ summ✈n b✈ck t✈ ✈ts✈lf th✈ ✈g✈ ✈f 
D✈wl✈nd ✈nd Byrd ✈nd N✈sh. 
✈y✈s, ✈p✈n✈ng fr✈m th✈ d✈rkn✈ss ✈f d✈s✈r✈, ✈y✈s th✈t 

d✈mm✈d th✈ br✈✈k✈ng ✈✈st. Wh✈t w✈s th✈✈r l✈ngu✈d gr✈c✈ but 
th✈ s✈ftn✈ss ✈f ch✈mb✈r✈ng? ✈nd wh✈t w✈s th✈✈r sh✈mm✈r but 
th✈ sh✈mm✈r ✈f th✈ scum th✈t m✈ntl✈d th✈ c✈ssp✈✈l ✈f th✈ c✈urt 
✈f ✈ sl✈bb✈r✈ng Stu✈rt. ✈nd h✈ t✈st✈d ✈n th✈ l✈ngu✈g✈ ✈f 
m✈m✈ry ✈mb✈r✈d w✈n✈s, dy✈ng f✈ll✈ngs ✈f sw✈✈t ✈✈rs, th✈ 
pr✈ud p✈v✈n, ✈nd s✈w w✈th th✈ ✈y✈s ✈f m✈m✈ry k✈nd 
g✈ntl✈w✈m✈n ✈n C✈v✈nt G✈rd✈n w✈✈✈ng fr✈m th✈✈r 
b✈lc✈n✈✈s w✈th suck✈ng m✈uths ✈nd th✈ p✈xf✈ul✈d w✈nch✈s ✈f 
th✈ t✈v✈rns ✈nd y✈ung w✈v✈s th✈t, g✈✈ly y✈✈ld✈ng t✈ th✈✈r 
r✈v✈sh✈rs, cl✈pp✈d ✈nd cl✈pp✈d ✈g✈✈n. 

Th✈ ✈m✈g✈s h✈ h✈d summ✈n✈d g✈v✈ h✈m n✈ pl✈✈sur✈. Th✈y 
w✈r✈ s✈cr✈t ✈nd ✈nfl✈m✈ng but h✈r ✈m✈g✈ w✈s n✈t ✈nt✈ngl✈d 
by th✈m. Th✈t w✈s n✈t th✈ w✈y t✈ th✈nk ✈f h✈r. ✈t w✈s n✈t ✈v✈n 
th✈ w✈y ✈n wh✈ch h✈ th✈ught ✈f h✈r. C✈uld h✈s m✈nd th✈n n✈t trust 
✈ts✈lf? ✈ld phr✈s✈s, sw✈✈t ✈nly w✈th ✈ d✈s✈nt✈rr✈d sw✈✈tn✈ss 
l✈k✈ th✈ f✈gs✈✈ds Cr✈nly r✈✈t✈d ✈ut ✈f h✈s gl✈✈m✈ng t✈✈th. 
✈t w✈s n✈t th✈ught n✈r v✈s✈✈n th✈ugh h✈ kn✈w v✈gu✈ly th✈t h✈r 

f✈gur✈ w✈s p✈ss✈ng h✈m✈w✈rd thr✈ugh th✈ c✈ty. V✈gu✈ly f✈rst 
✈nd th✈n m✈r✈ sh✈rply h✈ sm✈lt h✈r b✈dy. ✈ c✈nsc✈✈us unr✈st 



s✈✈th✈d ✈n h✈s bl✈✈d. Y✈s, ✈t w✈s h✈r b✈dy h✈ sm✈lt, ✈ w✈ld 
✈nd l✈ngu✈d sm✈ll, th✈ t✈p✈d l✈mbs ✈v✈r wh✈ch h✈s mus✈c h✈d 
fl✈w✈d d✈s✈r✈usly ✈nd th✈ s✈cr✈t s✈ft l✈n✈n up✈n wh✈ch h✈r 
fl✈sh d✈st✈ll✈d ✈d✈ur ✈nd ✈ d✈w. 
✈ l✈us✈ cr✈wl✈d ✈v✈r th✈ n✈p✈ ✈f h✈s n✈ck ✈nd, putt✈ng h✈s 

thumb ✈nd f✈r✈f✈ng✈r d✈ftly b✈n✈✈th h✈s l✈✈s✈ c✈ll✈r, h✈ 
c✈ught ✈t. H✈ r✈ll✈d ✈ts b✈dy, t✈nd✈r y✈t br✈ttl✈ ✈s ✈ gr✈✈n ✈f 
r✈c✈, b✈tw✈✈n thumb ✈nd f✈ng✈r f✈r ✈n ✈nst✈nt b✈f✈r✈ h✈ l✈t 
✈t f✈ll fr✈m h✈m ✈nd w✈nd✈r✈d w✈uld ✈t l✈v✈ ✈r d✈✈. Th✈r✈ 
c✈m✈ t✈ h✈s m✈nd ✈ cur✈✈us phr✈s✈ fr✈m C✈rn✈l✈us ✈ 
L✈p✈d✈ wh✈ch s✈✈d th✈t th✈ l✈c✈ b✈rn ✈f hum✈n sw✈✈t w✈r✈ 
n✈t cr✈✈t✈d by G✈d w✈th th✈ ✈th✈r ✈n✈m✈ls ✈n th✈ s✈xth d✈y. 
But th✈ t✈ckl✈ng ✈f th✈ sk✈n ✈f h✈s n✈ck m✈d✈ h✈s m✈nd r✈w ✈nd 
r✈d. Th✈ l✈f✈ ✈f h✈s b✈dy, ✈ll cl✈d, ✈ll f✈d, l✈us✈ ✈✈t✈n, m✈d✈ 
h✈m cl✈s✈ h✈s ✈y✈l✈ds ✈n ✈ sudd✈n sp✈sm ✈f d✈sp✈✈r ✈nd ✈n 
th✈ d✈rkn✈ss h✈ s✈w th✈ br✈ttl✈ br✈ght b✈d✈✈s ✈f l✈c✈ f✈ll✈ng 
fr✈m th✈ ✈✈r ✈nd turn✈ng ✈ft✈n ✈s th✈y f✈ll. Y✈s, ✈nd ✈t w✈s n✈t 
d✈rkn✈ss th✈t f✈ll fr✈m th✈ ✈✈r. ✈t w✈s br✈ghtn✈ss. 

Br✈ghtn✈ss f✈lls fr✈m th✈ ✈✈r. 

H✈ h✈d n✈t ✈v✈n r✈m✈mb✈r✈d r✈ghtly N✈sh’s l✈n✈. ✈ll th✈ 
✈m✈g✈s ✈t h✈d ✈w✈k✈n✈d w✈r✈ f✈ls✈. H✈s m✈nd br✈d 
v✈rm✈n. H✈s th✈ughts w✈r✈ l✈c✈ b✈rn ✈f th✈ sw✈✈t ✈f sl✈th. 

H✈ c✈m✈ b✈ck qu✈ckly ✈l✈ng th✈ c✈l✈nn✈d✈ t✈w✈rds th✈ 
gr✈up ✈f stud✈nts. W✈ll th✈n, l✈t h✈r g✈ ✈nd b✈ d✈mn✈d t✈ h✈r! 
Sh✈ c✈uld l✈v✈ s✈m✈ cl✈✈n ✈thl✈t✈ wh✈ w✈sh✈d h✈ms✈lf 
✈v✈ry m✈rn✈ng t✈ th✈ w✈✈st ✈nd h✈d bl✈ck h✈✈r ✈n h✈s ch✈st. 
L✈t h✈r. 

Cr✈nly h✈d t✈k✈n ✈n✈th✈r dr✈✈d f✈g fr✈m th✈ supply ✈n h✈s 
p✈ck✈t ✈nd w✈s ✈✈t✈ng ✈t sl✈wly ✈nd n✈✈s✈ly. T✈mpl✈ s✈t ✈n 
th✈ p✈d✈m✈nt ✈f ✈ p✈ll✈r, l✈✈n✈ng b✈ck, h✈s c✈p pull✈d d✈wn 
✈n h✈s sl✈✈py ✈y✈s. ✈ squ✈t y✈ung m✈n c✈m✈ ✈ut ✈f th✈ p✈rch, 
✈ l✈✈th✈r p✈rtf✈l✈✈ tuck✈d und✈r h✈s ✈rmp✈t. H✈ m✈rch✈d 
t✈w✈rds th✈ gr✈up, str✈k✈ng th✈ fl✈gs w✈th th✈ h✈✈ls ✈f h✈s 
b✈✈ts ✈nd w✈th th✈ f✈rrul✈ ✈f h✈s h✈✈vy umbr✈ll✈. Th✈n, 
r✈✈s✈ng th✈ umbr✈ll✈ ✈n s✈lut✈, h✈ s✈✈d t✈ ✈ll: 

—G✈✈d ✈v✈n✈ng, s✈rs. 



H✈ struck th✈ fl✈gs ✈g✈✈n ✈nd t✈tt✈r✈d wh✈l✈ h✈s h✈✈d 
tr✈mbl✈d w✈th ✈ sl✈ght n✈rv✈us m✈v✈m✈nt. Th✈ t✈ll 
c✈nsumpt✈v✈ stud✈nt ✈nd D✈x✈n ✈nd ✈’K✈✈ff✈ w✈r✈ sp✈✈k✈ng 
✈n ✈r✈sh ✈nd d✈d n✈t ✈nsw✈r h✈m. Th✈n, turn✈ng t✈ Cr✈nly, h✈ 
s✈✈d: 

—G✈✈d ✈v✈n✈ng, p✈rt✈cul✈rly t✈ y✈u. 
H✈ m✈v✈d th✈ umbr✈ll✈ ✈n ✈nd✈c✈t✈✈n ✈nd t✈tt✈r✈d 

✈g✈✈n. Cr✈nly, wh✈ w✈s st✈ll ch✈w✈ng th✈ f✈g, ✈nsw✈r✈d w✈th 
l✈ud m✈v✈m✈nts ✈f h✈s j✈ws. 

—G✈✈d? Y✈s. ✈t ✈s ✈ g✈✈d ✈v✈n✈ng. 
Th✈ squ✈t stud✈nt l✈✈k✈d ✈t h✈m s✈r✈✈usly ✈nd sh✈✈k h✈s 

umbr✈ll✈ g✈ntly ✈nd r✈pr✈v✈ngly. 
—✈ c✈n s✈✈, h✈ s✈✈d, th✈t y✈u ✈r✈ ✈b✈ut t✈ m✈k✈ ✈bv✈✈us 

r✈m✈rks. 
—Um, Cr✈nly ✈nsw✈r✈d, h✈ld✈ng ✈ut wh✈t r✈m✈✈n✈d ✈f th✈ 

h✈lf ch✈w✈d f✈g ✈nd j✈rk✈ng ✈t t✈w✈rds th✈ squ✈t stud✈nt’s m✈uth 
✈n s✈gn th✈t h✈ sh✈uld ✈✈t. 

Th✈ squ✈t stud✈nt d✈d n✈t ✈✈t ✈t but, ✈ndulg✈ng h✈s sp✈c✈✈l 
hum✈ur, s✈✈d gr✈v✈ly, st✈ll t✈tt✈r✈ng ✈nd pr✈dd✈ng h✈s phr✈s✈ 
w✈th h✈s umbr✈ll✈: 

—D✈ y✈u ✈nt✈nd th✈t... 
H✈ br✈k✈ ✈ff, p✈✈nt✈d bluntly t✈ th✈ munch✈d pulp ✈f th✈ f✈g, 

✈nd s✈✈d l✈udly: 
—✈ ✈llud✈ t✈ th✈t. 
—Um, Cr✈nly s✈✈d ✈s b✈f✈r✈. 
—D✈ y✈u ✈nt✈nd th✈t n✈w, th✈ squ✈t stud✈nt s✈✈d, ✈s ✈ps✈ 

f✈ct✈ ✈r, l✈t us s✈y, ✈s s✈ t✈ sp✈✈k? 
D✈x✈n turn✈d ✈s✈d✈ fr✈m h✈s gr✈up, s✈y✈ng: 
—G✈gg✈ns w✈s w✈✈t✈ng f✈r y✈u, Glynn. H✈ h✈s g✈n✈ r✈und t✈ 

th✈ ✈d✈lph✈ t✈ l✈✈k f✈r y✈u ✈nd M✈yn✈h✈n. Wh✈t h✈v✈ y✈u 
th✈r✈? h✈ ✈sk✈d, t✈pp✈ng th✈ p✈rtf✈l✈✈ und✈r Glynn’s ✈rm. 

—✈x✈m✈n✈t✈✈n p✈p✈rs, Glynn ✈nsw✈r✈d. ✈ g✈v✈ th✈m 
m✈nthly ✈x✈m✈n✈t✈✈ns t✈ s✈✈ th✈t th✈y ✈r✈ pr✈f✈t✈ng by my 
tu✈t✈✈n. 

H✈ ✈ls✈ t✈pp✈d th✈ p✈rtf✈l✈✈ ✈nd c✈ugh✈d g✈ntly ✈nd 
sm✈l✈d. 



—Tu✈t✈✈n! s✈✈d Cr✈nly rud✈ly. ✈ supp✈s✈ y✈u m✈✈n th✈ 
b✈r✈f✈✈t✈d ch✈ldr✈n th✈t ✈r✈ t✈ught by ✈ bl✈✈dy ✈p✈ l✈k✈ 
y✈u. G✈d h✈lp th✈m! 

H✈ b✈t ✈ff th✈ r✈st ✈f th✈ f✈g ✈nd flung ✈w✈y th✈ butt. 
—✈ suff✈r l✈ttl✈ ch✈ldr✈n t✈ c✈m✈ unt✈ m✈, Glynn s✈✈d 

✈m✈✈bly. 
—✈ bl✈✈dy ✈p✈, Cr✈nly r✈p✈✈t✈d w✈th ✈mph✈s✈s, ✈nd ✈ 

bl✈sph✈m✈us bl✈✈dy ✈p✈! 
T✈mpl✈ st✈✈d up ✈nd, push✈ng p✈st Cr✈nly, ✈ddr✈ss✈d Glynn: 
—Th✈t phr✈s✈ y✈u s✈✈d n✈w, h✈ s✈✈d, ✈s fr✈m th✈ n✈w 

t✈st✈m✈nt ✈b✈ut suff✈r th✈ ch✈ldr✈n t✈ c✈m✈ t✈ m✈. 
—G✈ t✈ sl✈✈p ✈g✈✈n, T✈mpl✈, s✈✈d ✈’K✈✈ff✈. 
—V✈ry w✈ll, th✈n, T✈mpl✈ c✈nt✈nu✈d, st✈ll ✈ddr✈ss✈ng Glynn, 

✈nd ✈f J✈sus suff✈r✈d th✈ ch✈ldr✈n t✈ c✈m✈ why d✈✈s th✈ church 
s✈nd th✈m ✈ll t✈ h✈ll ✈f th✈y d✈✈ unb✈pt✈s✈d? Why ✈s th✈t? 

—W✈r✈ y✈u b✈pt✈s✈d y✈urs✈lf, T✈mpl✈? th✈ c✈nsumpt✈v✈ 
stud✈nt ✈sk✈d. 

—But why ✈r✈ th✈y s✈nt t✈ h✈ll ✈f J✈sus s✈✈d th✈y w✈r✈ ✈ll t✈ 
c✈m✈? T✈mpl✈ s✈✈d, h✈s ✈y✈s s✈✈rch✈ng Glynn’s ✈y✈s. 

Glynn c✈ugh✈d ✈nd s✈✈d g✈ntly, h✈ld✈ng b✈ck w✈th d✈ff✈culty 
th✈ n✈rv✈us t✈tt✈r ✈n h✈s v✈✈c✈ ✈nd m✈v✈ng h✈s umbr✈ll✈ ✈t 
✈v✈ry w✈rd: 

—✈nd, ✈s y✈u r✈m✈rk, ✈f ✈t ✈s thus, ✈ ✈sk ✈mph✈t✈c✈lly 
wh✈nc✈ c✈m✈s th✈s thusn✈ss. 

—B✈c✈us✈ th✈ church ✈s cru✈l l✈k✈ ✈ll ✈ld s✈nn✈rs, T✈mpl✈ 
s✈✈d. 

—✈r✈ y✈u qu✈t✈ ✈rth✈d✈x ✈n th✈t p✈✈nt, T✈mpl✈? D✈x✈n 
s✈✈d su✈v✈ly. 

—S✈✈nt ✈ugust✈n✈ s✈ys th✈t ✈b✈ut unb✈pt✈s✈d ch✈ldr✈n 
g✈✈ng t✈ h✈ll, T✈mpl✈ ✈nsw✈r✈d, b✈c✈us✈ h✈ w✈s ✈ cru✈l ✈ld 
s✈nn✈r t✈✈. 

—✈ b✈w t✈ y✈u, D✈x✈n s✈✈d, but ✈ h✈d th✈ ✈mpr✈ss✈✈n th✈t 
l✈mb✈ ✈x✈st✈d f✈r such c✈s✈s. 

—D✈n’t ✈rgu✈ w✈th h✈m, D✈x✈n, Cr✈nly s✈✈d brut✈lly. D✈n’t 
t✈lk t✈ h✈m ✈r l✈✈k ✈t h✈m. L✈✈d h✈m h✈m✈ w✈th ✈ sug✈n th✈ 
w✈y y✈u’d l✈✈d ✈ bl✈✈t✈ng g✈✈t. 



—L✈mb✈! T✈mpl✈ cr✈✈d. Th✈t’s ✈ f✈n✈ ✈nv✈nt✈✈n t✈✈. 
L✈k✈ h✈ll. 

—But w✈th th✈ unpl✈✈s✈ntn✈ss l✈ft ✈ut, D✈x✈n s✈✈d. 
H✈ turn✈d sm✈l✈ng t✈ th✈ ✈th✈rs ✈nd s✈✈d: 
—✈ th✈nk ✈ ✈m v✈✈c✈ng th✈ ✈p✈n✈✈ns ✈f ✈ll pr✈s✈nt ✈n 

s✈y✈ng s✈ much. 
—Y✈u ✈r✈, Glynn s✈✈d ✈n ✈ f✈rm t✈n✈. ✈n th✈t p✈✈nt ✈r✈l✈nd 

✈s un✈t✈d. 
H✈ struck th✈ f✈rrul✈ ✈f h✈s umbr✈ll✈ ✈n th✈ st✈n✈ fl✈✈r ✈f th✈ 

c✈l✈nn✈d✈. 
—H✈ll, T✈mpl✈ s✈✈d. ✈ c✈n r✈sp✈ct th✈t ✈nv✈nt✈✈n ✈f th✈ 

gr✈y sp✈us✈ ✈f S✈t✈n. H✈ll ✈s R✈m✈n, l✈k✈ th✈ w✈lls ✈f th✈ 
R✈m✈ns, str✈ng ✈nd ugly. But wh✈t ✈s l✈mb✈? 

—Put h✈m b✈ck ✈nt✈ th✈ p✈r✈mbul✈t✈r, Cr✈nly, ✈’K✈✈ff✈ 
c✈ll✈d ✈ut. 

Cr✈nly m✈d✈ ✈ sw✈ft st✈p t✈w✈rds T✈mpl✈, h✈lt✈d, st✈mp✈ng 
h✈s f✈✈t, cry✈ng ✈s ✈f t✈ ✈ f✈wl: 

—H✈✈sh! 
T✈mpl✈ m✈v✈d ✈w✈y n✈mbly. 
—D✈ y✈u kn✈w wh✈t l✈mb✈ ✈s? h✈ cr✈✈d. D✈ y✈u kn✈w wh✈t 

w✈ c✈ll ✈ n✈t✈✈n l✈k✈ th✈t ✈n R✈sc✈mm✈n? 
—H✈✈sh! Bl✈st y✈u! Cr✈nly cr✈✈d, cl✈pp✈ng h✈s h✈nds. 
—N✈✈th✈r my ✈rs✈ n✈r my ✈lb✈w! T✈mpl✈ cr✈✈d ✈ut sc✈rnfully. 

✈nd th✈t’s wh✈t ✈ c✈ll l✈mb✈. 
—G✈v✈ us th✈t st✈ck h✈r✈, Cr✈nly s✈✈d. 
H✈ sn✈tch✈d th✈ ✈shpl✈nt r✈ughly fr✈m St✈ph✈n’s h✈nd ✈nd 

spr✈ng d✈wn th✈ st✈ps: but T✈mpl✈, h✈✈r✈ng h✈m m✈v✈ ✈n 
pursu✈t, fl✈d thr✈ugh th✈ dusk l✈k✈ ✈ w✈ld cr✈✈tur✈, n✈mbl✈ ✈nd 
fl✈✈t-f✈✈t✈d. Cr✈nly’s h✈✈vy b✈✈ts w✈r✈ h✈✈rd l✈udly 
ch✈rg✈ng ✈cr✈ss th✈ qu✈dr✈ngl✈ ✈nd th✈n r✈turn✈ng h✈✈v✈ly, 
f✈✈l✈d ✈nd spurn✈ng th✈ gr✈v✈l ✈t ✈✈ch st✈p. 

H✈s st✈p w✈s ✈ngry ✈nd w✈th ✈n ✈ngry ✈brupt g✈stur✈ h✈ thrust 
th✈ st✈ck b✈ck ✈nt✈ St✈ph✈n’s h✈nd. St✈ph✈n f✈lt th✈t h✈s ✈ng✈r 
h✈d ✈n✈th✈r c✈us✈ but, f✈✈gn✈ng p✈t✈✈nc✈, t✈uch✈d h✈s ✈rm 
sl✈ghtly ✈nd s✈✈d qu✈✈tly: 

—Cr✈nly, ✈ t✈ld y✈u ✈ w✈nt✈d t✈ sp✈✈k t✈ y✈u. C✈m✈ ✈w✈y. 



Cr✈nly l✈✈k✈d ✈t h✈m f✈r ✈ f✈w m✈m✈nts ✈nd ✈sk✈d: 
—N✈w? 
—Y✈s, n✈w, St✈ph✈n s✈✈d. W✈ c✈n’t sp✈✈k h✈r✈. C✈m✈ 

✈w✈y. 
Th✈y cr✈ss✈d th✈ qu✈dr✈ngl✈ t✈g✈th✈r w✈th✈ut sp✈✈k✈ng. 

Th✈ b✈rd c✈ll fr✈m S✈✈gfr✈✈d wh✈stl✈d s✈ftly f✈ll✈w✈d th✈m 
fr✈m th✈ st✈ps ✈f th✈ p✈rch. Cr✈nly turn✈d, ✈nd D✈x✈n, wh✈ h✈d 
wh✈stl✈d, c✈ll✈d ✈ut: 

—Wh✈r✈ ✈r✈ y✈u f✈ll✈ws ✈ff t✈? Wh✈t ✈b✈ut th✈t g✈m✈, 
Cr✈nly? 

Th✈y p✈rl✈y✈d ✈n sh✈uts ✈cr✈ss th✈ st✈ll ✈✈r ✈b✈ut ✈ g✈m✈ 
✈f b✈ll✈✈rds t✈ b✈ pl✈y✈d ✈n th✈ ✈d✈lph✈ h✈t✈l. St✈ph✈n 
w✈lk✈d ✈n ✈l✈n✈ ✈nd ✈ut ✈nt✈ th✈ qu✈✈t ✈f K✈ld✈r✈ Str✈✈t 
✈pp✈s✈t✈ M✈pl✈’s h✈t✈l h✈ st✈✈d t✈ w✈✈t, p✈t✈✈nt ✈g✈✈n. 
Th✈ n✈m✈ ✈f th✈ h✈t✈l, ✈ c✈l✈url✈ss p✈l✈sh✈d w✈✈d, ✈nd ✈ts 
c✈l✈url✈ss fr✈nt stung h✈m l✈k✈ ✈ gl✈nc✈ ✈f p✈l✈t✈ d✈sd✈✈n. 
H✈ st✈r✈d ✈ngr✈ly b✈ck ✈t th✈ s✈ftly l✈t dr✈w✈ngr✈✈m ✈f th✈ 
h✈t✈l ✈n wh✈ch h✈ ✈m✈g✈n✈d th✈ sl✈✈k l✈v✈s ✈f th✈ 
p✈tr✈c✈✈ns ✈f ✈r✈l✈nd h✈us✈d ✈n c✈lm. Th✈y th✈ught ✈f ✈rmy 
c✈mm✈ss✈✈ns ✈nd l✈nd ✈g✈nts: p✈✈s✈nts gr✈✈t✈d th✈m ✈l✈ng 
th✈ r✈✈ds ✈n th✈ c✈untry; th✈y kn✈w th✈ n✈m✈s ✈f c✈rt✈✈n 
Fr✈nch d✈sh✈s ✈nd g✈v✈ ✈rd✈rs t✈ j✈rv✈✈s ✈n h✈ghp✈tch✈d 
pr✈v✈nc✈✈l v✈✈c✈s wh✈ch p✈✈rc✈d thr✈ugh th✈✈r sk✈nt✈ght 
✈cc✈nts. 

H✈w c✈uld h✈ h✈t th✈✈r c✈nsc✈✈nc✈ ✈r h✈w c✈st h✈s sh✈d✈w 
✈v✈r th✈ ✈m✈g✈n✈t✈✈ns ✈f th✈✈r d✈ught✈rs, b✈f✈r✈ th✈✈r 
squ✈r✈s b✈g✈t up✈n th✈m, th✈t th✈y m✈ght br✈✈d ✈ r✈c✈ l✈ss 
✈gn✈bl✈ th✈n th✈✈r ✈wn? ✈nd und✈r th✈ d✈✈p✈n✈d dusk h✈ f✈lt 
th✈ th✈ughts ✈nd d✈s✈r✈s ✈f th✈ r✈c✈ t✈ wh✈ch h✈ b✈l✈ng✈d 
fl✈tt✈ng l✈k✈ b✈ts ✈cr✈ss th✈ d✈rk c✈untry l✈n✈s, und✈r tr✈✈s by 
th✈ ✈dg✈s ✈f str✈✈ms ✈nd n✈✈r th✈ p✈✈l-m✈ttl✈d b✈gs. ✈ 
w✈m✈n h✈d w✈✈t✈d ✈n th✈ d✈✈rw✈y ✈s D✈v✈n h✈d p✈ss✈d by 
✈t n✈ght ✈nd, ✈ff✈r✈ng h✈m ✈ cup ✈f m✈lk, h✈d ✈ll but w✈✈✈d 
h✈m t✈ h✈r b✈d; f✈r D✈v✈n h✈d th✈ m✈ld ✈y✈s ✈f ✈n✈ wh✈ c✈uld 
b✈ s✈cr✈t. But h✈m n✈ w✈m✈n’s ✈y✈s h✈d w✈✈✈d. 

H✈s ✈rm w✈s t✈k✈n ✈n ✈ str✈ng gr✈p ✈nd Cr✈nly’s v✈✈c✈ s✈✈d: 
—L✈t us ✈k✈ g✈. 



Th✈y w✈lk✈d s✈uthw✈rd ✈n s✈l✈nc✈. Th✈n Cr✈nly s✈✈d: 
—Th✈t bl✈th✈r✈ng ✈d✈✈t, T✈mpl✈! ✈ sw✈✈r t✈ M✈s✈s, d✈ y✈u 

kn✈w, th✈t ✈’ll b✈ th✈ d✈✈th ✈f th✈t f✈ll✈w ✈n✈ t✈m✈. 
But h✈s v✈✈c✈ w✈s n✈ l✈ng✈r ✈ngry ✈nd St✈ph✈n w✈nd✈r✈d 

w✈s h✈ th✈nk✈ng ✈f h✈r gr✈✈t✈ng t✈ h✈m und✈r th✈ p✈rch. 
Th✈y turn✈d t✈ th✈ l✈ft ✈nd w✈lk✈d ✈n ✈s b✈f✈r✈. Wh✈n th✈y 

h✈d g✈n✈ ✈n s✈ f✈r s✈m✈ t✈m✈ St✈ph✈n s✈✈d: 
—Cr✈nly, ✈ h✈d ✈n unpl✈✈s✈nt qu✈rr✈l th✈s ✈v✈n✈ng. 
—W✈th y✈ur p✈✈pl✈? Cr✈nly ✈sk✈d. 
—W✈th my m✈th✈r. 
—✈b✈ut r✈l✈g✈✈n? 
—Y✈s, St✈ph✈n ✈nsw✈r✈d. 
✈ft✈r ✈ p✈us✈ Cr✈nly ✈sk✈d: 
—Wh✈t ✈g✈ ✈s y✈ur m✈th✈r? 
—N✈t ✈ld, St✈ph✈n s✈✈d. Sh✈ w✈sh✈s m✈ t✈ m✈k✈ my ✈✈st✈r 

duty. 
—✈nd w✈ll y✈u? 
—✈ w✈ll n✈t, St✈ph✈n s✈✈d. 
—Why n✈t? Cr✈nly s✈✈d. 
—✈ w✈ll n✈t s✈rv✈, ✈nsw✈r✈d St✈ph✈n. 
—Th✈t r✈m✈rk w✈s m✈d✈ b✈f✈r✈, Cr✈nly s✈✈d c✈lmly. 
—✈t ✈s m✈d✈ b✈h✈nd n✈w, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n h✈tly. 
Cr✈nly pr✈ss✈d St✈ph✈n’s ✈rm, s✈y✈ng: 
—G✈ ✈✈sy, my d✈✈r m✈n. Y✈u’r✈ ✈n ✈xc✈t✈bl✈ bl✈✈dy m✈n, 

d✈ y✈u kn✈w. 
H✈ l✈ugh✈d n✈rv✈usly ✈s h✈ sp✈k✈ ✈nd, l✈✈k✈ng up ✈nt✈ 

St✈ph✈n’s f✈c✈ w✈th m✈v✈d ✈nd fr✈✈ndly ✈y✈s, s✈✈d: 
—D✈ y✈u kn✈w th✈t y✈u ✈r✈ ✈n ✈xc✈t✈bl✈ m✈n? 
—✈ d✈r✈s✈y ✈ ✈m, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n, l✈ugh✈ng ✈ls✈. 
Th✈✈r m✈nds, l✈t✈ly ✈str✈ng✈d, s✈✈m✈d sudd✈nly t✈ h✈v✈ 

b✈✈n dr✈wn cl✈s✈r, ✈n✈ t✈ th✈ ✈th✈r. 
—D✈ y✈u b✈l✈✈v✈ ✈n th✈ ✈uch✈r✈st? Cr✈nly ✈sk✈d. 
—✈ d✈ n✈t, St✈ph✈n s✈✈d. 
—D✈ y✈u d✈sb✈l✈✈v✈ th✈n? 



—✈ n✈✈th✈r b✈l✈✈v✈ ✈n ✈t n✈r d✈sb✈l✈✈v✈ ✈n ✈t, St✈ph✈n 
✈nsw✈r✈d. 

—M✈ny p✈rs✈ns h✈v✈ d✈ubts, ✈v✈n r✈l✈g✈✈us p✈rs✈ns, y✈t 
th✈y ✈v✈rc✈m✈ th✈m ✈r put th✈m ✈s✈d✈, Cr✈nly s✈✈d. ✈r✈ y✈ur 
d✈ubts ✈n th✈t p✈✈nt t✈✈ str✈ng? 

—✈ d✈ n✈t w✈sh t✈ ✈v✈rc✈m✈ th✈m, St✈ph✈n ✈nsw✈r✈d. 
Cr✈nly, ✈mb✈rr✈ss✈d f✈r ✈ m✈m✈nt, t✈✈k ✈n✈th✈r f✈g fr✈m 

h✈s p✈ck✈t ✈nd w✈s ✈b✈ut t✈ ✈✈t ✈t wh✈n St✈ph✈n s✈✈d: 
—D✈n’t, pl✈✈s✈. Y✈u c✈nn✈t d✈scuss th✈s qu✈st✈✈n w✈th y✈ur 

m✈uth full ✈f ch✈w✈d f✈g. 
Cr✈nly ✈x✈m✈n✈d th✈ f✈g by th✈ l✈ght ✈f ✈ l✈mp und✈r wh✈ch 

h✈ h✈lt✈d. Th✈n h✈ sm✈lt ✈t w✈th b✈th n✈str✈ls, b✈t ✈ t✈ny 
p✈✈c✈, sp✈t ✈t ✈ut ✈nd thr✈w th✈ f✈g rud✈ly ✈nt✈ th✈ gutt✈r. 
✈ddr✈ss✈ng ✈t ✈s ✈t l✈y, h✈ s✈✈d: 

—D✈p✈rt fr✈m m✈, y✈ curs✈d, ✈nt✈ ✈v✈rl✈st✈ng f✈r✈! 
T✈k✈ng St✈ph✈n’s ✈rm, h✈ w✈nt ✈n ✈g✈✈n ✈nd s✈✈d: 
—D✈ y✈u n✈t f✈✈r th✈t th✈s✈ w✈rds m✈y b✈ sp✈k✈n t✈ y✈u ✈n 

th✈ d✈y ✈f judg✈m✈nt? 
—Wh✈t ✈s ✈ff✈r✈d m✈ ✈n th✈ ✈th✈r h✈nd? St✈ph✈n ✈sk✈d. ✈n 

✈t✈rn✈ty ✈f bl✈ss ✈n th✈ c✈mp✈ny ✈f th✈ d✈✈n ✈f stud✈✈s? 
—R✈m✈mb✈r, Cr✈nly s✈✈d, th✈t h✈ w✈uld b✈ gl✈r✈f✈✈d. 
—✈y, St✈ph✈n s✈✈d s✈m✈wh✈t b✈tt✈rly, br✈ght, ✈g✈l✈, 

✈mp✈ss✈bl✈ ✈nd, ✈b✈v✈ ✈ll, subtl✈. 
—✈t ✈s ✈ cur✈✈us th✈ng, d✈ y✈u kn✈w, Cr✈nly s✈✈d 

d✈sp✈ss✈✈n✈t✈ly, h✈w y✈ur m✈nd ✈s sup✈rs✈tur✈t✈d w✈th th✈ 
r✈l✈g✈✈n ✈n wh✈ch y✈u s✈y y✈u d✈sb✈l✈✈v✈. D✈d y✈u 
b✈l✈✈v✈ ✈n ✈t wh✈n y✈u w✈r✈ ✈t sch✈✈l? ✈ b✈t y✈u d✈d. 

—✈ d✈d, St✈ph✈n ✈nsw✈r✈d. 
—✈nd w✈r✈ y✈u h✈pp✈✈r th✈n? Cr✈nly ✈sk✈d s✈ftly, h✈pp✈✈r 

th✈n y✈u ✈r✈ n✈w, f✈r ✈nst✈nc✈? 
—✈ft✈n h✈ppy, St✈ph✈n s✈✈d, ✈nd ✈ft✈n unh✈ppy. ✈ w✈s 

s✈m✈✈n✈ ✈ls✈ th✈n. 
—H✈w s✈m✈✈n✈ ✈ls✈? Wh✈t d✈ y✈u m✈✈n by th✈t st✈t✈m✈nt? 
—✈ m✈✈n, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n, th✈t ✈ w✈s n✈t mys✈lf ✈s ✈ ✈m n✈w, 

✈s ✈ h✈d t✈ b✈c✈m✈. 



—N✈t ✈s y✈u ✈r✈ n✈w, n✈t ✈s y✈u h✈d t✈ b✈c✈m✈, Cr✈nly 
r✈p✈✈t✈d. L✈t m✈ ✈sk y✈u ✈ qu✈st✈✈n. D✈ y✈u l✈v✈ y✈ur 
m✈th✈r? 

St✈ph✈n sh✈✈k h✈s h✈✈d sl✈wly. 
—✈ d✈n’t kn✈w wh✈t y✈ur w✈rds m✈✈n, h✈ s✈✈d s✈mply. 
—H✈v✈ y✈u n✈v✈r l✈v✈d ✈ny✈n✈? Cr✈nly ✈sk✈d. 
—D✈ y✈u m✈✈n w✈m✈n? 
—✈ ✈m n✈t sp✈✈k✈ng ✈f th✈t, Cr✈nly s✈✈d ✈n ✈ c✈ld✈r t✈n✈. 

✈ ✈sk y✈u ✈f y✈u ✈v✈r f✈lt l✈v✈ t✈w✈rds ✈ny✈n✈ ✈r ✈nyth✈ng? 
St✈ph✈n w✈lk✈d ✈n b✈s✈d✈ h✈s fr✈✈nd, st✈r✈ng gl✈✈m✈ly ✈t 

th✈ f✈✈tp✈th. 
—✈ tr✈✈d t✈ l✈v✈ G✈d, h✈ s✈✈d ✈t l✈ngth. ✈t s✈✈ms n✈w ✈ 

f✈✈l✈d. ✈t ✈s v✈ry d✈ff✈cult. ✈ tr✈✈d t✈ un✈t✈ my w✈ll w✈th th✈ 
w✈ll ✈f G✈d ✈nst✈nt by ✈nst✈nt. ✈n th✈t ✈ d✈d n✈t ✈lw✈ys f✈✈l. 
✈ c✈uld p✈rh✈ps d✈ th✈t st✈ll... 

Cr✈nly cut h✈m sh✈rt by ✈sk✈ng: 
—H✈s y✈ur m✈th✈r h✈d ✈ h✈ppy l✈f✈? 
—H✈w d✈ ✈ kn✈w? St✈ph✈n s✈✈d. 
—H✈w m✈ny ch✈ldr✈n h✈d sh✈? 
—N✈n✈ ✈r t✈n, St✈ph✈n ✈nsw✈r✈d. S✈m✈ d✈✈d. 
—W✈s y✈ur f✈th✈r.... Cr✈nly ✈nt✈rrupt✈d h✈ms✈lf f✈r ✈n 

✈nst✈nt, ✈nd th✈n s✈✈d: ✈ d✈n’t w✈nt t✈ pry ✈nt✈ y✈ur f✈m✈ly 
✈ff✈✈rs. But w✈s y✈ur f✈th✈r wh✈t ✈s c✈ll✈d w✈ll-t✈-d✈? ✈ 
m✈✈n, wh✈n y✈u w✈r✈ gr✈w✈ng up? 

—Y✈s, St✈ph✈n s✈✈d. 
—Wh✈t w✈s h✈? Cr✈nly ✈sk✈d ✈ft✈r ✈ p✈us✈. 
St✈ph✈n b✈g✈n t✈ ✈num✈r✈t✈ gl✈bly h✈s f✈th✈r’s ✈ttr✈but✈s. 
—✈ m✈d✈c✈l stud✈nt, ✈n ✈✈rsm✈n, ✈ t✈n✈r, ✈n ✈m✈t✈ur 

✈ct✈r, ✈ sh✈ut✈ng p✈l✈t✈c✈✈n, ✈ sm✈ll l✈ndl✈rd, ✈ sm✈ll 
✈nv✈st✈r, ✈ dr✈nk✈r, ✈ g✈✈d f✈ll✈w, ✈ st✈ryt✈ll✈r, s✈m✈b✈dy’s 
s✈cr✈t✈ry, s✈m✈th✈ng ✈n ✈ d✈st✈ll✈ry, ✈ t✈xg✈th✈r✈r, ✈ 
b✈nkrupt ✈nd ✈t pr✈s✈nt ✈ pr✈✈s✈r ✈f h✈s ✈wn p✈st. 

Cr✈nly l✈ugh✈d, t✈ght✈n✈ng h✈s gr✈p ✈n St✈ph✈n’s ✈rm, ✈nd 
s✈✈d: 

—Th✈ d✈st✈ll✈ry ✈s d✈mn g✈✈d. 



—✈s th✈r✈ ✈nyth✈ng ✈ls✈ y✈u w✈nt t✈ kn✈w? St✈ph✈n ✈sk✈d. 
—✈r✈ y✈u ✈n g✈✈d c✈rcumst✈nc✈s ✈t pr✈s✈nt? 
—D✈ ✈ l✈✈k ✈t? St✈ph✈n ✈sk✈d bluntly. 
—S✈ th✈n, Cr✈nly w✈nt ✈n mus✈ngly, y✈u w✈r✈ b✈rn ✈n th✈ l✈p 

✈f luxury. 
H✈ us✈d th✈ phr✈s✈ br✈✈dly ✈nd l✈udly ✈s h✈ ✈ft✈n us✈d 

t✈chn✈c✈l ✈xpr✈ss✈✈ns ✈s ✈f h✈ w✈sh✈d h✈s h✈✈r✈r t✈ 
und✈rst✈nd th✈t th✈y w✈r✈ us✈d by h✈m w✈th✈ut c✈nv✈ct✈✈n. 

—Y✈ur m✈th✈r must h✈v✈ g✈n✈ thr✈ugh ✈ g✈✈d d✈✈l ✈f 
suff✈r✈ng, h✈ s✈✈d th✈n. W✈uld y✈u n✈t try t✈ s✈v✈ h✈r fr✈m 
suff✈r✈ng m✈r✈ ✈v✈n ✈f... ✈r w✈uld y✈u? 

—✈f ✈ c✈uld, St✈ph✈n s✈✈d, th✈t w✈uld c✈st m✈ v✈ry l✈ttl✈. 
—Th✈n d✈ s✈, Cr✈nly s✈✈d. D✈ ✈s sh✈ w✈sh✈s y✈u t✈ d✈. Wh✈t 

✈s ✈t f✈r y✈u? Y✈u d✈sb✈l✈✈v✈ ✈n ✈t. ✈t ✈s ✈ f✈rm: n✈th✈ng 
✈ls✈. ✈nd y✈u w✈ll s✈t h✈r m✈nd ✈t r✈st. 

H✈ c✈✈s✈d ✈nd, ✈s St✈ph✈n d✈d n✈t r✈ply, r✈m✈✈n✈d s✈l✈nt. 
Th✈n, ✈s ✈f g✈v✈ng utt✈r✈nc✈ t✈ th✈ pr✈c✈ss ✈f h✈s ✈wn th✈ught, 
h✈ s✈✈d: 

—Wh✈t✈v✈r ✈ls✈ ✈s unsur✈ ✈n th✈s st✈nk✈ng dungh✈ll ✈f ✈ 
w✈rld ✈ m✈th✈r’s l✈v✈ ✈s n✈t. Y✈ur m✈th✈r br✈ngs y✈u ✈nt✈ th✈ 
w✈rld, c✈rr✈✈s y✈u f✈rst ✈n h✈r b✈dy. Wh✈t d✈ w✈ kn✈w ✈b✈ut 
wh✈t sh✈ f✈✈ls? But wh✈t✈v✈r sh✈ f✈✈ls, ✈t, ✈t l✈✈st, must b✈ 
r✈✈l. ✈t must b✈. Wh✈t ✈r✈ ✈ur ✈d✈✈s ✈r ✈mb✈t✈✈ns? Pl✈y. 
✈d✈✈s! Why, th✈t bl✈✈dy bl✈✈t✈ng g✈✈t T✈mpl✈ h✈s ✈d✈✈s. 
M✈cC✈nn h✈s ✈d✈✈s t✈✈. ✈v✈ry j✈ck✈ss g✈✈ng th✈ r✈✈ds 
th✈nks h✈ h✈s ✈d✈✈s. 

St✈ph✈n, wh✈ h✈d b✈✈n l✈st✈n✈ng t✈ th✈ unsp✈k✈n sp✈✈ch 
b✈h✈nd th✈ w✈rds, s✈✈d w✈th ✈ssum✈d c✈r✈l✈ssn✈ss: 

—P✈sc✈l, ✈f ✈ r✈m✈mb✈r r✈ghtly, w✈uld n✈t suff✈r h✈s m✈th✈r 
t✈ k✈ss h✈m ✈s h✈ f✈✈r✈d th✈ c✈nt✈ct ✈f h✈r s✈x. 

—P✈sc✈l w✈s ✈ p✈g, s✈✈d Cr✈nly. 
—✈l✈ys✈us G✈nz✈g✈, ✈ th✈nk, w✈s ✈f th✈ s✈m✈ m✈nd, 

St✈ph✈n s✈✈d. 
—✈nd h✈ w✈s ✈n✈th✈r p✈g th✈n, s✈✈d Cr✈nly. 
—Th✈ church c✈lls h✈m ✈ s✈✈nt, St✈ph✈n ✈bj✈ct✈d. 



—✈ d✈n’t c✈r✈ ✈ fl✈m✈ng d✈mn wh✈t ✈ny✈n✈ c✈lls h✈m, Cr✈nly 
s✈✈d rud✈ly ✈nd fl✈tly. ✈ c✈ll h✈m ✈ p✈g. 

St✈ph✈n, pr✈p✈r✈ng th✈ w✈rds n✈✈tly ✈n h✈s m✈nd, c✈nt✈nu✈d: 
—J✈sus, t✈✈, s✈✈ms t✈ h✈v✈ tr✈✈t✈d h✈s m✈th✈r w✈th sc✈nt 

c✈urt✈sy ✈n publ✈c but Su✈r✈z, ✈ j✈su✈t th✈✈l✈g✈✈n ✈nd 
Sp✈n✈sh g✈ntl✈m✈n, h✈s ✈p✈l✈g✈s✈d f✈r h✈m. 

—D✈d th✈ ✈d✈✈ ✈v✈r ✈ccur t✈ y✈u, Cr✈nly ✈sk✈d, th✈t J✈sus 
w✈s n✈t wh✈t h✈ pr✈t✈nd✈d t✈ b✈? 

—Th✈ f✈rst p✈rs✈n t✈ wh✈m th✈t ✈d✈✈ ✈ccurr✈d, St✈ph✈n 
✈nsw✈r✈d, w✈s J✈sus h✈ms✈lf. 

—✈ m✈✈n, Cr✈nly s✈✈d, h✈rd✈n✈ng ✈n h✈s sp✈✈ch, d✈d th✈ 
✈d✈✈ ✈v✈r ✈ccur t✈ y✈u th✈t h✈ w✈s h✈ms✈lf ✈ c✈nsc✈✈us 
hyp✈cr✈t✈, wh✈t h✈ c✈ll✈d th✈ j✈ws ✈f h✈s t✈m✈, ✈ wh✈t✈d 
s✈pulchr✈? ✈r, t✈ put ✈t m✈r✈ pl✈✈nly, th✈t h✈ w✈s ✈ bl✈ckgu✈rd? 

—Th✈t ✈d✈✈ n✈v✈r ✈ccurr✈d t✈ m✈, St✈ph✈n ✈nsw✈r✈d. But ✈ 
✈m cur✈✈us t✈ kn✈w ✈r✈ y✈u try✈ng t✈ m✈k✈ ✈ c✈nv✈rt ✈f m✈ 
✈r ✈ p✈rv✈rt ✈f y✈urs✈lf? 

H✈ turn✈d t✈w✈rds h✈s fr✈✈nd’s f✈c✈ ✈nd s✈w th✈r✈ ✈ r✈w 
sm✈l✈ wh✈ch s✈m✈ f✈rc✈ ✈f w✈ll str✈v✈ t✈ m✈k✈ f✈n✈ly 
s✈gn✈f✈c✈nt. 

Cr✈nly ✈sk✈d sudd✈nly ✈n ✈ pl✈✈n s✈ns✈bl✈ t✈n✈: 
—T✈ll m✈ th✈ truth. W✈r✈ y✈u ✈t ✈ll sh✈ck✈d by wh✈t ✈ s✈✈d? 
—S✈m✈wh✈t, St✈ph✈n s✈✈d. 
—✈nd why w✈r✈ y✈u sh✈ck✈d, Cr✈nly pr✈ss✈d ✈n ✈n th✈ s✈m✈ 

t✈n✈, ✈f y✈u f✈✈l sur✈ th✈t ✈ur r✈l✈g✈✈n ✈s f✈ls✈ ✈nd th✈t 
J✈sus w✈s n✈t th✈ s✈n ✈f G✈d? 

—✈ ✈m n✈t ✈t ✈ll sur✈ ✈f ✈t, St✈ph✈n s✈✈d. H✈ ✈s m✈r✈ l✈k✈ 
✈ s✈n ✈f G✈d th✈n ✈ s✈n ✈f M✈ry. 

—✈nd ✈s th✈t why y✈u w✈ll n✈t c✈mmun✈c✈t✈, Cr✈nly ✈sk✈d, 
b✈c✈us✈ y✈u ✈r✈ n✈t sur✈ ✈f th✈t t✈✈, b✈c✈us✈ y✈u f✈✈l th✈t 
th✈ h✈st, t✈✈, m✈y b✈ th✈ b✈dy ✈nd bl✈✈d ✈f th✈ s✈n ✈f G✈d ✈nd 
n✈t ✈ w✈f✈r ✈f br✈✈d? ✈nd b✈c✈us✈ y✈u f✈✈r th✈t ✈t m✈y b✈? 

—Y✈s, St✈ph✈n s✈✈d qu✈✈tly, ✈ f✈✈l th✈t ✈nd ✈ ✈ls✈ f✈✈r ✈t. 
—✈ s✈✈, Cr✈nly s✈✈d. 
St✈ph✈n, struck by h✈s t✈n✈ ✈f cl✈sur✈, r✈✈p✈n✈d th✈ 

d✈scuss✈✈n ✈t ✈nc✈ by s✈y✈ng: 



—✈ f✈✈r m✈ny th✈ngs: d✈gs, h✈rs✈s, f✈r✈✈rms, th✈ s✈✈, 
thund✈rst✈rms, m✈ch✈n✈ry, th✈ c✈untry r✈✈ds ✈t n✈ght. 

—But why d✈ y✈u f✈✈r ✈ b✈t ✈f br✈✈d? 
—✈ ✈m✈g✈n✈, St✈ph✈n s✈✈d, th✈t th✈r✈ ✈s ✈ m✈l✈v✈l✈nt 

r✈✈l✈ty b✈h✈nd th✈s✈ th✈ngs ✈ s✈y ✈ f✈✈r. 
—D✈ y✈u f✈✈r th✈n, Cr✈nly ✈sk✈d, th✈t th✈ G✈d ✈f th✈ R✈m✈n 

c✈th✈l✈cs w✈uld str✈k✈ y✈u d✈✈d ✈nd d✈mn y✈u ✈f y✈u m✈d✈ ✈ 
s✈cr✈l✈g✈✈us c✈mmun✈✈n? 

—Th✈ G✈d ✈f th✈ R✈m✈n c✈th✈l✈cs c✈uld d✈ th✈t n✈w, St✈ph✈n 
s✈✈d. ✈ f✈✈r m✈r✈ th✈n th✈t th✈ ch✈m✈c✈l ✈ct✈✈n wh✈ch 
w✈uld b✈ s✈t up ✈n my s✈ul by ✈ f✈ls✈ h✈m✈g✈ t✈ ✈ symb✈l 
b✈h✈nd wh✈ch ✈r✈ m✈ss✈d tw✈nty c✈ntur✈✈s ✈f ✈uth✈r✈ty ✈nd 
v✈n✈r✈t✈✈n. 

—W✈uld y✈u, Cr✈nly ✈sk✈d, ✈n ✈xtr✈m✈ d✈ng✈r, c✈mm✈t th✈t 
p✈rt✈cul✈r s✈cr✈l✈g✈? F✈r ✈nst✈nc✈, ✈f y✈u l✈v✈d ✈n th✈ 
p✈n✈l d✈ys? 

—✈ c✈nn✈t ✈nsw✈r f✈r th✈ p✈st, St✈ph✈n r✈pl✈✈d. P✈ss✈bly 
n✈t. 

—Th✈n, s✈✈d Cr✈nly, y✈u d✈ n✈t ✈nt✈nd t✈ b✈c✈m✈ ✈ 
pr✈t✈st✈nt? 

—✈ s✈✈d th✈t ✈ h✈d l✈st th✈ f✈✈th, St✈ph✈n ✈nsw✈r✈d, but n✈t 
th✈t ✈ h✈d l✈st s✈lfr✈sp✈ct. Wh✈t k✈nd ✈f l✈b✈r✈t✈✈n w✈uld th✈t 
b✈ t✈ f✈rs✈k✈ ✈n ✈bsurd✈ty wh✈ch ✈s l✈g✈c✈l ✈nd c✈h✈r✈nt 
✈nd t✈ ✈mbr✈c✈ ✈n✈ wh✈ch ✈s ✈ll✈g✈c✈l ✈nd ✈nc✈h✈r✈nt? 

Th✈y h✈d w✈lk✈d ✈n t✈w✈rds th✈ t✈wnsh✈p ✈f P✈mbr✈k✈ ✈nd 
n✈w, ✈s th✈y w✈nt ✈n sl✈wly ✈l✈ng th✈ ✈v✈nu✈s, th✈ tr✈✈s ✈nd 
th✈ sc✈tt✈r✈d l✈ghts ✈n th✈ v✈ll✈s s✈✈th✈d th✈✈r m✈nds. Th✈ 
✈✈r ✈f w✈✈lth ✈nd r✈p✈s✈ d✈ffus✈d ✈b✈ut th✈m s✈✈m✈d t✈ 
c✈mf✈rt th✈✈r n✈✈d✈n✈ss. B✈h✈nd ✈ h✈dg✈ ✈f l✈ur✈l ✈ l✈ght 
gl✈mm✈r✈d ✈n th✈ w✈nd✈w ✈f ✈ k✈tch✈n ✈nd th✈ v✈✈c✈ ✈f ✈ 
s✈rv✈nt w✈s h✈✈rd s✈ng✈ng ✈s sh✈ sh✈rp✈n✈d kn✈v✈s. Sh✈ s✈ng, 
✈n sh✈rt br✈k✈n b✈rs: 

R✈s✈✈ ✈’Gr✈dy— 
Cr✈nly st✈pp✈d t✈ l✈st✈n, s✈y✈ng: 
—Mul✈✈r c✈nt✈t. 



Th✈ s✈ft b✈✈uty ✈f th✈ L✈t✈n w✈rd t✈uch✈d w✈th ✈n 
✈nch✈nt✈ng t✈uch th✈ d✈rk ✈f th✈ ✈v✈n✈ng, w✈th ✈ t✈uch 
f✈✈nt✈r ✈nd m✈r✈ p✈rsu✈d✈ng th✈n th✈ t✈uch ✈f mus✈c ✈r ✈f ✈ 
w✈m✈n’s h✈nd. Th✈ str✈f✈ ✈f th✈✈r m✈nds w✈s qu✈ll✈d. Th✈ 
f✈gur✈ ✈f ✈ w✈m✈n ✈s sh✈ ✈pp✈✈rs ✈n th✈ l✈turgy ✈f th✈ church 
p✈ss✈d s✈l✈ntly thr✈ugh th✈ d✈rkn✈ss: ✈ wh✈t✈-r✈b✈d f✈gur✈, 
sm✈ll ✈nd sl✈nd✈r ✈s ✈ b✈y, ✈nd w✈th ✈ f✈ll✈ng g✈rdl✈. H✈r 
v✈✈c✈, fr✈✈l ✈nd h✈gh ✈s ✈ b✈y’s, w✈s h✈✈rd ✈nt✈n✈ng fr✈m ✈ 
d✈st✈nt ch✈✈r th✈ f✈rst w✈rds ✈f ✈ w✈m✈n wh✈ch p✈✈rc✈ th✈ 
gl✈✈m ✈nd cl✈m✈ur ✈f th✈ f✈rst ch✈nt✈ng ✈f th✈ p✈ss✈✈n: 

—✈t tu cum J✈su G✈l✈læ✈ ✈r✈s. 
✈nd ✈ll h✈✈rts w✈r✈ t✈uch✈d ✈nd turn✈d t✈ h✈r v✈✈c✈, 

sh✈n✈ng l✈k✈ ✈ y✈ung st✈r, sh✈n✈ng cl✈✈r✈r ✈s th✈ v✈✈c✈ 
✈nt✈n✈d th✈ pr✈p✈r✈xyt✈n ✈nd m✈r✈ f✈✈ntly ✈s th✈ c✈d✈nc✈ 
d✈✈d. 

Th✈ s✈ng✈ng c✈✈s✈d. Th✈y w✈nt ✈n t✈g✈th✈r, Cr✈nly 
r✈p✈✈t✈ng ✈n str✈ngly str✈ss✈d rhythm th✈ ✈nd ✈f th✈ r✈fr✈✈n: 

✈nd wh✈n w✈ ✈r✈ m✈rr✈✈d, 
✈, h✈w h✈ppy w✈’ll b✈ 
F✈r ✈ l✈v✈ sw✈✈t R✈s✈✈ ✈’Gr✈dy 
✈nd R✈s✈✈ ✈’Gr✈dy l✈v✈s m✈. 

—Th✈r✈’s r✈✈l p✈✈try f✈r y✈u, h✈ s✈✈d. Th✈r✈’s r✈✈l l✈v✈. 
H✈ gl✈nc✈d s✈d✈w✈ys ✈t St✈ph✈n w✈th ✈ str✈ng✈ sm✈l✈ ✈nd 

s✈✈d: 
—D✈ y✈u c✈ns✈d✈r th✈t p✈✈try? ✈r d✈ y✈u kn✈w wh✈t th✈ 

w✈rds m✈✈n? 
—✈ w✈nt t✈ s✈✈ R✈s✈✈ f✈rst, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n. 
—Sh✈’s ✈✈sy t✈ f✈nd, Cr✈nly s✈✈d. 
H✈s h✈t h✈d c✈m✈ d✈wn ✈n h✈s f✈r✈h✈✈d. H✈ sh✈v✈d ✈t b✈ck 

✈nd ✈n th✈ sh✈d✈w ✈f th✈ tr✈✈s St✈ph✈n s✈w h✈s p✈l✈ f✈c✈, 
fr✈m✈d by th✈ d✈rk, ✈nd h✈s l✈rg✈ d✈rk ✈y✈s. Y✈s. H✈s f✈c✈ w✈s 
h✈nds✈m✈ ✈nd h✈s b✈dy w✈s str✈ng ✈nd h✈rd. H✈ h✈d sp✈k✈n ✈f 
✈ m✈th✈r’s l✈v✈. H✈ f✈lt th✈n th✈ suff✈r✈ngs ✈f w✈m✈n, th✈ 
w✈✈kn✈ss✈s ✈f th✈✈r b✈d✈✈s ✈nd s✈uls: ✈nd w✈uld sh✈✈ld th✈m 
w✈th ✈ str✈ng ✈nd r✈s✈lut✈ ✈rm ✈nd b✈w h✈s m✈nd t✈ th✈m. 
✈w✈y th✈n: ✈t ✈s t✈m✈ t✈ g✈. ✈ v✈✈c✈ sp✈k✈ s✈ftly t✈ 

St✈ph✈n’s l✈n✈ly h✈✈rt, b✈dd✈ng h✈m g✈ ✈nd t✈ll✈ng h✈m th✈t 



h✈s fr✈✈ndsh✈p w✈s c✈m✈ng t✈ ✈n ✈nd. Y✈s; h✈ w✈uld g✈. H✈ 
c✈uld n✈t str✈v✈ ✈g✈✈nst ✈n✈th✈r. H✈ kn✈w h✈s p✈rt. 

—Pr✈b✈bly ✈ sh✈ll g✈ ✈w✈y, h✈ s✈✈d. 
—Wh✈r✈? Cr✈nly ✈sk✈d. 
—Wh✈r✈ ✈ c✈n, St✈ph✈n s✈✈d. 
—Y✈s, Cr✈nly s✈✈d. ✈t m✈ght b✈ d✈ff✈cult f✈r y✈u t✈ l✈v✈ 

h✈r✈ n✈w. But ✈s ✈t th✈t m✈k✈s y✈u g✈? 
—✈ h✈v✈ t✈ g✈, St✈ph✈n ✈nsw✈r✈d. 
—B✈c✈us✈, Cr✈nly c✈nt✈nu✈d, y✈u n✈✈d n✈t l✈✈k up✈n 

y✈urs✈lf ✈s dr✈v✈n ✈w✈y ✈f y✈u d✈ n✈t w✈sh t✈ g✈ ✈r ✈s ✈ 
h✈r✈t✈c ✈r ✈n ✈utl✈w. Th✈r✈ ✈r✈ m✈ny g✈✈d b✈l✈✈v✈rs wh✈ 
th✈nk ✈s y✈u d✈. W✈uld th✈t surpr✈s✈ y✈u? Th✈ church ✈s n✈t th✈ 
st✈n✈ bu✈ld✈ng n✈r ✈v✈n th✈ cl✈rgy ✈nd th✈✈r d✈gm✈s. ✈t ✈s 
th✈ wh✈l✈ m✈ss ✈f th✈s✈ b✈rn ✈nt✈ ✈t. ✈ d✈n’t kn✈w wh✈t y✈u 
w✈sh t✈ d✈ ✈n l✈f✈. ✈s ✈t wh✈t y✈u t✈ld m✈ th✈ n✈ght w✈ w✈r✈ 
st✈nd✈ng ✈uts✈d✈ H✈rc✈urt Str✈✈t st✈t✈✈n? 

—Y✈s, St✈ph✈n s✈✈d, sm✈l✈ng ✈n sp✈t✈ ✈f h✈ms✈lf ✈t Cr✈nly’s 
w✈y ✈f r✈m✈mb✈r✈ng th✈ughts ✈n c✈nn✈x✈✈n w✈th pl✈c✈s. Th✈ 
n✈ght y✈u sp✈nt h✈lf ✈n h✈ur wr✈ngl✈ng w✈th D✈h✈rty ✈b✈ut th✈ 
sh✈rt✈st w✈y fr✈m S✈llyg✈p t✈ L✈rr✈s. 

—P✈th✈✈d! Cr✈nly s✈✈d w✈th c✈lm c✈nt✈mpt. Wh✈t d✈✈s h✈ 
kn✈w ✈b✈ut th✈ w✈y fr✈m S✈llyg✈p t✈ L✈rr✈s? ✈r wh✈t d✈✈s h✈ 
kn✈w ✈b✈ut ✈nyth✈ng f✈r th✈t m✈tt✈r? ✈nd th✈ b✈g sl✈bb✈r✈ng 
w✈sh✈ngp✈t h✈✈d ✈f h✈m! 

H✈ br✈k✈ ✈nt✈ ✈ l✈ud l✈ng l✈ugh. 
—W✈ll? St✈ph✈n s✈✈d. D✈ y✈u r✈m✈mb✈r th✈ r✈st? 
—Wh✈t y✈u s✈✈d, ✈s ✈t? Cr✈nly ✈sk✈d. Y✈s, ✈ r✈m✈mb✈r ✈t. 

T✈ d✈sc✈v✈r th✈ m✈d✈ ✈f l✈f✈ ✈r ✈f ✈rt wh✈r✈by y✈ur sp✈r✈t 
c✈uld ✈xpr✈ss ✈ts✈lf ✈n unf✈tt✈r✈d fr✈✈d✈m. 

St✈ph✈n r✈✈s✈d h✈s h✈t ✈n ✈ckn✈wl✈dg✈m✈nt. 
—Fr✈✈d✈m! Cr✈nly r✈p✈✈t✈d. But y✈u ✈r✈ n✈t fr✈✈ ✈n✈ugh 

y✈t t✈ c✈mm✈t ✈ s✈cr✈l✈g✈. T✈ll m✈ w✈uld y✈u r✈b? 
—✈ w✈uld b✈g f✈rst, St✈ph✈n s✈✈d. 
—✈nd ✈f y✈u g✈t n✈th✈ng, w✈uld y✈u r✈b? 
—Y✈u w✈sh m✈ t✈ s✈y, St✈ph✈n ✈nsw✈r✈d, th✈t th✈ r✈ghts ✈f 

pr✈p✈rty ✈r✈ pr✈v✈s✈✈n✈l, ✈nd th✈t ✈n c✈rt✈✈n c✈rcumst✈nc✈s 



✈t ✈s n✈t unl✈wful t✈ r✈b. ✈v✈ry✈n✈ w✈uld ✈ct ✈n th✈t b✈l✈✈f. 
S✈ ✈ w✈ll n✈t m✈k✈ y✈u th✈t ✈nsw✈r. ✈pply t✈ th✈ j✈su✈t 
th✈✈l✈g✈✈n Ju✈n M✈r✈✈n✈ d✈ T✈l✈v✈r✈ wh✈ w✈ll ✈ls✈ 
✈xpl✈✈n t✈ y✈u ✈n wh✈t c✈rcumst✈nc✈s y✈u m✈y l✈wfully k✈ll 
y✈ur k✈ng ✈nd wh✈th✈r y✈u h✈d b✈tt✈r h✈nd h✈m h✈s p✈✈s✈n ✈n 
✈ g✈bl✈t ✈r sm✈✈r ✈t f✈r h✈m up✈n h✈s r✈b✈ ✈r h✈s s✈ddl✈b✈w. 
✈sk m✈ r✈th✈r w✈uld ✈ suff✈r ✈th✈rs t✈ r✈b m✈ ✈r, ✈f th✈y d✈d, 
w✈uld ✈ c✈ll d✈wn up✈n th✈m wh✈t ✈ b✈l✈✈v✈ ✈s c✈ll✈d th✈ 
ch✈st✈s✈m✈nt ✈f th✈ s✈cul✈r ✈rm? 

—✈nd w✈uld y✈u? 
—✈ th✈nk, St✈ph✈n s✈✈d, ✈t w✈uld p✈✈n m✈ ✈s much t✈ d✈ s✈ 

✈s t✈ b✈ r✈bb✈d. 
—✈ s✈✈, Cr✈nly s✈✈d. 
H✈ pr✈duc✈d h✈s m✈tch ✈nd b✈g✈n t✈ cl✈✈n th✈ cr✈v✈c✈ 

b✈tw✈✈n tw✈ t✈✈th. Th✈n h✈ s✈✈d c✈r✈l✈ssly: 
—T✈ll m✈, f✈r ✈x✈mpl✈, w✈uld y✈u d✈fl✈w✈r ✈ v✈rg✈n? 
—✈xcus✈ m✈, St✈ph✈n s✈✈d p✈l✈t✈ly, ✈s th✈t n✈t th✈ 

✈mb✈t✈✈n ✈f m✈st y✈ung g✈ntl✈m✈n? 
—Wh✈t th✈n ✈s y✈ur p✈✈nt ✈f v✈✈w? Cr✈nly ✈sk✈d. 
H✈s l✈st phr✈s✈, s✈ur sm✈ll✈ng ✈s th✈ sm✈k✈ ✈f ch✈rc✈✈l ✈nd 

d✈sh✈✈rt✈n✈ng, ✈xc✈t✈d St✈ph✈n’s br✈✈n, ✈v✈r wh✈ch ✈ts 
fum✈s s✈✈m✈d t✈ br✈✈d. 

—L✈✈k h✈r✈, Cr✈nly, h✈ s✈✈d. Y✈u h✈v✈ ✈sk✈d m✈ wh✈t ✈ 
w✈uld d✈ ✈nd wh✈t ✈ w✈uld n✈t d✈. ✈ w✈ll t✈ll y✈u wh✈t ✈ w✈ll 
d✈ ✈nd wh✈t ✈ w✈ll n✈t d✈. ✈ w✈ll n✈t s✈rv✈ th✈t ✈n wh✈ch ✈ n✈ 
l✈ng✈r b✈l✈✈v✈, wh✈th✈r ✈t c✈ll ✈ts✈lf my h✈m✈, my 
f✈th✈rl✈nd, ✈r my church: ✈nd ✈ w✈ll try t✈ ✈xpr✈ss mys✈lf ✈n s✈m✈ 
m✈d✈ ✈f l✈f✈ ✈r ✈rt ✈s fr✈✈ly ✈s ✈ c✈n ✈nd ✈s wh✈lly ✈s ✈ c✈n, 
us✈ng f✈r my d✈f✈nc✈ th✈ ✈nly ✈rms ✈ ✈ll✈w mys✈lf t✈ us✈—
s✈l✈nc✈, ✈x✈l✈ ✈nd cunn✈ng. 

Cr✈nly s✈✈z✈d h✈s ✈rm ✈nd st✈✈r✈d h✈m r✈und s✈ ✈s t✈ l✈✈d 
h✈m b✈ck t✈w✈rds L✈✈s✈n P✈rk. H✈ l✈ugh✈d ✈lm✈st sl✈ly ✈nd 
pr✈ss✈d St✈ph✈n’s ✈rm w✈th ✈n ✈ld✈r’s ✈ff✈ct✈✈n. 

—Cunn✈ng ✈nd✈✈d! h✈ s✈✈d. ✈s ✈t y✈u? Y✈u p✈✈r p✈✈t, y✈u! 



—✈nd y✈u m✈d✈ m✈ c✈nf✈ss t✈ y✈u, St✈ph✈n s✈✈d, thr✈ll✈d by 
h✈s t✈uch, ✈s ✈ h✈v✈ c✈nf✈ss✈d t✈ y✈u s✈ m✈ny ✈th✈r th✈ngs, 
h✈v✈ ✈ n✈t? 

—Y✈s, my ch✈ld, Cr✈nly s✈✈d, st✈ll g✈✈ly. 
—Y✈u m✈d✈ m✈ c✈nf✈ss th✈ f✈✈rs th✈t ✈ h✈v✈. But ✈ w✈ll t✈ll 

y✈u ✈ls✈ wh✈t ✈ d✈ n✈t f✈✈r. ✈ d✈ n✈t f✈✈r t✈ b✈ ✈l✈n✈ ✈r 
t✈ b✈ spurn✈d f✈r ✈n✈th✈r ✈r t✈ l✈✈v✈ wh✈t✈v✈r ✈ h✈v✈ t✈ 
l✈✈v✈. ✈nd ✈ ✈m n✈t ✈fr✈✈d t✈ m✈k✈ ✈ m✈st✈k✈, ✈v✈n ✈ 
gr✈✈t m✈st✈k✈, ✈ l✈f✈l✈ng m✈st✈k✈, ✈nd p✈rh✈ps ✈s l✈ng ✈s 
✈t✈rn✈ty t✈✈. 

Cr✈nly, n✈w gr✈v✈ ✈g✈✈n, sl✈w✈d h✈s p✈c✈ ✈nd s✈✈d: 
—✈l✈n✈, qu✈t✈ ✈l✈n✈. Y✈u h✈v✈ n✈ f✈✈r ✈f th✈t. ✈nd y✈u 

kn✈w wh✈t th✈t w✈rd m✈✈ns? N✈t ✈nly t✈ b✈ s✈p✈r✈t✈ fr✈m ✈ll 
✈th✈rs but t✈ h✈v✈ n✈t ✈v✈n ✈n✈ fr✈✈nd. 

—✈ w✈ll t✈k✈ th✈ r✈sk, s✈✈d St✈ph✈n. 
—✈nd n✈t t✈ h✈v✈ ✈ny ✈n✈ p✈rs✈n, Cr✈nly s✈✈d, wh✈ w✈uld 

b✈ m✈r✈ th✈n ✈ fr✈✈nd, m✈r✈ ✈v✈n th✈n th✈ n✈bl✈st ✈nd tru✈st 
fr✈✈nd ✈ m✈n ✈v✈r h✈d. 

H✈s w✈rds s✈✈m✈d t✈ h✈v✈ struck s✈m✈ d✈✈p ch✈rd ✈n h✈s 
✈wn n✈tur✈. H✈d h✈ sp✈k✈n ✈f h✈ms✈lf, ✈f h✈ms✈lf ✈s h✈ w✈s 
✈r w✈sh✈d t✈ b✈? St✈ph✈n w✈tch✈d h✈s f✈c✈ f✈r s✈m✈ m✈m✈nts 
✈n s✈l✈nc✈. ✈ c✈ld s✈dn✈ss w✈s th✈r✈. H✈ h✈d sp✈k✈n ✈f 
h✈ms✈lf, ✈f h✈s ✈wn l✈n✈l✈n✈ss wh✈ch h✈ f✈✈r✈d. 

—✈f wh✈m ✈r✈ y✈u sp✈✈k✈ng? St✈ph✈n ✈sk✈d ✈t l✈ngth. 
Cr✈nly d✈d n✈t ✈nsw✈r. 

 

M✈rch 20. L✈ng t✈lk w✈th Cr✈nly ✈n th✈ subj✈ct ✈f my r✈v✈lt. 
H✈ h✈d h✈s gr✈nd m✈nn✈r ✈n. ✈ suppl✈ ✈nd su✈v✈. ✈tt✈ck✈d 

m✈ ✈n th✈ sc✈r✈ ✈f l✈v✈ f✈r ✈n✈’s m✈th✈r. Tr✈✈d t✈ 
✈m✈g✈n✈ h✈s m✈th✈r: c✈nn✈t. T✈ld m✈ ✈nc✈, ✈n ✈ m✈m✈nt ✈f 
th✈ughtl✈ssn✈ss, h✈s f✈th✈r w✈s s✈xty✈n✈ wh✈n h✈ w✈s b✈rn. C✈n 
s✈✈ h✈m. Str✈ng f✈rm✈r typ✈. P✈pp✈r ✈nd s✈lt su✈t. Squ✈r✈ f✈✈t. 
Unk✈mpt, gr✈zzl✈d b✈✈rd. Pr✈b✈bly ✈tt✈nds c✈urs✈ng m✈tch✈s. 
P✈ys h✈s du✈s r✈gul✈rly but n✈t pl✈nt✈fully t✈ F✈th✈r Dwy✈r ✈f 



L✈rr✈s. S✈m✈t✈m✈s t✈lks t✈ g✈rls ✈ft✈r n✈ghtf✈ll. But h✈s 
m✈th✈r? V✈ry y✈ung ✈r v✈ry ✈ld? H✈rdly th✈ f✈rst. ✈f s✈, Cr✈nly 
w✈uld n✈t h✈v✈ sp✈k✈n ✈s h✈ d✈d. ✈ld th✈n. Pr✈b✈bly, ✈nd 
n✈gl✈ct✈d. H✈nc✈ Cr✈nly’s d✈sp✈✈r ✈f s✈ul: th✈ ch✈ld ✈f 
✈xh✈ust✈d l✈✈ns. 

M✈rch 21, m✈rn✈ng. Th✈ught th✈s ✈n b✈d l✈st n✈ght but w✈s t✈✈ 
l✈zy ✈nd fr✈✈ t✈ ✈dd t✈ ✈t. Fr✈✈, y✈s. Th✈ ✈xh✈ust✈d l✈✈ns 
✈r✈ th✈s✈ ✈f ✈l✈z✈b✈th ✈nd Z✈cch✈ry. Th✈n h✈ ✈s th✈ 
pr✈curs✈r. ✈t✈m: h✈ ✈✈ts ch✈✈fly b✈lly b✈c✈n ✈nd dr✈✈d f✈gs. 
R✈✈d l✈custs ✈nd w✈ld h✈n✈y. ✈ls✈, wh✈n th✈nk✈ng ✈f h✈m, s✈w 
✈lw✈ys ✈ st✈rn s✈v✈r✈d h✈✈d ✈r d✈✈th m✈sk ✈s ✈f ✈utl✈n✈d 
✈n ✈ gr✈y curt✈✈n ✈r v✈r✈n✈c✈. D✈c✈ll✈t✈✈n th✈y c✈ll ✈t ✈n 
th✈ f✈ld. Puzzl✈d f✈r th✈ m✈m✈nt by s✈✈nt J✈hn ✈t th✈ L✈t✈n 
g✈t✈. Wh✈t d✈ ✈ s✈✈? ✈ d✈c✈ll✈t✈d pr✈curs✈r try✈ng t✈ p✈ck 
th✈ l✈ck. 

M✈rch 21, n✈ght. Fr✈✈. S✈ul fr✈✈ ✈nd f✈ncy fr✈✈. L✈t th✈ d✈✈d 
bury th✈ d✈✈d. ✈y. ✈nd l✈t th✈ d✈✈d m✈rry th✈ d✈✈d. 

M✈rch 22. ✈n c✈mp✈ny w✈th Lynch f✈ll✈w✈d ✈ s✈z✈✈bl✈ 
h✈sp✈t✈l nurs✈. Lynch’s ✈d✈✈. D✈sl✈k✈ ✈t. Tw✈ l✈✈n hungry 
gr✈yh✈unds w✈lk✈ng ✈ft✈r ✈ h✈✈f✈r. 

M✈rch 23. H✈v✈ n✈t s✈✈n h✈r s✈nc✈ th✈t n✈ght. Unw✈ll? S✈ts ✈t 
th✈ f✈r✈ p✈rh✈ps w✈th m✈mm✈’s sh✈wl ✈n h✈r sh✈uld✈rs. But n✈t 
p✈✈v✈sh. ✈ n✈c✈ b✈wl ✈f gru✈l? W✈n’t y✈u n✈w? 

M✈rch 24. B✈g✈n w✈th ✈ d✈scuss✈✈n w✈th my m✈th✈r. Subj✈ct: 
B.V.M. H✈nd✈c✈pp✈d by my s✈x ✈nd y✈uth. T✈ ✈sc✈p✈ h✈ld up 
r✈l✈t✈✈ns b✈tw✈✈n J✈sus ✈nd P✈p✈ ✈g✈✈nst th✈s✈ b✈tw✈✈n 
M✈ry ✈nd h✈r s✈n. S✈✈d r✈l✈g✈✈n w✈s n✈t ✈ ly✈ng-✈n 
h✈sp✈t✈l. M✈th✈r ✈ndulg✈nt. S✈✈d ✈ h✈v✈ ✈ qu✈✈r m✈nd ✈nd 
h✈v✈ r✈✈d t✈✈ much. N✈t tru✈. H✈v✈ r✈✈d l✈ttl✈ ✈nd 
und✈rst✈✈d l✈ss. Th✈n sh✈ s✈✈d ✈ w✈uld c✈m✈ b✈ck t✈ f✈✈th 
b✈c✈us✈ ✈ h✈d ✈ r✈stl✈ss m✈nd. Th✈s m✈✈ns t✈ l✈✈v✈ church by 
b✈ckd✈✈r ✈f s✈n ✈nd r✈-✈nt✈r thr✈ugh th✈ skyl✈ght ✈f 
r✈p✈nt✈nc✈. C✈nn✈t r✈p✈nt. T✈ld h✈r s✈ ✈nd ✈sk✈d f✈r 
s✈xp✈nc✈. G✈t thr✈✈p✈nc✈. 

Th✈n w✈nt t✈ c✈ll✈g✈. ✈th✈r wr✈ngl✈ w✈th l✈ttl✈ r✈und h✈✈d 
r✈gu✈’s ✈y✈ Gh✈zz✈. Th✈s t✈m✈ ✈b✈ut Brun✈ th✈ N✈l✈n. B✈g✈n 
✈n ✈t✈l✈✈n ✈nd ✈nd✈d ✈n p✈dg✈n ✈ngl✈sh. H✈ s✈✈d Brun✈ w✈s 



✈ t✈rr✈bl✈ h✈r✈t✈c. ✈ s✈✈d h✈ w✈s t✈rr✈bly burn✈d. H✈ 
✈gr✈✈d t✈ th✈s w✈th s✈m✈ s✈rr✈w. Th✈n g✈v✈ m✈ r✈c✈p✈ f✈r 
wh✈t h✈ c✈lls r✈s✈tt✈ ✈ll✈ b✈rg✈m✈sc✈. Wh✈n h✈ pr✈n✈unc✈s 
✈ s✈ft ✈ h✈ pr✈trud✈s h✈s full c✈rn✈l l✈ps ✈s ✈f h✈ k✈ss✈d th✈ 
v✈w✈l. H✈s h✈? ✈nd c✈uld h✈ r✈p✈nt? Y✈s, h✈ c✈uld: ✈nd cry tw✈ 
r✈und r✈gu✈’s t✈✈rs, ✈n✈ fr✈m ✈✈ch ✈y✈. 

Cr✈ss✈ng St✈ph✈n’s, th✈t ✈s, my Gr✈✈n, r✈m✈mb✈r✈d th✈t h✈s 
c✈untrym✈n ✈nd n✈t m✈n✈ h✈d ✈nv✈nt✈d wh✈t Cr✈nly th✈ ✈th✈r 
n✈ght c✈ll✈d ✈ur r✈l✈g✈✈n. ✈ qu✈rt✈t ✈f th✈m, s✈ld✈✈rs ✈f th✈ 
n✈n✈tys✈v✈nth ✈nf✈ntry r✈g✈m✈nt, s✈t ✈t th✈ f✈✈t ✈f th✈ cr✈ss 
✈nd t✈ss✈d up d✈c✈ f✈r th✈ ✈v✈rc✈✈t ✈f th✈ cruc✈f✈✈d. 

W✈nt t✈ l✈br✈ry. Tr✈✈d t✈ r✈✈d thr✈✈ r✈v✈✈ws. Us✈l✈ss. Sh✈ 
✈s n✈t ✈ut y✈t. ✈m ✈ ✈l✈rm✈d? ✈b✈ut wh✈t? Th✈t sh✈ w✈ll n✈v✈r 
b✈ ✈ut ✈g✈✈n. 

Bl✈k✈ wr✈t✈: 

✈ w✈nd✈r ✈f W✈ll✈✈m B✈nd w✈ll d✈✈ 
F✈r ✈ssur✈dly h✈ ✈s v✈ry ✈ll. 

✈l✈s, p✈✈r W✈ll✈✈m! 
✈ w✈s ✈nc✈ ✈t ✈ d✈✈r✈m✈ ✈n R✈tund✈. ✈t th✈ ✈nd w✈r✈ 

p✈ctur✈s ✈f b✈g n✈bs. ✈m✈ng th✈m W✈ll✈✈m ✈w✈rt Gl✈dst✈n✈, 
just th✈n d✈✈d. ✈rch✈str✈ pl✈y✈d ✈, W✈ll✈✈, w✈ h✈v✈ m✈ss✈d 
y✈u. 
✈ r✈c✈ ✈f cl✈dh✈pp✈rs! 
M✈rch 25, m✈rn✈ng. ✈ tr✈ubl✈d n✈ght ✈f dr✈✈ms. W✈nt t✈ g✈t 

th✈m ✈ff my ch✈st. 
✈ l✈ng curv✈ng g✈ll✈ry. Fr✈m th✈ fl✈✈r ✈sc✈nd p✈ll✈rs ✈f d✈rk 

v✈p✈urs. ✈t ✈s p✈✈pl✈d by th✈ ✈m✈g✈s ✈f f✈bul✈us k✈ngs, s✈t ✈n 
st✈n✈. Th✈✈r h✈nds ✈r✈ f✈ld✈d up✈n th✈✈r kn✈✈s ✈n t✈k✈n ✈f 
w✈✈r✈n✈ss ✈nd th✈✈r ✈y✈s ✈r✈ d✈rk✈n✈d f✈r th✈ ✈rr✈rs ✈f 
m✈n g✈ up b✈f✈r✈ th✈m f✈r ✈v✈r ✈s d✈rk v✈p✈urs. 

Str✈ng✈ f✈gur✈s ✈dv✈nc✈ ✈s fr✈m ✈ c✈v✈. Th✈y ✈r✈ n✈t ✈s 
t✈ll ✈s m✈n. ✈n✈ d✈✈s n✈t s✈✈m t✈ st✈nd qu✈t✈ ✈p✈rt fr✈m 
✈n✈th✈r. Th✈✈r f✈c✈s ✈r✈ ph✈sph✈r✈sc✈nt, w✈th d✈rk✈r 
str✈✈ks. Th✈y p✈✈r ✈t m✈ ✈nd th✈✈r ✈y✈s s✈✈m t✈ ✈sk m✈ 
s✈m✈th✈ng. Th✈y d✈ n✈t sp✈✈k. 



M✈rch 30. Th✈s ✈v✈n✈ng Cr✈nly w✈s ✈n th✈ p✈rch ✈f th✈ 
l✈br✈ry, pr✈p✈s✈ng ✈ pr✈bl✈m t✈ D✈x✈n ✈nd h✈r br✈th✈r. ✈ 
m✈th✈r l✈t h✈r ch✈ld f✈ll ✈nt✈ th✈ N✈l✈. St✈ll h✈rp✈ng ✈n th✈ 
m✈th✈r. ✈ cr✈c✈d✈l✈ s✈✈z✈d th✈ ch✈ld. M✈th✈r ✈sk✈d ✈t b✈ck. 
Cr✈c✈d✈l✈ s✈✈d ✈ll r✈ght ✈f sh✈ t✈ld h✈m wh✈t h✈ w✈s g✈✈ng 
t✈ d✈ w✈th th✈ ch✈ld, ✈✈t ✈t ✈r n✈t ✈✈t ✈t. 

Th✈s m✈nt✈l✈ty, L✈p✈dus w✈uld s✈y, ✈s ✈nd✈✈d br✈d ✈ut ✈f 
y✈ur mud by th✈ ✈p✈r✈t✈✈n ✈f y✈ur sun. 
✈nd m✈n✈? ✈s ✈t n✈t t✈✈? Th✈n ✈nt✈ N✈l✈ mud w✈th ✈t! 
✈pr✈l 1. D✈s✈ppr✈v✈ ✈f th✈s l✈st phr✈s✈. 
✈pr✈l 2. S✈w h✈r dr✈nk✈ng t✈✈ ✈nd ✈✈t✈ng c✈k✈s ✈n 

J✈hnst✈n’s, M✈✈n✈y ✈nd ✈’Br✈✈n’s. R✈th✈r, lynx-✈y✈d Lynch s✈w 
h✈r ✈s w✈ p✈ss✈d. H✈ t✈lls m✈ Cr✈nly w✈s ✈nv✈t✈d th✈r✈ by 
br✈th✈r. D✈d h✈ br✈ng h✈s cr✈c✈d✈l✈? ✈s h✈ th✈ sh✈n✈ng l✈ght 
n✈w? W✈ll, ✈ d✈sc✈v✈r✈d h✈m. ✈ pr✈t✈st ✈ d✈d. Sh✈n✈ng 
qu✈✈tly b✈h✈nd ✈ bush✈l ✈f W✈ckl✈w br✈n. 
✈pr✈l 3. M✈t D✈v✈n ✈t th✈ c✈g✈r sh✈p ✈pp✈s✈t✈ F✈ndl✈t✈r’s 

church. H✈ w✈s ✈n ✈ bl✈ck sw✈✈t✈r ✈nd h✈d ✈ hurl✈y st✈ck. ✈sk✈d 
m✈ w✈s ✈t tru✈ ✈ w✈s g✈✈ng ✈w✈y ✈nd why. T✈ld h✈m th✈ 
sh✈rt✈st w✈y t✈ T✈r✈ w✈s v✈✈ H✈lyh✈✈d. Just th✈n my f✈th✈r 
c✈m✈ up. ✈ntr✈duct✈✈n. F✈th✈r p✈l✈t✈ ✈nd ✈bs✈rv✈nt. ✈sk✈d 
D✈v✈n ✈f h✈ m✈ght ✈ff✈r h✈m s✈m✈ r✈fr✈shm✈nt. D✈v✈n c✈uld 
n✈t, w✈s g✈✈ng t✈ ✈ m✈✈t✈ng. Wh✈n w✈ c✈m✈ ✈w✈y f✈th✈r 
t✈ld m✈ h✈ h✈d ✈ g✈✈d h✈n✈st ✈y✈. ✈sk✈d m✈ why ✈ d✈d n✈t 
j✈✈n ✈ r✈w✈ng club. ✈ pr✈t✈nd✈d t✈ th✈nk ✈t ✈v✈r. T✈ld m✈ th✈n 
h✈w h✈ br✈k✈ P✈nnyf✈✈th✈r’s h✈✈rt. W✈nts m✈ t✈ r✈✈d l✈w. 
S✈ys ✈ w✈s cut ✈ut f✈r th✈t. M✈r✈ mud, m✈r✈ cr✈c✈d✈l✈s. 
✈pr✈l 5. W✈ld spr✈ng. Scudd✈ng cl✈uds. ✈ l✈f✈! D✈rk str✈✈m ✈f 

sw✈rl✈ng b✈gw✈t✈r ✈n wh✈ch ✈ppl✈tr✈✈s h✈v✈ c✈st d✈wn th✈✈r 
d✈l✈c✈t✈ fl✈w✈rs. ✈y✈s ✈f g✈rls ✈m✈ng th✈ l✈✈v✈s. G✈rls 
d✈mur✈ ✈nd r✈mp✈ng. ✈ll f✈✈r ✈r ✈uburn: n✈ d✈rk ✈n✈s. Th✈y 
blush b✈tt✈r. H✈up-l✈! 
✈pr✈l 6. C✈rt✈✈nly sh✈ r✈m✈mb✈rs th✈ p✈st. Lynch s✈ys ✈ll 

w✈m✈n d✈. Th✈n sh✈ r✈m✈mb✈rs th✈ t✈m✈ ✈f h✈r ch✈ldh✈✈d—
✈nd m✈n✈ ✈f ✈ w✈s ✈v✈r ✈ ch✈ld. Th✈ p✈st ✈s c✈nsum✈d ✈n th✈ 
pr✈s✈nt ✈nd th✈ pr✈s✈nt ✈s l✈v✈ng ✈nly b✈c✈us✈ ✈t br✈ngs f✈rth 
th✈ futur✈. St✈tu✈s ✈f w✈m✈n, ✈f Lynch b✈ r✈ght, sh✈uld ✈lw✈ys b✈ 



fully dr✈p✈d, ✈n✈ h✈nd ✈f th✈ w✈m✈n f✈✈l✈ng r✈gr✈tfully h✈r 
✈wn h✈nd✈r p✈rts. 
✈pr✈l 6, l✈t✈r. M✈ch✈✈l R✈b✈rt✈s r✈m✈mb✈rs f✈rg✈tt✈n 

b✈✈uty ✈nd, wh✈n h✈s ✈rms wr✈p h✈r r✈und, h✈ pr✈ss✈s ✈n h✈s 
✈rms th✈ l✈v✈l✈n✈ss wh✈ch h✈s l✈ng f✈d✈d fr✈m th✈ w✈rld. N✈t 
th✈s. N✈t ✈t ✈ll. ✈ d✈s✈r✈ t✈ pr✈ss ✈n my ✈rms th✈ l✈v✈l✈n✈ss 
wh✈ch h✈s n✈t y✈t c✈m✈ ✈nt✈ th✈ w✈rld. 
✈pr✈l 10. F✈✈ntly, und✈r th✈ h✈✈vy n✈ght, thr✈ugh th✈ s✈l✈nc✈ 

✈f th✈ c✈ty wh✈ch h✈s turn✈d fr✈m dr✈✈ms t✈ dr✈✈ml✈ss sl✈✈p ✈s 
✈ w✈✈ry l✈v✈r wh✈m n✈ c✈r✈ss✈s m✈v✈, th✈ s✈und ✈f h✈✈fs 
up✈n th✈ r✈✈d. N✈t s✈ f✈✈ntly n✈w ✈s th✈y c✈m✈ n✈✈r th✈ 
br✈dg✈; ✈nd ✈n ✈ m✈m✈nt, ✈s th✈y p✈ss th✈ d✈rk✈n✈d w✈nd✈ws, 
th✈ s✈l✈nc✈ ✈s cl✈v✈n by ✈l✈rm ✈s by ✈n ✈rr✈w. Th✈y ✈r✈ 
h✈✈rd n✈w f✈r ✈w✈y, h✈✈fs th✈t sh✈n✈ ✈m✈d th✈ h✈✈vy n✈ght 
✈s g✈ms, hurry✈ng b✈y✈nd th✈ sl✈✈p✈ng f✈✈lds t✈ wh✈t j✈urn✈y’s 
✈nd—wh✈t h✈✈rt?—b✈✈r✈ng wh✈t t✈d✈ngs? 
✈pr✈l 11. R✈✈d wh✈t ✈ wr✈t✈ l✈st n✈ght. V✈gu✈ w✈rds f✈r ✈ 

v✈gu✈ ✈m✈t✈✈n. W✈uld sh✈ l✈k✈ ✈t? ✈ th✈nk s✈. Th✈n ✈ sh✈uld 
h✈v✈ t✈ l✈k✈ ✈t ✈ls✈. 
✈pr✈l 13. Th✈t tund✈sh h✈s b✈✈n ✈n my m✈nd f✈r ✈ l✈ng t✈m✈. 

✈ l✈✈k✈d ✈t up ✈nd f✈nd ✈t ✈ngl✈sh ✈nd g✈✈d ✈ld blunt ✈ngl✈sh 
t✈✈. D✈mn th✈ d✈✈n ✈f stud✈✈s ✈nd h✈s funn✈l! Wh✈t d✈d h✈ 
c✈m✈ h✈r✈ f✈r t✈ t✈✈ch us h✈s ✈wn l✈ngu✈g✈ ✈r t✈ l✈✈rn ✈t 
fr✈m us. D✈mn h✈m ✈n✈ w✈y ✈r th✈ ✈th✈r! 
✈pr✈l 14. J✈hn ✈lph✈nsus Mulr✈nn✈n h✈s just r✈turn✈d fr✈m th✈ 

w✈st ✈f ✈r✈l✈nd. ✈ur✈p✈✈n ✈nd ✈s✈✈t✈c p✈p✈rs pl✈✈s✈ c✈py. 
H✈ t✈ld us h✈ m✈t ✈n ✈ld m✈n th✈r✈ ✈n ✈ m✈unt✈✈n c✈b✈n. ✈ld 
m✈n h✈d r✈d ✈y✈s ✈nd sh✈rt p✈p✈. ✈ld m✈n sp✈k✈ ✈r✈sh. 
Mulr✈nn✈n sp✈k✈ ✈r✈sh. Th✈n ✈ld m✈n ✈nd Mulr✈nn✈n sp✈k✈ 
✈ngl✈sh. Mulr✈nn✈n sp✈k✈ t✈ h✈m ✈b✈ut un✈v✈rs✈ ✈nd st✈rs. ✈ld 
m✈n s✈t, l✈st✈n✈d, sm✈k✈d, sp✈t. Th✈n s✈✈d: 

—✈h, th✈r✈ must b✈ t✈rr✈bl✈ qu✈✈r cr✈✈tur✈s ✈t th✈ l✈tt✈r ✈nd 
✈f th✈ w✈rld. 
✈ f✈✈r h✈m. ✈ f✈✈r h✈s r✈dr✈mm✈d h✈rny ✈y✈s. ✈t ✈s w✈th 

h✈m ✈ must struggl✈ ✈ll thr✈ugh th✈s n✈ght t✈ll d✈y c✈m✈, t✈ll h✈ 
✈r ✈ l✈✈ d✈✈d, gr✈pp✈ng h✈m by th✈ s✈n✈wy thr✈✈t t✈ll... T✈ll 
wh✈t? T✈ll h✈ y✈✈ld t✈ m✈? N✈. ✈ m✈✈n n✈ h✈rm. 



✈pr✈l 15. M✈t h✈r t✈d✈y p✈✈nt bl✈nk ✈n Gr✈ft✈n Str✈✈t. Th✈ 
cr✈wd br✈ught us t✈g✈th✈r. W✈ b✈th st✈pp✈d. Sh✈ ✈sk✈d m✈ why ✈ 
n✈v✈r c✈m✈, s✈✈d sh✈ h✈d h✈✈rd ✈ll s✈rts ✈f st✈r✈✈s ✈b✈ut 
m✈. Th✈s w✈s ✈nly t✈ g✈✈n t✈m✈. ✈sk✈d m✈ w✈s ✈ wr✈t✈ng 
p✈✈ms? ✈b✈ut wh✈m? ✈ ✈sk✈d h✈r. Th✈s c✈nfus✈d h✈r m✈r✈ ✈nd 
✈ f✈lt s✈rry ✈nd m✈✈n. Turn✈d ✈ff th✈t v✈lv✈ ✈t ✈nc✈ ✈nd 
✈p✈n✈d th✈ sp✈r✈tu✈l-h✈r✈✈c r✈fr✈g✈r✈t✈ng ✈pp✈r✈tus, 
✈nv✈nt✈d ✈nd p✈t✈nt✈d ✈n ✈ll c✈untr✈✈s by D✈nt✈ 
✈l✈gh✈✈r✈. T✈lk✈d r✈p✈dly ✈f mys✈lf ✈nd my pl✈ns. ✈n th✈ 
m✈dst ✈f ✈t unluck✈ly ✈ m✈d✈ ✈ sudd✈n g✈stur✈ ✈f ✈ 
r✈v✈lut✈✈n✈ry n✈tur✈. ✈ must h✈v✈ l✈✈k✈d l✈k✈ ✈ f✈ll✈w 
thr✈w✈ng ✈ h✈ndful ✈f p✈✈s ✈nt✈ th✈ ✈✈r. P✈✈pl✈ b✈g✈n t✈ 
l✈✈k ✈t us. Sh✈ sh✈✈k h✈nds ✈ m✈m✈nt ✈ft✈r ✈nd, ✈n g✈✈ng 
✈w✈y, s✈✈d sh✈ h✈p✈d ✈ w✈uld d✈ wh✈t ✈ s✈✈d. 

N✈w ✈ c✈ll th✈t fr✈✈ndly, d✈n’t y✈u? 
Y✈s, ✈ l✈k✈d h✈r t✈d✈y. ✈ l✈ttl✈ ✈r much? D✈n’t kn✈w. ✈ l✈k✈d 

h✈r ✈nd ✈t s✈✈ms ✈ n✈w f✈✈l✈ng t✈ m✈. Th✈n, ✈n th✈t c✈s✈, ✈ll 
th✈ r✈st, ✈ll th✈t ✈ th✈ught ✈ th✈ught ✈nd ✈ll th✈t ✈ f✈lt ✈ f✈lt, ✈ll 
th✈ r✈st b✈f✈r✈ n✈w, ✈n f✈ct... ✈, g✈v✈ ✈t up, ✈ld ch✈p! Sl✈✈p ✈t 
✈ff! 
✈pr✈l 16. ✈w✈y! ✈w✈y! 
Th✈ sp✈ll ✈f ✈rms ✈nd v✈✈c✈s: th✈ wh✈t✈ ✈rms ✈f r✈✈ds, 

th✈✈r pr✈m✈s✈ ✈f cl✈s✈ ✈mbr✈c✈s ✈nd th✈ bl✈ck ✈rms ✈f t✈ll 
sh✈ps th✈t st✈nd ✈g✈✈nst th✈ m✈✈n, th✈✈r t✈l✈ ✈f d✈st✈nt 
n✈t✈✈ns. Th✈y ✈r✈ h✈ld ✈ut t✈ s✈y: W✈ ✈r✈ ✈l✈n✈—c✈m✈. 
✈nd th✈ v✈✈c✈s s✈y w✈th th✈m: W✈ ✈r✈ y✈ur k✈nsm✈n. ✈nd th✈ 
✈✈r ✈s th✈ck w✈th th✈✈r c✈mp✈ny ✈s th✈y c✈ll t✈ m✈, th✈✈r 
k✈nsm✈n, m✈k✈ng r✈✈dy t✈ g✈, sh✈k✈ng th✈ w✈ngs ✈f th✈✈r 
✈xult✈nt ✈nd t✈rr✈bl✈ y✈uth. 
✈pr✈l 26. M✈th✈r ✈s putt✈ng my n✈w s✈c✈ndh✈nd cl✈th✈s ✈n 

✈rd✈r. Sh✈ pr✈ys n✈w, sh✈ s✈ys, th✈t ✈ m✈y l✈✈rn ✈n my ✈wn l✈f✈ 
✈nd ✈w✈y fr✈m h✈m✈ ✈nd fr✈✈nds wh✈t th✈ h✈✈rt ✈s ✈nd wh✈t 
✈t f✈✈ls. ✈m✈n. S✈ b✈ ✈t. W✈lc✈m✈, ✈ l✈f✈! ✈ g✈ t✈ 
✈nc✈unt✈r f✈r th✈ m✈ll✈✈nth t✈m✈ th✈ r✈✈l✈ty ✈f 
✈xp✈r✈✈nc✈ ✈nd t✈ f✈rg✈ ✈n th✈ sm✈thy ✈f my s✈ul th✈ 
uncr✈✈t✈d c✈nsc✈✈nc✈ ✈f my r✈c✈. 



✈pr✈l 27. ✈ld f✈th✈r, ✈ld ✈rt✈f✈c✈r, st✈nd m✈ n✈w ✈nd ✈v✈r 
✈n g✈✈d st✈✈d. 
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Sunuş yazıları veya sonsöz genelde bir kitabın başlığı ile aynı dilde olurlar. Ama bu 
kitap dil ile ilgili deneysel bir şey, dolayısı ile alışılageldik bir tutarlılık içermesi 
gerekmiyor. İkinci baskı için yeniden yazdığım satırları ilave bir son söz metni olarak 
düşünürken, farklı bir şey de denemeye karar verdim. Zaten konumuz çeviri ve 
meraklı okur da bu küçük detayı bir şekilde aşar diye düşünüyorum. Onun için yazış 
serbest, farklı bir dil tercihi yapacağım. İkinci baskıyı hazırlamak durumunda kalmak 
da benzeri bir sebep taşıyor dolayısı ile her iki başlıktan da kısaca bahsedeceğim. 

İlk baskıyı çevrimiçi olarak ve Create Space servislerini kullanarak çevrimiçi olarak 
hazırlamıştım. Boğaziçi Üniversitesi kantininde iki saat içinde projeyi hazırlayıp 
yayınlamıştım. Şu anda elimde tuttuğum referans kitap da Boğaziçi Üniversitesi 
kütüphanesinden ödünç alındı. İngiltere’de print on demand olarak Amazon.co.uk Ltd 
Marston Gate tarafından basılmış. 

Aslında proje Türkçe ve İngilizce arasında farklı sayılarda sesli harf olduğunu fark 
etmem vesilesiyle başladı. Bildiğiniz gibi Türkçede 8 sesli harf varken, (a, e, ı, i, u, ü, 
o, ü) İngilizcede bu sayı 5’e düşüyor (a, e, i, o, u). Bu yazıyı okuyabiliyorsanız 
bildiğiniz gibi ana dilimiz Türkçe ünlü harf açısından zengindir. Fakat dünyadaki 
egemen dil olan İngilizce de bir şekilde ünlü sayısını diğer dillere dayatır. Özellikle 
elektronik ortam ve İnternet bu konuda acımasızdır. Örneğin Windows bu metinde 
bile soyadımda hata olduğunu altını çizerek vurguluyor. 

Bunun bedelini ödemek durumunda kalacağımızı ilk olarak soyadımdaki a harfinin 
şapkasının gitmesi ile fark ettim! Bu durum ilk başta güzel Türkçede, kendi içimizde 
yaşadığımız bir erozyon gibi hissedildi. Modernitenin kaçınılmaz bir etkisi gibi. Fakat 
ikinci büyük kayıp, soyadımdaki ‘u’ harfinin üzerindeki noktaların uçmasıyla kendini 
gösterince konunun vahametini daha yakından hissettim. Küreselleşme tek bir 
alfabeyi bizlere dayatıyordu ve bu işte piyango dönüp dolaşıp benim ismime 
vuruyordu. 

Peki, gollü bir beraberlik mümkün müdür? Elinizde tuttuğunuz kitap bir rövanş 
denemesi kesinlikle değildir. Dillerden rövanş alınır mı ki hiç? Rövanş yine yabancı 
kökenli, Fransızcadan ödünç alınmış bir kelime olduğu için belki de İngilizcede ki 
“artists’ response” (sanatçı cevabı) terimini burada kullanmak lazım… 

Diller arası bir diyalog hayal ettiğim için, kendi başına yeni bir dil yaratmış olduğu 
söylenen James Joyce’un bir metinini kullanarak bir proje yapmaya karar verdim. 
Ünlü Sanatçının Bir Genç Adam Olarak Portresi başlıklı romanın İngilizcesini, A 
Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man (1916) başlıklı romanın seçtim. Bu proje için 
metni The Project Gutenberg eBook adlı yayınından alıp dönüştürerek kullandım.  



Görsel sanatlardan konuya yaklaştığım için de sürece yazı resim ilişkisi açısından 
baktım. Dil ve bunun görselleştirilmesi hali hazırda üzerinde çalıştığım bir alan. Metni 
farklı bir yapıta dönüştürürken sesli harfler yerine bir resim veya emoji kullanmak 
istedim ve bir uçağı simgeleyen “✈” U+2708 unicode karakter kullandım. 

İngilizcedeki dört sesli harfi 4 aynı uçak imgesiyle değiştirdim. U harfini koruyarak 
soyadımdaki değişimin altını çizmek istedim. Modernist sitilde yazılmış bu 
Künstlerroman’ı bir Zeitgenössische Künstler olarak (çevrimiçi) yorumlayarak post 
post modern bir deneme yapmış olduğumu düşünüyorum. 

Kitabın ilk baskısı Create Space üzerinden basılmıştı. Fakat Türkiye Pay Pal 
sisteminden çıkınca sistem bizim için çalışmamaya başladı ve kitap yayından düştü. 
Sonuç olarak diyebiliriz ki yerelin küreselden (ilişkilerden, yarıştan) kopuşu sadece 
küreselin (erozyonu)  yüzünden değildir. 
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