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"The ef f orts to find a 'new Marxism' purified in the 

cauldron of woman's consciousness, is as natural to the women's 

movements as other ��:separate attempts��: -- separate women's trade 

unions and some kind of never-quite becoming autonomous women's 

movement' CCharnie Guettel, 1974> 

"Woman hava served all these centuries as looking glas-

ses possessing the magic and delicious power of reflecting the 

figure of man at twice its natural siza • • •  That is why Napoleon 

and Mussolini insist so emphat i cally upon women's inferiority, 

for if they were nat inferior they would cease to enlarge • • •  That 

serves to explain in part the necessity that women often are to 

men. And it serves to explain haw restless they are under her 

criticism. 

<Virginia Woolf, 1929) 

I have divided this paper into two parts. Part One is an 

overview of an attempt to conceptualize contemporary social rea-

lity and its transformation from a frame of reference related to 

feminism in its own nama. 
the 

Part Two attempts to put some of/maJor issues raised by the 

discourse af feminism in the context of a larger theoretical 

schema , one in which feminism can realize the specifity of its 

discourse without either being diluted in an "amorphous universa-

lism" or "immured in a narrow provincialism". <Aime Cesaire, 

1956) 

f!!!:� Q!lti ID!!!C.!!!!!� o.f The a[9!J!!!!!nt 

The main argument of this frame is based on the formulatio 
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by Gregory Bateson, made in his book, �!ng �Qg Na���L 8 ��g�= 
�!:.� Ynit� <New York, 1979>. Bateson here argues that social v 

systems think themselves by means of abduction schemas or analo-

gical systems; that, as in �g��mism, where this thinking is 

111iterally in-formed11 by the analogy between the social system 

and tha larger ecological system of which it is a part, the 

constituting analogy of all sacio-historical orders is .. partly 

exact and partly fanciful and partly made real - by actions that 

the fantasy dictates11 < Bateson , 1979> .) 

The argument develops the concept of a governing 

morphogenetic fantasy, which, rather than the "human nature" of 

liberalism or the " economic: farces•• 'of Marxism-Leninism, is 

determinant in the last instance of the praxis and mode of 

sociality of the contemporary sociohistorical order. 

It defines this order as a classarchy, that is an order 

based on the saverei gni ty of a middle class modal of human 

identity, whether in its Liberal humanist definition <Man-as-

Norm> or in its Marxist-Leninist definition <Labor-as-Norm>. It 

COins the word �ssarc::b� bath on the model Of Qatria!:,Ch� aM� on 

In the case of the first, the constituting 

analogy and symbolic construct , Man-as-Father <I> provided the 

organizing principle of the cultural order since the construct 

functions as the General Equi valent of Identi ty of that order. 

The structure of role allocations and related patterns of inter-

action then constitute themselves in relation to this construct 

as the major referent. 
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The cultural system of patriarchy as a whale is there�y 

indicated by the constituting analogy Man-as-Father. To be indi-

cated as the marked state and major referent, there must be a 

construct which exists relatively, as its unmarked state. In 

patriarchal systems the construct of �gm�n �� =�e1-Tn@=E��n�� is 

crucial to the very indicability of the order• to the law of farm 

<Spencer-Brawn, 1972) of what might be called the fake 'specia-

tian code' <2> with which the genus homo autodefines himself as a 
3 

culture-specific 'species'. In the abduction schema of patri-

archal systems, then, , Women play the role of key representant, 

the Symbolic Other to tha Norm whilst man play the key role of! 

the representant of the Norm in the structuring code.> 

The cultural system of 5!ass@�Ch� was the first known, 

secular and global cultural system in the histories of human-
interalia, 

kinds. The Western middle classes, enriched by1Europe's expro-

priation of the lands of the Americas, by the purchase-sale and 

use of the farced mass labor of Africans, yet finding their self-

affirmation as a group constricted by the aristocratic-

monarchical order with its banding-identifying principle of 

Royal/Noble - Blood - and - Birth - , effected a cultural revolu-

tion of unprecedented magnitude. With this revolution in an 

underlying abduction schema with its related ' magma of social 

imaginary significations" <Castoriadis, quoted by Howard, 1977> a 

schema in which they were as a group, one of the representants of 

the unmarked state, the Western middle classes delegitimated the 

earlier cultural system, replacing it with their own, turning the 

coda in their favour' <Baudrillard, 1975:136>. 
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This cultural revolution displaced monar�hy, the 

sovereignity of a single ruler -- the term monarchy derives from 

mgog§, Single, and Archein, to rule, to be first -- with the 

sovereignity of a single cultural order, and its related meaning-

system. This sovereignity was global. 

The middle class cultural revolution was not only a rupture 

with the European monarchical order. It was a rupture with the 

traditional orders of things of all previous cultural systems of 

humankinds. If the constituting analogy of Blood-and-Birth still 

functioned within the abduction system of �2!l!!�ngyini�"t' i.e., ·""" 

the bonding principle of kinship - lineage societies and their 

outgrowths, as the defining !n9!£at1e!l of �we-who are -the- same

blood,' the middle classes, excluded from Norm status in the 

power-prestige order <Berger, Rosenholtz, Zelditch, 1980:3> legi-

timated by the divin�l� §�QS�l�g status characteristic of 

Noble-Lineage, were compelled to shift both the schema of S2!1!!�n= 
gu!ni�� and the legitimating charter of Divine §�ns!i2!l• 

They replaced bath with the abduction schema of S2DD� r 

tu�ali�"t and its related construct of �� Sanction, dis

placing the symbolics of �ngyin!S� with the metaphorics of 

-The constituting analogy of the new order -- class-

archy -- functioned now to represent the status-characteristic of 

the mercantile middle classes, i.e., its accumulation of non-

landed propert·y, of S!m!tfl!., as the General Equivalent Signifier 

of Identity and Status, as the Place of the Phallus-the-Symbolic-

Penis. This analogy was the construct of Man-as-Freeman, i.e., 

man in the image of the European �intermediate caste� (James, 
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1971> neither the nobleman, nor the nobleman's man, i.e., the 

serf, but a fr��maG• The Freeman, Man-as-Liber, a precise histo

rical and partial construct, was now universalized as '��n' the 

Subject of the legitimating discourse of Humanism. 

This particularity everywhere represented as a universal 

guaranteed its self-representation, far the f irst time in human 

history, not by a mythical or theological but by a �ggn!S!Y� 

charter. The Sanction which now 'elected' the construct 'man

barn-free-in-the-state-of-Nature, with -bath his freedom-and-his

varying-degrees-of-Natural-Reason pre-determined by Natura, the 

degrees of which determined the new power-prestige order, was a 

Sanction no longer guaranteed by religious, but rather � thee��= 

tical§��· 

Man represented as the res cagitans <The thinking subject) in 

a relation to his symbolically inverted unmarked state, the ��� 

�t�§� <extended matter) in the Cartesian conceptual formation, 

now only had to follow Natural Law as revealed to him through 

that Natural Reason, allotted to h im by �IY�@ Cogitan! in whose 

image ha was made. In this abduction schema all that pertained 

to ��y� extena� was represented as being made far his use, in 

the Calvinist reformulation of the Judaic anti-physis. <Baudril

lard, 1975:63) 

In the secularized Calvinism of the morphogenetic fantasy of 

classarchy, Natural Reason came ta take the place of Noble Blood 

as the Norm-criterion and Major referent of the new power pres

tige order. As with degrees of Grace in the Calvinist theologi

cal schema of Divine predestination, sa degrees of Natural Reason 

allotted by Nature came to be 'signified' by specif i c lnd!s�1' 
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the central one of which was the degree of property owned, and 

represented as accumulat ed i n  th e State-of-Nature in the Lockean 

schema. <MacPherson, 1962) Wh i lst all men were born equal-in

the-Stat e-of-n atu�a, this equality lay in the fact that t hey were 

all equally-subjected-to-natural-P�edestination, which determined 

the electi on of t h e  norm of the order and the related det erm i ned 

heirarchical structure of soc i al relations. 

For the first time in human history homo did not start off 

with an uncondit i on al ly guaranteed i dentity. The dynamism of 

classarchy, its i ncredible creat i vi ty and unparalleled d estruc

tiveness, derived from the f act th at identi t y  for the fi rst time 

was p ut i n  play, was put in doubt. In the schema of Calvin i st 

predestinati on, man could never know how much Brace he had been 

al lotted, whether or not he had been saved. Equally mi dd l e  class 

man could not know how much Natural Reason h e  had been appor

t i oned, whether or not he had been •elected• to the Place of the 

Norm. �agrees of capital-property ownershi p, of success became, 

however, a central signifi er of the degrees of Natural Reason 

that had ·fal l en to ona•s share; of the degrees of one • s naturally 

al l otted human merit, status, value.� 

Those who owned property were now indicated as a •wa-who-are

of-the-same-nature11. This indication was susta i ned by the macro 

abduction system of sgno�al!�� and its related a�senal of 

si gn i fi cations•. B eginning with the Level l ers of the Eng l i sh Puri 

tan Revol ut i on, a linkage was establ ish ed between freedom and the 

ownersh i p  of property. E���� were those who had enough proper

ty to put their own labor t o work, t hose therefore, not coercable 
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by the will of others. Voting rights far the new political 

system of classarchy was therefore restricted to E��m�U· In the 

abducti on schema of Man-as-Liber, as it functioned in Europe, the 

unmarked State, the key r epresentant, was no longer a single 

group as in patriarchy, but that of a category -- i. e .  the Ser-

vants/Almstakers category <Macpherson, 1962). Women, nat 

allowed to own property and the 11wards" of Freeman �were a part 

of the res extansa category; a key representant of "natural 

difference," the classificatory p r i ncip le of connaturaJ H:�. 

Man-as-Liber functioned as the analogical construct of the 

Absolute space and time of the Newtonian represented universe, 

the cogniti ve charter which now subtandad the socio-symbolic 
4 

universe. In its Lockean reformulation, the sovareignity of the 

�freem�� became that of the • soverei gn individual•. 

The partial freedom of the individual Freeman took preca-

dence over the freedom of the constituents of the social precess-

as-a-whole. This displacement cf logical type by which a member 

of the class can be erroneously substituted for the class of 
5 

classes was the key falsification, the area of the sacred and 

socially entrenched clause• <Gellner, 1974> crucial tc the dyna-

mic functioning of the laws of form of c�assarchy; tc its systems 

of accumulation, distribution and �elated modes gf calcula�i20• 

In the United States of America, as Jefferson revealed in 

the algebraic equation with which he represented Blacks as being 

able to acquire the rights of c i ti z ens (the vote> only through 
6 

breeding •upwards; through varying degrees of cwhitening�, the· 

key signifier of the status of Freeman was Q2� the ownership of 

property. Rather one got the vote as a naturally-Free-because-
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born-a-white man. The Man-as-Free-white-man construct needed, 

for its indication, the grounding distinction of the Black as 

naturally born-not-free-and-not-white. The America that Jeffer- 1 

son i nvented <Garry Wills, 1979> was a recycled mode of class-, 

archy in its EBss �TEMAN form. The Black-as-Negro functioned 

in American classarchy as Woman had functioned in patriarchy, as 

Incest had functioned as the key p�ohibition of patriarchy, 

one which sustained the indication �we-of-the-same-blood• as 

against the They-not-of-the-same-blood. In the same manner the 

prohibition of miscegenation also functioned to defin e naty� 

differg� as the bonding-and-defining principle of tha socio-

symbolic universe of North America. Miscegenation, like incest, 

functioned at the level of the r abduction schema .. as the prohibi-

tion of miscategorization, i.e., the cr ucial in junction against 

breaching the categories which subtand the laws of form of the 

order. Hence the rigidity of tha •native• cultural model of 

North American classarchy; a rigidity noted by the Eritrean 

anthrophologist As�aron Lagassaa 
.... 

"One .. of the many immutable prescriptive rules in 
America is tha classification of human beings into 
Blacks an d Whites. These ara mutually exclusive cate
gories in the sense that one cannot ba both Black and 
Whi ta at the s ame time. One cannot help but :·a 
impressed by the extreme rigidity of this n ativ e  model. 
It denies the fact that Blacks and Whites de marry and 
enter into elaborate illicit sexual liaisons. The myth 
of the two races is preserved by the simple rule that 
all the offspring._ of interracial unisons are automati
cally classified as Blacks. •• CAsmaron Lagesse, 1974; 
258) 

The world economic: world system set in place frcm the 

fifteenth century onwards was alsc banded and held in plac:a by 
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the constituting analogy of classarchy and its related catego-

r i es. Her e  the Freeman was naturall y -- Whi te-and-Western. 

Whilst this ind i c ation was secured by a strategy of symboli c 

inversion in which a series of excluded others <the unmarked 

state of the � �D§� categori es) represented and produced �a 

such at bath the symbol i c, theoret i cal and empirical levels of 

the order, the main representant of the gr oundi ng d i v i sion was 

again the Black, since he served to represent the Whi te-Western 

Freeman construct as the Norm of the Human , whilst African "non-

culture" served as tha symbol i c inver sion of Western culture as 
7 

the Norm of Human Culture • 

Hence tha centrality of the Blac k -White Distinction to the 

structuring code of classarchya 

"The black revolt aims at race as a code, at a 
laval more rad i ca l than economic explaitatian • • •  No 
ather culture besi des ours has produced the systematic 
distinction of Black and White. And thi s  distinction 
app l i es nat as an afterthought but as a structural 
element which i s  reproduced ever more dynami cally today 
under the appearances of a flattering liberal 
universali sm. And the objectification of the Bl ack as 
such is nat that of exploi ted labor power, but an 
objectification by the £22!• One can easi l y  verify 
that it is sustained by a whole arsenal of 
significations, irreduc i ble to economic and political 
determinati ons. The emanci pated and embourgeoisified 
black rema i ns a Black, just as the proletariani z ed 
immi grant remain s f i rst of all an immi grant , as the Jaw 
remai ns a Jew. Again the code re-emerges wi th more 
vi olence in everything that would seem to suppress 
it • • •  <Baudrillard, 1975:136). 

If the Bl ack-Whi te Distinction func tione d to fix the Major 

Referent and optative identity far all gr oups and races, the 

gender-distinction, man/woman functioned to repli ca t e  the repre-

sentatian of �natural Difference' which bands the order. enabli ng 

it to functi on as a sac i adi cy, i.e., an order whose empir i cal 
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everyday praxis justifies the ways of the order to itelf. 

the Black-White and the Bender distinction as wel l as t he related 

�naturalness� of heterosexua l ity to the �unnaturalness of all 

farms of nan-heterosexuality, served to �ybs��nti@!!�� the 

arder•s di�52Y�§� gf jy�ific��ion., The discourse articulated in 

the cognitive c harter of Liberal i sm, represen ts all social ly 

constituted inequalities and heira rchies as the •natural' result 

of varying degrees of innate Natural Meri t. Thi s  construct of 

Natural Merit functions, like the Divine sanction of tha European 

medieval world order, to legitimate the structure of social 

relations necessary to the reproduction and rep l ication of the 

Norm-status of the property-own i ng middle class. 

With the Russian Revolution however, a new intermediate 

caste, the intelligentsia as a class for-itsel f ,  redefined the 

'constituting anal ogy• of Man-as-Liber. The fre�m_en as Man-in

General was displaced by tha construct Labar-in-Beneral. In thE 

new variant of the middle class abduction schema , man is reprE 

sented as producin g himself through his labor, as defin ed by thi! 

labor-identity. Man•s productive-material-labor was now repre· 

sented as the single source of economic and of metaphysical huma1 

value. Whilst Man-as-Labar was b!�g�!S!!� equal , a new pow 

prestige order based on incremental levels of skill - traine 

skilled •tabor• was repr esen ted as incremen ts of unskilled labo 

-- disp l aced the earlier variant of degrees of ownershi p 

capital/Natural Reason. Since Man•s ident i ty as labor was gua 

ranteed by the cogn i tive charter of the •scientific truth� c 

Marx ism Leninism, the trained i n tell i gentsia, able to deciphe 
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this "truth" through their �correct consciousness� were legiti-

mated as the Vanguard-brain to the brawn of the working classes; 

as the new Norm-identity, the Party ideo l ogue , bear er of the 

correct discourse whose inverted Other was the Zek, the devia-

tiani st ; as the Kulak <B> was the inverted other of Man-as-Labar. 

Thus at the global leve l ,  the secular savereignity of the 

middle Western middleclass model of i den tity in bath variants was 

secured by a strategy of inversi on C9) in which a series of 

excluded others, represented and socially produced as such, at 

the symbol i c empirical and met�physical levels serve, by their 

patterns of interaction and normal everyday social praxis, to 

ver i fy the "l"'eal i ty•• of tha ord er as " demonstrab l y true"; its 

made of sociality as demonstrably "naturally" ar "histor ically 

predeterminedJ its "regime of truth " as u ni versally objective, as 

scientific and therefore unconditional, "truth''• 

As thought sytems derived from the underlying morphogenetic 

fantasy af classarchy, bath Liberalism and Marxism-Leninism 

I '
function as legitimat i ng d iscourses which inscribe and articulata 

the 11ragime of truth" <Foucaul t, 1980> an which the made of 

sociality of classarchy is based • .  , 

Feminisms which f unction within the frames of reference of 

the ''objective truth" of Liberalism or of the "sc i entific truth" 

of Marxim-Len inism, logically function to reinscribe and 

reinforce the vary system which compels women to signify ather-

ness, to put the code of the order into practice, into pl ay. 

An autonomous frame of reference, rather than protesting 

,against "mal e supremacy11 (Liberal feminism> or "capitalist supre

.! macy" <Marxist-Leninist feminism> !�ets out to deconstruct and 
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,,decode t h e  underlying morphogenetic fantasy which dictates multi

' ple modes of supremacy.:---including the discursive supremacy of 

vanguard f emi ni sts <usually middle cl ass ,  wh it e, and western euro

pean> over their inverted excluded others, i.e., those who lack 

the ser i es of norm-signifiers, and are non-middl e class, and/or 

non-white, and/or non-western european. tAn autonomous frame of 

,1 reference for femin i sm, paradoxical ly puts the di scours& of f ami-

nism itself into questi ony 

Notes Toward a Particular/Universal Feminism ---- ----- - ------------- ------

!n !� Q�n ��mg. 
"That this rupture can be in complicity with the Law 

or, rather , that it can constitute a paint of departure for even 

deeper changes • • •  that is the major probl em " < Kri steva , 1974:494> 

Alice Jardine quota the above statement in her introduction 

to Kristeva•s article 'Woman•s Time ' <in Signs, Val. 7, No. I., 

Aut. 1981:5). In a f ootnote Jard ine further explains that 

although Kri steva specifically referred, in that statement, to 

the •rupture•- madit by "ex periments-in poetic language at the end 

of the nineteent'h century••, the questi"on that she· poses, i .  a., 

rupture as a recycling of the Law of the abduction schema or 

rupture as ex odus , expatriation <Jefferson> and entry into the 

new--constitutes for Kristeva" the pr incipal focal point wher 

thinking about all major farces of change•• (Jardine, 1981:5 No. 

1). 

Thera are several tendencies in the discourse of contempc· 

rary feminism which promise a rupture constitutive of a point c· 
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departure outside of complicity with the Law. However, since 
!..· 

like all the movements of the Sixties, femin!�m functions as an 

autonomized particularity, rather than as a particularity consti-

tut i ve of a new non-middle class mode of universal i ty, th ese 

tendencies, can be �neutralized and reduced� by their conjuncture 

iwith one or the other l egitimating d i scourse as was the workers� 

movement of the nineteenth century <Baudrillard, 1975:152>1 and 

tha twentieth century movements of n ational and cultur al Libera-

tion i n  the Third World.:.-

If, as, Baudrillard argues, the meeting of a radical theory 

of revolution with an objective workers• movements lead to a 

situation in which each 'rati onalized in the image of the other' 

effected a short-c i rcuiting of the dialectic of revolution, this 

short-ci rcuiting has also been effected by the past-Sixties can-

juncture of the multipl e movements of intellectual and cu l tural 

Reformati on that erupted in North America and in Europe, with the 

recycled theories of Nee-Liber alism and Nee-Marxism. 

The shor t-circuiting of al l these global movements is the 

short-c i rcui ting of an emergent global papular cultural revolu-
1 

tion directed against the cu l tural savereignity of classarchy. 

Femin ism, in it 2� � is a con sti tut i ve p art of this world-

wi de papular cultural revolution. 

Such a revolution logically calls far a breakout from the 

order of classarchy, whether i n  its �free world� or 'Soviet 

Democracy' farms. Since the theoretical model s of Liberalism 

and of Marxism-Leninism function reflexly -- much as the immune 

system functions with respect to the physical body -- to defend 

the �order of t h i ngs' of their respective variants of s!��§��En�, 
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from whose laws of functioning they derive their correlative 
10 

conditions of existence, an autonomous frame of reference for 

feminism, must, logically call these models into question. 

Two such recent callings in question indicate a rupture 

attempting to free itself from the compli city of the Law. One of 

these is the call for pay for housewives and the call for �campa-

rable worth�, i.e., equal pay far the same jobs done regardless 

of gender distinction. The ether is the refusal to accept that 

definition of women�& sexuality which limits it to the repra-

sented Norm of genital heterosexuality. 

._) 
The farce of both of these questioning& lia/in the challenge 

that they make to the �bduc� !gg!s gf �� ��§tgm§ of �eeresen= 

��!!BnJ and the related mode of calculation and intra-evaluative 

competencies by which the hegemony, of the male over the female, 

of White over Black, middle class over non-middle cl ass, of tha 

West over the non-West, is legitimated. 

FEMINISM IN ITS OWN NAME AND THE FORM REPRESENTATION• 
------ -- --- - - -- --- - - -----

WOOLF'S CONSTRUCT OF THE LOOKING GLASS VISION 
--- ------ - - --- -- --

Marx, Baudrillard points out, settled accounts with the 

bourgeosia�s representation of bgmg e!E9D9mi£Y§ but left the form 

- 'representation� unanalysed. Yet, as Foucault argues, there 

can be no science of man except we study the ways in which, -from 

within the life that he lives, within the forms of production 

that governs that life, man ��2C�§��t§ to himself that li-fe. 

There is a disjuncture then between the £gem ecgdu�tig� and the 
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vA feminism in its awn name takes the fgcm �ge��§�O���!gn as 

,1the ab ject of its inquiry. Nat its sexuality or its role in the 

made of production but rather the representation made of these; 

and the role that these representations play in the legitimation 

of multiple forms of coercion, of social and psychic domination; 

its role then in the structuring code of the arderv/a code which, 

ta borrow Richard Dawkins paint with respect to the functioning 

of the genetic coda, uses its human agents as its �survival 

machines•, as the mechanisms through which it articulates its awn 

intentionality. CHinde, 1982:262) 

�A feminism in its awn nama directs ita revolt nat against 

1the agents of the code, male or capitalist supremacists, but 

1 against tha code itself.> Above all, it subverts the code by 

refusing ita awn prescribed role in the empirical articulation of 

its representations• in effect by coming aut of the closet, 

moving aut of our assigned categories. 

Far like the Black/White distinction, the gender-model dis

tinction is crucial to tha coda�s reproduction and replication. 

"The revolt of woman, .. Baudri l lard writes, "aims at the coda 

that makes the feminine a nan-marked term • • •  this revolt is no 

longer that of the ec:anamically exploited • • •  it aims at • • •  �hg 

imposition gf � £22!! !fb!ch insc:ri�2 �b.i! Q!:!!§ent §�13�!!9� gf 
sociai �emio�11en· It is this mark that the wamen�s revolt aims 

at, nat the claims, democratic: and rationalist, of political or 

sexual rights to equality • • •  � �b@ ��§§ian of �Q� �Q �h!! £gda 

that is, tha turning of the coda in �!!ic �aver, gut �h!! aboi!= 

tign gf �hg Eede". (Baudrillard, 1975:136> 
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WOObf 8�1! !HE bOOKING §b8§2 �!§!QN: 
ITS Q�� NA�s·) 

Wcclf•s 8 Begm gf QQ@�§ Q�n is the founding charter of a 

feminism in its awn nama. The revelation that she makes of the 

concrete coercive power of systems of representation remains 

unequalled. Before Bateson, her concept of the Looking Glass 

Vision had already analysed for us, the mode of functioning of 

the morphogenetic fantasy of classarchy; had seized the form 

representati on as the primary object of critical analysis. 

"Life for- both sexes", she wrote, "is arduous • • •  Mora 
than anything perhaps, creatures of illusion that we 
are, it calls for confidence in oneself • • •  And how can 

we begin to generate that imponderable quality most 
quickly? By thinking that other people are inferior to 
onesel f .  By thinking that one has � in� 
superiority--it may be wealth or rank, or a straight 
MD!$&, or the portrait of a grandfather by Romney--for 
ther-e is no end to the pathetic devices of the human 
imagination -- over- other- people. Hence the enormous 
importance to a patriarch who has to conquer, who has 
to rul•, of'feeling·that great numbers of people, half 
the human race, are � nature, inferior to himself. It 
must indeed be one of the chief sources of his power. 
Without that source of power, probably the earth would 
still �.. swamp and jungla. The gl ories of our wars 
would _,. unknown • • •  Supermen and fingers of destiny 
would ·never have ·exi·stad • • •  CM> irrors are essential to : . · L·.:f' - ·  ·-·t- . ,-

. t -· 

all Violent· and heroic ac:tions • • •  That is why Napoleon 
and·- Hus�ol i ni . insist . sa emphati'C:all y Upon the i n-f eri o
rity _o·t �womah for ff 'they were not in�arior, they would 
c:aasa · :td.y�nlarge;. · - That serves to explain in part the 
nacass�ty_-that women ara to men. And it serves to 
explai_n�_how rastlaiss they ara under her c�iticism. For 
u she' ' .  �egi ns � -�!!ll the Y:Ytl"!s . the f i gu�E! in the 

!.22�iml 9!�!! §h�in!s§, hi§ fit!l!!� f� lii!!' is gimi
ni§hed. How is ha to go on giving judgement, civi
lizt��-n�tivas, maki ng laws, wr i ti ng book�-tinless he 
can sea himself • • •  at twice the size he really is. The 
1 ooki ng glass vi si on · · is of supreme i mportanc:a because 
it charges the vitalities; it stimulates the nervous 
system. Take it away and man may be like the drug 
fiend depr i ved of his cocaine (Woolf, 1929:35-37) 
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FEM I N I SM I N  I TS OWN NAME : THE � BEG I NN I NG TO TELL THE TRUTH ' OF 

DALLA COSTA/JAMES AND MACK I NNON : ---- --------- - -------

Wi th the cal l f ar p ay f ar housewi ves , the Look i ng Gl ass 

beg an t a  � t e l l the truth � .  rh i s  cal l began as a movemen t i n  

I t al y i n  1 974 .-. < Davi s, 1 982 : 233 ) . The danger that th i s  c a l l 

r epresented to the syst em of repr esen tt i on of c l assarchy l ead ta 

the d efence of the � natur al • order af thi ngs , i . e . ,  the l i beral 

or der . There wer e  r eact i ve r esponses by Marx i st Len i n i st s ,  too .  

These responses sought ta theoret i cal l y  out l aw t h i s her esy . 

Ch arn i e  Guettal ' s  cogent and wel l argued book l et --Marx i sm �� 

f!m!ni§m , Ontar i o ,  1974 -- � s an ex cel l ent ex amp l e of the d i scur-

1 si va strateg i es by wh i ch the heresy of the pay-f ar -housewi ves 

cal l was c ontai n ed , by the abduct i ve l og i c  of Marx i sm Len i n i sm . >  

'' Another strategy wh i ch star ts f rom woman • s  rol a as 
house keeper " .  Guettel wrot e ,  1' i s  the movement f or 
st ate pay f ar wi ves and mother s wh i ch somet i mes j ust i 
f i es i tsel f  i n  the name of Marx i st economi cs . ._I t s  mast 

. r ecent prop onents are Manarosa dal l a  Casta and Se l ma 
. James ., . By Dal l a  Casta � s  l og i c ,  women shoul d be remune

f ar r educ i ng l ab or power , f ar e!Cfg�m!ng mai nte-
h ares ar c re an us a • u 1 n Marxi-st 

@Sg[!gmi � dg Q� cal l r eproduct i on  of-the �amlly 
� p roduct i on �  rec i sal y bec ause i t  cannot fiaiiaen--unllfs·s 

the f am1 y 1 s  su:partad by someone engaged in Qtgduc= 
t i an ,  whether i t  be tha man , the wom an  ar bath . Hause-- .. 1 ----

- attar haw much wor k i s  i nvol ved is s __ 

Y!!e�eguctivg sen sumpt i an ecanom1 ca ly speak i ng .  I n so
f ar as woman I s  rel egated � the §Qbg�� gf 59!!�YIDP�ia[! 
b�C e��C !§ reduced . Measures must be taken t h at 
d ecrease wom en � s  rol e as r eproducer r ather than sol i 
d i f y  here i n  that p l ace " < Guette l , 1 980 : 48> 

Wh at we must nate hare i s  the rep���n!��!e!! by the d i s-

course , af h2Y§�gck as the Lack i n g Gl ass Vi si on of the • r eal • 

act i vi t y ,  i . e . , of ece2YE!i2D• And the abducti on schema af :.-

! Marx i sm Leninism which i s based an the central concept af ex p l a i -

t at i on-- i . e . ,  Labar i s  t h e  true sour c e o f  val ue , p r of i t ex p r a-
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pr i atad by the cap i tal i sts , i s  the � sur p l us �  val ue that res u l ts 

from the ex t r a  val ua of the wor k er � s  l ab or power , and the l esser 

wages pai d h i m by the employer -- unr avel s when the housewi ves , ' 

cal l i ng f or pay , sugg est s that • ex p l o i tat i on • takes p l ace i n  

mul t i p l e f orms i nsi de and outsi de the f actory , ou tsi d e  the p r o-

cess of p r oduct i on ;  wh i ch theref ore suggests that the acc umu l a-

t i on of val ue through prod ucti on i s  a subset of mul t i p l e gl obal 

an d societ al processes of such accumul at i on .: 

Thus Angel a Davi s ,  al though mor e sympathet i c to the ca l l ,  

must by the l og ic of her d i scourse , al so st i gmat i z e the house-

wi ves • cal l f or the heresy that i t  i s . Sh e too reasse rts an or der 

of .val ue between real produc t i ve 1 abor , ( t he res cog i tans cate-

gor y >  and mere mai ntenance < t he res ex t ensa c at egory ) .  

J 11 The deman d that hausewi ves be pai d "  she wr i t es " i s  b ased on 

the assu mp t i on that they produce a commodi ty as i mportant and 

val uab l e  as the commod i t i es that thei r husbands produce an the 

j ob • • •  < But hausewor k >  • • •  cannot be def i ned as an i nt egral campo-

nent of c ap! tal i st product i on .  I t  i s  r ather rel ated to praduc-

t i on as a e��condi t i an • • •  The cap i tal i st presupposes a body of 

ex p l oi t ab l e  wor ker� . . . .. < Davi s, 1 982 1 234-235) 

MODES OF CALCULAT I ON AND THE CLOSED SYSTEMS OF ABDUCT I VE THOUGHT 1 --- -- ---- -- -- --- ---- -- ------ ---

Both Guet tal and Davi s go d i rect l y  to the cruc i al pai n t . 

Far wh at is at i ssue h er e  i s  the ent i r e  l og i c  of c l assarchy � s  

, d i scourse of just i f i cat i on ,  and of the r e l ated m� 

1 �l cul��!en an d l aws of d i str i but i on wh i ch enab l e  the rep l i cat i on 

and r ep r od uc t i on of the g l obal domi nat i on of t h e  midd l e  c l as ses . �  

For the proposal o f  pay f ar housewor k c al l s  i nt o  quest i on a 

mod � gf £�l cylat!gn by wh i ch un t i l  h i t hert o , housewi ves war e not 
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pai d ;  b y  wh i ch women and other c�� �x t��� categor i es coul d n ot 

: get � comp ar ab l e wor t h � remun er at i on .  And yet un t i l  t h e  women ' s 

chal l enges that mode of cal cul at i on h ad seemed ob j ect i ve l y ex ac t 

an d un con d i t i on a l . 

I f  we not a the c l ose paral l el bet ween t h e  r epr esent at i on of 

the housewi ves � mere mai nten ance rol e and that of the Th i rd 

wor l d ,  as on l y  b e i n g  en gag ed i n  the l esser product i on of � raw 

mat er i al s �  as con t rasted t o t h e  � real � product i ve act i vi ty of the 

Fi rst Wor l d ,  the po i n t of the Marx i st-Len i n i st d i st i nc t i on beg i n s  

t o  emer ge . Far except an order of val ue i s  k ept between �real � 

product i on ,  and the rest of the rel ated process -- as-a-whol e i n  

whose c ontex t  the act i vi ty of cpraduc t i an •  t a k es p l ace , an i n so-

l ub l e  prob l em woul d ar i se .  By which mad e of cal cul at i on i s  the 

gl obal soc i al product , and the accumul ated val ue produced by the 

c oord i n at i on of the mul t i p l e  contr i but i n g act i vi t i es of a l l 
� 

peop l es ,
� 

be rati onal l y red i st r i buted? Haw c an mul t i p l e f actors , 

each symb i ot i c al l y  provi d i ng the cond i t i ons of ex i stence f or the 

ath er , none real i z ab l e wi thout the network of the other s ,  b e  

assessed ob j ecti vel y? How el se , �ge� by a mgde of ��!s�ign 
wh i ch el ects gog of th e mul t i p l e  f actor s as the Maj or Ref er en t  

and General equi val ent of Di str i buti on - t h e  i nvestor o f  c ap i tal 

i n the case of the cap i tal i st mod e of cal cul at i on ;  the owner of 

Labor-Val ue i n  the case of the Labor i st mode of cal cul at i on? 

I t  i s  her e t hat the abducti on sch ema of c l assarchy p l ays a 

determi n i n g rol e .  For the S i ng l e  Fac tor sel ected , is , i n  both 

cases , i somorph i c wi th the Norm st atus char acter i st i c ,  of the 
12 

power p r est i ge or der of bath var i ants of c l assarch y ;  i somer-
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, ph i c then wi th the Ma j or Soc i al Ref eren t ,  ab out wh i ch the sac i a-

' symbol i c  un i ver se of each var i ant of c l assar ch y i s organ i z ed .  
Si nce p r operty/cap i tal i s  the si gn i f i er of the Norm i n on e 

case and l ab or the si gn i f i er of the Norm i n  the other , the pro-

cess of product i on i n  wh i ch these f ac tor s appear central must be 

i nd i cated as the mar ked state . Thus as Cut l er ,  Hi ndess , and 

Hi rst pai nt out , �he Marx i an d i scour se wh i ch represents produc

t i ve Labor as tha Si ng l e  Source of val ue and abso l ute Ref eren t 

must f unct i on as a tautol og i cal an d c l osed d i sc ourse , wh i ch 

presupposes l abor t i me as the General Equi val ent of val ue �. an d 

then •• proves•• i ts presupposi t i on :  

••Marx , 11 they wr i te 11 concei vas ex change as an equa
t i on ,  as • the i dent i ty of d i st i nct' commod i t i es i n  a 
th i rd term wh i ch i s  a property common to both . Why 
must ex change be an equat i on? Why must ana def i n i te 
property ·:,· U abor-t i me )  be the f orm in wh i ch i t  i s  
attai ned • • •  ? Ex change must ll!!! 59!lsei ygg � eguat i on 
i f  the ·di scourse of capi tal i s  to produce i ts part i cu
l ar  c oncept of val ue • • •  that concept • • •  necessary to the 
theory of .; ' §yrg l ys V§l y� ' .  Ex-change must be concei ved 
i n  t erms· Of' l abor-t i m� ;  the equat i on of l abor-ti me§ , i -f  
Marx "s concept of val ue i s  t o  b a  possi b l e .  Thus 
l abor-tfma � ·-' and val ue as catagar i es hegeman i sa _ i n the 
di scourse �  the ·· anal ysi s ·' - · of . . ax change
proparti�anai i ty • • •  What , makes r at i os i n  whi ch goods 
exc:tiangli· ; ' '·agai,nst erie . another- . .  necessary · ,  r�thar than 
i nci dantia(? , '; WJi�at · makes these pecassary proporti ons the 
f orms ;M' .equat i ons of l abor-t'i mes? � � .  I n  �!!el tal val ue 
i s  a �Qncept wh i ch both ax p l ai ns • • •  and goas beyond 
ex chaQge=ral at i ons. The reason f or thi sJ2riecessary 
proporti onal i ty i n  ex change , and thi s equat i on of 
l abcir-t t·ma!:f-'wh i ch under l i es· i t  - i s  the· '1 1-aw · df val ue " as 
a l aw of d i str i but i on of soc i al l abor • • •  I t  i s  al so 
necessary' '. to · al l systems of soc i al product i on .  In t h e  
case of th i s  • 1 aw ' t aki ng the f orm o f  val ue ( val ue-i n
ex change ) i t  ex p resses th e f act of the d i vi si an . and the 
i nterdependence of the memb ers of the soc i ety as i nde
p endent produc ers . Why shoul d the members of th i s 
soc i ety be un i ted by the �gyat!en gf th�!C d i vi dg� 
��ee�§? Why shoul d they , i . e . ,  t hei r l ab ors , be equate1 
and equated as l abor-ti mes? These quest i ons pose the 
prob l ems of t h e  f oundat i on of the f orm of ttie measur e 
C l abor-t i ma )  • • • 

---- ----
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Mar M ' s c oncept of eM chan g e  as equat i on ma kes 
p oss i b l e a def i n i t e r ange of quest i on s  conc ern i n g  
prof i t s . I f  prof i t  i s  d efined a s  the d i f f eren ce 
between t h e  r ecei p t s f r om the sal e o f  the produ c t  an d 
the c ost of production i t  may be as k ed wh at determ i n es 
th i s  d i f f eren c e? Var i ous econom i c theor i es at t emp t t o  
g i v e  a sin g l e  gener al eM p l an at i on of the d i f f er en c e  and 
to conn ec t  i t  wi th the " r ev enues " of the d i f f er en t  
classes or " f ac tor s " entering i nto pr oduc tion . Thu s 
prof i t  may b e  c onceived as the r eturn en the f a c tor of 
produ cti on ' capit al c as the r eward f or entrepr eneur i al 
sk i l l and as compen sat i on f or r i sk ta k i ng . A l l t h ese 

eM p l ana t i ons are domi nated by a EEOS��!gn gf gg�cg�gi s  
c!gb� i n  th at t hey suppose ' prof i t c i s  the r eward for 
effort spen t ,  opportuni ties foregone or r i sks t a ken : 
such act i ons b y  the possessors of c ap i tal or sk i l l  
requi re �ui t� ��n� of � �ugh� sommensur a�� gc 
�94!Val e� nature • • •  Capital , i n  concei ving ex change as 
the equation of l abor-t i mas • • •  sets the cond i t i on f or 
d i scover i ng t he or 1 g 1 n  of �2!!� in l a bor 
times • • •  Cen tral al so is the nat i on tha t  th e soci al l y 
necessary l a bor-time contr i butions of the p roduce rs 
d etermi n e  the rat i os in wh i ch commod i t i es exchan g e , that 
the product can be represen ted as a tot al i ty of l abor
t i mes • • •  This form and th i s f ounda t i on enabl e Marx to 
define the pr obl em of the determi nants of prof i t  i n  
such a way as to ascr i be it to an or i g in i n  the l abor 
contribut i ons of the pr oducers to t he product • • •  Wi t hout 
this mea sure • • •  th era c an be no ef fecti ve theory of 
surp lu s  val ue • • •  If 20� do�� 02� ��ek � §!Og!g g�n���! 
determinant of pr ofit , rej ec t i ng Marx i st and orthodox 
general accounts of the i r  or i gin and acce p t i ng that th e 
prof i t s cap i tal i st s  ent erp r i ses ����!!� m��g b��� ng 
§!ogl e or igi n • • •  th en . there c an be no � e�!e�! r eas on t o  
conceive ex change i n  thi s way . " ( Cut l er ,  Hi ndess , 
Hirst , 1 977 Vol . 1 : 1 7- 1 9 )  

S I NGLE OR I G I N  OF PROF I T? O R  MULT I PLE DETERM I NANTS? 

Here the cal l , as Da l l a  Cost a puts i t ,  f or the housawi f e '" s "  

pr oduct i on of l abor power t o  be r ewar ded , f i nds i t s t h eoret i ca l  

l eg itimat i on a s  o n e  f actor i n  the mul t i p l e determi n an t s  of p ro-

fits . Thi s l i n ks the part i cul ar perspect i ve of f emi n i sm to t h e  

per spect i v es of t h e  mul t i p l e  res extensa cat egor i es who f un c t i on 

i n  the proc ess-as -a-wh ol e .  And i f ,  as Sami r Ami n p oi n t s  out , a 

Wes ter n-cen ter ed Mar x i sm ,  b y  pr i v i l eg i ng p r od uct i on a s  t h e  si t e  
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of the acc umul at i on of val ue , over sees t h e  mu l t i p l e  f ac t or s  of 

accumul at i on i n  the g l ob al pr ocess-as-a-whal e ,  Anuar Abdel Ma l ek ,  

f rom the p erspec t i ve of the non-West ern p eop l es ,  has a l so p ain ted 

to t h e  same oversi ght of the g l obal -pr ocess-of -accumul at i on ,  an 

over si ght enab l ed by the Li beral and Marx i an pr i vi l eg i n g  of 

P prcduc t i ve-l abor � as the source of accumul ati on. 

The West ern world-system as i t  ex i sts t od ay , Anuar Ab del 

Mal ek wri tes, began with the west • s  mfl i tary expansion from the 

t i me of tha Crusades onwards. 
' 

Wi �h the dest ruc t i on of al l 

·al tlirnati va cul tural systems and systems of power , the West 
, ;; 

af f ected a sustained process of coerced accumul at i on f rom the 

rio-;:a-Western wor l d over • centuries of da.!fti nation " .  Vat the same 

marginaliz at i on that Guattal af f ects with th e accumul ation -role of 

the housewi f e  i s  ef f ected b y  Western revol utionary theory wi th 

respect to that of the nan-Wast . 
1.-

Far i n  i ts syst em of 

representat i on Marx i sm-Len i n i sm d i splaces the c l ass of cl asses--

the h i stor i cal g l obal process b y  wh i ch a si ng l e  networ k of ac cu-

mulat i on was f orci bly i ns�al l ed ,  wi th al l the peop l es of the 

p l anet harnessed to the accumul ation-proj ect that def i nes the 

mi dd l e  c l ass , model-of -identity
.

their l if e  acti vi ties f orc i b l y  

geared to the tel os of ac cumul at i on through the i nterdependen t 

processes of production, con sumption and c i rcul at i on -- wi th a 

member of the c l ass , ie . e , the product i ve p r ocess of the West . l-

Thus Anuar Abdel Mal ek p oints aut , Western revol ut i onary 

theory remai ns f i x ated on the construc t  of � cap i t a l i st surp l us 

val ue � as if • the main th i ng i n  the histor y of man kind were the 

l ast stage of the c l ass st rugg l e  i n  class soc i et i es ,  dur i ng wh i ch 

the cap i tal i st s  wer e to ex p l oi t  t h e  wor k er s '' < Anuar Abdel Mal ek , 
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1 979 > . �i th th i s �ep�esentat i on ,  a l l non-Weste�n movements ar e 

\ r ep � esen ted as marg i n al c ompared to t h e  r eal c l ass st� ugg l e  of 

t h e  West e� n prol et ar i at ;  i n  the same way as housew i ves � wor k 

i s  �ep� esen t ed as mer e ma i n t en an c e . ·  Th i s  rep r esentat i on enab l es 

the i mp os i t i on of a p ower p r est i ge or d er of d i f f eren t i a l va l ue 

b et ween the West er n c l ass strugg l e ,  the Bl ac k r ace strugg l e , t h e  

str ugg l e  ag ai n st sex i sm ,  and non-West ern n at i on al -cul t ural st rug-

g l es .  An d t h e  abduc t i ve l og i c of t h e  theory responds t o  the 

f r ame of r ef er en c e  of the c onst i tut i ng ana l og y  of man-as- l abor . 

The f rame of ref erence of Man -as-Lab er , as the con st i tut i ng 

an a l ogy i mp l i c i t  i n  t h e  d i sc our se of Guettel an d Dav i s ,  must 

l og i c al l y  pr i v i l ege the proc ess of p r o d uc t i on , accord i ng to the 

l aws of i t s ab d uc t i ve l og i c .  �or i n  the ab d uc t i on sch ema of 
I 

Marx i sm-Len i n i sm ,  man def i nes h i msel f as human b y  the process i n  

i wh i ch he produces-h i msel f -as-va l ue �  Equal l y  i n  the ab d uc t i on 

schema of L i beral i sm the wor k -product i ve et h i c  and si t e  i s  

i mperat i ve i f  man i s  to � p r ove � the d e g r ees of Grace , Natur a l  

Reason , Natur al Mer i t al l otted h i m .  :Both d i scourses must then 

l f unc t i on ,  above al l ,  to " produce • Product i on as the General 

Equi val ent of al l the contr i but i ng proc esses ; t o  represent i ts 

• ac c i dental property • as the f i x ed r ef er ence .·-

Th e t autol og i c al pai nt of thi s i s captu�ed by a poi nt made 

by Kr i p ke: 

• • •  Wi t tgenstei n says someth i ng very puz z l i ng about 
th i s . He says : " There i s  one t h i ng of wh i ch ana can 
say nei ther that i t  i s  one meter l ong nor that it i s  
not one met er l ong , and that i s  the st and ard met er i n  
Par i s • • •  I t h i n k  he must be wrong • • •  Part of tha pr ob l em 
wh i ch i s  bother i ng Wi t t g enste i n  i s , of cour se that th i s 
sti c k  serves as � !!�!!!!�!!!:!:[ of l en�b !!nd !!9 � �..:_� 
��!�ut� !�ng�tl to !� . . .  But t her e i s  no reason to so 
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conc l ude • • •  Far he � s  using thi s d e� i n i t i on not to g!�� 
the m�n i ng 0� what he c a l l ed the � meter ' but to f i x  
the raf erenc e  • • • He uses i t  to f i x  a ref erenc e . !hg� l§ � certain �eng�n �h!Eh b� ��nt s �9 �k gy� . He 
mar k s  i t  out wi th � acci��otal e�g��� name l y that 
thg!:!! i s  � st i c k  of that l!!!!�b. - �gmggQ!! gl�� m!ght 
mar k aut the same ref erence by another acc i den t a l  
property . "  < Kr i p k e , 1 972 , 274 ) 

Yet wi th the production -p rocess as the f i x ed re� eren t , the 

equal ex pen d i tur es of thei r l i f e potenti al i t i es ,  contr i buted by 

housewives an d the Th i rd Wor l d ,  wi th thei r l i f e act i vi t i es 

pr oduc i ng the c ondi t i ons of existence f or the product i on proc ess 

as the p r oduc t i on process provi des the c ond i t i ons of ex i stence 

for thei r processes , had l ogical l y  to be cal cul ated as of minimal 

val ue . 

Such a mode of cal culati on l og i cal l y  l ead to the l i n ked 

processes of enri chment an d of i mpover i shment . Barbara Ward gava 

the f i gures of th i s soc i al l y  produced rati o of d i f f erence bet ween 

the F i r st and the Th i rd Wor l d ,  and h er f i gures were quoted b y 

Nyerere : 

Seventy percent of the wor l d � s popul at i on--t he 
Th i rd Wor l d--command s  together no mare than t wel ve 
per cent of the Gr ass Wor l d Product . Ei ghty percent of 
the wor l d ' s trade and i nvestmen t , n i net y-three percent 
of i ts i ndustry , and al most !QQ e�r�Q1 of � c��csb 
i s  control l ed • • •  by the ��c!al r i co . The i ncome gap 
i s  get t i ng wider , even between the i ndustr i al i z ed and 
so-cal l ed '' h i gher-i ncome 11 Th i rd Wor l d  countries . < Ward 
q uoted by Jul i us Nyerer e ,  1 980 ) 

Th i s  r at i o of d i f f erence f i nds i ts paral l el i n  the recent l y  

n ot ed � f emi n i z at i on of p overty • , even i n the recen t  � c omp arab l e 

wor th ' disput e where the met aphysi cs of the man as the � r eal � 

br ead wi nner , C Guettel > set s  up an order of val ue between 

respecti ve l i f e  ex pend i tures . I n  al l cases i t  i s  c l ear that the 

mode o� cal cul at i on respond s to the ab duct i ve l og i c of the 
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cons� i t u� i n g anal ogy and i � s r e l ated morp hog enet i c  f an t asy . 

The cal l f ar equal pay f or housewi ves , and f or • comparab l e  

p ay chal l enges , by i mp l i cati on , �he syst em of 

represent at i on of c l assarch y and �he l ogi c of the c l osed 

th eoret i cal syst ems wh i ch make th i s  mode of c a l cu l at i on ,  

• c a l cul abl e • .  The cal l f ar housewi ves and equal pay thr aa�er 

ab ove al l ,  t o  unf i x  the Ref erent . 

Unf i x i ng tb! Ref erent : 

§�§te!!!§ l  

Wi thi n the abducti on schema o f  c l assarchy , the Soc i al 

Ref erent of c l ass supremac y i s  nowher e more f i r m l y  f i xed than i n  

the f orm of race,, i . e . ,  Bl ac k/Wh i � e ,  and i n  the f orm of 

sex ual i ty-di f f erence . Homosex ual i ty w i th i ts • arsenal of si gn i -

f i c at i an s • i nher i ted f rom Chr i st i an i t y ,  p l ays , at the deep races-

ses of the p syche , a c entral rol e i n  the representation of 

• natural d i f f erence • , i . e . ,  of b i nary d i st i ncti on between • natu-

ral • heter osex ual i ty and •unnatural h amosax ual i � y .  Nowher e i s  
' 

the Norm Ref erent of the • natur al ' mor a f i rml y f i x ed that i n  �he 
. . . . !,:. �-

representati on of heterosex ual:i. ty . 
. -� �� :..i:- . -� .• ·· 

Hare the si gn i f i cat i on system of the • natur al ' i s  hard w i red 

i n  the deep roots of the cul ture . As Schnei d er poi nts out , 

Amer i c ans thi n k  thei r soc i al ord er on the anal ogy of the 

• n atural • 

" • • •  i n  Amer i c an cul tura • • •  i t  i s  man '� s  p l ace to domi nate 
nat ura , �o con � r a l  i � ,  t o  u s e  na�ura • s  p ower s  f or h i s 
own ends • • •  In Amer i c an c u l tur e man • s  f at e  i s  seen as 
one whi ch f ol l ows the i n j unc t i on ,  Master Natur a .  H i s 
sc i en c e  and �echnol ogy and much of h i s l i f e  i s  d evoted 
to that task . In Amer i c an cul ture man i s  def i n ed as 
bai ng �a much !! e!!r t of n��!:!!:!!.a. ob!!�!.ng 11:1!! !�� !:l 

26 



n��� j ust l i k e ever yth i ng el se . The ant i t h esi s of 
the f i rst p ar agraph i s  thus den i ed i n  the sec on d • • •  C The 
l atter i s > one p art of natur e w i t h wh i ch man h as made 
h i s peace and i n  ter ms of wh i ch he i s  content to f i nd 
h i s f at e .  What i s  out there i n  n at ur e ,  says the 
def i n i t i ons of Amer i can cul tur e ,  i s  what k i n sh i p i s. 
Ki o�h!2 i s �hg �lggg �g!��!gn§h!2L �hg f�£� gf �h���g 
b i gggo�t i c  �ub stans� · Ki n sh i p  i s th e  mather � s  b end of 
f l esh and b l ood wi th her c h i l d ,  and her mat ernal 
i nst i nct i s  her l ove f or i t .  Th i s  i s  nature ; these ar e 
natural th i ngs; th ese ar e � the ways of natur e � .  To be 
otherwi se i s  unn atura l , ar t i f i c i al ,  c ontrary to 
natur e . "  ( Schnei der , 1 968 : 1 07> 

The second � rup ture that attemp ts t o  c oncep t ual i z e a 

f emi n i sm i n  i t s own name , to move outsi de the ' comp l i c i ty of the 

Law i s  that of Cathr i ne MacKi nnon . Her d i sc our se ref uses the 

Fi x ed si ng l e  Ref erent of het er osex ual i t y ,  as the housewi ves c cal l 

f ar wages ref uses the Fi x ed Ref erent of ' produc t i ve Labor e .  Both 

' ruptures ' move i n  the arena of Wool f ' s an al ysi s ,  comi ng out of 

the c l oset of the c l osed syst ems of the l eg i t i mat i ng d i sc ourses 

of c l assar ch y .  

Ref eren t . 

Both rup tures tend , then , to unf i x  the Si ng l e  

As Mac k i nnon notes , the part i al representat i on of the pat en-
-------. 

t i al sex ual range of f emal e  sex ual r esponses , en ab l es a made of 

measur ement wh i ch estab l i shes heterosex ual i ty as the Gener al 

Equi val ent of sex ual i ty ,  as the ma j or ref erent . Wh en she wr i tes 

1 that the • poi nt i s  to avoi d measur i ng Lesb i an sex ua l i ty ,  h ence 
I 

; women " s  sex ual i ty ,  by heter osex ual • < i . e . , mal e-def i ned )  st an
t 
I 
dar d s ,  she ,  h owever , , l ets s l i p  b y  the real ruptur e ,  i . e . ,  the 

chanc e to rel at i vi z e the Ref erent , to decon struct i ts unc on d i -

t i on al i ty .  Thus women ' s  sex ua l i ty wou l d b e  h er e  a c l ass of 

c l asses ab l e to c ontai n both Lesb i an and het erosex ual i t y as 

d i f f eren t  f orms of each ot h er . 
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I n  t h i s  cont ex t the t aboo on Lesi an sex ua l i t y wou l d resu l t 

not sa muc h bec ause i t  threaten s to " make men sex ual l y  

i rrel evant " but f or mare f r om the f act that i t  unf i x es an d 

rel at i v i z es both het erosex ual i ty as the gen eral Equi val ent of 

Sex ual i ty ,  an d at a mara comp l ex l aval , i t  d acanstr uct s an d 

, ral at i vi z es al l General equi val ents of i dent i ty ; rel at i vi z es al l 

ref er ent s . -

Thus t o  coma out of the c l oset a s  a Lesb i an -- or as a Bl ac k 

who bef or e had worn wh i te masks -- i s  nat SO ' much to d ec l ar e  

" l ass o f  mal e sex u�l access , .. a concep t wh i ch st i l l  moves i n  t h e  

pr oper ty-r i ghts sch ema o f  c l assarch y ,  but i s  f ar mare t o  breach 

the great macro-d i st i nc t i on of Natural and Un natural , t o  breach 
' 

the d i st i nc t i on b etween the Norm res cog i t ans < product i ve l ab or , 

heterosex ual i t y >  and the pari ah res ex tensa ( mai ntenan c e-

housewor k ,  Bl ackness , l esb i an i sm )  categor i es .? 

An d i n  her anal ysi s of the rel at i on bet ween a Femi n i st 

Stud i es st i gmat i z ed as " sub ject i ve • -, ·  as the symbol i c  i n versi on of 

the r epr esented ob j ect i vi ty of the f rame of ref erence of the 
. . �·· . . : . 

order , McKi nnan • s theoret i cal i y _braaches j ust such a d i s t i nct i on . . · ,� - i l  . .  3 .. 

Instead of d i sput i ng the " sub j ect i ve '  st i gma - she cal l s  i n  ques

t i on the r ep resented un i ver sal i t y of• th� st i gmat i z er s .  

11 Pemi ni sm , 11 she wr i tes , " does nat sea th i s vi ew as 

sub j ec t i ve , par t i al or un determi n ed ,  Qy! �§ � s�itlg�� of ��! 

I t  st an ds as a cr i t i que of the p ar t i al i t y ,  

spec i f i c al l y of the mascul i n i ty of such vi ews ; and f i n al l y  as a 
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cr i t i que of the i mperat i ve f or un i ver sal i t y i t sel f :  of aper-

spect i v i ty as a strat eg y of ma l e hegemon y . .. < MacKi nnon , unpub-

1 i shed ms . : 4 1 > 

1 ,I f we transpose the term Norm hegemony f ar the c on struct 

mal e hegemony , the •• un i ver sal i ty and p art i al i t y .. of pr i or account s 

can b a  grasped nat as the part i cul ar perspec t i ve of i nd i vi dual 

, men , but rather as that of the const i tut i ng an al ogy Man-as-Li ber ,  

a per spect i ve - wh i ch art i cul ated i ts di scourse through i ts Nor m 

agents . '-� I n  th i s  con te_x.t her f ormul at i on of the i n terre l at i on 

between systems of ,power and systems of representat i on ,  real i z es 

Ki r i stava � s  cal l f ar a f emi n i sm ab l e  to cal l i n  quest i on the ver y 

apparatus af , the order . ( Kr i steva 11 1 98 1 > 

McKi nnon f i rst quotes Si mone de Baauva i r :  .. Representat i on s 

of the wor l d 11 Da Beauvai r  wrot e 11 l i ke the world i tsel f ,  i s  the 

wor k of men ; they descr i be i t  f rom thei r own p o i n t  of v i ew , wh i c h 

they c onf use wi th absol ut·e truth c .  

McKi nnon comment s :  

11 The i ssue suggests that the paral l el bet ween represen
tat i on and c onstruc t i on shoul d be sustai ned ; t h at men 
create the wor l d f rom thei r own pai nt of vi ew that th i s 
then becomes the t r uth to be descr i bed .  Th i s i s  a 
c l osed syst em , not anyone c s  conf usi on . Power to creat e 
t h e  wor l d  from on e ' s  own poi nt of v i ew i s  the parad i g m 
of power i n  i ts mal e f orm. .. < MacKi nn on , Unpub l i shed 
MS . 1 4 U 

However as we have seen i n the case of Guettel and Davi s ,  

t h e  power t o  create the wor l d  from a poi nt of v i ew i s  oat so much 
i � 

the power of mal es or of f emal e s ,  b ut rather that of a soc i a l  

group , - whose norm poi nt of vi ew i t  i s ; the pai nt of vi ew o f  a 

29 



c l ass ;  of i t s cul tur al syst em . )  Hera the poi nt of vi ew i s  dual l y 

ob j ect i v� -- i t  i s  the poi nt of v i ew of t h e  c on struc t  Man -as-

Labor , and §Ub ject i ve ,  that i s , the f rame of r ef erence of women ,  

in thei r i mp l i c i t ,  c l ass i dent i t y .  And i f  Davi s c  pai nt o f  vi ew 

i s  more f l ex i b l e  t h an that of Buett e l  i t  i s  prec i sel y bec ause sh e 

must ex p er i enti al l y  move i n  mul t i pl e  f r ames of ref erence , onl y 

,. ;.  
an a wh i ch ,  that of the i ntel l i gentsi a ,  i s  the f r ame of r ef er en c e  

, 

of the Norm .  

Hen ce Davi s i s  ab l e  to chart t h e  dangers of a Femi n i sm that , 

Li b eral or nee-Li beral , becomes c i mmured i n  a n arrow , p r ov i nc i a-

l i sm '  or that att empts to d i sp l ace the cl ass of c l asses , i . e . ,  

mul t i p l e f arms of supremac y ,  wi th a memb er of i ts c l ass , i . e . ,  

sex i sm .  

Here too Buettel c s Marx i st per spect i ve c al l s  i n  quest i on t h e  

st rat egy by wh i ch Shul ami th Fi rest one att emp t s  t o  make t h e  sex i sm 

di scour se acqui re d i scursi ve supremacy ;  to , i n  f act , make i t ,  

l i ke t h e  Marx i st d i sc our se , the gen eral equi val ent of a l l mod es 

of c ap p r essi an c . 

11 Fcr Fi rest one al l ather oppressi ons st em f r om the or i g i nal 

oppressi on of the p atr i archal f�Y�· Far ex amp l e r ac i sm i s  a 

j ust i f i c at i on f or wh i t es treat i ng the b l ac ks l i ke chi l dren i n  t h e  

� f ami l y  o f  man ' . 11 Th i s k i nd of f emi n i st anal ysi s ,  Guet t e l  then 

pai n t s  out by margi nal i z i ng rac i sm , l og i cal l y  i gnores the spec i a l  

p osi t i on o f  Bl ac k women i n  a sex i st ,  r ac i st and c l ass soc i ety . 

C Suettel , 1 974 > The paradox i s  th at F i r est one c s  sex i sm-model 

r een act s the aut on am i z ed l abor-mod el i n  whose contex t Guet t e l  

makes her cr i t i que . 

Th e c onsequence f or a f emi n i sm - i n � i t s-own-name of aut ono-
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m i z i ng a sex i st f r ame of r ef er enc e as an en t i t y i n  i t sel f , r ather 

than as one spec i f i c  f o� of r es i st anc e to t h e  syst em of soc i al 

domi n at i on as a whol e ,  i s  that of f al l i ng i nto the i deol og y of 

a l l modes of aut on omi z at i on < Baud r i l l ar d , 1 975 : 1 48 ) . Th i s  t h en 

makes i t  d i f f i cul t f or a f emi n i sm i n  i ts own name to ma k e  that 

f i nal thrust t o  c onceptual i z e i tsel f outs i de of the comp l i c i t y of 

the l aw .  

For what t h e  spec i al posi t i on o f  th e  Bl ac k woman suggests , 

and tha h i story of that posi t i on ,  i s  that the Marx i an concept of 

ex p l oi tat i on ,  i s  on l y  one f arm of mul t i p l e  mech an i sms of c oerc i on 

and of domi nat i on .  And as Fouc aul t suggest s ,  these f orms of 

coerc i on ex i st and are i mp l ement ed at al l l evel s of the soc i ety ;  

and w e  are al l i n vol ved as coarcer s  and c oer c ed i n  a comp l ex 

syst em whose system of r epresen t at i ons and abduct i on schema them-

sel ves c oer ce us . ( Fouc aul t ,  1 978 : 96 : 97 >  

I t  i s  part of the c unn i ng of the code of c l assar chy t h at i t  

d i sp l aces host i l i ty f r om i tsel f on t o  i t s repr esen t an t  agen t s , 

, who as Vi r g i n i a Wool f g l i mpsed , ar e as coerced i n t o  thei r awn 

rol es as guard i ans of the b oun d ar i es of the c at egory system a� 

c l assarchy as ar e those whom they c eorc e  i n  the i mp l emen t at i on of 

thei r guar d i an sh i p . 

Thus i n  comment i ng on the i nnumer ab l e b o o k s  wr i t t en by mal e 

prof essors c p rovi ng c the c natur a l  i nf er i or i ty �  of woman , Woo l f 

c omment : 

" Haw ex p l ai n  the an g er of the p r of essor s? Wh y wer e 
they angry . For when i t  c ame t o  an al ys i n g  the 
i mpressi on l ef t  by these b ooks th er e was al ways an 
el ement of h eat • • •  Anger I c al l ed i t . But i t  was �ge� 
that � gen!! �rgroun� �nd mi x ed i t� �iltl �ll 
�� of �� emot i on s • • •  Yet i t  seemed absurd • • •  that a 
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man wi th al l t h i s power shoul d b e  angr y ,  Or i s  
anger • • •  the at t endan t spr i t e on power : R i ch 
pecp l a • • •  ar e oi t en angry because they suspect that the 
pear want to sei z e  thei r �eal th. Tha prof essors cr 
p at r i archs • • •  mi ght be angry i or that r eason part l y ,  b u  
part l y  f or one that l i es a l i t t l e l ess obvi ous l y on th e 
sur-f ac e .  Possi b l y they wer e not an gry at al l . Pa �:ii b l  
wh en the p r of essor i ns i st ed a l i tt l e t eo emp h a t i c a l l y  

' Upon the i n-f er i or i ty of �omen h e  was c on c a r n ed n a t  wi th 
: th e i r i n f er i or i t y  ;::� u t  w i th h i s sup er i or i t y .  Th at was 
i wh a t  he was p r ot ec t i n g r at h er hotheaded l y , and wi th too 
much emphasi s ,  because i t  was a j ewel to h i m  of th e 
rarest p r i c e . " UI.Joo l f ,  1 957 : 34-39 >-. 

H=re , Woo l f P. s  r ecogn i t i on of t h e  al most ob j ec t i ve n � t ur =  of 

the Pr oi essor � s  • an g er � ,  l i n k s  a i em i n i st p erspec t i ve , c omi n s  

through i t s own f r ame of r e f er en c e , t o  a B l ��c k -;: �- a  . .  • -:  of r ef eremc e 

comi ng thr ough i t s own . For Cart er G .  Woodson teo , i n  h i s �§= 

ed!d£�:!:i2!2 gf S� Negrg < 1 933 > a l 3o noted t h e  same compul ;;; i on ,  t o  

� d amon str ate � t h e  � n at ur al i n f er i or i t y � of the Ne g r o  i n  the 

c r ] an i :: I& t i an of the schol ar l y curr i cul um . I n  t h e  schol ar l y sys-

te� o f  r gpr esen t at i on s ,  the Negro w a s  comp e l l ed to ; �n c t i cn a s  

the Look i ng Gl a s s  v i s i cn of the � wh i t e � ; ·l ·., :.. � i on des i g n ed ::. c 

T� us d S  Wood son not ed , i f  the Wh i t e was ev eryt h i ng , i n  

�.-: .: sy st em of repr esen t at i on the B l ac k was noth i ng .  Not on l y  

were .b.l acks soc i al i z ed to have ccntemptl. f_or themsel ves , Wh i tes 

t oo wer e soc i al i z ed i nt b  bei ng l ynchers� Ther e woul d be n o  

l yncher s ,  Wood son wr ot e ,  i �  t h e  l ynch i ng' had not been pr epar ed b y  

t h e  r ep r esen t at i on o-f the Negro c od ed b y  t h e  schol ar l y  syst em . 

Wh y n ot l ynch a r ac e ,  Wood son as�ed , that every on e has been 

t aught i s  i nf er i or? 

Hi s an a l ysi s of � schol ar sh i p � on t h e  Neg r o , not ed t h a t  i t  

f o l l owed a p at t ern . I f  the Wh i t e was rep r esented as the embod i -

men t of Reason , i n  h i story , t h e  Negro was represen t ed as i nc a-
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p ab l e  of subdui ng passi on wi th reason , as b e i ng on l y  f i t  f or 

thei r r ol es as hewer s of wood and drawer s of wat er . 

1 933 )  

< Wood son , 

Both p erspec t i ves , that of f emi n i sm and that of Bl ac k � perso

n al i sm �  b eth t hen see i ng f r om a Li mi n a l /other p er sp ec t i ve ,  are 

ab l e  t o  grasp the nature of the abducti ve l og i c of tha system ; of 

the � ob j ect i ve �  natur e of i t s l aws of i ts f unct i on i ng .  Her e 

Thomas Kunhn � s  recent poi nt about the t eac h i ng of the h i story of 

sc i ence i n  the school s ,  and the long subor d i n at i on of the concrete 

f acts of that history to the .. i n curab l e Wh i gg i sness . .  of , a  rep r a

sen·tati on -, �'mora - i ntent on provi ng the vi ctor y  of Reason-ever

Superst i t i on than wi th tha h i story of sc i ence i n  i t sel f , ,_ < Kuhn , 

1 972 > al so reveal s the l og i c of an abduct i on sch ema , f unct i on i ng 

as a p osi t i ve uncon sc i ous b eyond the c onsc i ous i ntent i ona l i t y of 

i t s bear er s .  < Foucaul t ,  1 973 >  

Femi n i sm- i n-i t s-own-name t a k es t h e  ab duct i on sch ema of 

c l assar chy as the ob j ect of i t s i nqui ry ; as the t ar g et of i ts 

strugg l e  of transf or mat i on .  I t  knows that ther e ar e no ab so l ut e  

vi c t i ms or vi cti mi z er s ,  that c l ass supr emac y art i cul at es i t sel f 

through mul t i p l e  modes of sup r emac y i n  wh i ch we ar e a l l i n vol ved . 

Rac i al supr emac y ,  cul tur al supr emacy , sex ual i ty supr emacy ,  d i s

cursi ve supr emacy , the l i n e between Nor m and Other g oes t h r ough 

al l cur ccnsc i ousnesses . 

And power as Foucaul t argues , '' comes f rom bel ow wi th no 

b i n ary op p os i t i on between rul ers and rul ed . " I n s t ead " man i f o l d 

r e l at i on sh i ps of f or c e  c on st i t ut e  a gener al l i ne of f or c e "  wi th 

ma j or domi nat i ons r esul t i n g  as the heg emon i c ef f ect s  of al l th ese 

con f r on t at i on s .  



However , wher e there i s  p ower , there i s  resi st ance , and t h e  

mul t i p l i c i ty o f  power r e l at i onsh i ps l ead t o  a mul t i p l i c i ty of 

poi nts of r esi st ance , p r esen t 11 ever ywher a i n  the p ower n et wor k .. . 

Bec ause of t h i s ,  Fouc aul t ar gues : 

There c an ba no • • •  11 s i ng l e  l ocus of Great Ref usal , n o  

soul of revol t ,  source of al l rebel l i on s  or pure l aw of the 

r evol ut i on ar y >  I n stead ther e l! � e l ural i t� gf resi s£�£�� ' each 

of them a spec i al case • • •  And i t  i s  doub t l ess the str a t eg i c  

c od i f i c at i on of these poi nts of resi stance that mak es a revol u-

t i on possi b l e  . .. ( Fouc aul t :  1 978 : 96-97 ) 

No poi nt of resi stan c e  t o i ts own spec i f i c mode of c oer c i on 

c an be f ought iQ � t erms of the oth er , as Foucau l t and Del euz e 

sug gest i n  a r ecent i n terv i ew . �hus i f  al l modes of r es i st anc e 

are d ef i ned as a struggl e agai n st �e l oi t at i on ,  one f orm of the 

strug g l e b ec omes hegemon i c ,  i . e . ,  the l abor mode of r esi st an c e  

Th i s  mod e then def i nes t h e  t arget s ,  method s ,  p l ac es and i n s t r u-

ment s of conf ron t at i on .  Other modes , ac c ep t i ng the posi t i on of 

t he' � l abor strug g l e ,  al so accept i t s • • •  i deo l ogy and i t s mot i ves 

f or combat . As a resul t th i s  l eads ta '
n tot al i dent i f i cat i on .. . 

I f  the strugg l e  i s  d i r ect ed ag ai nst power an d i ts f orms o 

coer c i on however , then " al l those on ·· whom power- i s  ex erc i sed t 

thei r det r i ment , al l wh o f i n d i t  i ntol er ab l e ,  c an  b eg i n t h e  

str ugg l e  on thei r own t errai n a n d  on the basi s o f  thei r p r oper 

act i v i t y  ( or p ass i vi ty > . I n  engag i ng i n  a st rugg l e  that c on c erns 

thei r own i n t er est s ,  whose ob j ect i ves t h ey c l ear l y  un d e r s t an d , 

� whg!� m�thods on l y  t h ey c an determi n e ,  t h ey en t er i n t o  a 

r evol ut i onary process . •• < Foucaul t ,  1 972 : 1 0 )  

34 



However , a f emi n i sm i n-i ts-own name , i f  i t  i s  not t o  b e  

i mmur ed i n  the narrow par t i cul ar i sm o f  a n  autonomi z ed f r ame of 

r ef erenc e--an d her e  Angel a Davi s g i ves an ex cel l ent anal ysis of 

the t empt at i on s  to Wh i t e sup remac y that suc h  a f em i n i sm f ac es ;  t o  

th e • c entri c i t y � of a Brownmi l l er wh o i n d ef en d i ng women aga i nst 

r ap e ,  remai ns ob l i vi ous of the r ol e she p l ays as the • angry 

f emal e prof essor • rec yc l i n g , ag ai n st h er w i l l ,  the most v i o l en t  

represent at i on of al l ,  that of the b l ac k-ma l e-as-rap i st ( Dav i s ,  

1 98 1 : 1 78 > ; ob l i v i ous then o f  t h e  mass i ve p sychosoc i al coerc i on 

i nf l i cted on the l ower c l ass Bl ac k  mal e soc i al i z ed to des i re 

� p ure wh i te womanhood • as the st atus char acter i st i c  of true • 

manhood i n  a wor l d  i n  wh i ch he i s  emp i r i cal l y  dep r i ved of al l the 

si gn i f i er s  of humanhood i n  i ts m i dd l e  c l ass mode -- must n ever-

thel ess seek to ef f ect a str a t eg i c un i versal cod i ng of the mul t i -

p l e poi n t s  of r es i st an c e .  

I n  such strateg i c c od i n g an autonomous f emi n i sm d i sp l ac es 

the conc ep t of cap i t al i sm -- the ec onom i c ex p r essi on of a 

cul tural or d er -- wi th that of c l assarch y .  I t  d i sp l ac es the 

c oncep t  of ex p l oi tati on wi th that of a mod e of c a l cul at i on made 

to seem l eg i t i mat e by mul t i p l e mechan i sms of c oer c i on ,  ch i ef of 

wh i ch i s  t h e  system of r ep r esen tat i ons c yc l ed an d rec yc l ed b y  the 
1 2  

schol ar l y  system ac c or d i ng to the gover n i n g  c at eg or i es of t h e  

mor phogen et i c  f antasy . 

Si n c e  t h i s f antasy i s  en coded not on l y i n  our everyday 

pr ax i s , mod es of se l f p er c ep t i on and desi r e ,  but i n  our ver y mod e 

of i den t i f i c at i on ,  root ed i n  our sub j ect i v i t i es---- and we must 

not , Fouc aul t war n s  us , t h i n k of � sub j ec t i v i t y as qui t e  deep and 
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n atural and not d eter m i ned by soc i a l an d pol i t i cal f actor s .  Th e 

sub j ect i vi ty th at p syc hoanal yst s deal wi th • • •  we must b e  l i ber ated 

f r om that type of sub j ect i vi t y .  We ar e pr i soners of c er t a i n 

concep t i ons of oursel ves and of our b ehavi our . We have t o  chan g e  

our own sub j ect i v i ty , our own rel at i on to oursel ves < Foucaul t ,  

1 979 : 5 > -----a sh i f t  out of th i s  f antasy , th i s  abduc t i on schema 

wher e thought i t sel f becomes i mpossi b l e < Bateson >  cannot t a k e  

p l ace wi thout a c on sc i ous cul tur al r evol ut i on o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  a l l 

• the Li mi nal categor i es . 

For i t  i s  the Li mi nal categor i es of every ord er who ar e 

al one ab l e , Asmaron Lagesse po i n t s out , to r emi n d  us that • we 

need not f or ever remai n p r i son ers of our pr escr i pt i on s • ;  i t  i s  

the l i mi n al c ateg or y who • gen er a t es c on sc i ous change by ex posi n g  

al l t h e  i n j usti c es i nherent i n  structur e 11 < Asmaron Lag esse , 

1 973 : 27 1 >  

I f  the s pecificity of f emi n i sm l i es i n  the sp ec i f i ty of our 

ex per i en c es !� women i n  a mal e-def i ned wor l d ,  th i s  wor l d  i s  on l y  

ana of the f orms of a c l ass-def i ned wor l d ,  repr esen t ed thr ough c 

ser i es of Norm def i n i t i ons ._' ' Such a wor l d  depends f or i t s  

normal cy on the Loo k i ng Gl ass Vi si on o f  mul t i p l e Li mi nal c at ego� 

r i es ,  i nc l ud i ng the Li mi nal c at eg ory of- the Prol et ar i at wh o ,  a! 

Baudr i l l ar d  poi nts out , i s  as l oc k ed i n to h i s c l ass st atus as th f 

B l ac k  i n  Rac e ,  the woman i n  gender . < Baudr i l l ard , 1 975 ) 

Th i s  d i al ec t i c bet ween the parti cul ar i ty of our OWl 

ex p er i en c e  as women i n  a mal e-def i ned wor l d an d our un i ver sal i t y 
as a c onst i tut i ve p art of the Li mi nal cat egory i n a Norm-def i n e, 

wor l d ,  r eveal s  that we c an n ot see k a separ ate peace , as we h av 



b een t en d i n g t o  do si n c e the S i x t i es ,  t h at cur l i b erat i on as 

women must be nec essar i l y  co-evol ut i on ary wi th a general l i b er a

t i on of con crete man and women f r om the govern i n g c at egor i es of 

Western c l assarchy ; f rom the mast er concep t i ons of i t s •• g l obal 

t yrann i si ng d i scour ses • .  < Fouc aul t ,  1 980 : 83 >  

Edward Hal l i n  Be�ong Cul ture ( 1 974 > conti nues i n  the ' f i el d  

of d i scovery • opened by the movements of the Si x t i es ,  and cal l s  

f or an end to cul tural i l l i t er acy , i . e . , our i l l i t er ac y  about th e 

' cul tur al model , i n  wh i ch we l i ve , about i ts standard presupposi 

t i ons , and i ts ' deep undercurren ts • wh i ch structure our l i ves , 

att i tudes , act i ons , dec i si ons ' i n  sub t l e but h i gh l y con si stent 

ways that ar e nat , consc i ousl y f ormul ated • • •  ( and > • •  ,. that ar e on l y  

now beg i nni ng to be i dent i f i ed . 11 He goes on to poi nt out that 

man must emb ar k on the greatest separat i on f eat of a l l ,  the 

sep ar at i on f rom the 11 g r i p of an unconsc i ous cul tur e < Hal l ,  

1 974 : 240 ) 

A f emi n i sm i n  i ts own name t akes as i ts pri mary t h eor et i cal 

task , that of creat i ng the awareness cal l ed f or b y  Mi chael Real , 

the awar eness of the coerc i ve f orce of symbo l s , of syst ems of 

represen t at i on s ;  of t h e i r v i ol ence even . We must become c on 

sc i ous , Real argues 11 of the l ang r ange and l arge scal e ef f ect s o-f 

estab l i sh i n g  the dom i n an t  symbol i c  c on f i gur at i on s  i n  t h e  m i nds of 

en t i re soc i et i es provi d i ng e i ther construct i ve or destruct i ve 

understand i ngs of , and approach es to v i o l enc e , sex ua l i ty ,  p er so

nal i d ent i t y 11 < Real , 1 977 : 269 > 

A f emi n i sm i n  i ts own n ame there-f ore t ur n s  � mater i a l i st 

. � l og i c �  on i t s head . Not the c on t r ad i c t i on between the r e l at i on s  

of pr oduct i on and the f ar c es of p r oduct i on a s  the spur t o  chan g e , 
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but r ather the non-c ongruen c e  between the i nt enti on al i ty of a 

cul tural modal , r ap i d l y  ch ang i ng h i stor, i cal f orces ,  and the ma j or 

asp i rati ons of women t owards f reedom in our age . < Edal , 1 980> 

A f emi n i sm i n  i t s own nama theref ore see ks that Copern i can 

r evol ut i on i n  the human sci enc es whi ch can en ab l e us to control 

and govern those morphogenet i c  f antasi as whi ch now d eterm i ne us . 

I t  def i nes i ts rol e as that of act i ng as a const i tut i ve part of 

the g l obal popul ar cul tural revol uti on , one wh i ch wi l l  of f er t o  

man k i nd a breakthrough that goes even b eyond t h e  i nvent i on b y  the 

West ern mi ddl e c l asses , of the natural sc i ences .  

. .  

" Th e  sel f -con sc i ous human organ i sm ,  11 Mi chae l  Real 
wr i t es , 11 possesses un i que commun i cati ve ab i l i t i es ,  an 
an i mal §Ymb o l i cum as Ernst Cassi r ar summar i z ed i t  • • •  

Previ ous cul tures ma� have been born of necessi ty . 
Wi th the growth i n  human ab i l i ty t o  understand and 
control symb ol s , · and , · thr_ough them , the env i ronment , 
present and f uture cul tures _ __ become' mat t er s  c-f ccnsc i ous 
choi c e .  1' < Real , ·  1 977 : 269 ) 

· ;  . _.  
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FOOTNOTES 

1 .  As Jul i et Mi t chel l p ai nt s out , i n  patr i arc h y  i t  i s  
" • • •  f athers , not men , who h ave the d et ermi n a t e  p ower . And 
i t  i s  a quest i on n ei th er cf b i ol og y ,  nor of a spec i f i c  
soc i et y b ut of human soc i ety i t sel f . .. < Ju l i et Mi t chel l ,  
1 974 : 408-409 ) 

2 .  I h ave devel oped the c oncept of a spec i at i on c ode f or human s 
f rom Loui s Mayr � s book on the var i at i on of t h e  sp ec i es .  I 
have arg ued el sewher e tht cul tural systems act as " i sol at i ng 
mechan i sms •• and ther ef ore act essen t i a l l y as 11 Sp ec i at i on "  
syst ems . Th e abduct i on sch ema of the or der ther ef or e beg i n s  
wi th th i s  spec i f i c  mod e  of sel f -d ef i n i t i on ;  and i s  d er i ved 
from i t .  

3 .  Rorty quot es Char l es Tayl or � s  i dea that man i s  a sel f 
def i n i n g an i mal so that wi th ever y �h ange i n  h i s  def i n i t i on , 
there are chang es i n  the terms i n  wh i ch he must b e  
c oncep tual l y  gr asped . C Ror t y ,  1 98 1 : 350 > 

4 .  See b i b l i og r aphy f or the Mayr r ef eren c e .  Cf . Paul 
Go l d st ene � s  l i n k age of the Newton i an p ar ad i gm to the Loc k ean 
f or mul at i on .  He argues that Loc k ean Li b er a l i sm emerged out 
of t h e  Newton i an r evol ut i on i n  wh i ch 11 a l l r e a l ms of human 
c on c ern s  ar e sub j ect to the n atural l aws wh i ch c ontrol the 
un i verse , the ear th and man . •• < See Go l dsten e ,  1 977 : 1 1 - 1 2 >  

' 

5 .  I n  h i s d i sc ussi on o f  th e wor k of Bat eson , Li pset ref er s t o  
Wh i t eh ead and Russel l � s proposi t i on that wh en a c l ass of 
c l asses - such as mach i nery - i s  conf used wi th a memb er of 
i t s c l ass , such as typewr i ter or record-p l ayer s ,  a l og i c al 
contrad i ct i on devel ops .  _ ( See Li pset ,  1 980 : 1 89- 1 90 )  

6 .  Th e J ef f er son i an al gebr ai c f o r mul a i s  g i ven t o  show . h ow man y 
•• un i t s of wh i t e b l ood 11 was necessary t o  11 breed 11 a b l ac k  man 
i n t o  a c i t i z en .  For the f ormul a , see Gary Wi l l s ,  1 979 . 

7 .  Qss!g�Q��!i§ID , i . e . ,  Western chauvi n i sm , r eenac t s  gen d er , 
c l ass and r ac e  chauvi n i sms at the l evel of cul t ur e ,  i . e . ,  
Eul iY!:.�i sm. Fan on d i scusses t h e  rol e that " t h e  
un i l ater al l y  decreed nor mat i ve val ue " of West ern cul t ur E  
p l ays i n  t he p ower-p r est i g e h i er ar c h i z at i on o f  t h e  wcr l c 
syst em . See Fanon , 1 964 . 

Asmar om Legesse anal yz es the way i n  wh i ch t h e  a pr i or : 
assump t i on that West ern cul t ur e  i s  super i or t o  al l o t h er 
cul tur es l ead s t o  a c l osed d i sc our se made unsc i en t i f i c  b 
un ac knowl edg ed " cu l t ur a l  l oyal t i es . " < See Legesse , 1 973 
273-274 ) 
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For t h e  f or mul at i on of t h e  c on c ep t  o+ a c .L  oseo =- y �  ... _. . . .  

d i scourse , t h e  " c l osed p r ed i c amen t " vs . t h e  " op en 
pred i c amen t of a sc i en t i f i c f ramewor k "  see Rob i n  Hor t on ,  
11 Af r i c an Thought and Wes t ern Sc i en ce , .. pp . 1 53- 1 55 i n  B .  R .  
Wi l son , ed . , Bat i on�l i t y , Ev an st on , New Yor k , 1 970 . 

8 .  Sol sh en i t syn r eveal s the ways i n  wh i ch t h e metaphysi cal use 

of the l ab e l  11 kul ak 11 , i . e . ,  as the an t i thes i s to t h e  n orm of 
p r oduct i ve l ab or , enab l ed t h e  l eg i t i mat i on of th e r educt i on 
of t h e  p easan tr y  t o  the ab j ec t  of " p r i mar y  accumu l at i on . " 
See Sol shen i t syn , 1 973 : 55 . 

9 .  

1 0 .  

Renata Rosal da 
i nversi on •• i n  
I l ong ct s as the 
character i st i c s .  

deve l op s  Mi d d l et on ..: s  con c ep t of " symb o l i c 
wh i ch 11 t h e  col on i z er s  used the n omad i c 
op p osed term to thei r own � mor al l y  i deal � 

See Rosal do , 1 978 : 254·. 

Hi ndess an d 
d i sc our se or 
soc i al prax i s , 
f ar the oth er . 

Hi rst concep tual i z e  the r e l at i on bet ween a 
theor et i c al system and i t s rel ated f or ms of 
wi th eac� p r ov i d i ng the c ond i t i on of ex i st en c e 

See Hi ndess and Hi rst , 1 977 : 27 1 -276 . 

1 1 . Cut l er ,  Hi ndess and Hi r st po i nt out that 11 i f  agen t s  are t o  
eng age i n  mon etary c al c u l at i on then , si nce 

'
mon etry 

c al cul at i on i s ng� an iaegcn attr i but e ,  def i n i t e mad� gf 
�lc!::&AA�!S!!l must b e  cul tur a l l y  ava i l ab l e . .. See Cut l er ,  
Hi ndess , Hi r st ,  1 977 : 27 1 -276. 

1 2 .  Baudr i l l ard argues that •• the schol ar l y _ and cul tur al syst ems 
are p ermi t t ed to h ave f ormal autonomy < • • •  theor i z ed as 
democr at i c an d un i versal truth . • . >  so t h at t h r ough th i s  
aut onomy-ef f ect , the system c an bet t er carry out � i ts 
i deal ag i c al l  f unct i on � and r enew mast ef f i caci ousl y the 
dom i n an t  soc i a l r e l at i on s . " He r ever ses the t erms of the 
an al ysi s . I nst ead of the econ om i c syst em produc i ng 
rel at i on s of pr oduc t i on ,  i t  i s  the scho l ar l y syst em tht 
p l ays 11 the d ec i si ve rol e i n  the product i on of soc i al 
r e l at i on s ,  .. wh i l st on t h e  other h an d  the " econom i c c an 
appear i n  our soc i et i es as the • • •  p l ac e  • • •  of l east 
con servat i sm i n  soc i a l  r e l at i on s . .. See Baudr i l l ard , 
1 975 : 1 42 .  
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