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PR EFAC E

“ H E G E L  A N D  H a i t i ”  was s o m e th in g  o f  an in te lle c tu a l event when 

i t  appeared in  Critical Inquiry in  the sum m e r o f 2 0 0 0 .  T h e  essays u n ­

expected m ovem ent th ro u g h  a rt catalogues, p o lit ic a l jo u rn a ls , fo re ign  

tran s la tio n s , in te rn e t b logs, workers* newspapers, and college class­

roo m s was in  response to  the  u n co n ve n tio n a l topo log ies o f  t im e  and 

space th a t i t  m apped o u t, perhaps m o re  in  tu n e  w ith  h o w  we actually 

live  o u r  lives tha n  the h is to rie s  o f  separate pasts we have been taught. 

I  am g ra te fu l fo r  the  in te re s t and g e ne ros ity  o f  scholars, a rtis ts , and 

activists w ho fo u n d  i t  use fu l in  a varie ty  o f  contexts, and f ro m  w hom  

I have le a rn e d  a great deal. T h e  essay has generated con tro ve rsy  as 

w e ll. I t  pleased the  academ ic c ritic s  o f  E u ro c e n tr is m , b u t n o t e n ­

t ire ly . W h ile  d e c e n te rin g  th e  legacy o f  W estern m o d e rn ity  ( th a t was 

ap p la u d e d ), i t  p ro po sed  the  less p o p u la r  goal o f  salvaging m o d e r­

n ity ’s un ive rsa l in te n t,  ra th e r th a n  c a llin g  fo r  a p lu ra lity  o f  a lte rn a ­

tive  m o d e rn it ie s . F o r some, the  ve ry  suggestion o f  re s u rre c tin g  the 

p ro je c t o f  u n iv e rs a l h is to ry  f ro m  the  ashes o f  m o d e rn  m etaphysics 

appeared tan ta m oun t to  c o llu s io n  w ith  W estern im p e ria lism —o r p e r­

haps m o re  prec ise ly , A m e r ic a n  im p e r ia lis m , a m o re  abstract and 

some w o u ld  say in s id io u s  fo rm .

A  second essay, “ U n ive rsa l H is to ry ,”  appears h e re  in  response 

to  the  c r it ic s  o f  the  f ir s t .  F a r f r o m  re c a n tin g  the  e a r lie r  a rg um e n t, 

i t  develops the  m ost c o n tro ve rs ia l c la im s. I t  w rites  h is to ry  as p o l i t i ­

cal p h ilo s o p h y , assem bling  m a te ria l re la ted  to  “ H ege l and  H a it i ” 

th a t changes w ha t we th in k  we k n o w  ab ou t the  past, and th e re fo re  

ho w  we th in k  the  present. T h e re  is p o lit ic a l u rg e n cy  to  th is  p ro je c t.



P R E F A C E

T h e  co n te m p o ra ry  slogan, T h in k  G loba l—A ct Local, requires m o d i­

f ic a tio n . We need f ir s t  to  ask what i t  means to  T h in k  G lob a l, because 

we do  n o t yet k n o w  how . We need to  f in d  ways th ro u g h  the local 

spec ific itie s  o f  o u r  ow n  tra d itio n s  tow a rd  a concep tua l o r ie n ta tio n  

tha t can in f  o rm  global ac tio n . O n e  way, developed in  th is  vo lum e, is 

to  change the compass head ing  o f  p a r tic u la r  h is to r ic a l data so tha t 

they p o in t  toward a un ive rsa l h is to ry  w o rth y  o f  the  nam e. T h e re  is no  

a n t ic ip a t io n  o f  u n ity  in  th is  task, n o  p re s u m p tio n  tha t beneath the 

rh e to r ic  o f  d iffe re n ce  we are a ll u n p ro b le m a tic a lly  the  same. J u d g ­

m ents o f  d iffe re n c e  are n o t suspended. P o lit ic a l struggles c o n tin u e . 

B u t they can take place w ith o u t the tra d itio n a l p reconcep tions th a t set 

b a rr ie rs  to  m o ra l im a g in a tio n  be f o re  d e lib e ra tio n s  even beg in .

These essays are s itua ted at the  b o rd e r  between h is to ry  and p h i­

lo sop hy. T h e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  u n iv e rs a l h is to ry  th e y  p ro p o se  is 

d is t in c t  f ro m  H ege l’s systematized c o m p re h e n s io n  o f  the  past, ju s t  

as i t  is f  ro m  H e id e g g e r’s o n to lo g ic a l c la im  th a t h is to r ic a lity  is th e  

essence o f  b e in g . U n iv e rs a l h is to ry  re fe rs  m o re  to  m e th o d  th a n  

c o n te n t. I t  is an o r ie n ta tio n ,  a p h ilo s o p h ic a l re f le c t io n  g ro u n d e d  

in  concre te  m a te ria l, the  con cep tu a l o rd e r in g  o f  w h ic h  sheds l ig h t  

o n  th e  p o lit ic a l p re se n t. T h e  im age o f  t r u th  th e re b y  revealed is 

t im e -s e n s it iv e . I t  is n o t th a t t r u th  changes; we do.

I f  A m e ric a n  h is to ry  has a n y th in g  to  c o n tr ib u te  to  the  p ro je c t o f  

un ive rsa l h u m a n ity  at this h is to r ic a l m o m e n t, i t  is the  idea ( o f  w h ich  

rea lity  has n o to r io u s ly  fa lle n  sho rt) tha t collective, p o lit ic a l p a r t ic i­

p a tio n  need n o t be based o n  custom  o r  e th n ic ity , re l ig io n  o r  race. 

A m e ric a n  im p e r ia lis m  is h a rd ly  the  o r ig in  o f  th is  idea. F a r m o re , 

i t  is the  experience o f  N ew  W o r ld  slavery. T h a t is one o f  the  c o n ­

c lu s ion s  o f  the  second essay, “ U n iv e rs a l H is to ry .”  C o n s tru c te d  o u t 

o f  h is to r ic a l fragm e n ts  f  ro m  m u lt ip le  d is c ip lin e s , i t  ch ips  away at 

the  b a r r ie rs  to  co n ce p tu a l u n d e rs ta n d in g  and  the l im its  o f  m o ra l 

im a g in a t io n  th a t w a ll o f f  the  w id e  h o r iz o n  o f  the  p resen t. I f  th is
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u n a p o lo g e tica lly  h u m a n is t p ro je c t, ra th e r than q u ie t in g  the  c r it ic s  

o f  “ Hege l and H a it i, ”  raises the stakes o f  the  controversy, i t  w i l l  have 

achieved its  goal.

T hanks  are due to  m y e x tra o rd in a ry  graduate students and to  m y 

lo n g - t im e  colleagues in  C o rn e ll U n ive rs ity 's  G ove rn m en t D e p a rt­

m en t, especially B ened ic t A n d e rs o n , M a r t in  B e rn a l, M a ry  K a tze n - 

s te in , and Peter K a tz e n s te in . T ha n ks  to  H o rte n s e  S p ille rs  w ho  

supported  the p ro je c t’s earliest stages, I f t ik h a r  D ad i and Salah Hassan 

w ho  b ro u g h t “ H ege l and H a it i ”  to  the  in te rn a t io n a l a tte n tio n  o f  

artis ts , C y n th ia  Chase w h o  g o t the  t it le  r ig h t, M ich a e l K a m n e n  w h o  

was the re  w hen  I fo u n d  Minerva, Teresa B ren na n  w h o  gave m e a ro o m  

by  the sea to  w o rk , and Z il la h  E isenste in  w h o  has been w ith  me every 

step o f  the way.

Thanks fo r  his en thusiasm  to  W . J . T . M itc h e ll,  e d ito r  o f  Critical 

Inquiry, the  best jo u rn a l o f  n o n d is c ip lin e d  research p u b lish e d  today. 

Thanks fo r  debates and discussions o f  those in v ite d  to  a C o rn e ll co n ­

ference o n  “ H a it i and U n ive rsa l H is to ry ”—o rig in a lly  schedu led fo r  

S eptem ber 20 01  w hen n o  p lanes w ere  f ly in g , and h e ld  in  N ovem ber 

—b o th  those w ho co u ld  come and those w ho c o u ld  n o t: Jossianna 

A r ro y o ,  J o a n  Dayan, S ib y lle  F ische r, J .  L o ra n d  M a to ry , W a lte r 

M ig n o lo , M arcus R ed iker, and M ic h e l-R o lp h  T r o u i l lo t .  T hanks  to  

C a n d id o  M endes and the in te rn a tio n a l c o m m u n ity  o f  scho la rs  o f  

the  A cadem ie  de la L a t in i te  w ho  b ro u g h t m e and  m y w o rk  to  P o r t-  

a u -P r in c e , to  A u re lio  A lo n s o  an d  K a th e r in e  G o rd y  w ho  in t r o ­

duced  “ Hege l and  H a it i ”  in  C uba, to  N o rm a  P ub lishe rs  (B uenos 

A ire s ) f o r  the  S panish tra n s la tio n . E d itio n s  L IG N E S  (Paris) fo r  the 

F rench , o m b re  co rte  (V e ro na ) fo r  the  Ita lia n , Haus d e r K u ltu re n  

de r W e lt (B e r l in )  fo r  the  G e rm an , M o n ik l ( Is ta n b u l)  fo r  the  T u r k ­

ish , and  Seidosha (T okyo) fo r  the  Japanese.

T h e  p a rtic ip a n ts  o f  the  S tone S u m m e r T h e o ry  In s t itu te  at the 

S choo l o f  the  A r t  In s t itu te  o f  Chicago were the  b r i l l ia n t ly  s p ir ite d

P R E F A C E
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aud ience  fo r  th e  f ir s t  p u b lic  p re s e n ta tio n  o f  “ U n iv e rs a l H is to ry ” 

in  2 0 0 7 - T h a n ks  to  James E lk in s  f o r  in v it in g  me, and  to  Z h ivka  

Valiavicharska, w ho was the f irs t  to  name the m ethod a New  H u m a n ­

ism, res is ting  the  m o n o p o ly  o f  th is  te rm  by the  R ig h t. F ranz -P e te r 

H u g d h a l k in d ly  read the  page p ro o f.

I am d e lig h te d  to  have th is  v o lu m e  p u b lish e d  in  the  series Illum i­

nations ed ited  b y jo h n  Beverly and Sara C a s tro -K la re n , and  g ra te fu l 

to  D e v in  F ro m m , Peter K ra ch t, and A le x  W olfe , ed ito rs  o f  U n ive rs ity  

o f  P itts b u rg h  Press, fo r  th e ir  expertise  and p a tie n t s u p p o rt.

T han ks  f in a l ly  to  E r ic  Siggia and  Sam Siggia, w ho  give to  d a ily  

existence solace and jo y .

X II



part one



First Remarks

“ H e G E L  A N D  H a i t i ”  was w r it te n  as a m ystery story. T h e  reade r is 

encouraged to  begin w ith  i t  d ire c tly , be fo re  the  in tro d u c t io n  p r o ­

v id ed  here. F o r those a lready  fa m il ia r  w ith  the  p lo t  and  its  d e n o u e ­

m en t, th is  new  in tro d u c t io n  (th a t can be read as the  a fte rw a rd  as 

w e ll)  describes the  process o f  d isco ve ry  b e h in d  the  essay and  the  

im p a c t o f  its  f ir s t  rece p tio n . I t  traces the  years o f  research th a t le d  to  

“ Hege l and H a it i , ”  f le s h in g  ou t m ateria l condensed in  the  foo tn o tes  

so tha t the scho la rly  im p lic a tio n s  can be m ore  easily ascerta ined, and 

s itu a tin g  the  essay w ith in  o n g o in g  in te lle c tua l debates tha t have re a l- 

w o r ld  p o lit ic a l im p lic a tio n s .

The Accidental Project

I d id  n o t set o u t to  w rite  about Hegel o r  H a it i .  In  the  1990s, I was 

w o rk in g  on  a d if fe re n t  p ro je c t. W ith  the  e n d  o f  the  C o ld  W ar, n e o ­

lib e ra lis m  rose to  id e o lo g ic a l d o m in a n ce  o n  a g lo b a l scale. A ppea ls
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to  econom ic laws and  m arke t ra t io n a lity  were the le g it im a tin g  m an tra  

used to  ju s t i fy  every k in d  o f  p ra c tica l po licy . Jus t w hat was th is  b o d i­

less phan tasm , “ th e  econom y,”  th a t was th e  ob ject o f  such fe tis h is tic  

reverence? W h e n  an d  w h y  was i t  d iscovered, and  m o re  p e rp le x in g  

given its in v is ib le  hand , ho w ?  A da m  S m ith  and the S cottish E n lig h t­

e n m e n t were the  log ica l place to  lo o k , n o t ju s t  f o r  the  a rg um e n ts  

o f  these p h ilo s o p h e rs  b u t also f o r  th e  con tex t in  w h ic h  th e ir  ideas 

to o k  h o ld .

M ost s u rp r is in g  was h o w  m u c h  in te lle c tu a l exc item en t the o rie s  

o f  p o lit ic a l econom y s t ir re d  u p  th ro u g h o u t E u ro p e  at the  tu r n  o f  

the  n in e te e n th  cen tu ry . B y the  tim e  M a rx  s tu d ie d  econom ics  two 

ge ne ra tion s  la te r, it  was described  as the “ d ism a l science” ; todays 

p h ilo so p h e rs  se ldom  show in te re s t. Even i f  a fe w  basic phrases have 

becom e staples o f  everyday th o u g h t (s u p p ly  and d e m a n d ; p r o f i t  

m o tiv e ; c o m p e t it io n ) ,  ju s t  h o w  the  eco no m y w o rks  re m a in s  i n ­

scru tab le  to  today ’s genera l p u b lic ;  i t  is know ledge  reserved f o r  a 

p r ie s th o o d  o f  experts w ho  have in o rd in a te  pow er to  d e te rm in e  o u r  

lives. N o  one reads econom ics jo u rn a ls  fo r  fu n .  So, w h a t accoun ts 

f o r  the  en o rm o u s  exc ite m en t w ith  w h ic h  the  17 7 ^  p u b lic a t io n  o f  

A d a m  S m ith ’s Wealth o f Nations was received?

H ege l’s ea rly  w r it in g s  p ro ved  u s e fu l f o r  th is  in q u ir y .1 H is  Jena 

texts are a s tr ik in g  reco rd  o f  the  im p a c t o f  re a d in g  Wealth o f Nations in  

1 8 0 3 .2 H is  p h ilo s o p h ic a l a tte n t io n  was caught by S m ith ’s d e s c rip ­

t io n  o f  the  ra d ica lly  tra n s fo rm in g  effects o f  a decep tive ly  s im p le  i n ­

nova tion  in  m an u fac tu re : the  d iv is io n  o f  la bo r. U s in g  the m un da ne  

exam ple o f  p in  m aking , S m ith  argued tha t d iv id in g  p ro d u c tio n  in to

1. T he  results o f  th is  search in to  the o r ig in  o f  the econom y, its  m ysterious in v is i­
b ility , and Hegel's excited recep tion  o f  S m ith  are discussed in  B uck-M orss , “ E n v is io n ­
in g  C a p ita l,"  434“ 67. T h e  idea th a t the econom y has been an ah is to rica l constant since 
A r is to tle  is as erroneous as the c la im  tha t A r is to tle  was the  source o f  H egel’s u n d e r­
s tand ing  o f  slavery.

2. C h r is tia n  Garve produced an extrem ely good Germ an tra n s la t io n  (1784—9 6 ), 
b u t Hegel seems to  have used the o rig in a l E nglish ed ition . B o th  versions. Sm ith's o rig in a l 
and Garve’s tra n s la tio n , were u ltim a te ly  in  Hegel’s p e rm anen t lib ra ry .

4
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sm all, specia lized tasks had an e x p o n e n tia lly  m u lt ip ly in g  e ffec t o n  

b o th  w o rk e r  p ro d u c t iv ity  and  consum er need , huge ly  in c re a s in g  

the scope and degree o f  h u m a n  in te rd e p e n d e n c y .3 Hegel was fasc i­

na ted , p e rha ps  te r r i f ie d  by th e  v is io n  o f  lim it le s s  masses o f  p in s  

b e in g  heaped u p o n  the  w o r ld ,  as w e ll as the  de ad en ing  e ffec t th a t 

th e  re p e tit iv e , segm ented actions o f  la b o r had u p o n  the  w o rke rs . 

H e  recogn ized  th a t th is  ne w  econom y as a “ system o f  ne ed” ha d  the  

po w e r to  a lte r  the  fo rm  o f  co llec tive  l i f e .4 H is  d e s c r ip tio n  was d ra ­

m a tic : “ need and  la b o r” create “ a m o n s tro us  system o f  m u tu a l de­

pend en cy ” th a t “ moves ab ou t b lin d ly ,  lik e  the  e lem ents , and  lik e  a 

w i ld  beast, re q u ire s  steady and ha rsh  ta m in g  and c o n t ro l. ” 5 By 

1805—6, he was us ing the  new  econom y in  place o f  the  t ra d it io n a l 

concep t o f  “ bo u rg eo is ”  o r  “ c iv i l”  society (die burgerliche Gesellschaft) as

3. H egel cites S m ith ’s p in  m ak ing  example on  m u lt ip le  occasions—nearly  every 
tim e m aking a new n u m e rica l m is take1 N o t the  deta ils o f  the  new science in tr ig u e d  
h im  but, ra the r, S m ith ’s innova tive  concep tua liza tion  (see B uck-M orss, “ E n v is io n in g  
C ap ita l,” 4 5 8 n 5 7 ). See Waszek, Scottish Enlightenment, fo r  deta ils on Hegel's read ing  o f  
A dam  S m ith , in c lu d in g  h is p o o r  m athem atics rega rd ing  p in  p ro d u c tio n , and in d ic a ­
tio n s  tha t he was us ing  S m ith ’s o r ig in a l E n g lish  text: “T h e  recen tly  d iscovered 1817/18 
set o f  notes, taken by P. W annenm ann, is m ost in te re s tin g , because i t  docum ents the 
on ly  tim e  tha t Hegel reproduces S m ith ’s ca lcu la tion  co rrec tly " (Scottish Enlightenment, 131).

4. T h e  te rm  “ system o f  need," re fe rr in g  to  the  satisfaction o f  need in  genera l, 
f ir s t  appears in  Hegel, System derSittlichkeit (1803 ), 8 0 —84, and Is c ited  fro m  the 1967 
e d itio n , ed. G eo rg  Lasson. “ T h e  satisf action  o f  needs is a genera l dependency o f  a ll 
u p o n  each o th e r"  is h is d e s c r ip tio n  in  Fragm ent 22 o f  the  1803—4 m a n u sc rip t tha t is 
re fe rred  to  by H o ffm e is te r ’s standard e d itio n  o f  H ege l’s w orks as Jenenser Realphilosophte 
I, and tha t is cited here fro m  the m ore  recent e d itio n *  H egel, Jenaer Systementwiirfe I: Das 
System der spekulativen Philosophic, eds. Klaus D iis in g  and H e in z  K im m e r le  (1 98 6 ), 229  
(3 ^3 )*  T h is  is the paperback, w o rk in g  vers ion  o f  vo lum e  6 o f  th e  h is to r ic a l-c r it ic a l 
e d itio n  o f  H egel’s Gesammelten Werken-, I have added the pag in a tio n  o f  vo lum e 6 in  p a ren ­
theses as an a id  to  scholars.

I have made my ow n tra n s la tio n s  fro m  the G erm an. However, b o th  o f  these Jena 
texts have been trans la ted  as Hegel, System o f Ethical Life (1 80 2 /3 ) and First Philosophy o f Spirit 
(Part I I I  o f the System o f Speculative Philosophy 18 0 3 /4 ) * ed. and trans. H. S. H a rr is  and T . M. 
K n o x  ( l 979)- T h is  e d itio n  inc ludes fo r  the second text the  pag in a tio n  o f  vo lum e 6 o f  
the  c r it ic a l-h is to r ic a l e d itio n , a llo w in g  the  reader to  com pare  m y tra n s la t io n  w ith  
th e irs . Fo r the 1802 /3  text, m y c ita tion s  fro m  the  G e rm an  in c lu d e  in  parentheses the  
p a g in a tio n  o f  the  1923 e d it io n  o f  G eorg  Lasson (1913) th a t is no te d  in  the K n o x -  
H a r r is  tra n s la t io n .

5. Hegel, Jenaer Systementwiirfe I, 2 3 0  (324 )*
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the  basis o f  a p h ilo s o p h y  o f  p o lit ic a l c o n s titu t io n s  th a t calls o n  the 

state to  step fo rw a rd  as the  fo rc e  ( Gewalt) o f  ta m in g  th is  w ild  and 

vorac ious  a n im a l.6 H is  e co n o m ic  re w o rk in g  o f  the  concep t o f  c iv il 

society has been described  as “ e p o c h -m a k in g .” 7

Bourgeois Society

Hegel was an acute observer o f  the  ru p tu re  in  socia l l i fe  tha t we now  

ca ll m o d e rn ity . T h e  Jena lectu re  notes are f u l l  o f  its  evidence. H is  

l i fe lo n g  p ro je c t was to  g rasp  th is  t ra n s fo rm a t io n  in  te rm s  o f  its  

p h ilo s o p h ic a l s ig n if ic a n c e . H e g e l’s p h ilo s o p h ic a l system m ay c lim b  

to  abstract levels (a s tu d e n t w h o  h e a rd  his ea rly  le c tu re s  at Jena  

c la im ed  he “ c o u ld  make abso lu te ly  n o th in g  o f  th e m , had  n o  idea 

w h a t was b e in g  discussed, ducks o r  geese” 8) , b u t h is  tex ts  are f  u ll o f  

th e  k in d  o f  h is to r ic a lly  concrete de ta il tha t theoris ts  w ith  a m a te ria lis t 

b e n t lik e  m yse lf f in d  p a r t ic u la r ly  ap pea ling : p in  m a n u fa c tu r in g , 

co ffee  d r in k in g ,  p o o rh ouse s , m e n ’s fro ckco a ts , corkscrews, and  

cand lew ick  cu tte rs . Even the  m ost abstract te rm s  o f  H e g e l’s c o n -

6 . H ege l, JenaerSystementwiiife // /, 222 —42 (2 4 2 —65). T h is  is the paperback, w o rk in g  
version o f  volum e 8 o f  the h is to r ic a l-c r it ic a l e d itio n  (see note  4  above).

7- R iede l, Between Tradition and Revolution, 4 4 . I t  was C h r is tia n  G arve (A . S m ith ’s 
tra n s la to r)  w ho  observed the  d if fe re n t ia t io n  tha t had evolved in  m o d e rn  tim es w ith in  
the  te rm  die burgerliche Gesellschajt between the “ c itize n " (citoyen), a p o lit ic a l concept w ith in  
the tra d it io n a l m ean ing  o f  “ c iv il society," and  the “ b u rg e r" (bourgeois) , a n o n p o lit ic a l, 
p riva te  person , the  to w n -d w e llin g  m idd le  class (Stand) o f  traders and artisans, whose 
social re la tions are embedded in  econom ic  exchange. T h e  increasing d is t in c t io n  in  
m eaning, n o t registered in  the E ng lish  tra n s la tio n  “ c iv il society," has led  to  confus ions. 
H egel recognized the dua l and, in  h is  in te rp re ta tio n , d ia lectica l u n ity  o f  m o de rn  m an 
as a p u b lic  and a p riva te  person in  Jenaer Systementwiitfe II I, 238  (261). F o r  an excellent 
essay tha t traces these co m p lica tio n s , see R iede l, “ Burger, ”  672—725-

8 . C ite d  in  Petry, Hegel’s Philosophy o f Subjective Spirit, I :x v i. T h e  s itu a tio n  d id  n o t im ­
prove w ith  H egel’s advancing career. Petry cites a young E ston ian  nob lem an w ho , when 
he a rrived at the U n ive rs ity  o f  H e id e lb e rg  in  1817, w ent “ to  the f ir s t  good bookshop, 
b o u g h t those o f  H ege l’s works available , and tha t even ing  settled co m fo rta b ly  o n  the  
sofa, in te n d in g  to  read them  th ro u g h  . . . B u t the m ore  I read, the m ore  strenuously 
I applied m yself to  what I was reading, the less I understood, and a fte r I had struggled in  
va in  fo r  a coup le  o f  h o u rs w ith  one o f  the sentences, I was q u ite  ou t o f  tem per, and p u t 
th e  book aside. O u t o f  curios ity , I la te r a ttended  the  lectures, b u t I m ust confess th a t I 
was unable to  understand the notes I had taken” (Hegel’s Philosophy o f Subjective Spirit, I-xv i).
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ceptual vocabulary are de rived  f ro m  everyday experience. In  the  Jena 

w ritin g s , the  centra l H e ge lia n  te rm  “ o b je c tific a tio n ” (Entausserung) has, 

as its  re fe re n t, m un d a n e  h u m a n  la b o r ; “ n e ga tion ” is H e ge lia n  f o r  

the  desire  o f  c o n s u m p tio n ; and  h is to r ic a lly  created needs, as o p ­

posed to  n a tu ra l necessity, are e x e m p lif ie d  in  the  social im ita t io n  

o f  fash io n .

T h e  system o f  need is th e  social con ne c tion  am ong strangers w ho 

n e ith e r  kn o w  n o r care about each o th e r. T h e  “ in sa tia b le  d e s ire ” o f  

consum ers, c o m b in e d  w ith  th e  “ in e xh a u s tib le  and i l l im ita b le  p r o ­

d u c t io n ” o f  “w hat the  E n g lish  call ‘c o m fo r t , ’ ”  p roduces “ th e  m ove­

m en t o f  th in g s ” th a t has n o  d iscernab le  l im it s .9 H e ge l is in  fact

9 . C ited in  Waszek, Scottish Enlightenment, 150, 152, and Hegel, JertaerSystementwurfe III, 
208 (2 2 7 ); i t  is the in te rdependency o f  the d iv is ion  o f  la b o r that gives desire “ the r ig h t 
to  appear”  {JenaerSystementwurfe I f  I, 2 0 8  [2 2 7 D -
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d e s c r ib in g  th e  d e te r r ito ra liz e d ,  w o r ld  m a rk e t o f  the  E u ro p e a n  

c o lo n ia l system, and  he is the  f ir s t  p h ilo s o p h e r  to  do  so .10 T h is  ac­

c id e n ta l, b l in d  dependency n o  lo n g e r  re fe rs , as in  the  t r a d it io n  o f  

c iv ic  h u m a n is m , to  the  c o n tra c tu a l re la tio n s h ip s  a m o n g  p ro p e rty  

h o ld e rs  as p u b lic  c itizens tha t p ro v id e  the  basis f o r  shared consent 

to  the  laws o f  g o ve rn m e n t. I t  is society created by p o lit ic a l econom y 

as A da m  S m ith  conceived i t —s till u rb a n  o r  “ bo u rg e o is ”  ( burgerliche) 

society, to  be sure, b u t tra n s fo rm e d  by the  m o d e rn  rea litie s  o f  c o lo ­

n ia l trade . T h e  new  m e rch a n t class (Handelsstand) is c o m p ris e d  o f  

lo n g -d is ta n ce  trade rs . T h e ir  in te res t is less (as H obbes u n d e rs to o d ) 

to  secure th e ir  p ro p e rty , th a n  to  secure the  te rm s o f  its  “ a lie n a tio n ” 

( Entjremdung), th e ir  r ig h t to  b u y  and sell. H ege l recognizes th a t whereas 

the  th in g s  exchanged are equal in  value, the  pa radox ica l social c o n ­

sequence is in eq ua lity , “ th e  a n t ith e s is  o f  g re a t w e a lth  an d  g rea t 

p o v e rty ” : “ to  h im  w h o  has, m o re  is g ive n .” 11 C o m m e rc ia l exchange 

creates a c o n t in u a lly  s e lf- re p ro d u c in g  ne tw o rk  o f  re la tio ns  between 

persons—“ ‘ society’ in  the  m o d e rn  sense o f  the  w o rd .” 12

T h e  new society is n o t an e thn ic  g ro up  o r  k in -based  clan (Stamm). 

I t  is the  d is s o lu tio n  o f  the  Volk as tra d it io n a lly  conceived.13 C om pared

10. Hegel's u nd e rs ta n d in g  o f  the  ro le  o f  co lon ies in  p ro d u c in g  th is  “ system o f  
need” (System der Sittlichkeit, JJ—8 0  [4 8 5 —8 8 ]) , the in s ta b ilit ie s  caused by consum er de­
pendency o n  p roducts fro m  “ abroad" (System derSittlichkeit, 83 [491J). as well as the d e h u ­
m aniz ing , exp lo ita tion  o f  labor th a t unde rg irds  com petitive , g lobal trade , d istinguishes 
h is d iscussion  fro m  the  b en ig n  a n t ic ip a tio n , m ore  co m m on  am ong E n lig h te n m e n t 
ph ilosophers, tha t increasing  com m erce w o u ld  b r in g  abou t in te rn a tio n a l peace and 
m u tu a l u n d e rs ta n d in g . W h ile  K a n t and o th e rs  had a s tro n g  moral c r it ic is m  o f  the  “ in ­
ju s tice s ”  o f  co lo n ia lism , th is  does n o t am ou n t to  a p h ilo s o p h ic a l com prehens ion  o f  
the new society . See M u th u , Enlightenment Against Empire, fo r  an in fo rm e d  and sym pathetic 
d iscussion o f  K a n t, D id e ro t, and H e rd e r (tha t appears unaware, hence unw arranted ly  
d ism issive o f  H ege l).

11. Hegel, Jenaer Systementwiirfe // /, 223 (244)*> see also B uck-M orss , “ E n v is io n in g  
C a p ita l,”  4 58 . T h e  rem arkable degree to  w h ich  H egel’s u nde rs tand ing  o f  bourgeois 
society in  these early w rit in g s  dovetails w ith  tha t o f  M arx is the theme o f  Marcuse, Reason 
and Revolution; and Lukacs, Derjunge Hegel.

12. R iede l, Between Tradition and Revolution, 45-
13. “TTie absolute b o n d  o f  the peop le, nam ely th e  eth ica l (das Sitthche), has van­

ished, and  the people (Volk) is d issolved”  (Hegel, System der Sittlichkeit, 8 4 .)  T h e  new so­
ciety produces a d if fe re n t fo rm  o f  ethics. Sittlichkeit is transla ted as “ e th ica l l ife , ”  b u t it
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w ith  c iv il society in  the  o ld  sense, bo u rg eo is  society is u n p a tr io t ic ,  

d r iv e n  to  push  b e yo n d  n a tio n a l l im its  in  tra d e . C o m m erce  is b o r ­

derless; its  place is the  sea. S tr ic t ly  speaking, the  econom y and  the  

n a t io n  are in c o m p a tib le  (S m ith  saw the c o lo n ia l econom y as d is ­

to r t in g  th e  n a tio n a l p o lity * 14). T h e  eco no m y is in f in i t e ly  expansive; 

the  n a tio n  c o n s tra in s  and  sets b o u n d s . H ege l u lt im a te ly  resolves 

th is  o p p o s it io n  between the  fo rce  o f  socie ty  an d  the  fo rce  o f  the  

state, w h ic h  p roduces th e ja n u s - fa c e d  in d iv id u a l as bourgeois/citqyen, 

b y  th e  in tro d u c t io n  o f  a p o lit ic a l c o n s t itu t io n  as a d if fe re n t  fo rm  o f  

in terdependency, p ro v id in g  an eth ica l corrective to  social inequa lities  

th ro u g h  laws so th a t each aspect, c iv il society and the state, enables 

the  o th e r  th ro u g h  th e ir  m u tu a l o p p o s it io n .15

In  h is read ing  o f  A d a m  S m ith , H ege l saw a d e sc rip tio n  o f  society 

tha t cha llenged the B r it is h  and  F rench  e n lig h te n m e n t t r a d i t io n  o n  

its  m ost sacred g ro u n d : th e  state o f  n a tu re . Far f ro m  a h is to r ic a l 

in v a r ia n t  and  in  s ta rk  o p p o s it io n  to  n a tu ra l law  the o ry , th is  is a 

h is to r ic a lly  spec ific  a n th ro p o lo g y  o f  m u tu a l dependency. W hereas 

co n tra c t th e o ry  f ro m  H obbes, to  Locke, to  Rousseau p o s ite d  the  

in d e p e n d e n t and  free  in d iv id u a l possessed o f  n a tu ra l lib e rtie s  as 

the s ta rtin g  p o in t  o f  p h ilo s o p h ic a l sp e c u la tio n , d e te rm in in g  the

is n o t m is lead ing  fo r  us to  u nd e rs tand  i t  in  te rm s o f  “ c u ltu re ” in  its  a n th rop o lo g ica l 
senses (whereas the H ege lian  w ord  Bildung, transla ted  as “ c u ltu re ,”  means educated o r 
“ cu ltiva te d ” ). T h e  new Sittlichkeit re fers to  the cu ltu re , n o t o f  an e th n ic  peop le, b u t o f  a 
social fo rm . Hegel believes, fo r  example, that Bildung has become the new ethos in  m o d ­
e rn  society: the  educa tion  o f  in d iv id u a ls  to  reason, o r  self-consciousness, replaces the 
fo rm  o f  ethical l ife  based in  the  fam ily, w h ich  is co llective , custom ary, and largely u n ­
reflected. I t  is th is  und e rs ta n d in g  o f  Sittlichkeit, I am a rgu ing , th a t allows h im  to  im ag ine  
A fr ic a n -b o rn  slaves adop ting  the  se lf-conscious ethos o f  m o d e rn  p o litic a l l ife

14. T h is  is a constant them e in  h is  w ritings . M erchant capita l is, fo r  example, 
in h e re n tly  u n p a tr io t ic  “ A  m erchan t, i t  has been said very p rop e rly , is n o t necessarily 
the c itizen  o f  any p a rt ic u la r c o u n try ”  (S m ith , Vie Wealth o f Nations, 519)

15. T h is  them e, antic ipa ted  in  the fin a l section , “ C o n s titu t io n ,”  o f  Hegel, Jenaer 
Systementwurfe II I, 238 (261) (see also above, note 7). is e laborated in  the Philosophy o f Right 
(1821). M any themes fro m  the Jena lectures reappear in  lectures o n  the ph ilo sop h y  o f  
r ig h t tha t Hegel gave almost yearly fro m  1817/18 to  1825 /26  (student notes taken fro m  
these have surv ived).
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te rm s f o r  e n te r in g  in to  societal and  con tra c tua l agreem ents, H ege l’s 

m o d e rn  sub ject is already in  a web o f  socia l dependencies because o f  

c o m m o d ity  exchange. B u t how  does H ege l m ove f ro m  the econom y 

to  the  state? R iede l observes o n ly  th a t the  state appears as a deus ex 

m ach ina to  rescue the  new society f ro m  lim itlessness and assert c o n ­

t r o l . 16 A n d  here  is w h e re  th in g s  ge t in te re s tin g .

“ Robinson Crusoe and Friday" 17

As H ege l is d e s c rib in g  the  new  society in  the  various  Jena lectu res, 

e x p lo r in g  th e  them e o f  “ m u tua l re co g n itio n ”  as “ re c o g n itio n  th ro u g h  

exchange” (Anerkanntsein im Tausch), he speaks f o r  the  f ir s t  t im e  o f  the  

re la tio n s h ip  between “ m aster”  and “ slave.” 18 T h e  reader can no t h e lp  

b u t be s tru ck  by the  fact th a t th is  them e pops u p  a longside the  d e ­

s c r ip t io n  o f  the system o f  need  in  a l l  o f  th e  texts. We are  com p e lle d  

to  ask: w hat is the  c o n n e c tio n  between th e  m aster-slave re la tio n s h ip  

and  the  new g lob a l econom y? W ha t, fo llo w in g  the  experts, w o u ld  

lead us to  be lieve th a t he is ap pe a ling  here  to  A r is to t le ?  A n d  i f  he 

is u s in g  slavery a lle g o rica lly  to  describe o n ly  the  do m es tic  side o f  

the  F re n ch  R e v o lu tio n , th e n  w hat does th a t have to  do  w ith  the  s i­

m u lta ne ous  d iscuss ion  o f  c o m m o d ity  trade?

In  th e  1 8 0 5 —6 Jena texts, H ege l moves in  ra p id  succession 

am o ng  e co n o m ic  them es (p in  m ak ing , th e  m ovem en t o f  th in g s  in  

exchange, the  d e h u m a n iz a tio n  o f  the  w o rk e r )  an d  the  p o lit ic a l 

them es o f  m aster an d  slave an d  the  “ s trugg le  o f  l i fe  an d  d e a th ,” 

w h e re in  “ m u tu a l re c o g n itio n ” appears “ in  its extrem e fo rm ” (ad d ing  

the  m arg in a l n o ta t io n : “ v io len ce , d o m in a t io n  and su b m iss io n ” ) . 19 

C o nce p tua lly , th e  re v o lu tio n a ry  s trugg le  o f  slaves, w ho o v e rth ro w

16. R iede l, Between Tradition and Revolution, 125-
17- See “ H egel a n d  H a it i , ” 6 ln l l4 .
18. T h e  deta ils o f  these are  spelled o u t in  the te x t and foo tno tes  o f  “ Hegel and  

H a i t i , ”  section 8, b e g in n in g  o n  page 52.
19 H ege l, Jenaer Systementwurfe II I, 203 (2 2 2 )
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th e ir  ow n  se rv itu de  an d  estab lish  a c o n s t itu t io n a l state, p ro v id e s  

the  th e o re tic a l h in g e  th a t takes Hegel's analysis o u t o f  the  lim itle s s ly  

e xp a n d in g  c o lo n ia l econom y an d  o n to  the  p lane o f  w o r ld  h is to ry , 

w h ic h  he de fines  as the re a liz a tio n  o f  fre e d o m —a th e o re tic a l s o lu ­

t io n  th a t was ta k in g  place in  p ra c tice  in  H a it i  at th a t v e ry  m o m e n t. 

T h e  c o n n e c tio n  seems obvious, so obvious th a t the b u rd e n  o f  p r o o f  

w o u ld  seem to  fa l l  o n  those w h o  w ish  to  argue o th e rw ise . T h e  in ­

te rp re ta t io n  s u p p o rts  R itte r 's  g e n e ra lly  accepted thesis th a t w ith  

H egel, “ p h ilo so p h y  becomes the  th e o ry  o f  its age,” 20 and i t  e lim inates 

w hat bo thered  R iede l, the  apparen t a rb itra rin ess  o f  in tro d u c in g  the 

state as a deus ex m ach ina. M u tu a l re co g n itio n  am ong equals emerges 

w ith  log ica l necessity o u t o f  the  c o n tra d ic tio n s  o f  slavery, n o t the  

least o f  w h ich  is t ra d in g  h u m a n  slaves as, legally, “ th in g s ,”  w h e n  they 

show themselves capable o f  b e c o m in g  the  active agents o f  h is to ry  by 

s tru g g lin g  against slavery in  a “ battle o f  re c o g n it io n ” u n d e r  the  ba n ­

n e r, “ L ib e r ty  o r  D e a th !” 21 W ha t, th e n , w o u ld  accoun t fo r  tw o  c e n ­

tu r ie s  o f  h is to r ic a l o b liv io n ?

T h is  is the puzzle tha t launched the w r it in g  o f  “ Hege l and H a it i. ” 

I t  led  in  unexpected d ire c tio n s , tu g g in g  me in to  a w h o le  web o f  re ­

la ted  evidence tha t sh ifte d  the focus tow a rd  H a it i ,  to  be sure, b u t 

even m ore  tow ard  the  issue o f  scho la rsh ip , and  how  the c o n s tru c tio n  

o f  an ob ject o f  research over t im e  can h id e  as m u ch  as i t  illu m in a te s . 

U ltim a te ly , “ H ege l and  H a it i”  is ab ou t the  c o n n e c tio n , the  “ a n d ” 

th a t lin k s  these two h is to r ic a l phenom ena in  silence. W h a t drove me, 

an d  in  fact angered m e in  th e  cou rse  o f  th is  research was an i n ­

creasing awareness o f  th e  l im its  th a t scho la rsh ip  places u p o n  o u r  

im a g in a tio n , so th a t the  p h e n o m e n o n  ca lled  H e ge l an d  the  p h e ­

n o m e n o n  c a lle d  H a it i ,  p o ro u s ly  in te rc o n n e c te d  at th e  t im e  o f  th e ir

2 0 . “Just as the  peop le  had ra ised i t  as th e ir  banner, so Hegel takes u p  the idea 
o f  freedom  and makes i t  the ‘basic e lem ent’ and ‘sole m a tte r’ o f  h is  ph ilosophy. . .Hegel 
in  th is  way makes ph ilo sop h y  the theory o f  the age”  (R itte r , Hegd and the French Revolu­
tion, 4 8 ) .

21. R iede l, Between Tradition and Revolution, 125* See also “ H egel and H a it i , ”  54n 93<
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o r ig in s  (as newspapers and jo u rn a ls  c learly d o cu m e n t) had becom e 

severed by the  h is to ry  o f  th e ir  t ra n s m is s io n . T o  evoke the specter o f  

E u ro c e n tr is m  at th is  p o in t  is easy, o f  course, b u t i t  begs the ques­

t io n  o f  h o w  E u ro c e n tr is m  i ts e l f  was c o n s tru c te d  h is to r ic a lly , and 

w h a t ro le  H a it i  m ig h t  have p layed  in  th a t process.

S h ifts  in  h is to r ic a l in te rp re ta t io n  are n o t the  in v e n tio n  o f  one 

p e rso n . T h e  w o rk  o f  u n re la te d  scho lars b u ild s  u p o n  each o th e r. 

T h e  H ege l scho la rs have been m e tic u lo u s  in  th e ir  d o c u m e n ta tio n , 

and p rec ise ly  because o f  th e ir  tho roughness , i t  is possib le  to  locate 

the  ho les in  o u r  know ledge th a t m o re  careless research w o u ld  have 

obscured. These holes reveal the fragm ents  o f  a n o th e r s to ry  b e h in d  

the  o f f ic ia l one, and  in  t ry in g  to  p u t pa rts  o f  i t  tog e the r, I  d iscov ­

ered w rite rs  f r o m  diverse d is c ip lin e s  whose scho la rsh ip  is some o f  

the m ost e x c it in g  and o r ig in a l o f  o u r  t im e . T h e  H a it ia n  R e v o lu tio n  

lies at the  crossroads o f  m u lt ip le  d iscourses as a d e f in in g  m o m e n t 

in  w o r ld  h is to ry . I t  is im p oss ib le  to  swallow  S am uel H u n t in g to n ’s 

g lib  d ism issa l o f  H a it i as f u l ly  m a rg in a l to  the  h is to ry  o f  c iv iliz a ­

tio n s , a “ lo n e  c o u n try ” tha t “ lacks c u ltu ra l c o m m o n a lity  w ith  o th e r 

societies,” 22 a fte r re a d in g jo a n  Dayan, H aiti, History and the Gods, S iby lle  

F ischer, Modernity Disavowed, Peter L in e b a u g h  and M arcus R ed ike r, 

The Marry-Headed Hydra, M ic h e l- R o lf  T r o u i l lo t ,  Silencing the Past, and  

the  m any essays by D a v id  P. Geggus, n o t  to  speak o f  the  classics: 

C .L .R . Jam es, The BlackJacobins (19 38 ), E r ic  W ill ia m s , Capitalism and 

Slavery (1 9 4 4 ), D a v id  B r io n  Davis, The Problem o f Slavey in the Age o f 

Revolution (l9 7 5 )»  R o b in  B la c k b u rn , The Overthrow o f Colonial Slavery 

(1 9 8 8 ), and  Paul G ilro y , The Black Atlantic (1 9 9 2 ).

“ H ege l and H a it i”  sup po rts  a s h ift  in  know ledge away f ro m  tra ­

d it io n a l h ie ra rc h ie s  o f  s ig n ifica n ce . I t  ins is ts  th a t facts are im p o r ­

ta n t n o t as data w ith  f ix e d  m ean ings , b u t  as con ne c tive  pathways 

that can c o n tin u e  to  su rp ris e  us. Facts s h o u ld  in s p ire  im a g in a tio n

22 H u n tin g to n , Clash o f Civilizations, 136.
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ra th e r  th a n  ty in g  i t  dow n . T h e  less they are subsum ed u n d e r  the  

f ic t io n  o f  secure know ledge, m arshaled as p r o o f  o f  a p re d e te rm in e d  

an d  a u th o r ita tiv e  thesis, the  m o re  t r u th  they are capable o f  revea l­

ing. Ins tead  o f  d e fe n d in g  a n o t io n  o f  in te lle c tu a l tu r f ,  the  p o in t  o f  

scho la rly  debate shou ld  be to  extend the  h o r iz o n  o f  h is to r ic a l im ag­

in a t io n .  T h e re  is a p o lit ic s  to  such co llec tive  scho la rsh ip . Its  goal is 

to  p ro du ce  know ledge f  o r  a g loba l p u b lic  sphere w o rth y  o f  the  nam e, 

w here d e f in in g  bo un da ries  are n o t d e te rm in e d  in  advance as a c o n ­

sequence o f  m o n o p o ly  c o n tro l o ve r know ledge by h is to ry ’s w inne rs .

Hegel knew, but does it  m atter?

F o r ra is in g  the q u e s tio n  o f  w h e th e r H e ge l was in d e e d  in s p ire d  

by events in  S a in t-D o m in g u e , c re d it  m us t go to  P ie r re -F ra n k l in  

Tavares. D ra w in g  o n  French, ra the r th a n  G erm an sources and re ly ing  

on  his ow n sou nd  in tu it io n s ,  Tavares w ro te  a series o f  b r ie f ,  spec­

u la tive  a rtic les  in  the  early  1990s th a t m ade b o ld  c la im s: H ege l was 

“ p re o c c u p ie d ” f r o m  the  ea rlies t years w ith  the  c o n te m p o ra ry  issue 

o f  slavery; c r it ic is m s  o f  slavery can be de tected  even w h e n  ca m o u ­

flaged in  th e  g a rb  o f  th e  an c ien ts ; th e  yo u n g  H ege l, rea de r o f  th e  

A b b e  R a yna l’s h is to ry  o f  the  In d ie s , was b e tte r  in fo rm e d  a b o u t 

C a rib b e a n  slavery th a n  he le t i t  appear; in de ed , H e g e l re m a in e d  a 

“ R ayna lis t”  th ro u g h o u t his l i fe .23

S ince the  p u b lic a t io n  o f  “ H ege l and H a it i , ”  N ic k  N e s b itt has 

in it ia te d  a re a d in g  o f  H e g e l’s m a tu re  w o rk , the  Philosophy o f Right 

(1821), f ro m  the  perspective o f  the  S a in t-D o m in g u e  slaves, c o n -

23. Thanks to  P ie rre -F ra n k lin  Tavares, and to  H e n ry  R o b e r t jo lib o is  o f  th e  H a i­
tia n  M in is try  o f  C u ltu re , fo r  m a k in g  available to  me these a rtic le s , tha t g rew  o u t o f  
Tavares' w o rk  o n  a d o c to ra l d isse rta tion  (Tavares, “ H egel, c r it iq u e  de l 'A fr iq u e ” ). See 
“ La C o n ce p tio n  de l ’A fr iq u e  de H eg e l,”  153“ bb; “ H egel e tl'a b b e  G re g o ire ,”  I 55~ 73» 
“ Hegel et H a iti,”  113—31; “ Hegel, ph ilosophe anti-esdavagiste.”  Tavares cu rren tly  w rites 
on  the con tem pora ry  cris is in  the Ivo ry  Coast, as o ff ic ia l in  charge o f  F ra n co -A fr ica n  
a ffa irs  in  the o ffice  o f  the M ayor o f  E p in a y -su r-S e in e .
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e lu d in g  th a t th is  “ progress ive ” tex t moves fu r th e r  th a n  the  abstrac­

tio n s  o f  the  m o re  “ t im id ” Phenomenology, p ro v id in g  “ th e  f ir s t  g rea t 

analysis o f  the  H a it ia n  R e v o lu tio n ” in  its  “ e x p lic a tio n  and  rad ica l 

defense o f  the  r ig h t  o f  slaves to  re v o lt .” 24 W h ile  we m ay d i f f e r  in  

o u r  emphasis and  disagree o n  details, Tavares and N e s b itt, focu s ing  

o n  d if fe re n t texts, c o n c u r as to  the  obviousness o f  the  c o n n e c tio n .25 

As fa r as H a it ia n  scholars are concerned , they were n o t s u rp rise d  by 

m y p re s e n ta tio n  o f  “ H ege l and H a it i ”  in  P o r t-a u -P r in c e  in  2 0 0 5  

(they already knew  o f  Tavares’s a rt ic le s ).25

I t  is curious th a t Tavares’s speculations have n o t been m ore  w ide ly 

debated, and I regret having com e u p o n  his artic les so late in  m y ow n 

research. B u t b e fo re  ru s h in g  to o  q u ic k ly  to  see th is  scho la r, an 

A fr ic a n , as v ic t im  o f  E u ro -A m e r ic a n  academic hegem ony (Tavares, 

a French c it iz e n , stud ied in  Paris; the  H e ge l estab lishm ent has shown 

n o  great in te re s t in  m y ow n w o rk ) , we need to  c o n s id e r no t o n ly  

H ege l’s H a it i ,  b u t H a i t i ’s H ege l, th a t is, the  A fro -C a r ib b e a n  re ­

c e p tio n  o f  H ege l th a t c la im s h im  as th e i r  ow n. N e s b itt has traced 

th is  legacy th ro u g h  the  w o rk  o f  A im e  C esa ire , whose in f lu e n t ia l  

c o n c e p tio n  o f  negritude, r e fe r r in g  to  the  A f r ic a n  d ia s p o ra ’s s e lf­

u n d e rs ta n d in g  based o n  “ a co m m o n  experience  o f  s u b ju g a tio n  and 

ens lavem en t,”  cons ide rs  th e  slave’s s e lf- l ib e ra t io n  in  the  H a it ia n  

R e vo lu tio n  as “ e m b le m a tic .” 27 Cesaire reca lled to  N e s b itt  pe rsona lly  

his y o u th fu l exc ite m en t in  d isco ve rin g  H y p p o lite ’s new tra n s la t io n

24* N esb itt, “ T ro p in g  Toussa in t, R ead ing  R e v o lu tio n ,” l8 —33*
25- N esbitt has the most radical reading o f  H ege l. Tavares’ read ing, th ro u g h  the 

French sources, tones dow n H egel’s p o litic s , suggesting tha t H egel was always a grad­
u a lis t, b e lie v in g  tha t slaves th ro u g h  the d is c ip lin e  o f  w o rk  earned th e ir  fre e d om , 
whereas the  to o  ra p id  l ib e ra tio n  o f  th e  slaves declared by Toussaint m arked th e ir  “ sec­
o n d  defeat" (Tavares, “ H ege l, p h ilosophe  anti-esclavagiste ," 27 ).

26 . Chemtns Critiques, the jo u rn a l in  w hich  several o f  Tavares’ artic les appeared, is 
a H a itia n  p u b lic a tio n . Thanks to  M a rie -L u c ie  Vendryes, d ire c to r general o f  the Musee 
Pantheon N a tio n a l H a itie n , R epub lic  o f  H a iti, fo r  h e r com m ents o n  my p resen ta tion .

27* C ited  in  N esb itt, Voicing Memoiy, 21. N esb itt discusses H ege l’s Phenomenology w ith  
C esaire ’s 1963 play La Tragedie du roi Christophe, as p u t t in g  toge ther Y o ru b a /V o d o u  and 
H ege lian  ph ilosoph ies  o f  h is to ry  (VoicmgMemory, 143)*
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o f  H e ge l’s Phenomenology (1941): “ W h e n  the F rench tra n s la t io n  o f  the  

Phenomenology f irs t  came ou t, I  showed i t  to  S enghor, and  said to  h im  

‘L is te n  to  w hat H ege l says, L e o p o ld : to  a rr iv e  at the  U n ive rsa l, one 

m ust im m e rse  o n e s e lf in  the  P a rticu la r! ” ’28 C e s a ire u n d e rs to o d  tha t 

the  t ru ly  p ro d u c tiv e , “ u n iv e rs a l”  experience o f  rea d ing  H ege l is n o t 

th ro u g h  a sum m ary o f  the  to ta l and  to ta liz in g  system, b u t  th ro u g h  

the  l ib e ra t io n  th a t o n e ’s ow n im a g in a t io n  can achieve by e n c o u n ­

te r in g  d ia le c tica l th in k in g  in  its  m ost con c re te  e x e m p lif ic a tio n .

I f  the  q u e s tio n  o f  H e ge l’s sources were a ll th a t was at stake, the  

resu lts  m ig h t  be in c o rp o ra te d  in to  p resen t d is c ip l in a ry  s truc tu re s , 

con tested o r  n o t  am o ng  H ege l scho lars as a source o f  in flu e n c e  o r  

e xp la n a tio n  o f  c o n te x t, b u t n o t essentia l to  the  m e a n in g  o f  the  fa ­

m o u s  d ia le c tic  o f  m aste r a n d  slave. T h e  h is to ry  o f  p h ilo s o p h ic  

scho la rsh ip  is an exam ple o f  h o w  the  c o lo n ia l experience has been 

exc luded  f ro m  the  s tories  W este rn  th o u g h t te lls  ab ou t its e lf. As a 

c e rta in  p ro fesso r o f  p h ilo s o p h y  to ld  m e frank ly , “ even i f  H ege l were 

w r i t in g  w ith  H a it i in  m in d ,  i t  w o u ld  n o t change the  way th a t I  teach 

H e g e l” —a rem arkab le  s ta tem ent th a t f  ro m  a c e rta in  perspective is 

ju s t i f ie d ,  o f  course, b u t i t  was p rec ise ly  th is  perspective  th a t I  was 

h o p in g  to  u n se ttle , p la c in g  em phasis o n  the  lin k in g  c o n ju n c t io n , 

the  “ an d ,”  to  the  p o in t  w here we c a n n o t t h in k  H ege l without H a it i .  

Scholars o f  m o d e rn  ph ilosoph ies o f  freedom  are hobb led  in  a ttem p t­

in g  to  do  th e ir  w o rk  in  ig n o ra n c e  o f  H a it ia n  h is to ry . H is to r ic a l 

c o n te x t perm eates m o d e rn  p h ilo s o p h y —tha t was in d e e d  H e g e l’s 

m o d e rn is t, se lf-c o n s c io u s  in te n t .  B u t the  reverse is t ru e  as w e ll. 

Because o f  h is  o w n  ins is tence  o n  the  necessary in te rc o n n e c t io n  be­

tw een h is to ry  an d  t r u th ,  H e g e l’s p h ilo s o p h y  c a n n o t be d iv o rc e d  

f r o m  the  rep ress ions th ro u g h  w h ic h  the  re fe re n t th a t we ca ll H ege l 

has com e to  be h is to r ic a lly  kn o w n .

16

2 8 . N esb itt, Voicing Memory, 120.
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Hegel’s Silence

O n e  caveat deserves c o n s id e ra tio n . I f  i t  is in d is p u ta b le  tha t H ege l 

knew  abou t H a it i ,  as d id  indeed  the  e n tire  E uropean re a d in g  p u b ­

lic , why is th e re  n o t m o re  e x p lic it  d iscuss ion  in  h is  tex ts?  N e s b itt  

considers the  references d ire c t  enough f o r  anyone liv in g  at the  t im e  

to  u n d e rs ta n d , and  th a t m ay be. B u t th e  fac t th a t th e y  have been 

system atica lly ove rlo oked  fo r  several c e n tu rie s  is n o t o n ly  the  re ­

s p o n s ib il ity  o f  la te r  scho la rs. T o  w h a t degree is H e g e l h im s e lf  ac­

c o u n ta b le  f o r  the  e ffec tive  s ile n c in g  o f  the  H a it ia n  R e v o lu tio n ?  

Tavares speaks spec ifica lly  to  th is  p o in t,  c la im in g  th a t le silence de Hegel 

is a consequence o f  h is c o n n e c tio n s  w ith  F reem asonry. D ra w in g  

f ro m  the  w o rk  o f  Jacques d ’H o n d t,  he argues th a t H ege l’s tendency 

to  “ d iss im u la te  o r  keep s ile n t re g a rd in g  c e rta in  o f  his sources o f  

d o cu m e n ta tio n  and in fo rm a t io n ” was ty p ic a l o f  m em bers o f  the  se­

cre t b ro th e rh o o d , w h ich  p a r tic u la r ly  in  these re v o lu tio n a ry  tim es 

was u n d e r  p o lit ic a l s u s p ic io n .29 D ’H o n d t  in s is ts  th a t th is  co n n e c ­

t io n  makes an eso te ric  re a d in g  o f  H e g e l necessary ge ne ra lly .30

W ith o u t d o u b t, the  in f lu e n c e  o f  F reem asonry  was p ro fo u n d  at 

the  tim e , fu s in g  c o n tra d ic to ry  desires fo r  p o lit ic a l secrecy and  p u b ­

l ic  transparency, e n lig h te n m e n t reason and  h e rm e tic  m ys tic ism , 

m o d e rn is m  a n d  e te rn a l know ledge. F reem asonry  is a c o n tin u o u s  

th re a d  in  the  s to ry  o f  H ege l and H a it i,  c o n n e c tin g  the  s la ve -tra d in g  

po rts  o f  B o rd ea ux , the  p la n ta tio n s  o f  S a in t-D o m in g u e , E n g lis h  

antis lavery au tho rs , the  jo u rn a lis ts  re p o r t in g  fo r  Minerva f ro m  Paris, 

and book pub lishe rs  in  G erm any.31 H ege l was p a rt o f  th is  vast, co m ­

m u n ic a tin g  ne tw o rk , w h ich  he knew  to  in c lu d e  Garve, A rc h e n h o lz ,

29. Tavares, "H egel et H a it i , ”  119.
30. See d 'H o n d t, Hegel Secret, especially chap. I ,  “ M in e rva ,”  w h ic h  deals w ith  the  

jo u rn a l's  coverage o f  the F rench R e vo lu tion  (b u t n o t its  fre q u e n t a rtic les o n  S a in t- 
D o m in g u e ; hence Tavares’s o m iss io n  o f  th is  c o n n e c tio n ). O n  d ’H o n d t, see “ H ege l 
and H a it i , ”  62nI2I.

31. See “ H egel and H a it i , ”  section IO, b e g in n in g  o n  page 6 0 .
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R a in s fo rd , C o tta , and O e lsn e r (a ll o f  w h om  make an appearance in  

“ H ege l and  H a i t i ” ). O n e  canno t h e lp  b u t be s tru ck  by the  a ff in it ie s  

between the  p o lit ic s  o f  H ege l’s ea rly  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  s p ir it ,  and h is  

rea d ing  o f  the  jo u rn a l Minerva, w ith  its M a s o n -s p ir ite d  endo rsem en t 

o f  G iro n d in  cosm opo litan ism  c o m m itte d  to  the  in te rn a tio n a l spread 

o f  re v o lu tio n a ry  ideals, e x p lic it ly  in c lu d in g  T oussa in t L ’O v e rtu re ’s 

re p u b lic , yet c r it ic a l o f  w ha t H ege l in  th e  Phenomenology ca lled  the  

“ abstract n e g a tio n ” o f  re v o lu tio n a ry  te r ro r .

O e ls n e r ’s H is to r ic a l L e tte rs  f ro m  Paris, p u b lis h e d  in  M inerva, 

c r it ic iz e d  the  lo c a l Jacob ins  as “ cann iba ls ” (Menschenfleischfresser). H e 

dep lo red  th e ir  s tr iv in g  fo r  “a w ild  dem ocracy” th a t cou ld  d rive  “ the  

m ost c iv ilized n a t io n  in to  th e  deepest ba rba rism .”32 A n d  i t  was R a ins­

fo rd , also p a rt o f  the  Minerva F reem asonry ne tw o rk , w ho  made the 

c o n tra ry  h is to r ic a l m ovem en t e x p lic it:  w h ile  the  “ assassins and exe­

c u tio n e rs ” o f  Ja co b in  F rance were causing “ a great and po lish e d  na­

t io n ” to  re tu rn  to  “ the  b a rb a rism  o f  the  ea rlies t p e r io d s ,”  the  w o r ld  

saw in  the  “ B lack R epub lic ,”  the  rise o f  “ negroes em ancipa ting  th e m ­

selves f r o m  the  v iles t slavery, and at once f i l l i n g  the  re la tio n s  o f  

society, e n a c tin g  laws, and  c o m m a n d in g  a rm ies , le av in g  slavery’s 

b a rb a ris m  b e h in d .” 33 (These cosm o po litan s  were n o t g u ilty  o f  the  

la te r charge th a t E uropeans fa ile d  to  recogn ize  th e  b a rb a r is m  o f  

th e ir  ow n m o d e rn ity .34)

32. C ite d  in  Saine, Black Bread—White Bread, 2 92 . T h e re  were m any such c o m p a r­
isons to  barbarism  and cann iba lism  at the tim e , docum en ted  by Saine, w ho  gives re ­
peated evidence th a t the masses were n o t in c lu d e d  in  G erm an lib e ra l a ffirm a tio n s  o f  
the re vo lu tio na ry  F rench  R epub lic . Volk is s im p ly  n o t a p os itive  category in  e igh teen th - 
centu ry  G erm an th o u gh t. W h ile  n o t m e n tio n in g  Hegel as one o f  the readers o f  Minerva, 
Saine underlines the im portance o f  th is  jo u rn a l,  and specifically the reports  by O e lsner 
(w hom  we know  H egel m et in  B e rne ): “ O ne m ust in  fact seriously w eigh  the poss ib ility  
tha t i t  was the lengthy and detailed dispatches by O e lsner and the young ‘Fre ihe itsso lda t’ 
(an anonym ous so ld ie r fo r  freedom ) in  the  Minerva—w ith o u t a d o u b t the most in f lu ­
e n tia l and w id e ly  re a d jo u rn a l dea ling  w ith  co n te m po ra ry  a ffa irs—w hich  m ore  than  
a n y th in g  else in flu e n ce d  the G erm an lib e ra ls ’ view o f  the re v o lu tio n  at th is  stage [A u ­
gust 1792 ]”  (Black Bread—White Bread, 361)

33. R a ins fo rd , Historical Account, x—x i. R a ins fo rd  is m ak ing  th e  contrast to o  strong, 
as H a iti c learly had its  own R evo lu tion a ry  T e rro r.

34. See the discussion o f  th is  charge in  Fischer, Modernity Disavowed.
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S ib y lle  F ischer is r ig h t  to  observe th a t by b re a k in g  o f f  his d is ­

cussion o f  the  m aster-s lave d ia le c tic  before the slave rebels, H ege l 

inv ites  readers o f  the  Phenomenology ( in c lu d in g  h is  o w n  c o n te m p o ­

ra ries) to  “ f i l l  in  th e  sketchy t ra n s it io n ,”  and  th a t th is  in v ita t io n  has 

led  o v e r the  years to  “ som e o f  the  m ost p ro fo u n d  d isagreem ents in  

the  H e g e l l i te ra tu re .” 35 * S ilen ce  has the  p o w e r o f  e l ic it in g  co n je c ­

tu re , a n d  as the  fig u re  is H ege l, whose a u th o r ity  is beyond qu es tio n , 

we are q u ic k  to  p resum e an a u th o r ia l reason f o r  th is  s ile n ce .35 Yet 

the  s im p les t answer m ay be the  m ost adequate.

In  the  Jena years, H ege l was fe e lin g  a n y th in g  b u t the  g rea t fig u re  

we now  take h im  to  be. W h e n  he com p le te d  the  Phenomenology, he was 

o n ly  th ir ty -s ix ,  and his li fe  was in  sham bles. T e rry  P in k a rd ’s recen t 

b iog raphy  describes H e ge l’s ex is tentia l d e s titu tio n : “W ith  n o  m oney, 

n o  real p a y in g  jo b ,  and a c h i ld  by a w o m a n  w h o  was m a rr ie d  to  

som eone w h o  had re c e n tly  a b an do ned  h e r  [H e g e l’s la n d lo r d ! ] ,  

H ege l’s s itu a t io n  now  becam e co m p le te ly  a n d  to ta lly  despera te .” 37 

Such a m an was n o t lik e ly  to  in c lu d e  in  h is f irs t  m a jo r  p u b lic a t io n  

e x p lic it references to  H a it i  th a t w o u ld  be apprec ia ted  by n e ith e r  the

35- F ischer, Modernity Disavowed, 2 8 . As a co n tra s t to  m y own in te rp re ta tio n  o f  
Hegel as an a d m ire r o f  the slave re v o lu tio n , she re fers to  J u d ith  B u tle r ’s in q u iry  in to  
th is  silence, tha t concludes Hegel's re s o lu tio n  o f  the d ia le c tic  was “dystop ic," analogous 
to  Foucault’s view, “ accord ing  to  w hich  subjects canno t, in  the s tr ic t sense, be libe ra ted  
fro m  oppression, since they com e in to  existence o n ly  as e ffects o f  ju s t th a t oppression” 
(ModernityDisavowed, 2 8 ). B u tle r  is n o t a rgu in g  fo r  h is to ric a l in te n t; h e r textua l in te r ­
p re ta tio n  is consciously m ediated by the present—as is m in e  f ro m  a d if fe re n t c r it ic a l-  
theo re tica l perspective. W h ile  d if fe r in g  in  m ethod, as fa r as the p o litic s  o f  o u r  w o rk  is 
concerned, B u tle r and I are n o t as opposed in  o u r “ ideo log ica l com m itm ents”  (Modernity 
Disavowed, 28) as i t  m ig h t appear.

36. F ischer in te rp re ts  H ege l’s silence psychoanalytica lly: “T h is , i t  s trikes me, is 
the s to ry  o f  ’Hegel and H a it i. ’ I t  is a s to ry  o f  deep am biva lence, p robab ly  fasc ina tion , 
p robab ly  fea r, and u ltim a te ly  disavowal" (Modernity Disavowed, 3 2 ).

37. P inka rd , Hegel, 2 3 0 . “ In  1806, Goethe fin a lly  managed to  get H egel a salary 
o f  IOO Tha le rs [an am oun t made fam ous by K a n t’s example in  The Critique ofPureReason*], 
b u t th is  “ a m oun ted  to  l it t le  m ore than  an h o n o ra r iu m ” (Hegel, 2 2 3 ). H ege l, a fte r a t­
ta in in g  bourgeois respectab ility  th ro u gh  an acceptable m arriage, u lt im a te ly  to o k  f in a n ­
c ia l re spo n s ib ility  f o r  h is ille g itim a te  son, Ludw ig , w hom  he encouraged when a young 
m an to  jo in  the D utch  m erchan t m arines. Lud w ig  d ied in  southeast Asia in  1831, the 
same year as H egel.

I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  P A R T  O N E
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p re sen t G e rm a n  a u th o r it ie s , n o r  N a p o le o n  w ho was resp on s ib le  

fo r  T oussa in t L ’O v e rtu re ’s recent death and  was ju s t th e n  in v a d in g  

H ege l’s c ity. T h e  a s p ir in g  p h ilo s o p h e r, w ho was s tak ing o u t as h is  

l i fe ’s w o rk  the  task o f  g ra sp in g  in  p h ilo s o p h y  the  h is to r ic a l events o f  

th e  age, was n o t  a b o u t to  get h im s e lf  a rre s te d .38

F rench  so ld ie rs  in  Jena  ransacked the  house w h e re  H e ge l was 

staying: “ Knaves have, to  be sure, messed u p  m y papers lik e  lo tte ry  

t ic k e ts .” 39 T o  leave Jena , he seized the o n ly  jo b  o p p o r tu n ity  h is  

fr ie n d s  c o u ld  f in d  h im , and  m oved to  B am berg to  e d it  a da ily  p o l i t ­

ica l newspaper, the  Bamberger j&itung, th a t was sym pathetic to  N a po leo n  

in  its o u tlo o k .40 T h e re  are thus m u ltip le , q u ite  m un da ne  reasons fo r  

H ege l’s silence, f  ro m  fear o f  p o lit ic a l repercussions, to  the  im p ac t o f  

N a po leo ns  v ic to ry , to  the  hazards o f  m o v in g  and personal u p ro o t-  

ings. T he re  is cause to  w o n d e r about the  fate o f  m iss ing evidence—the 

“ m ere h is to ry ” th a t was d iscarded  f ro m  the end o f  the 18 0 3  System 

der Sittlichkeit;*1 the  last page(s) o f  the f in a l fra g m e n t 22 th a t are m iss­

in g  f ro m  the 1803—4 j ena System42—as w e ll as the  m otives o f  H ege l’s 

p o s thum o us  ed ito rs  in  m a k in g  the  o f f ic ia l se lec tion  o f  h is  w o rks .43 

B u t the re  is n o  d o u b t th a t H ege l and  H a it i  be lo ng  tog e the r.

38. H e  was dazzled to  see N ap o leo n —“ th is  w o r ld -s o u l” —w ho rode  in to  Jena the  
day b e fo re  the  b a ttle  (O c to b e r 1 8 0 6 ). “ I t  is indeed  a w o n d e rfu l sensation to  see such 
an in d iv id u a l, w ho, co ncen tra ted  here at a s ingle p o in t, as tride  a horse, reaches o u t 
over the w o r ld  and masters i t  . . . th is  e x tra o rd in a ry  man, w hom  i t  is im poss ib le  n o t 
to  a d m ire " (H ege l’s le t te r  to  N ie th a m m e r, c ite d  in  P inka rd , Hegel, 2 2 8 ). B u t as P inka rd  
notes, i t  is m yth ica l to  make to o  m uch o f  th is  now  legendary m eeting , as the  Phenome­
nology had already been w ritte n , and as H egel also experienced the h o rro rs  o f  the  battle , 
“ nobody has im ag ined  war as we have seen i t ” (c ite d  in  P inka rd , Hegel, 2 3 0 )

39. C ite d  in  P inka rd , Hegel, 2 28 .
4 0 . P inkard , Hegel, 242—43* Hegel w rote  in  positive a n tic ip a tion , “ I pursue w o rld  

events w ith  c u rio s ity ” ; he hoped to  b r in g  the newspaper to  the  level o f  the French press, 
w h ile  m a in ta in in g  the  “ p ed a n try  and im p a r t ia lity  in  news re p o rts  th a t above a ll the  
Germ ans dem and.”

41. A c c o rd in g  to  its  e a rly  e d ito r  (R u d o lf  H aym ) the le c tu re  m a n u s c rip t fro m  
w hich  th is  text was pub lished  ( in  1857). degenerated in to  “ mere h is to ry ,” and i t  is at least 
conceivable that th is  h istory, ign o re d  by Haym, bore on  events in  S a in t-D o m in g u e . See 
“ H ege l and H a it i , ” 53^91.

42  See “ H ege l and H a it i , "  5 2 n g o .
4 3 . See “ H egel a n d  H a it i , ” 4 9 n 8 2 .
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HEGEL AND HAITI*

i

B y  T H E  E IG H T E E N T H  C E N T U R Y ,  slavery had becom e the ro o t  

m e tapho r o f  W estern p o lit ic a l ph ilosophy, c o n n o tin g  eve ry th ing  tha t 

was ev il about pow er re la tio n s .1 Freedom , its concep tua l an tithesis , 

was con s id e red  b y  E n lig h te n m e n t th in k e rs  as th e  h ighest an d  u n i ­

versal p o lit ic a l value. Y et th is  p o lit ic a l m e ta p h o r began to  take ro o t  

at precisely th e  t im e  tha t the econom ic practice o f  slavery—the system­

atic, h ig h ly  soph istica ted cap ita lis t enslavem ent o f  non-Europeans as 

a la b o r fo rce  in  the  co lon ies—was in c re a s in g  q u a n tita tiv e ly  and  i n ­

te n s ify in g  qu a lita tive ly  to  th e  p o in t  tha t by th e  m id -e ig h te e n th  cen ­

tu ry  i t  came to  u n d e rw r ite  the  e n t ire  e co n o m ic  system o f  the  W est, 

pa radox ica lly  f  a c ilita t in g  th e  g lob a l sp read  o f  th e  very E n lig h te n ­

m en t ideals th a t were in  such fu n d a m e n ta l c o n tra d ic t io n  to  it .

*Th is  ch ap te r was prev ious ly  pub lished  as “ H egel and H a it i ”  in  C ritical Inquiry 26 
(S um m er 2 0 0 0 )*  821—65. I t  is re p r in te d  here w ith  o n ly  m in o r  changes.

I.  “ F o r e ig h te e n th -ce n tu ry  th in k e rs  w ho contem pla ted  the subject, slavery stood 
as the cen tra l m e tapho r fo r  a ll the fo rces  tha t debased the hum an  s p ir i t ”  Davis, Problem 
o f Slavery in the Age o f Revolution, 263.
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T h is  g la r in g  d iscrepancy between th o u g h t and p rac tice  m arked 

the  p e rio d  o f  the  tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f  g loba l cap ita lism  fro m  its m e r­

can tile  to  its  p ro to in d u s tr ia l fo rm . O n e  w o u ld  th in k  th a t, surely, no  

ra tio n a l, “ e n lig h te n e d ” th in k e r  co u ld  have fa ile d  to  no tice . B u t such 

was n o t the  case.

T h e  e x p lo ita t io n  o f  m il l io n s  o f  c o lo n ia l slave labo re rs  was ac­

cep ted as p a r t  o f  the  g iv e n  w o r ld  by the  very  th in k e rs  w h o  p r o ­

c la im e d  fre e d o m  to  be m an ’s n a tu ra l s tate a n d  in a lie n a b le  r ig h t .  

Even w hen th e o re tic a l c la im s o f  fre e d o m  were tra n s fo rm e d  in to  

re v o lu tio n a ry  a c tio n  o n  the  p o lit ic a l stage, i t  was possib le  fo r  the  

s lave -d riven  c o lo n ia l econom y tha t fu n c tio n e d  b e h in d  the  scenes to  

be kep t in  darkness.

I f  th is  paradox d id  n o t  seem to  tro u b le  the  log ica l consciousness 

o f  c o n te m p o ra rie s , i t  is perhaps m ore  s u rp r is in g  th a t p re sen t-d ay  

w rite rs , w h ile  fu l ly  cogn izan t o f  the  facts, are s t i l l  capable o f  c o n ­

s truc ting  W estern h is to ries  as coherent narratives o f  hu m an  freedom . 

T h e  reasons do  n o t need to  be in te n t io n a l.  W hen  na tio n a l h is to rie s  

are conceived as se lf-co n ta in e d , o r  w hen the separate aspects o f  h is ­

to ry  are trea ted in  d is c ip lin a ry  is o la tio n , coun te rev idence  is pushed 

to  the  m arg in s  as irre le v a n t. T h e  greater the  spec ia liza tion  o f  k n o w l­

edge, the  m ore advanced the level o f  research, the  lo n g e r and m ore  

venerab le  the  scho la rly  t ra d it io n ,  the  easier i t  is to  ig n o re  d is c o r­

da n t facts. I t  sh o u ld  be no te d  th a t spe c ia liza tion  and  is o la t io n  are 

also a danger f o r  those new  d is c ip lin e s  such as A fr ic a n  A m e ric a n  

stud ies, o r  new  fie ld s  such as d iaspora  stud ies, th a t were established 

p re c ise ly  to  rem edy the  s itu a t io n . D is c ip l in a ry  b o u n d a rie s  a llow  

counterevidence to  b e lo ng  to  someone else’s story. A f te r  a ll, a scholar 

canno t be an expert in  everyth ing. Reasonable enough. B u t such a r­

gum ents are a way o f  a v o id in g  the  awkward t r u th  tha t i f  ce rta in  c o n ­

s te lla tio n s  o f  facts are able to  e n te r scho la rly  consciousness deep ly 

enough, they th rea ten  n o t o n ly  the  venerab le  na rra tives, b u t also
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the e n tre n c h e d  academ ic d is c ip lin e s  tha t ( re )p ro d u c e  th e m . F o r 

exam ple, the re  is n o  place in  the  u n iv e rs ity  in  w h ich  the  p a r tic u la r  

research c o n s te lla tio n  “ H ege l and  H a i t i ”  w o u ld  have a h o m e . T h a t 

is th e  to p ic  w h ic h  concerns m e here, and  la m  g o in g  to  take a c ir ­

cu ito us  ro u te  to  reach it .  M y  apologies, b u t th is  ap pa ren t d e to u r is 

th e  a rg u m e n t itse lf.

2

T h e  pa radox  between the  d iscourse o f  fre e d o m  and the  p ra c tice  o f  

s lavery m arked  the  ascendancy o f  a succession o f  W estern  n a tion s  

w ith in  the  early  m o d e rn  g lo b a l econom y. T h e  ea rlies t exam ple to  

c o n s id e r w o u ld  be the  D u tch . T h e ir  “ G o ld e n  A ge ,” f r o m  th e  m id ­

s ix te e n th  to  th e  m id -s e v e n te e n th  ce n tu ry , was m ade poss ib le  by 

th e ir  d o m in a n ce  o f  g lob a l m e rc a n tile  trade , in c lu d in g , as a fu n d a ­

m e n ta l c o m p o n e n t the  tra d e  in  slaves. B u t i f  we fo llo w  its  m ost 

exce llen t o f  m o d e rn  h is to r ia n s , S im o n  Schama, w hose th ic k  de­

s c r ip t io n  o f  the  G o ld e n  Age o f  D u tc h  c u ltu re  has becom e a m o d e l 

in  the  f ie ld  o f  c u ltu ra l h is to ry  since its  p u b lic a t io n  in  1987, we 

be in  fo r  a s u rp rise . S tr ik in g ly , the  top ics  o f  slavery, the  slave trade , 

and  slave la b o r  are ne ve r d iscussed in  Scham a’s The Embarrassment 

o f Riches, a six h u n d re d -p lu s -p a g e  accoun t o f  h o w  th e  new  D u tc h  

R epub lic , in  de ve lop ing  its  ow n n a tio n a l cu ltu re , lea rned  to  be b o th  

r ic h  and  g o o d .2 O n e  w o u ld  have n o  idea th a t D u tc h  h e ge m ony  in  

the  slave tra d e  (re p la c in g  S pa in  an d  P o rtu g a l as m a jo r  p la ye rs )3

% See Schama, Embarrassment o f Riches. T h e  question  fo r  th is  newly e n rich e d  n a tio n  
was “ how  to  create a m ora l o rd e r within a te rre s tria l paradise” (Embarrassment o f Riches, 125)*

3. T h e  Spanish asiento g ran ted  to  in d iv id u a ls  the exclusive p riv ilege  o f  p ro v id in g  
Spanish A m erica  w ith  A fr ic a n  slaves, b u t the Spanish themselves on ly  loosely co n tro lle d  
the  trade Slave tra d in g  posts o n  the  A fr ic a n  coast flew  flags o f  P o rtuga l, H o lla n d , 
France, E n g la n d , D e n m a rk , and B ra nd e n bu rg  as w e ll. T h e  D u tc h  m erchan t m arines 
d om ina ted  sh ip p in g  am ong the  N o r th  Sea coun trie s , ca rry in g  the goods o f  o th e r na ­
tio n s , and they were p a rtic ip a n ts  in  the asiento slave tra d e  as w ell.

H E G E L  A N D  H A I T I



H E G E L  A N D  H A I T I

c o n tr ib u te d  substan tia lly  to  the  e n o rm o u s  “ o ve rlo a d ” o f  w ea lth  tha t 

he describes as b e com ing  so socia lly and m o ra lly  p ro b le m a tic  d u r in g  

the  cen tu ry  o f  D u tch  “ c e n tra lity ” to  the  “ com m erce  o f  the  w o r ld .” 4 

Yet Schama reports  fu lly  th e  fact tha t th e  m e ta p h o r o f  slavery, adapted 

to  the  m o d e rn  con text fro m  the O ld  Testam ent s to ry  o f  the  Israelites’ 

de liverance f ro m  E gyp tian  slavery was fu n d a m e n ta l to  D u tch  se lf­

unde rs tand ing  d u r in g  th e ir  s trugg le fo r  independence  ( l5 7 0 " ' I ^ ° 9 )  

against the  S panish “ ty ra n n y ” th a t “ enslaved” th e m —and hence fo r  

the  o r ig in s  o f  the  m o d e rn  D u tc h  n a t io n .5 6 Schama c le a rly  ackn ow l­

edges the  most b la ta n t c o n tra d ic t io n , the fact tha t the  D u tc h  d is ­

c r im in a te d  at the  tim e  against Jews.5 H e  in c lu d e s  a w ho le  chap te r 

d iscussing the  scapegoating and  p e rs e c u tio n  o f  a lo n g  lis t  o f  “ o u t ­

siders” w ho, due  to  th e  D u tc h  psycholog ica l obsession fo r  p u r if ic a ­

t io n ,  needed to  be cleansed f ro m  the  socia l bo d y : hom osexua ls , 

Jews, gypsies, id le rs , vagabonds, whores—b u t has n o th in g  to  say about 

A f r ic a n  slaves in  th is  c o n te x t.7

4 . Scham a, Embarrassmentof Riches, 2 2 8 .  M y  re a d in g  re ve a le d  o n ly  tw o  m e n t io n s  o f  
rea l s lavery, in  a d iscuss ion  o f  th e  D u tc h  fe a s tin g  h a b its , a d is tas te  f o r  “mengelmoes (m is h ­
m a s h ),”  w h ic h  was a “ so u p y  p a b u lu m ,"  “ th e  pa p  o f  slaves a n d  b a b ie s " (Embarrassment o f 
Riches, I 77)» a n d  m e n t io n  th a t  th e  D u tc h  W est In d ia  C o m p a n y  was “ fo rc e d  to  sp e n d  w e ll 
o v e r a m i l l io n  g u ild e rs  a yea r in  d e fe n d in g  th e  fo o th o ld s  at R e c ife  a n d  P e rn a m b u c o  [ in  
B ra z il a g a in s t th e  P o rtu g u e s e ], w h ile  o n ly  f o u r  h u n d re d  th o u s a n d  g u ild e rs  in  p r o f i t s  
h a d  b e e n  m ade  o f f  th e  re c e ip ts  f r o m  s la v in g  a n d  th e  suga r a n d  d y e w o o d  p la n ta t io n s  i t  

s u p p lie d "  (Embarrassment o f Riches, 2 5 2 ) .
5 . T h e  “ E xo d u s  e p ic  becam e f o r  th e  D u tc h  w h a t i t  h a d  b e e n  f o r  th e  B ib l ic a l Jews* 

th e  le g it im a t io n  o f  a g re a t h is to r ic a l r u p tu re ,  a c u t  w ith  th e  past w h ic h  h a d  m ade p o s ­
s ib le  th e  re tro s p e c tiv e  in v e n t io n  o f  a c o lle c t iv e  id e n t i t y ”  (S ch a m a , Embarrassment o f Riches,
113). K in g  P h il ip  X I  o f  S p a in  was l ik e n e d  to  th e  P h a ra o h  d u r in g  the  E g y p tia n  ens lave ­
m e n t: “ ‘The one bowed down Jacobs house [Israelites] with slaueiy /  The other, the Netherlands oppressed 
with ty ra n n y (1 0 5 ) .  T h e  D u tc h  re fe re n c e  to  the C a th o lic  m is s io n a ry  B a r to lo m e  de Las 
Casass b i t in g  c o n d e m n a tio n  o f  th e  S p a n is h  “ m isd e e d s " o f  s la ve ry  in  th e  c o lo n ie s  is 
m e n t io n e d  b y  Scham a, even as th e  D u tc h  p ra c tice  o f  s lavery  is  n o t  (Embarrassment o f Riches,
8 4 ) .

6 . “ P a ra d o x ica lly , th e  c h u rc h ’s p r e d i le c t io n  f o r  d e s c r ib in g  its  o w n  f lo c k  as th e  
r e b o r n  H e b re w s  d id  n o t  d isp o se  i t  to  fa v o r  th e  re a l t h in g "  (S ch a m a , Embarrassment o f 
Riches, 5 9 1 ).

7- See S cham a, Embarrassment o f Riches, 5 6 5 —6 0 8 .  S ch am a d e sc rib e s  c o n n e c tio n s  
m ade b y  th e  D u tc h  b e tw e e n  n o n -E u ro p e a n s  a n d  excesses o f  to b a c c o , s e xu a lity , a n d  
o th e r  de b a u ch e rie s  th a t  th re a te n e d  to  c o n ta m in a te  th e  D u tc h  d o m e s tic a lly :  “ T h e  s tock
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Schama is c learly fa tig u e d  w ith  the  M a rx is t eco n o m ic  h is to r ie s  

tha t trea t the  D u tc h  only as a m e rc a n tile  c a p ita lis t p o w e r.8 H is  p r o j ­

ect is, ra th e r, the  tra c in g  o f  c u ltu ra l causality. H e  exam ines h o w  the 

anxie ties o f  a fflu ence  due to  the  “ o v e rflo w  o f  goods” awakened in  

the m o d e rn  D u tc h  the  fea r o f  a d if fe re n t  k in d  o f  slavery, the  “ e n ­

slavem ent to  lu x u ry ” th a t th rea tened  “ free  w i l l , ”  th e  fear tha t avarice 

to  consum e w o u ld  “ tu rn  free souls in to  fa w n in g  slaves.” 9 He focuses 

o n  the  fa m ily  as the  core  o f  “ D u tchness ,”  n o t  w o r ld  trade , a llo w in g  

h is  readers e n try  in to  p riva te , do m estic  l i fe ,  hom e and  h e a rth , f u l l  

tables and pe rson a l a ffe c tio n s , when “ to  be D u tc h  was to  be loca l, 

p a ro ch ia l, t ra d it io n a l and  custom ary.” 10 We m ig h t be ready, th e re ­

fo re , to  excuse h im —were i t  n o t f o r  the  fact th a t slaves w ere n o t f o r ­

e ign  to  D u tc h  dom estic ity . Does Schama’s s ilence re fle c t th e  silence 

o f  h is  w r i t te n  sources? I  ca n n o t te l l .11 B u t D u tc h  v isua l c u ltu re  p r o ­

vides c le a r evidence o f  a d if fe re n t  rea lity . A  p a in t in g  by F ranz H a ls  

f ro m  1648 dep ic ts  a t th e  very  c e n te r  o f  the  canvas a b lack  y o u th , 

p resum ab ly  a slave, as pa rt o f  dom estic  l i fe ,  v is ib le  in  the  bosom  o f

v is u a l a n d  te x tu a l a n th o lo g ie s  o f  n a tiv e  b a rb a r is m  in  B ra z il a n d  F lo r id a ,  f o r  exam p le , 
fe a tu re d  In d ia n s  s m o k in g  th ro u g h  r o l le d  leaves, w h ile  acts  o f  c o p u la t io n ,  c a n n ib a lis m , 
p u b l ic  u r in a t io n  a n d  o th e r  s o rts  o f  m is c e lla n e o u s  b e a s tlin e ss  p ro c e e d e d  r o u t in e ly  in  
th e  b a c k g ro u n d ”  (Embarrassment o f Riches, 2 0 4 )*

8 . Scham a is  ha p p y  s im p ly  to  re c o rd  w ith o u t  c r i t ic a l c o m m e n t th e  m a g ica l fan tasy 
o f  T h o m a s  M u n ,  th a t u n d e r  c a p ita lis m  m oney  begets m oney, as in f lu e n c in g  th e  D u tc h  
he  is s tu d y in g . “ C a p ita l b e g o t c a p ita l w ith  a s to n is h in g  ease, a n d  so fa r  f r o m  d e n y in g  
them se lves  its  f r u i ts ,  c a p ita lis ts  re ve le d  in  th e  m a te r ia l c o m fo r ts  i t  b o u g h t.  A t  m id c e n ­
tu ry  th e re  seem ed n o  l im i t ,  c e r ta in ly  n o  g e o g ra p h ica l l im i t ,  to  th e  ra n g e  o f  its  flee ts  a n d  
th e  re s o u rc e f ulness o f  its  e n tre p re n e u rs  N o  s o o n e r  was o n e  c o n s u m e r d e m a n d  g lu tte d  
o r  exha us ted  th a n  a n o th e r  p r o m is in g  raw  m a te r ia l was d isco ve re d , th e  s u p p ly  m o n o p ­
o liz e d , d e m a n d  s t im u la te d ,  m a rk e ts  e x p lo ite d  a t h o m e  a n d  a b ro a d . W o u ld  th e  t id e  o f  
p ro s p e r ity  eve r e b b ? "  (Embarrassment o f Riches, 3 2 3 ) .

9 . S cham a , Embarrassment o f Riches, 47 * 2 0 3 .
10 . S cham a , Embarrossment o f Riches, 6 2 .
11. C e r ta in ly  G ro t iu s  d iscussed  re a l s lavery. B u t G ro t iu s  (see b e lo w , n o te  15) is  

c ite d  b y  S cham a o n ly  in  o th e r  c o n te x ts  ( ju s t  w ars, f re e  tra d e , D u tc h  d e s tin y , m a rr ia g e , 
w h a le s ). I t  is  n o t  u n re a s o n a b le  to  have s u s p ic io n s  th a t  th e  s ile n c e  is  S ch am a ’s o w n . 
S u ch  se lec tive  n a t io n a l h is to r ie s  have beco m e  a t re n d  in  E u ro p e a n  h is to r io g ra p h y ,  o n e  
th a t  o m its  m u c h  o r  a l l  o f  th e  c o lo n iz in g  s to ry .
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a c o m fo rta b le , a ffe c tio n a te  D u tc h  fa m ily  w ith in  a loca l, p a ro c h ia l, 

D u tc h  landscape. In  Schama's r ic h ly  il lu s tra te d  b o ok , th is  p a in t in g  

by Ha ls does n o t appear (a lthough  an o th e r H a ls p a in tin g , o f  a D u tc h  

husband  and  w ife  a lone  in  a landscape, is in c lu d e d ). N o r  are the re  

any o th e r  images o f  b lacks .12 O f  course, g ive n  the  absence o f  slaves 

f r o m  Schama's w r it te n  account, they  w o u ld  have been o u t o f  place 

in  the  il lu s tra t io n s .  T h e  consequence o f  th is  scho la rsh ip  is p a r t ia l 

b lin d n e s s  a m o n g  seas o f  p e rsp icac ity , an d  i t  is ch a ra c te r is tic  o f  

W este rn  academ ic scho la rsh ip , as we sha ll see.

3

B e g in n in g  in  1651, B r ita in  challenged the  D u tch  in  a series o f  naval 

wars tha t led u lt im a te ly  to  B r it is h  d o m in a n ce  n o t o n ly  o f  E u ro p e  

b u t o f  the  g lo b a l econom y, in c lu d in g  th e  slave tra d e .13 A t  the  t im e , 

th e  C ro m w e llia n  re v o lu t io n  against abso lu te  m o n a rch y  a n d  feu da l 

p r iv ile g e  fo llo w e d  D u tc h  p recedent by m a k in g  m e ta p h o rica l use o f  

the  O ld  T es tam en t s to ry  o f  the  Is rae lites  b e in g  fre e d  f r o m  slavery. 

B u t w ith in  p o lit ic a l th e o ry  a shedd ing  o f  ancient sc rip tu res  was ta k ­

in g  p lace . T h e  p iv o ta l f ig u re  here is T hom as H o bb es. A lth o u g h  

Leviathan (1651) is a h y b r id  o f  m o d e rn  and b ib lic a l im agery, slavery 

is discussed in  c learly  secu lar te rm s .14 He sees i t  as a consequence 

o f  the  w ar o f  a l l aga inst a ll in  the  state o f  n a tu re , hence b e lo n g in g

12. A lth o u g h  see B lake ley , Blacks m the Dutch World, w h ic h  gives v isu a l ev idence  o f  
b lacks  in  H o l la n d  in  th is  e ra .

13. B r i t a in  e x to r te d  th e  asiento f r o m  S p a in  a t th e  t im e  o f  th e  T re a ty  o f  U t r e c h t  
(1713). “ M u c h  o f  th e  w e a lth  o f  B r is to l a n d  L iv e rp o o l in  th e  fo l lo w in g  decades was to  
be b u i l t  u p o n  th e  slave t ra d e ”  (P a lm e r  a n d  C o lto n ,  History ofthe Modern World, I j l ) .

14 I f  H o b b e s 's  r h e to r ic a l exam p les  d ra w  o n  m a c h in e ry  as a m e ta p h o r  f o r  th e  
a r t i f i c ia l ly  c o n s tru c te d  state, th e  O ld  T e s ta m e n t p ro v id e s  th e  t i t le  f o r  Leviathan, as i t  
does f o r  H o bbes ’s b o o k  o n  th e  L o n g  P a rlia m e n t,  Behemoth, th e  b ib lic a l nam e f o r  a ty ra n  -  
n ic a l so v e re ig n , a lre a d y  in  u s e  in  th e  D u tc h  n a t io n a l s to ry : “ T h e  k in g s  o f  S p a in  in  
w hose  n a m e  these in fa m ie s  [a g a in s t D u tc h  c iv i l ia n  p o p u la t io n s ]  . . . ca m e  to  be seen  
as B e h e m o th , d e te rm in e d  o n  d e s tro y in g  th e  b o n d s  th a t h e ld  c o m m u n it ie s  a n d  even 
fa m ilie s  to g e th e r ”  (S cham a , Embarrassment o f Riches, 9 2 ) .
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F IG U R E  3. Franz Hals, Portrait o f a Dutch Family, 1648. 
Museo Thyssen-Bornemisza, M adrid .

to  the  n a tu ra l d is p o s it io n  o f  m a n .15 In v o lv e d  th ro u g h  h is  p a tro n , 

L o rd  C avend ish , w ith  the  a ffa irs  o f  the  V irg in ia  C o m p a n y  th a t gov­

erned a co lony in  A m erica , Hobbes accepted slavery as “an inev itab le  

pa rt o f  the  lo g ic  o f  pow er.” 16 Even the inhab itan ts  o f  “ c iv il and f lo u r ­

is h in g  n a tio n s ” co u ld  re v e rt again to  th is  state.17 H obbes was honest 

and  u n c o n f l ic te d  a b o u t slavery—J o h n  L o cke  less so. T h e  o p e n in g  

sentence o f  b o o k  1, chap te r I, o f  h is  Two Treatises o f Government (1 6 9 0 )

15. H o b b e s  c o n s id e re d  th e  “ e le m e n ta l s tru g g le  b e tw e en  tw o  e n e m ie s ”  to  be  “ th e  
n a tu ra l c o n d it io n  w h ic h  m a d e  slavery necessary as a s o c ia l in s t i t u t io n ”  (D a v is , Problem 
o f Slavery in Western Culture, I2o) H e re  H o b b e s  fo llo w e d  the  e a r l ie r  th e o r is ts ,  S a m u e l 
P u fe n d o r f  a n d  H u g o  G ro t iu s ;  th e  la t t e r ’s b o o k  War and Peace (1853) in c lu d e d  p ro s la v e ry  
view s and  th e  a rg u m e n t th a t s lavery was le g a lly  acce p ta b le .

16. D a v is , Problem o f Slavery in the Age o f Revolution, 2 6 3 .
17. H u lm e ,  “ T h e  S p o n ta n e o u s  H a n d  o f  N a tu re ,”  2 4 * H u lm e  is  m a in ly  c o n c e rn e d  

w i th  H o b b e s 's  d e p ic t io n  o f  “ savages”  in d ig e n o u s  to  th e  c o lo n ie s .
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states u n e q u iv o c a lly :“ S lavery is  so v ile  and  m ise rab le  a n  Estate o f  

M an , and so d ire c tly  oppos ite  to  the  generous T em pe r and  C ourage 

o f  o u r  N a tio n ; tha t ’tis  ha rd ly  to  be conceived tha t an Englishman, m uch  

less a Gentleman, s h o u ld  plead f o r ’t . ”

B u t Locke ’s ou trage  against th e  “ C h a in s  fo r  a l l  M a n k in d ” was 

n o t a protest against the enslavement o f  b lack A frica n s  o n  New  W o rld  

p lan ta tion s , least o f  a ll in  co lon ies tha t were B r it is h .18 Rather, slavery 

was a m e tap ho r fo r  legal tyranny, as i t  was used genera lly  in  B r it is h  

p a rlia m e n ta ry  debates o n  c o n s t itu t io n a l theory . A  sha reho lde r in  

the Royal A fr ic a n  C o m pa ny  invo lved  in  A m e ric a n  c o lo n ia l p o lic y  in  

C a ro lin a , Locke  “ c le a rly  rega rded  N e g ro  slavery a ju s t if ia b le  in s t i ­

t u t io n . ” 19 T h e  is o la t io n  o f  the  p o lit ic a l d iscou rse  o f  socia l co n tra c t 

f ro m  the  econom y o f  house ho ld  p ro d u c tio n  (the  oikos) m ade th is  

d o u b le  v is io n  p o s s ib le .20 B r it is h  l ib e r ty  m eant the  p ro te c t io n  o f  

p riva te  p ro p e rty , and  slaves were p riva te  p ro p e rty . So lo n g  as slaves 

fe ll u n d e r th e  ju r is d ic t io n  o f  the  h o use ho ld , th e ir  status was p r o ­

tected by law.21

18. L o cke , Two Treatises, 141.
19. Davis, Problem o f Slavery in Western Culture, I l 8 .  L o cke  was in v o lv e d  in  th e  d e v e lo p ­

m e n t o f  c o lo n ia l p o lic ie s  th ro u g h  h is  p a t ro n ,  th e  E a r l o f  S h a fte s b u ry , a n d  was a s t ro n g  
d e fe n d e r  o f  th e  e n te rp r is e .  H e  a u th o re d  th e  F u n d a m e n ta l C o n s t i tu t io n s  o f  C a ro lin a ,  
s it t in g  o n  its  C o u n c i l  o f  T ra d e  a n d  P la n ta t io n s  as sec re ta ry  f r o m  1673 to  I& 75- T h e  
C a ro l in a  c o n s t itu t io n s  s ta te d  “ e v e ry  f re e m a n  o f  C a ro l in a ,  s h a ll h ave  a b s o lu te  p o w e r 
a n d  a u th o r ity  o v e r h is  n e g ro  slaves”  (D avis , Problem o f Slavery in Western Culture, I l 8 ) .

2 0 .  “ In  L o c k e ’s v iew , th e  o r ig in  o f  s lavery, l ik e  th e  o r ig in  o f  l ib e r ty  and  p ro p e r ty ,  
was e n t ir e ly  o u ts id e  the  so c ia l c o n t ra c t ”  (D a v is , Problem o f Slavery in Western Culture, 119) 
L o c k e ’s p h ilo s o p h ic a l a r g u m e n t  te m p e re d  th e  u n iv e rs a li ty  o f  e q u a li ty  in  th e  s ta te  o f  
n a tu re  w i th  th e  n e ce ss ity  o f  c o n s e n t b e fo re  a so c ia l c o n t ra c t  c o u ld  b e  u n d e r ta k e n ,  
th e re b y  e x c lu d in g , e x p lic it ly ,  c h i ld r e n  a n d  id io ts  f r o m  th e  c o n tra c t,  a n d  b y  in fe re n c e  
o th e rs  w h o  w ere  u n e d u c a te d  o r  u n e d u c a b le . See M e h ta , “ L ib e r a l S tra te g ie s ,”  4 ^ 7“ 53*

21. D avis n o te s  “ th e  u n fo r tu n a te  fa c t th a t  slaves w e re  d e f in e d  b y  la w  as p ro p e r ty ,  
and p r o p e r ty  was s u p p o s e d ly  th e  fo u n d a t io n  o f  l ib e r ty "  ( Problem o f Slavery in the Age o f Rev­
olution, 2 6 7 ) .  I t  was o n ly  “ a f te r  th e  S o m e rse t d e c is io n  o f  177 2 ”  th a t  “ i t  was n o  lo n g e r  
p o s s ib le  to  take  f o r  g ra n te d  th e  u n iv e rs a l le g a lity  o f  s lave p r o p e r ty ”  (Problem o f Slavery in 
the Age o f Revolution, 47 ° )»  a lth o u g h  W il l ia m  Davy, th e  la w ye r in  th is  case, a rgued  f o r  an 
e a r l ie r  p re c e d e n t “ I n  th e  e le ve n th  year o f  E liza b e th 's  re ig n , D avy e x c la im e d , i t  had  
been reso lve d  th a t ‘England was too pure an A ir fo r Slaves to breathe m ’ ”  N o t  so, w r ite s  Davis.- “ I n  
p o in t  o f  fac t, N e g ro  slaves w e re  b o u g h t a n d  d isp la ye d  in  th e  c o u r ts  o f  E liz a b e th  a n d  h e r  
S tu a r t  successors; th e y  w e re  p u b lic ly  a d ve rtise d  f o r  sale th ro u g h  m o s t o f  th e  e ig h te e n th  
c e n tu ry ; a n d  th e y  w e re  be q u e a th e d  in  w i l ls  as la te  as th e  18 2  Os”  ( Problem o f Slavery in the
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A  h a lf-c e n tu ry  la te r, the  classical u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  the econom y— 

and hence slave o w n in g —as a p riva te , h o u se h o ld  co n c e rn  was b la ­

ta n tly  co n tra d ic te d  by new  g lo b a l re a litie s . Sugar tra n s fo rm e d  th e  

West In d ia n  c o lo n ia l p la n ta tio n s . B o th  c a p ita l-  an d  la b o r-in te n s iv e , 

sugar p ro d u c tio n  was p ro to in d u s tr ia l,  causing a p re c ip ito u s  rise  in  

the  im p o r ta t io n  o f  A f r ic a n  slaves an d  a b ru ta l in te n s if ic a t io n  o f  

th e ir  la b o r  e x p lo ita t io n  in  o rd e r  to  meet a new  and  seem ing ly  i n ­

satiable E u ro p e a n  de m an d  fo r  th e  ad d ic tive  sweetness o f  sugar.22 

L e a d in g  the  C a rib b e a n -w id e  sugar bo om  was the  F re n ch  co lo n y  o f  

S a in t-D o m in g u e  th a t in  1767 p ro d u ce d  6 3 ,0 0 0  tons  o f  sugar.23 
Sugar p ro d u c t io n  led to  a seem ing ly  in f in i t e  dem and  fo r  slaves as 

w e ll, whose n u m b e r in  S a in t-D o m in g u e  increased te n fo ld  ove r the  

e igh teen th  c e n tu ry  to  over 5 0 0 ,0 0 0  h u m a n  beings. W ith in  France, 

m o re  th a n  20  p e rc e n t o f  th e  b o u rg e o is ie  was d e p e n d e n t u p o n  

s lave-connected co m m e rc ia l a c tiv ity .24 T h e  F rench  E n lig h te n m e n t 

th in k e rs  w ro te  in  the  m id s t o f  th is  tra n s fo rm a tio n . W h ile  the y  id e ­

a lized in d ig e n o u s  c o lo n ia l p o p u la tio n s  w ith  m yths o f  the  n o b le  sav­

age (the  “ In d ia n s ” o f  the  “ N ew  W o r ld ” ), the  e co no m ic  li fe b lo o d  o f  

slave la b o r was n o t th e ir  co n ce rn .25 A lth o u g h  a b o lit io n is t m ovem ents

4

Age o f Revolution, 4 7 2 )-  W h e n , in  176 5 . W il l ia m  B la c k s to n e  m ade th e  c la im  th a t  “ a slave 
o r  n e g ro , th e  m o m e n t he  la n d s  in  E n g la n d , fa lls  u n d e r  th e  p r o te c t io n  o f  th e  laws, a n d  
w i th  re g a rd  to  a l l n a tu ra l r ig h ts  beco m es  eo instanti a f re e m a n ,"  th is  d id  n o t  a p p ly  to  
slaves in  th e  c o lo n ie s . “ E ve n  S o m e rse t’s c o u n s e l co n ce d e d  th a t  E n g lis h  c o u r ts  w o u ld  
have to  g ive  e ffe c t to  a c o n tra c t  f o r  th e  pu rch a se  o f  slaves a b ro a d ”  (Problem ofSlaveiyin the 
Age o f Revolution, 473 * 474) •

22 . See M in tz ,  Sweetness and Power.
2 3 . See D a v is , Rise o f the Atlantic Economies, 257*
2 4 * L o u is  S a la -M o lin s  says o n e - t h i r d  o f  th e  c o m m e rc ia l a c t iv ity  in  F ra n ce  d e ­

p e n d e d  o n  th e  in s t i tu t io n  o f  s lavery; see S a la -M o lin s ,  Le CodeNoir, 2 4 4 .  M o re  c o n s e r­
va tive  e s tim a te s  p u t  th e  f ig u r e  at 2 0  p e rc e n t.

25 - I t  was M o n te s q u ie u  w h o  b ro u g h t  s lavery in to  th e  E n lig h te n m e n t  d is c u s s io n  
a n d  set th e  to n e . W h ile  c o n d e m n in g  th e  in s t i t u t io n  p h i lo s o p h ic a lly ,  h e  ju s t i f ie d  
“ N e g ro "  s la ve ry  o n  p ra g m a t ic ,  c l im a t ic ,  a n d  b la ta n t ly  ra c is t  g ro u n d s  ( “ f la t  n o se s ,"  
“ b la c k  f r o m  h e a d  to  f o o t , "  a n d  la c k in g  in  “ c o m m o n  se n se "). H e  c o n c lu d e d :  “ W eak 
m in d s  exaggerate to o  m u c h  th e  in ju s t ic e  d on e  to  A f r ic a n s ”  b y  c o lo n ia l s lavery ( M o n ­
te s q u ie u ,  “ S p ir i t  o f  th e  Law s,”  2 0 4 ) -
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F IG U R E  4 * Sir Peter Lely, Elizabeth Countess o f Dysart, c. 1650. 
Ham House, Surrey. Slaves were fashionable in  late seventeenth- 
century England, accompanying aristocratic ladies like household 
pets. The London Advertiser o f 1756 “carried a notice by Matthew Dyer 
in fo rm in g  the pu b lic  that he made ‘silver padlocks fo r  Blacks o r 
Dogs; collars, etc.’ . . . English ladies posed fo r  th e ir portra its  ei­
the r w ith  th e ir  pet lam b, th e ir  pet lapdog o r th e ir  pet black” 
(Dabydeen, Hogarth's Blacks, 21—23). Portra its by the D u tch -b o rn  
A nthony van Dyck and Peter Le ly  were prototypes o f  a new genre 
o f  paintings, depicting black youths o f f  ering f r u it  and other sym­
bols o f  wealth fro m  the colonies to th e ir owners. For the presence 
in  B rita in  o f  slaves in  the eighteenth century, see also Shyllon, Black 
Slaves, and Linebaugh, London Hanged.



F IG U R E  5* A n thony  van Dyck, Henrietta o f Lorraine, 1634. 
Kenwood House.
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d id  exist at th is  t im e , and  in  France the  A m is  des N o irs  (F rie n d s  o f  

the  B lacks) decried  the  excesses o f  slavery, a defense o f  lib e r ty  o n  the  

g ro u n d s  o f  rac ia l e q u a lity  was ra re  in d e e d .25

“ M a n  is b o rn  free , and  everywhere he is in  cha in s .” So w rite s  

Jean-Jacques Rousseau in  the  o p e n in g  lin e s  o f  On the Social Contract, 

f irs t pu b lish e d  in  1762.27 N o  h u m a n  c o n d it io n  appears m ore o f fe n ­

sive to  h is  heart o r  to  h is  reason tha n  slavery. A n d  yet even Rousseau, 

p a tro n  sa in t o f  the  F re n ch  R e v o lu tio n , represses f ro m  con sc io us ­

ness the  m il l io n s  o f  re a lly  ex is ting , E u ro p e a n -o w n e d  slaves, as he 

re len tless ly  condem ns the  in s t i tu t io n .  Rousseau’s egreg ious o m is ­

s io n  has been s c ru p u lo u s ly  exposed by sch o la rs h ip , b u t  o n ly  re ­

cen tly . T h e  C a ta lo n ia n -b o rn  p h ilo s o p h e r Lou is  S a la -M o lin s  has 

w r it te n  a h is to ry  (1987) o f  E n lig h te n m e n t th o u g h t th ro u g h  the  lens 

o f  Le CodeNoir, the  F rench  lega l code th a t a p p lie d  to  b lack  slaves in  

the  c o lo n ie s , d ra w n  u p  in  1685 an d  s igned by L o u is  X I V  and  n o t 

d e f in it iv e ly  e rad ica ted u n t i l  1848 . S a la -M o lin s  p roceeds p o in t  b y  

p o in t  th ro u g h  the  code, w h ic h  lega lized n o t o n ly  slavery, the  tre a t­

m e n t o f  h u m a n  be ings  as m oveab le p ro p e r ty , b u t  th e  b ra n d in g ,  

to r tu re ,  physica l m u t ila t io n ,  and  k i l l in g  o f  slaves fo r  a tte m p tin g  to  

defy th e ir  in h u m a n  status. H e  juxtaposes th is  code, w h ic h  a p p lied  to  

a ll slaves u n d e r F rench ju r is d ic t io n ,  to  the E n lig h te n m e n t p h ilo s o ­

phers* texts, d o c u m e n tin g  th e ir  in d ig n a t io n  re g a rd in g  slavery in  

th e o ry  w h ile  “ s u p e rb ly ”  ig n o r in g  s lavery in  p ra c tice . S a la -M o lin s  

is ou tra ge d  and  r ig h t ly  so. In  the  Social Contract, Rousseau argues:

2 6 . M o s t f re q u e n t ly  c ite d  as an  e xce p tio n  was th e  w o rk  o f  a p r ie s t, th e  A b b e  R aynal, 
w hose b o o k  ( w r it te n  w i th  th e  c o l la b o ra t io n  o f  D id e r o t )  Histoire philosophique et politique des 
etablissements et du commerce des Europeens dans les deur Indes ( i j j o )  p re d ic te d  a b la c k  S partacus 
w h o  w o u ld  a r ise  in  th e  N e w  W o r ld  to  avenge th e  r ig h ts  o f  n a tu re . T h e  b o o k  was w id e ly  
read, a n d  n o t  o n ly  in  E u ro p e ;  T o u s s a in t - L o u v e r tu re  h im s e l f  was in s p ir e d  b y  it .  See 

Jam es, Black Jacobins, 24~ 25 - M ic h e l-R o lp h  T r o u i l lo t  has c a u t io n e d  aga ins t to o  sa n g u in e  
a re a d in g  o f  th is  passage, ho w e ve r, w h ic h  was c o n te x tu a liz e d  as a w a rn in g  to  E u r o ­
peans, r a th e r  th a n  an  a p p e a l to  th e  slaves th e m se lve s : “ I t  was n o t  a c le a r p r e d ic t io n  o f  
a L o u v e r tu re - ty p e  ch a ra c te r, as som e w o u ld  w a n t w ith  h in d s ig h t .  . . . T h e  m o s t ra d ic a l 
stance  is  in  th e  u n m is ta k a b le  re fe re n c e  to  a s in g le  h u m a n  species" ( T r o u i l lo t ,  Silencing 
the Past, 8 5 ) .

27 * R ousseau, Basic Political Writings, 141.

3 *
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“T h e  r ig h t o f  slavery is n u ll, n o t s im p ly  because i t  is il le g it im a te , b u t 

because i t  is absurd and m eaning less. These w ords, slavey and right 

[droit, tha t is, la w ], are c o n tra d ic to ry . T h e y  are m u tu a lly  exclusive.” 28 

S a la -M o lin s  makes us see the  consequences o f  th is  s ta tem ent: “T h e  

CodeNoir, the  most pe rfe c t example o f  th is  k in d  o f  co n v e n tio n  in  the 

tim e  o f  Rousseau, is n o t a legal code. T h e  r ig h t  o f  w h ich  i t  speaks 

is n o t a r ig h t,  as i t  c la im s to  make legal that w h ich  c a n n o t be lega l­

ized, slavery.” 29 H e  thu s  f in d s  i t  p reposte rous th a t Rousseau never 

in  h is  w r it in g s  m en tion s  the  Code Noir. “ T h e  one ex is ting , f la g ra n t 

case o f  w hat he is d e c la r in g  ca tego rica lly  un te n a b le  gets n o n e  o f  h is 

a tte n tio n .” 30 S a la -M o lin s  sc ru tin ize s  the  texts fo r  any evidence th a t 

m ig h t excuse th is  s ilence and  f in d s , un e q u ivo ca lly , th a t Rousseau 

knew th e  facts. T he  E n lig h te n m e n t p h ilo so p h e r c ite d  travel lite ra tu re  

o f  the  tim e —K o lb e n  o n  the  H o tte n to ts , d u  T e rtre  o n  In d ia n s  in  the  

A n t il le s —b u t avo ided those pages o f  these same accounts th a t d e ­

scribe th e  h o rro rs  o f  E u ro pe an  slavery exp lic itly . Rousseau re fe rre d  

to  h u m an  beings everywhere—bu t o m itte d  A frica n s ; spoke o f  G reen ­

la n d ’s peop le  tra n s p o rte d  to  D e n m a rk  w ho d ie  o f  sadness—b u t n o t 

o f  the  sadness o f  A fr ic a n s  tra n s p o rte d  to  the  In d ie s  th a t resu lted  

in  su ic ides, m u tin ie s , and  m a ro o n in g s . H e  decla red a ll m en  equal 

and saw p riv a te  p ro p e r ty  as the  source o f  in e q u a lity , b u t he  never 

p u t tw o  an d  tw o  to g e th e r to  discuss F rench  slavery f o r  e c o n o m ic  

p r o f i t  as cen tra l to  a rgum ents  o f  b o th  eq u a lity  and p ro p e r ty .31 As in  

the D u tc h  R e p u b lic  and  B r ita in , A f r ic a n  slaves were p re sen t, used 

and abused d o m es tica lly  w ith in  F rance .32 Ind eed , Rousseau co u ld  

n o t not have k n o w n  “ th a t th e re  are b o u d o irs  in  Paris w here  one

2 8 . Rousseau, Basic Political Writings, 146 .
2 9 . S a la -M o lin s ,  Le Code Noir, 2 3 8 .
3 0 .  S a la -M o lin s ,  Le CodeNoir, 241 . R a th e r, R ousseau ’s exam p les a re  f r o m  a n c ie n t 

tim e s , f o r  e xa m p le , B ra id a s  o f  S p a rta  a g a in s t th e  sa tra p  o f  P e rsep o lis* See Rousseau, 
Basic Political Writings, 72 .

31. See S a la -M o lin s ,  Le CodeNoir, 2 4 3 —4 6
3 2 . See C o h e n , French Encounter with Africans. I n  1 7 6 4 , th e  F re n c h  g o v e rn m e n t p r o ­

h ib i t e d  e n t r y  o f  b lacks in to  th e  m e tr o p o lis .  I n  I 777» th e  la w  was m o d if ie d  to  l i f t  som e 
o f  th e  r e s tr ic t io n s ,  a l lo w in g  c o lo n ia l slaves to  a c c o m p a n y  t h e ir  m aste rs .
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amuses o n e s e lf in d is c r im in a te ly  w ith  a m onkey and  a yo u n g  b lack 

bo y  (negrillon) .” 33

S a la -M o lin s  p ro n o u n c e s  Rousseau’s s ilence in  the  face o f  th is  

evidence “ rac is t”  an d  “ re v o lt in g .” 34 Such ou tra ge  is u n u s u a l am ong 

scholars w ho, as pro fessiona ls, are tra in e d  to  avo id  passionate ju d g ­

m ents in  th e ir  w r i t in g .  T h is  m o ra l n e u tra lity  is b u i l t  in to  the  d is ­

c ip lin a ry  m ethods  th a t, w h ile  based o n  a va rie ty  o f  p h ilo s o p h ic a l 

prem ises, re s u lt in  th e  same exc lus ions. T oday ’s in te lle c tu a l h is to ­

r ia n  w h o  treats Rousseau in  con tex t w i l l  fo llo w  go o d  p ro fe ss io n a l 

f  o rm  by re la tiv iz in g  the  s itu a tio n , ju d g in g  (and excusing) Rousseau’s 

rac ism  by the  m ores o f  h is  tim e, in  o rd e r  to  avo id  th e re b y  the  fa llacy 

o f  a n a ch ro n ism . O r, today’s p h ilo s o p h e r, w ho is tra in e d  to  analyze 

th e o ry  to ta lly  abs trac ted  f r o m  h is to r ic a l co n te x t, w i l l  a t t r ib u te  a 

u n iv e rs a lity  to  Rousseau’s w ritin g s  tha t transcends the  a u th o r ’s ow n 

in te n t  o r  pe rson a l l im ita t io n s  in  o rd e r  to  avoid the re by  the fa llacy 

o f  re d u c tio n  ad h o m in e m . In  bo th  cases, the  em barrass ing  facts are 

q u ie tly  a llow ed to  d isappear. T h e y  are v is ib le , however, in  genera l 

h is to r ie s  o f  the  era, w here  they canno t h e lp  b u t be m e n tio n e d  be ­

cause w hen E n lig h te n m e n t th e o ry  was p u t  in to  p ra c tice , th e  pe rp e ­

tra to rs  o f  p o lit ic a l re v o lu tio n s  s tu m b le d  o ve r the  e co no m ic  fact o f  

slavery in  ways th a t m ade t h e ir  ow n acknow ledgm ent o f  the  c o n tra ­

d ic t io n  im p o ss ib le  to  avo id .

5

T h e  c o lo n ia l re v o lu tio n a r ie s  o f  A m e ric a  f ig h t in g  f o r  th e ir  in d e ­

p e nd en ce  against B r i ta in  m o b iliz e d  Locke ’s p o lit ic a l d iscou rse to  

th e ir  ends. T h e  m e ta p h o r o f  slavery was ce n tra l to  th a t s trugg le  b u t

33 . S a la -M o lin s ,  Le CodeNoir, 2 4 8 .
3 4 .  S a la -M o lin s , Le CodeNoir, 253 - T h e  a u th o r  as w e ll o f  LAfnqueouxAmeriques, Sa la- 

M o lin s  p o in ts  o u t  th a t  th e  S p a n ish  p r ie s t  B a rto le m e  de Las Casas, w h o  p ro te s te d  aga inst 
s lavery o f  in d ig e n o u s  A m e r ic a n  In d ia n s  ( i f  n o t  A fr ic a n s )  in  th e  s ix te e n th  ce n tu ry , was in  
s ig n if ic a n t  ways m o re  p ro g re ss ive  th a n  th e  secu la r philosophes tw o  c e n tu r ie s  la te r.

34
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in  a new  sense: “ A m ericans  g e n u in e ly  be lieved  tha t m e n  w ho  were 

taxed w ith o u t th e ir  consen t were li te ra l ly  slaves, s ince they had los t 

the  p o w e r to  resist op p re ss ion , and since defenselessness in e v ita b ly  

led  to  ty ra n n y .” 35 In  evok ing  the  lib e r t ie s  o f  n a tu ra l r ig h ts  theory , 

the  A m e r ic a n  c o lo n is ts  as slave owners were led to  “a m o n s tro u s  

incons is tency .” 35 A n d , yet, a lth ou gh  some, lik e  B e n ja m in  Rush, ac­

kno w le dg ed  th e ir  bad fa i th ,37 and  some, lik e  T h o m a s  J e ffe rs o n , 

b lam ed b lack slavery o n  the  B r it is h  ;38a lth o u g h  the slaves themselves 

p e tit io n e d  fo r  th e ir  l ib e r ty ,39 and a few  in d iv id u a l states passed a n t i­

s lavery le g is la t io n ,40 the  new n a tio n , conce ived in  lib e rty , to le ra te d  

the  “ m o n s tro u s  in c o n s is te n c y ,” w r i t in g  slavery in to  th e  U n ite d  

States C o n s t itu t io n .

3 5 . D a v is , ProblemofSlavery in the Age ofRevolution, 273* D a v is  is  c i t in g  B e rn a rd  B a ily n  
in  th is  case. I  am  f o l lo w in g  D a v is ’s p re s e n ta t io n  c lo se ly  h e re .

3 6 .  J o rd a n ,  White over Black, 2 8 9 .  T h e ir  ene m ies , th e  B r i t is h  T o r ie s , se ized u p o n  
th is :  ‘“ H o w  is  i t , ’ asked S a m u e l J o h n s o n , ‘ th a t  we h e a r th e  lo udest jelps  f o r  l ib e r ty  a m o n g  
th e  d r iv e rs  o f  n e g ro e s ? ” ’ (D avis , Problem o f Slavery in Western Culture, 3 ) .

3 7 . “ T h e  p la n t  o f  l ib e r ty  is  o f  so te n d e r  a N a tu re ,  th a t i t  c a n n o t t h r iv e  lo n g  in  th e  
n e ig h b o rh o o d  o f  s la ve ry ”  (B e n ja m in  R u sh  [ l 773h  q u o te d  in  D avis , Problem o f Slavery in 
the Age o f Revolution, 2 8 3 ) .

3 8 . I n  a supp ressed clause o f  th e  D e c la ra t io n  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e , T h o m a s  J e ffe rs o n  
ch a rg e d  th a t  th e  B r it is h  K in g  G e o rg e  I I I

“ has waged c ru e l w a r  a g a in s t h u m a n  n a tu re  its e lf ,  v io la t in g  th e  m o s t  sacred 
r ig h ts  o f  l i fe  a n d  l ib e r ty  in  th e  p e rsons  o f  a d is ta n t  p e o p le  w h o  n e v e r o ffe n d e d  
h im ,  c a p tiv a tin g  a n d  c a r ry in g  th e m  in to  slavery in  a n o th e r  h e m is p h e re  . . . de ­
te rm in e d  to  keep o p e n  a m a rk e t w h e re  M E N  s h o u ld  be b o u g h t  a n d  so ld . . .
H e  is n o w  e x c it in g  these ve ry  peo p le  to  r ise  in  a rm s  a m o n g  us, a n d  to  pu rchase  
th a t l ib e r ty  o f  w h ic h  he d e p riv e d  th e m , b y  m u rd e r in g  th e  pe o p le  u p o n  w h o m  
he also in t r u d e d  th e m , th u s  p a y in g  o f f  fo r m e r  c r im e s  c o m m itte d  aga inst th e  
liberties o f  o n e  p e o p le , w ith  c rim es  th a t he u rges th e m  to  c o m m it aga inst th e  lives 
o f  a n o th e r . ”  (D a v is , ProWem o f Slavery in the Age o f  Revolution, 273)
3 9 . “ W e have in  c o m m o n  w ith  a l l  o th e r  m e n  . . .  a n a tu re l r ig h t  to  o u r  fre e d o m s  

w i th o u t  B e in g  d e p r iv 'd  o f  th e m  b y  o u r  fe l lo w  m e n  as we a re  a f re e b o r n  P epe l a n d  have 
n e ve r fo r fe i te d  th is  B less in g  b y  aney c o m p a c t o r  a g re e m e n t w h a te ve r”  (q u o te d  in  D avis, 
Problem o f Slavery in the Age o f Revolution, 2 7 6 ).

4 0 .  I f  th e  A m e r ic a n  R e v o lu t io n  c o u ld  n o t  so lve th e  p ro b le m  o f  s lavery, i t  a t least 
le d  to  a perception o f  th e  p ro b le m .  N o r  was th e  d e s ire  f o r  c o n s is te n c y  a m a tte r  o f  e m p ty  
r h e to r ic .  I t  app eared  in  th e  a n tis la v e ry  re s o lu tio n s  o f  N e w  E n g la n d  to w n  m eetings , in  
th e  V e rm o n t  c o n s t itu t io n  o f  I 777« *n  in d iv id u a l w i l ls  th a t  m a n u m it te d  s laves, in  R h o d e  
Is la n d 's  la w  o f  1774 th a t p r o h ib ite d  fu tu r e  im p o r ta t io n  o f  slaves, a n d  in  P e n n sy lva n ia ’s 
g ra d u a l e m a n c ip a t io n  act o f  1 7 8 0 , a d o p te d , a c c o rd in g  to  a p re a m b le  w r it te n  by T h o m a s  
P a ine , “ in  g ra te fu l c o m m e m o ra t io n  o f  o u r  o w n  hap py  d e liv e ra n c e ”  f ro m  B r it is h  o c ­
c u p a t io n  (D a v is , Problem o f Slavey m the Age o f Revolution, 2 8 5 —8 6 ) .
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T h e  F rench  en cyc loped is t, D e n is  D id e ro t ,  spoke a d m ir in g ly  

o f  the U .S . re v o lu tio n a r ie s  as hav ing  “ b u rn e d  th e ir  cha in s”  and  

“ re f used slavery.” 41 B u t i f  the  c o lo n ia l n a tu re  o f  th e  U n ite d  States' 

s trugg le  fo r  fre e d o m  m ade i t  som ehow  possib le  to  susta in  th e  d is ­

t in c t io n  between the  p o lit ic a l d iscou rse and  socia l in s t itu t io n s ,  in  

th e  case o f  th e  F rench  R e v o lu tio n  a decade la te r  th e  va riou s  m ea n ­

ings o f  slavery becam e hope less ly  e n ta n g le d  w h e n  th e y  came u p  

aga inst fu n d a m e n ta l c o n tra d ic tio n s  be tw een re v o lu tio n a ry  deve l­

op m en ts  w ith in  France and  deve lopm ents  in  the  F re n ch  co lon ies  

w ith o u t.  I t  to o k  years o f  b loo dshe d  b e fo re  slavery—re a lly -e x is t in g  

slavery, n o t m e re ly  its  m e ta p h o ric a l analogy—was abo lishe d  in  the  

F re n ch  c o lo n ie s , and even th e n  th e  gains w ere o n ly  te m p o ra ry . 

A lth o u g h  a b o lit io n  o f  slavery was the  o n ly  poss ib le  lo g ic a l ou tcom e 

o f  the  idea l o f  un ive rsa l freed om , i t  d id  n o t com e abou t th ro u g h  the 

re v o lu tio n a ry  ideas o r  even the  re v o lu tio n a ry  actions o f  the  F rench ; 

i t  came about th ro u g h  the actions o f  the  slaves themselves. T h e  e p i­

cen te r o f  th is  s trugg le  was th e  c o lo n y  o f  S a in t-D o m in g u e . I n  I 791* 

w h ile  even the m o s t a rd e n t o p p o n e n ts  o f  s lavery w i th in  F rance 

dragged th e ir  fee t, th e  h a l f - m i l l io n  slaves in  S a in t-D o m in g u e , the  

rich e s t c o lo n y  n o t o n ly  o f  F rance b u t o f  the  e n tire  c o lo n ia l w o r ld , 

to o k  the  s trugg le  fo r  l ib e r ty  in to  th e ir  o w n  hands, n o t th ro u g h  p e ­

t it io n s , b u t  th ro u g h  v io le n t, o rgan ized  re v o lt.42 In  I 7 9 4 » the a rm e d

41. T r o u i l lo t ,  Silencingthe Past, 8 5 . T h e  Eneyclopedie e d ite d  b y  D id e r o t  a n d  D ’A le m b e r t,  
in c lu d e d  e n tr ie s  c o n c e rn in g  re a lly  e x is tin g  slavery. A lth o u g h  th e  a r t ic le  e n t it le d  “ N egres" 
o b se rve d  s im p ly  th a t t h e i r  la b o r  “ is in d is p e n s a b le  f o r  th e  c u l t iv a t io n  o f  sugar, to b a cco , 
in d ig o ,  e tc . , ”  a series o f  e n tr ie s  b y ja u c o u r t  was fo rc e fu l :  “ Esclavage”  d e c la re d  s lavery 
c o n tra ry  to  n a tu re ; “ L ib e r te  n a tu re lle ”  accused r e lig io n  o f  u s in g  its  p re te x t aga ins t n a t ­
u r a l  r ig h t  because  slaves w e re  nee d e d  f o r  th e  c o lo n ie s ,  p la n ta t io n s ,  a n d  m in e s ; “ T r a ite  
des N e g re s" d e c la re d  slaves tra d e d  to  b e  “ i l l i c i t  m e rc h a n d is e —p r o h ib it e d  b y  a l l th e  laws 
o f  h u m a n ity  a n d  e q u a lity ,”  so th a t a b o lit io n  was necessary even i f  i t  r u in e d  th e  c o lo n ie s : 
“ L e t  th e  c o lo n ie s  be  d e s tro y e d  ra th e r  th a n  be  th e  cause o f  so m u c h  e v i l. ”  B u t  ra c is m  was 
s t i l l  p re s e n t i n  these  te x ts  (S a la -M o lin s ,  Le CodeNoir, 2 5 4 —61), a n d  a b o l i t io n  was advised 
as a g ra d u a l process in  o rd e r  to  p re p a re  th e  slaves f o r  fre e d o m .

4 2 .  T h is  slave c o n s p ira c y  was le d  b y  B o u k m a n , a p r ie s t  o fV o d o u ,  a n e w  s yn c re tic  
c u l t  th a t  n o t  o n ly  b r o u g h t  to g e th e r  slaves f r o m  d ive rse  c u ltu re s  o f  A f r ic a ,  b u t  in c lu d e d  
W e s te rn  c u l tu r a l  s y m b o ls  as w e ll (see b e lo w , n o te  1 2 9 )- B o u k m a n  add ressed  th e  slaves
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blacks o f  S a in t-D o m in g u e  fo rced  the  F rench  R e p u b lic  to  ackn ow l­

edge the  fa it  a c c o m p li o f  the  a b o l it io n  o f  slavery on  th a t is la n d  

(d e c la re d  by  the  F rench  c o lo n ia l co m m iss io n e rs , S o n th o n a x  and 

Polverel, ac ting  on  th e ir  ow n) and to  un iversa lize  a b o lit io n  th ro u g h ­

o u t the  F rench  c o lo n ie s .43 F ro m  1794 to  1 8 0 0 , as fre e m e n , these 

fo rm e r  slaves engaged in  a strugg le  against in v a d in g  B r it is h  forces, 

w ho m any o f  th e  w h ite  and m u la tto  la n d -o w n in g  co lon is ts  o f  S a in t-  

D o m in g u e  h o pe d  w o u ld  reestablish slavery.44 T h e  b la ck  a rm y  u n d e r  

th e  leadersh ip  o f  T oussa in t L o u ve rtu re  defeated th e  B r it is h  m il i ta r ­

i ly  in  a struggle tha t s treng thened  the A b o li t io n is t  m ovem en t w ith in  

B r ita in ,  se tting  the stage fo r  the B r it is h  suspension o f  the  slave trade 

in  l8 o 7 * 45 In  l8 o i ,  T oussa in t L o u v e rtu re , the  fo rm e r slave and  now  

g o v e rn o r o f  S a in t-D o m in g u e , suspected th a t the  F rench  D ire c to ry

“ T h r o w  away th e  s ym b o l o f  th e  g o d  o f  th e  w h ite s  w h o  has so o f te n  caused us to  w eep, a n d  
lis te n  to  th e  vo ic e  o f  lib e r ty ,  w h ic h  speaks in  th e  h e a rts  o f  us a l l”  (Jam es, Block Jacobins, 
8 7 ) .  A lth o u g h  slave re b e llio n s  h a d  o c c u r re d  in  S a in t -D o m in g u e  w ith  g re a t re g u la r ity  
(1 6 7 9 . I 7 J3» 1 72 0 , 1730. 1758, 1777* I 7 ^ 2 , a n d  1787* b e fo re  th e  m assive re v o lt  in  1791; 
see D u p u y , Haiti, 3 4 ) ,  w i th in  th e  c o n te x t o f  th e  ra d ic a liz a tio n  o f  th e  F re n c h  R e v o lu t io n ,  
B o u k m a n 's  u p r is in g  ch a n g e d  E u ro p e a n s ’ p e rc e p t io n  o f  slave re v o lts —n o  lo n g e r  o n e  o f  
a lo n g  se ries  o f  slave r e b e llio n s ,  b u t  a n  e x te n s io n  o f  th e  E u ro p e a n  R e v o lu t io n  “ N ew s 
o f  th e  s u m m e r  o f  1791 h a d  f  o cuse d  o n  th e  f l ig h t  to  V a re n n e s  a n d  c a p tu re  o f  th e  F re n c h  
ro y a l fa m ily  and o n  th e  re v o lt  o f  th e  slaves in  S a n to  D o m in g o ”  (P a u ls o n , Representations 
o f Revolution, 9 3 ) .

4 3 -  S lavery  was a b o lish e d  b y  P o lv e re l a n d  S o n th o n a x  in  A u g u s t 1793* a c tin g  i n ­
d e p e n d e n tly  o f  o rd e rs  f ro m  P a ris . T h e  ro le  o f  b o th  m e n  has bee n  n eg lec ted  b y  scho la rs, 
a n o th e r  case o f  s c h o la r ly  b l in d n e s s  th a t,  to  use T r o u i l lo t ’s fe lic ito u s  te rm ,  “ s ile n ce s  
th e  p a s t” (see T r o u i l lo t ,  Silencing the Past) . See th e  re c e n t s y m p o s iu m  e d ite d  b y  M a rc e l 
D o r ig n y ,  Leger-Felicite Sonthonax, w h ic h  b e g in s  to  re d re ss  th is  s itu a t io n ;  in  p a r t ic u la r ,  see 
D esne, “ S o n th o n a x  v u  p a r  les d ic t io n n a ire s , ”  113—2 0 , w h ic h  traces  th e  a lm o s t t o ta l 
d isa p p e a ra n ce  o f  S o n th o n a x ’s n a m e  f r o m  th e  b ib l io g r a p h ic a l e n cyc lo p e d ia s  o f  F ra n ce  
in  th e  co u rs e  o f  th e  tw e n t ie th  c e n tu ry .

4 4 * T h e  B r i t is h  w e re  c o m p e lle d  p ra g m a tic a lly  to  g ra n t f re e d o m  to  th o se  slaves o f  
S a in t -D o m in g u e  w h o  agreed  to  f ig h t  o n  th e ir  s id e—as d id  S o n th o n a x  a n d  P o lv e re l in  
th e  case o f  th o se  f ig h t in g  f o r  th e  F re n c h  R e p u b l ic  T h e  e ffe c t o f  these  p o lic ie s  was to  
u n d e rm in e  s la ve ry  by c o n t r a d ic t in g  any  o n to lo g ic a l a rg u m e n t th a t  th e  slaves w e re  in ­
capab le  o f  fre e d o m ; see G eggus, “ B r i t is h  O c c u p a t io n  o f  S a in t D o m in g u e , ”  3 6 3 .

4 5 * G eggus no te s  “ T h e  p a r t  p layed  b y  H a i t i  in  th e  a n t i-s la v e ry  m o v e m e n t’s s u d ­
d e n  resu rg e n ce  in  180 4  seem s to  have  b e e n  e n t ir e ly  ig n o re d  in  th e  s c h o la r ly  l i te ra tu r e .  
Y e t its  im p o r ta n c e  was a p p a re n tly  c o n s id e ra b le ”  (G eggus, “ H a it i  a n d  th e  A b o li t io n is ts , ”  
I l6 ) .  A g a in ,  h e re  is  a case o f  s c h o la r ly  b lin d n e s s  th a t  s ilences  th e  past.
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m ig h t a tte m p t to  re sc in d  a b o l it io n .45A n d  yet, s t i l l  lo ya l to  the  re ­

p u b l ic ,47 he w ro te  a c o n s t itu t io n  fo r  the  c o lo n y  th a t was in  advance 

o f  any such do cum e n t in  the  w o r ld —i f  n o t in  its prem ises o f  dem oc­

racy, th e n  sure ly  in  regard  to  the  ra c ia l inc lus iveness o f  its  d e f in i­

t io n  o f  the  c it iz e n ry .48 In  1802 , N a p o le o n  d id  m ove to  reestab lish  

slavery an d  the  Code N o ir and had T oussa in t a rrested  and  d e p o rte d  

to  F rance, w here  he d ie d  in  p r is o n  in  1803* W hen  N a p o le o n  sen t 

F rench  tro o p s  u n d e r  Le c le rc  to  subdue th e  co lony, w ag ing a b ru ta l 

s trugg le  against th e  b lack  p o p u la tio n  “ th a t a m o u n te d  to  a w ar o f  

g e n o c id e ,” 49 the  b lack  c itizens  o f  S a in t-D o m in g u e  once again to o k  

u p  arm s, d e m o n s tra tin g , in  Le c le rc ’s ow n w ords: “ I t  is n o t e n ou gh  

to  have taken  away T oussa in t, th e re  are 2 ,0 0 0  leaders to  be taken  

away.” 50 O n  I J a n u a ry  1 8 0 4 . the  new  m il i ta r y  leader, s la v e -b o rn  

Jean-Jacques Dessalines, to o k  th e  f in a l step o f  d e c la r in g  in d e p e n d -

4 6 . I n  1796* G e n e ra l Laveaux a p p o in te d  T o u s s a in t g o v e rn o r,  a n d  h a i le d  h im  as 
s a v io r  o f  th e  r e p u b l ic  a n d  re d e e m e r o f  th e  slaves p re d ic te d  b y  R a yn a l; see B la c k b u rn ,  
Overthrow o f Colonial Slavery, 2 3 3 .  I n  1 8 0 2 , th e  Code Noir was re e s ta b lis h e d  in  M a r t in iq u e  
a n d  G u a d e lo u p e  ( a lth o u g h  n o th in g  was sa id  a b o u t S a in t -D o m in g u e ) .

47- L o u v e r tu re  h a d  a l l ie d  h im s e l f  e a r l ie r  w i th  th e  K in g  o f  S p a in , s e t t in g  u p  m i l ­
i ta r y  o p e ra t io n s  a n d  w o rk in g  in  th e  e a s te rn  h a l f  o f  th e  is la n d ,  w h ic h  was a S p a n is h  
c o lo n y ;  b u t  o n ce  he  le a rn e d  th a t  th e  F re n c h  A ss e m b ly  h a d  a b o lis h e d  slavery, he  jo in e d  
w ith  S o n th o n a x  aga ins t th e  B r i t is h  a n d  was lo y a l to  th e  F re n c h  R e p u b lic  u n t i l  h is  a rre s t. 
( T h is  ch a n g e  o f  a llia n ce s , w h ic h  has bee n  a p o in t  o f  co n tro ve rsy , is ana lyzed  by G eggus, 
“ ‘ F ro m  H is  M o s t C a th o lic  M a je s ty ,’ ”  4 8 8 —8 9 .)

4 8 .  T o  a id  h im  in  d ra w in g  u p  a c o n s t itu t io n ,  T o u s s a in t s u m m o n e d  an  assem b ly  
o f  s ix  m e n  ( in c lu d in g  th e  B o rd e a u x -ra is e d , m u la t to  la w ye r J u l ie n  R a im o n d ; m o re  o n  
h im  b e lo w ) .

T h e  C o n s t i tu t io n  is  T o u s s a in t L ’O u v e r tu re  f r o m  th e  f i r s t  l in e  to  th e  last, and  
in  i t  he  e n s h r in e d  h is  p r in c ip le s  o f  g o v e rn m e n t.  S lavery  was fo re v e r  a b o l­
ish e d . E v e ry  m an, w h a te v e r h is  c o lo u r ,  was a d m is s ib le  to  a l l  e m p lo y m e n ts , 
a n d  th e re  was to  ex is t n o  o th e r  d is t in c t io n  th a n  th a t o f  v ir tu e s  and  ta len ts , and  
n o  o th e r  s u p e r io r i ty  th a n  th a t w h ic h  th e  law  gives in  th e  exercise o f  a p u b lic  
f u n c t io n .  H e  in c o rp o ra te d  in  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n  an  a r t ic le  w h ic h  p re s e rv e d  
t h e i r  r ig h ts  to  a l l p r o p r ie to r s  abse n t f r o m  th e  c o lo n y  “ f o r  w h a te ve r reason ”  
exce p t i f  they  w e re  o n  th e  l is t  o f  e m ig re s  p ro s c r ib e d  in  F ra n ce . F o r  th e  rest, 
T o u s s a in t c o n c e n tra te d  a l l p o w e r in  h is  o w n  hands. (Jam e s, Black Jacobins, 2 6 3 )  

T o u s s a in t ’s re g im e  a n t ic ip a te d  d o m in io n  sta tus. F ra n ce  m issed  th is  chan ce  to  e s ta b lish  
a p o l ic y  o f  e n lig h te n e d  im p e r ia l is m .

4 9 . G eggus, “ S lavery, W ar, a n d  R e v o lu t io n ,"  22 .
5 0  Jam es, Black Jacobins, 3 4 6 *
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ence f ro m  France, thus c o m b in in g  the  end o f  slavery w ith  the end 

o f  c o lo n ia l status. U n d e r  the  b a n n e r o f  L ib e r ty  o r  D e a th  (these 

w ords w ere  in sc rib e d  o n  th e  re d  and b lu e  flag , f ro m  w h ich  th e  w h ite  

band o f  the  F rench  had been re m o v e d ),51 he defeated the  F rench  

troops and destroyed the  w h ite  p o p u la t io n , es tab lish ing  in  18 0 5  an 

in d e pen de n t, c o n s titu tio n a l n a tio n  o f  “b lack” c itizens, an “ e m p ire ,” 

m ir r o r in g  N a p o le o n s  ow n, w h ic h  he ca lled  by the  A raw ak nam e, 

H a it i .52 These events, le a d in g  to  the  com p le te  fre e d o m  o f  the  slaves 

and the  co lony , were u n p re cede n ted . “ N ever be fore  had a slave so­

cie ty successfully o v e rth ro w n  its r u l in g  class.” 53

T h e  s e lf- l ib e ra t io n  o f  th e  A fr ic a n  slaves o f  S a in t-D o m in g u e  

gained fo r  them , by fo rce , the  re c o g n itio n  o f  E uropean and  A m e r i­

can w hites—i f  o n ly  in  the  fo rm  o f  fear. A m o n g  those w ith  ega lita rian  

sym path ies, i t  ga in ed  th e m  respect as w e ll. F o r a lm o s t a decade, 

be fo re  the  v io le n t e l im in a t io n  o f  whites s igna lled  th e ir  de lib e ra te  

re trea t f ro m  u n ive rsa lis t p r in c ip le s , the  b lack  Jacob ins  o f  S a in t-  

D o m in g u e  surpassed the  m e tro p o le  in  active ly  re a liz in g  the  E n ­

lig h te n m e n t goa l o f  h u m a n  lib e rty , seem ing  to  give p r o o f  th a t the  

F rench  R e v o lu t io n  was n o t  s im p ly  a E u ro p e a n  p h e n o m e n o n  b u t 

w o r ld -h is to r ic a l in  its  im p lic a t io n s .54 I f  we have becom e accus­

to m e d  to  d if fe re n t  na rra tive s , ones th a t place c o lo n ia l events o n  

the  m a rg in s  o f  E u ro p e a n  h is to ry , we have been se rio u s ly  m is led .

51. See Ja m e s , Black Jacobins, 3 6 5 . W r i t in g  u n d e r  a p s e u d o n y m  in  a B o s to n  new s­
p a p e r in  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  S a in t -D o m in g u e  r e v o lu t io n ,  A b ra h a m  B is h o p  “ re m a rk e d  th a t  
th e  A m e r ic a n  r e v o lu t io n a r ie s  w h o  h a d  ta u g h t  th e  w o r ld  to  e ch o  th e  c ry  'L ib e r ty  o r  
D e a th ! ' d id  n o t  say ‘a l l white m e n  are free, b u t  all men a re  f re e ’ ”  (D a v is , Revolutions, 5 0 ) .

5 2 . Dessalines's c o n s t itu t io n  dec la red  all H a it ia n s  b lack , a tte m p tin g  to  leg is la te  away 
the  ca tegories o f  m u la t to  and va r io u s  g ra d ie n ts  o f  in te r ra c ia l ity .  D essa lines was assassi­
n a te d  in  1 8 0 6 ; H a it i  was th e n  d iv id e d  in to  tw o  pa rts , a n o r th  “ k in g d o m ,”  hea ded  b y  
H e n r i  C h r is to p h e , a n d  a s o u th  “ r e p u b lic , ”  th e  p re s id e n t o fw h ic h w a s  A le x a n d re  P e tio n .

53* G eggus, “ H a i t i  a n d  th e  A b o l i t io n is t s , ”  114
54* T r o u i l lo t  ca lls  th e  H a it ia n  R e v o lu t io n  “ th e  m o s t ra d ic a l p o l i t ic a l re v o lu t io n  

o f  th a t age”  (Silencing the Past, 9 8 ) .  B la c k b u rn  w r ite s  “ H a it i  was n o t  th e  f i r s t  in d e p e n d e n t 
A m e r ic a n  sta te  b u t  i t  was th e  f i r s t  to  g u a ra n te e  c iv ic  l ib e r ty  to  a ll its  in h a b ita n ts ”  (Over­
throw o f Colonial Slavery, 2 6 0 ) .
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Events in  S a in t-D o m in g u e  were ce n tra l to  c o n te m p o ra ry  a ttem pts  

to  make sense o u t o f  the  re a lity  o f  the  F re n c h  R e v o lu tio n  and  its 

a fte rm a th .55 * We need to  be aware o f  the  facts f r o m  th is  perspective.

6
Le t us co n s id e r the log ica l u n fo ld in g  o f  the ove rth ro w  o f  slavery in  

te rm s o f  the  evo lu tion  in  consciousness o f  E uropeans liv in g  th ro u g h  

it. T h e  F rench revo lu tiona rie s  un d e rs to o d  themselves fro m  the start 

as a lib e ra t io n  m ovem en t tha t w o u ld  free peop le  f r o m  the  “ slavery” 

o f  feu d a l in e q u it ie s . In  1789, the slogans L ive  F reely o r  D ie  and 

R a th e r D eath  T h a n  Slavery were com m o n , and  the  “ M a rse illa ise ” 

d e no un ced  ‘Tesclavage a n tiq u e ” in  th is  co n te x t.55 T h is  was a revo ­

lu t io n  against, n o t m ere ly  the  ty ra n n y  o f  a p a r t ic u la r  ru le r ,  b u t o f  

a ll past tra d it io n s  th a t v io la te d  the  genera l p r in c ip le s  o f  h u m a n  l i b ­

erty. R e p o rtin g  o n  the  events in  Paris in  sum m er 178 9 , th e  G erm an  

p u b lic is t J  o h an n  W ilh e lm  von  A rc h e n h o lz  ( f r o m  w h om  we w i l l  hear 

again) los t h is  custom ary jo u rn a lis t ic  n e u tra lity  and  exc la im ed tha t 

the  F re n ch  “ p e o p le ” (Volk), w ho  “were accustom ed to  k iss ing  th e ir  

cha ins . . . had, in  a m a tte r o f  hou rs , b ro k e n  these g ig a n tic  chains 

w ith  one a ll-c o n q u e r in g  stroke  o f  courage, becom ing  fre e r th a n  the  

Rom ans and Greeks were, and the  A m ericans and B r it is h  are today.” 57

55- Was th e  F re n c h  R e v o lu t io n  a “ m e re  r e fo rm  o f  abuses,”  as N a p o le o n  c la im e d  
th e  E n g lis h  c o n s id e re d  i t ,  o r  d id  i t  c o n s t itu te  “ a c o m p le te  so c ia l r e b i r t h , ”  as he  was to  
say o n  h is  d e a th b e d  (P a u ls o n , Representations o f Revolution, 5 O 9 A t  th e  e n d  o f  h is  l i fe ,  
N a p o le o n  re g re tte d  h is  t re a tm e n t o f  T o u s s a in t L o u v e r tu re .

5 6 . B la c k b u rn ,  Overthrow o f Colonial Slavey, 2 3 0 .
57- C ite d  in  R u o f,  Johann Wilhelm vonArchenholtz, 2 9 . ( R u o f ’s s p e ll in g  o f  th e  n a m e  

as “A r c h e n h o ltz ”  is  u n u s u a l. )  A rc h e n h o lz  c o n t in u e d  “ T h e y  s h o u ld  be h o n o re d  b y  th e  
G e rm a n  p e o p le , w h o  th e re b y  h o n o r  them selves”  (Johann Wilhelm vonArchenholtz, 3 0 ) .  I n  1792 
he  a ga in  used th e  m e ta p h o r  o f  s lavery in  d e s c r ib in g  th e  F re n c h  re v o lu tio n a ry  s itu a t io n ,  
a sk in g  w h e th e r th e  p e o p le  o f  “ o n e  o f  th e  m o s t p o p u lo u s  n a t io n s  o n  e a r th ,  th a t in  th e  
past few  years h a d  c lim b e d  o u t  o f  th e  deepest s lim e  o f  slavery, a n d  . . . tasted th e  sweet 
f r u i ts  o f  f re e d o m  to  th e  p o in t  o f  o ve rfu lln e ss  . . .  so soon  aga in  w o u ld  q u ie t ly  b ow  th e ir  
necks u n d e r  th e  yoke, re g a rd in g  th e ir  b ro k e n  ch a in s  as p lay th ings . . . E ve n  th e  c o m b in e d  
m ig h t  o f  E u ro p e  w o u ld  be w re cke d  aga inst th is  ro c k ”  (Johann Wilhelm von Archenholtz, 4 9 ) .
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B u t w hat o f  the co lon ies , the  source o f  w ealth  o f  such a large 

p a rt o f  th e  F rench p o p u la t io n ?  T h e  m e a n in g  o f  fre e d o m  was at 

stake in  th e ir  re a c tio n  to  the  events o f  1789 and now here m ore so 

than  in  the  c row n  je w e l, S a in t-D o m in g u e . W ou ld  the  co lon is ts  take 

a fte r  the A m e rica n s  and revo lt, as som e o f  the  C re o le  p lan te rs  o f  

S a in t-D o m in g u e  were u rg in g ?  O r  w o u ld  they jo in  fra te rn a lly  to  

p ro c la im  th e ir  “ l ib e r ty ”  as F re n ch  c itize ns?  A n d  i f  th e  la tte r, th e n  

w h o  were to  be in c lu d e d  as c itizens?  P ro p e rty  ow ners, to  be su re .58 

B u t o n ly  w h ites?  M u la tto es  ow ned an estim ated o n e - th ir d  o f  the  

c u ltiv a te d  la n d  in  S a in t -D o m in g u e .59 O u g h t n o t  they  to  be i n ­

c lu de d , a n d  n o t  o n ly  they, b u t  th e  free  blacks as w e ll?  Was p ro p e rty  

o r  was race the  litm u s  test f o r  b e in g  a c itize n  o f  F rance? M ost p e r ­

t in e n t ,  i f  A fr ic a n s  c o u ld  in  p r in c ip le  be in c lu d e d  as c itize ns—if ,  

tha t is, the  im p lic i t ly  racist assum ptions th a t u n d e rla y  the  CodeNoir 

w ere n o t v a lid —the n  h o w  c o u ld  the  c o n t in u e d  legal enslavem ent o f  

blacks be ju s t i f ie d ? 60 A n d  i f  i t  c o u ld  no t, how  c o u ld  the  c o lo n ia l 

system be m a in ta in e d ?  T h e  u n fo ld in g  o f  the  lo g ic  o f  f  reedom  in  

the co lo n ie s  th rea tened  to  un rave l the  to ta l in s t itu t io n a l fram ew ork  

o f  the  slave econom y th a t su p p o rte d  such a substantia l p a rt o f  the  

French bourgeo is ie , whose p o lit ic a l re v o lu tio n , o f  course, th is  was.51

5 8 . I n  1 79 0 , a c o lo n ia l assem bly in  S a in t -D o m in g u e  ex tended  th e  vo te  to  n o n -  
p ro p e r t ie d  w h ites  (w id e n in g  th e  fra n ch ise  fu r th e r  th a n  in  th e  m e tro p o le ) ,  h e n ce  r e in fo rc ­
in g  th e  rac ia l n a tu re  o f  p o l i t ic a l e x c lu s io n ; see B la c k b u rn , Overthrow o f Colonial Slavery, 183.

5 9 . B la c k b u rn  w r ite s  th a t th e y  o w n e d  2 ,0 0 0  c o ffe e  estates in  th e  west a n d  s o u th , 
c o m p a re d  w i th  7 8 0  s u g a r estates, th e  grea t m a jo r ity  o f  w h ic h  w e re  o w n e d  by  w h ite s  “ In  
S t. D o m in g u e  f re e  p e o p le  o f  c o lo u r  w e re  a lm o s t as n u m e ro u s  as w h ite  c o lo n is ts ,  in d e e d  
p o s s ib ly  m o re  n u m e ro u s . ”  T h e  p r o p r ie to r s  o f  c o lo r  o w n e d  a b o u t 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  slaves, 
“ n o w h e re  else in  th e  A m e r ic a s  d id  th o s e  o f  p a r t ly  A f r ic a n  de sce n t f ig u r e  so im p o r ta n t ly  
in  th e  ra n k s  o f  th e  p r o p e r t ie d  c lass” ; th e y  o f te n  “ b o re  th e  d is t in g u is h e d  nam e  o f  a 
F re n c h  fa th e r"  (Overthrow o f Colonial Slavery, 168 , 1 6 9 ).

6 0 .  T h e  B a ro n  de W im p f fe n  asked i f  c o lo n is ts  w e re  n o t  a f ra id  to  say liberty o r  
equality i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e i r  slaves; see Jam es, Black Jacobins, 8 2 . B u t  i t  was s t i l l  r a re  in  1792 
F o r re p u b lic a n s  to  d e c la re  fo rc e fu l ly ,  as d id  S o n th o n a x ,  “ ‘ O n e  c a n n o t  m a in ta in  th e  
B lacks  in  s lavery i f  fre e  m e n  w h o  a re  e q u a l to  th e  W h ite s  a re  a lso  b la c k l ik e  th e  slaves*” 
( T h ib a u ,  “ S a in t -D o m in g u e  a T a rr iv e e  de S o n th o n a x ,”  44-)-

61. I n  th e  C o n s t i tu e n t  A sse m b ly  (1 7 8 9 —91), c o n s is t in g  o f  a p p ro x im a te ly  1 ,1 0 0  
d e p u tie s , o n e  in  te n  h a d  in te re s ts  in  S a in t -D o m in g u e ;  see T h ib a u ,  “ S a in t -D o m in g u e  
a l ’a rr iv e e  de  S o n th o n a x ,”  4 L
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A n d  yet o n ly  the  lo g ic  o f  freedom  gave leg itim acy to  th e ir  re v o lu tio n  

in  the  un ive rsa l term s in  w h ich  the  F rench  saw themselves.

T h e  H a it ia n  R e v o lu tio n  was the  c ru c ib le , the  t r ia l  by  f ir e  fo r  

the  ideals o f  the  F rench E n lig h te n m e n t. A n d  every E u ro p e a n  w ho 

was pa rt o f  the  bo u rg eo is  re a d in g  p u b lic  knew  i t . 52 “T h e  eyes o f  the 

w o r ld  are no w  o n  St. D o m in g o .” 63 So begins an a rtic le  pu b lish e d  in  

1804  i n  Minerva, the  jo u rn a l fo u n d e d  by A rc h e n h o lz , w ho had been 

cove rin g  th e  F rench  R e v o lu tio n  since its  b e g in n in g s  and re p o r t in g  

o n  the  re v o lu t io n  in  S a in t-D o m in g u e  since 1792 .54 F o r a f u l l  year, 

f ro m  fa l l  18 0 4  to  th e  end o f  1805, Minerva p u b lis h e d  a c o n t in u in g  

series, to ta l l in g  m o re  th a n  a h u n d re d  pages, in c lu d in g  source doc­

um e n ts , news sum m aries , and  eyewitness accounts, tha t in fo rm e d  

its  readers n o t o n ly  o f  the  f in a l s trugg le  f o r  in d e p e n d e n ce  o f  th is  

F rench co lony—u n d e r th e  b a n n e r L ib e r ty  o r  D e a th !55—b u t o f  events

6 2 . T h e  A m is  des N o ir s  ( fo u n d e d  in  1788) w e re  im p o r ta n t  in  s e t t in g  th e  stage 
f o r  th is  d is c u s s io n . A l th o u g h  n o t  g rea t in  n u m b e rs ,  th e y  w ere  in f lu e n t ia l  as w r ite rs  
a n d  p a m p h le te e rs  (C o n d o rc e t ,  B r is s o t,  M ir a  bea u , th e  A b b e  G re g o ire ) ,  w hose w o rk  
d e p lo re d  th e  c o n d it io n s  o f  th e  c o lo n ia l slaves. M a rc u s  R a in s fo rd  w ro te  in  1 8 0 5  th a t as 
a re s u lt  o f  t h e i r  c irc u la te d  w r it in g s ,  n e g ro  slaves “ w e re  th e  p r o m in e n t  sub jec ts  o f  c o n ­
v e rs a t io n  a n d  re g re t in  h a l f  th e  to w n s  o f  E u ro p e ” ; as th e y , w ith  “ u n h a p p y  e lo q u e n c e ”  
d e p ic te d  “ th e  m is e r ie s  o f  slavery,”  a n d  “ w ere c e r ta in ly  th e  cause o f  b r in g in g  in to  a c t io n ,  
o n  a b ro a d  basis , th a t  s p i r i t  o f  re v o lt  w h ic h  o n ly  sleeps in  th e  enslaved  A f r ic a n ,  o r  h is  
d e s c e n d e n t”  ( R a in s fo rd ,  HistoricalAccount, 10 7 ). T h e  p o s it io n  o f  th e  A m is  des N o ir s  was 
to  e n d o rs e  o n ly  g ra d u a l e m a n c ip a t io n ,  u n t i l  I79*»  w h e n  th e y  e n d o rs e d  r ig h ts  f o r  fre e  
b lacks and  m u la tto e s ; b y  th e  t im e  o f  th e  a c tu a l a b o l i t io n  o f  s lavery ( l7 9 4 )  th e y  h a d  
ceased to  e x is t, v ic t im s  o f  R o b e s p ie rre ’s p u rg e s  A b o l i t io n  had  co m e  to  be  id e n t i f ie d  
w i th  R o b e s p ie r re ’s e n e m ie s  th e  G ir o n d in s .  “ T h e  G ir o n d in s  w e re  accused o f  h a v in g  
secre tly  fo m e n te d  th e  c o lo n ia l upheavals to  th e  advan tage  o f  E n g la n d  a n d  o f  s u p p o r t in g  
a b o li t io n  in  o r d e r  to  r u in  F ra n c e ’s e m p ire .  . . . R o b e s p ie rre  h im s e lf  was c o n s p ic u o u s ly  
absent d u r in g  th e  F e b ru a ry  4  sess ion  [ o f  th e  C o n v e n t io n ,  w h ic h  vo ted  u n a n im o u s ly  to  
a b o lis h  s la ve ry ] and  d id  n o t  s ig n  th e  d e c re e ”  (F ic k ,  “ F re n c h  R e v o lu t io n  in  S a in t  
D o m in g u e , ”  6 8 ;  c o m p a re  w ith  B e n o t,  “ C o m m e n t  la  C o n v e n t io n  a - t - e l le  vo te  I ’ a b o -  
l i t i o n , ”  I 3 - 2 5 ) -

6 3 .  A rc h e n h o lz ,  “ Z u r  n e u e s te n  G e sc h ic h te  v o n  S t. D o m in g o , ”  3 4 0 * T h is  was 
A rc h e n h o lz ’s e d ito r ia l in t r o d u c t io n  to  th e  1804 a r t ic le  in  Minerva ( 34 I _ 45 )» w h ic h  was 
c r it ic a l o f  th e  r e v o lu t io n s  v io le n c e  a n d  ske p tica l o f  th e  v ia b il i ty  o f  th e  “ n e g ro -s ta te .”

6 4 .  See “  H is to r is c h e  N a c h r ic h te n  v o n  d e n  le tz te n  U n r u h e n  in  S a in t  D o m in g o  
A u s  v e rs c h ie d e n e n  Q u e lle n  gezo g e n ,”  Minerva I  (F e b . 1 79 2 ). 2 9 6 —319. T h e  a r t ic le  fa ­
v o re d  m u la t to  r ig h ts ,  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  B r is s o t,  a n d  th e  A m is  des N o ir s .

6 5 .  T h is  s lo gan , p ro c la im e d  b y  D e s s a lin e s in  M a y  1 8 0 3 , was r e p o r te d  in  A r c h e n ­
h o lz ,  “ Z u r  n e u e s te n  G e sch ich te  v o n  S t. D o m in g o , ”  5 0 8 .
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over the  p re v io us  ten years as w e ll. A rc h e n h o lz  was c r it ic a l o f  the 

v io le n c e  o f  th is  re v o lu t io n  (as he was o f  the  J a c o b in  T e r r o r  in  

the  m e tro p o le ) , b u t he came to  ap p re c ia te  T oussa in t L o u v e rtu re , 

p u b lis h in g  as p a rt o f  h is  series, in  G e rm a n  tra n s la t io n , a cha p te r 

f r o m  th e  new  m a n u s c r ip t by  a B r it is h  cap ta in , M a rcus  R a in s fo rd , 

w ho  p ra ise d  T o u s s a in t’s cha rac te r, le a d e rs h ip , and h u m a n ity  in  

s u p e rla tive s .66

A rc h e n h o lz ’s jo u rn a l b o rro w e d  free ly  f ro m  E n g lis h  and F rench 

sources so tha t h is a cco un t re fle c te d  news w ide ly  re p o r te d  to  the 

E u ro pe an  read ing  p u b lic , and the  a rtic les  in  Minerva were p icked u p  

in  tu r n  by “ countless newspapers” (a s itu a tio n  o f  co s m o p o lita n  and 

o p e n  c o m m u n ic a t io n , desp ite  in te lle c tu a l p ro p e r ty  re s tr ic t io n s , 

tha t has pe rhaps n o t  been  m a tche d  u n t i l  the  e a rly  I n te r n e t ) .67 

A lth o u g h  th e re  was ce n so rsh ip  in  the  F re n ch  press a fte r  1 8 0 3 ,68

6 6 .  R a in s fo rd 's  b o o k , p u b lis h e d  in  E n g la n d  in  1 8 0 5  (a n d  in  f u l l  G e rm a n  t ra n s ­
la t io n  th e  fo llo w in g  ye a r) asserted:

T h e  r is e  o f  th e  H a y t ia n  E m p ire  m ay p o w e r fu l ly  a ffe c t th e  c o n d it io n  o f  th e  
h u m a n  race . . . . I t  w i l l  s ca rce ly  be  c re d ite d  in  a n o th e r  age, th a t  p h ilo s o p h e rs  
h e a rd  u n m o v e d , o f  th e  a s c e r ta in m e n t o f  a b r i l l i a n t  fa c t,  h i th e r to  u n k n o w n , 
o r  c o n f in e d  to  th e  vague k n o w le d g e  o f  th o se  w hose e xp e rie n ce  is  n o t  a d m itte d  
w i th in  th e  p a le  o f  h is to r ic a l t r u t h .  . . .  I t  is  o n  a n c ie n t  re c o rd , th a t  neg roe s 
w e re  capab le  o f  r e p e llin g  th e ir  e n e m ie s , w ith  v ig o u r ,  in  th e ir  o w n  c o u n try ;  
a n d  a w r i te r  o f  m o d e r n  da te  [A d a n s o n , Voyage a LAJrique, I 749 - 53 l  has assured 
us o f  th e  ta le n ts  a n d  v ir tu e s  o f  these p e o p le ; b u t  i t  re m a in e d  f o r  th e  c lose o f  
th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry  to  re a lize  th e  scene, f r o m  a state o f  a b je c t deg eneracy :— 
to  e x h ib it ,  a h o rd e  o f  neg roe s  e m a n c ip a t in g  them se lves f r o m  th e  v ile s t slavery, 
and  a t once f i l l i n g  th e  re la t io n s  o f  soc ie ty , e n a c tin g  laws, a n d  c o m m a n d in g  
a rm ie s , in  th e  c o lo n ie s  o f  E u ro p e . T h e  sam e p e r io d  has w itn e sse d  a g re a t a n d  
p o lis h e d  n a t io n  [F ra n c e ] . . . r e tu r n in g  to  th e  b a rb a r is m  o f  th e  e a r lie s t pe ­
r io d s .  (Historical Account, x - x i)

R a in s f o rd  r a n k e d  th e  H a it ia n  R e v o lu t io n  “ a m o n g  th e  m o s t re m a rk a b le  a n d  im p o r ta n t  
tra n s a c tio n s  o f  th e  day”  (Historical Account, 3 6 4 )-

6 7 . R u o f,  Johann Wilhelm von Archenholtz, 6 2 .
6 8 .  “A b o l i t io n is m ,  always an  a f fa i r  o f  s m a ll c liq u e s  in  F ra n ce , n o w  e ffe c t iv e ly  

ceased to  exist T h e  a t te m p t to  re c o n q u e r  S a in t D o m in g u e  had  bee n  a c c o m p a n ie d  by 
a f lo o d  o f  l i te ra tu r e  c o n c e rn in g  the  c o lo n y , b u t i t  was la rg e ly  th e  w o rk  o f  c o lo n is ts  w h o , 
w i th  v a ry in g  degrees o f  v itu p e ra t io n ,  b la m e d  th e  b la c k  re v o lu t io n  o n  a b o li t io n is t  i n ­
f lu e n c e . T h e n ,  as th e  S a in t  D o m in g u e  e x p e d it io n  ca m e  e n t ire ly  to  g r ie f ,  a to ta l b a n  
was im p o s e d  o n  a l l  w o rks  c o n c e rn in g th e  c o lo n ie s ”  (G eg gus, “ H a i t i  a n d  th e  A b o l i t i o n ­
is ts ,”  117).
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newspapers an d  jo u rn a ls  in  B r i ta in  (a lso th e  U n ite d  States an d  

P o la n d )59 h ig h lig h te d  th e  events o f  the  f in a l re v o lu tio n a ry  strugg le  

in  S a in t-D o m in g u e —the Edinburgh Review, am ong o th e rs .69 70 W ill ia m  

W o rd s w o rth  w ro te  a son ne t e n t it le d  “ T o  T o u ssa in t L o u v e r tu re ,” 

p u b lis h e d  in  the  Morning Post in  F ebruary  1803 . in  w h ich  he  d e p lo red  

the  ree s ta b lishm e n t o f  the  CodeNoir in  the  F rench  c o lo n ie s .71

In  th e  G e rm an -la ngu ag e  press, Minerva’s coverage was special. 

A lre a d y  in  1794* tw o  years a fte r its  fo u n d in g , i t  had estab lished its  

re p u ta t io n  as the  best o f  its  genre  o f  p o lit ic a l jo u rn a ls . I t  strove to  

be n o n p a rt is a n , ob jec tive , and  fac tua l, a im in g  at “ h is to r ic a l t r u t h ” 

th a t w o u ld  be “ in s tru c tiv e  . . . [ f o r ]  o u r  g ra n d c h ild re n .” 72 Its  goal, 

a c c o rd in g  to  the  jo u rn a l's  (E n g lis h !)  m o tto , was “ to  shew the  very 

age and b o d y  o f  the t im e  its  fo rm  and p ressure .” 73 B y 179^* h s c*r ~ 

c u la t io n  was th re e  th o u sa n d  cop ies (respectab le in  our day f o r  an 

in te lle c tu a lly  serious jo u rn a l) ,  and th a t n u m b e r is es tim a ted  to  have 

d o u b le d  by  18 0 9 . In  the words o f  A rc h e n h o lz ’s b io g ra p h e r, Minerva

6 9 . T h e  U .S .  press was f u l l  o f  th e  s to ry  o f  S a in t -D o m in g u e .  J o h n  A d a m s , w h ile  
la m e n t in g  the  even ts , b e lie v e d  tha t they w ere  th e  lo g ica l o u tc o m e  o f  w h a t th e  U .S  r e ­
b e l l io n  i t s e l f  h a d  caused. O th e rs  saw th e  s lave  r e v o lu t io n  as p r o o f  th a t  s la very  n e e ded  
to  b e  a b o lis h e d  i n  th e  U n ite d  States—in  o th e r  w o rd s , b o th  s ides re a d  i t  as s ig n if ic a n t  
f o r  world h is to r y ;  see D a v is , Revolutions, 4 9 —54- W a r c o rre s p o n d e n ts  a lso  sent re p o r ts  
b a ck  re g u la r ly  to  P o lis h  n ew spape rs , as a P o lis h  re g im e n t was p a r t  o f  th e  m i l i t a r y  fo rc e  
u n d e r  G e n e ra l L e c le rc  s e n t by N a p o le o n  to  re e s ta b lish  s lavery in  S a in t -D o m in g u e .  
See P a c h o n s k i a n d  W ils o n ,  Polands Caribbean Tragedy.

7 0 . See G eggus, “ H a it i  a n d  th e  A b o li t io n is ts , ”  113—15. I n  fa c t m o s t o f  th e  r e p o r t in g  
was n o t ve ry  fa vo ra b le , w ith  th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  h e ro iz a t io n  o f  T o u s s a in t L o u v e r tu re .

71. T h e  s o n n e t  was “ p ro b a b ly  w r i t t e n  in  F ra n ce  in  A u g u s t  1 8 0 2 ”  (G eggus, 
“ B r i t is h  O p in io n , "  1 4 0 ) .  W o rd s w o r th  was b o r n  th e  same year as H e g e l ( l 77°)*» b o th  
w e re  in  th e ir  e a rly  th ir t ie s  at th is  t im e . W il l ia m  B lake a lso in c o rp o ra te d  th e  H a it ia n  re v ­
o lu t io n  in to  h is  p o e try .

7 2 . R u o f ,  Johann Wilhelm von Archenholtz, 6 9 —70. A rc h e n h o lz  d e c la re d  th e  “ s tr ic te s t 
n e u t r a l i ty ”  (strengste Unparteilichkeit)  to  be h is  “ f i r s t  d u ty ” (Johann Wtlhelm vonArchenhaltz, 4 0 )

73. T h is  a p p e a re d  o n  th e  t i t le  page. N o te  th a t  s ch o la rs  o {Minerva need  to  g o  ba ck  
to  th e  o r ig in a l  jo u r n a l  to  d is c o v e r  th e  in te n s e  in te re s t  o f  A r c h e n h o lz  in  S a in t -  
D o m in g u e  a n d  th e  H a it ia n  R e v o lu t io n .  T h e  tw o  m o n o g ra p h s  th a t  have b e e n  w r i t te n  
o n  h im  d o  n o t  m e n t io n  these a rtic le s ; see R u o f , Johann Wilhelm vonArchenholtz, a n d  R ieger, 
Johann Wilhelm von Archenholz a ls '^ itb iirge r'’ B u t  see S c h u lle r, Die Deutsche Reception haitiamscher
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was “ the  m ost im p o r ta n t  p o lit ic a l jo u r n a l o f  the tu rn  o f  the ce n ­

tu ry ” b o th  in  te rm s  o f  q u a lity  o f  c o n te n t, w r it te n  b y  re g u la r c o rre ­

sponden ts  (w ho w ere im p o r ta n t  p u b lic  f ig u re s  in  th e ir  o w n  r ig h t) ,  

and the  q u a lity  o f  readers, am ong  w hom  were some o f  the  m ost i n ­

f lu e n t ia l peop le in  G erm an y.74 K in g  F r ie d r ic h  W ilh e lm  I I I  o f  P rus­

sia “ read Minerva cons tan tly .” 75 B o th  G oe the  and S c h ille r read Minerva 

(the la tte r  co rre spo nde d  w ith  A rc h e n h o lz ) ,75 as w e ll as K lo p s to c k  

(w ho c o n tr ib u te d  to  the  jo u r n a l) , S che lling , and  Lafayette . A n d — 

need I keep i t  f ro m  you any lo n g e r? —a n o th e r re g u la r re a d e r o f  

Minervat as we kno w  fro m  h is  p u b lis h e d  le tte rs , was the  p h ilo s o p h e r 

G e o rg  W ilh e lm  F r ie d r ic h  H e g e l.77

Geschichte, w h ic h  in c lu d e s  a s u m m a ry  o f  th e  Minerva a r t ic le s  o n  S a in t -D o m in g u e  as w e ll 
as a d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  accoun ts o f  th e  H a it ia n  R e v o lu t io n  in  o th e r  G e rm a n  jo u rn a ls  and  
b o o k s , in c lu d in g  th e  ve ry  in f lu e n t ia l  G e rm a n  t r a n s la t io n  o f  R a in s fo rd  (1 0 3 —8 ) .  
S c h u lle r ’s b o o k  was b ro u g h t  to  m y  a t te n t io n  b y  G eggus a f te r  th e  w r i t in g  o f  th is  p ap e r, 
a n d  I  have a d d e d  re fe ren ces  to  i t  in  th e  n o te s  w h e n  a p p ro p r ia te .

74 - R u o f ,  Johann Wilhelm von Archenholtz, 13 I- T w o  p a r t ic u la r ly  w e ll- k n o w n  c o r r e ­
s p o n d e n ts  w e re  K o n ra d  E n g e lb e r t  O ls n e r  a n d  G e o rg  F o rs te r ;  m o re  o n  th e m  b e lo w . 
F o r c ir c u la t io n  f ig u re s , see R u o f,  Johann Wilhelm von Archenholtz, 129—3 0 .

75* R u o f , Johann Wilhelm von Archenholtz, 130 .
7 6 . S c h ille r  w ro te  to  A rc h e n h o lz  in  1794* su g g e s tin g  th a t he  d o  a re tro s p e c tiv e  o n  

th e  A m e r ic a n  R e v o lu t io n  in  th e  jo u r n a l :  “ 1st es Ih n e n n o c h  n ic h t  d ie  Id e e  g e k o m m e n , 
e in  k u rtz e s , ged ran g tes  ta b le a u  v o n  d e m  a m e r ik a n is c h e n  F re ih e its k r ie g e  a u fz u s te lle n ? ”  
(R u o f ,  Johann Wilhelm von Archenholtz, 45 )* A lth o u g h  n o  su c h  a r t ic le  a p p ea red  in  Minerva, th e  
series o n  th e  S a in t-D o m in g u e  events, I 79 I —*8 0 5 .  was ana logou s in  its  c o n c e p tio n .

77- H e g e l w ro te  to  S c h e llin g  f r o m  B e rn , C h r is tm a s  Eve, I 794 : “ Q u i t e  by  a cc id e n t 
I  spoke  a f  ew days ago w ith  th e  a u th o r  o f  th e  le tte rs  s ig n e d  ‘O .*  in  A rc h e n h o lz ’s Minerva. 
Y o u  a re  n o  d o u b t  a c q u a in te d  w ith  th e m . T h e  a u th o r ,  p u r p o r te d ly  an  E n g lis h m a n , is 
in  fa c t a S ile s ia n  nam ed O e s ln e r  . . . s t i l l  a y o u n g  m a n , b u t  one  sees th a t he has to ile d  
m u c h ”  (H e g e l, Hegeh The Letters,. 2 8 ) .  R u o f  ( w r i t in g  in  1915) does n o t  m e n t io n  H e g e l 
as a re a d e r o f  Minerva T h e  G e rm a n  p u b lic a t io n  o f  H e g e l’s le tte rs  was n o t  ava ila b le  to  
h im ; see H e g e l, Briefevon undan Hegel. Jacques d ’H o n t ,  how eve r, beg ins  h is  b o o k  w ith  a 
c h a p te r  o n  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  Minerva o n  H e g e l (a n d  S c h e ll in g ) ,  w h ic h  h e  d e sc rib e s  as 
“ to ta l”  (globale)  (HegelSecret, J—43). N o te  th a t d ’H o n t  m akes n o  m e n t io n  o f  th e  a r tic le s  
o n  S a in t -D o m in g u e  th a t ap p e a re d  in  Minerva's pages (h is  p o in t  is  a d i f f e r e n t  one ; see 
b e lo w , n o te  I2 l )  K o n r a d  E n g e lb e rt  O e ls n e r,  m o re  ra d ic a lly  re p u b lic a n  th a n  A r c h e n ­
h o lz , was an  ( a n t i-R o b e s p ie r re a n )  G ir o n d is t ;  h is  h e ro  was th e  A b b e  Sieyes. See h is  
h is to ry  o f  th e  F re n c h  R e v o lu t io n  (based o n  h is  eyew itness re p o r ts )  Luzifer.
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“ W h e re  d id  H e g e l’s idea o f  the re la t io n  be tw een lo rd s h ip  and 

bondage o r ig in a te ? ” ask the  H ege l experts, repeatedly, re fe r r in g  to  

th e  fam ou s  m e ta p h o r o f  th e  “ s trugg le  to  dea th ” between the  m aster 

and slave, w h ich  f o r  H ege l p ro v id e d  the key to  the  u n f o ld in g  o f  fre e ­

d o m  in  w o r ld  h is to ry  and  w h ic h  he f ir s t  e labora ted  in  77ie Phenome- 

nologyofMind, w r it te n  in  Jena in  1805—6 (th e  f ir s t  year o f  the  H a it ia n  

n a t io n ’s existence) and p u b lis h e d  in  1807 (the  year o f  the  B r it is h  

a b o lit io n  o f  th e  slave tra d e ). W here , indeed? T h e  in te lle c tu a l h is ­

to r ia n s  o f  G e rm a n  p h ilo s o p h y  k n o w  o n ly  one place to  lo o k  f  o r  the 

answer: the  w r it in g s  o f  o th e r in te lle c tu a ls . Perhaps i t  was F ich te , 

w rite s  G eorge A rm s tro n g  K e lly ,  a lth o u g h  “ the  p ro b le m  o f  lo r d -  

sh ip  and  bondage is essentia lly  P la to n ic .” 78 J u d ith  S h k la r takes the  

com m o n  ro u te  o f  c o n n e c tin g  H e ge l’s d iscuss ion  to  A r is to t le . O tto  

Poggeler—and the re  is n o  f in e r  nam e in  G e rm a n  H ege l scho la rsh ip  

—says tha t the  m e ta p h o r does n o t com e f ro m  even the ancients, b u t 

is a to ta lly  “ abstract”  exam ple .79 O n ly  one scholar, P ie r re -F ra n k lin  

Tavares, has ever actua lly  made th e  c o n n e c tio n  o f  Hege l and  H a it i,  

bas ing  h is  a rg u m e n t o n  evidence th a t H e ge l read the  F rench  abo ­

l i t io n is t ,  the  A bbe G re g o ire .80 (H is  w o rk , w r itte n  in  the  early 1990s,

7 8 . K e lly ,  “ H e g e ls  ’L o r d s h ip a n d  B o ndage ,*”  2 6 0 .  K e lly  in s is ts  th a t H e g e l’s w r i t ­
in g s  have to  be co n s id e re d  w i th in  “ H e g e l’s o w n  t im e ,”  b u t  i t  is  a t im e  o f  th o u g h t  ( “ H e g e l’s 
‘L o r d s h ip  and  B o ndage ,*”  2 7 2 ) .  H e  co n s id e rs  th e re fo re  th e  p h ilo s o p h ic a l d iffe re n c e s  
be tw een  F ic h te , S c h e llin g , a n d  H e g e l: F ic h te ’s th e m a tic  was th e  m o re  g e n e ra l o n e  o f  m u ­
tu a l re c o g n it io n  (a  th e m e  H e g e l had t re a te d  e a r lie r ) ,  whereas in  th e  m aste r-s lave  d ia le c tic  
“ H e g e l is  d e fe n d in g  a d o c tr in e  o f  o r ig in a l e q u a lity  th a t is  c u r io u s ly  and  d a n g e ro u s ly  d e ­
n ie d  b y  F ic h te "  ( “ H e g e l’s ‘L o r d s h ip  a n d  B o ndage ,*”  2 6 9 ) .  M a n y  in te rp re te rs  choose to  
d iscuss H e g e l o n  th is  p o in t  in  te rm s  o f  F ich te , the reby  re d u c in g  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  H e ge l’s 
spec ific  exam ple  o f  re c o g n it io n  f ir s t  in tro d u c e d  in  1 8 0 3 , th e  re la t io n s h ip  o f  m aste r and  
slave. See, f o r  exam ple , W il l ia m s  (w h o  in  tu r n  fo llo w s  L u d w ig  S iep )- “ T h e  s to ry  o f  re co g ­
n i t io n  is a s to ry  a b o u t F ic h te  a n d  H e g e l”  (Hegels Ethics o f Recognition, 2 6 ) .

79 - See S h k la r, “ S e lf -S u ff ic ie n t  M a n ,”  2 8 9 —3 0 3 , a n d  P oggeler, Hegdsldee, 2 6 3 —6 4 .
8 0 . See Tavares, “ H e g e l et l ’abbe  G re g o ire ,”  I 55—73* T h e  A b b e  [ H e n r i ]  G re g o ire  

was su re ly  the  m ost lo y a l s u p p o r te r  o f  H a it i  am o n g  the  F re n c h  a b o li t io n is ts .  I n  1 8 0 8 , 
h e  w ro te  De la litterature des Negres, w h ic h  m a n a g e d  to  c irc u m v e n t N a p o le o n ’s c e n s o rs h ip  
o n  th e  s u b je c t “ in g e n io u s ly ”  by  o s te n s ib ly  d e a lin g  w ith  th e  l i te r a r y  e f fo r ts  o f  b lacks  
w r i t in g  in  F re n c h  a n d  E n g lis h  “ T h e  b o o k  was m a in ly  a b o u t A f r ic a n  so c ie ty , b u t  in  i t
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has as fa r  as I  can te ll been re s o u n d in g ly  ig n o re d  by the  Hegel es­

ta b lis h m e n t.)  B u t  even Tavares deals w ith  the  la te r H ege l, a fte r the 

m aster-s lave d ia le c tic  had been con ce ived .81 N o  one has dared to  

suggest tha t the idea fo r  the  d ia le c tic  o f  lo rd s h ip  and  bondage came 

to  H egel in  Jena in  the years l 8 o 3—5 f ro m  read ing the  press—jo u rn a ls  

and newspapers. A n d  yet th is  selfsame H ege l, in  th is  very Jena pe ­

r io d  d u r in g  w h ich  the master-slave dia lectic  was f irs t  conceived, made 

the fo llo w in g  n o ta t io n : “ R ead ing the  newspaper in  ea rly  m o rn in g  

is a k in d  o f  re a lis tic  m o rn in g  prayer. O n e  o r ie n ts  o n e ’s a tt itu d e  

against the  w o r ld  and tow ard G o d  [ in  one case], o r  tow ard tha t w h ich  

the w o r ld  is [ in  the o th e r ] . T h e  f o rm e r gives the same secu rity  as the 

la tte r, in  tha t one knows where one stands.” 82

G re g o ire  a lso t o o k  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  p ra ise  th e  D o m in g u a n s  T o u s s a in t L o u v e r tu re  
a n d  Je a n  K in a  (w h o  had  le d  a re v o lt  o n  M a r t in iq u e )  a n d  to  obse rve  tha t, i f  H a it i  was 
s t i l l  p o l i t ic a l ly  u n s ta b le , th is  h a d  a lso been t ru e  o f  F rance  in  th e  I 79° s”  (G eggus, “ H a it i  
a n d  th e  A b o l i t io n is t s , ”  117)- A ske d  in  th e  m id - l8 2 0 s  to  accep t a b is h o p r ic  in  H a it i ,  
G re g o ire  re fu se d , d is a p p o in te d  w ith  th e  c o n c i l ia to ry  a t t i tu d e  o f  H a it i  to w a rd  F ra n ce  
w h e n  th e  H a it ia n  P re s id e n t B o y e r  ag reed to  pay a h ug e  in d e m n ity  to  th e  f o r m e r  c o lo ­
n ia l p la n te rs  in  r e tu r n  f o r  r e c o g n it io n ;  see G eggus, “ H a i t i  a n d  th e  A b o li t io n is ts , "  128.

81. A t  th e  t im e  o f  th e  f i r s t  p u b lic a t io n  o f  m y  essay ( 2 0 0 0 ) ,  I  had  ye t t o  see Tavares’ 
o r ig in a l a r t ic le ,  “ H e g e l e t H a i t i . ”  I t  deals w ith  H e g e l’s F re e m a s o n ry  c o n n e c t io n .  I  d is ­
cuss Tavares* w o rk  in  “ U n iv e rs a l H is to ry . ”  H e  ra ise s  th e  r ig h t  q u e s tio n s , w h ile  h is  a n ­
swers a re  based o n  th e  F re n c h  so u rce s , a n d  r e m a in  p a r t ia l a n d  s p e cu la tive . S c h u lle r ,  
Die Deutsche Reception hatianischer Geschichte, b r ie f ly  m e n tio n s  H e g e l, b u t  o n ly  h is  la te  w r it in g s  
(1 8 2 0 s ) ,  a n d  does n o t  suggest th e  d ire c t  in f lu e n c e  I  am  a rg u in g  f o r  h e re ; n o r  does she 
suggest th a t  H e g e l re a d  Minerva.

8 2 . R o se n kra n z , Georg Wilhelm Friedrich HegelsLeben, 543 * N o te  th a t th is  b io g ra p h y  is 
s t i l l  th e  c a n o n ic a l o n e  f o r  H e g e l, h e n ce  its  r e p u b l ic a t io n  in  1977 (a n d  a g a in  in  I 998 )- 
A l th o u g h  p h i lo s o p h ic a l a c c o u n ts  o f  H e g e l’s d e v e lo p m e n t have been n u m e ro u s  a n d  
o th e r  b io g ra p h ie s  d o  e x is t, i t  is a s to n is h in g  th a t  H e g e l has fo u n d  n o  m o d e r n  G e rm a n  
b io g ra p h e r  to  rep la ce  R o s e n k ra n z  d e f in it iv e ly .  See, f o r  exa m p le , A lth a u s ,  Hegel und die 
heroischenJahre der Philosophte. A l th o u g h  c e r ta in  o b je c ts  o fH e g e lia n a  have re ce ive d  m ic r o ­
scop ic  ana lys is  ( th e  w a te rm a rk s  o n  h is  m a n u s c r ip t  pa p e rs , f o r  e x a m p le ), th e re  a re  s ta r -  
t l in g g a p s  in  o u r  kn o w le d g e  o f  h is  l i fe .  T h e re  a re  m u lt ip le  re a so n s  fo r  th is  une ve n n e ss , 
b e g in n in g  w i th  th e  fac t th a t  H e g e l m o v e d  re p e a te d ly  ( f  r o m  W iir te m b e r g  to  T u b in g e n ,  
B e rn , F r a n k fu r t ,  Je n a , B a m b e rg , N iir n b e r g ,  a n d  H e id e lb e rg )  b e fo re  s e t t l in g  in  B e r l in  
f o r  th e  la s t decade o f  h is  l i fe ,  a n d  he  h im s e lf  d isp o se d  o f  m a n y  d o c u m e n ts , in c lu d in g  
p e rs o n a l papers , b e fo r e  he  d ie d . H is  ( le g i t im a te )  s o n  K a r l  was re s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  
a rch ive  a fte r  h is  dea th  a n d  m ay have repressed som e o f  th e  sources. (H e g e l’s il le g it im a te  
son  L u d w ig , w h o  is n o t  m e n t io n e d  in  R o s e n k ra n z ’s b io g ra p h y , was co n ce ive d  in je n a  
in  1 8 0 6  w h e n  H e g e l was w r i t in g  The Phenomenology o f Mmd, a n d  d ie d  in  1831, th e  sam e 
year as h is  fa th e r,  in  In d o n e s ia  as a m e m b e r  o f  th e  D u tc h  m e rc h a n t m a r in e s .)
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We are le f t  w ith  o n ly  tw o  a lte rn a tive s . E ith e r  H e ge l was the  

b lin d e s t o f  a ll th e  b l in d  ph ilo so p h e rs  o f  fre e d o m  in  E n lig h te n m e n t 

E urope , surpassing Locke and Rousseau by fa r  in  h is  a b ili ty  to  b lo ck  

o u t re a lity  r ig h t  in  f r o n t  o f  h is  nose (the  p rin t r ig h t  in  f r o n t  o f  h is  

f  ace at the  b re a k f ast ta b le ) ; o r  H ege l knew —knew  ab ou t rea l slaves 

re v o lt in g  successfully against rea l masters, and  he e labora ted h is  d i ­

a le c tic  o f  lo rd s h ip  and  bondage d e lib e ra te ly  w ith in  th is  c o n te m p o ­

ra ry  co n te x t.83

M ic h e l-R o lp h  T r o u i l lo t  w rites  in  h is im p o rta n t b o o k  Silencing the 

Past tha t the  H a it ia n  R e v o lu tio n  “ en te red  h is to ry  w ith  the  p e c u lia r 

cha rac te ris tic  o f  b e in g  u n th in k a b le  even as i t  happened .”  O f  course 

he is c o rre c t to  em phasize the  in cap ac ity  o f  m ost c o n te m p o ra rie s , 

g iven th e ir  ready-m ade categories, “ to  un de rs ta nd  the  o n g o in g  rev - 

o lu t io n  o n  its o w n  te rm s .” 84 B u t the re  is a danger in  c o n fla tin g  two 

silences, the past and the p resen t one , when it  comes to  the H a it ia n  

s to ry . F o r  i f  m e n  an d  w o m e n  in  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry  d id  n o t 

th in k  in  n o n ra c ia l te rm s  o f  th e  “ fu n d a m e n ta l equa lity  o f  h u m a n ity ,” 

as “ som e o f  us d o  today,”  at least they  knew  w hat was h a p p e n in g ; 

today, w h e n  the  H a it ia n  slave re v o lu t io n  m ig h t be m o re  th in k a b le , 

i t  is m o re  in v is ib le , due  to  th e  c o n s tru c t io n  o f  d is c ip l in a ry  d is -  

courses th ro u g h  w h ic h  know ledge o f  the  past has been in h e r ite d .85

8 3 . The Phenomenology o f Mind does n o t  m e n t io n  H a it i o r  S a in t -D o m in g u e ,  b u t  i t  
does n o t  m e n t io n  th e  F re n c h  R e v o lu t io n  e ith e r,  a t p o in ts  w h e re  th e  e x p e rts  a re  in  to ta l 
a g re e m e n t in  re a d in g  th e  re v o lu t io n  in to  th e  tex t. O f  H e g e l’s d e v o tio n  to  new spapers  
a n d  jo u rn a ls  we have a b u n d a n t ev idence , f r o m  h is  s tu d e n t days in  T u b in g e n ,  w h e n  he 
fo llo w e d  th e  F re n c h  r e v o lu t io n a ry  events, to  th e  F ra n k fu r t  years in  th e  la te  I 79° s« w h e n  
he read  n e w spape rs  w ith  pen  in  han d , to  th e  l8 lO s  a n d  1 8 2 0 s , w h e n  he  re c o rd e d  e x ­
c e rp ts  f r o m  th e  B r i t is h  p ap e rs , th e  Edinburgh Review a n d  Morning Chronicle (see be low , n o te  
13 5 ). Im m e d ia te ly  a f te r  f in i s h in g  The Phenomenology o f Mind, H e g e l le f t  J e n a  f o r  B a m b e rg  
to  b eco m e  a n  e d i to r  o f  a d a ily  n e w sp a p e r h im s e lf ,  w h ic h  fo u n d e re d  w h e n  H e g e l was ac­
cused b y  th e  censo rs  o f  d is c lo s in g  th e  w h e re a b o u ts  o f  G e rm a n  t ro o p s  (H e g e l’s de fe n se  
was th a t  he  had  ta k e n  th is  in fo r m a t io n  f r o m  o th e r ,  a lre a d y  p u b lis h e d  new s so u rce s ).

8 4 .  T r o u i l lo t ,  Silencingthe Past, 73 .
8 5 . T r o u i l lo t ,  Silencingthe Past, 8 2 .  T r o u i l lo t  d iscusses th e  v a r io u s  “ fo rm u la s  o f  

e ra su re ”  w h ereby g e n e ra lis t  h is to r ie s  have p ro d u c e d  th a t in v is ib i l i t y  (Silencing the Past, 
9 6 - 9 8 ) .
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E ig h te e n th  ̂ ce n tu ry  E uropeans were th in k in g  about the  H a it ia n  

R e v o lu tio n  p rec ise ly  because i t  cha llenged  the  rac ism  o f  m any o f  

th e ir  p re co n ce p tio n s . O n e  need n o t have been a s u p p o rte r o f  the  

slave re v o lu t io n  to  recogn ize  its  ce n tra l s ig n ifica n ce  to  the  p o lit ic a l 

d iscourse .85 “ Even in  the  age o f  re v o lu tio n s , con tem pora ries  recog­

n ized  the  c re a tio n  o f  H a it i as som e th ing  e x tra o rd in a ry .” 86 87 A n d  even 

its  o p p o n e n ts  con s id e red  th is  “ rem a rkab le  event”  to  be “w o rth y  o f  

the  c o n te m p la tio n  o f  p h ilo s o p h e rs .”88 M arcus R a in s fo rd  w ro te  in  

1805 th a t the  cause o f  the  H a it ia n  R e v o lu t io n  was the  “ s p ir i t  o f  

l ib e r ty .”89 T h e  f act th a t th is  s p ir it  could be ca tch ing , c ross ing  the  lin e  

n o t o n ly  between races b u t between slaves and  freem en, was precisely 

w hat made i t  possib le to  argue, w ith o u t re v e rtin g  to  an abstract o n ­

to lo gy  o f  “ n a tu re ,”  th a t the  desire  fo r  fre e d o m  was t r u ly  u n ive rsa l, 

an event o f  world h is to ry  and , indeed , the  p a ra d ig m -b re a k in g  exam­

ple. P r io r  to  w r it in g  7he Phenomenology o f M ind, H egel had dea lt w ith  the  

them e o f  m u tu a l re c o g n it io n  in  te rm s o f  Sittlichkeit: c r im in a ls  against 

society o r  the  m u tu a l re la tio n s  o f  re lig io u s  c o m m u n ity  o r  pe rsona l

86 . T h e  e v a n g e lic a l T o r y  Jam es S te p h e n  w ro te  a ra d ic a l p a m p h le t i n  s u m m e r  
180 4* a rg u in g  th a t  w h ite  s lave  o w n e rs ' a u th o r it y  re s te d  p r im a r i ly  o n  th e  slaves' i r r a ­
t io n a l fea rs , “ fo s te re d  b y  ig n o ra n c e  a n d  h a b it "  b u t  th a t,  l ik e  a b e l ie f  in  ghosts , th is  
“ in s t in c t iv e  d re a d ”  o n ce  d is p e lle d , w o u ld  va n ish  fo re v e r  (G eg gus, “ H a i t i  a n d  th e  A b o ­
li t io n is ts , "  115)- H e n r y  B ro u g h a m , re s p o n d in g  to  Jam es S te p h e n  in  th e  Edinburgh Review, 
“ b e lie ve d  th a t  th e  slaves' o b e d ie n c e  d e r iv e d  s im p ly  f r o m  a ra t io n a l c a lc u la t io n  o f  th e  
costs  o f  re s is ta n ce . . . . M o re  f re e  m a rk e t- m in d e d ,  [B ro u g h a m ] th o u g h t  in  te rm s  o f  
s t im u lu s  a n d  re sponse " (G eg gus, “ H a it i  a n d  th e  A b o l i t io n is t s , "  115—16). B ro u g h a m ’s 
a rg u m e n t f o r  a b o lis h in g  th e  slave tra d e  was a lso  o n e  o f  c a lc u la t io n  a n d  ex igency, as th e  
r is k  o f  r e b e l l io n  had, a f te r  H a it i ,  in c rea sed  a th o u s a n d f  o ld ; see G eggus, “ H a it i  a n d  
th e  A b o li t io n is ts , "  I l 6 .  We k n o w  f o r  c e r ta in  th a t  H e g e l read  th e  Edinburgh Review in  1817— 
18, a n d  th e re  is s p e c u la t io n  th a t  h is  e xp o su re  to  t h is  a n d  o t h e r  B r i t is h  jo u rn a ls  o c ­
c u r re d  m u c h  e a r l ie r  (see n o te  135)* G iv e n  H e g e l’s u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  m o d e rn  s p i r i t  
as e s se n tia lly  C h r is t ia n , o n e  w o u ld  im a g in e  th a t he  w o u ld  have ta k e n  S tephe n 's  s ide  in  
th is  deb a te .

8 7 . G eggus, “ H a i t i  a n d  th e  A b o l i t io n is t s , "  113
8 8 .  “ T h e  F re n c h  p la n te r  D r o u in  de B e rcy  th o u g h t  i t  a re m a rk a b le  even t, w o r th y  

o f  th e  c o n te m p la t io n  o f  p h ilo s o p h e rs  and  s ta tesm en , even th o u g h  he  h im s e l f  w ish e d  
to  see i t  d e s tro y e d  a n d  its  p o p u la t io n  m assacred o r  d e p o r te d "  (G eg gus, “ H a it i  a n d  the  
A b o li t io n is ts , "  113).

8 9 .  See R a in s fo rd ,  Historical Account, ch a p . 2 .
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a ffe c tio n . B u t now  th is  you ng  le c tu re r, s t i l l  o n ly  in  h is  ea rly  th ir t ie s , 

made the audacious m ove to  re jec t these e a r lie r  vers ions (m o re  ac­

ceptable to  th e  estab lished p h ilo s o p h ic a l d iscou rse) and  to  in a u g u ­

rate, as the  cen tra l m e ta p h o r o f  h is w o rk , n o t slavery versus some 

m y th ic a l state o f  n a tu re  (as those f r o m  H obbes to  Rousseau had  

do n e  e a rlie r), b u t  slaves versus m asters, thus b r in g in g  in to  h is  text 

the  presen t, h is to r ic a l rea litie s  tha t s u rro u n d e d  i t  lik e  in v is ib le  in k .

8
Le t us cons ider, in  m ore d e ta il, H e g e l’s d ia le c tic  o f  lo rd s h ip  and  

bondage and  con cen tra te  o n  the  s a lie n t cha racte ris tics  o f  th is  re la ­

t io n s h ip .  ( I  w i l l  d raw  n o t o n ly  o n  the  re levan t passages in  The Phe­

nomenology o f M ind b u t also th e  Jen a  texts th a t im m e d ia te ly  p receded

it ,  1 8 0 3 -6 . ) 90

9 0 .  T o  d o  ju s tic e  to  th e  v a r ia t io n s  in  th e  Jena texts, a n d  hence  to  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t 
o f  H e g e l’s id e a  o f  th e  m a s te r-s la v e  d ia le c t ic  w i th in  th e  h is to r ic a l c o n te x t o f  th e  H a it ia n  
R e v o lu t io n ,  w o u ld  re q u ire  an  a r t ic le  in  its e l f .  A  t r u ly  s c h o la r ly  a c c o u n t c a n n o t be  a t­
te m p te d  h e re . I can  o n ly  suggest a h y p o th e s is , o n e  th a t c o n s id e rs  H e g e l’s r e a d in g  o f  
A d a m  S m ith  in  1 8 0 3  to  be  th e  t u r n in g  p o in t .  In  th e  f i r s t  Jena  Systementwiirfe (1 8 0 3 —4 )  
H e g e l th e m a tize s  th e  “ b a tt le  f o r  r e c o g n it io n ”  in  a way th a t m a rk s  a b re a k  f r o m  b o th  
th e  classica l co n ce p t o f  e th ica l c o m m u n ity  (Sittlichkeit) a n d  th e  H obbesean  conce p t o f  i n ­
d iv id u a l s e lf-p re s e rv a tio n  ( th e  s ta te  o f  n a tu re ) .  T h e  c ru c ia l,  f in a l  “ f ra g m e n t 2 2 "  (p a r ts  
o f  w h ic h  are crossed  o u t  a n d  r e w r it te n ,  a n d  at least a page o f  w h ic h  is m is s in g )  b e g in s  
w i th  a d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  “ a b so lu te  necessity”  o f  “ m u tu a l re c o g n it io n ”  - in ju r y  to  p ro p e r ty  
m u s t be  avenged “ to  th e  p o in t  o f  d e a th ”  (H e g e l,  JenaerSystementwurfel, 2 l8 n 2 )  S p e a k in g  
o f  th e  p r o p e r ty -o w n in g  hea d  o f  f  a m ily , H e g e l w rite s - “ i f  he  w i l l  r is k  a w o u n d , a n d  n o t  
l i f e  i t s e l f , ”  th e n  “ he  beco m es a s lave o f  th e  o th e r  [erwirdderSklav des andern]”  ( jenaerSys-  
tementwurfe I, 2 2 1 , th e  G e rm a n  w o rd  n o r m a lly  is  Sklave; n o te  th a t h e re , a n d  th ro u g h o u t  
h is  w o rk ,  H e g e l uses both te rm s , Knecht a n d  Sklav(e) in  th e  d ia le c t ic  o f  m u tu a l re c o g n i­
t io n ) .  B u t  w h a t i f  th e  “ p r o p e r ty ”  is i t s e l f  th e  in ju r e r ,  th e  slave w h o  re c ti f ie s  th e  in ju r y  
to  his person b y  a sse rtin g  h is  o w n  f re e d o m  w ith o u t  c o m p e n s a tio n ?  H e g e l does n o t  ra ise  
th is  q u e s tio n  b u t  m oves, ra th e r ,  to  a d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  “ cu s to m s”  o f  “ th e  p e o p le ”  (das 
Volk)  and th e  c o m m o n  “ w o rk ”  o f  a ll T h is  takes h im  in  a s t r ik in g ly  n o n -H o b b e s e a n  d i ­
r e c t io n ,  to  a c r it iq u e  o f  th e  s tu n t in g  a n d  re p e t it iv e  w o rk  o f  m o d e rn  m a n u fa c to ry  la b o r  
( th e  d iv is io n  o f  la b o r, e x e m p lif ie d  b y  S m ith 's  p in  m a n u fa c to ry ) ; see H e g e l, JenaerSystemen- 
twurf'el, 2 2 7 —2 8 . H ege l th e n  c r it ic a l ly  describes th e  u n c o n tro l le d  an d  “ b l in d ”  in te r d e ­
p e n d e n ce  o f  la b o re rs  in  th e  g lo b a l e c o n o m y , th e  “ b u rg e r lic h e  G e se lls ch a ft”  o f  m a rk e t 
exchange th a t fo rm s  a “ m o n s tro u s  system ”  (ungeheueres System) o f  m u tu a l “ d e p e n d e n c y ”
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Hegel un de rs ta nd s  the  p o s it io n  o f  the  m aster in  bo th  p o lit ic a l 

and econom ic term s. In  the  System der Sittlichkeit (1 8 0 3 ): “ T h e  m aster 

is in  possession o f  an overabundance  o f  phys ica l necessities g e n e r­

ally, and  the  o th e r  [th e  slave] in  the  lack th e re o f.” 91 A t  f i r s t  c o n s id ­

e ra tio n  the  m as te r’s s itu a t io n  is “ in d e p e n d e n t, and  its  essentia l

(Abhangigkeit)  a n d  th a t  “ l i k e  a w i ld  beast ne e d s  to  be  ta m e d ”  (Jenaer Systementwurj'e I, 2 2 9 ,  
2 3 0 ) .  F ra g m e n t 2 2  en d s  ( i n  l8 o 4 ? ) ju s t  a t th e  p o in t  w h e re  H e ge l's  d is c u s s io n  o f  “ p o s ­
sess ion”  (Besitsd, as th e  fo r m  in  w h ic h  th e  g e n e ra lity  o f  “ th e  th in g ”  (dasDmg) is  “ re c o g ­
n iz e d ”  ( anerkannt), w o u ld  have le d  h im  to  c o n f r o n t  th e  c o n t r a d ic t io n  th a t  th e  la w  o f  
p r iv a te  p r o p e r ty  trea ts  th e  slave (w hose ex is tence  is n o th in g  b u t  to  la b o r )  as a th in g !  T h e  
slave is  th e  o n e  c o m m o d ity  lik e  n o  o th e r, as f re e d o m  o f  p ro p e r ty  and  f  re e d o m  o f  p e r ­
son  a re  h e re  in  d ire c t  c o n t r a d ic t io n .  Is i t  f o r  th is  reason  th a t H e ge l's  m a n u s c r ip t  b reaks 
o f f  s u d d e n ly ?  T h e  re v o lt  o f  th e  slaves in  S a in t -D o m in g u e ,  in  th is  c o n te x t,  saved H e g e l 
f r o m  th e  b a d  in f in i t y  ( th e  “ m o n s tro u s  system ” ) o f  c o n tra c t re c ip ro c ity  b y  p ro v id in g  th e  
l i n k  (v ia  a s h i f t  in  em phas is  f r o m  exchange to  la b o r)  f ro m  an e c o n o m ic  system  ( th e  
in f in i t e  system  o f  needs) to  p o lit ic s *  th e  fo u n d in g ,  th ro u g h  a s tru g g le  u n to  d e a th , o f  
th e  c o n s t itu t io n a l state.

91. H e g e l, System der Sittlichkeii, 3 5 , q u o te d  in  H a r r is ,  “ C o n c e p t  o f  R e c o g n it io n , ”  
234 ; H a r r is  c o m m e n ts . “ T h e  c o n c e p t o f  le ga l p e rs o n a lity  em erges h a n d  in  h a n d  w ith  
th e  in s t i t u t io n  o f  m o n e y  as th e  ‘in d if fe re n c e ' o f  ( i . e . ,  th e  u n iv e rs a l e xp re ss io n  f o r )  
p ro p e r ty .  T h is  w o r ld  o f  fo rm a l r e c o g n it io n  is th e n  d if fe re n t ia te d  in to  m aste rs  and  se r­
van ts  by the extent o f their possessions ( th a t  is , u l t im a te ly  in  te rm s  o f  m o n e y ) ”  ( “ C o n c e p t o f  
R e c o g n it io n ,"  2 3 3 ) .

I t  is theS p jtem  der Sittlichkeit th a t f i r s t  re g is te rs  H e ge l's  re a d in g  o f  A d a m  S m ith  a n d  
a lso  th e  u n e q u a l re la t io n s h ip  o f  lo r d  (Herr) a n d  se rva n t (Knecht)  th a t  is  “ e s ta b lis h e d  
a lo n g  w ith  th e  in e q u a l ity  o f  th e  p o w e r  o f  l i f e ”  (System der Sittlichkeit, 3 4 ) —a lth o u g h  these 
tw o  th e m e s  d o  n o t  ye t co m e  to g e th e r. H e g e l is  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  th e  exchange o f  “ s u rp lu s " 
as a “ system  o f  needs”  th a t is  “ e m p ir ic a lly  u n e n d in g ” —th a t “ b o rd e r le s s ”  co m m e rce  b y  
w h ic h  a peo p le  is  “ d isso lved”  ( th a t is, re tu rn s  to  a “ state o f  n a tu re ” ? )  (System der Sittlichkeit, 
8 2 , 8 4 - 8 5 ) .  T h e  fac t th a t in  the  exchange o f  p r iv a te  p r o p e r ty  “ th in g s  have e q u a lity  
w i th  o th e r  th in g s ”  beco m es th e  basis o f  le ga l r ig h t ,  b u t  o n ly  th ro u g h  c o n tra c t  as th e  
“ b in d in g  m id d le  te r m . ”  I t  is  im p o s s ib le  to  say o f  l i fe ,  as o n e  can say o f  o th e r  th in g s , 
th a t th e  in d iv id u a l “ possesses”  i t ;  hen ce  th e  c o n n e c t io n  o f  “ lo r d s h ip ”  [Herrschaji] a n d  
“ b o n d a g e ”  [Knechtschafl] is  o n e  o f  “ re la tio n le s s n e s s ”  (System der Sittlichkeit, 3 2 —37)* H e g e l 
no tes  th a t “ a m o n g  m a n y  peo p les  th e  w o m a n  is so ld  o f f  by th e  pa re n ts—b u t th is  c a n n o t be 
th e  basis o f  a m a rr ia g e  c o n tra c t b e tw e e n  m a n  a n d  w ife .”  (B u t  w ha t o f  h is  o w n  E u ro p e a n  
c u ltu re  w h e re  slaves a re  b o u g h t a n d  s o ld ? ) “ T h e re  is n o  c o n tra c t w ith  th e  b o n d s m a n  
[Knecht] e ith e r ,  b u t  th e re  can be  a c o n tra c t w ith  so m e o n e  else a b o u t th e  b o n d s m a n  o r  
th e  w o m a n ”  (System der Sittlichkeit, 3 7 ) .  T h u s  “ th e  s itu a t io n  o f  slaves [Sklavenstand] is  n o t  a 
socia l class (Stand), f o r  i t  is o n ly  fo rm a l ly  a u n iv e rs a l.  T h e  slave [derSklave]  is  re la te d  as 
a s in g u la r i ty  [Etn^e/nes] to  h is  m a s te r"  (System der Sittlichkeit, 6 3 ) .  T h e  le c tu re  m a n u s c r ip t 
f r o m  w h ic h  th e  System derSittlichkeit was w r i t te n  u p  (s ince  lo s t)  d e g e n e ra te d  in to  “ m e re  h is ­
to ry ,”  a c c o rd in g  to  H a ym  (Hegel und seine %pit; q u o te d  in  H a rr is ,  “ C o n c e p t o f  R e c o g n i-  
t io n , " l6 4 ) ,  i t  w o u ld  be  in te re s t in g  to  k n o w  ju s t  w h a t th is  “ m e re  h is to ry "  co n ce rn e d .
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n a tu re  is to  be fo r  i ts e lf ” : whereas “ the o th e r,”  the  slave’s p o s it io n , 

“ is dependent, an d  its  essence is li fe  o r  existence fo r  a n o th e r.” 92 T h e  

slave is cha racte rized  by the  lack o f  re c o g n it io n  he receives. He is 

viewed as “ a th in g ” ; “ th in g h o o d ” is the essence o f  slave consciousness 

—as i t  was the  essence o f  h is  legal status u n d e r the  CodeNoir.93 B u t 

as the d ia le c tic  develops, the  appa ren t d o m in a n ce  o f  the  m aster re ­

verses its e lf  w ith  his awareness that he is in  fact to ta lly  depe nd en t on  

the slave. O ne has o n ly  to  co llec tiv ize  the fig u re  o f  the m aster in  

o rd e r  to  see the descrip tive  p e rtin e n ce  o f  H e ge l’s analysis: the  slave­

h o ld in g  class is in d e e d  to ta lly  d e pe nd en t o n  the  in s t i tu t io n  o f  slav­

ery fo r  the “ ove rabundance” tha t con s titu tes  its wealth. T h is  class is 

thus incapab le  o f  b e in g  the  agent o f  h is to r ic a l progress w ith o u t a n ­

n ih i la t in g  its  ow n ex is tence .94 B u t th e n  th e  slaves (aga in , c o lle c ­

t iv iz in g  the  f ig u re )  achieve se lf-co nsc iousn ess  by d e m o n s tra tin g  

th a t th e y  are n o t th in g s , n o t ob jects, b u t subjects w h o  tra n s fo rm  

m a te ria l n a tu re .95 H e g e l’s tex t becomes obscure and  fa lls  s ile n t at 

th is  p o in t  o f  re a liz a tio n .95 B u t g iven the  h is to r ic a l events th a t p r o -

9 2 . H e g e l, Phenomenology o f Mind, 234 *
9 3 .  H e g e l, Phenomenology o f Mind, 2 3 5
9 4 .  H is to r ic a l agency th e n  passes to  th e  slave, w h o  “ w i l l  in v e n t  h is to ry ,  b u t  o n ly  

a f te r  th e  m a s te r  has m ade h u m a n i ty  p o s s ib le "  (K e lly ,  “ H e g e l’s ‘L o r d s h ip  a n d  
B o n d a g e ,” ’ 2 7 0 ) .

9 5 . T h e  stress o n  la b o r  is  in t r ig u in g .  T h e  slave m a te ria liz e s  h is  o w n  s u b je c t iv ity  
th ro u g h  la b o r .  H e g e l seems to  p r iv i le g e  c r a f t  o r  a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o r  (as d id  A d a m  S m ith ,  
g ive n  th e  d e h u m a n iz in g  e ffe c ts  o f  m o d e rn  la b o r ) .  B u t  re a d in g  b a ckw a rd  f  r o m  H e g e l’s 
le c tu re s  o n  th e  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  h is to ry  (d iscusse d  b e lo w ) , th is  a t t i tu d e  to w a rd  la b o r  d e - 
sc r ib e s  th e  t ra n s fo r m a t io n  w i th in  th e  slave’s consc iousness f r o m  an  e a r lie r ,  “ A f r ic a n "  
s p i r i t  o f  se e in g  n a tu re  as i t s e l f  s u b je c t iv ity ,  to  a m o d e rn  s p ir i t ,  w h e re in  w o rk in g  o n  
n a tu re  is  a n  e xp re ss io n  o f  o n e ’s o w n  s u b je c t iv ity .

9 6 .  T h e  te x t states, “ T h r o u g h  w o rk  a n d  la b o r ,  how ever, th is  con sc io u sn e ss  o f  the  
b o n d s m a n  com es to  i t s e l f ’’—p o s itiv e ly , as th e  b o n d m a n ’s awareness “ o f  h im s e l f  as fa c ­
tu a lly  a n d  o b je c tiv e ly  s e lf-e x is te n t ,"  and, n e g a tive ly , as o b je c tiv iz e d  consc iousness. “ F o r  
in  s h a p in g  th e  th in g  i t  [h is  co n sc io u sn e ss ] o n ly  beco m es  aw are o f  its  o w n  p ro p e r  ne g ­
a t iv ity ,  its  existence o n  its  o w n  a c c o u n t, as an  o b je c t,  th ro u g h  th e  fa c t th a t  i t  cancels th e  
a c tu a l f o r m  c o n f r o n t in g  it .  B u t th is  o b je c tiv e  neg a tive  e le m e n t is  p re c ise ly  th e  a l ie n ,  
e x te rn a l re a lity ,  b e fo re  w h ic h  i t  t re m b le d .  N o w , how eve r, i t  d es troys  th is  e x tra n e o u s  
a l ie n  neg a tive , a f f i r m s  a n d  sets i t s e l f  u p  as a n eg a tive  in  th e  e le m e n t o f  p e rm a n e n c e , 
a n d  th e re b y  beco m es f o r  i t s e l f  a s e lf-e x is te n t b e in g "  (H e g e l,  Phenomenology o f Mind, 2 3 8 — 
3 9 ) .  M a rx is ts  have in te r p r e te d  th e  slave’s c o m in g  to  s e lf-c o n s c io u s n e s s  as a m e ta p h o r
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v id e d  the con tex t fo r  The Phenomenology o f Mind, the in fe re n c e  is clear. 

T hose  w h o  once acquiesced to  slavery de m o n s tra te  th e ir  h u m a n ity  

w hen they are w il l in g  to  r is k  death ra th e r th a n  re m a in  sub juga ted .97 

T h e  law (the  Code N o ir\) th a t acknowledges them  m ere ly  as “ a th in g ” 

can n o  lo n g e r be co n s id e re d  b in d in g ,98 a lth o u g h  b e fo re , acco rd ­

in g  to  H ege l, i t  was th e  slave h im s e lf  w h o  was re sp o n s ib le  f o r  h is  

lack o f  f  reedom  by in i t ia l ly  c h o o s in g  l i fe  o v e r lib e r ty ,  m ere  s e lf-  

p re s e rv a tio n .99 In  The Phenomenology o f M ind, Hegel ins is ts  that fre e ­

d o m  ca n n o t be g ra n ted  to  slaves f ro m  above. T h e  s e lf- l ib e ra t io n  

o f  the  slave is re q u ire d  th ro u g h  a “ t r ia l  by death ” : “A n d  it  is so le ly  

by r is k in g  li fe  tha t fre e d o m  is o b ta in e d . . . . T h e  in d iv id u a l,  w h o  

has n o t staked h is  l i fe ,  m ay, n o  d o u b t, be recogn ized  as a Person

f o r  th e  w o rk in g  class’s o v e rc o m in g  o f  fa lse co n sc io u sn e ss , th e  c la s s - in - i ts e l f  b eco m es  
f o r -  i t s e l f . B u t  th e y  h ave  c r it ic iz e d  H e g e l f  o r  n o t  ta k in g  th e  n e x t s tep  to  re v o lu t io n a ry  
p ra c t ic e . I am  a rg u in g  th a t th e  slaves o f  S a in t -D o m in g u e  w ere , as H e g e l knew , ta k in g  
th a t step f o r  h im .

9 7 - I  am  sugg es ting  th a t  th e  a rg u m e n ts  o f  severa l b la c k  s c h o la rs , w h ic h  th e y  b e ­
lie v e d  to  be in opposition to H e g e l,  a re  in  fa c t c lo s e  to  H e g e l’s o r ig in a l  in te n t .  See, f o r  e x ­
a m p le ,  P a u l G ilr o y ,  w h o  reads F re d e r ic k  D o u g la ss  (w h o  was U .S .  am b a ssa d o r to  H a it i  
in  1 88 9 ) as p r o v id in g  an  a lte rn a t iv e  to  w h a t he u n d e rs ta n d s  to  be  H e g e l’s “ a l le g o ry ”  o f  
th e  m a s te r a n d  slave- “ D o ug la ss ’s v e rs io n  is  q u ite  d i f f e r e n t .  F o r  h im ,  th e  s lave ac tive ly  
p re fe rs  th e  p o s s ib il ity  o f  d e a th  to  th e  c o n t in u in g  c o n d it io n  o f  in h u m a n ity  o n  w h ic h  
p la n ta t io n  s la ve ry  d e p e n d s ”  ( G i lr o y ,  Black Atlantic, 6 3 ) .  See a lso O r la n d o  P a tte rso n , w h o  
c la im s  th a t th e  “ soc ia l d e a th ”  th a t  ch a ra c te r ize d  s lavery re q u ire d  as th e  n e g a tio n  o f  th e  
n e g a tio n , n o t  la b o r  (w h ic h  he  sees as H e g e l’s m e a n in g ) ,  b u t  l ib e r a t io n ,  a lth o u g h  ( u l ­
t im a te ly  l i k e  H e g e l)  he  sees th is  as p o ss ib le  th ro u g h  a n  in s t i tu t io n a l ra th e r  th a n  re v o ­
lu t io n a r y  p ro ce ss ; see P a tte rs o n , Slavery and Social Death, 9 8 —IO I.

9 8 .  C o m p a re  H e g e l’s s ta te m e n t in  1798. “ In s t i tu t io n s ,  c o n s t itu t io n s ,  a n d  laws, 
w h ic h  n o  lo n g e r  h a rm o n iz e  w ith  th e  o p in io n s  o f  m a n k in d  a n d  f r o m  w h ic h  th e  s p i r i t  
has d e p a rte d , c a n n o t be a r t i f i c ia l ly  k e p t a l iv e ”  (q u o te d  in  G o o c h , Germany and the French 
Revolution, 297 )- N o te  th a t N a p o le o n ’s a tte m p t to  re e s ta b lish  th e  o b so le te  CodeNoir w o u ld  
p re c ise ly  not be a w o r ld -h is to r ic a l act; H a it i  was a t th is  m o m e n t o n  th e  s ide  o f  w o r ld  h is ­
to ry , n o t  N a p o le o n ic  F rance . S im ila r ly ,  in  th e  case o f  G e rm a n y : “ T h u s  i t  was in  th e  w a r 
w i th  th e  F re n c h  R e p u b lic  th a t  G e rm a n y  fo u n d  by  its  o w n  e x p e rie n c e  th a t  i t  was n o  
lo n g e r  a s ta te ”  (q u o te d  in  W il l ia m s ,  Hegel’s Ethics o f Recognition, 3 4 8 )-  C o n s c io u sn e ss  was 
o n ly  a tta in e d  th ro u g h  a s tru g g le  o f  res is tance  a g a in s t th e  in v a d in g  F re n c h  a rm y .

9 9 .  H e g e l h e ld  to  th is  in s is te n c e  o n  th e  slave’s re s p o n s ib il ity .  I n  th e  Philosophy o f 
Right (1 8 2 1 )- “ I f  a m a n  is  a slave, h is  o w n  w i l l  is  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  h is  s lavery, ju s t  as i t  is 
its  w i l l  w h ic h  is re s p o n s ib le  i f  a p e o p le  is s u b ju g a te d . H e n c e  th e  w ro n g  o f  s lavery lie s  
a t th e  d o o r  n o t  s im p ly  o f  ens lave rs  o r  c o n q u e ro rs  b u t  o f  th e  slaves a n d  th e  c o n q u e re d  
th e m se lve s ”  (H e g e l,  Philosophy o f Right, 2 3 9 ) .
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[th e  agenda o f  the  a b o lit io n is ts ! ] ;  b u t  he has n o t a tta ined  the  t r u th  

o f  th is  re c o g n it io n  as an in d e p e n d e n t se lf-consc iousness.” 100 T h e  

goa l o f  this lib e ra tio n , out o f  slavery, c a n n o t be sub jugation  o f  the  mas­

te r in  tu rn ,  w h ich  w o u ld  be m ere ly  to  repea t the m aster s “ ex is te n tia l 

im passe ,” 101 b u t, ra th e r, e l im in a t io n  o f  the  in s t i tu t io n  o f  s lavery 

a ltoge the r.

G iv e n  the fa c il i t y  w ith  w h ic h  th is  d ia le c tic  o f  lo rd s h ip  a n d  

bondage le n d s  its e lf  to  such  a rea d ing , one w onders w hy th e  to p ic  

H e ge l and  H a it i  has f o r  so lo n g  been ig n o re d . N o t o n ly  have H ege l 

scho lars fa ile d  to  answer th is  q u e s tio n ; th e y  have fa ile d , f o r  th e  past 

two h u n d re d  years, even to  ask i t . 102

9

Sure ly a m a jo r reason fo r  th is  o m iss io n  is the  M arx is t a p p ro p r ia t io n  

o f  a social in te rp re ta tio n  o f  Hege l's d ia lec tic . S ince the  1840s, w ith  

the  ea rly  w r itin g s  o f  K a r l M a rx , th e  strugg le between the m aster and  

slave has been abstracted f ro m  l i te ra l re ference and read once  again 

as a m e ta p h o r—th is  t im e  fo r  the  class strugg le . In  the  tw e n tie th  ce n -

1 0 0 . H e g e l, Phenomenology o f  M ind, 2 3 3 .
101. T h is  te rm  is  f r o m  K o je v e , Introduction to the Reading o f Hegel. T ra n s la to r  R a y m o n d  

Q u e n e a u  assem b led  n o te s  o f  these  le c tu re s  b y  K o je v e  a n d  p u b lis h e d  th e m  i n  F re n c h  
in  1 9 4 7 .

1 0 2 . A s  f a r a s l  kn o w , Tavares is  th e  so le  e x c e p tio n , a lth o u g h  m a n y  w r i t in g s  a b o u t 
A f r ic a n  s lavery have  b r o u g h t  H e g e l's  m a s te r-s la v e  d ia le c t ic  to  b e a r o n  t h e ir  c o n c e rn s . 
See, f o r  e xa m p le , th e  c o n c lu s io n  to  D a v is , Problem o f  Slavery m the Age o f  Revolution, 5 6 0 ,  
w h ic h  suggests th a t w e  “ in d u lg e  i n  a b i t  o f  fa n ta sy " b y  in te r p r e t in g  H e ge l's  m a s te r-s la v e  
d ia le c t ic  th ro u g h  an  im a g in e d  d ia lo g u e  b e tw e e n  N a p o le o n  a n d  T o u s s a in t L o u v e r tu re .  
See th e  n u m e ro u s  a cco u n ts  o f  W . E . B. D u  B o is 's  w r i t in g s  o n  slavery th a t  re a d  these  
te x ts  in  r e la t io n  to  th o s e  o f  H e g e l;  f o r  e x a m p le , see W il l ia m s o n ,  The Crucible o f  Race; 
Z a m ir ,  Dark Voices; an d  th e  in t r o d u c t io n  to  L e w is , W. E. B. Du Bois. A Reader. See a lso  F a n o n , 
The Wretched o f  the Earth, w h ic h  uses E u ro p e a n  p h ilo s o p h y  as a w e a p o n  aga ins t E u ro p e a n  
( w h i te )  h e g e m o n y , in te r p r e t in g  th e  m a s te r-s la v e  d ia le c t ic  b o th  s o c ia lly  ( u s in g  M a rx )  
a n d  p s y c h o a n a ly tic a lly  (u s in g  F re u d )  in  o r d e r  to  th e o r iz e  th e  necessity o f  v io le n t  s t ru g ­
g le  b y  T h i r d  W o r ld  n a t io n s  to  o v e rc o m e  c o lo n ia l s tatus a n d  to  re je c t th e  h y p o c r i t ic a l 
h u m a n is m  o f  E u ro p e , a t ta in in g  e q u a l r e c o g n it io n  in  te rm s  o f  t h e ir  o w n  c u ltu r a l va lues. 
M a r t in iq u e - b o r n  F a n o n  w o u ld  p e rh a p s  have b e e n  th e  closest to  s e e in g th e  c o n n e c t io n  
b e tw e e n  H e g e l a n d  H a it i ,  b u t  i t  was n o t  h is  c o n c e rn .
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tu ry , th is  H e g e lia n -M a rx is t  in te rp re ta t io n  had p o w e rfu l p ro p o ­

ne n ts , in c lu d in g  G e o rg  Lukacs an d  H e rb e r t  M arcu se , as w e ll as 

A le x a n d re  K o jeve , whose le c tu res  o n  The Phenomenology o fM indw ere  a 

b r i l l ia n t  re re a d in g  o f  H e ge l’s texts th ro u g h  M a rx ia n  glasses.103 T h e  

p ro b le m  is tha t (w h ite ) M arx is ts , o f  a ll readers, were the  least lik e ly  

to  c o n s id e r real slavery as s ig n if ic a n t because w ith in  th e ir  stagist 

u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  h is to ry , slavery—no m a tte r how  co n te m p o ra ry — 

was seen as a p re m o d e rn  in s t i tu t io n ,  ba n n e d  fro m  the s to ry  and  

re legated to  the  past.104 B u t o n ly  i f  we p resum e th a t H ege l is n a r­

ra t in g  a s e lf-c o n ta in e d  E u ro p e a n  s to ry , w h e re in  “ s lavery” is an 

a n c ie n t M e d ite rra n e a n  in s t i tu t io n  le ft  b e h in d  lo n g  ago, does th is  

re a d in g  become re m o te ly  p la u s ib le —rem ote ly , because even w ith in  

E u ro p e  its e lf  in  1806 , in d e n tu re d  se rv itude  and  s e rfd o m  had s t i l l  

n o t disappeared, and the laws were s t i l l  be in g  contested as to  w hethe r 

actual slavery w o u ld  be to le ra te d .105

T h e re  is an e le m e n t o f  racism  im p lic i t  in  o ff ic ia l M a rx ism , i f  

o n ly  because o f  the  n o t io n  o f  h is to ry  as a te le o log ica l p ro g re ss ion . 

I t  was evident w hen (w h ite ) M arxists resisted th e  M a rx - in s p ire d  thesis 

o f  the J a m a ic a n -b o rn  E r ic  W illia m s  in  Capitalism and Slavery ( 1944)— 

seconded b y  the M arx is t h is to r ia n , T r in id a d -b o rn  C. L . R. James in

1 0 3 . K o je v e ’s re a d in g  o f  H e g e l is p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l in  a (H e id e g g e r ia n )  sense 
th a t  sets i t  a p a rt  f r o m  th e  M a rx is ts  m e n t io n e d  in  th e  p re v io u s  n o te  because i t  a p ­
p ro a c h e s  th e  d ia le c t ic  o f  r e c o g n it io n  as an  e x is te n t ia l-o n to lo g ic a l p ro b le m ,  n o t  as a 
lo g ic  o f  h is to r ic a l stages. K o je v e  c o n n e c ts  H ege l's  d is c u s s io n  w ith  a n c ie n t  s lavery a n d  
th e  w r i t in g s  o f  A r is to t le  a t th e  sam e t im e  th a t he  m akes v is ib le  its  m o d e r n  f o r m  as th e  
s t ru c tu re  o f  c lass s tru g g le .

1 0 4 . See th e  w o rk s  o f  th e  h is to r ia n  E u g e n e  G enovese  ( f o r  e xa m p le , The Political 
Economy o f  Slavery) f o r  a c le a r exam p le  o f  th is  M a rx is t  a p p ro a ch  to  m o d e rn  slavery.

1 0 5 . See above, n o te  21, an d  “ U n iv e rs a l H is to r y , ”  9 3 “ 9 4 * T h e  f re e in g  o f  the  
P ru ss ia n  se rfs  w o u ld  take p lace  o n e  year a f te r  th e  p u b lic a t io n  o f  Vie Phenomenology o f  M ind 
T h e  D a nes, in  1 8 0 4 , w ere  th e  f i r s t  to  e n d  th e  slave trade , th re e  years b e fo re  th e  B r it is h .  
T h e  B r i t is h  a bo lish ed  slavery in  183 I; F rance  d e f in it iv e ly  in  1848 ; R ussia  (a n d  th e  U n ite d  
S tates) n o t  u n t i l  1861—b u t B r i t is h  a b o lit io n is ts  c o n s id e re d  T s a r A le x a n d e r  I  an  a lly  in  
c o n v in c in g  th e  C o n c e r t  o f  E u ro p e  to  d isco u ra g e  th e  F re n c h  f r o m  se e k in g  to  re c o n q u e r  
H a it i .  T h o m a s  C la rk s o n  m e t th e  tsa r at th e  C o ng ress  o f  A ix - la - C h a p e lle  (1818 ) a n d  
“ show ed h im  a le t te r  f r o m  th e  K in g  o f  H a it i  [H e n r i  C h r is to p h e ]  to  im p re ss  o n  h im  th e  
la tte r 's  a b il i t ie s ”  (G eg gus, “ H a it i  a n d  th e  A b o l i t io n is t s , ”  I2o).
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The Black Jacobins—th a t p la n ta tio n  slavery was a q u in te s s e n tia l^  m o d ­

e rn  in s t i tu t io n  o f  cap ita lis t e x p lo ita t io n .106 As fo r  the  f ie ld  o f  Hegel 

sch o la rsh ip , L u d w ig  Siep and  others have ju s t i f ia b ly  c r it ic iz e d  the  

M a rx is t re a d in g  o f  H ege l in  te rm s o f  the  class s trugg le  as an a ch ro ­

n is tic . B u t the  re su lt am ong  p h ilo s o p h e rs  has been a ten den cy  to  

t u r n  away f ro m  soc ia l c o n te x tu a liz a tio n  co m p le te ly .107 T h e  class- 

s trugg le  in te rp re ta t io n  o f  H ege l is in d e e d  a n a c h ro n is tic ; b u t  tha t 

sho u ld  have led in te rp re te rs  to  lo o k  at h is to r ic a l events c o n te m p o ­

ra ry  w ith  H ege l, n o t to  th ro w  o u t a socia l in te rp re ta t io n  a ltoge ther.

M a rx is t-d r iv e n  scho la rsh ip  has, however, i l lu m in a te d  an e n tire  

area o f  Hegel's concerns tha t was co m p le te ly  un de rapp rec ia ted  u n t i l  

the  tw e n tie th  cen tury. T h a t is the  fact th a t in  18 0 3  Hege l read A da m  

S m ith ’s Wealth o f Nations and i t  led h im  to  m ove to  an u n d e rs ta n d in g  

o f  c iv i l  society—“ d ie  b i irg e r lic h e  G ese llscha ft” —as m o d e rn  econ ­

om y, the  soc ie ty  crea ted  b y  th e  ac tio n s  o f  bo u rg eo is  exchange. B u t 

whereas M a rx is ts  have been exc ite d  by  H e g e l’s c i t in g  o f  S m ith ’s 

exam ple o f  p in  m a k in g  in  th e  d iscuss io n  o f  th e  d iv is io n  o f  la b o r 

(w h ich  in  n o  way f its  the  m od e l o f  the  d ia le c tic  o f  m aster and  slave!)

1 0 6 . T h e  se co n d , re v ise d  e d i t io n  o f  Jam es ’s The Block jacobins (1 9 6 3 )  s p e c ific a lly  
s u p p o r ts  th e  th e s is  th a t slave e x is ten ce  in  th e  c o lo n ie s  was “ in  its  essence a m o d e rn  
l i f e ”  (Jam es, Blockjacobms, 3 9 2 ) .  T h is  p o s it io n  has bee n  a rg u e d  as w e ll b y  D u  B o is . 
“ N e g ro  slaves in  A m e r ic a  re p re s e n te d  th e  w o rs t a n d  lo w est c o n d it io n s  a m o n g  modem la ­
b o re rs "  ( D u  B o is , Black Reconstruction in America, 9 ; m y  e m p h a s is ). W h e n  i t  com es  to  h is ­
to r ic a l  in te r p r e ta t io n s ,  how e ve r, b la ck  sch o la rs  h a ve  g e n e ra lly  a cce p te d  th e  s tagism  o f  
E u ro p e a n  d is c o u rs e .

107. A le x  H o n n e th  is  re p re s e n ta tiv e  h e re  w h e n  he  c o n c lu d e s  th a t  M a rx ’s so c ia l 
re a d in g  o f  m u tu a l re c o g n it io n  in  H e g e l is “ h ig h ly  p r o b le m a t ic ”  in  its  c o u p lin g  o f  th e  
ro m a n tic is ts ' express ive  a n th ro p o lo g y  ( la b o r ) ,  th e  F eu e rb a ch e a n  co n ce p t o f  lo ve , a n d  
E n g lis h  n a t io n a l e c o n o m y  ( H o n n e th ,  The Struggle fo r  Recognition, 147)* N o te  th a t L u d w ig  
S tep 's  in te r p r e ta t io n  stresses H e g e l's  m ove away f r o m  H o b b e s  w ith  the  m a s te r-s la ve  
d ia le c t ic ,  a re a d in g  th a t in  fac t b o ls te rs  th e  case th a t I  am  m a k in g  h e re . See S ie p , A n - 
erkennungolsPrinop derpraktische Philosophic; see a lso  S ie p ’s in f lu e n t ia l  a r t ic le  “ T h e  S tru g g le  
f o r  R e c o g n it io n ,"  273 “ 8 8 . C u r r e n t  d iscu ss io n s  o f  th e  m a s te r-s la ve  d ia le c t ic  (G ille s  
D e le u ze , Jacqu es D e r r id a ,  a n d  J u d i th  B u t le r )  c o n f r o n t  K o je v e ’s re a d in g  w i th  N ie tz ­
sche ’s a c c o u n t o f  m a s te r a n d  slave, th e re b y  c h a n g in g  th e  so c ia l s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th e  d e ­
b a te . N ie tz s c h e  c r it ic iz e s  as slave m e n ta li ty  th o se  w h o  s u b m it  to  th e  sta te  a n d  i t s  laws, 
th e  in s t i tu t io n s  th a t H e g e l a f f irm e d  as th e  e m b o d im e n t  o f  m u tu a l re c o g n it io n ,  a n d  
h e n ce  c o n c re te  fre e d o m .
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they have fa iled  to  com m e n t o n  the  fact tha t S m ith  in c lu d e d  an eco­

n o m ic  d iscuss io n  o f  m o d e rn  slavery in  Wealth o f Nations.10*

I t  has lo n g  been recogn ized  tha t H ege fs  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  p o l­

it ic s  was m o d e rn , based o n  an in te rp re ta t io n  o f  the  events o f  the  

F rench  R e v o lu tio n  as a decisive break f ro m  the  past and  th a t he is 

re fe r r in g  to  th e  F rench  R e v o lu tio n  in  7he Phenomenology o f Mind, even 

w hen he does n o t m e n tio n  i t  by n a m e .108 109 W h y  s h o u ld  H ege l have 

been a m o d e rn is t in  tw o senses on ly : ad op ting  A da m  S m ith ’s th e o ry  

o f  the  econom y and a d o p tin g  the  F rench R e v o lu tio n  as the  m od e l 

fo r  p o lit ic s . A n d , yet, w h en  i t  came to  slavery, the  m ost b u rn in g  

social issue o f  h is  tim e, w ith  slave re b e llio n s  th ro u g h o u t the co lon ies 

an d  a successful slave re v o lu t io n  in  th e  w ea lth ies t o f  th e m —w hy 

sho u ld—how  could H ege l have stayed som ehow  m ire d  in  A r is to t le ? 110 111

B eyond  a d o ub t Hegel knew  ab ou t real slaves and th e ir  re v o lu ­

t io n a ry  strugg les. In  perhaps the  m os t p o lit ic a l exp ress ion  o f  h is 

career, he used the sensational events o f  H a it i as the  lin c h p in  in  h is  

a rgum en t in  The Phenomenology o f S p irit1,1 T h e  actual and  successful rev­

o lu t io n  o f  C a ribbean slaves against th e ir  masters is the  m om e n t w hen 

the d ia lectica l log ic  o f  re c o g n itio n  becomes vis ib le  as the  them atics o f

1 0 8 . See S m ith ,  An Inquiry, 105—75 * f o r  d is c u s s io n s  o f  c o lo n ia l s la ve ry  a n d  th e  
slave tra d e  a n d  above, 4 “ 6*

1 0 9 . E xp e rts  w h o  d isag ree  in  o th e r  ways ( f o r  exam p le , H y p p o li te ,  Genesis and Struc­
ture, a n d  F o rs te r, Hegel’s Idea o f  a Phenomenology o fS p irit) a re  in  a cco rd  o n  th is  p o in t .  See a lso  
R ie d e l,  Between Tradition and Revolution.

110. C o m p a re  S c h e llin g 's  c o m m e n t in  a le t te r  to  H e g e l d a te d  5 J a n u a ry , I 7 9 5 : 
“ W h o  w a n ts  t o  b u ry  h im s e lf  i n  th e  d u s t o f  a n t iq u ity  w h e n  th e  m o v e m e n t o f  hisown t im e  
a t ev e ry  t u r n  sweeps h im  u p  a n d  c a rr ie s  h im  o n w a rd ? "  (H e g e l,  Hegel, The Letters, 29 )- A t  
th e  t im e  o f  th e  F re n c h  R e v o lu t io n ,  th e  a n c ie n ts  w e re  a d is c o u rs e  o f  th e  present, n o t  a 
m eans o f  re le g a tin g  th e  p re s e n t to  th e  past. A r is to t le  w a lke d  a m o n g  th e  l iv in g  as a c o n ­
te m p o ra ry .

111. R e le va n t h e re  is  th e  a rg u m e n t o f  T h e o d o r  H a e r in g  a t th e  H e g e l C o n g re ss  in  
R o m e  in  1 9 3 3 , w h ose  in v e s t ig a t io n  o f  th e  c o m in g - to - b e  o f  The Phenomenology o f  M ind le d  
h im  to  th e  “ a s to u n d in g "  c o n c lu s io n  th a t th e  b o o k  is  not o rg a n ic a lly  o r  c a re fu lly  c o m ­
pose d  a c c o rd in g  to  a p la n  b u t  a se ries  o f  su d d e n  d e c is io n s , p re s s u re d  f r o m  w i th in  a n d  
w ith o u t  in  an a lm o s t u n im a g in a b ly  s h o r t  t im e —s p e c if ic a lly  th e  s u m m e r o f  180 6 ; see 
P o gge le r, Hegds Idee, 193 . H a e r in g ’s o b s e rv a tio n s  a re  c o m p a t ib le  w i th  th e  a r g u m e n t  I 
am  m a k in g  h e re .
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w o r ld  h is to ry , the  s to ry  o f  the u n ive rsa l re a liz a tio n  o f  fre e d o m . I f  

the  e d ito r  o f  Minerva, A rc h e n h o lz , re p o r t in g  h is to ry  as i t  happened, 

d id  n o t h im s e lf suggest th is  o n  th e  pages o f  h is  jo u rn a l,  H ege l, lo n g ­

tim e  reader o f  them , was capable o f  th a t v is io n . T h e o ry  and rea lity  

converged at th is  h is to r ic a l m om e n t. O r, to  p u t i t  in  H ege lian  la n ­

guage, the  ra tio n a l—freed om —became rea l. T h is  is the  c ruc ia l p o in t  

f o r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  the  o r ig in a lity  o f  H e ge ls  a rgum ent, b y  w h ic h  p h i­

lo so p h y  b u rs t ou t o f  the  con fines o f  academ ic the o ry  and became a 

com m e n ta ry  on  the  h is to ry  o f  the  w o r ld .

10

T h e re  w o u ld  be m u ch  research to  d o . O th e r  texts o f  H ege l need to  

be read w ith  the  H a it ia n  c o n n e c tio n  in  m in d .112 F o r exam ple, the  

se c tio n  in  H ege l's  The Phenomenology o f M ind c r it ic iz in g  the  p se u d o ­

science o f  p h re n o lo g y  takes o n  a d if fe re n t  im p o r t  w hen i t  is seen as 

a c r it iq u e  o f  a lready extant the o rie s  o f  b io lo g ic a l ra c is m .113 So does

112. T h e  p h i lo lo g ic a l s c ru p u lo u s n e s s  o f ,  f  o r  e x a m p le , N o rb e r t  W aszek’s w o rk  o n  
H e g e l’s re a d in g  o f  th e  S c o tt is h  E n lig h te n m e n t  p h i lo s o p h e rs  p ro v id e s  a m o d e l,  th e  
s tu d y  th a t  i l lu m in a te d  H e g e l’s re c e p t io n  o f  S m ith  in  a w ay th a t f  u n d a m e n ta lly  ch a n g e d  
o u r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  H e g e l’s p h ilo s o p h y  o f  c iv i l  so c ie ty ; see Waszek, Scottish Enlightenment. 
W e  also need research n o t  o n ly  o n  Minerva b u t  o n  o th e r  G e rm a n  jo u rn a ls ,  and  boo ks  
as w e ll,  th a t d iscussed even ts in  S a in t -D o m in g u e .  See S c h u lle r ’s p a ra d ig m a tic  w o rk ,  Die 
Deutsche Reception haitiamscher Geschichte.

113. T h e  sec tion s  im m e d ia te ly  f o l lo w in g  “ L o r d s h ip  an d  B o n d a g e ,”  those t i t le d  
“ S to ic is m ,”  “ S c e p tic is m ,”  a n d  “ T h e  U n h a p p y  C o n s c io u s n e s s ,”  can be th o u g h t  to  re fe r,  
n o t  to  d i f fe r e n t  stages o f  h is to ry  (as R o ze n kra n z  a rg u e d  in  Hegels Leben, 2 0 5 ),  b u t  ra th e r  
to  d i f f  e re n t m o d a lit ie s  o f  th in k in g  a b o u t the  e x is tin g  re a li ty  o f  slavery. As fo r  th e  lo n g  sec­
t io n  c r i t iq u in g  p h y s io g n o m y  a n d  p h re n o lo g y  (see H e g e l, Phenomenology o f  Mind, 3 3 8 —7 2 ). 
Tavares, w h o  f i r s t  b ro k e  th e  s ile n ce  o n  H e g e l a n d  H a i t i ,  f in d s  i t  s t r ik in g  th a t c o m m e n ­
ta to r s  o n  H e g e l “ have n e v e r  in s c r ib e d  [ th is !  c r i t iq u e  . . . w i th in  th e  c o lo n ia l d e b a te ”  
(Tavares, “ H e g e l e t I ’a b b e  G re g o ire ,"  1 6 8 ). A l th o u g h  th e  e d ito rs  o f  b o th  G e rm a n  a n d  
E n g lis h  e d it io n s  o f  The Phenomenology o fM ind  d o  say th a t  H e g e l,  w h ile  e sch e w in g  nam es, 
was r e fe r r in g  to  th e  w o rk  o f  th e  a n a to m is t F ra n z  J o s e p h  G a l l  a n d  th e  p h y s io g n o m is t  
J o h a n n  K a s p a r Lava te r, n o n e th e le ss , th e y  m ake  n o  re fe re n c e  to  th e  ra c is m  in h e r e n t  in  
these m e n ’s th e o r ie s . A g a in s t  G a l l ’s c o m p a ra t iv e  a n a to m y  o f  c ra n ia , H e g e l states, “ th e  
s p i r i t  is  n o t  a b o n e ,”  a n d  as a c o n se q u e n ce , a rgues  Tavares, n o t  a b o u t  th e  c o lo r  o f  s k in  
( “ H e g e l e t 1’abb e  G re g o ire ,”  16 7 ).
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Hegel's reference in  The Philosophical Propaedeutic (1803—13) to  R ob inson  

C ru s o e , w h ic h  in s is ts  o n  c o u p lin g  th is  p ro to ty p e  o f  m an in  the  

"state o f  n a tu re ” —shipw recked o n  a C a rib b e a n  is land—w ith  F riday, 

h is  slave, an im p lic i t  c r it ic is m  o f  H obbes’s in d iv id u a lis tic  ve rs ion  o f  

the  n a tu ra l s ta te .114 H e ge l’s ea rlies t lec tu res o n  Ihe  Philosophy o f Right 

(H e id e lb e rg , 1817—18) c o n ta in  a passage tha t now  becom es fu l ly  

le g ib le . I t  beg ins w ith  the  c ru c ia l p o in t  o f  the  slave’s se /f- lib e ra tio n : 

"E ven  i f  I am  b o rn  a slave [Sklave], and  n o u r is h e d  and  ra ised by a 

m aster, and  i f  m y pa ren ts  and fo re fa th e rs  were a ll slaves, s t ill I am 

free in  the  m o m e n t th a t I w i l l  it, w hen  I  becom e conscious o f  m y 

fre e d o m . F o r the p e rs o n a lity  an d  fre e d o m  o f  m y w ill are essentia l 

pa rts  o f  m yself, m y p e rso n a lity .” 115 116

H egel con tinues : even i f  freed om  means to  have p ro p e rty  righ ts , 

th e  possession o f  a n o th e r p e rson  is exc luded—“ and i f  I  have som e­

on e  w h ipp ed , i t  does n o t damage th e  pe rson ’s fre e d o m .” 115 I t  is c lear 

th a t H ege l is speaking here  o f  m o d e rn  slavery, and  c lear th a t c o n ­

sciousness o f  o n e ’s fre e d o m  dem ands th a t one become free , n o t  o n ly  

in  th o u g h t, b u t in the world. T h e  new  ve rs io n  o f  these lectu res g iven 

by H ege l his f irs t  year in  B e r lin  (1818—19) connected  the  l ib e ra t io n  

o f  th e  slave e x p lic i t ly  w ith  the  h is to r ic a l re a liz a tio n  o f  fre e d o m : 

“ T h a t hum ans becom e free is thus p a rt o f  a free  w o r ld . T h a t the re  

be n o  slavery [Sklaverei] is the e th ica l re q u ire m e n t [diesiitliche Forderung] . 

T h is  re q u ire m e n t is o n ly  thereby fu lf i l le d  w hen w hat a hum an be in g  

o u g h t to  be appears as th e  e x te rn a l w o r ld  tha t he makes h is  o w n .” 117 

W e w o u ld  n o t share the  p e rp le x ity  o f  the  e d ito r  o f  these lectu res, 

w h o  n o te d  in  1983 th a t  H ege l “ spoke s u rp r is in g ly  f re q u e n tly  o f

114. N e a r th e  s u m m a ry  o f  th e  m a s te r-s la ve  re la t io n  in  Ihe  Philosophical Propaedeutic, 
H ege l p laces in  pa ren theses* “ H is to ry  o f  R o b in s o n  C ru s o e  a n d  F r id a y "  (H e g e l,  Philo­
sophical Propaedeutic, 6 2 ) .  See th e  gloss o f  th is  c o m m e n t in  G u ie t t i ,  “A  R e a d in g  o f  H e g e l’s 
M a s te r/S la v e  R e la t io n s h ip ,"  4 8 —6 0 .

115. H e ge l, Die Philosophic des Rechts, 55 .
116. H e g e l, Die Philosophie des Rechts, 2 2 8 .
117. H e g e l, Die Philosophie des Rechts, 2 2 8 .
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slaves.” 118 A n d  we w o u ld  c o n s id e r i t  c o n f irm a t io n  (whereas o thers  

have h a rd ly  n o t ic e d )  th a t H ege l in  h is  la te w o rk  The Philosophy o f 

Subjective Spirit m e n tio n s  the  H a it ia n  R e v o lu tio n  by n a m e .119

I t  w o u ld  also be reve a ling  to  rev is it the  a rg u m e n t p u t fo r th  by 

the F rench  p h ilo s o p h e r Jacques d ’H o n t  th a t H ege l was connected  

w ith  ra d ic a l F reem asonry  d u r in g  these years, because F reem asonry 

is a p a r t o f  o u r story at every t u r n .120 N o t  o n ly  was Minerva s e d ito r  

A rc h e n h o lz  a M ason, a lo n g  w ith  its  reg u la r co rrespondents , K o n ra d  

E n g e lb e rt O e ls n e r (w h o m  H egel m et in  1794) and G eo rg  F ors te r 

(whose w o rk  H ege l n o te d ) , as w e ll as m any o th e r o f  Hegel's in te l­

le c tu a l c o n ta c ts ;121 n o t  o n ly  was the  E n g lis h  c a p ta in  R a in s fo rd  a

118 . I t l in g ’s e d ito r ia l no tes to  W a n n e n m a n n ’s H e id e lb e rg  notes, H ege l, DtePhtloso- 
phte des Rechts, 295 *1 69 .

119. H e ge l's  The Philosophy ofSubjective Spirit ( p t .  3 o f  th e  Encyclopedia [1 8 3 0 ] )  is  a c ru c ia l
d o c u m e n t,  p a r t ic u la r ly  th e  se c tio n s  “ A n th ro p o lo g y ”  a n d  “ P h e n o m e n o lo g y " ;  i t  co n ta in s  
con se q u e n ce s  o f  H e g e l’s le c tu re s  o n  th e  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  h is to ry ,  w i th  th e ir  p re ju d ic e  
a g a in s t A f r ic a n  c u ltu re  a n d  m o re  ra c is t  s ta te m e n ts  a b o u t  N e g ro e s ; i t  a lso  c o n ta in s  a 
fu l le r  a c c o u n t o f  th e  m a s te r-s la v e  d ia le c tic  th a n  th a t f o u n d  in  Ihe Phenomenology o f  M ind 
o f  1 8 0 7 . H e re  Sklave a n d  Knecht a re  s t i l l  used in te rc h a n g e a b ly ; he re  th e  h is to r ic a l t ra ­
je c to r y  is  c o d if ie d ,  w ith  E u ro p e a n  s lavery r e fe r r in g  to  th e  a n c ie n ts ; h e re  th e  s tru g g le  
to  dea th  is s t i l l  necessary: “ th u s ,  f re e d o m  has to  be  struggled f o r  . . . b r i n g in g ]  h im s e lf  
as he b r in g s  o th e rs  in to  peril o f  d e a t h w h ile  N e g ro e s  “ a re  s o ld  a n d  a l lo w  th e m se lve s  to  
be s o ld  w ith o u t  any  r e f le c t io n  as to  th e  r ig h ts  o r  w ro n g s  o f  i t . "  A n d  ye t: “ T h e y  c a n n o t 
be sa id  to  be  in e d u c a b le , f o r  n o t  o n ly  have th e y  occa s io n a lly  re ce ive d  C h r is t ia n ity  w ith  
th e  greatest th a n k fu ln e s s  . . . b u t  in  H a it i  th e y  have even  fo rm e d  a state o n  C h r is t ia n  
p r in c ip le s "  (H e g e l,  Philosophy o f  Subjective Spirit, 3 *5 7 * ^ : 5 3 * 2 .5 5 * 2 :3 9 3 )*

120 . See d 'H o n d t ,  Hegel Secret. T h is  b o o k  m akes th e  o r ig in a l  a rg u m e n t th a t th e  
“ s e c re t"  H e g e l is  revea led  th ro u g h  h is  c o n n e c t io n s  to  ra d ic a l F re e m a s o n ry  (w h ile  
d ’H o n d t  does n o t  m e n t io n  S a in t -D o m in g u e ) .

121. D ’ H o n d t  states th a t  A rc h e n h o lz  b e lo n g e d  to  th e  F reem asons s ince  th e  1760s; 
see Hegel Secret, 12; see a lso  R u o f , Johann Wilhelm von Archenholtz, II ,  a n d  R iege r, Johann Wilhelm 
von Archenholz, als “ j&itbtirger,”  176. See d 'H o n d t ,  Hegel Secret, 2 3 —2 9 , f  o r  d ’H o n d t ’s d iscu s ­
s io n  o f  Mmerva as a M a s o n ic  p u b lic a t io n ,  w h ic h  in c lu d e d  a r t ic le s  f r o m  th e  p o l i t ic a l ly  
ra d ic a l a n d  c o s m o p o lita n  Chroniquedesmois, “ th e  m o s t G ir o n d is t  a n d  th e  m o s t M a s o n ic  
o f  F re n c h  th o u g h t .  . . .  I t  is  th e  s p i r i t  o f  C o n d o rc e t  [ f  o u n d e r  o f  th e  Chromque] a n d  
B r is s o t th a t a re  in s in u a te d  in  Mmerva”  (Hegel Secret, 2 6 ) .  D 'H o n d t  ana lyzes  th e  M a s o n ic  
im a g e ry  o n  th e  c o v e r  o f  th e  f i r s t  issue  o f  Minerva, w h ic h ,  h e  asserts, was in  th e  h a n d s  o f  
H e ge l, S c h ille r ,  a n d  H o ld e r l in  in  t h e ir  s tu d e n t  days (Hegel Secret, 8 ). D 'H o n d t  lis ts  as 
Freem asons in  H e g e l’s “ e n to u ra g e "  G e o rg  F o rs te r  (w h o se  w r it in g s  o n  th e  F re n c h  R evo­
lu t io n  H e g e l e xce rp ted  w h ile  in  B e rn ) ;  K o n ra d  E n g e lb e rt  O e ls n e r  (w hose m e e tin g  w ith  
H e g e l in  B e rn  [see above] m ig h t  have been fa c il ita te d  th ro u g h  M a s o n ic  c o n n e c t io n s ) ; as 
w e ll as W ie la n d , K o rn e r ,  S d m m e r in g ,  C a m pe , G arve, and  G le im ;  also J o h a n n  S a m ue l
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M ason, a u tho r o f  the  book o n  the  h is to ry  o f  H a it ia n  independence , 

a trans la ted  chapter o f  w h ich  was pu b lish e d  in  Minerva in  1 8 0 5 ,122 b u t 

(he re  d ’H o n t ’s account is s ilen t) F reem asonry was a c ruc ia l fa c to r 

in  the  u p ris in g s  in  S a in t-D o m in g u e .

I t  was n o t  u n u s u a l f  o r  “ m u la t to ”  c h i ld re n  o f  w h ite  c o lo n ia l 

p lan te rs (som etim es w ith  the m others be ing  legal wives) to  be b ro u g h t 

back to  France and educated. A n d  i t  is rem arkab le  tha t the  e g a lita r­

ia n  lodges o f  the  rad ica l F rench  Freem asons were a space in  w h ich  

rac ia l, re lig iou s , and even sexual segregation cou ld  be at least te m ­

p o ra r ily  ove rcom e.123 Polverel, th e  m an w ho shared w ith  S on thonax 

b o th  the  post o f  c o m m is s io n e r to  S a in t-D o m in g u e  and re sp o n s i­

b i l i t y  f o r  d e c la r in g  the  a b o l it io n  o f  s lave ry  w i th in  th e  c o lo n y  in  

1793, had been a M ason in  B o rd e a u x  in  the  l 77° s*124 a t im e  w hen

E rsch , l i te ra ry  h is to r ia n ,  f r ie n d ,  a n d  c o lla b o ra to r  o fA r c h e n h o lz ,  w h o  was in  Jena at th e  
same t im e  as H e g e l (A rc h e n h o lz  c o n te m p la te d  m o v in g  h is  jo u r n a l to  th a t  c ity  in  1 8 0 0 , 
b u t ,  in s te a d , E rs c h  m o v e d  to  H a lle ;  see H e g e l, le t te r  to  S c h e llin g , A u g u s t 16, 180 3 , 
Hegel, The Letters, 6 6 ) ;  a lso  J o h a n n  F r ie d r ic h  v o n  C o tta ,  H e g e l’s p u b l is h e r  a n d  f r ie n d  
f r o m  180 2  to  the  e n d  o f  h is  l i fe .  D ’ H o n d t  re m a rks  th a t h is to r ia n s  o f  H e g e l have neg lected 
to  in v e n to ry  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  Minerva o n  H e ge l because “ w ith o u t  d o u b t ”  i t  d isp lea sed  
th e m ; b u t  he  is im p re sse d  b y  “ th e  e x tre m e  d is c re t io n  o f  H e g e l h im s e lf ”  re g a rd in g  
F reem ason ry , w h ic h  d ’H o n d t  e xp la in s  as necessary because o f  c e n s o rs h ip  a n d  th e  p o lic e  
CHegdSecret, 9 ) .

122 . See R a in s fo rd ,  “ T o u s s a in t - L o u v e r tu re , ”  2 7 6 —9 8 , 3 9 2 —4 0 8 .  See G eggus, 
“ B r i t is h  O c c u p a tio n  o f  S a in t D o m in g u e , ”  f o r  R a in s fo rd ’s M a so n ic  c o n n e c t io n .

123. L o c a l F re n c h  M a s o n ic  lo d g e s  w e re  k n o w n  to  in c lu d e  b lacks , M u s lim s ,  Jews, 
a n d  w o m e n , a lth o u g h  at B o rd e a u x  th e  logeanglaise exc lu d e d  Jew s a n d  a c to rs ; see R o b e rts , 
Mythology o f  the Secret Societies, 51* M a s o n ic  “ lo dges  th ro u g h o u t  F ra n c e  w e re  th e  o n ly  p laces 
w h e re  F re n c h  p eo p le , w h a te v e r t h e ir  ra n k ,  tra d e  o r  r e l ig io n ,  m e t o n  a n  e q u a l f o o t in g  
a n im a te d  by a s p i r i t  o f  u n i ty  In s te a d  o f  th e  o ld  s p i r i t  o f  class th a t f o r m e r ly  h a d  b o u n d  
to g e th e r  a l l th e  n o b le m e n  o f  F ra n ce , F re e m a s o n ry  o rg a n iz e d  a g o o d - fe l lo w s h ip  w h ic h  
in c lu d e d  a l l  ra n k s  a n d  races”  (Fay, Revolution and Freemasonry, 2 2 4 ) .

124* E t ie n n e  de  P o lv e re l’s nam e is c o n n e c te d  w ith  tw o  lodges in  B o rd e a u x , LAmitie 
and  L'Harmonie sous Directoire Ecossais S o n th o n a x  was n o t a M a s o n  (b u t  he  was a m e m b e r  o f  
th e  A m is  des N o ir s ) .  P o lve re l had  w r i t te n  tw o  days b e fo re  a b o l i t io n .  “ F o r a lo n g  t im e  
th e  A f r ic a n  race has s u f f  e re d  th e  c a lu m n y  o f  i t  b e in g  sa id  th a t w ith o u t  s lavery its  m e m ­
b e rs  w o u ld  n e ve r be a ccu s to m e d  to  w o rk .  L e t m e a tte m p t to  c o n t r a d ic t  th is  p re ju d ic e ,  
n o  less a b s u rd  th a n  th a t o f  a n  a r is to c ra c y  o f  c o lo r .  . . .T h e r e  w i l l  be n o n e  b u t  b ro th e rs ,  
R e p u b lic a n s , e n e m ie s  o f  e ve ry  typ e  o f  ty ra n n y —m o n a rc h y , n o b il i ty ,  o r  p r ie s th o o d ”  
(C a u n a , “ P o lve re l e t S o n th o n a x ,”  51—52 )- T h is  e m p h a s is  o n  th e  v ir t u e  o f  la b o r  was a 
M a s o n ic  va lue, m a n ife s te d  in  th e  c e n tra l a lle g o ric a l im p o r ta n c e  o f  th e  “ M a s o n ”  c ra ft .
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a s u rp r is in g  n u m b e r o f  y o u n g  m u la tto es  w ho la te r  becam e leaders 

o f  the  re v o lt  in  S a in t-D o m in g u e  were also in  th is  seaport, slave- 

t ra d in g  to w n .125 Tw o o f  these, V in c e n t O ge and  J u l ie n  R a im o n d , 

educa ted in  France as lawyers, spoke o u t fo r  m u la tto  r ig h ts  in  th e  

f ir s t  year o f  the  F re n ch  R e v o lu tio n . T h e i r  lack o f  success le d  th e m  

in  ve ry  d i f fe re n t  d ire c t io n s .  W ith  th e  s u p p o r t o f  th e  A m is  des 

N o irs  an d  p ro b a b le  M a so n ic  as w e ll as a b o l it io n is t  c o n n e c tio n s  in  

L o n d o n  an d  P h ila d e lp h ia , O ge re tu rn e d  to  the  c o lo n y  in  1790 to  

lead a re v o lt o f  free  m u la tto es  fo r  c it iz e n  r ig h ts ; de feated , he was 

to r tu re d  and  executed by th e  c o lo n ia l c o u r t the  fo llo w in g  yea r.126 

R a im o n d  was made co m m is s io n e r o f  the  co lon y  by the  F rench gov­

e rn m e n t in  1796 and w o rke d  closely f i r s t  w ith  S o n th o n a x  and th e n  

w ith  T oussa in t, w h o m  he he lped  to  d ra ft  th e  c o n s t itu t io n  o f  1801. 

A  t h ir d  B o rd e la is -ra is e d  m u la tto , A n d re  R igaud , fo u g h t w ith  the 

F re n ch  a rm y in  the  A m e r ic a n  W ar o f  In d e p e n d e n ce  and was, a fte r  

T oussa in t (w ho became h is  r iv a l) , perhaps the  most im p o r ta n t  gen­

e ra l in  th e  S a in t-D o m in g u a n  s trugg le  against the  B r i t is h  d u r in g  

the  decade o f  the I7 9 0 s .127 A  fo u rth  was A lexandre  P etion , w h o  fough t 

w ith  D essa lines aga inst th e  F re n ch , b e c o m in g  p re s id e n t o f  the  

H a it ia n  re p u b lic  th a t was es ta b lished  in  th e  s o u th  o f  th e  is la n d  

a f te r  Dessalines's assassination in  1 8 0 6 . P res ide n t P e tio n  e n c o u r­

aged S im o n  B o liv a r  to  dem and  th e  a b o l it io n  o f  s lavery in  L a t in  

A m e ric a ’s s trugg le  f o r  in d e p e n d e n ce , in  w h ic h  F reem ason ry  also 

p layed a s ig n if ic a n t ro le . T h e  h is to r ia n  de C auna w rite s  o f  th is  i l -

125 - B o rd e a u x  in  p re c is e ly  these  years (1 8 0 2 —4 ) b r ie f ly  o v e r to o k  N a n te s  as le a d e r  
in  th e  t r ia n g u la r  t ra d e  o f  slaves a n d  sugar. See S a u g e ra , Bordeaux, port negrter.

126 . B la c k b u rn  re p o r ts  th a t  O g e , se ek ing  to  “ v in d ic a te  m u la t to  r ig h ts  b e fo re  th e  
N a tio n a l A sse m b ly  [ in  P a r is ] , . . . re tu rn e d  to  th e  c o lo n y  via L o n d o n , w h e re  he  ra ise d  
m o n e y  f r o m  C la rk s o n  a n d  th e  A b o l i t io n  S o c ie ty . O g e  a lso  v is ite d  th e  U n ite d  States 
w h e re  he  p u rc h a s e d  a rm s. T h e se  tra ve ls  seem to  have b e e n  fa c il ita te d  b y  M a s o n ic  c o n ­
n e c t io n s ”  (B la c k b u rn ,  Overthrow o f  Colonial Slavery, 1 8 2 ).

127- Jam es te lls  us th a t R ig a u d , “ a g e n u in e  M u la t to ,  th a t is t o  say t h e s o n o f a  w h ite  
a n d  a b la c k ,”  was w e ll e d u ca te d  a t B o rd e a u x  a n d  le a rn e d  th e  tra d e  o f  a g o ld s m ith .  H e  
e n lis te d  as a v o lu n te e r  in  th e  F re n c h  a rm y  th a t  fo u g h t  in  th e  A m e r ic a n  W a r o f  In d e ­
p e n d e n c e  (Jam e s, Black Jacobins, 9 6 —9 7 ).
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lu s tr io u s  g ro u p  o f  S a in t-D o m in g u a n  leaders: “ I t  w o u ld  be in te re s t­

in g  to  research w h e th e r they also had en tered the  M ason ic  lodges o f  

B ordeaux. T h a t research has yet to  be do ne .” 128 M oreove r, we can no t 

be b l in d  to  the  p o s s ib ility  o f  re c ip ro ca l in flu e n c e , th a t the  secret 

s igns o f  F reem ason ry  were  them selves a ffec ted  by  the  r i t u a l  p ra c ­

tices o f  the  re v o lu tio n a ry  slaves o f  S a in t-D o m in g u e . T h e re  are i n ­

t r ig u in g  re ferences to  V o d o u —the secret c u lt o f  S a in t-D o m in g u a n  

slaves th a t spawned the  massive u p r is in g  o f  A u g u s t I 791—as "a so rt 

o f  re lig io u s  and d a n c in g  m asonry.” 129 We k n o w  fa r to o  l i t t le  o f  F ree­

m asonry in  the  b la c k /b ro w n /w h ite  A t la n t ic ,  a m a jo r  cha p te r in  the  

h is to ry  o f  h y b r id ity  an d  t ra n s c u ltu ra tio n .

11

“ T h e  ow l o f  Minerva spreads its  w ings o n ly  w ith  the  c o m in g  o f  the  

dusk.”  T h is  o f te n -c ite d  sta tem ent f ro m  H e ge l’s lectures o n  The Phi­

losophy ofH istojy (18 22 ), w h ic h  may w e ll have had the  jo u r n a l Minerva 

in  m in d ,  in  fac t m arks a re tre a t f r o m  the  rad ica l p o lit ic s  o f  The 

Phenomenology o f Mind—ju s t how  m uch o f  one in  regard to  H ege l’s p o s i­

t io n  o n  th e  F rench R e vo lu tio n  has lo n g  been the  subject o f  debate.130

128 . C a u n a , “ P o lve re l e t S o n th o n a x ,"  49 . F ro m  S o n th o n a x ’s d e c la ra tio n : “ A l l  n e ­
groes a n d  those  o f  m ix e d  b lo o d  p re s e n tly  in  s lavery a re  de c la re d  f  ree to  e n jo y  a l l  r ig h ts  
a ttach ed  to  th e  t it le  o f  F re n ch  c it iz e n ”  (D o r ig n y ,  “ L e g e r-F e lic ite  S o n th o n a x ,"  3 ) .

129 . D a yan , Haiti, History, and the Gods, 2 5 1 D a ya n  n o te s  f u r th e r .  “ [F a th e r]  C a b o n  
suggests th a t  b la cks  m ig h t  w e ll have fo u n d  w h ite  ‘c o n fa b u la tio n s *  to  have m u c h  in  c o m ­
m o n  w i th  v o u d u .  ‘S o m e w h a t b e f  o re  th e  even ts o f  th e  m o n th  o f  A u g u s t 179b  o n e  was 
p ro m p te d  to  see a s o r t  o f  F re e m a so n ry  o f  b lacks  in  c e r ta in  m a n ife s ta tio n s  o f  t h e ir  ac­
t iv it ie s ’"  (H a iti, History, and the Gods, 2 5 0 - See a lso  th e  h is to r ic a l f ic t io n a l a cco u n t b y  th e  
C u b a n  n o v e lis t  A le jo  C a rp e n t ie r ,  E l S i^ode las luces (Explosion in a Cathedral)  (1 9 8 2 ) ,  w h ic h  
in c lu d e s  th e  f ig u r e  o f  O g e  a n d  speaks e x p l ic i t ly  o f  th e  M a s o n ic  c o n n e c tio n s .

1 3 0 . See d ’H o n d t ,  Hegel etles Fran gais. A t  th e  e n d  o f  77ie Philosophy o f  History, H e g e l 
c o u ld  s t i l l  speak o f  th e  F re n c h  R e v o lu t io n  as “ a g lo r io u s  m e n ta l d a w n ." A n d  ye t he  c r i t ­
ic iz e d  th e  T e r r o r  as “ th e  m o s t fe a r fu l ty ra n n y . I t  exercises its  p o w e r w i th o u t  le g a l f o r ­
m a li t ie s ,  a n d  th e  p u n is h m e n t  i t  in f l ic t s  is  e q u a lly  s im p le —Death T h is  ty ra n n y  c o u ld  
n o t  last; f o r  a l l  in c l in a t io n s ,  a l l in te re s ts , re a so n  i t s e l f  r e v o lte d  a g a in s t th is  t e r r ib ly  
c o n s is te n t L ib e r ty  w h ic h  in  its  c o n c e n tra te d  in te n s ity  e x h ib ite d  so fa n a t ic a l a shape" 
(H e g e l, Philosophy o f  History, 4 4 7 .  45 ° —51)
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F IG U R E  8. “A T em p le  erected by the Blacks to commemorate 
the ir Em ancipation.” I llu s tra tion  fo r  Marcus R ainsford, An His­
torical Account o f the Black Empire ofHayti (1805). Line engraving by 
J. Barlow af ter the author. O n Barlow’s work fo r  this book, see 
H onour, From the American Revolution to World War I,  95.



B u t at least in  regard to  the  a b o lit io n  o f  slavery, H e ge l’s re trea t f ro m  

re v o lu tio n a ry  ra d ic a lis m  was c le a r.131

N o to r io u s ly  c o n d e m n in g  A f r ic a n  c u ltu re  to  p re h is to ry  and 

b la m in g  the A fr ic a n s  themselves fo r  N ew  W o r ld  slavery, H ege l re ­

peated th e  ba na l and  apo loge tic  a rg u m e n t th a t slaves w ere  b e tte r o f f

131 I n  th e  o u t l in e  to  The Encyclopaedia o f  Logic o f  1830 , H e g e l re m a rk e d  s u m m a r i ly  
th a t  th e  “ g e n u in e  reason  w h y  th e re  a re  n o  lo n g e r  a n y  slaves in  C h r is t ia n  E u ro p e  is to  
be so u g h t in  n o th in g  b u t  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  C h r is t ia n ity  i ts e lf .  T h e  C h r is t ia n  r e l ig io n  is  
th e  r e l ig io n  o f  a b s o lu te  fre e d o m , a n d  o n ly  f o r  C h r is t ia n s  does m a n  c o u n t  as su ch , 
m a n  in  h is  in f i n i t y  a n d  u n iv e rs a lity .  W h a t  th e  slave la cks  is th e  r e c o g n it io n  o f  h is  p e r ­
s o n a lity ; b u t  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  p e rs o n a lity  is U n iv e rs a li ty ”  (H e g e l, Encyclopaedia Logic, 24 ° “  
41X H e  seems to  m e a n  P ro te s ta n tis m  h e re  (w h a t  in  h is  le c tu re s  o n  th e  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  
h is to r y  he  ca lls  th e  m o d e rn  o r  G e rm a n ic  w o r ld ) .  H e g e l was c o n s is te n tly  c r i t ic a l o f  th e  
h ie ra rc h ic a l d e p e n d e n c ie s  fo s te re d  b y  C a th o lic is m  ( th e  “ R o m a n ”  w o r ld ) ;  he c o u ld  n o t

H E G E L  A N D  H A I T



H E G E L  A N D  H A I T I

in  the  co lon ies  th a n  i  n  th e ir  A f r ic a n  h o m e la n d , w here slavery was 

“ abso lu te ,” 132 and en do rsed  g ra du a lism : “ Slavery is in  and  f o r  its e lf  

injustice, f o r  the  essence o f  h u m a n ity  is Freedom; b u t fo r  th is  m an  m ust 

be m a tu re d . T h e  g ra d u a l a b o lit io n  o f  slavery is th e re fo re  w iser and  

m o re  e q u ita b le  th a n  its  sudden rem o va l.” 133 T h is  d is p o s it io n , h o w ­

ever, was n o t the  m ost s tr ik in g  in  h is  lec tu res. R a the r, i t  was the  

b ru ta l th o ro u g h n e ss  w ith  w h ic h  he  dism issed a ll o f  sub -S ah a ran  

A fr ic a ,  th is  “ la n d  o f  c h i ld re n ,”  o f  “ b a rb a r ity  and  w ild n e ss ,”  f ro m  

any s ig n if ic a n c e  f o r  w o r ld  h is to ry , due  to  w h a t he deem ed were 

d e fic ie nc ie s  o f  the  A f r ic a n  “ s p ir i t . ” 134

Was th is  change s im p ly  a p a rt o f  H ege l's gene ra l conserva tism  

d u r in g  the  B e r l in  years? O r  was he reacting, again, to  c u rre n t events?

have w e lco m e d  F ra n ce ’s C o n c o rd a t  w ith  th e  V a tic a n  in  1801. A n d ,  in d e e d , h e  m ay have 
seen H a i t i ’s p o s tre v o lu t io n a ry  fa i lu re  as in  p a r t  th e  conse quence  o f  th e  C a th o lic is m  
th a t was th e  o f f ic ia l r e l ig io n  in  b o th  n o r t h  a n d  s o u th : “ H e re  i t  m u s t b e  f ra n k ly  s ta ted , 
th a t w ith  th e  C a th o lic  R e lig io n  n o  r a t io n a l c o n s t i t u t io n  is  p o s s ib le ” ; “ N a p o le o n  c o u ld  
n o t  coe rce  S p a in  in to  f  re e d o m  a n y  m o re  th a n  P h i l ip  I I  c o u ld  fo rc e  H o l la n d  in to  s la v ­
e ry ”  (Philosophy o f  History, 4 4 9 * 4 5 3 )*

132 . C o m p a re  w ith  H e g e l,  Die Vernunfi in  der Geschichte, 225  S ib re e ’s t ra n s la t io n  f o l ­
low s K a r l  H e g e l’s e d it io n ;  H o f fm e is te r  fo llo w s  th a t  o f  G e o rg  I.asson . I  am  n o t in g  c o m ­
p a ra t iv e ly  th e  G e rm a n  a n d  E n g lis h  e d it io n s  For reasons e x p la in e d  b e lo w  in  n o te  139. 
H o f fm e is te r ’s e d it io n  c o n t in u e s h e re *  “ I n a l lA f r i c a n  k in g d o m s  w ith  w h ic h  E u ro p e a n s  
have  b e co m e  a c q u a in te d , s la ve ry  is  in d ig e n o u s .  . . .  I t  is  th e  basis o f  s la v e ry  i n  g e n e ra l 
th a t a p e rs o n  does n o t  yet have co n sc iousness  o f  h is  fre e d o m  a n d  th e re b y  beco m es  an  
o b je c t,  s o m e th in g  w o rth le s s . T h e  le sson  we d e r iv e  f r o m  th is ,  a n d  w h ic h  a lo n e  in te re s ts  
us is  th a t  th e  state o f  n a tu re  [ th a t  is, b e f o re  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  a vernitnfiiger Stoat] is  o n e  
o f  in ju s t ic e "  (H e g e l,  Die VernunftinderGeschichte, 2 2 5 “ 2 6 ) .

133 . H e g e l, Philosophy o fH is to iy , 9 6 ,  9 9 . C o m p a re  H e g e l, Die Vernunfi in der Geschichte,
2 2 6 .

134 . “ I n  th is  la rge s t p a r t  o f  A f r ic a  n o  re a l h is to ry  can  take p la ce . T h e re  a re  o n ly  
a c c id e n ts , o r  su rp rise s  th a t  fo l lo w  o n e  a f te r  a n o th e r.  T h e re  is  n o  goa l, n o  s tate th e re , 
th a t  o n e  c o u ld  o b se rve , n o  s u b je c t iv ity ,  b u t  o n ly  a se ries o f  su b je c ts , w h o  d e s tro y  each 
o th e r ”  (H e g e l,  Die Vernunfi in der Geschichte, 216—17)- H e g e l c ite s  H e ro d o tu s ,  im p ly in g  
n o th in g  h a d  c h a n g e d  o v e r  th e  c e n tu r ie s : “ I n  A f r ic a  a l l a re  s o rc e re rs " ; a n d  h e  repea ts  
th e  s to ry  o f  A fr ic a n s  as “ fe t is h  w o rs h ip p e rs ”  th a t o n e  f in d s  in  C h a rle s  de Brosses, th e  
E n lig h te n m e n t c o n te m p o ra ry  o f  V o lta ire  (H e g e l,  Die Vernunfi in der Geschichte, 2 2 0 —2 2 ; 
c o m p a re  w i th  H e g e l, Philosophy o f  Histoiy, 9 4 )  •
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H a it i  was once again in  the  news in  the  teens and tw en ties , h o t ly  

debated by a b o lit io n is ts  and  th e ir  o p p o n e n ts  in  the  B r it is h  press, 

in c lu d in g  in  the  Edinburgh Review, w h ich  we kn o w  fo r  c e rta in  H ege l 

was th e n  re a d in g .135

In  the  c o n te x t o f  c o n t in u e d  pressure  fo r  the  a b o l it io n  o f  slav­

ery, developm ents in  H a it i,  the “great e xp e rim e n t,”  were m o n ito re d  

c o n tin u a lly , and  they evoked in c rea s ing  c r it ic is m  even f ro m  H a it i ’s 

fo rm e r  s u p p o rte rs .136 A t  issue was th e  a lleged b ru ta li ty  o f  K in g  

H e n r i C h r is to p h e 137 an d  the is la n d s  d e c lin e  in  p ro d u c tiv ity  u n d e r 

the  system o f  free  la b o r  (here  w o u ld  be the  p ro p e r  m o m e n t fo r  a

135* H e g e l was a re g u la r  re a d e r o f  th e  Edinburgh Review in  1817—19, as we k n o w  f ro m  
h is  excerp ts  f ro m  th is  jo u r n a l;  see Waszek, “ H ege ls  E xze rp te  aus d e r  ‘E d in b u rg h  Review .’ ”  
A n d  he read  th e  B r it is h  Morning Chronicle in  th e  182 0s; see P e try, “ H e g e l and  ‘T h e  M o r n in g  
C h ro n ic le . ’ ”  A lth o u g h  th e  p rese rved  e xce rp ts  d o  n o t  dea l w ith  H a it i ,  i t  is  c le a r th a t H e g e l 
was exposed to  th is  new  stage in  th e  H a it i  debate  at a t im e  w h e n  “ th e  lib e r a l Edinburgh Review 
c o n tra s te d  th e  c ru e l ty ra n n y  o f  C h r is to p h e  w ith  th e  v ir tu o u s ,  c o n s t itu t io n a l ru le  o f  P e- 
t io n "  (G eggus, “ H a i t i  a n d  th e  A b o li t io n is ts , ”  122 ). H a it i  was a lso  to p ic a l in  Minerva aga in , 
w h ic h  in  1819 p u b lis h e d  in  G e rm a n  tra n s la t io n  la rg e  sec tion s  o f  G e n e ra l P a m p h ile  de 
Lac ro ix 's  “ u n b ia s e d ” h is to ry  o f  H a it i 's  re v o lu t io n  a n d  p o s tre v o lu tio n a ry  g o ve rn m e n ts ; see 
S c h u lle r ,  Die Deutsche Re&ption haitianischer Geschichte, 2 5 6 .

136 . I n  th e  18 2 0 s , “ th e  B r it is h  a b o lit io n is ts  becam e associated w ith  [C h r is to p h e ’s] 
n o r th e r n  k in g d o m , w h ile  t h e ir  F re n c h  c o u n te rp a r ts  d e v e lo p e d  l in k s  w ith  [P e t io n ’s] 
r e p u b lic a n  s o u th . . . . T h e  d iv is io n  was re in fo rc e d  b y  a n u m b e r  o f  fa c to rs * th e  p o l i t ic a l 
p re fe re n c e s  o f  th e  F re n c h  (s in c e  th e  o n ly  F re n c h  a b o lit io n is ts  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  H a it i ,  
G re g o ire  a n d  L a fa ye tte , w e re  re p u b lic a n s ) ;  th e  B r i t is h  p re fe re n c e  f o r  m o n a rc h y ; th e  
c u l tu ra l le a n in g s  o f  th e  m u la tto e s , m a n y  o f  w h o se  p a re n ts  h a d  b e e n  e du ca ted  in  F rance , 
w hereas C h r is to p h e  . . . h a d  b e e n  b o r n  in  a B r it is h  c o lo n y . . . . W ilb e r fo rc e  [ th e  B r it is h  
a b o lit io n is t ]  p ro fessed  n e u tra li ty  in  th e  m a tte r ”  (G eggus, “ H a it i  a n d  th e  A b o li t io n is ts , ”
1 2 2 )  . H e ,  h o w e v e r, h a d  p e rs o n a l c o n n e c tio n s  w i th  C h r is to p h e ,  to  w h o m  h e  w ro te , 
w a rn in g  o f  th e  n eg a tive  E u ro p e a n  press. W ilb e r fo r c e  to ld  M a ca u la y  in  l 8 l 7 : “ N e v e r 
have I w o rk e d  h a rd e r  th a n  at m y  H a y tia n  le tte rs ”  (G eggus, “ H a it i  a n d  th e  A b o li t io n is ts , ”
12 3 ) ; w hereas C h r is to p h e  “ w ro te  te m p tin g ly  o f  h o w  h e  w o u ld  l i k e  to  see h is  c o u n tr y ­
m e n  c o n v e rte d  to  P ro te s ta n t C h r is t ia n ity ,  a b a n d o n in g  a C a th o lic is m  w hose  p r ie s ts  
w e re  c o r r u p t  a n d  whose  c h u r c h  d e f  e n d e d  s lavery. . . . W ilb e r fo rc e  re s p o n d e d  by s e n d ­
in g  w o rk s  o n  m o ra lity ,  B ib le s  in  E n g lis h  a n d  F re n c h , a m a n u a l o f  p o l i t ic a l  e c o n o m y  
a n d  h is to r ie s  o f  th e  Je s u its  a n d  th e  I n q u is i t io n ”  (G eg gus , “ H a i t i  a n d  th e  A b o li t io n is ts , ”  

123- 2 4 ).
137. T h e  “ th u m b s c re w  sca n d a l”  o f  1817 b r o u g h t  new s th a t “ a B r i t is h  m e rc h a n t in  

H a i t i ,  suspe cted  o f  b e in g  an  a g e n t f o r  th e  R e p u b lic ,  was t o r tu r e d  o n  C h r is to p h e ’s o r ­
d e rs ”  (G eg gus, “ H a i t i  a n d  th e  A b o l i t io n is t s , ”  1 2 5 ).

H E G E L  A N D  H A I T I



1- IGURL' l O .  < d ia g ra m ,

French Freem asonry, late e ig h te e n th  

ce n tu ry . E so te ric  design byJe a n  - 

B aptis te  W ille rm o z  (B ib l io th e q u e  

n a tio n a le . P a ris ). W ille rm o z . a 

L y o n n a is  bu s in essm a n , was head ol 

an O rd e r  o l the T e m p le  ca lled  S tr ic t 

O bse rvan ce , w h ich  had c o n n e c tio n s  

w ith  B o rd e a u x  and  was s tro n g ly  i n ­

f lu e n c e d  b \  M a r tine s  de Pasqually. 

fo u n d e r  o l the o rd e r  El us C o h e n s , 

a m ys tica l M a so n ry  w ith  the  goal o l 

re in te g ra t in g  h u m a n  b e in gs  to  th e ir  

o r ig in a l sta te  b e fo re  the  A d a m ic  

Fa ll. M a rt in e s . b o rn  in  G re n o b le , 

d ie d  in  1 7 7 4  o n  * he is la n d  o f  S a in t - 

D o m in g u e . See H u t in .  Les Francs- 

■ ilo.i'■«-, 85-90

F IG U R E  I I .  C o s m o lo g ic a l d ia g ra m . H a it ia n  

V o d o u . tw e n tie th  ce n tu ry . R itu a l g ro u n d  

p a in t in g  (veve) f o r  th e  V o d o u  d e it ie s , 

assem b led  a lo n g  a c ro ss-shap ed  axis.

F ro m  D esm ang les. The Faces o f God.

1 0 6 . T h e  oeves. traced  in  p o w d e re d  

substances about the  cen tra l c o lu m n  

o l the V o d o u  d a n c in g  c o u r t ,  “ take 

th e ir  s tru c tu re  1 ro m  Fon and

tra d it io n s  o l sacred g ro u n d  

p a in t in g . . . .  In  the process. L a tin  

C a th o lic  a tt r ib u te s , the  sw ord  o f  St.

[:icq:.-e> M r ijc u r. the  hearts  o l the  M a te r 

D o lo ro s a , and  even rhe - r:v v.

; i have com e to  be in te rs p e rs e d  a lo n g  the p re v a il in g  c ro ss -sh a p e d  axes 

o f  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  •<’ . g ro u n d  (T h o m p s o n , "T h e  F lash  o l the  S p i r i t . ”  3 3 :



F IG U R E  12. T w o -h e a d e d  eagle, 

c ro w n e d , e m b le m  o f  th e  S u p re m e  

C o u n c i l  o f  33 degrees, h ig h e s t o rd e r  

o f  th e  riteecossais (S c o tt is h  r i te ) ,  F re n c h  

F re em ason ry , e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry  

(B ib l io th e q u e  n a tio n a le , P a ris ).

F IG U R E  13. S eneque O b in ,  Haitian Lodge Number 6, i9 6 0 ,  d e p ic t in g  

th e  tw o -h e a d e d  eagle o f  th e  riteecossais. I n  1801, th e  f i r s t  S u p re m e  

C o u n c i l  o f  33 degrees was e s ta b lish e d  in  C h a r le s to n , S o u th  

C a ro lin a , w ith  b o th  A m e r ic a n  a n d  F re n c h  b ro th e rs ;  o n e  o f  th e  la t ­

te r, th e  C o u n t  de  G ra s s e y -T illy , " fo u n d e d  a new  S u p re m e  C o u n c i l  

o n  th e  is le  o f  S a in t - D o m in g u e ” ( H u t in ,  Les Francs~Ma$ons, 1 0 3 ).
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M a rx is t c r it iq u e ) .138 W e have n o  re c o rd  as to  w h e the r these debates 

caused H ege l, as w e ll, to  re c o n s id e r H a i t i ’s “ g rea t e x p e r im e n t.” 

W ha t is c lear is th a t in  an e f fo r t  to  becom e m o re  e ru d ite  in  A fr ic a n  

stud ies d u r in g  the  1820s, H ege l was in  fact b e com ing  d u m b e r.

H e repeated h is  lectu res o n  the  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  h is to ry  every two 

years f ro m  1822 to  1830 , a d d in g  e m p ir ic a l m a te ria l f ro m  his rea d ­

in g  o f  the  E u ro pe an  experts  o n  w o r ld  h is to ry .139 I t  is sad ly ir o n ic

138. D e ve lo p m e n ts  in  H a i t i  w ere in  advance o f  E u ro p e  in  m a k in g  e v id e n t th e  i n ­
adequacies o f  p o l i t ic a l e q u a lity  th a t d id  n o t  address e c o n o m ic  in e q u a lity .  T h e  d o c u m e n ts  
g ra n t in g  fre e d o m  to  slaves in  S a in t -D o m in g u e  in  1794 have been c r it ic iz e d  as b e in g  
e m p ty -h a n d e d , as they  d id  n o t  ch a lle n g e  th e  p ro p e r ty  r ig h ts  o f  th e  la rg e  la n d o w n e rs , 
w hereas th e  sm a ll g a rden s  th a t had bee n  a llo w e d  to  slaves to  c u ltiv a te  w e re  d e e m e d  n o  
lo n g e r  necessary: A lth o u g h  th e  ex-slaves w e re  to ld ,  “ n o  o n e  has th e  r ig h t  to  re q u ire  yo u  
to  w o rk  a s in g le  day aga ins t y o u r  w ishes,”  th e  la n d  b e lo n g e d  r ig h t ly  to  those w h o  in h e r ite d  
o r  b o u g h t  it ,  so th e  ex-slaves needed  to  w o rk ,  as “ th e  o n ly  m eans f o r  y o u r  s u p p ly in g  
[y o u r ]  w ants is th e  p ro d u c e  o f  th e  la n d "  (c ite d  in  F o u ch a rd , HaitianMaroons, 359 “ 16 0 ) .  I t  
was in  e f f  ect S o n th o n a x 's  system  o f  la n d  p o lic y  (m a in te n a n c e  o f  la rg e  estates w h e re  m i l ­
ita ry  d is c ip l in e  gove rne d  th e  la b o re rs )  th a t  was ada p ted  by T o u ssa in t several years la te r  an d  
g e n e ra lize d  by Dessalines's successor in  th e  n o r th ,  C h r is to p h e ,  w hereas P o lve re l's  u n r e ­
a lize d  p ro p o s a l f o r  d is t r ib u t in g  la n d  to  its  c u ltiv a to rs  w o u ld  la te r  be  im p le m e n te d  in  p a r t  
in  P e tio n ’s re p u b lic a n  system ; see C auna, “ P o lv e re l e t S o n th o n a x ,"  5 2 , 53* A f te r  182 3 , 
desp ite  P re s id e n t B o ye r’s c o n t in u a t io n  ( i n  a u n ite d  H a it i)  o f  C h r is to p h e ’s p o lic y , e co ­
n o m ic  p r o d u c t iv ity  was n o t  as h ig h  as had  bee n  h o p e d . B oyer's  Code Rural o f  182 6 , w h ile  
r e a f f i rm in g  e x is tin g  sm a llh o ld in g s , “ re d u ce d  m o s t H a it ia n s  . . .  to  essen tia lly  slave status”  
(D ayan , Hegel, Haiti, and the Gods, 14 ). A n  1827 a r t ic le  in  th e  Edinburgh Review by M acau lay 
re fle c te d  “ g ro w in g  d is i l lu s io n m e n t”  w ith  “ fre e  la b o r "  in  H a it i because o f  its  la ck  o f  p r o ­
d u c t iv ity ;  a n d  a b o lit io n is ts  g e n e ra lly  ceased re fe r r in g  to  th e  H a it ia n  exam p le  (G eggus, 
“ H a it i  a n d  th e  A b o li t io n is ts , "  135 , 13 6 ).

139 . T h e  f i r s t  tw o e d it io n s  o f  th e  le c tu res  o n  th e  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  h is to ry  (1 8 3 7  a n d  
1 8 4 0 ) ,  e d ite d  b y  E . G a n s  a n d  K a r l  H e g e l, d id  n o t  in c lu d e  a l l  o f  th e  e m p ir ic a l m a te r ia l 
o n  w o r ld  c u ltu re s , in  w h a t was th e n  c o n s e q u e n tly  a s lim  v o lu m e . G e o rg  La sso n  was th e  
f i r s t  to  in c lu d e  c o m p re h e n s iv e ly  th e  e m p ir ic a l m a te r ia l in  h is  th re e , eve r m o re  c o m ­
p le te  e d it io n s  (1917. 1 9 2 0 , a n d  1 9 3 0 ). L a sso n  c o m m e n te d  in  h is  e d i to r ia l  n o te s  o n  th e  
in c o m p e te n c e  a n d  e ven  u n s c ru p u lo u s n e s s  o f  th e  e a r lie r  e d ito rs .  “ I t  is  a s to u n d in g  h o w  
m u c h  im p o r ta n t  m a te r ia l was s im p ly  to ta l ly  le f t  o u t  b y  th e  e d ito rs  [G a n s  and  K a r l  
H e g e l—th e  la tte r  b e in g  th e  basis o f  th e  S ib ree  E n g lis h  t r a n s la t io n ] , ”  in  v io la t io n  o f  the  
r ig o ro u s  p r in c ip le s  o f  c r i t ic a l  p h i lo lo g y  (H e g e l,  Die Vernunji in der Geschichte, 274 )  Y e t 
Lasso n  a d m its  th a t he  h im s e l f  d o u b te d  w h e th e r to  in c lu d e  a l l  o f  th e  e th n o lo g ic a l i n ­
fo rm a t io n  th a t e x is ts  i n  H e g e l's  le c tu re  n o te b o o k s , “ w h e n  so m u c h  o f  i t  m u s t  a p p e a r 
o u t  o f  d a te ,”  s p e c ific a lly  “ th e  s p i r i tu a l  essence o f  th e  in h a b ita n ts  o f  A f r ic a ”  ( DieVernunjt 
in der Geschichte, 2 j j ) .  N o te  th a t th e  m a te ria l o n  A f r ic a  th a t appears in  th e  Lasson (a n d  
H o ffm e is te r )  e d it io n s  is as a n  a p p e n d ix  ( “ A n h a n g : D ie  A l te  W e s t -A fr ik a " ) ,  w hereas i t  
is  in c o rp o ra te d  in to  th e  in t r o d u c t io n  in  th e  e d it io n  o f  K a r l  H e g e l (a n d  S ib re e ’s t ra n s ­
la t io n ) ,  w h e re  it  is re d u c e d  f r o m  tw e n ty -o n e  pages to  e ig h t. T h e  latest e d i t io n  o f  H e g e l’s
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tha t the  m ore  fa ith fu lly  h is  lectures re flec ted  E u ro p e ’s con ve n tio n a l 

scho la rly  w isdom  o n  A fr ic a n  society, the  less en lig h te n e d  and  m ore  

b igo te d  they  becam e.140

12

W hy is e n d in g  the  s ilence  o n  H ege l and  H a it i  im p o r ta n t?  G iven  

H e g e l’s u lt im a te  concess ion  to  slavery’s c o n tin u a n c e —m oreove r, 

g ive n  the  f act th a t H e g e l’s p h ilo s o p h y  o f  h is to ry  has p ro v id e d  fo r  

tw o  c e n tu rie s  a ju s t i f ic a t io n  f o r  th e  m ost co m p la c e n t fo rm s  o f  

E u ro c e n tr is m  (H e ge l was perhaps always a c u ltu ra l ra c is t i f  n o t  a 

b io lo g ic a l on e )—w hy is i t  o f  m ore th a n  arcane in te re s t to  re trieve  

f ro m  o b liv io n  th is  fra g m e n t o f  h is to ry , the  t ru th  o f  w h ich  has m a n ­

aged to  s lip  away f ro m  us?

T h e re  are m any possib le answers, b u t  one  is sure ly  th e  p o te n tia l 

f o r  rescu ing  the  idea o f  un ive rsa l h u m an  h is to ry  f  ro m  the  uses to  

w h ich  w h ite  d o m in a t io n  has p u t it. I f  the  h is to r ic a l facts about fre e ­

d o m  can  be r ip p e d  o u t  o f  the  na rra tives to ld  b y  the  v ic to rs  a n d  sal-

le c tu re s  o n  th e  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  h is to r y  (199S ) in c lu d e s  th re e  sep a ra te  v a r ia n ts . T h e  e d ­
i t o r s  c o n c lu d e  th a t, f  o r  a l l th e  c o n tro v e rs y  a m o n g  th e  e d ito rs ,  so lo n g  as n o  d e f in it iv e  
“ f u l l ”  o r  “ m a in ”  text can be  a s c e rta in e d , th e  in te r p r e ta t io n  o f  H e g e l’s p h ilo s o p h y  o f  
h is to ry  “ m u s t  re m a in  s c ie n t if ic a lly  u n s a tis fy in g ”  (H e g e l,  Vorlesungen iiber die Philosophie der 
Weltgeschichte, 5 3 ° ) *

1 4 0 . M y  c o n c lu s io n  h e r e  d o e s  n o t  b e a r  s c ru t in y .  R a th e r,  H e g e l d is to r te d  h is  
sou rces  in  o r d e r  to  f i t  h is  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  h is to ry , as I  d iscuss  in  “ U n iv e rs a l H is to ry , ”  
116—17. T h e  m a s te r-s la ve  d ia le c t ic  becom es a l le g o r ic a l i n  H e g e l’s w r i t in g s ,  a m e ta p h o r  
f o r  any  re la t io n  o f  d e p e n d e n cy , n o t  o n ly  th e  s tru g g le  to  d e a th , b u t  ju s t  as o f te n  those  
th a t  w e re  m e a n t to  be o u tg ro w n . S om e exam ples. In  th e  Encyclopedia ( l 8 4 5 )« th e  s u b je c tio n  
o f  th e  se rva n t is  “ a necessary m o m e n t in  th e  e d u c a tio n  ( Btldung) o f  e ve ry  m a n . . . . N o  
m a n  can , w i th o u t  th is  w i l l - b re a k in g  d is c ip l in e ,  b eco m e  fre e  a n d  w o rth y  to  c o m m a n d ” ; 
o n  n a t io n s  “ B o n d a g e  a n d  ty ra n n y  a re  necessary th in g s  in  th e  h is to ry  o f  p e o p le s " ; f r o m  
Vie Philosophy o f  Religion: “ I  am  n o t one o f  th e  f ig h te rs  lo c k e d  in  th e  b a tt le ,  b u t  b o th ,  a n d  
I  am  th e  s tru g g le  i ts e lf .  I  am  f i r e  a n d  w a te r ”  ( K e l ly ,  “ H e g e l's  ‘L o r d s h ip  a n d  B o n d a g e ,” ’ 
2 7 l ) .  I t  is in  th e  1825 s u m m e r sem este r o n  th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g y  o f  s p i r i t  th a t we have 
a v e rs io n  o f  m a s te r and se rva n t s tre ss in g  as th e  good  aspect o f  b e in g  a se rvan t th e  m o ­
m e n t o f  fre e d o m  in  w o rk  its e l f ;  see N o e r r ,  SinnlichkeitundHerrschaft, 4 6 —47
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vaged fo r  o u r  ow n t im e , then  the  p ro je c t o f  un ive rsa l fre e d o m  does 

n o t need to  be discarded bu t, ra ther, redeem ed and reco ns titu ted  on  

a d i f f  erent basis. H ege l’s m o m e n t o f  c la r ity  o f  th o u g h t w o u ld  need to  

be juxtaposed to  tha t o f  o thers at the  t im e : T o u s s a in t-L o u v e rtu re , 

W o rd sw o rth , the A b b e  G re g o ire , even Dessalines. F o r a ll his b r u ­

ta li ty  an d  revenge aga ins t w h ites , D essalines saw th e  re a lit ie s  o f  

E u ro pe an  rac ism  m ost clearly. Even m o re , H e g e l’s m o m e n t w o u ld  

need to  be ju x ta p o s e d  to  the  m o m e n ts  o f  c la r ity  in  a c tio n : the  

F rench  so ld ie rs  sent by N a p o le o n  to  the  co lo n y  w ho, u p o n  h e a rin g  

these fo rm e r  slaves s in g in g  the  “ M a rs e illa is e ,”  w o nd e red  a lo u d  i f  

th e y  were n o t f ig h t in g  o n  th e  w ro n g  side; th e  P o lish  reg im en t u n d e r  

L e c le rc ’s com m a nd  w h o  disobeyed o rd e rs  and re fused  to  d ro w n  six 

h u n d re d  cap tu red  S a in t-D o m ig u a n s .141 T h e re  are m any exam ples 

o f  such c la rity , and they  be lo ng  to  n o  side, n o  one g ro u p  exclusively. 

W hat i f  every t im e  tha t the  consciousness o f  in d iv id u a ls  surpassed 

the  c o n fin e s  o f  p resen t c o n s te lla tio n s  o f  po w e r in  p e rc e iv in g  th e  

concre te  m e a n in g  o f  freed om , this were va lued  as a m o m e n t, h o w ­

ever tra n s ito ry , o f  the  re a liz a tio n  o f  absolute s p ir i t?  W ha t o th e r  s i­

lences w o u ld  need  to  be b ro k e n ?  W ha t un d isc ip lin e d  s tories  w o u ld  

be to ld ?

141. See Jam es, Black Jacobins, 318. D e ssa lin e s , in g r a t i t u d e ,  a n d  in  a c k n o w le d g ­
m e n t o f  w h a t th e  Poles s u ffe re d  at h o m e  (he  r e f  e r re d  to  th e m  a p tly  as “ th e  w h ite  neg roes 
o f  E u ro p e , ”  as P o lis h  s e r fd o m  was n o t  d is t in g u is h a b le  f r o m  s la ve ry ), a llo w e d  th e m  to  
stay in  H a i t i  a f te r  in d e p e n d e n c e  (w he reas  a l l o th e r  w h ite s  w e re  b a r re d  b y  A r t ic le  12 o f  
th e  1805 c o n s t itu t io n  f r o m  o w n in g  p ro p e r ty ;  see D a yan , Hegel, Haiti, and the Gods, 2 4 » 
D a yan  n o te s  th a t  som e G e rm a n s  a n d  w h ite  w o m e n  m a r r ie d  t o  b lacks  w e re  a lso  a llo w e d  
to  s tay). P a ch o n sk i an d  W ils o n  r e p o r t  th a t “ fre e m a s o n ry  h a d  n u m e ro u s  ad h e re n ts  in  
th e  114th [P o lis h ]  D e m ib r ig a d e  a n d  was at th e  same t im e  . . . w e ll ro o te d  a m o n g  San 
D o m in g o 's  p o p u la t io n ”  (P a c h o n s k i a n d  W ils o n ,  Polands Caribbean Tragedy, 3 0 9 ;  see a lso  
138 , 2 8 3 ) .
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First Remarks

T o d a y ’ s  N E O L I B E R A L  H E G E M O N Y  sets the  stage f o r  “ U n iv e rs a l 

H is to ry ” th a t co n tin u e s  in  the  s p ir i t  o f  “ H ege l and  H a it i”  to  u n ­

ea rth  c e r ta in  rep ress ions  s u r ro u n d in g  the  h is to r ic a l o r ig in s  o f  

m o d e rn ity . P resent rea litie s  dem and such h is to r ic a l rem app ings  as 

an a lte rna tive  to  th e  fantasies o f  c lash ing c iv iliza tio n s  and  exc lus io n ­

ary re d e m p tio n s . T h e  essay works th ro u g h  the  h is to r ic a l spec ific ities  

o f  p a r tic u la r  experiences, a p p ro a c h in g  the  un ive rsa l n o t by sub ­

s u m in g  facts w ith in  ove ra rch ing  systems o r  h o m o g e n iz in g  prem ises, 

b u t by a tte n d in g  to  the  edges o f  systems, the  lim its  o f  p rem ises, th e  

b o u n d a rie s  o f  o u r  h is to r ic a l im a g in a tio n  in  o rd e r to  trespass, t r o u ­

ble, and  tea r these b o u n d a rie s  dow n . T h e  task is to  re c o n fig u re  the  

e n lig h te n m e n t p ro je c t o f  un ive rsa l h is to ry  in  the  co n te x t o f  o u r  

to o -s o o n  and  n o t-y e t g lob a l p u b lic  sphere. I t  may be described  as 

a new  h u m a n is m , b u t i f  so, th e n  w ith o u t the  id e o lo g ica l im p lic a ­

tio n s  th a t the  s u ffix , - is m , usua lly  im p lie s . T h e  a rg u m e n t is s im p ly  

th a t w i th  g loba l challenges o n  every level, f ro m  the  m ost m a te r ia l to  

the  m ost m o ra l, un ive rsa l h is to ry  m atters.

79



I N T R O D U C T I O N  TO PART T W O

Three Images

W hat happens w hen , in  the  s p ir it  o f  d ia lec tics , we tu rn  the  tables, 

a n d  c o n s id e r H a it i  n o t as th e  v ic t im  o f  E u ro p e , b u t  as an agent in  

E u ro p e ’s c o n s tru c t io n ?  T h e  q u e s tio n  can be a p p ro ache d  in  th e  

fo r m  o f  a rebus, a p ic tu re  puzzle , com posed o f  th re e  images.

T h e  f ir s t  is f ro m  V o lta ire ’s Candide, p a rt o f  a series o f  i l lu s t ra ­

tio n s  by the  a r t is t  J e a n -M ic h e l M o re a u  le Jeune , th a t accom pan ied  

the  appearance o f  th e  f ir s t  Oeuvres completes de Voltaire in  I j S j . 1 O n e  

o f  f o u r  scenes M o re a u  chose to  il lu s tra te  f r o m  Candide, i t  shows the 

h e ro ’s e n c o u n te r in  th e  D u tch  co lo n y  o f  S u rin a m  w ith  a slave w ho 

has been physica lly m u tila te d  by his m aster. T h e  slave expla ins, “ [ I ] t  

is  the  custom . . . . W hen  we w o rk  in  the  sugar m ills  and we catch o u r  

f in g e r  in  the  m ills to n e , they cu t o f f  o u r  h a n d ; w hen  we try  to  ru n  

away, they cu t o f f  a leg .”  T h e  ca p tio n  o f  M o re a u ’s i l lu s t ra t io n  c o n ­

sists o f  th e  slave’s c o n c lu d in g  w o rd s : “ I t  is at th is  p r ic e  th a t y o u  eat 

sugar in  E u ro p e .” 2

W hen  M oreau  designed a second set o f  p r in ts  fo r  the  1803 e d i­

t io n ,  he o m itte d  th is  scene com p le te ly . M a ry  B e llh o u se  makes a 

c o n v in c in g  case tha t, w h ile  in  V o lta ire ’s Candide ( f ir s t  p u b lis h e d  in  

1759) D u tc h  S u rin a m  is a d isp lacem en t fo r  the  F rench  c o lo n y  o f  

s u g a r-r ic h  S a in t-D o m in g u e , th e  slave re v o lu tio n  o n  th a t is land  is 

the  source o f  the  i l lu s t ra to r ’s la te r o m is s io n . She traces the  g e n e r­

a lly  changed n a tu re  o f  F rench  v isu a l c u ltu re  w ith  the  o u tb re a k  o f  

the  H a it ia n  re v o lu tio n , f  ro m  d e p ic tio n s  o f  blacks as “ in fa n t il iz e d , 

subserv ien t, and  d is m e m b e re d ” to  th e ir  p o rtra y a l as phys ica lly  v i ­

o le n t and dangerous ly  sexualized actors, re d u c in g  w h ites  to  “ bodies

1. T h e  im a g e  is  a fo cu s  o f  in v e s t ig a t io n  in  th e  c a re fu lly  resea rched  a r t ic le  b y  B e l l -  
h o u se , “ C a n d id e  S h o o ts  th e  M o n k e y  L o v e rs ,”  74 I —84 .

2 . B e llh o u s e , “ C a n d id e  S h o o ts  th e  M o n k e y  L o v e rs ,”  75^ .
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in  p ieces,”  a psychic th re a t to  em asculate E u ro p e a n  w h ite  m ales.3 

A p p ly in g  psychoana lytic  lo g ic  as the  in te rp re tiv e  to o l,  she analyzes 

M o re a u ’s early  im age in  nuanced de ta il, d isco ve rin g  the  “ m u lt ip le  

s ig n if ie rs  o f  ‘p h a ll ic ’ p o w e r” in  the  hands o f  the  w h ites (C a n d id e ’s 

w a lk in g  stick , r i f le ,  legs), in  con tra s t w ith  the  m u tila te d  slave in  

shadows, whose “da rk  s k in  c o lo r  is lin k e d  to  d is m e m b e rm e n t.” 4.

W h a t ju s t i f ie s  re s is tin g  such  an ap p ro a ch  to  th is  p a r t ic u la r  

im age? S ure ly  i t  is n o t  fo r  a lack o f  a p p re c ia t io n  o f  F reud , whose 

h e rm e n e u tic  m ethods  have lo n g  p roved  th e o re tic a lly  p ro d u c tiv e . 

B u t th e re  is so m e th in g  lo s t w h en  the  th e o re tic a l apparatus o f  psy­

choanalysis is m apped d ire c tly  o n to  a p o lit ic a l analysis o f  the  c o l­

lec tive  unconsc ious , lo s t to  b o th  sides o f  the  in te rp re tiv e  process, 

th e  p e rs o n a l (p sy c h o lo g ic a l)  and the  p o lit ic a l (s o c ia l) . G ra n te d , 

B e llh o u se  recognizes th a t the  im ages e lude  “ one  stable re a d in g .” 5 

A n d  i t  w o u ld  be c h u r lis h  to  re jec t an a ffec tive  re a d in g  a lto ge th e r 

by re d u c in g  in te rp re ta tio n  to  the  s im p le  f act tha t i f  M oreau  had re ­

peated h is  e a r lie r  i l lu s t ra t io n ,  i t  w o u ld  n o t  have passed th e  F rench  

censors in  1803 ; o r  to  c o u n te r th a t James B a rlo w ’s i l lu s tra t io n s  fo r  

M arcus R a in s fo rd ’s h is to ry  o f  H a it i  (1 8 0 5 ) de p ic ted  freed slaves as 

classic and ca lm  re v o lu tio n a ry  heroes; o r  to  no te  th a t the  Paris m ob  

was described as soc ia lly  an d  sexually o u t o f  c o n tro l even th o u g h  i t  

was o ve rw h e lm in g ly  w h ite . S t ill ,  i f  th e re  is anxie ty expressed in  the 

im age o f  the  m u tila te d  slave, we o u g h t n o t to  exclude c o n s id e ra tio n  

th a t i t  was lo d g e d  in  the  re a lity  o f  the  socia l s itu a tio n , w h ic h  can no t 

be reduced  to  the  ca s tra tio n  fears o f  m e n .6

3. “ T h e  lo n g  t r a d i t io n  in  F re n c h  v isu a l c u ltu re  o f  re p re s e n t in g  th e  b la c k  m a n  as 
in fa n t i l iz e d ,  s u b s e rv ie n t, a n d  d is m e m b e re d  was u p se t b y  th e  e r u p t io n  o f  m assive v io ­
le n c e  in  S a in t -D o m in g u e  in  A u g u s t  I 7 9 1* 3 da te  th a t  m a rk s  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  H a i ­
t ia n  R e v o lu t io n  a n d  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  a ru p tu re  in  th e  F re n c h  ra c ia liz e d  re g im e  o f  v isua l 
s ig n if ic a t io n ” (B e llh o u s e , “ C a n d id e  S hoots th e  M o n k e y  L o v e rs ,”  7 6 0 ) .

4 .  B e llh o u s e , “ C a n d id e  S hoo ts  th e  M o n k e y  L o v e rs ,”  75 ^ .
5 . B e llh o u s e , “ C a n d id e  S h o o ts  th e  M o n k e y  L o v e rs ,”  7^ 7 -
6 . I  a m  aware th a t f o r  L a c a n ia n  th e o r is ts ,  th e  p e n is  is  n o t  th e  p h a llu s ,  a n d  a ll 

psych ic  m e a n in g s  are s o c ia lly  m e d ia te d . T h a t  i ts e l f  is n o t  th e  p ro b le m . R a th e r, b y  t ip p in g  
th e  fo cu s  o f  a na lys is  to w a rd  th e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l,  o n e  loses th e  d ia le c t ic a l te n s io n  o f  th e
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In  M o re au ’s image, p o litica l and econom ic  im po tence  converge. 

Slavery’s existence as a p ro fita b le  in s t itu t io n ,  m an ifes tly  v is ib le  in  the 

slave w ho has lo s t bo th  leg and ha nd , was itse lf fr ig h te n in g  to  E u ro ­

peans, and  i t  m ade a d iffe re n c e  w here  one stood in  the  soc ioeco­

n o m ic  h ie ra rch y  as to  w h a t th a t fea r e n ta ile d .7 N o t a l l g u il t  is sexual 

in  o r ig in . T h e  f ig u re  o f  C and ide  expresses the  un d e n ia b le  p o lit ic a l 

experience o f  g u ilt  th a t we hum ans fee l w hen w itness ing  s o m e th in g  

deep ly w ro n g  w ith  the  p r in c ip le s  th a t g o ve rn  o u r  everyday w o r ld . 

S o m e th in g  in  the  o f f ic ia l o rd e r—e v id e n t b u t  n o t  acknow ledged, 

spoken  a b o u t b u t  n o t k n o w n —c o n tra d ic ts  its  ow n sense o f  m o ra l 

r ig h t .  B u t because the  a u th o r itie s  w h o  speak f o r  th e  w h o le  to le ra te , 

p ra c tice , an d  b e n e fit  f ro m  it ,  th is  o rd e r  con tinu es . T h e  tru th ,  ava il­

able to  conscious p e rce p tio n , is at the same tim e “disavowed,” to  use 

S ib y lle  F ische r’s fe lic ito u s  te rm , and  m o ra l im a g in a tio n  f in d s  its e lf  

in  c o n f lic t  w ith  social obed ience .8 P o lit ic a l g u ilt  has its  own am biva­

lence, because re fu s in g  to  do  y o u r soc ia lly  p re sc rib e d  d u ty  in  o rd e r  

to  do  r ig h t  en ta ils  b e in g  a t r a ito r  to  the  co llec tive  th a t c la im s you  

(th ro u g h  n a tio n  o r  class, re lig io n  o r  race) and r is k in g  the  loss o f  the 

co llec tive ’s p ro te c t io n  as a consequence.

c r it iq u e ,  th e  a rg u m e n t th a t  psych ic  “ h e a lth "  p a ra d o x ic a lly  d e m a n d s  a d a p tin g  to  a n  u n ­
h e a lth y  s o c ia l re a lity .

7. T o  see f  ear o f  c a s tra tio n  as th e  sou rce  o f  E u ro p e a n  rac ism , p ro p e lle d  by ru m o rs  
o f  a t ro c it ie s  c o m m itte d  b y  r e b e l lin g  c o lo n ia l slaves, a n d  to  re a d  th a t fe a r  in  th e  v isu a l 
s te re o type s in  th e  “ a tro c ity  p r in ts "  o f  p h y s ic a lly  th re a te n in g , sexua lized  b la c k  m ales, is  
to  s h o r t - c i r c u i t  p re c ise ly  th e  h is to r ic a l s p e c if ic ity  th a t  B e llh o u s e ’s research so b r i l l ia n t ly  
d iscloses. I n  a d o p t in g th e p re -O e d ip a l,  L a ca n ia n  language o f  des ire  a n d  loss ( th e  m a im e d  
slave f ig u re s  as Laca n 's  “ b o d y  in  p ieces"), she is le d  to  a h is to r ic it y  a g a in s t h e r  in te n t .  
“A c c o rd in g  to  p sych o a n a ly tic  th e o ry , th e  m a le  is  nece ssa rily  th re a te n e d  w i th  fe e lin g  i n ­
a de qua te  in  re la t io n  to  o t h e r  m e n , because th e  p r o d u c t io n  o f  th e  m a s c u lin e  rests o n  
c o m p a r is o n  w i th  an  u n k n o w n  fo re c lo se d  im a g o . I t  is f o r  th is  reason th a t th e  s tru c tu re  o f  
h ie ra rc h y  has such a deep purchase  o n  m a le  s u b je c t iv ity "  (B e llh o u s e , “ C a n d id e  S h o o ts  
th e  M o n k e y  L o v e rs ,”  7^ 7 )* W h e re  is  d i f f e r e n t ia t io n  o f  re c e p t io n  h e re ?

8 . F is c h e r, Modernity Disavowed. I t  is t r o u b l in g  h o w  e ffe c tiv e  o f f ic ia l  d isavow a l can 
be  d e s p ite  th e  e x is ten ce  o f  d e m o c ra t ic  in s t i tu t io n s .  T h e  U .S .  g o v e rn m e n t has engaged 
in  c o n t in u o u s  d isavow a l to  wage its  W a r o n  T e r r o r ,  d is a v o w in g  k n o w n  fac ts , f o r  w h ic h  
th e  c o u n tr y  as a w h o le  is th e n  re s p o n s ib le . I t  takes a socia l m o v e m e n t to  c h a lle n g e  such 
d isavow a l.
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T h is  i s w hat I had i n  m in d  w ith  the  exam ple o f  the  F rench  s o l­

d ie rs  in  S a in t-D o m in g u e  w ho, h e a rin g  th e  o ff ic ia lly  nam ed  enemy, 

the  s e lf- l ib e ra t in g  slaves s in g in g  the F rench re v o lu tio n a ry  an them , 

q u e s tio n e d  w h e th e r th e y  w ere  n o t f ig h t in g  o n  the  w ro n g  side; o r  

the  P o lis h  re g im e n t w h o  re fused  to  d ro w n  th e ir  S a in t-D o m in g u a n  

captives and  were la te r acknow ledged as c itizens  o f  “ B lack H a it i ”  by 

a g ra te fu l Dessalines.9 T h e  m o ra l u n ive rsa lity  to  w h ich  such actions 

appeal is in  the  reg is te r o f  the  negative—the c o n d itio n s  are not r ig h t  

w hen ju d g e d  by the  o f f ic ia l values themselves—ra the r tha n  im p o s in g  

one ’s o w n  m o ra lity  o n  o th e rs .10 Such g u i l t  has its  source in  the  gap 

between re a lity  and socia l fantasy, ra th e r than between re a lity  and  

in d iv id u a l fantasy. I t  can tu r n  in te rp re tiv e  analysis in to  p o lit ic a l 

c r it iq u e  by b re a k in g  th e  o f f ic ia l s ilence th a t sanc tions  th e  w ro n g  

state o f  th in g s .

We do  n o t need Lacan ian th e o ry  to  in te rp re t,  as a second rebus, 

S p ino za ’s w ak ing  v is io n  in  1664, re p o rte d  by le tte r  to  his f r ie n d ,  a 

D u tch  m e rch a n t, “ o f  a c e rta in  black and m angy B ra z ilia n , w h om  I 

had never seen b e fo re .” 11 Spinoza was a pe rs is ten t c r it ic  o f  the  a to m ­

is tic  in d iv id u a lis m  o f  h is  co n te m p o ra ry , H obbes, and  in s is ted  o n  

the  in te rre la tedn ess  o f  h u m a n  be ings , a n t ic ip a t in g  H ege l by  m o re  

th a n  a cen tu ry . As a p h ilo s o p h e r, he ch a m p io n e d  th e  r ig h ts  o f  the  

physica lly em pow ered “ m u lt itu d e ,”  and yet lik e  la te r E n lig h te n m e n t

9. See above, “ H e g e l a n d  H a it i , ”  75 -
10 . T h is  is  n o t  a n  e x te n s io n  o f  th e  E u ro p e a n  n a r ra tiv e ’s c la im  o n  u n iv e rs a lity ,  b u t  

p re c is e ly  th e  c r it ic a l expo sure  o f  th e  u n t r u th  o f  th a t c la im .
I I  “ W h e n  o n e  m o r n in g  ju s t  at d a w n  I  aw oke f r o m  a v e ry  deep  sleep, im age s w h ic h  

cam e to  m e d u r in g  sleep w e re  as v iv id  to  m y  eyes as i f  th e y  h a d  been rea l, in  p a r t ic u la r  
th e  im a g e  o f  a c e r ta in  b la c k  a n d  m a n g y  B ra z il ia n  . . . w h o m  I  h a d  n e ve r seen b e fo re . 
T h e  im a g e  d isa p p e a re d  f o r  th e  m ost p a r t  w h en , as a d iv e rs io n ,  1 f ix e d  m y  eyes o n  a 
b o o k  o r  s o m e th in g  else, b u t  as soon  as I  tu rn e d  m y  eyes away f r o m  such  a n  o b je c t w h ile  
lo o k in g  a t n o th in g  in  p a r t ic u la r ,  th e  same im age  o f  th e  same E th io p ia n  k e p t a p p e a r in g  
w ith  th e  sam e v iv idness  a g a in  a n d  a g a in  u n t i l  i t  g ra d u a lly  d isa p p e a re d  f r o m  s ig h t ”  (c ite d  
in  M o n ta g , Bodies, Masses, Power, 8 7 ) .  M o n ta g  observes, “ S p in o za 's  w o rk  f ro m  b e g in n in g  
to  e n d  re m a in s  h a u n te d  by f ig u re s  o f  th e  in a s s im ila b le , the  e xce p tio n s  to  th e  d e m ocracy  
w ith o u t  e x c e p tio n s , and  s im u lta n e o u s ly  by th e  im p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  t h e ir  e x c lu s io n ”  (Bodies, 
Masses, Power, 8 6 ) .
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th in k e rs , he closed his eyes to  the  socia l exc lus ions w ith  w h ic h  the 

m u ltitu d e  was r id d le d . “W h o  is th is  B ra z ilia n ,”  W arren  M on ta g  asks, 

“ i f  n o t a con densa tion  o f  a ll those w h o m  Spinoza w o u ld  lega lly deny 

a vo ice . . . [w ho ] taken to g e th e r com p rise  a n u m e r ic a l m a jo r ity  in  

any g iven society: w om en , slaves, wage la b o u re rs , fo re ig n e rs ?  T h e y  

are the  m u ltitu d e  whose rea l pow er n o  laws, n o  c o n s titu t io n s  can 

make d isappear and  whose very existence p o lit ic a l p h ilo s o p h y  seeks 

p rec ise ly  in  its  m ost l ib e ra l fo rm s  active ly  to  deny.” 12

T h e  c r it ic a l w r it in g  o f  h is to ry  is a c o n tin u o u s  strugg le to  libe ra te  

the  past f ro m  w ith in  the  un con sc iou s  o f  a co llec tive  th a t fo rg e ts  the  

c o n d itio n s  o f  its  ow n  existence. These c o n d itio n s  are b ro u g h t back 

to  us in  V o lta ire ’s slave, whose m iss ing  h a n d  stands in  f o r  H ege l’s 

d e s c r ip tio n  o f  the  d iv is io n  o f  la b o r ’s effects, the  in te n s if ie d  tem po  

an d  d u ll in g  re p e t it io n  th a t d ism em bers  the  m in d  and  the  body, so 

th a t the  socia l and  the  psych o log ica l are in e x tr ic a b ly  in te rre la te d . 

T h e  associative l in k  is in  H e ge l’s cho ice  o f  w o rds fo r  the  m o d e rn  

la b o r process: “ Abstumpfung* ( “ s tu n tin g ,”  “ d u l l in g , ”  “ t ru n c a t in g ” ), 

trans la ted  in to  E n g lish  as “ e m a scu la tion .” 13

A  f in a l im age, a th ird  rebus, is a p p ro p r ia te . A d a m  S m ith , w ho 

d ied o n  the  eve o f  the  Paris and S a in t-D o m in g u e  re vo lu tio n s , w ro te  

tha t the  w o rk  o f  slaves was de a re r to  th e ir  m asters than  th a t o f  

fre e m e n , and  he condem ned  slavery as an in to le ra b le  obstacle to  

h u m a n  progress. Yet he was fu lly  aware o f  the  en o rm o us  p ro fits  o f  the  

sugar p lan ta tion s—p a rtic u la r ly  in  Barbados and S a in t-D o m in g u e — 

despite the  fact tha t a ll the  w o rk  was done by slaves. Was i t  n o t, the n , 

a case o f  disavowal th a t S m ith ’s o n ly  weakness was c o n s u m in g  lu m ps  

o f  sugar? A n  eyewitness reca lls:

12. M o n ta g , Bodies, Masses, Power, 8 7 . M o n ta g  specu lates o n  th e  basis o f  th e  B ra z ilia n  
c o n n e c t io n  th a t S p in o z a , a Je w  e x c o m m u n ic a te d  f o r  heresy, fe lt  an  a f f in i t y  w ith  th e  
m a n g y  slave, a n  awareness th a t as outcasts  th e y  a re  ‘“ o b je c tive  a llie s ' in  a c o m m o n  s tru g ­
g le ”  ( Bodies, Masses, Power, 8 8 )

13 T h is  is  A v in e r i ’s t ra n s la t io n  o f  Abstumpfung ( A v in e r i ,  Hegels Theoty o f the Modern 
State, 9 4 ) .
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W e sh a ll n e ve r f  o rg e t o n e  p a r t ic u la r  e v e n in g  w h e n  [A d a m  S m ith ]  

p u t  a n  e ld e r ly  m a id e n  la d y  w h o  p re s id e d  at th e  te a - ta b le  to  sore 

c o n fu s io n  b y  n e g le c t in g  u t te r ly  h e r  in v i ta t io n  to  be sea ted, a n d  

w a lk in g  r o u n d  a n d  r o u n d  th e  c irc le , s to p p in g  eve r a n d  a n o n  to  

steal a lu m p  f r o m  th e  sug a r basin , w h ic h  th e  ven e ra b le  s p in s te r was 

at le n g th  c o n s tra in e d  to  p lace o n  he r o w n  knee, as the  o n ly  m e th o d  

o f  s e c u r in g  i t  f r o m  h is  u n e c o n o m ic a l d e p re d a tio n s . H is  a p p e a r­

ance m u m p in g  th e  e te rn a l sugar was s o m e th in g  in d e s c r ib a b le .14

14 C i te d  in  Rae, Life o f  Adam Smith, 3 3 8 .  “ I t  is  p ro b a b ly  th e  same s to ry  R o b e r t  
C h a m b e rs  g ives  in  h is  Traditions o f  Edinburgh, a n d  he  m akes th e  scene S m ith ’s o w n  p a r lo u r ,  
a n d  th e  e ld e r ly  sp in s te r  h is  c o u s in , M iss Jean D o u g la s ”  (LifeofAdam Smith, 3 3 8 ) .  Was th e  
lu m p - s u g a r  c o m p u ls io n  a d is p la c e m e n t o f  S m ith 's  sexua l d e s ire  f o r  h is  c o u s in , w h o  
m ig h t  have been c o n s id e re d  “ e ld e r ly ”  a t a re la tiv e ly  y o u n g  age, and  w hose o w n  a m b iva ­
le n c e  was s ig n a le d  by p la c in g  th e  suga r bas in  o n  h e r  la p ?  In s is te n c e  o n  th e  d ia le c t ic a l 
in te r r e la t io n s h ip  o f  th e  p e rs o n a l a n d  th e  p o l i t ic a l w o u ld  th e n  necessita te  th e  q u e s tio n , 
h o w  d id  th e  w o m a n  as o b je c t o f  ( i l l i c i t )  sexua l d e s ire  b e co m e  associa ted  w i th  s u g a r in  
th e  f i r s t  p lace?
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1. H a iti and the Creation o f Europe

Slavery in  E urope

C O U L D  S L A V E R Y  H A V E  taken  ro o t  in  the  c o lo n iz in g  m e trop o les  o f  

E u ro pe ?  T h e  answer to  th is  q u es tio n  was con tested ra th e r  th a n  as­

sured. W ha t made c o lo n ia l slavery m o d e rn  was its  cap ita lis t fo rm , 

e x tra c tin g  m a x im u m  value b y  exhausting  b o th  la n d  a n d  la b o r to  f i l l  

an insa tiab le  co n su m e r dem and created by the  ad d ic tive  p ro du c ts  

themselves (tobacco, sugar, coffee, ru m ). Forged o u t o f  the m ost c u r ­

re n t econom ic forces, why w o u ld  the p la n ta tio n  system not become the 

d o m in a n t fo rm  o f  in d u s tr ia l la b o r in  E urope  as w e ll as the  co lon ies? 

T h e  fact tha t today we f in d  i t  d i f f ic u l t  to  im a g in e  a M ancheste r te x ­

t i le  re v o lu t io n  pow ered  by the  la b o r o f  A fr ic a n ,  Ir is h , and E n g lish  

slaves, o r  a fo rm  o f  cap ita lism  not synonym ous w ith  “ fre e ” la bo r, o r  

eco n o m ic  m o d e rn iza tio n  as an y th in g  b u t the  in v e n tio n  o f  the (w h ite ) 

n a tio n s  o f  the  West, attests to  the  e ffec tive  lim its  placed o n  o u r  h is ­

to r ic a l im a g in a tio n s  by the  b o u n d a ry  concepts o f  race, n a tio n , and
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m o d e rn  progress tha t were c o n s tru c te d  in  large p a r t to  close o f f  

these possib le  a lte rna tives .

“ T h e re  is n o  in h e re n t reason tha t slavery s h o u ld  be in c o m p a ti­

b le  w ith  the idea l o f  a fu n c tio n a l o r  u t i l i ta r ia n  state,”  w rite s  D a v id  

B r io n  Davis, as he describes fo r  the B r it is h  case the  in te rco n n e c tio n s  

am ong C a ribbean slavery, the a b o lit io n is t m ovem ent, cap ita lis t class 

in te res ts , and  the am b iguous t r iu m p h  o f  free  la b o r, stressing the 

con ting en cy  o f  these e lem ents’ h is to r ic a l coalescence.1 E nslavem ent 

o f  E uropeans was fa r  f ro m  a sho ck in g  idea in  the  seventeenth and 

ea rly  e ig h te e n th  ce n tu rie s  w hen , as a w o rk fo rce , the  p r im a ry  issue 

in  eva lua ting  slavery was m a in ta in in g  socia l o rd e r  ra th e r th a n  m ax­

im iz in g  p ro fits .  D o m es tic  slavery was endorsed by T h o m a s  H obbes, 

J o h n  Locke , an d  Sam uel P u fe n d o r f  as a sa lu ta ry  s o lu t io n  to  the  

p ro b le m  o f  p ro v id in g  socia l d is c ip lin e  f o r  the  g ro w in g  nu m b e rs  o f  

so -ca lle d  “ masterless m en” —id le rs , c r im in a ls , vagabonds, and pa u ­

p e rs .2 P enal slave la b o r  was c o m m o n .3 In d e n tu re d  se rv itude  was an

1. D a v is , Problem o f  Slavery in the Age o f  Revolution, 2 6 3 .
2 . “ F o r  T h o m a s  H o b b e s , s lavery was an  in e v ita b le  p a r t  o f  th e  lo g ic  o f  p o w e r; th e  

b o n d s m a n  h a d  n o  cause f o r  c o m p la in t  w h e n  he  was p ro v id e d  w ith  sus tenance  a n d  se­
c u r it y  in  exchange  f o r  b e in g  g o v e rn e d . S a m u e l P u fe n d o r f  ag reed  . . . th a t  s lavery was 
th e re fo re  a h ig h ly  u s e fu l in s tru m e n t  o f  soc ia l d is c ip l in e ,  w h ic h  m ig h t  solve th e  p ro b le m  
o f  E u ro p e ’s id le rs ,  th ie v e s , a n d  vag a b o n d s . J o h n  L o c k e  re c o m m e n d e d  c o m p u ls o ry  
la b o r  f o r  E n g la n d ’s la n d le ss  p o o r ,  a n d  e sp e c ia lly  f o r  t h e ir  s m a ll c h i ld r e n  w h o  n e e d e d  
to  be  ‘ in u r e d  to  w o rk . ' F ra n c is  H u tc h e s o n ,  o n e  o f  th e  p r im e  sou rces  o f  a n t is la v e ry  
th o u g h t ,  a lso a rg u e d  th a t n o th in g  was so ‘e f fe c tu a l’ as p e rp e tu a l b o n d a g e  in  p r o m o t in g  
in d u s t r y  a n d  r e s tra in in g  s lo th ,  e spe c ia lly  in  th e  ‘lo w e r  c o n d it io n s  o f  soc ie ty .' H e  th e re ­
fo r e  a rg u e d  th a t s la ve ry  s h o u ld  be  th e  ‘o r d in a r y  p u n is h m e n t o f  such  id le  v a g ra n ts  as 
a f te r  p r o p e r  a d m o n it io n s  a n d  t ry a ls  [sic.] o f  te m p o ra ry  s e rv itu d e , c a n n o t be  engaged 
to  s u p p o rt them se lves a n d  th e ir  fa m ilie s  b y  any u s e fu l la b o u rs '"  (D avis , Problem o f  Slavery,
2 6 3 - 6 4 ) .

3 . “ I t  is a lm o s t u n iv e rs a lly  b e lie v e d  b y  E u ro p e a n  a n d  A m e r ic a n  w r ite rs  a n d  re a d ­
ers o f  h is to r y  th a t  s lavery was a b o lis h e d  in  th e  n o r th e r n  p a r t  o f  W e s te rn  E u ro p e  by th e  
la te  M id d le  A ges. Y e t in  F ra n ce , S p a in , E n g la n d  an d  th e  N e th e r la n d s ,  a severe fo r m  
o f  ens lavem ent o f  E u rop eans  by E u rop eans  was to  d e ve lo p  a n d  f lo u r is h  f r o m  th e  m id d le  
o f  th e  f if te e n th  c e n tu ry  to  w e ll in to  th e  n in e te e n th .  T h is  was pen a l s lavery, b e g in n in g  
w ith  ga lle y  s lavery a n d  c o n t in u in g  w ith  . . . pen a l s lavery in  p u b lic  w o rk s "  (P a tte rso n , 
Slavery and Social Death, 4 4 ) .  R e ce n tly  in  th e  U n ite d  States, p e n a l slave la b o r  has bee n  p r o ­
posed as a n  a lte rn a tiv e  to  il le g a l im m ig r a n t  la b o r  f o r  use in  p r iv a te  e n te rp r is e .
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established means o f  sup p ly ing  workers fo r  the co lon ies, th e ir  bodies 

so ld  and  th e ir  la b o r e xp lo ite d  w ith  the  same callousness and c ru e lty  

as slaves.

B u t  the m id -e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry  saw a q u ite  sudden s h ift :  “ [B ]y  

th e  1760s, even th e  m ost a rd e n t p ro p o n e n ts  o f  s oc ia l u t i l i t y  re ­

f ra in e d  f r o m  re c o m m e n d in g  slavey as th e  m ost su itab le  c o n d it io n  

fo r  E ng land 's  p o o r .” 4 T h e  reason f o r  in c re a s in g  m isg iv ings  was an 

awareness o f  the  rea lity  o f  New  W o rld  slavery, as the  slave p o p u la tio n  

in  the  co lon ies m ush room ed  and p ro d u c tio n  bo om e d . Because the 

c ru e lty  o f  the  system was n o t o n ly  a p p a llin g  b u t at the  same t im e  

c le a rly  e ffective  as a te ch n iq u e  o f  la b o r  d is c ip l in e , its  im p lic a tio n s  

c o u ld  n o t be ig n o re d . T h e  slave la b o r  system o n  the  N ew  W o r ld  

p la n ta tio n s  bo re  “a surface resem blance, to  say the  least,”  to  the  ex­

p e rim e n ts  o f  B r it is h  in d u s tr ia lis ts , and  the  in n o va tio n s  o f  p ro d u c ­

t io n  described  by  A d a m  S m ith .5 A lth o u g h  la te r  h is to r ia n s  w o u ld  

argue th a t cap ita lis t m o d e rn iz a tio n  was in c o m p a tib le  w ith  the  i n ­

e ffic ie n c ie s  o f  slave la b o r, th e  issue th e n  and , in  fact, always, is n o t  

o n ly  h o w  to  e xp lo it la b o r m ost e ff ic ie n tly , b u t  h o w  to  com pe l th e  la ­

b o re rs  to  com p ly .

In  a clear case o f  disavowal, the  greater the  vo lum e o f  A f r ic a n  

slavery, and con se q u e n tly  the  m o re  p o ro u s  (hence f ic t io n a l)  th e  

bo u n d a ry  between s lave -ho ld ing  co lon ies and  slave-re jecting  E urope  

becam e, the  m ore  s tr in g e n t were th e  laws passed in  an a ttem pt to  

re in fo rc e  it .  T h e  m o re  f req ue n t the  inc idences o f  s la v e - in it ia te d  

revo lts  in  the  c o lo n ie s  th a t p ro ve d  th e ir  des ire  fo r  fre e d o m , the  

m o re  recep tive  Europeans were to  theories  o f  Negroes as n a tu ra lly

4- Davis, Problem o f  Slavery, 2 6 4
5 - D avis , Problem o f  Slavery, 4 5 9 - “ W h ile  E n g lis h  soc ie ty  in c re a s in g ly  c o n d e m n e d  th e  

in s t i tu t io n  o f  s lavery, i t  a p p ro v e d  e x p e r im e n ts  in  la b o r  d is c ip l in e  w h ic h  ap p e a re d  to  
g ra v ita te  to w a rd  th e  p la n ta t io n  m o d e l.  . . . S la v e h o ld e rs  a n d  in d u s t r ia l is ts  sh a re d  a 
g ro w in g  in te re s t n o t  o n ly  in  su rve illa n ce  a n d  c o n t ro l b u t  in  m o d ify in g  th e  c h a ra c te r  
a n d  h a b its  o f  t h e i r  w o rk e rs ”  (Problem o f  Slavery, 4 5 ® )-
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de stine d  to  slavery.6 “ Slavery was n o t b o rn  o f  rac ism ; ra th e r, rac ism  

was th e  consequence o f  slavery,” w ro te  E r ic  W ill ia m s  in  1944* and  

recen t scho la rsh ip  c o n f irm s  i t . 7 E uropeans b u i l t  con ce p tu a l b a r r i ­

ers o f  d iffe re n c e  in  the  fo rm  o f  spa tia l d is tin c t io n s  be tw een n a tio n  

and  co lon ies , a rac ia lized  d is t in c t io n  o f  Negro slavery, and  legal d is ­

t in c t io n s  as to  the  p ro te c t io n  o f  persons, in  o rd e r  to  segregate free  

E u ro p e  f ro m  c o lo n ia l practices. C o u r t  cases are especially revealing, 

as A fr ic a n  slaves w ith in  E urope  made use o f  p r in c ip le s  o f  an c ie n t 

l ib e r ty  to  cha llenge th e  very  le g a lity  o f  th e ir  ens lavem en t, te s tin g  

the  cus tom ary  b e lie f  in  b o th  France and E ng la nd  th a t fre e d o m  was 

guaranteed to  anyone w h o  set fo o t o n  e ith e r  c o u n try ’s so il. T h e  p a r­

ticu la rs  o f  the  cases were d iffe re n t,  b u t  the  co n c lu s io n  was the same: 

love o f  lib e rty  w o u ld  re q u ire  d is c r im in a tio n  o n  the basis o f  race. Slave 

and N egro  (negre) began to  appear in  the  discourse as synonym ous.

In  France, the  cou rts  had lo n g  recogn ized a geograph ic  d iv is io n  

in  the  L ib e r ty  p r in c ip le ,  a ckn o w le d g in g  the Code N o ir o f  1685 as 

“ necessary and a u th o r iz e d ”  fo r  the c o lo n ie s .8 B u t F rench  so il in  

E u ro p e  was c la im ed  to  be d is t in c t and  sacred g ro u n d . A  roya l e d ic t 

o f  1716 tha t a llow ed l im ite d  residence o f  slaves in  the  com pany o f  

th e ir  m asters was ro u t in e ly  ig n o re d  by th e  parlements, w h ich  g ra n ted  

fre e d o m  to  h u n d re d s  o f  slaves o n  the  ra c e -b lin d  g ro u n d  tha t slavery 

was ille g a l in  F rance  to u t  c o u r t.  W hen  the n u m b e r  o f  A fr ic a n s  

w i th in  F rance was s t i l l  re la t iv e ly  sm a ll, such m a g n a n im ity , w h ile  

c a rry in g  l i t t le  cost, was in  accord  w ith  the  n a t io n ’s idea o f  its e lf.

6 . Tackey’s R e vo lt in  Jam a ica  (1 7 6 0 ) was th e  f i r s t  o f  a se ries  o f  su ch  re vo lts  th a t 
p ro v e d  p rec ise ly  th e  o p p o s ite : “ M a jo r  p lo ts  and  re vo lts  subsequen tly  e ru p te d  in  B e rm u d a  
and  N e v is  (1761), S u r in a m e  (1 762 , 1763, 1768—7 2), Jam a ica  (1 7 6 5 ,1 7 8 6 . 1776) . B r it is h  
H o n d u ra s  (1785* 1788, 1773)* G re n a d a  (1 7 6 5 ), M o n ts e rra t (1 7 6 8 ), St. V in c e n t  (1769— 
73), T o b a g o  ( l 77° *  I 77 I * I 774 )* S t. C ro ix  a n d  S t. T h o m a s  ( l 77°  a n d  a fte r ) ,  a n d  St. K i t ts  
(1 7 7 8 )”  (L in e b a u g h  a n d  R e d ike r, Matty-Headed Hydra, 2 2 4 ) .  In  th e  1760s a n d  I 77° s» th e re  
w e re  a lso m u lt ip le  re v e rb e ra tio n s  o n  th e  N o r th  A m e r ic a n  c o n t in e n t .

7 . W il l ia m s ,  Capitalism &  Slavery, J .
8 . Peabody, “N o  Slaves m France,”  3 6
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E lim in a t io n  o f  slavery as an in s t i tu t io n  was no t the  m o t iv a t io n .9 

“ T h e  in te n t  o f  bes tow ing  fre e d o m  on  those w h o  trave led  to  France 

was to  p reven t slavery fro m  e n te r in g  the  m e tro p o lis , n o t to  increase 

the num bers o f  freed m en  in  the  co lon ies,”  w rites Sue Peabody, whose 

w o rk  traces a s h ift  d u r in g  the  e ig h te en th  c e n tu ry  as the  category o f  

race appeared in  legal d iscou rse , and  the  p r in c ip le  tha t “ th e re  are 

n o  slaves in  F ra n ce ” began to  be in te rp re te d  in  a way th a t m ade 

A fr ic a n  blacks an e x c e p tio n .10

T h e  em ergence o f  rac ia l d is t in c t io n s  guaranteed the  p ro p e r ty  

r ig h ts  o f  m asters, w h ile  p o lic in g  the b o u n d a ry  between slaves and 

lib e r ty .  T h e  la n d m a rk  case was Francisquev. Brtgnon ( l 759)» w on by 

p ro v in g  tha t F ranc isque , b o rn  in  In d ia ,  was no t a negre despite  h is  

d a rk  sk in , hence the  p r in c ip le  o f  L ib e r ty  a p p lie d .11 In  1777* a series 

o f  decrees kno w n  as the  Police desNoirs p ro h ib ite d  the  im m ig ra t io n  o f  

N egroes and  m u la tto e s , w h e th e r slave o r  fre e , an d  a tte m p te d  to  

p re ve n t social a n d  sexual in te g ra tio n  th a t w o u ld  b lu r  rac ia l d is t in c ­

t io n s  o n  w h ic h  the  L ib e r ty  p r in c ip le  now  d e p e n d e d .12

9 .  P eabody re fe rs  to  “ w h a t was e sse n tia lly  a m y th ic a l re la t io n s h ip  betw een F rance  
a n d  fre e d o m *  ( “NoSlavesm France,”  2 9 ) .

10 . “ F re n c h  c h a m p io n s h ip  o f  th e  a b s tra c t n o t io n  o f  f re e d o m  c o u p le d  w i th  th e  
p e rs is te n t ,  in d e e d  e x p a n d in g ,  re a li ty  o f  s la ve ry  in  th e  c o lo n ie s  n e ce ss ita te d  a 
ju s t i f i c a t io n  w h e re b y  th e  e n s la v e m e n t o f  som e p e o p le s  an d  n o t  o th e rs  c o u ld  be  ex­
p la in e d .  . . . T h a t  ra tio n a le  p ro ve d , in  th e  s h o r t  ru n ,  to  be  ra c is m ”  (P eabody, “N o  Slaves 
in France,”  6 8 —6 9 ) .

11. F ra n c is q u e ’s law yers  a rg u e d  ‘ “ I t  is t r u e  th a t  h is  nose  is  a b i t  la rg e , h is  l ip s  a 
l i t t le  fa t.  B u t, d is re g a rd in g  h is  c o lo r,  he  lo o k s  m o re  E u ro p e a n  th a n  m a n y  E u ro p e a n s  
w h o  n e e d  o n ly  b la c k  s k in  to  a p p e a r A f r ic a n . ’ . . . th e  law yers l in k e d  A f r ic a n  fe a tu re s  to  
t h e i r  s e rv itu d e , ‘b y  th e ir  ig n o b le  app ea rance  (figure ignoble), th e  n e g ro e s  o f  A f r ic a  seem 
to  b e  m o re  e sp e c ia lly  d e s tin e d  to  s lavery*”  (P eabody, “N o  Slaves in France,”  6 5 —6 6 ) .

12. T h e  g o v e rn m e n t a tte m p te d  to  p r o h ib i t  in te rm a rr ia g e  in  F rance  betw een  races, 
rega rd le ss  o f  th e  sta tus o f  th e  N e g ro , slave o r  f re e . P o n ce t de  la  G rave , c h a rg e d  b y  th e  
k in g  w ith  im p le m e n tin g  th e  Police desNoirs, l in k e d  A f r ic a n s  w ith  th e  sp read  o f  v ene rea l 
disease: “ c o n ta m in a t io n ”  as a consequence o f  th e  sexual m in g l in g  o f  th e  races. A lth o u g h  
these decrees w ere  e ro d e d  d u r in g  th e  re v o lu t io n ,  N a p o le o n  re in s ta te d  th e m  in  1 8 0 2  
(P eabody, “N o  Slaves in  France,”  I 2 4 —25 )* M is c e g e n a tio n  was a fe a r  in  E n g la n d  as w e ll— 
s p e c if ic a lly  o f  b lack  f  reem en in  th e  m e tr o p o lis .  Sergeant Davy, d e fe n d in g  S o m e rse t in  
h is  case f o r  f re e d o m , n o n e th e le s s  w ished  to  p re v e n t th e  in f lu x  o f  N e g ro es in  E n g la n d :
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In  E ng land , the  p ivo ta l legal ba ttle  was in  1772, w hen the  C o u r t  

ru le d  m  fa v o r o f  the  s lave jam es Som erset, whose counsel, Sergeant 

Davy, argued fam ously, “ E ng la nd  was to o  p u re  an A i r  f o r  Slaves to  

b rea the  in ”—a m yth , n o  m o re  h is to r ic a lly  accurate th a n  the F rench  

c la im  tha t “ th e re  are n o  slaves in  F rance ” 13—and the  m o tiv a tio n  was 

s im ila r :  “ [D avy] made i t  c lear th a t the  a ir  o f  E ng la nd  was also to o  

p u re  f o r  a N e g ro  to  b re a th e  in .  H e  w ished  to  p re ven t th e  in f lu x  o f  

N egroes.” 14 T h e  S om erset case d e fin e d  slavery as essentia lly  “ u n -  

B r it is h , ”  an “ a lie n  in tru s io n ” w h ich  c o u ld  be to le ra ted  at best, as an 

u n fo r tu n a te  p a r t o f  the c o m m e rc ia l an d  c o lo n ia l “ o th e r -w o r ld . ” 15 

S tr ik in g  is th e  fac t th a t th e  d e c is io n  rested o n  acknow ledg ing  c o lo ­

n ia l slavery as new, “ an in n o v a t io n  u n k n o w n  to  c o m m o n  law  and  

‘to ta lly  d if fe re n t ’ f ro m  an c ie n t v ille in a g e .” 15 As such, i t  was n o t p r o ­

tec ted  by E n g la n d ’s a n c ie n t lib e r t ie s ,  and  P a r lia m e n t was f ree to  

regu la te  i t  b y  po s itive  law, as i t  was already re g u la tin g  the  slave trade 

and c o lo n ia l go ve rn ance . F o r a ll the  s e lf-c o n g ra tu la to ry  m o ra l 

righteousness tha t greeted th e  B r it is h  dec is ion  in  th e  Som erset case, 

“ E n g lish  c o u rts  en do rsed  n o  p r in c ip le s  th a t u n d e rm in e d  c o lo n ia l 

slave law.” 17

“ ‘f o r  n o w  we have som e A c c id e n ts  o f  C h i ld r e n  b o r n  o f  an  O d d  C o lo u r . ’ U n le ss  a law  
w e re  passed to  p re v e n t such im m ig r a t io n ,  Davy sa id , ‘I  d o n 't  k n o w  w h a t o u r  P roge ny  
m ay be, I m ean o f  w h a t C o lo u r . ’ ”  (D a v is , Problem o f  Slavery, 4 9 5 )*

13. See Peabody, N o Slaves in France.
14. D a v is , Problem o f  Slavey, 4 9 5 * “ S o m e rs e t’s c o u n s e l e m p h a s iz e d  th e  d a n g e r o f  

a u g m e n tin g  th e  e x is tin g  a n d  f re e - f lo a t in g  p o p u la t io n  o f  som e 14.OOO to  15.OOO blacks 
w h o  w e re  te rm e d  ‘fo re ig n  s u p e rf lu o u s  in h a b ita n ts  . . .  a n a t io n  o f  e n e m ie s  in  th e  h e a rt 
o f  th e  s ta te .’ . . .  B y th e  I 77° s  th e re  was a g ro w in g  fe a r o f  th e  a b a n d o n e d  a n d  u n e m ­
p lo y e d  b lacks  in  L o n d o n ”  (Problem o f  Slave try, 4 9 5 )*

15. S im u lta n e o u s ly , “ in c re a s in g  n u m b e rs  o f  E n g lis h  w o m e n  a n d  c h i ld r e n  w ere  
b e in g  p u s h e d  in to  m in e s , m il ls ,  a n d  w o rkh o u se s , w h e re  d e h u m a n iz in g  la b o r, p h ys ica l 
p u n is h m e n t ,  sexua l e x p lo ita t io n ,  a n d  d iv is io n  o f  fa m ilie s  a p p ro x im a te d  th e  ‘ u n -  
E n g lis h ’ ev ils  th a t a b o lit io n is ts  se lec te d  as th e ir  p r im e  ta rg e ts  o f  a tta c k ”  (D a v is , Problem 
o f  Slavey, 4 0 2 ) .

16. D avis , Problem o f  Slavery, 3 7 6
17. D a v is , Problem o f  Slavery, 501 .
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W ere there slave la bo re rs  em p loyed  ille g a lly  in  E u ro p e ?  T h e  

fact th a t substantive d o c u m e n ta tio n  is la ck in g  does n o t s u rp rise  us, 

as th a t is w hat an ille g a l im m ig ra n t  la b o r fo rc e  is a l l  abou t. T h e re  

is am ple evidence tha t lega l decisions were n o t even ly  ap p lie d  across 

the  n a tio n ; ju r id ic a l d e ce n tra liza tio n  was the  ru le , and  p o r t  cities 

were lik e ly  to  be m ost lax in  an tis lavery  e n fo rc e m e n t. T h e  law its e lf  

p ro v id es  evidence fo r  the  existence o f  E u ro pe an  slave la b o r by what 

i t  deem ed necessary to  p ro h ib it .  Davis notes, “ in  1773 P ortuga l f o r ­

bade th e  e n try  o f  B ra z ilia n  slaves o r  free  blacks, w ho were said to  

co n s titu te  u n f  a ir  c o m p e tit io n  to  do m estic  la b o r.” 18 In  rh e to r ic  tha t 

seems m ore p e rfo rm a tiv e  than  de sc rip tive , a B r it is h  c o u r t  case in  

1771 acknow ledged the  u n fo r tu n a te  need f o r  slavery in  A m e ric a : 

“ B u t the  slavery o f  negroes is unnecessary in  E n g la n d .” 19 A  le tte r  

by the  G e rm a n  poe t K lo p s to c k  is in tr ig u in g ,  p ra is in g  th e  D a n ish  

k in g  as be in g  “ th e  f ir s t  am ong  a ll the  E u ro p e a n  pow ers to  declare 

th a t hum ans no  lo n g e r be h a n d le d  as c o m m o d itie s  ( Waare) , ” and 

th a t th e  Danes s h o u ld  n o  lo n g e r use N e g ro  slaves f o r  a g r ic u ltu ra l 

la b o r (Feldarbeit).”  20 T h e  D a n ish  k in g s  p r o h ib it io n  as described  by 

K lo p s to c k  was u n iv e rs a l re g a rd in g  the h a n d lin g  o f  “ h u m a n s ” as 

c o m m o d itie s  (D e n m a rk  was th e  f i r s t  E u ro p e a n  c o u n try  to  ab o lish  

th e  slave tra d e 21), u n lik e  the  c o u r t  cases we have been d e sc rib in g , i t

18. D a v is , Problem o f  Slavery, 4 9 5 -
19. C i te d  in  D a v is , Problem o f  Slavery, 4 8 8 .
2 0 . “ D e r  K o n ig  v o n  D a n n e m a rk  . . . d e r  z u e rs t u n te r  a l ie n  e u ro p a is c h e n  

M a c h te n  b e fo h le n  h a t, dass d ie  M e n s c h e n  n ic h t  la n g e r  w ie  W aare b e tra c h te t w e rd e n , 
u n d d ie  D a n e n  n ic h t  m e h r z u ih r e r  F e ld a rb e it  N e g e r-S k la v e n  b ra u c h e n  s o llte n "  (c ite d  
in  Sa ine, Black Bread—White Bread, 27 7 )* Was K lo p s to c k  r e fe r r in g  to  th e  2 5  M a rc h  1791 
D a n is h  O rd in a n c e  f o r  th e  G o o d  O r d e r  o f  S e rfs ?  D e n m a rk ’s c o n s id e ra b le  re fo rm s  
m ade a c le a r d is t in c t io n  b e tw e en  la b o r  in  D a n is h  a g r ic u ltu re  an d  th e  h o t  c lim a te  p r o ­
d u c t io n  o f  th e  C a r ib b e a n  p la n ta t io n s .  K lo p s to c k  re ce ive d  f in a n c ia l s u p p o r t  f r o m  th e  
D a n is h  a r is to c ra t E r n s t  S c h im m e lm a n n , a p ro g re ss ive  r e fo rm e r  w h o  in h e r ite d  a f o r ­
tu n e  b u i l t  in  p a r t  f r o m  c o lo n ia l slave p r o d u c t io n ,  a n d  in  p a r t  f r o m  s e r f - p r o d u c e d  
a g r ic u lt u r e  in  D e n m a rk .  H is  w ife  h e ld  a sa lo n  a t t h e i r  s u m m e r  re s id e n c e  n o r t h  o f  
C o p e n h a g e n .

21 O n  16 M a rc h  1792, F re d e r ik  V I  as R e g e n t issu ed  an  e d ic t  to  a b o lis h  th e  slave 
tra d e  th a t cam e in to  e ffe c t o n  I  Ja n u a ry  18 0 3 .  T h e  K in g  was less ra c is t th a n  m a n y  o f
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opposed m ak ing  A fr ic a n  slave la b o r  an exce p tio n , a n d , g iven  the 

fact tha t the  Danes d id  n o t p r o h ib it  slave la b o r in  the fie ld s  o f  th e ir  

co lo n ie s  u n t i l  1848 , the  “ a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o r ”  to  w h ic h  K lo p s to c k  

re fe rs  w o u ld  appear to  have been in  D e n m a rk  its e lf.  K lo p s to c k ’s 

le tte r, p u b lis h e d  in  Minerva in  J a n u a ry  I 793» was w r it te n  a fte r  the  

s e lf- l ib e ra t io n  o f  th e  slaves o f  S a in t-D o m in g u e . W ith in  a decade, 

the  very  success o f  the  H a it ia n  R e v o lu t io n  in te n s if ie d  rac ism  as a 

m eans o f  segregating E u ro p e  f ro m  the im p a c t o f  g loba l events. B u t 

the  s to ry  is n o t o n e -s id e d .

In c o m p le te  R e v o lu tio n

T oussa in t L o v e r tu re ’s c o n s t itu t io n  o f  1801, w ith o u t a d o u b t, to o k  

un ive rsa l h is to ry  to  th e  fa rth e s t p o in t  o f  p rogress b y  e x te n d in g  the  

p r in c ip le  o f  L ib e r ty  to  a ll res iden ts  regardless o f  race, in c lu d in g  

p o lit ic a l refugees w h o  sough t asylum  f ro m  slavery elsewhere, c o m ­

p e l l in g  the  F rench  Jaco b ins  (a t least te m p o ra r i ly )  to  fo l lo w  th e ir  

lead .22 T h is  end  to  th e  c o n d it io n  o f  slavery c a n n o t be overestim ated. 

T h e  license  f o r  to r tu re  and  physica l b ru ta li ty  o f  a ll k in d s  was no w

h is  su b je c ts , a n d  le d  th e  m o v e m e n t f o r  r e fo r m .  I n  1 8 0 2 , a le g a l ap p e a l b y  th e  slave 
H ans J o n a th a n ,  to  d e c id e  “ w h e th e r h is  p resence  in  D e n m a rk  a u to m a tic a l ly  m ade  h im  
f re e ,"  was d e c id e d  a g a in s t th e  p la in t i f f :  “ T h e  ir o n y  was th a t, th e  S o m e rs e t case o f  3 0  
yea rs  n o tw ith s ta n d in g  a n d  th e  s u s p e n s io n  o f  th e  D a n is h  t ra n s a t la n t ic  tra d e  in  th e  ve ry  
sam e year th a t th e  case cam e b e fo re  th e  c o u r t ,  i t  answ ered th e  q u e s tio n  in  th e  n e g a tive " 
( H a l l ,  Slave Society, 3 5 ) .  H a ll re c o rd s  th e  D a n is h  O rd in a n c e  I  m e n t io n  in  th e  p re c e d in g  
n o te , b u t  he  does n o t  c la r i fy  its  c o n te n ts , o r  add ress th e  q u e s tio n  o f  b la c k  slave la b o r  
w i th in  D e n m a rk  (Slave Society, 3 6 ) .

7.7.. L o u v e r tu r e ’s 1801  C o n s t i t u t io n  f o r  S a in t - D o m in g u e  ( s t i l l  th e  c o lo n y  o f  
F ra n ce ) states u n e q u iv o c a lly :  “ slaves m ay n o t  e x is t in  th is  t e r r i to r y ,  s e rv itu d e  is  fo re v e r  
a b o lis h e d . H e re  a l l m en  a re  b o r n ,  live , and  d ie  fre e  and  F re n c h ."  A n d  fu r th e r .  “A l l  
m e n , w h a te ve r t h e ir  c o lo r ,  a re  h e re  a d m is s ib le  to  a l l e m p lo y m e n ts ”  ( c ite d  in  F isch e r, 
Modernity Disavowed, 2 6 3 , 2 6 6 ) .  F isch e r is  c o r re c t  to  c o n c lu d e  th a t w h ile  th e  F re n c h  D e c ­
la ra t io n  o f  R ig h ts  as “ u n iv e rs a l"  was in  fac t l im it e d  to  F re n c h  c it iz e n s ,  th e  t e r r i t o r ia l ly  
l im ite d  g u a ra n te e  o f  r ig h ts  in  th e  S a in t -D o m in g u e  c o n s t itu t io n  w e re  m o re  u n iv e rs a l 
in  t h e ir  a p p lic a b il ity ,  l i te ra l ly ,  to  any  p e rs o n  w h o  e n te re d  its  t e r r i t o r y  (F is c h e r, Modernity 
Disavowed, 2 6 6 ) .
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d e n ie d . Legal status m a tte re d . B u t the  H a it ia n  experience  taugh t 

E u ro p e  a very  d if fe re n t lesson as w ell, tha t free  la bo r need n o t be 

u n d is c ip lin e d  la bo r, n o r  d id  the  c o n s titu tio n a l e l im in a t io n  o f  fac ia l 

segregation p reven t the  sus ta in ing  o f  social h ie ra rch ies o f  sk in  c o lo r 

and  class, as m u la tto  s u p e r io r ity  and  sta te-bestow ed p riv ile g e  be ­

cam e p e rm a n e n t features o f  H a it ia n  society.23 N e ith e r  L o u v e rtu re  

n o r  Dessalines desired a n y th in g  b u t the  c o n t in u a t io n  o f  the  p la n ­

ta t io n  la b o r system, now  e m p lo y in g  fre e m e n  as wage la bo re rs , b u t 

s t i l l  geared tow a rd  m ax im um  p ro d u c t io n  fo r  e x p o r t.24 T h e  m o d e l 

was m il ita ry  d is c ip l in e  th a t had already de m on s tra te d  its  capacity to  

organ ize the  slave insu rgen ts . D u b o is  w rite s , “ the  fig u re  o f  the  m ale 

s la v e -tu rn e d -s o ld ie r was c ru c ia l fo r  the shap ing  o f  em a n c ip a tio n  in  

the  F rench C a ribb ea n , where m il ita ry  service w o u ld  be the rea lm  in  

w h ic h  f reedom  was m ost accessible to  ex-slaves.” 25 W h ile  th is  allowed 

fo r  some socia l m o b il i ty  regardless o f  ba ckg ro u n d , i t  also p ro v id e d  

the id e o lo g ica l le g it im a tio n  fo r  c o n tin u e d  la b o r e x p lo ita t io n  o n  the

2 3 . F is c h e r c ites  T r o u i l lo t ’s d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  c o n t r a d ic t io n ,  “ th e  H a it ia n  state 
a n d  th e  H a it ia n  n a t io n  w e re  la u n c h e d  in  o p p o s ite  d i re c t io n s ” ; she c o m m e n ts . 
“ W hereas  th e  n a t io n  co n g e a le d  a ro u n d  n o t io n s  o f l i b e r t y  f r o m  slavery, th e  s ta te  in  fac t 
in h e r i t e d  the  s o c ia l and e c o n o m ic  in s t i tu t io n s  f r o m  c o lo n ia l t im e s , w h ic h  re q u ire d  a 
re g im e n te d  la b o r  fo rc e "  (Modernity Disavowed, 2 6 9 ) .

2 4 . U n d e r  T i t le  V I  o f  T o u s s a in t ’s c o n s t itu t io n  o f  1801 “ th e  c o lo n y  b e in g  essen­
t ia l ly  a g r ic u ltu ra l,  i t  c a n n o t s u f fe r  th e  sm a lle s t d is r u p t io n  in  th e  o p e ra t io n  o f  its  p la n ­
ta tio n s  . . . each  o n e  o f  w h ic h  is a 'm a n u fa c tu re ’ w h ic h  re q u ire s  th e  jo in in g  to g e th e r  
o f  th e  p la n te rs  a n d  th e  w o rk e rs ."  T h is  was th e  b e g in n in g  o f  “ a g ra r ia n  m il i ta r is m , "  a sys­
te m  o f  re g im e n te d  la b o r  th a t w ith  D e ssa lines ’s c o n s t itu t io n  re m a in e d  bas ica lly  in ta c t  
(see F is c h e r , Modernity Disavowed, 2 6 6 —6 7 ). T o u s s a in t ’s fo re ig n  p o lic y  a d o p te d  th e  re v ­
o lu t io n a r y  in te r n a t io n a lis m  o f  th e  G ir o n d in .  B o th  h e  a n d  D e ssa lines  in v a d e d  n e ig h ­
b o r in g  S a n to  D o m in g o  in  o r d e r  to  f re e  th e  slaves, a n  act o f  r e v o lu t io n a r y  
in te r n a t io n a lis m  th a t  p a ra lle le d  th e  fo r e ig n  p o l ic y  o f  th e  G ir o n d in ,  a n d  N a p o le o n  
h im s e lf .  T o u s s a in t h a d  p la n s  to  t u r n  th e  w e s te rn  p a r t  o f  S a n to  D o m in g o  (w h e re  s m a ll 
in d e p e n d e n t fa rm e rs  p re d o m in a te d )  in to  p la n ta t io n s ,  w i th  d is c ip l in e d  la b o r  fo rce s , 
a c c o rd in g  to  th e  a g ra r ia n  m il i t a r is t  m o d e l.

25 - D u b o is , A Colony o f  Citizens, 162. F o ra  d iscu ss io n  o f  th e  “ p r o fo u n d  cleavage" b e ­
tw e e n  “ th e  p o lic ie s ,  th e  e c o n o m ic  o r ie n ta t io n ,  a n d  p h ilo s o p h y "  o f  T o u s s a in t a n d  th e  
peasants o f  S a in t -D o m in g u e ,  see F ick , Making o f  Haiti, 2 0 9 ,  213, 222 , 237—5° -  A t  th e  
e n d  o f  T o u s s a in t ’s re g im e ,  “ g e n e ra l e m a n c ip a t io n  h a d , in  m a n y  ways, b e c o m e  l i t t le  
m o re  th a n  a p o l i t ic a l  a b s tra c tio n  w ith  n o  m e a n in g fu l substance  in  th e  d a i ly  lives  o f  th e  
g re a te r  m ass o f  b la c k  la b o re rs "  (The Making o f  Haiti, 2 2 2 ) .
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p la n ta tio n s , a system th a t came to  be ca lled  “ a g ra ria n  m il ita r is m ” 

(caporalisme ograire) . 25 In  the  A m ericas, social s tra t if ic a tio n  became in ­

teg ra ted in to  the  id eo log y  o f  c o lo n ia l in d e p e n d e n c e .26 27 So h is to ry  

is n o t o n ly  abou t H a it i ’s v ir tu e  an d  E u ro p e ’s s in . T h e re  is a “ d a rke r 

s id e ” w ith in  b o th  experiences o f  m o d e rn ity .28

In  the Age o f  R e v o lu tio n , l ib e r ty  and e q u a lity  were now here  

w ith o u t q u a lif ic a tio n . B r it is h  antis lavery activists fo llo w e d  la b o r de ­

ve lop m en ts  in  T o u ssa in t’s reg im e  closely, as w o rk e r d is c ip lin e  was 

u p p e rm o s t in  th e ir  m in d s . “T h e  re fo rm e rs  feared, above a ll else, 

th e  k in d  o f  u n c o n tro lle d  be h a v io r th e y  already associated w ith  u n ­

ru ly  whites—the very class o f  ‘id le  vagrants’ th a t lib e ra ls  [b e fo re  the 

m id -1 7 0 0 s ] . . . had w anted  to  have enslaved.” 29 Davis d iscerns in  

B r it is h  an tis lavery w r it in g s  “ an a lm ost obsessive con ce rn  w ith  id e ­

a liz in g  h ie ra rc h ic a l o rd e r ,”  d e s c r ib in g  one o f  th e ir  n u m b e r, the 

R e ve re nd jam e s  Ramsay, as m ak ing  “ n o  a tte m p t to  d isgu ise h is  ad -

2 6 . “ T h e  a t te m p t to  c o n t r o l  th e  p o p u la t io n  o f  p la n ta t io n  la b o re rs  in  S a in t -  
D o m in g u e  c o n s t itu te d  a c o n t in u a l c o n c e rn  f o r  th e  a d m in is t ra to rs  w h o  succeeded S o n -  
th o n a x ,  n o ta b ly  T o u s s a in t L o u v e r tu re  h im s e lf .  I n  th e  la te  I 79 ° s» T o u s s a in t L o u v e rtu re  
was p a r t ic u la r ly  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  re b u ild in g  th e  p la n ta t io n  eco n o m y in  o rd e r  to  p ro d u c e  
c o m m o d it ie s  f o r  e x p o rt ,  n o ta b ly  as a way o f  p u rc h a s in g  p ro v is io n s  f o r  th e  c o lo n y  an d  
w eapons a n d  a m m u n it io n  f o r  h is  a rm y . In  th is  c o n te x t,  he  p e rfe c te d  th e  system , based 
o n  th e  p o lic ie s  o f  S o n th o n a x  a n d  s im i la r  to  th a t  o f  H u g u e s  in  G u a d e lo u p e , w h ic h  r e ­
q u ire d  p la n ta t io n  la b o re rs  to  c o n t in u e  w o rk in g  o n  th e  p la n ta tio n s "  (D u b o is ,  “ I n s c r ib ­
in g  R ace ," 1 0 3 ).

2 7 * T h e  h ie ra rc h ie s  o f  s o c ia l p r iv i le g e  in c lu d e d  C re o le  v . A f r ic a n - b o r n ,  m u la t to  
v. b la c k , s la v e -b a c k g ro u n d  v. f re e , la n d h o ld e r  v p la n ta t io n  w o rk e r ,  o f f ic e r  v. fo o ts o l-  
d ie r .  S im o n  B o liv a r ,  le a d e r o f  c o lo n ia l in d e p e n d e n c e  in  V e nezue la , c o n c lu d e d  o n  th e  
basis o f  th e  H a it ia n  R e v o lu t io n  “ th a t  slave e m a n c ip a t io n  p ro v id e d  th e  key  to  in d e ­
p e n d e n c e .”  B u t  “ even  th e  L ib e r a to r  assu red  s la v e h o ld e rs  th a t  h is  p o lic y  a ro s e  f r o m  
m il i t a r y  necessity  and  s h o u ld  n o t  be  c o n fu se d  w ith  genera l e m a n c ip a t io n .  D u r in g  1819 
a n d  1 8 2 0  th e  p a t r io t  a rm y  in  w e s te rn  N e w  G ra n a d a  e n lis te d  n e a r ly  th re e  th o u s a n d  
N e g ro  slaves, b u t  G e n e ra l F ra n c is c o  de P a u la  S a n ta n d e r f in a l ly  p u t  a n  e n d  to  su ch  re ­
c r u itm e n t  a n d  o rd e re d  a l l  n e g ro e s  n o t  nee ded  b y  th e  a rm y  to  r e tu r n  to  th e  m in e s "  
(D av is , Problem o f  Slavery, 8 1 ).

28. T h e  ph ra se  is  f r o m  M ig n o lo ,  Darker Side o f  the Renaissance.
2 9 * D avis , Problem o f  Slavery, 3 0 4 *  “ T h e  re a lly  se riou s  q u e s tio n , w h ic h  h a d  n o th in g  

to  d o  w ith  ra c ia l c h a ra c te r is t ic s , was w h e th e r  e m a n c ip a te d  slaves w o u ld  g re a t ly  a u g m e n t 
th is  in tra c ta b le  p o p u la t io n ?  W o u ld  th e  fre e d  b la c k  fa i l  to  show  u p  f o r  w o rk ? ”  (Problem 
o f Slavery, 3 0 4 ) .
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m ira t io n  fo r  the  d is c ip lin e  o f  the  sugar p la n ta tio n .” 30 In s is t in g  o n  

re a d in g  the a b o lit io n is t  tracts in  con tex t, Davis conc ludes: “As re ­

fo rm e rs  g rapp led  w ith  the p ro b lem s o f  c rim e , pauperism , and la b o r 

d is c ip lin e , they seemed to  be u n co n sc io u s ly  h a u n te d  by th e  im age 

o f  th e  slave p la n ta tio n  . . . S laveholders and  in d u s tr ia lis ts  shared a 

g ro w in g  in te res t n o t o n ly  in  surve illance and c o n tro l b u t in  m o d ify ­

in g  the  cha rac te r and  hab its  o f  th e ir  w o rk e rs .” 31 T ra c in g  the  th rea d  

o f  E ng lish  a b o lit io n is m , Davis is able to  show c le a rly  the  com p le x ity  

o f  L ib e r ty  as a p r in c ip le  o f  soc ia l o rg a n iz a t io n , as i t  wove i ts e l f  

th ro u g h  the fa b r ic  o f  a new ly fo rm in g  in d u s tr ia l society, re s u lt in g  

in  “ a h ig h ly  selective response to  the  e x p lo ita t io n  o f  la b o r.” 32 T h e  

success o f  th e  a b o lit io n is ts ,  e n d in g  B r i t is h  slave tra d e  in  l 8 o 7» 

c o in c id e d  w ith  the  b i r th  o f  th e  idea o f  “ f re e ” la b o r, d e s tin e d  to  

becom e its  o w n  fo rm  o f  la b o r d is c ip lin e , as e a r lie r  le g is la tio n  p r o ­

te c tin g  B r it is h  w o rke rs  was system atica lly e l im in a te d .33

3 0 .  D a v is , Problem o f  Slavey, 377 -
31. D a v is , Problem o f  Slavery, 4 5 8 .
3 2 . Davis, Problem o f  Slavery, 4 0 3 .  D avis in s is ts  th a t th e  a rg u m e n t l in k in g  a b o lit io n is m  

a n d  th e  soc ie ta l need f o r  la b o r  d is c ip lin e  “ needs to  be deve loped  w ith  c o n s id e ra b le  care 
an d  q u a lif ic a t io n ,  in  o rd e r  to  a vo id  th e  s im p lis t ic  im p re s s io n  th a t ‘ in d u s tr ia lis ts ' p r o ­
m o te d  a b o li t io n is t  d o c t r in e  as a m eans o f  d is tra c t in g  a t te n t io n  f r o m  t h e i r  o w n  fo rm s  
o f  e x p lo ita t io n ,* ' a n d  ye t. “ T h e  a b o l i t io n is t  m o v e m e n t c a n n o t  be  d e ta c h e d  f r o m  its  
d e f in in g  s o c ia l c o n te x t—f r o m  th e  a c c e le ra tin g  pace o f  e n c lo s u re s , w h ic h  a u g m e n te d  a 
d r i f t i n g  p o p u la t io n  o f  r u r a l  p a u p e rs ; f r o m  th e  p r o b le m  o f  d is p o s in g  o f  c o n v ic ts , w h o  
c o u ld  n o  lo n g e r  be  s h ip p e d  to  A m e r ic a ;  f r o m  th e  tra d e  in  p a u p e r  a p p re n tic e s , w h o  
w e re  b e in g  sent by  th e  w a g o n - o r  b a rg e lo a d  f ro m  L o n d o n  to  th e  m il l  to w n s ; f r o m  th e  
g ro w in g  des ire  f o r  u t i l i t y ,  e ffic ie n c y , p ro d u c t iv i ty ,  a n d  o r d e r ;  o r  f r o m  th e  in d u s t r ia l 
e m p lo y m e n t o f  s m a ll c h i ld re n ,  w h ic h  to  th e  g e n e ra t io n  o f  th e  179 0s , as J . R . P o y n te r  
has obse rved , seem ed a lm o s t a ‘panacea .’ *’ (Problem o f  Slavery, 45 5 ~ 5 6 ).

3 3 . D a v is  observes as s ig n if ic a n t  th e  fa c t th a t “ th e  h u m a n ita r ia n  t r iu m p h  o f  1 8 0 7  
c o in c id e d ,  ro u g h ly , w ith  th e  re m o v a l o f  m u c h  o f  th e  le g is la t io n  th a t h a d  p ro te c te d  th e  
t ra d it io n a l cus tom s o f  tra d e  a n d  th e  re s tr ic t iv e  p rac tices  o f  E n g lis h  w o rk e rs . B y  1 8 0 9 , 
a c c o rd in g  to  E . P. T h o m p s o n ,  ‘a l l th e  p ro te c tiv e  le g is la t io n  in  t h e  w o o le n  in d u s t r y -  
c o v e r in g  a p p re n tic e s h ip ,  th e  g ig - m i l l ,  a n d  th e  n u m b e r  o f  lo o m s —was re p e a le d  T h e  
ro a d  was n o w  o p e n  f o r  th e  fa c to ry , th e  g ig - m i l l ,  th e  s h e a r in g - fra m e , th e  e m p lo y m e n t 
o f  u n s k i l le d  a n d  ju v e n ile  la b o u r ” ’ ( Problem o f  Slavery, 4 5 ^ ) -  S im i la r ly ,  w r ite s  D a v is  w ith  
sarcasm , in  th e  year (1 8 3 4 ) th a t s lavery i t s e l f  was a b o lis h e d  “ n o m in a lly ”  in  th e  c o lo n ie s , 
“ th e  P o o r  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  l ib e r a te d  th e  E n g lis h  w o rk e rs  f r o m  p u b lic  w e lfa re  a n d  
o f fe re d  th e  u n e m p lo y e d  a c h o ic e  b e tw e e n  s ta rv a tio n  a n d  th e  h u m i l ia t in g  w o rk h o u s e ”  
(Problem o f  Slavey, 357 )
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W hat m attered, th e n , was n o t la b o r e x p lo ita tio n , b u t sus ta in ing  

the f ic t io n  o f  v o lu n ta ry  subm iss ion  to  i t . 34 T h e  cou rts  “ d id  n o t c o n ­

d e m n  in d u s tr ia l slavery as a v io la t io n  o f  h u m a n  r ig h ts ”  in  the  case 

o f  E n g lish  o r  Scotch w o rke rs  “ b o u n d  f o r  l i fe  to  coal m ines  and  salt 

w orks,”  because “ a w o rk e r who accepted to k e n  wages c o u ld  be d e fin e d  

as free , even i f  in  fac t he re m a in e d  p e rp e tu a lly  d e p e n d e n t.” 35 T h e  

id e o lo g y  o f  fre e  la b o r, bu ttressed in  E u ro p e  by rac is t n o tio n s  o f  

d iffe re n c e , was a de feat fo r  th e  B r it is h  w o rk in g  class as, u ltim a te ly , 

fre e d o m  became the ove ra rch ing  te rm  fo r  B r ita in ’s c la im s to  its  ow n 

h is to r ic a l s u p e r io r ity  as de s tine d  to  “ lead the  fo rces o f  m o ra l and 

eco no m ic  progress.” 36 Free p ro p e rty , p lus  free la b o r, p lus  free trade  

added u p  to  the  new ly conceived, m o d e rn  c r ite r io n  o f  L ib e rty . T h e  

system o f  la b o r e m e rg in g  in  B r i ta in  “ m ig h t  have d e p e n d e d  o n  

m il l io n s  o f  in v o lu n ta ry  labo re rs , b u t  i t  was, b y  d e f in i t io n ,  a ‘ free  

w o r ld . ’ ” 37

I t  is s ig n if ic a n t th a t a ll o f  th is  happened  before the  in tro d u c t io n  

o f  m ach ine  la b o r o n  a g ra n d  scale. B y im a g in in g  m o d e rn ity  as syn­

onym ous w ith  E u ro p e , we have m is u n d e rs to o d  ho w  m u ch  m o d e rn  

c a p ita lis m  was a p ro d u c t o f  the  c o lo n ia l system, w h ic h  was in  m an y  

ways ahead o f  E u ro p e a n  de ve lopm e n ts . A im e  Cesaire w ro te , “ to  

s tu d y  S a in t-D o m in g u e  is to  study one  o f  the  o r ig in s , the  sources o f  

W estern  c iv i liz a t io n .” 38 B u t we need to  go fu r th e r  w ith  th is  in s ig h t.

3 4 . “ I f  E n g lis h  a n d  S c o tt is h  c o u r ts  h a d  a d m it te d  th a t a m a n  m ig h t  le g it im a te ly  
c o n s e n t to  be co m e  a slave, th e y  w o u ld  have je o p a rd iz e d  a l l  th e  le g a l f ic t io n s  c o n c e rn in g  
‘v o lu n ta ry  la b o r* ”  (D a v is , Problem o f  Slavery, 4 9 0 ) .

3 5 . D a v is , Problem o f  Slavery, 4 9 0 .
3 6 .  D a v is , Problem o f  Slavery, 5 ° -  A c c o rd in g  to  D a v is , th e  e n d  o f  th e  slave tra d e  was 

“ m o ra l v a l id a t io n ”  o f  E n g la n d ’s “ t r iu m p h a n t  c o m m e rc ia l e m p ir e ”  (Problem o f  Slavery,
71).

3 7 - D av is , Problem o f  Slavery, 6 2 . “ Free t ra d e ,”  th e  p o l i t ic a l p ro g ra m  o f  M a n c h e s te r  
c a p ita lis ts  in  th e  m id - n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry , m e a n t tra d e  n o t  taxed  i f  i t  was p ro ce sse d  
w i th in  E n g la n d  f o r  re e x p o r t .  B y la te  c e n tu ry , th is  e u p h e m is m  was a b a n d o n e d  in  fa v o r  
o f  an  e x p l ic i t ly  im p e r ia l is t  p o lic y . These  a m b ig u it ie s  in  the  uses o f  th e  te rm  “ f re e d o m ”  
a re  n o t  fo re ig n  to  us today , w h e n  th e  “ f  ree  w o r ld "  has be co m e  sy n o n y m o u s  w i th  d e re g ­
u la t io n ,  p r iv a te  p ro p e r ty ,  a n d  “ f re e ”  la b o r ,  a n d  “ f re e  t ra d e ”  has been  re s u rre c te d  as a 
p o l i t ic a l p la t fo rm  th a t o f te n  im p lie s  a n  im p e r ia l is t ic  agenda.

3 8 . C e sa ire , Toussamt Louverture, 2 3 -

IO O



I f  we a llow  the  C a ribb ea n  in su rg e n ts  th e ir  due, W estern c iv iliz a tio n  

its e lf  dissolves in to  a h is to ry  o f  the  po rous and  u n b o u n d e d  space in  

w h ic h  the  in su rg en ts  acted.

i o i

T h e  Factory Invades E u rop e

I  f in d  i t  s u rp r is in g  tha t h is to r ia n s  have taken such l i t t le  n o tic e  tha t 

the  very w o rd  “ fac to ry ,”  w h ich  has becom e synonym ous w ith  in d u s ­

t r ia l  p rogress, was an in v e n t io n  o f  E u ro p e 's  c o lo n iz in g  p ro je c t.  

C e n tu rie s  be fo re  M ancheste r’s in d u s tr ia l take o ff, th e  f ir s t  “ fa c to ry ” 

was the  P ortuguese feitoria, o r  tra d in g  post, th a t p ro v id e d  a fo o th o ld  

o n  the  coastal h a rb o rs  o f  A fr ic a , a business e n te rp ris e  to ta l ly  d is ­

t in c t  f r o m  the  es ta b lishm en ts  o f  d o m e s tic  m a n u fa c tu r in g  (fa b ri-  

CG fdo).39 T h e  B r it is h  ad op te d  the  te rm  in  ju s t  th is  sense. Factories 

w ere  tra d in g  com pan ies in  fo re ig n  c o u n tr ie s  o r  co lon ies , g ra n te d  

m o n o p o lie s  by  ro y a l cha rte r, w h o  sent agents ( “ fa c to rs ” ) to  these 

fo re ig n  o u tpos ts  th a t fu n c tio n e d  as co m p a n y  h e ad qu a rte rs , s to re ­

houses, an d  w ho lesa le  p ro ce ss in g  centers. B r it is h  fa c to r ie s  w ere 

fam ous es ta b lishm en ts  at H u d so n 's  Bay, St. P e te rsbu rg , L is b o n , 

Q u id a h , and eastward in to  In d ia .40 T h e y  in it ia te d  th e  m o d e rn  fo rm

39. I t  w o u ld  be  f r u i t f u l  to  tra c e  th e  te rm s  w ith  p re c is io n  in  th e  la nguage s  o f  th e  
v a r io u s  c o lo n ia l p o w ers . A d a m  S m ith  spoke  o f  th e  p in - m a k in g  e s ta b lis h m e n t as a 
“ m a n u fa c to ry ” ; th e  F re n c h  te rm  ( f r o m  D id e r o t ’s Encyclopedic) was epmglter; th e  w o rd  f o r  
a sugar m a n u fa c to ry  in  the  c o lo n ie s  was sucrene ( th e  F re n c h  w o rd  usine does n o t  a p p e a r 
u n t i l  th e  I n d u s t r ia l  R e v o lu t io n ) .  T h e re  seem s to  be th e  least d i f f e r e n t ia t io n  in  th e  
A m e r ic a n  c o n te x t,  w h e re  “ fa c to ry ”  is  used  e a r ly  in  th e  sense o f  m a n u fa c to ry  o r  fabnca— 
n o t  s u rp r is in g ly ,  as th e  e n t ire  c o u n try  was th e  p r o d u c t  o f  c o lo n ia lis m —re s e rv in g  th e  
w o rd  “ t ra d in g  p o s t”  f o r  its  o w n  c o lo n iz in g  p ro je c t  o n  th e  W e s te rn  f r o n t ie r .  F re e d o m  
to  in c o rp o ra te  d o m e s tic  in d u s t r ie s  cam e s lo w ly  in  E u ro p e ,  b u t  was re la t iv e ly  r a p id  in  
th e  U n ite d  S tates.

4 0 .  T h e  East In d ia  C o m p a n y  h a d  a fa c to ry  in  D acca th a t  m a n u fa c tu re d  m u s lin  
f o r  e x p o r t ,  a n d  c lo se d  i t  d o w n  in  1818, as th e  le a d  in  m a n u fa c tu r in g  c o t to n  te x tile s  
m o ve d  to  E n g la n d , w h e re  m a c h in e  la b o r  was a d o p te d  in  th e  182 0s  a n d  1 8 3 0 s . In d ia  
su ffe re d  hu g e  losses in  its  so le m a n u f a c tu re d  e x p o r t  th a t  t ra n s fo rm e d  fo re ig n  re m itta n ce s  
th e re a f te r  in to  raw  m a te ria ls . In d ia 's  s u p e r io r  d o m e s tic  s k ills  in  th e  te x tile  in d u s t ry  were  
th u s  e ffe c t iv e ly  des troyed  by c o lo n ia l p o lic y , so th a t i t  n o w  im p o r te d  c o t to n  g o o d s . In  
th e  185 0s, E n g lis h  ca licoes , re p la c in g  those  o f  In d ia ,  h a d  b e co m e  th e  “ p i l la r  o f  B r it is h
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o f  c o rp o ra tio n s , am assing cap ita l th ro u g h  the  jo in t - s to c k  system 

(p ro h ib ite d  as to o  specu la tive  f o r  d o m e s tic  m a n u fa c tu re )  th a t 

f in a n ce d  the  risky  business o f  lo n g -d is ta n c e  “ tra d e ,”  a eu phem ism  

fo r  the  e x tra c tio n  o f  va lue overseas. Factories were agents o f  im p e ­

r ia l p ro jec ts , sh a rin g  rea l estate w ith  fo r ts  and in te g ra lly  invo lve d  in  

c o lo n ia l wars. A n d  th e y  were e n o rm o u s ly  p ro fita b le , w i th  n o  sense 

o f  w hat c o n s t itu te d  a “ f a i r ”  ga in , as was the  case w ith  d o m es tic  p r o ­

d u c t io n .  I t  is no t m is le a d in g  to  u n d e rs ta n d  the  f ir s t  fa c to rie s  o f  

M ancheste r as an ex te ns io n  o f  the  c o lo n ia l system, w h ich  was now  

in v a d in g  the  m o th e r  co u n try .

“ M a n ch e s te r in  1815 was a w arehouse to w n ,” u n d e rg o in g  “ a 

p a tte rn  o f  change d o m in a te d  b y  wholesale, m a rke tin g  a n d  exchange, 

ra th e r  than p r o d u c t io n .”41 T h e  c ity  a c q u ire d  the nam e C o t to n ­

o p o lis  because o f  its  p ivo ta l p o s it io n  in  a g loba l en te rp rise  tha t c o n ­

ne c ted  c o lo n ia l c o t to n  p la n ta tio n s  w ith  s p in n in g  ya rn  d e s tin e d  fo r  

re e x p o rt, as a wholesale way s ta tio n  to  f in a l sale in  E u ro p e .42 T h is  

fo re ig n -o r ie n te d , m e rch a n t business was viewed w ith  d is tru s t by  d o ­

m estic  m a n u fa c tu r in g  firm s , w ho o u tsou rce d  p ro d u c t io n  to  ho m e  

w orkers in  th e  s u rro u n d in g  villages, b u t  shared space in  M anchester’s 

warehouses tha t re n te d  to  b o th  k in ds  o f  en te rp rises , dom estic f irm s  

engaged in  o u ts o u rc in g  and m erchan t fac to rie s  engaged in  s p in ­

n in g  yarns fo r  fo re ig n  tra d e . I t  to o k  some t im e  fo r  these tw o fo rm s

E m p ire ”  (F a rn ie , The English Cotton Industry, 9 6 —9 9 ) . F o r  a n  a c c o u n t o f  h o w  H e g e lia n  c o n ­
c e p t io n s  o f  W o r ld  H is to ry  b e ca m e  “ an  in s tr u m e n t  o f  th e  East I n d ia  C o m p a n y 's  c o lo n ia l 
p r o je c t , "  see G u h a , History at the Lim it o f  World History, 51.

41 . L lo y d -J o n e s  a n d  L e w is , Manchester and the Age o f  the Factoy, 32 . T h is  m o n o g ra p h  
o f  e c o n o m ic  h is to ry , based o n  rea l estate re c o rd s  f o r  th e  c ity , reveals th e  o v e rw h e lm in g  
im p o r ta n c e  o f  th e  w a reh ouses , ra th e r  th a n  th e  c o t to n  fa c to r ie s  th e y  hou sed , as assets 
f o r  g e n e ra tin g  tax re ve n u e s . T h e  s m a ll scale n a tu re  o f  M a n ch e s te r 's  bus inesses “ is  lo s t 
i f  we e m p h a s ize  fa c to ry  o v e r  w a reh ouse ; a n d  f a i l  to  k n o w  th a t  a lo t  o f  th e  s p in n in g  
f ir m s  w e re  s m a ll, n o t  la rg e . . . .T h e y  w e re g re e d y fo r la b o r e r s ,  b u t  th e y  re m a in e d  s m a ll 
sca le " (Manchester and the Age o f  the Factory, 3 7 ) .

4 2 .  T h e  y a rn  s p u n  in  M a n c h e s te r  w as c o n s id e re d  “ n o t  a m a n u fa c tu re d  p r o d u c t  
b u t  a ra w  m a te r ia l im p o r t . "  I t  was s p u n  u s in g  th e  la b o r  o f  w o m e n  a n d , even  m o re , c h i l ­
d re n  (L lo y d -J o n e s  a n d  L e w is , Manchesterand theAge o f  the Factory, 6 6 ) .
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o f  ca p ita lism  to  deve lop a sense and a rea lity  o f  shared in te re s ts .43 

In  the re v o lu tio n a ry  p e r io d  tha t is o u r focus, th is  was n o t yet the  

case. N o r  was h ig h ly  m echan ized p ro d u c t io n  typ ica l o f  M ancheste r 

fa c to ry  la b o r .44 W ha t is b e in g  suggested he re  is th a t w hen  the  m o d ­

e rn  la b o r  fo rce  is con s id e re d  w ith o u t the  d iv is io n s  o f  n a t io n , o r  

race, o r  even p o lit ic a l status o f  slave versus free , the re  is a re m a rk ­

able coherence and  c o n t in u ity  to  its  de ve lopm e n t.

T h a t  cohe rence  was n o t  w ith o u t c o n te m p o ra ry  observers, b u t  

i t  has taken u n t i l  o u r  ow n era o f  g lo b a liza tio n  fo r  h is to r ia n s  to  th in k  

to  te l l  h is to ry  fro m  th e ir  perspective. In  a to u r  de fo rce  o f  A t la n t ic  

scho la rsh ip , Peter L in e b a u g h  and  M arcus R e d ike r have pieced to ­

g e th e r th e  liv e d  experience an d  p o lit ic a l p e rc e p tio n s  th a t were 

shared by the  “ m o tle y  crew ” o f  w o rke rs  in  the  seventeenth and  e ig h ­

te e n th  cen tu rie s , the  “ m u lt ip le  f ig u re s ” o f  th e  p rope rty less , la b o r­

in g  classes tha t fo rm e d  the  “A t la n t ic  p ro le ta r ia t” : seamen, slaves, 

in d e n tu re d  servants, fo o t so ld iers, the  “ hewers o f  w o od  and hau lers 

o f  w a te r”  w ho b u i l t  the  p o rts , sailed the  sh ips, c le a r-cu t th e  forests,

4 3 . “ C e r ta in ly ,  th e  r a p id  d i f f u s io n  o f  th e  p o w e r - lo o m  f r o m  th e  m id - l8 2 0 s  d id  
re c o n c ile  th e  d iffe re n c e s  . . . b u t  th is  c o u ld  n o t  be  seen in  1 8 0 0 , a n y  m o re  th a n  i t  was 
a fo re g o n e  c o n c lu s io n  in  1815. T h e  ra te  o f  d i f fu s io n  o f  th e  p o w e r - lo o m  in  th e  f i r s t  tw o  
decades o f  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  was s n a il pace . . . T h e re  is l i t t le  d o u b t  th a t  th e re  was 
a s e p a ra t io n  o f  in te re s ts  betw een s p in n e rs  a n d  m a n u fa c tu re rs  c. 1 8 0 0 —1 8 2 0 ; a clash 
o f  in te re s ts  th a t c o u ld  take o n  an  e x tre m e  fo rm . ”  I t  was n o t  u n t i l  th e  1 8 2 0 s  th a t class 
in te re s t t r iu m p h e d ,  a n d  “ M a n ches te r's  bus iness  c o m m u n ity ”  a c h ie ve d  “ in te r n a l c o h e r ­
ence, r a th e r  th a n  b e in g  at lo g g e rh e a d s  w ith  each o th e r ."  T h is  p rocess  was a id e d  b y  h o r ­
iz o n ta l in te g r a t io n  o f  th e  tw o  types o f  f i r m s  a n d  s ig n if ic a n t  use o f  p o w e r  lo o m s  in  
m a n u fa c tu r in g  as w e ll as s p in n in g ,  a fo r m  o f  in te g ra t io n  th a t  in v o lv e d  a co n ve rg e n ce  
o f  th e  w a re h o u se  b u i ld in g  a n d  th e  fa c to r y  e n te rp r is e . B e fo re  th e n , “ i t  is  a s im p l if ic a ­
t io n  to  assum e th e  id e n t i f ic a t io n  o f  a fa c to ry  to  a s in g le  b u i ld in g ”  (L lo y d -J o n e s  a n d  
L e w is , Manchester and the Age o f  the Factory, 16, 6 4 ) .

44 * L lo y d -J o n e s  a n d  L e w is  n o te  th a t e m p h a s is  o n  p o w e r  m a c h in e ry  as th e  d e te r ­
m in in g  e le m e n t d e n ie s  th e  b as ic  s t ru c tu r a l fe a tu re  o f  in d u s t r ia l  (as o p p o se d  to  c o lo ­
n ia l )  c a p ita lis m , th e  fa c t “ th a t  th e  w o rk e r  is  fre e  a n d  n o t  a slave. F a c to ry  w o rk e rs  o f  th e  
In d u s t r ia l R e v o lu t io n  o w n e d  th e ir  la b o u r  p o w e r ”  (Manchester and the Age o f  theFactory, 8 4 ) .  
S im ila r ly ,  D a v is , fo l lo w in g  S te p h e n  A .  M a rg lin ,  n o te s , “ i t  was n o t  te c h n o lo g y  th a t le d  
ir r e s is t ib ly  to  th e  c re a t io n  o f  a c o n c e n tra te d  a n d  d e p e n d e n t fo rc e  o f  wage la b o re rs . I n  
m a n y  in d u s tr ie s ,  a t least, i t  was t h e  e n t re p re n e u r ’s n e w  soc ia l a n d  m a n a g e ria l ro le  th a t 
re q u ire d  c o n t in u o u s  s u p e rv is io n  o f  e m p lo ye e s  a n d  c o n t r o l  o v e r  th e  p r o p o r t io n s  o f  
t h e i r  w o rk  a n d  le is u re  t im e ”  (Problem o f Slavery, 4 5 9 )*
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fo u g h t the  wars, an d  w o rked  the  fie ld s , and w ho posed a cons tan t 

th re a t o f  escape o r  in s u r re c t io n  to  c la im  th e ir  fre e d o m —precise ly  

the underclass o f  b o th  in v o lu n ta ry  labo re rs  and m aster less m en tha t 

so tro u b le d  the  forces o f  law and o rd e r  in  co lo n y  and m o th e r  c o u n ­

t ry  a lik e .45 I f  the  new reg im e in  H a it i  d id  n o t acknowledge the  c o n ­

n e c tio n s  and  c o m m o n a lit ie s  between m o d e rn  slavery and  m o d e rn  

free  la bo r, the  m o tle y  c rew  d id .

T he  M o tle y  G rew

L in e b a u g h  and R e d ik e r ’s study, The Many-Headed Hydra, focuses on  

the  B r it is h -d o m in a te d  A t la n t ic ,  m a k in g  v is ib le  the  ro le  o f  the  la ­

b o r in g  classes in  b u ild in g  the  new g lo b a l o rd e r  by d o c u m e n tin g  in ­

stances o f  th e ir  re b e llio n  against it .  P ro to typ ica l o f  the  m u ltie th n ic ,  

m o tle y  crew  were sa ilo rs , thousands o f  w hom , do m es tic  and f o r ­

e ign , were im pressed o r  o therw ise  d ra go one d  in to  service o n  the  

sh ips o f  the  B r it is h  m e rch a n t f le e t. “ Factory sh ips ’* m oo red  o f f  the  

A fr ic a n  and A s ia n  coasts were “ a fo rc in g  house o f  in te rn a t io n a l­

is m ,” p ro v id in g  “ n o t o n ly  the  means o f  c o m m u n ic a tio n  between 

c o n tin e n ts , b u t also the  f irs t  place where w o rk in g  peop le  f ro m  these 

d if fe re n t co n tin e n ts  co m m u n ica te d .” 46 S h ip  m u tin ie s  were p o lit ic a l 

acts. P ira te  crews becam e m u lt ira c ia l,  m u lt ie th n ic  “ h yd ra rch ie s ,” 

s e lf-g o v e rn in g  c o u n te rre g im e s  th a t  a d m in is te re d  ju s tic e , shared 

w e a lth , and  waged w a r.47 In  c itie s  a lon g  the c o lo n ia l coasts, runaw ay 

slaves jo in e d  w ith  E u ro pe an  im m ig ra n ts  as s e lf-o rg a n z in g  cells o f  

w a te rfro n t rebels, who fo rm e d  the rad ica l w ing  o f  the  New  Y o rk  C ity

4 5 . L in e b a u g h  a n d  R e d ike r, Many-Headed Hydra.
4 6 . L in e b a u g h  a n d  R e d ik e r,  Many-Headed Hydra, 151—52* A ty p ic a lly ,  these a u th o rs  

pay a t te n t io n  to  th e  fa c t th a t th e  “ ve ry  te r m  factory e vo lve d  e ty m o lo g ic a lly  f r o m  factor, ‘a 
t ra d in g  re p re s e n ta tiv e ,’ a n d  sp e c ific a lly  o n e  associa ted w i th  W est A f r ic a ,  w h e re  fa c to r ie s  
w e re  o r ig in a l ly  lo ca te d ”  (Many-Headed Hydra, 1 50 )

4 7 . L in e b a u g h  a n d  R e d ik e r,  Many-Headed Hydra, 142 - 73 -
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in s u rre c tio n  o f  I 741 as w e ll as the A m e ric a n  W ar fo r  Independence  

(the  au tho rs  describe G eorge W ash ing ton  and  the p ro p e r ty -o w n in g  

and s la ve -h o ld ing  elites as c o u n te rre vo lu tio n a rie s  in  c o m p a ris o n ).48

L ine bau gh  and  R e d ike r l in k  seve n te e n th -ce n tu ry  w itc h  h u n ts , 

the  e x ile  o f  re lig io u s  d issenters, enc losures o f  the  com m o ns , and 

ha rsh  p u n is h m e n t f o r  p ro p e rty  crim es as acts o f  repression b y  pow er 

h ie ra rch ie s  tha t spanned b o th  sides o f  the  A t la n t ic .49 T h e y  trace the  

m e tap ho r o f  the m any-headed hyd ra , the B ib lic a l m on s te r tha t grew 

tw o heads f o r  every one successfully severed, tha t c ropped up  repea t­

ed ly  in  th is  p e r io d  to  describe p ro tes t m ovem ents by c o m m u n is t 

levelers, re lig io u s  a n tin o m ia n s , in s u rre c tio n a ry  slaves, and re v o lu ­

t io n a ry  radicals. “T h e  m o tle y  crew thus p ro v id e d  an im age o f  revo­

lu t io n  fro m  below  tha t p roved te rr ify in g . . . . E lite  co lon is ts  reached 

rea d ily  fo r  images o f  m o n s tro s ity , c a llin g  th e  m ob  a ‘H y d ra , ’ a 

‘ m an y-he ade d  m o n s te r,’ a ‘ re p t i le , ’ and a ‘ m an y-he ade d  p o w e r.’ 

M any-headedness im p lie d  dem ocracy ru n  w ild . ” 50 T h e  rebe ls ’ ac­

tio n s  w ere n o t, however, w ith o u t o rg a n iza tio n a l and th e o re tica l c o ­

herence. C it in g  the  w r it in g s  o f  th e ir  spokespeople w ho, they c la im , 

gave vo ice  to  th e  m o tle y  c rew  as a w ho le , L in e b a u g h  an d  R e d ike r 

in s is t o n  the  e n lig h te n e d  consciousness o f  these tra v e lin g  h is to r ic a l 

ac to rs : “ T h is  m u l t i - e th n ic  p ro le ta r ia t  was ‘c o s m o p o lita n ’ in  th e

4 8 .  L in e b a u g h  a n d  R e d ik e r, Many-Headed Hydra, 178, 2 0 6 ,  211—47 -
4 9 .  F o llo w in g  S i lv ia  F e d e r ic i,  (h e y  d e s c r ib e  th e  c r im in a l iz a t io n  o f  “ in d e p e n d e n t  

fe m a le  p ro p h e s y "  as re a c h in g a  pea k b e tw e e n  1 5 5 °  a n d  1 6 5 0 , “ s im u lta n e o u s ly  w i th  th e  
E n c lo su re s , th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  slave tra d e  a n d  th e  e n a c tm e n t o f  laws aga inst vagabonds, 
i n  c o u n tr ie s  w h e re  a re o rg a n iz a tio n  o f  w o rk  a lo n g  c a p ita lis t lin e s  was u n d e rw a y " (F e d e ric i, 
c ite d  in  L in e b a u g h  a n d  R e d ik e r ,  Many-Headed Hydra, 5 2 ) .  See a lso F e d e r ic i,  Caliban and 
the Witch.

5 0 . L in e b a u g h  a n d  R e d ik e r ,  Many-Headed Hydra, 2 3 3 —3 4 . O n  a n t in o m ia n is m  
“ T h is  h y d ra  h a d  to o  m a n y  heads to  be  c ru s h e d  a t o n c e "  ( Many-Headed Hydra, 2 8 2 ) .  N o te  
th a t  G e n e ra l L e c le rc , head  o f  th e  in v a d in g  F re n c h  fo rc e  in  S a in t -D o m in g u e ,  re g is te re d  
th e  sam e co n c e rn  w h e n  he  w ro te  h o m e  to  N a p o le o n :  “ I t  is  n o t  e n o u g h  to  have ta k e n  
away T o u s s a in t,  th e re  a re  2 , 0 0 0  leade rs  to  be ta ke n  aw a y" (Jam es, Black Jacobins, 3 4 6 ) .  
T o u s s a in t is  re p o r te d  to  have said u p o n  h is  c a p tu re , “ I n  o v e r th ro w in g  m e, yo u  have cu t 
d o w n  in  San D o m in g o  o n ly  th e  t ru n k  o f  the  tree  o f  lib e r ty .  I t  w i l l  s p r in g  u p  aga in  by 
the  ro o ts  f o r  th e y  are n u m e ro u s  a n d  d e e p " ( Black Jacobins, 3 3 4 )*
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o r ig in a l m e a n in g  o f  the  w o rd .” 51 N o t rac is t n a tio n a lis m , b u t g loba l 

h u m a n is m  was th e ir  message.

W hereas D a v id  B r io n  Davis describes how  the  legal a rgum ents  

o f  a b o lit io n is ts  “ d ro ve  a wedge”  between lib e r ty  an d  la bo r, slave 

w o rke rs  and  free , these au tho rs  d iscover rad ica l th in k e rs  w h o  made 

the  in e x o ra b le  l in k  be tw een c o lo n ia l slavery and slavelike la b o r  

c o n d it io n s  o f  d o m e s tic  E n g lis h  w o rk e rs , an d  spoke o u t  f o r  th e  

a b o lit io n  o f  the m  b o th .52 T h e  Ir is h m a n  and “ p ro le ta r ia n  th e o r is t,”  

E dw ard  D espard , w ho m e t h is  A f r ic a n -A m e r ic a n  w ife  C a th e r in e  

w h en  he was a s o ld ie r in  the  A m e r ic a n  co lon ies , was con v ic ted  and 

hanged as a t r a ito r  in  the  I 79° s f ° r  p lo t t in g  a L o n d o n  consp iracy  

to  p ro m o te , in  the  ju d g e ’s w o rds, “ the  w ild  and L e v e llin g  p r in c ip le  

o f  U n iv e rs a l E q u a lity .” 53 T h e  m u la tto  M e th o d is t m in is te r  R o b e rt 

W e d d e rb u rn , w h o  w a rne d  B r it is h  c o lo n ia l p lan te rs  th a t “ the  fa te  

o f  St. D o m in g o  awaits y o u ,”  and  in te rp re te d  the  B ib lic a l J u b ile e  as 

a p rom ise  o f  p o lit ic a l and econom ic lib e ra t io n  in  co lon y  and m e tro -  

po le  a like: a fte r the  P ete rloo  Massacre o f  M ancheste r d e m onstra to rs  

in  1819, he advocated a rm in g  the  E n g lish  p ro le ta r ia t .54

In  the Age o f  R e v o lu tio n , such p ro p o n e n ts  o f  “ u n iv e rs a lis m  

f ro m  b e lo w ” spoke o f  one race, the  h u m a n  race, an idea a rtic u la te d  

fa r  m ore  b road ly  tha n  the la te r course o f  h is to ry  w o u ld  have i t  appear. 

O la u d a h  E q u ia n n o , L yd ia  P rie s t H a rdy , Thom as H a rdy , W ill ia m  

Blake, T hom a s Paine, and C o n s ta n tin  F ranco is V o ln e y  were w rite rs  

w h o  described themselves as “ c itizens o f  the w o r ld .” 55 T h e ir  rad ica lly  

cosm o p o lita n  w r itin g s  c ircu la te d  th ro u g h o u t the  g lobe as c o u n te r­

texts to  the  o ff ic ia l ve rs ion  o f  h is to ry  w h e re in  “ un ive rsa lis t c la im s o f

51. L in e b a u g h  a n d  R e d ike r, Many-Headed Hydra, 2 4 6 .
52 . D a v is , Problem o f Slavery, 3 7 6 ; L in e b a u g h  a n d  R e d ik e r ,  Many-Headed Hydra, 3 0 5 .
5 3 . L in e b a u g h  a n d  R e d ik e r, Many-Headed Hydra, 281 , 2 4 8 —8 6 .
5 4 . L in e b a u g h  a n d  R e d ik e r ,  Many-Headed Hydra, 313—14, 3 2 0 ,  2 8 7 —3 2 6 .
55. V o ln e y  tra c e d  c iv i l iz a t io n  to  A f r ic a n  o r ig in s ,  a n d  ce le b ra te d  “ th e  m o tle y  a p ­

p e a ra n c e " o f  h u m a n  d iv e rs ity ,  “ a m o s t  e x t ro a o rd in a ry  a n d  m o s t a ttra c t iv e  spectac le ," 
ra is in g  “ th e  m o tle y  c ro w d  to  a u n iv e rs a l id e a l"  (L in e b a u g h  a n d  R e d ik e r ,  Many-Headed 
Hydra, 3 4 3 )
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re v o lu tio n  sh ra nk  to  a na rrow , ra c ia lis t n a tio n a lis m .” 56 L in e b a u g h  

and  R ed ike r, c o n te m p o ra ry  cosm o po litan s  and  cha m p ions  o f  the  

newest v ic t im s  o f  g lob a l e x p lo ita t io n , express reg re t at the  fa ilu re  o f  

th is  “ con sp iracy  fo r  the  h u m a n  race” : “ W h a t was le ft  b e h in d  was 

n a tio n a l and p a rtia l:  the  English w o rk in g  class, the  black H a it ia n ,  the  

Irish d iasp o ra .” 57

2. History Out o f Bounds

T h e  P o litics  o f  H is to ry  W r it in g

L inebaugh  and R ed ike r’s h is to ry  w ou ld  seem to  com p lem ent the w o rk  

o f  Davis, w ho traces m any o f  the same issues f r o m  the perspective 

o f  B r it is h  legal th e o ry  and a b o lit io n is t  w r it in g s , as i t  dem onstra tes 

th a t in  some cases at least, the  c o n n e c tio n  was made be tw een slavery 

a n d  free  la b o r, tra n s c e n d in g  rac ia l d iffe re n c e . I t  comes as a s u r ­

p r ise , th e n , th a t these au th o rs  clashed sha rp ly  in  th e  p u b lic  sphere 

w hen Davis’s essay th a t was c r it ic a l o f  The Many-Headed Hydra appeared, 

evok ing  a ha rsh  re to r t  f r o m  L in e b a u g h  an d  R e d ike r. W h ile  Davis 

app rec ia ted  th e  “A t la n t ic  pe rspective”  o f  th e ir  book, w r i t in g  th a t 

some pa rts  “ deserve h ig h  p ra ise ,”  in c lu d in g  “ fa s c in a tin g  pe rsona l 

s to ries” ( o f  the  D espards, W e d d e rb u rn , an d  o th e rs ), he  con de m ns 

th e  a u th o rs ’ sc h o la rs h ip  as f u l l  o f  f  ac tua l e r ro rs  an d  m is le a d in g  

in te rp re ta tio n s , w h ic h  he a ttr ib u te s  to  th e ir  “ M a rx is t”  message. In  

rep ly , L ine bau gh  and R e d ik e r charge Davis w ith  “ re d -b a it in g . ” 58

B o th  de sc rip tions  m iss the  m ark . Ihe Many-HeadedHydra is in  fact 

a m a jo r  cha llenge to  M a rx is t o r th o d o x y  in  its  whole c o n c e p tio n  o f  

the  p ro le ta r ia t as p re in d u s tr ia l and  A t la n t ic  in  scope, its  em phasis

56 . L in e b a u g h  a n d  R e d ik e r,  Many-Headed Hydra, 134 .
5 7 - L in e b a u g h  a n d  R e d ik e r ,  Many-Headed flydra, 2 8 6 .
5 8 . See D a v is , “ S lavery—W h ite ,  B la ck , M u s lim ,  a n d  C h r is t ia n ” , R e d ik e r,  L in e ­

b a u g h , a n d  r e p ly  by D avis , “A n  exchange .”  T h e  fo llo w in g  c ita t io n s  a re  f ro m  th e  In te rn e t  
p o s t in g s ; hence, n o  page re fe re n ce s  a re  g iv e n .

U N I V E R S A L  H I S T O R Y



U N I V E R S A L  H I S T O R Y

o n  the  im p o rta n ce  o f  w om en leaders, sym pathy fo r  C h r is t ia n  ra d i­

cals, con ce rn  w ith  race as m uch  as class, and aversion to  vangard ism  

as a fo rm  o f  p o lit ic a l o rg a n iz a tio n .59 T h e  book ’s sub ject, m oreove r, 

is a fa iled re v o lu t io n a ry  m ovem en t o f  p ro le ta r ia n  w o rke rs  against 

m e rc h a n t-c a p ita lis t e x p lo ita t io n , n o t any ir o n  laws o f  class strugg le  

o r  in d u s tr ia l- c a p ita l is t  d e v e lo p m e n t.60 F o r h is  p a r t,  D avis, w ho  

counts  h im s e lf  am ong those “ w e ll to  the  le ft o f  c e n te r,”  is n o t c o n ­

d e m n in g  th e  w r ite rs  f o r  th e ir  p o lit ic a l concerns b u t, ra the r, fo r  th e  

p o l i t ic a l e ffects o f  th e ir  p re s e n ta tio n . H e  is w ary  o f  w r i t in g  th a t 

p o lit ic iz e s  h is to ry  as a m o ra lity  s to ry  o f  g o o d  and  e v il th a t misses 

the  con ting en c ies  and  com p le x itie s  o f  events, the  im p e rfe c t k n o w l­

edge and u n in te n d e d  effects o f  h u m a n  acto rs, and tu rn s  h is to ry  

in to  a ro m a n tic iz e d  strugg le between heroes and v il la in s . H is  w a r i­

ness is n o t w ith o u t reason, g iv e n  the  p o lit ic a l abuses to  w h ic h  h is ­

to r ic a l accounts b y  th e  L e ft and th e  R ig h t have som etim es le d . B u t 

in  th is  rep rise  o f  a C o ld  W ar scenario  w h e re in  one s ide  re trea ts  to  

th e  standards o f  th e  p ro fe s s io n  a n d  th e  o th e r  reso rts  to  charges o f  

re d -b a it in g , t h e ir  hea ted  exchange leaves the  re a d e r s trange ly u n ­

to u ch e d . T h is  o ld . N ew  L e ft  s ta n d o ff  seems ir re le v a n t to  the  expe­

r ie n ce  o f  ac tua lly  re a d in g  the  w o rks o n  b o th  sides o f  th e  debate.

59 . I n  fa c t,  L in e b a u g h  a n d  R e d ik e r  a re  re m a rk a b ly  fre e  o f  c lass r e d u c t io n is m ,  as 
t h e i r  a c c o u n t focuses n o t  o n  a c tio n s  re f le c t in g  c a p ita lis t  c lass in te re s ts  o r  p r o le ta r ia n  
class v io le n c e  b u t ,  r a th e r ,  o n  th e  m o tle y  crew 's “ p e rs is te n t e ffo r ts ,  a g a in s t g re a t v io le n c e , 
to  o rg a n iz e  p ra c t ic a l a lte rn a tiv e s  to  c a p ita lis t  fo rm s  o f  s o c ia l o rg a n iz a t io n ”  (R e d ik e r ,  
L in e b a u g h , a n d  re p ly  b y  D a v is , “ A n  exchange” ) .  D avis 's  o w n  n a r ra t iv e  o f  th e  id e o lo g ic a l 
o b fu s c a tio n s  o f  “ fre e  la b o r ”  is in  c e r ta in  ways co n c e p tu a lly  c lo se r to  th e  M a rx is t  h is to r ic a l 
t r a d i t io n .

6 0 . I n  t h e i r  w o rd s . “ T h e  b o o k  seeks to  re c o v e r tw o  h id d e n  h is to r ie s .  F i r s t  th e  
end less  m u t i la t io n s  a n d  e x e cu tio n s , th e  h o rro r, a n d  th e  k i l l in g  la b o rs  used b y  th e  r u l in g  
classes o f  th e  day aga ins t E u ro p e a n , A f r ic a n ,  an d  A m e r ic a n  w o rk e rs  in  b u i ld in g  A t la n t ic  
c a p ita lis m . T h e  v io le n ce  was g re a te r  th a n  m os t h is to r ia n s  have been w i l l in g  to  a c k n o w l­
edge. S e co n d , a n d  m o re  h o p e fu l ly ,  th e  c o n n e c t io n s  a m o n g  th e  m u l t i - e t h n ic  w o rk e rs  
o f  th e  A t la n t ic  as th e y  as th e y  res is ted th e  v io le n c e . T h e  lin ka g e s  w e re  m o re  im p o r ta n t  
th a n  m o s t h is to r ia n s  have b e e n  ab le  to  see—because o f  th e  b l in d in g  e ffec ts  o f  conce p ts  o f  
race, class, a n d  n a t io n  th a t  have  g u id e d  m o s t a cco u n ts  o f  th e  pas t”  (R e d ik e r, L in e b a u g h , 
a n d  re p ly  b y  D a v is , “A n  excha nge ” ) .
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N o  one can d e fend  sloppy scho la rsh ip . A lth o u g h  h u m a n  e r ro r  

w i l l  never be e lim in a te d  co m p le te ly  (an d  a lth o u g h  the f ir s t  e ffo r ts  

in  a f ie ld  w i l l  be m ost v u ln e ra b le , la c k in g  the  co rre c tive  powers o f  

la te r c o m m e n ta ry ), a q u a s i-n e u ro t ic  c o m p u ls io n  f o r  accuracy is 

an occupa tiona l necessity f o r  h is to ry  w rite rs , the  m in im u m  re sp o n ­

s ib i l i ty  th a t she o r  he has w h e n  ask ing  f o r  a rea de r’s t ru s t .  B u t 

L in e b a u g h  and R e d ike r are r ig h t  to  in s is t tha t so m e th in g  else is at 

stake besides p ro fe ss io n a l s tandards. In  m a k in g  to o  s trong  a d is ­

t in c t io n  between fact and  ideo logy, t r u th  and  d is to r t io n ,  Davis is 

s k ir t in g  the  m ore  basic issue as to  the  m e a n in g  o f  h is to r ic a l in q u iry .  

I t  takes us, unavo idab ly , deep in to  the  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  h is to ry , and  its  

c en tra l qu es tio n : how  are we to  make sense o u t o f  the  te m p o ra l u n ­

fo ld in g  o f  co llective , h u m a n  li fe ?  T h e  need  to  re th in k  th is  q u es tio n  

today in  a g lob a l con tex t, th a t is, as universal h is to ry , has n o t been 

fe lt  so s tro n g ly  fo r  cen tu rie s—perhaps n o t since H ege l, H a it i ,  an d  

the  Age o f  R e v o lu tio n .

W hy  do  we w r ite  h is to ry ?  W ha t t r u th  is i t  evoked to  reveal? 

H e re  the  facts, w h ic h  m ay o r  may n o t be carelessly re p o rte d , are i n ­

capable in  themselves o f  p ro v id in g  an adequate answer. M ore ove r, 

because the  ce n tra l q u e s tio n  o f  h is to ry ’s m e a n in g  c a n n o t be asked 

ou ts ide  o f  t im e  b u t o n ly  in  the  th ic k  o f  h u m a n  ac tion , the  way the 

q u e s tio n  is posed, the  m ethods  o f  the  in q u iry ,  and the  c r ite r ia  o f  

w hat coun ts  as a le g it im a te  answer a ll have p o lit ic a l im p lic a tio n s . 

D avis has, in de ed , a p h ilo s o p h y  o f  h is to ry , the  source o f  w h ic h  can 

be traced  to  the  E u ro p e a n  E n lig h te n m e n t th a t unde rs tands  k n o w l­

edge p ro d u c tio n  as c r it iq u e . Facts, fo r  Davis ( in  his m any, exce llen t 

books o n  W este rn  slavery) are a p o lit ic s , th e  goal o f  w h ic h  is d e - 

m y th if ic a tio n . H is  r ig o ro u s  scho la rsh ip  rubs against th e  g ra in  o f  the 

p o p u la r m isconcep tions tha t are woven in to  o f f ic ia l h is to ry  and used 

by those in  po w e r to  ju s t i fy  th e ir  p re sen t d o m in a n ce . L ine bau gh  

and  R ed ike r w ant to  go a step fu r th e r ,  however, n o t o n ly  u n s e tt lin g
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the  d o m in a n t accoun t b u t p ro d u c in g  an o th e r, a c o u n te rn a rra tiv e  

tha t does m o re  th a n  c r it ic iz e  the status qu o ; i t  in s p ire s  a c tio n  to  

change it .  T h e i r  e x p lic it  a im  is to  c o n n e c t today ’s g lob a l resistance 

to  an e a r lie r  one, “ re tr ie v in g  the  p ro le ta r ia n  bo dy  f ro m  its  m on s te r 

a r t ic u la t io n ” (the  h y d ra ) ,61 and l in k in g  L o u v e rtu re , the  D espards, 

W e d d e rb u rn , and  o th e rs  to  the  “ p la n e ta ry  w a nd e re rs ” o f  today, 

“ ever ready f ro m  A fr ic a  to  th e  C a ribb ea n  to  Seattle to  resist slavery 

and  res to re  the  c o m m o n s .” 62 C o u n te rm y th  is m y th  a ll the  same, 

Davis w o u ld  argue, a n d  he is r ig h t  to  p o in t  o u t  th e  dangers. B u t a 

s tr ic t, p o s itiv is t e m p ir ic is m  is n o t an o p t io n  in  h is to r ic a l c o g n itio n , 

because facts w ith o u t concepts are m eaningless. E ng land is a concept, 

n o t a fact, as are “ E u rope ,” “ E n lig h te n m e n t,”  “ econom y,” “ progress,” 

and  “ c iv i liz a t io n .”  W h e th e r o r  n o t such concepts are m y th ica l is a 

co llec tive , evaluative ju d g m e n t th a t changes h is to r ic a lly . T h is  is the 

p o lit ic a l issue prec ise ly .

W h o  o r  what is the  collective subject o f  h is to ry?  Is i t  the  n a tio n ?  

C iv iliz a t io n ?  Class? Is i t  H e g e l’s c u n n in g  acto r, Reason? Each o f  

these categories o f  com p reh ens ion , w h ile  d e te rm in in g  present p h e ­

no m e n a  as m e a n in g fu l,  com es to  us f u l l  o f  res idues  o f  the  past, 

c o n ta in in g  th e  sed im e n ted  h is to ry  o f  u to p ia n  d ream s and  c u ltu ra l 

b l in d  spots, p o lit ic a l struggles and po w e r effects. H is to r ic a lly  i n ­

h e r ite d  concepts fo rm  th e  co llective  consciousness o f  actors w ho, in  

tu rn ,  create h is to ry . Paradoxically, even w hen co llec tive  actors p r o ­

c la im  them selves as the  s ta n d a rd -b e a re rs  fo r  u n iv e rs a l h is to ry — 

in d e e d , especia lly  w h en  they  make th is  a v a n t-g a rd is t c la im —they 

estab lish  th e ir  id e n t i ty  in  c o n tra s t to  o th e rs , to  o u ts id e rs . T h is  

b r in g s  o u r  in q u iry  back to  the  th o u g h t w ith  w h ich  the  essay, “ H ege l 

and  H a it i , ” came to  a close. Is i t  poss ib le  to  re im a g in e  u n iv e rs a l 

h is to ry  o u t o f  b o u n d s  o f  e xc lu s io n a ry  con cep tu a l fram es?  C an we 

hum ans, in  a k in d  o f  reversal o f  H ege l, refuse to see ourselves as

6 1. R e d ik e r, L in e b a u g h , a n d  re p ly  by  D a v is , “A n  E xch a n g e .”
6 2 .  L in e b a u g h  a n d  R e d ik e r, Many-Headed Hydra, 3 5 3 .
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h is to ry ’s in s tru m e n t,  o u r p a r t ic u la r  ac tions  m e a n in g fu l o n ly  w hen 

subsumed w ith in  some ove ra rch ing  concep t as i t  h is to r ic a lly  u n f  olds 

—even w hen th a t concep t is hu m a n  fre e d o m ?  C an co llec tive  sub ­

je c tiv ity  be im a g in e d  as in c lu s ive  as h u m a n ity  its e lf?  Is th e re  a way 

to un ive rsa l h is to ry  today?

P oros ity

T h e  f ir s t  step w o u ld  be to  recogn ize  n o t o n ly  the c o n tin g e n c y  o f  

h is to r ic a l events, b u t also the  in d e te rm in a c y  o f  the  h is to r ic a l cate­

go ries  b y  w h ic h  we g rasp  th e m . T h is  step was taken  by h is to r ia n s  

lik e  Paul G ilro y , w hose a tte m p t to  grasp th e  d ia sp o ra  o f  A fr ic a n s  

across the  b lack  A t la n t ic  le d  h im  to  argue tha t no  id e n t ify in g  c o n ­

cep t o f  race o r  n a t io n  is adequate. T h e  co lle c tive  experiences o f  

concrete, p a r tic u la r  h u m a n  be ings fa ll o u t o f  id e n t ify in g  categories 

o f  “ n a t io n ,”  “ race,”  and “ c iv iliz a t io n ” th a t cap tu re  o n ly  a p a r tia l as­

pect o f  th e ir  existence, as they trave l across c u ltu ra l b in a rie s , m ov­

in g  in  and  o u t o f  concep tua l fram es and in  the  process, c re a tin g  

new  ones. P o ros ity  characterizes the  o rd e r in g  bo un da ries  o f  th e ir  

w o r ld  (as i t  does o u rs  tod ay ). E th n ic  id e n tit ie s  m is lead p o lit ic a l 

ju d g m e n ts  w h e n  they are based o n  th e  “ u n th in k in g  a s su m p tio n  tha t 

cu ltu res always f lo w  in to  pa tte rns  con g ru e n t w ith  th e  b o rd e rs  o f  es­

sen tia lly  hom ogeneous n a t io n  states.” 53 63

6 3 . G ilro y ,  Black Atlantic, 5 . A g a in s t a n a t io n a lis t ic  “ o v e r in te g ra te d ”  c o n c e p tio n  o f  
c u ltu re s  as “ im m u ta b le , e th n ic  d iffe re n c e s ,”  a n d  m o d e rn ity  as an  “ a b so lu te  b re a k  in  th e  
h is to r ie s  a n d  e xp e rie n ce s  a n d  e xpe riences  o f ‘b la ck ’ a n d  ‘w h ite ’ p e o p le ,”  th is  b o o k  p r o ­
poses “ a n o th e r,  m o re  d i f f ic u l t  o p t io n  th e  th e o r iz a t io n  o f  c re o lis a t io n , m etissage, m e s - 
t iz a je , a n d  h y b r id ity .  F ro m  th e  v ie w p o in t  o f  e th n ic  a b s o lu t is m , th is  w o u ld  be  a li ta n y  
o f  p o l lu t io n  a n d  im p u r it y .  T h e s e  te rm s  a re  ra th e r  u n s a tis fa c to ry  ways o f  n a m in g  th e  
processes o f  c u l tu r a l m u ta t io n  a n d  restless ( d is ) c o n t in u i t y  th a t  exceeded ra c ia l d is ­
c o u rs e  a n d  a v o id  c a p tu re  b y  h is  agen ts”  ( Black Atlantic, 2,). D a y a n  (a m o n g  o th e r s )  has 
c r it ic iz e d  G ilro y 's  a f f i rm a t io n  o f  h y b r id ity ,  m a k in g  slavery, ra c is m , a n d  e c o n o m ic  ex­
p lo i t a t io n  a m e ta p h o r, a n d  th e re b y  lo s in g  s ig h t o f  th e  in h u m a n ity  an d  b r u ta l i ty  o f  th e  
c o lo n ia l slave system , a n d  th e  c o n t in u a t io n  o f  v io le n c e  aga ins t B lacks to d a y  (D a y a n , 
“ Pau l G i l r o y ’s Slaves, S h ip s , a n d  R o u te s ,”  8 ) .  M y  a rg u m e n t h e re  is a d i f f e r e n t  o n e
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A  d ia le c tic  is in  play. T u r n in g  o u r a tte n tio n  to  the  p o ro s ity  o f  

concepts in  tu r n  gives sem antic po w e r to  the concep t o f  p o ro s ity , 

m a rk in g  c e rta in  facts as s ig n if ic a n t. I t  sudden ly  m atte rs  tha t D u tc h  

m erchants carried  Spanish trade and settled in  Portuguese co lon ies.64 

“ F if te e n th -c e n tu ry  P o rtu g a l . . .  is a m e ta p h o r.” 65 Perhaps m o re  

th a n  h a lf  the  “ B r i t is h ” navy was n o t B r it is h .66 A m o n g  in d ig e n o u s  

A m e rica n s : “ T w o - th ird s  o f  the  O n e id a  were A lg o n k in  an d  H u ro n  

in  1669 . T h e  Jesu its  even c o m p la in e d  th a t i t  becam e d i f f ic u l t  to  

preach to  the Iro q u o is  in  th e ir  ow n language.” 67 N a po leo ns  “ F rench ” 

a rm y  sent to  restore slavery in  H a it i in c lu d e d  G erm ans and  Poles. 

T rade  societies con ne c te d  c itie s  ra th e r th a n  la n d  masses; t e r r i t o ­

r ia l b o rd e rs  w ere  ro u t in e ly  ig n o re d , and  s m u g g lin g  was o rd in a ry  

bus iness .68

P o ro s ity , u n l ik e  h y b r id ity ,  does n o t  n a m e  a c u l tu r a l f o r m .  I t  in s is ts ,  ra th e r ,  th a t th e  
liv e d  exp e rie n ce s  o f  th e  N e w  W o r ld  f o r  th e  c o lo n ia l d o m in a to rs  and th e  slaves (as w e ll 
as in d ig e n o u s  p o p u la t io n s ) ,  in  e ve ry  case c h a lle n g e d  p re e x is t in g  c o n c e p tu a l d is t in c ­
t io n s .  G ra n te d ,  t h e ir  e x p e rie n c e s  w e re  r a d ic a lly  u n e q u a l in  p a in  a n d  s u f fe r in g ,  r e f le c t ­
in g  th e  b r u ta l ly  ra c is t  in h u m a n ity  o f  th e  c a p ita lis t ,  c o lo n ia l p r o je c t ;  n o n e th e le s s , in  
every  case, th e y  nece ss ita ted  those w h o  liv e d  th ro u g h  i t  to  re im a g in e  t h e i r  w o r ld .

6 4 .  C o m p a re  w i th  S im o n  S ch am a ’s stress o n  n a t io n a l c o h e s io n  (see above , “ H e ge l 
and  H a i t i , ”  s e c t io n  2 ) :  “ T h e  N e th e r la n d s  is so m u ch  a la n d  o f  im m ig ra n ts  th a t th e  ve ry  
d e f in i t io n  o f ‘D u tc h ' is  p ro b le m a t ic a l”  (B la ke le y , Blacks in the Dutch World, 3 ) .

65 * P o rtu g a l d e s c r ib e d  “ w h a t a c tu a lly  was a m ix tu re  o f  p o l i t ic a l  a n d  e c o n o m ic  
fo rce s , b o th  n a t io n a l a n d  s u p ra n a tio n a l in  o r ig in s .  T h e  te rm  ‘ P o rtu g a l,' w h ile  s y m b o l­
iz in g  a n a t io n ,  has as w e ll o b scu re d  these fo rce s  a n d  th e ir  s ig n if ic a n c e "  (R o b in s o n , Black 
Marxism, 1 4 5 )- “ W e b e g in  to  p e rce ive  th a t  the n a t io n  is  n o t a u n i t  o f  ana lys is  f o r  th e  
so c ia l h is to ry  o f  E u ro p e ”  (Black Marxism, 2 5 ) -

6 6 .  T h e  n a v ig a t io n  laws o f  th e  se ve n te e n th  a n d  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu r ie s  a tte m p te d  
to  c o n t r o l  th is  te n d e n cy .

6 7 . W o lf ,  Europe and the People Without History, 167* “ M a n y  o f  th e  In d ia n  ‘n a t io n s ’ o r  
‘t r ib e s ’ la te r  re c o g n iz e d  as d is t in c t  e th n ic  e n t i t ie s  b y  g o v e rn m e n ta l agen ts  o r  b y  a n ­
th ro p o lo g is ts  to o k  shape in  response  to  th e  sp re a d  o f  th e  f u r  tra d e  i ts e l f ,  a p rocess  in  
w h ic h  th e  n a t iv e  A m e r ic a n s  w e re  as m u c h  active  p a r t ic ip a n ts  as th e  tra d e rs , m is s io n ­
a rie s , o r  s o ld ie rs  o f  th e  e n c ro a c h in g  E u ro p e a n s ”  (Europe and the People Without H i story, 1 9 4 ).

6 8 .  “ Tea was b e in g  b l ith e ly  sm ugg led  across th e  ‘u n b re a ch a b le  f ro n t ie rs ’ o f  E n g la n d  
u n t i l  1 78 5 ”  (B ra u d e l,  Civilization and Capitalism, 3 2 9 4 ) .  B ra u d e l stresses th e  p o ro s ity  o f  
u rb a n  ce n te rs : “ L is b o n , a n d  th ro u g h  L is b o n  th e  w h o le  o f  P o rtu g a l, was u n d e r  th e  p a r t ia l 
c o n t r o l o f  fo re ig n e rs ”  (Civilization and Capitalism, 3 -1 4 1 ); in  A n tw e rp ,  “ fo re ig n e rs  d o m i­
n a te d  th e  scene—H a n se a tic  tra d e rs , E n g lis h , F re n c h  a n d  above a l l  s o u th e rn  m e rc h a n ts . 
P o rtuguese , S p a n is h  a n d  I ta l ia n ”  (Civilization and Capitalism, 3.* 145)- B ra u d e ld e s c r ib e s e a r ly -
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T h e  concep t o f  p o ro s ity , expos ing un go ve rna b le  c o n n e c tio n s , 

is re levan t to  fe m in is t  issues. T h e  w o rd  “ co m m e rce ” in  m u lt ip le  

languages has a sexual m ean ing . T ra ff ic  in  w om en  was the p ro to typ e  

o f  com m e rc ia l slavery.69 Sexual com m erce was precisely w hat th re a t­

ened to  d issolve the  con cep tu a l bo un da ries  o f  race, le a d in g  to  the  

in v e n tio n  o f  e laborate subcategoriza tions o f  degrees o f  “ rac ia l m ix ­

tu re ,”  and the concep t o f  “ un a ss im ila ta b le ” g roups  th a t p ro c la im e d  

th e  socia l dea th  o f  c e rta in  k in s h ip  a llia n ce s  c la ss ifie d  as m is c e ­

g e n a tio n .70 I t  was as th rea ts  to  c o n ce p tu a l d is t in c t io n s  th a t fears 

o f  c o n ta g io n  a ro se .71 N a p o le o n  o rd e re d  L e c le rc  to  expe l f ro m  

S a in t-D o m in g u e  a ll w h ite  w o m e n  w ho had s le p t w ith  b lacks .72 Such 

fears were n o t m e re ly  psych ic fan tasies, b u t ro o te d  in  the  actual, 

b o u n d a ry -d is ru p t in g  p o te n t ia l o f  w o m en ’s sexual agency th a t was

m o d e rn  E u ro p e ’s e c o n o m y  in  its  re la t io n  to  state p o w e r in  language  th a t  c o u ld  be  a p ­
p l ie d  to  c o n te m p o ra ry  g lo b a liz a t io n .  “  [A ]  g u l f  d e ve lo p e d  be tw e en  n a t io n -s ta te s  o n  th e  
o n e h a n d , th e  lo cus  o f  power, a n d  u rb a n  centres o n  th e  o th e r, th e  lo cus  o f  wealth”  (Civilization 
and Capitalism, 3 * 2 8 8 ) .

6 9 . T h e  s la v e -tra d e  in  w o m e n , s o ld  in to  p r o s t i t u t io n ,  is  a b o o m in g  bus iness  o f  
c o n te m p o ra ry  g lo b a liz a t io n .  See h t tp * / / w w w .p ro te c t io n p ro je c t .o rg .

7 0 .  I  a m  d ra w in g  h e re  f r o m  th e  s tu d y  b y  P a tte rs o n , Slavery and Social Death, w h o  
notes th a t in  cases w h e n  s lavery is  “ in t r u s iv e , ”  th a t is, w h e n  as a liens they  a re  b ro u g h t  
in to  so c ie ty  an d  a re  n o t  a s s im ila te d  (v ia  a d o p t io n ) ,  they  e x p e rie n c e  s o c ia l d e a th . O n e  
o f  P a tte rs o n ’s re fe re n ce s  is  th e  w o rk  o f  th e  F re n c h  a n th r o p o lo g is t  M e illa s s o u x , w h o  
discusses s la very  as th e  “ a n t ith e s is  o f  k in s h ip , ”  and d is t in g u is h e s  the  s o c ia l im p a c t  o f  
slaves o n  k in s h ip  a llia n ce s  f ro m  e c o n o m ic  e x p lo ita t io n  o f  slave la b o r “ S lavery, asa mode 
o f  exploitation, exists o n ly  w h e re  th e re  is  a distinct class o f  individuals, w ith  th e  same s o c ia l state 
a n d  renewed constantly and institutionally, so th a t,  s in ce  th is  class f i l l s  its  fu n c t io n s  p e rm a ­
n e n tly ,  th e  r e la t io n s  o f  e x p lo ita t io n  a n d  th e  e x p lo i t in g  class w h ic h  b e n e fits  f r o m  th e m  
can a lso  be  re g u la r ly  a n d  c o n t in u a lly  re c o n s t itu te d ”  (M e illa s s o u x , Anthropology o f  Slavey, 
3 6 ) .  B io lo g ic a l r e p r o d u c t io n  across th e  ca tegories o f  a l ie n ,  slave, a n d  fre e  c a n n o t m e a n  
a k in s h ip  a llia n c e ; in  a s o c ie ty  w h e re  w o m e n  a re  e x c h a n g e d  to  f o r m  m a rr ia g e  a llia n ce s , 
a n d  w h e re  so c ia l s ta tu s  is in h e r ite d  f r o m  th e  fa th e r,  th e  system  o f  r e p r o d u c in g  an  eco ­
n o m ic a lly  e x p lo ite d  s lave class is  p u t  in to  je o p a rd y  by  th e  fre e  m u la t to  d a u g h te r  o f  a 
w h ite  p la n te r  a n d  b lack  slave w o m a n ; o n  th e  o th e r  han d , th e  p a ir in g  o f  a w h ite  p la n te r -  
class w o m a n  w ith  a b la ck  slave re su lts  in  th e  loss to  w h ite s  o f  th e  soc ia l va lue  o f  h e r  re ­
p r o d u c t iv e  p o w er.

71. L ite ra l co n ta g io n  was th e  so u rce  o f  th is  m e ta p h o r ’s po w e r, as “ th e  su g a r co lo n ie s  
[becam e ] a m e lt in g  p o t l o r  diseases f ro m  E u ro p e , A f r ic a ,  a n d  th e  N e w  W o r ld ”  (B ra u d e l, 
Civilization and Capitalism, 3 *4 ° ) *

72 . S a la -M o lin s ,  LeCodeNoir, 275 *
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e co n o m ica lly  p o w e rfu l and escaped p o lit ic a l c o n tro l.  T h e  f ig u re  o f  

the  free , m u la tto  w om an  lo o m s  large he re , b r i l l ia n t ly  in te rro g a te d  

by Joan Dayan in  h e r h is to ry  o f  H a it i . 73

T h e  live d  experience o f  the A t la n t ic  as an expanded socia l f ie ld , 

shared by m il l io n s  o f  he terogeneous, p re v io u s ly  un co n n e c te d  pe o ­

p le , th re a te n e d  every e x is tin g  o rd e r  o f  c o lle c tiv e  m e a n in g . N o  

c u ltu ra l h e ritag e  c o u ld  be tra n s p o rte d  across the  A t la n t ic  w ith o u t 

u n d e rg o in g  a rad ica l tra n s fo rm a tio n . P o ros ity  characterized the ex­

is te n tia l bo un da ries  o f  w ha t was fo r  a ll p a rtic ip a n ts  indeed  a N ew  

W o r ld . Its  re o rg a n iz a tio n  w o u ld  be the  consequence o f  v io len ce . 

B u t in  the  in d e te rm in a c y  o f  t ra n s it io n ,  new perspectives began to  

take shape. M u lt ip le  e ffo r ts  were made to  p ro d u ce  know ledge ade­

quate to  the t im e , a ttem pts  tha t du g  deep ly  in to  various h is to r ic a l 

tra d it io n s  in  o rd e r to  re in v e n t them . As h is to r ie s  were re im a g in e d  

a lon g  h u m a n  n e tw o rks  th a t were sexual, social, e c o n o m ic , an d  p o ­

l i t ic a l a ll at once, m y th ic  im pu lses necessarily  p layed a ro le . C o n ­

s te lla tio n s  o f  peop le  whose m u tu a l re c o g n it io n  was un p re ce d e n te d  

a ttem p te d  to  th in k  th is  new  w o r ld  as m e a n in g fu l,  le a d in g  to  a s p u rt 

o f  cosm o log ica l spe cu la tion . W h e n  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  h is to ry  emerges 

in  th is  way, u n iv e rs a l h u m a n ity  is its th e m a tic .

L im ite d  H o r iz o n s

W r it in g  in  1798 tow a rd  th e  end  o f  h is  l i fe ,  K a n t  described  w ith  u n ­

cha rac te ris tic  passion how  the F rench R e vo lu tion  had in s p ire d  p u b ­

lic  s e n tim e n t w ith  the  idea tha t peop le  ha d  the r ig h t  to  s e lf- ru le  by 

a c o n s t itu t io n  o f  th e ir  ow n  m aking . O bservers to o k  the  side o f  the 

re v o lu tio n a r ie s  even when i t  w ent against th e ir  p riva te  in te res ts  o r  

p e c u n ia ry  g a in . T h is  “ d ra m a  o f  great p o lit ic a l changes,”  desp ite  

“ m ise ry  and a tro c itie s  . . . has a roused  in  the  hearts  and  desires o f

114

73- D a ya n , Haiti, History and the Gods



H 5

a ll spectators w ho are n o t  caught u p  in  i t  a sym pathy w h ich  bo rde rs  

a lm ost o n  en thus iasm .”  T h e  h is to r ic a l experience o f  such co llec tive  

en thus iasm  “ can never be fo rg o tte n ,”  even i f  the re v o lu t io n  were 

to  fa il,  because i t  bears w itness to  “a m o ra l d is p o s it io n  w ith in  the 

h u m a n  race” th a t is a source o f  hope  fo r  the  h is to r ic a l progress o f  

h u m a n k in d : “ [A ] view  opens u p  in to  the  u n b o u n d e d  fu tu re . ”74

T h a t such en thus iasm  cha racte rized  the  yo u n g  Hegel's recep­

t io n  o f  the  S a in t-D o m in g u e  R e v o lu tio n , is the  c la im  o f  “ H ege l and 

H a it i . ”  As spectator via the  press (newspaper names lik e  Spectator and 

Observer were c o m m o n 75) , H ege l achieved g lim pses o f  a g lob a l p e r ­

spective, v ie w in g  the  u p r is in g  o f  the  slaves o f  S a in t-D o m in g u e  as a 

m a n ife s ta tio n  o f  universal fre e d o m , the  re a liz a tio n  o f  w h ich  he saw as 

the  very s tru c tu re  and m e a n in g  o f  h is to ry . O nce Hegel had grasped 

th is  m e a n in g , however, he d e m o n s tra te d  l i t t le  patience w ith  the  

m ere m a tte r o f  e m p ir ic a l h is to ry , d ism iss in g  i t  as “ lazy existence” 

(faule Existent) .76 C o nce p t to o k  precedence over con ten t, and  a tte n ­

t io n  to  h is to r ic a l f  acts was ove rw he lm ed by H ege l's  en thus iasm  fo r  

the p h ilo s o p h ic a l system its e lf.

H ege l, an a rm c h a ir  observer w ho never le ft  the  shores o f  the  

c o n t in e n t,  was p o o r ly  p o s it io n e d  to  see beyond E u ro p e ’s h o r iz o n  

w h e n  he deve loped a “ P h ilo s o p h ic a l H is to ry  o f  the  W o rld .* '77 H is  

idea o f  d ia le c tica l synthesis, the  supercession o f  c o n flic ts  and  c o n ­

tra d ic t io n s  w i th in  an o ve ra rch in g  ra t io n a l de ve lopm e n t e m b od ied  

in  the  secu la r state, was a de pa rtu re  f  ro m  chu rch  narra tives o f  apoc­

a lyptic  tim e , b u t i t  he ld  o n to  the  C h r is t ia n  te leo logy o f  a d iv in e  p lan .

74- K a n t ,  “ T h e  C o n te s t  o f  F a cu ltie s ,”  182—8 5 .
7 5 - S u ch  nam es w ere c o m m o n  i n  c o lo n ia l new spape rs  ( f o r  e xa m p le , th e  S a in t-  

D o m in g u e  VObservateur colonial) as w e ll as in  E u ro p e .
76. F o r  a c r i t iq u e  o f  H e g e l’s d is m is s a l o f  “ lazy e x is te n c e ,”  see A d o r n o ,  Negative 

Dialectics, 8 .
77 - “ T h e  su b je c t o f  th is  co u rse  o f  L e c tu re s  is  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l H is to ry  o f  th e  

W o r ld ”  (H e g e l, Philosophy ofHistoiy, i )  H e g e l trave led  extensive ly  in  G e rm a n y  a n d  S w itz e r­
la n d  in  h is  y o u th ,  b u t  d id  n o t  v is i t  P a ris , B e lg iu m , th e  N e th e r la n d s , A u s tr ia ,  a n d  I ta ly  
u n t i l  th e  182 0s . H e  f re q u e n t ly  waxed ro m a n tic  a b o u t sea tra v e l,  b u t  he  was an  o b s e rv e r 
f r o m  th e  sho re .
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H is  p h ilo s o p h y  e x p lic it ly  a f f irm e d  P ro te s ta n tis m  in  the guise o f  

Reason, an d  h is  d ism issal o f  h u m a n  happiness as h is to ry ’s the m a tic  

re ta in e d  e lem e n ts  o f  C h r is t ia n  w o r ld ly  asce tic ism .78 H e saw the 

p rac tice  o f  p o lit ic s  ( in  w h ic h  the  actions o f  great m en  sub s titu te  f o r  

m ira c u lo u s  in te rv e n tio n )  as the  in s tru m e n t o f  th is  progress, and 

im a g in e d  the  stage fo r  its  re a liz a tio n  o n  a g lob a l scale. E u ro p e  and 

E u ro p e a n -c o lo n iz e d  A m e rica  were, he be lieved, h is to ry ’s d o m in a n t 

agent in  “ the  m o d e rn  t im e ,”  ju s t i fy in g  the  c o lo n iz in g  p ro je c t as the  

de ve lo p m e n t o f  Reason in  the  w o r ld .79 T h e  W est was decla red the  

h is to r ic a l ava n t-ga rde  fo r  a ll h u m a n ity  p ro g re ss ing  necessarily  t o ­

w ard  a c o m m o n  e n d .80

R obert B e rnascon i has analyzed the m u lt ip le  variants o f  H ege l’s 

lectures o n  the  Philosophy o f History d u r in g  the  l8 2 0 s  and  com pared  

th e m  w ith  the  sources o n  A fr ic a  th a t he consu lted , d e m o n s tra tin g  

how  H egel a llow ed  his schema o f  h is to ry  to  take over fro m  fac t by ig ­

n o r in g  counterev idence tha t d id  n o t f i t  h is  fo rm u la  fo r  p rogress.81 

Hegel described sub-Saharan A fr ic a , w h ich  he called “A fr ic a  p ro p e r” 

(das eigentliche A frika) , as “ iso la te d ,”  w h ic h  as h is  sources knew  f ro m  

the  M u s lim  trade  rou tes was n o t the  case, and “ u n h is to r ic a l, ”  th a t 

is, s ta tic  an d  un ch a n g in g  in  t im e .82 B e rnascon i argues against m any

78. “ T h e  H is to ry  o f  th e  W o r ld  is n o t  th e  th e a tre  o f  h a p p in e s s . P e rio d s  o f  h a p p i­
ness a re  b la n k  pages in  i t ,  f o r  th e y  are p e r io d s  o f  h a r m o n y - p e r io d s  w h e n  th e  a n t ith e s is  
is  in  abeyance”  (H e g e l, Philosophy o f  Histoty, 2 6 —2 7)-

7 9 . H e g e l,  Philosophy o f Histoty, 8 3 —87, 412—57 *
8 0 .  “ T h e  m a te r ia l e x is ten ce  o f  E n g la n d  is  b a se d  o n  c o m m e rc e  a n d  in d u s try ,  a n d  

th e  E n g lis h  have u n d e r ta k e n  th e  w e ig h ty  re s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f  b e in g  th e  m is s io n a r ie s  o f  
c iv i l iz a t io n  to  th e  w o r ld ;  f o r  t h e i r  c o m m e rc ia l s p i r i t  u rges  th e m  to  tra ve rse  every sea 
a n d  la n d , to  f o r m  c o n n e c tio n s  w i th  b a rb a ro u s  peo p les , to  c re a te  w a n ts  a n d  s t im u la te  
in d u s t ry ,  a n d  f i r s t  a n d  fo re m o s t to  e s ta b lis h  a m o n g  th e m  th e  c o n d it io n s  necessary to  
co m m e rc e , v is. th e  r e lin q u is h m e n t  o f  a l i fe  o f  law less v io le n c e , respec t f o r  p r o p e r ty ,  
a n d  c iv i l i ty  to  s tra n g e rs ”  (H e g e l,  Philosophy o f  Histoty, 4 5 5 )*

81. B e rn a s c o n i,  “ H e g e l a t t h e  C o u r t , "  4 ^ 6 3 .  A  c r i t ic a l - h is to r ic a l  e d i t io n  o f  
these le c tu re s  does n o t  ex is t ( f o r  d e ta ils , see above , “ H e g e l a n d  H a i t i , ”  73n I 3 9 )*

8 2 . B e rn a s c o n i,  “ H e g e l at th e  C o u r t , ”  4 3 . “ A f r ic a  p r o p e r ’ [das eigentliche A frika ] is  
in t r o d u c e d  b e fo re  th e  a c c o u n t o f  w o r ld  h is to r y  gets u n d e rw a y  . . .  i n  o r d e r  th a t  i t  can 
s u b s e q u e n tly  be  le f  t  b e h in d ”  ( “ H e g e l at th e  C o u r t , ”  6 0 ) .  A f r ic a  “ se rve d  as a n u l lp o in t ”  
( “ H e g e l at th e  C o u r t , ”  5 2 ) .
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scho la rs tha t the c u ltu ra l rac ism  p e rm e a tin g  H e g e l’s p h ilo s o p h y  

canno t be excused by b la m in g  his scho la rly  sources.83 Rather, w hen 

pa rap h ras ing  the  experts (K a r l R itte r , T . E. B ow d ich  and o th e rs ), 

Hege l was “ n o t re lia b le ”  as a copy is t.84 H e  “ em b e llish e d ”  the  stories 

o f  c a n n ib a lis m  and h u m a n  sacrifice  and  was “ com p e lled  to  m u lt ip ly  

the n u m b e rs ,”  in d u lg in g  in  d is to r t io n s  and exaggerations to  serve 

his ph ilo so p h ica l pu rpose o f  m aking a ce rta in  deve lopm enta l scheme 

seem lo g ica l.85 Despite  h is  ve ry  p a rtia l know ledge, Hegel approached 

A f r ic a  “w ith  systematic in te n t ”  in  o rd e r to  con s tru c t a p h ilo s o p h y  

o f  h is to ry  based o n  ascendance f ro m  the “ sensuousness”  (Sinnlichkeit) 

o f  fe t is h -w o rs h ip p in g  A fr ic a n s  to  the s u p e r io r ity  o f  C h r is t ia n  s p ir ­

i tu a lity .86 H is  schema p ro v id e d  “ a p o te n t ju s t i f ic a t io n ”  fo r  the  la te r 

e x p lo ita t io n  o f  the  A fr ic a n  c o n t in e n t by E u ro p e a n s .87

8 3 . “ A n  e x a m in a t io n  o f  H e g e l’s sources  shows th a t  th e y  w e re  m o re  accu ra te  th a n  
h e  was a n d  th a t he  c a n n o t be so re a d ily  excused f o r  u s in g  th e m  as he  d id ”  (B e rn a s c o n i,  
“ H e g e l a t th e  C o u r t , ”  6 3 ). B e rn a s c o n i’s ju d ic io u s  a n a lys is  is a n e e d e d  c o rre c tiv e  to  m y 
o w n  b lu n t  rh e to r ic  in  “ H e g e l and  H a i t i , ”  th a t “ H e g e l was in  fa c t b e c o m in g  d u m b e r "  
by  r e f le c t in g  “ E u ro p e 's  c o n v e n tio n a l s c h o la r ly  w is d o m  o n  A f r ic a n  so c ie ty ”  (see above , 
“ H e g e l a n d  H a it i , ”  73“ 74*) •

84 . B e rn a s c o n i,  “ H e g e l a t th e  C o u r t , ”  4 5 * W e k n o w  th is  te n d e n c y  o f  H e g e l a l­
re a d y  f r o m  h is  careless c i t in g  o f  th e  n u m b e rs  in  A d a m  S m ith 's  e x a m p le  o f  th e  p in  fa c ­
to ry  (see  above. “ I n t r o d u c t io n  to  P a rt O n e , ”  5 n 3 )*

8 5 . B e rn a s c o n i,  “ H e g e l a t t h e  C o u r t , ”  5 I —5 2 . 6 3 .
8 6 . B e rn a s c o n i,  “ H e g e l a t th e  C o u r t , ”  51—5 8 - H e g e l a rg u e d  th a t A f r ic a n s  la cked  

“ a sense o f  s o m e th in g  h ig h e r  th a n  m a n ,”  a n d  “ d id  n o t  re g a rd  s la ve ry  as im p r o p e r ” — 
h e n ce  “ th e  b e n e fic ia l e f fe c ts  o f  A f r ic a n s ’ e xp o su re  to  E u ro p e a n  c u ltu re ,  even  i f  th is  
b e g a n  in  th e  p o s it io n  o f  slaves.”  S lavery was w ro n g ,  b u t  “ b y  ta k in g  A fr ic a n s  o u t  o f  A f r ic a  
as slaves, E u ro p e a n s  had a lre a d y  re leased  th e m  f ro m  a bare ly  h u m a n  ex is ten ce , even 
i f  th e y  w e re  n o t  ye t f re e ”  ( “ H e g e l a t th e  C o u r t , ”  5 8 ) .  “ So even  w h e n  B la cks  r e v o lt  
aga ins t s la very , as th e y  d id  su cce ss fu lly  in  H a it i,  th is  w o u ld  seem , in  H e g e l’s v iew , to  be 
because th e y  have com e  in  co n ta c t w i th  E u ro p e a n  view s a b o u t f re e d o m ”  ( “ H e g e l at th e  
C o u r t , ”  61 ).

8 7 . B e rn a s c o n i,  “ H e g e l a t t h e  C o u r t , ”  5 9 - “ B a rb a r is m  is  a fa u lt  t o  be  c o rre c te d , 
i f  necessary b y  v io le n t  m eans . . . . H e g e l b e lie v e d  g e n e ra lly  th a t  s o -c a lle d  ‘c iv iliz e d *  
p e o p le s  c o u ld  le g it im a te ly  in te r fe re  w ith  those  a t a lesser stage o f  d e v e lo p m e n t.  . . . 
C o lo n ia lis m  was th e  d e s t in y  to  w h ic h  A f r ic a  ha d  to  s u b m it ”  ( “ H e g e l a t th e  C o u r t , ”  59 )- 
*‘ [B ]y  g iv in g  a p o s it iv e  ro le  to  th e  e n s la ve m e n t o f  A f r ic a n s  b y  E u ro p e a n s  f r o m  th e  p e r ­
spective  o f  h u m a n  d e v e lo p m e n t,  he  gave c o m fo r t  a n d  re s o u rc e s  to  th o se  w h o  re je c te d  
a b o li t io n .  I t  is n o  w o n d e r  th a t  th e  o w n e rs  o f  slaves in  th e  U n ite d  States saw h im  as an  
a l ly ”  ( “ H e g e l a t th e  C o u r t , ”  5 8 ) .
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T h e  A s h a n ti c h ie f K w a k  Dua to ld  a B r it is h  g o v e rn o r in  1842 : 

“ I  re m e m b e r w hen I was a l i t t le  boy, I  heard  tha t the  E n g lish  came 

to  the  coast o f  A f r ic a  w ith  th e ir  sh ips f o r  cargoes o f  slaves fo r  the  

p u rpo se  o f  ta k in g  the m  to  th e ir  o w n  c o u n try  and e a tin g  th e m ; b u t 

I  have lo n g  since kn o w n  th a t the  re p o r t  was fa lse .” 88 G iven  H egel's 

in te n t io n a lly  exaggerated accounts to  h is g u llib le  E uropean audience 

o f  the  b lo o d th irs ty  A s h a n ti, K w a k  D ua appears t r u ly  reasonable in  

co n tra s t. B u t the  p o in t  o f  r e tu rn in g  to  the  h is to r ic a l m o m e n t in  

w h ich  H ege l in c o rp o ra te d  H a it i in to  a E u ro pe an  s tory tha t excluded 

A fr ic a  as in s ig n if ic a n t  is less to  c o n d e m n  the  G e rm an  p h ilo s o p h e r 

th a n  to  take a step in  red e e m in g  ourse lves.89

W h ile  few today w o u ld  d e fin e  themselves as H ege lian , h is  as­

s u m p tio n s  are s t i l l  w id e ly  shared. V io le n t  p o lit ic a l a c tio n  d e te r ­

m in es  w hat m atte rs  in  th e  co llec tive  h is to ry  o f  h u m a n ity . T h e  idea 

o f  p rogress ju s t i f ie s  th e  im p o s it io n  o f  dem ocracy o n  o th e rs  as a 

m il i ta r y  p ro je c t. T h e  d iv is io n  o f  h u m a n ity  in to  advanced, c iv iliz e d  

peop les  an d  those w h o  are backw ard an d  b a rb a r ic  has n o t  been  

a b a n d o n e d .90 T h e  p u rp o r te d ly  secu lar schema o f  u n ive rsa l h is to ry  

as one pa th , fo rge d  by the  deve loped  (C h r is t ia n )  n a tio n s , w h ic h  

the  w h o le  w o r ld  is de s tine d  to  fo llo w , is s t i l l  in g ra in e d  in  W estern  

p o lit ic a l d iscou rse . C u ltu ra l rac ism  has n o t been overcom e.

T h e re  is n o  s c ie n t if ic  reason to  evaluate h u m a n  co llec tives  

a c c o rd in g  to  some s o c ia l-D a rw in ia n  c r ite r io n  o f  m ere  su rv iva l.

8 8 . T o ld  to  W in e c o tt ,  c ite d  in  B e rn a s c o n i,  “ H e g e l at th e  C o u r t , ”  49 . K w a k  D ua  
a ck n o w le d g e d  th e  p ra c t ic e  o f  h u m a n  s a c r if ic e , a rg u in g  th a t  th e  p o w e r  o v e r l i f e  a n d  
d e a th  was th e  p r e re q u is ite  f o r  s o ve re ig n  ru le *  “ I f  I  w e re  to  a b o lis h  h u m a n  s a c r if ic e s , I 
s h o u ld  d e p riv e  m y s e lf o f  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t e ffe c tu a l m eans o f  k e e p in g  th e  peo p le  in  su b ­
je c t io n ”  ( “ H e g e l at th e  C o u r t , "  4 9 ) .  H is  a rg u m e n t is p o s it iv e ly  S c h m itt ia n  (see S c h m itt ,  
Political Theology). T h e  A s h a n ti fo u g h t  b i t t e r  w a rs  aga ins t th e  B r i t is h  u n t i l  t h e i r  f in a l  d e ­
fe a t in  1 8 9 6 .

8 9 .  B e rn a s c o n i w r ite s , “ th e  re a d e r o f  H e g e l . . . m u s ta s k h im -  o r  h e rs e lf  a b o u t 
th e  e x te n t th a t he  o r  she re m a in s  ca p tive  to  th is  a c c o u n t”  ( “ H e g e l at th e  C o u r t , ”  4 4 ) .

9 0 .  B e rn a s c o n i's  c o n c lu s io n  shares these co n c e rn s *  “ Q u e s t io n s  re m a in  a b o u t  
th e  e x te n t to  w h ic h  c o n te m p o ra ry  ideas as, f o r  exa m p le  o f  so c ia l d e v e lo p m e n t,  re m a in  
t ie d  to  a m o d e l th a t  can  bes t be d e s c r ib e d  as c o lo n ia l is t ”  ( “ H e g e l in  th e  C o u r t , ”  6 3 ) .
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R athe r than co llec tive  w isdom  b e in g  the  p ro d u c t o f  c iv iliz a tio n a l 

d o m in a n ce , these tw o  variab les may as w e ll be inverse ly  co rre la te d : 

T h e  grea te r the pow er a c iv iliz a tio n  w ie lds in  the  w o r ld , the  less ca­

pable its  th in k e rs  m ay be to  recogn ize the  naivete o f  th e ir  o w n  be­

lie fs . H u m a n ity  can do  b e tte r.

3. A  New Humanism

A tla n t ic  C osm olog ies

K a n t ’s m in d  f i l le d  w ith  “ a d m ira t io n  an d  reverence”  w h en  gazing 

at the  stars.91 Hegel, w ith  m ore  h u b r is , was in d if fe re n t .  T h e  poe t 

H e in r ic h  H e in e  re ca lle d  v is it in g  w ith  the  no w  f  am ous p h ilo s o p h e r 

in  B e r l in ,  w h e n  the y  s tood  at the w in d o w  and  H e in e  expressed en ­

thus iasm  fo r  the  s ta rry  n ig h t.  “ T h e  stars, h a r ru m p h ,”  g ru m b le d  

H ege l, “ the  stars are o n ly  a g leam ing  lep rosy  o n  the sky.” 92 F o r those 

w h o  en du red  the A t la n t ic  crossing, however, the  stars were surv iva l 

its e lf. B e fo re  the in v e n tio n  o f  the m a rin e  c h ro n o m e te r to  measure 

lo n g itu d e , A d a n tic  sa ilo rs  were at the  m ercy  o f  the s ta rry  heavens, 

g u id e d  b y  th e  s o u th e rn  c o n s te lla tio n  k n o w n  as th e  H yd ra , th e  a n ­

c ie n t s ign o f  m a r in e rs .93 T h e  o r ig in  o f  slaves so ld  in  th e  A m ericas  

was ascerta ined th ro u g h  th e ir  re co lle c tio n s  o f  the p o s it io n s  o f  the 

stars d u r in g  th e ir  land  jo u rn e y s  to  the  A fr ic a n  coast.94

91. H e  c o m p a re d  th e  aw esom e s u b l im ity  o f  s ta rg a z in g  to  fe e lin g  “ th e  m o ra l law  
w i th in , ”  e xp e rie n ce s  m a rk in g  th e  l im it s  o f  th e  sensual w o r ld  f r o m  th e  m o s t in f i n i t e  to  
th e  m ost p e rs o n a l (K a n t,  Critique o f  Practical Reason, 2 0 3 ) .

9 2 .  C ite d  i n  B lu m e n b e rg , Genesis o f  the Copernican World, J l .
9 3 . L in e b a u g h  a n d  R e d ik e r,  Many-Headed Hydra, 3 5 3 * T h e  m a r in e  c h ro n o m e te r ,  

in v e n te d  by th e  c lo c k m a k e r  a n d  a m a te u r  s c ie n tis t  J o h n  H a r r is o n  (w h o  re c e iv e d  o f f ic ia l 
r e c o g n it io n  in  1773)* was in s ta l le d  w id e ly  in  sh ips  o n ly  in  th e  la te  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry . 
See S o be l, Longitude.

94-  A t te m p ts  w e re  m ade to  f in d  w h e re  th e  slaves w e re  f r o m  b y  a s k in g  “ h o w  m a n y  
days th e y  w e re  un d e rw a y , h o w  m a n y  m a rke ts  th e y  w e re  s o ld  at en route, o n  w h a t s id e  o f  
t h e ir  m a rc h  th e  s u n  rose  a n d  set, o r  to  ask w h e th e r  th e ir  c o u n tr y  was to  th e  le f t  o r  th e  
r ig h t  o f ‘th is  s ta r '”  (D e b ie n ,  Les EsclavesauxAntillesfran$ois, 3 7 )
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A s tro lo g ic a l signs fig u re d  c e n tra lly  in  New  W o r ld  spa tia l reck­

o n in g . B u t the t im e  o f  the  heavens was a clum sy to o l fo r  specula­

t io n s  o n  h u m a n  h is to ry , whereas evidence f r o m  m u lt ip le  cu ltu res  

was v is ib ly  a t h a n d . T h e re  was n o  co m m o n  language in  the  N ew  

W o rld , no  p h o n e tic  system o f  shared m eanings. T h is  was tru e  am ong 

the A fr ic a n  slaves as i t  was am ong the m o tle y  crew —o r the  A m e ric a n  

co lon ia lis ts , fo r  tha t m a tte r.95 Freem asonry th r iv e d  in  th is  e n v iro n ­

m en t. T h e  M aso n ic  m ovem ent in it ia te d  a fasc ina tion  w ith  nonve rba l 

means o f  c o m m u n ic a t io n , a search fo r  un ive rsa l h u m a n  know ledge 

in  signs, sym bo ls , a rtifa c ts , and past a rc h ite c tu ra l w o nd e rs , in te r ­

p re tin g  th e m  e so te rica lly  as the  secret source o f  w is d o m .95 A  visual 

w o r ld  o f  im ages, f ro m  E gyptian pyram ids  to in d ig en ou s  In d ia n  sign 

language, was q u e r ie d  fo r  possib le keys to  a c o m m o n  h u m a n ity  tha t 

existed b e fo re  the  B ib lic a l fa l l  o f  B ab e l.97

In  the  p o ro u s  space o f  the tran sa tla n tic , the  lin k s  o f  M ason ic  

b e lo n g in g  w ere  o fte n  s tro n g e r th a n  those o f  c o u n try , e th n ic ity , and 

even race, an d  they are v ita l fo r  an un de rs ta nd ing  o f  h is to r ic a l events

9 5 . H a it ia n  c re o le , l ik e  o th e r  creo les, d e ve lo p e d  as a “ c o n ta c t  la n g u a g e ,”  as d id  
th e  “ p id g in ”  la nguage s s p o k e n  b y  m o tle y  crew s. Its  e v o lu t io n  is  n o t  w e ll d o c u m e n te d , 
g iv e n  ig n o ra n c e  o f  l in g u is t ic s  g e n e ra lly  u n t i l  th e  tw e n t ie th  c e n tu ry .  I t  is  n o w  (w ith  
F re n ch ) th e  o f f ic ia l  la nguage o f  H a it i .  Based p r im a r i ly  o n  F re n c h  ( ju s t  h o w  close to  the  
c o lo n ia l p la n te r  class F re n c h  i t  was is a m a tte r o f  deb a te ), i t  c o n ta in s  e le m e n ts  f ro m  F on  
(as e th n o l in g u is t ic  s u b s tra tu m ) ,  E w e /A n lo -E w e , W o lo f,  and  G be ( a l l  f r o m  th e  N ig e r  
re g io n ) ,  as w e ll as B a n tu  ( f r o m  K o n g o ) ,  a n d  A ra b ic  (v ia  Is la m ) .  See A n g la d e , Inventaire 
Epmologque.

9 6 . M a s o n ry ,  in s p ir e d  by  E u ro p e a n  e xp e rie n ce s  o f  g lo b a l tra v e l,  b e lie v e d  in  th e  
i l lu m in a t in g  p o te n t ia l  o f  o th e r  t ra d it io n s ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  th o se  o f  th e  M id d le  a n d  F a r 
East (Jew ish m y s t ic is m , Z o ro a s tr ia n is m , E g y p tia n  p a g a n ism , S u fi m y s tic is m , H in d u  
V e d a n ta ). M a so n s  w e re  e q u a lly  at h o m e  w ith  o c c u lt  k n o w le d g e  (se c re t r i tu a ls ,  m e d ie va l 
a lch e m y, a n d  R e na issa nce  m a g ic )  a n d  th e  se cu la r E n lig h te n m e n t  (e x p e r im e n ta l s c i­
ence , f re e  p ress , d e m o c ra t ic  g o v e rn a n c e ), as w e ll as active  p a r t ic ip a n ts  in  th e  p u b lic  
sp h e re , c o n t r ib u t in g  to  a t ra n s n a t io n a l n e tw o rk  o f  p u b lic a t io n s .  T h e y  a re  a s id e  o f  th e  
E n lig h te n m e n t  th a t H a b e rm a s 's  in f lu e n t ia l  a ccou n t leaves o u t  (H a b e rm a s ,  Structural 
Transformation o f  the Public Sphere) .

9 7 . F o r  M a s o n ic  sp e cu la tio n  o n  In d ia n  s ign  language, see D e n s lo w , Freemasonry and 
the American Indian. T h e  b i r t h  o f  specu la tive  F re e m a so n ry  in  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry  ow ed 
a t least as m u ch  im p e tu s  to  N ew  W o r ld  c u ltu ra l m ix in g  as it  d id  to  th e  in i t ia t io n  o f  a r ­
chae o log ica l excava tions  in t o  E u ro p e 's  a n c ie n t o r ig in s .  In d e e d , these endeavors  ra n  p a r ­
a lle l, as E u ro p e a n s  b e lie v e d  th e y  w ere v ie w in g  t h e i r  ow n p r im it iv e  past in  p re se n t-d a y , 
p re li te ra te  ( “ p r e h is to r ic ” )  p e o p le s .
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in  the Age o f  R e vo lu tions . B u t genera liza tions prove d i f f ic u lt .  W hat 

p re c ise ly  does i t  m ean to  say th a t F reem ason ry  f lo u r is h e d  in  the  

N ew  W o r ld ? 98 L is ts  o f  the  lodges an d  h is to r ic a l actors w h o  were 

m em bers te l l  us l i t t le  in  themselves. T h e  nu m b e rs , w h ile  im p re s ­

sive, are substantive ly  am b iguous and  c irc u m s ta n tia lly  m is lead in g , 

fu e lin g  the  m y th  o f  a g lo b a l consp iracy  o f  F reem asonry  s t i l l  alive 

today. T he re  are m u lt ip le  M ason ic  re a litie s , va ry ing  in  t im e , and 

th e ir  socia l ro les  have d if fe re d  greatly. T o  be a M ason is an o n to lo g ­

ica l ca tegory e m p ty  o f  d e f in in g  q u a litie s  fo r  w h ic h  i t  c o u ld  be h e ld  

causally  resp on s ib le  (ju s t as to  be a C h r is t ia n  does n o t make one 

v ir tu o u s , to  be a M a rx is t does n o t m ake one a re v o lu tio n a ry , to  be 

a M u s lim  does n o t m ake one a te r ro r is t ) .  F reem asonry  is the  pa ra ­

n o id ’s e m p ty  s ig n if ie r . W h ile  th e re  w ere  in te rn a l u n ifo rm it ie s  and 

shared secret know ledge w i th in  the  m ovem en t, m o d e rn  M asonry, 

fo u n d e d  in  the  e ig h te e n th  cen tu ry , co n ta in e d  in h e re n t c o n tra d ic ­

tio n s . T oussa in t became a M ason, b u t so, allegedly, d id  N a p o le o n  

w ho destroyed h im .99 T h e  b ro th e rh o o d  was a society o f  equals, b u t 

i t  was o rgan ized in  a h ie ra rch y  o f  m e r it,  and socia l equa lity  genera lly  

s topped at the  lodges’ d o o r. M asons traced  a m e ta p h o ric  genealogy 

back to s tone b u ild e rs  and  handw orke rs ; in  p ractice , they were n e i­

th e r. T h e y  were, ra th e r, “ social a rch itec ts ,”  b u t  th is  to o  c o u ld  m ean 

m any d if fe re n t  th in g s . A l l  were c h a m p io n s  o f  c o s m o p o lita n is m ,

9 8 . L od ges  d o t te d  th e  C a r ib b e a n  as w e l l  as th e  A m e r ic a n  c o lo n ie s . T h e y  w e re  “ a 
fa m i l ia r  fe a tu re  in  c o lo n ia l S a in t -D o m in g u e ”  a m o n g w h ite  c o lo n ia lis ts  (N ic h o lls ,  From 
Dessalines to Duvalier, 2 3 ) ;  a n d  were re e s ta b lish e d  in  b la c k  H a i t i  as a fu n d a m e n ta l assoc i­
a t io n  o f  c iv i l soc ie ty . In  th e  A g e  o f  R e v o lu t io n , th e y e x is te d a s  w e ll i n  H a it i ,  M a r t in iq u e ,  
N ic a ra g u a , A n t ig u a ,  th e  V ir g in  Is land s , B e rm u d a , H o n d u ra s ,  G ra n a d a , D o m in ic a ,  th e  
Baham as, St. T h o m a s , T r in id a d ,  C u ba , M e x ic o , a n d  th e  C re e k  a n d  C h e ro k e e  In d ia n  
n a t io n s  o f  th e  n o r th -c o n t in e n ta l so u th e a s t (th a n ks  to  R ic h e n e lA s a n o  a n d  L in d a  R u p e r t 
f o r  th is  in fo r m a t io n ) .

9 9 .  N a p o le o n  is  a lle g e d  to  h ave  b e co m e  a M a s o n  in  M a lta  in  1 7 9 8 ; w h i le  th a t 
c la im  is  in  som e d is p u te , i t  is c le a r th a t he  was sym p a th e tic  to  th e  m o ve m e n t a n d  a p ­
p o in te d  its  m e m b e rs  to  h ig h  p laces. H is  1798 m il i t a r y  a d v e n tu re  in  E g yp t s tre n g th e n e d  
th is  a s s o c ia tio n , as h is  o c c u p y in g  o f f ic e rs  in t r o d u c e d  th e  lo dges th e re . F re e m a s o n ry  
has s in ce  been  an  a tta c h m e n t f o r  m a n y  F re n c h  heads o f  s tate. I t  re m a in s  f o r  m a n y  a 
s y m b o l o f  E u ro p e a n  im p e r ia l is m ,  a t tra c t in g  as m e m b e rs  c o lo n ia l (a n d  p o s tc o lo n ia l)  
e lites .

U N I V E R S A L  H I S T O R Y



U N I V E R S A L  H I S T O R Y

en thus ias tica lly  em b rac in g  the  idea o f  g loba l b ro th e rh o o d .100 Som e 

were ra d ic a lly  in c lus ive  in  t h e ir  m e m b e rs h ip .101 B u t o n ly  a m in o r ity  

were ra c ia lly  m ixed, o the rs  exclusive ly b la c k .102

A l l  lodges p ra c ticed  c iv ic  v ir tu e s  as a t ra in in g  g ro u n d  fo r  c i t i ­

zenship. T h e  m em bers’ w ithd raw a l f ro m  society allowed d issen t fro m  

the d o m in a n t c u ltu ra l e thos, and encouraged u to p ia n  th in k in g  fo r  

w h ic h  the w o r ld  o u ts id e  was n o t ready—s tru c tu ra l e lem en ts  th a t 

u n d e rs ta n d a b ly  m ade c iv il a u th o r it ie s  nervous. Lo dg e  secrecy was 

in h e re n t ly  p o lit ic a l,  as m e m b e rsh ip  p ro v id e d  tra n s n a tio n a l lo y a l­

ties, a lte rna tive  social id e n tit ie s  and c o m p e tin g  sources o f  au th o rity . 

B u t p o lit ic a l a f f in it ie s  spanned the spe c tru m : B r it is h  lodges in  the  

early  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry  were consc ious ly  opposed to  p o lit ic a l ac­

tiv is m , A u s tr ia n  lodges f o r  a t im e  boasted roya lty  as sponso rs , w h ile  

o th e rs , lik e  those discussed in  “ H ege l and H a it i , ”  spawned arm ed 

re v o lu tio n a r ie s .103

1 0 0 . A m e r ic a n  In d ia n s ,  in i t ia t e d  in to  L o n d o n  lodges as M a s o n s , jo in e d  th e  
B r i t is h  s id e  aga ins t A m e r ic a n  R e v o lu t io n a r ie s ;  M asons o n  a ll sides a re  a lle g e d  to  have 
s h o w n  le n ie n c y  to  fe llo w  M asons c a p tu re d  as p r is o n e rs  d u r in g  th is  s tru g g le  a n d  th e  
F re n c h  and  In d ia n  W ar.

101. In  C a rp e n t ie r ’s w e ll-re se a rch e d  h is to r ic a l n o v e l set in  th e  C a r ib b e a n  ( in  w h ic h  
th e  h is to r ic a l f ig u re  and M a so n , O ge, makes an  app ea rance ), th e  p o l i t ic a l ly  ra d ic a l F o r ­
e ig n e rs ' L o d g e  had  “ a h e a lth y  d e m o c ra t ic  a tm o s p h e re ”  w h e re  E u ro p e a n  n o b i l i t y  “ c o u ld  
m ix  fa m il ia r ly  w i th  a c o lo u re d  p a t r io t  f r o m  M a r t in iq u e ,  a fo rm e r  J e s u it  f r o m  Paraguay, 
h o m e s ic k  f o r  h is  m is s io n -s ta t io n ,  a F le m is h  typ o g raphe r, expe lled f r o m  h is  c o u n try  f o r  
p r in t in g  p ro p a g a n d a  o r  an  e x ile d  S p a n ia rd , a p e d d le r  by  day a n d  an o ra to r  by  n ig h t ,  w h o  
c la im e d  tha t fre e m a s o n ry  had a lrea dy been active in  A v ila  in  th e  s ix te e n th  ce n tu ry , as was 
p ro ve d  by  c e rta in  designs o f  com passes, set squares a n d  m a lle ts , re c e n tly  d is c o v e re d -  
a c c o rd in g  to  h im —in  th e  C h u rc h  o f  O u r  Lad y  o f  th e  A s s u m p tio n , b u i l t  by th e  f  am ous 
Jew ish  a rc h ite c t M osen R u b i de B ra q u e m o n te ”  (C a rp e n t ie r ,  Explosion in a Cathedral, 102—3 ).

1 0 2 . Som e o f  these h a d  lo n g  and  im p o r ta n t  h is to r ie s ;  f o r  e xa m p le , P r in c e  H a ll 
M ason's L o d g e  b e g u n  in  P u e rto  R ico , th a t in  N e w  Y o rk  in  th e  la te -n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  
in c lu d e d  S h o m b u rg , a b la c k  P u e r to  R ic a n , w h o  n e g o tia te d  th e  “ t ra n s c u ltu r a l d i f f e r -  
e n c e " o f  m u lt ip le  id e n t it ie s  as b lack, M a s o n , A f r o - H is p a n ic ,  C a r ib b e a n , and  “ G u a r -  
io n e x ,”  h is  r e v o lu t io n a ry  p e n  n a m e  th a t  was th e  n a m e  o f  an  In d ia n  c h ie f  f r o m  S a n to  
D o m in g o  c o n v ic te d  b y  th e  S p a n is h  c o lo n ia l a u th o r it ie s  f o r  h is  u p r is in g s  w h o  d ie d  in  
1 5 0 2  (see A r r o y o ,  “ T e c h n o lo g ie s ,”  4—2 5 )*

103 See above. “ H ege l a n d  H a it i , ”  62—65. T h e  lo d g e  th a t M o z a rt jo in e d  i n  V ie n n a  
in  1784  was f o r  so c ia liz in g  an d  d r in k in g ,  as o pp osed  to  those  th a t c rea ted  re v o lu t io n a ry  
n e tw o rk s . H a p s b u rg  E m p e ro r  Joseph I I  was in i t ia l ly  sym p a th e tic  to  th e  m o v e m e n t as
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Freem asonry spread w ith  co lon iza tio n , b u t c o lo n iza tio n  changed 

it. Perhaps the  m ost im p o r ta n t  aspect o f  th is  con tex t was the  need 

to  t ru s t  strangers in  a s trange la n d . “ Lodges f i r s t  s ta rte d  in  the  sea­

p o rts  an d  t r a d in g  c o m m u n it ie s  as c o m m e rc ia l c lubs o r  business 

re fe rences.” 104 M asonry , l ik e  o th e r  secret societies, crea ted  fic tiv e  

k in s h ip  re la tio n s , p ro v id in g  m u tu a l aid fo r  b ro th e rs  o f  the lodge 

(C u ba n  b lack lodges raised m on ey  to  free  slaves).105 T h e y  were ex­

e m p la ry  o f  secret societies th ro u g h o u t h is to ry  th a t have spread a long  

trade  rou tes, where business transa c tion s  cross c o m m u n ity  lin e s , 

and  tra d it io n a l social a f f in it ie s  are in s u f f ic ie n t  fo r  b u ild in g  re liab le  

hu m a n  ne tw orks.

“ H as fre e m a s o n ry  c o n tr ib u te d  its share to  the  ce re m o n y  o f  

vod ou ?  So i t  is sa id ,”  w rite s  the a n th ro p o lo g is t A lf re d  M e tra u x  in  

h is study o f  the  H a it ia n  re lig io u s  c u lt .106 V o d o u  has changed over 

tim e , and in  its re la tio n  to  H a itia n  Freemasonry. B u t con tem poraries

a b u i ld e r  o f  n a t io n a l p a tr io t is m , b u t  by 1785 he  fe a re d  i t  was b e c o m in g  to o  p o w e r fu l.  
T h e  c o n n e c tio n s  betw een  M o z a r t's  o pe ra  TheMogicFlute a n d  F re e m a s o n ry  are n o w  w e ll 
k n o w n . T h e  fa m o u s  a rc h ite c t  K a r l  F r ie d r ic h  S c h in k e l des igned  th e  sce n e ry  f o r  th e  
p r o d u c t io n  o f  The Magic Flute th a t ope n e d  in  B e r l in  in  1816, o n e  year b e fo re  H e g e l began 
h is  p ro fe s s o rs h ip  the re . M o z a r t ’s la s t c o m p le te d  w o rk , K 6 2 3 ,  *s k n o w n  as “ L i t t le  M a ­
s o n ic  C a n ta ta ,”  d a te d  15 N o v e m b e r  I 7 9 1- T h e  w o rd s  a p p e a r  to  have b e e n  w r i t te n  by 
M o z a r t  h im s e lf ,  f o r  the  in a u g u r a t io n  o f  a new te m p le  “ Es u m sch la n g e  d iese  K e tte ;  es 
w ie  d iese  h e il ig e  S ta tte /A u c h  den gan zen  E rd e n b a ll . ”  See L a n d o n , Mozart and the Masons.

1 0 4 . L ip s o n , Freemasonry tn Federalist Connecticut, J .
105  B e n ja m in  F ra n k l in ,  h im s e l f  a M a s o n , w ro te :  “ T h e y  speak a u n iv e rs a l la n ­

guage a n d  act as a p a s s p o rt to  th e  a t te n t io n  a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  in i t ia t e d  in  a l l p a r ts  o f  
th e  w o r ld  . . . th e y  have  m ade m e n  o f  th e  m o s t h o s t i le  fe e lin g s , a n d  m o s t d is ta n t  r e l i ­
g io n s , a n d  th e  m o s t d iv e rs i f ie d  c o n d it io n s  [Jews, M u s lim s ,  b lacks , A m e r ic a n  In d ia n s ]  
r u s h  to  th e  a id  o f  each o th e r ,  a n d  fe e l so c ia l jo y  a n d  s a tis fa c tio n  th a t  th e y  have  b e e n  able 
to  a f fo r d  r e l ie f  to  a b r o th e r  M a s o n ”  (c ite d  in  C la w s o n , Constructing Brotherhood, j j ) .

1 0 6 . M e tra u x , LeVaudouhaitian, 1 4 0 . M e tra u x , b o r n i  n  S w itz e r la n d  a n d  e du ca ted  in  
Paris, was a c o n te m p o ra ry  o f  th e  g e n e ra tio n  o f  P a ris ian  S u rre a lis ts  w h o  h e ld  a fa s c in a tio n  
f o r  V o d o u ,  a m o n g  w h o m  som e, l ik e  M ic h e l L e n s , v ie w ed p ra c t it io n e rs  n o t  as th e  p r im ­
it iv e  “ o th e r , ”  b u t  as a p h e n o m e n o n  o f  m o d e rn ity  th a t  d e s ta b ilize d  th e  very n o t io n  o f  o t h ­
erness, th e  idea o f  d is t in c t ly  separate c u ltu re s  u p o n  w h ic h  c o n v e n tio n a l e th n o g ra p h ie s  
w ere based. In s is t in g  o n  th e  th e a tr ic a lity  o f  its  r itu a ls ,  M e tra u x  be lieve d  V o d o u  s h o u ld  be 
s tu d ie d  n o t  as a n  e xo tic  a n d  p r im it iv e  re m n a n t,  b u t  as a p lace o f  o ve rla p , clash, a n d  c re ­
a tio n , an  u rb a n  r e l ig io n  o f  “ th e  o th e r  W est.”  See J. M ic h a e l D ash , “ L e j e  de  f a u t r e , ”  
L’Espnt Creator, 4 7 » 1 ( 2 0 0 7 ) .  8 4 —95* M y  p o s it io n  is in  sym pa thy  w ith  M e tra u x .
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o f  th e  A ge o f  R e v o lu tio n  pe rce ived  V o d o u  as “ a s o rt o f  re lig io u s  

and  d a n c in g  m aso n ry ” w ith  reason, g iven its em brace o f  s trangers  

and  syn c re tic  ep is tem o logy .107

T h e  m il l io n s  o f  slaves b ro u g h t to  the New W o rld , o fte n  p o r ­

trayed  as an u n d iffe re n t ia te d  mass, were as va ried  in  language, re ­

l ig io n ,  custom s, and  p o lit ic a l in s t itu t io n s  as E u ro pe an  p o p u la tio n s  

in  the  co lo n ie s . W h ile  i t  is t ru e  th a t the  massive in f lu x  o f  slaves to  

S a in t-D o m in g u e  in  the  decades ju s t p r io r  to  the  re v o lu t io n  were 

sh ipped  p re d o m in a n t ly  f r o m  the  coasts o f  the  K o n g o  and B e n in ,  

they  were b ro u g h t the re  f ro m  m u lt ip le  lo ca tio ns  in  the  in te r io r  as 

p r is o n e rs  o f  w ars waged against an d  am o ng  each o th e r—the g re a t 

K o n g o  c iv i l w ars th a t had raged fo r  a c e n tu ry  and  reached a peak in

107- See above, “ H e g e l a n d  H a i t i , ”  6 5 n I2 9



F IG U R E  2 0 . M a s o n ic  in i t ia t io n  ce re m o n y , 

la te  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry .

the  1780s, and the m u lt ip le  wars waged by D ahom ey (now  B e n in )  

aga inst the  O y o  and o th e r ne ig hbo rs  w ith  a lte rn a tin g  ou tcom es and 

in c re a s in g  in te n s ity .108 T hese o n e tim e  enem ies, enslaved o n  the  

b a ttle fie ld  and sold v ia  ind igenous m erchants to  E uropeans as hu m a n  

m erchand ise , u n d e rw e n t a k in d  o f  e x tra o rd in a ry  re n d it io n ,  fo rc e -

1 0 8 . “ I t  is  w o r th y  o f  c o n s id e ra t io n ,  a f te r  a l l,  th a t  p e rh a p s  as m a n y  as tw o - th ir d s  
o f  th e  slaves in  S a in t -D o m in g u e  ( H a i t i )  o n  th e  eve o f  th e  re v o lu t io n  h a d  been  b o r n ,  
ra ise d , a n d  s o c ia liz e d  in  A f r ic a , ”  in c lu d in g  som e 6 2 , 0 0 0  K o n g o le s e  e x p o rte d  d u r in g  
th e  decade o f  1 7 8 0 —1790 ( T h o r n to n ,  ‘“ I  am  th e  S u b je c t o f  th e  K in g  o f  C o n g o , ’ ”  183 ). 
T h e  K o n g o le s e  h a d b e e n  to r n  b y  c iv i l w a r s in ce  th e  m id -s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry . T h e  O y o  
E m p ire  was w o n  a t th e  expense  o f  th e  B e n in  p e o p le s  to  th e  east, so th a t by  th e  la te -  
e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry , i t  c o n t r o l le d  o v e r  h a l f  o f  w h a t was la te r  n a m e d  Y o ru b a la n d .  F o r an  
a c c o u n t o f  th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th is  g e n e ra tio n ’s e x p e rie n c e  o f  b a t t le  a n d  th e  fo r m  o f  
m i l i t a r y  ta c tic s  th a t  m ade  th e  slave in s u rg e n ts  so success fu l, see T h o r n t o n ,  “A f r ic a n  
S o ld ie rs  in  th e  H a it ia n  R e v o lu t io n , ”  5 8 —8 0 .
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fu l tra n s fe r o u t o f  th e ir  native ju r is d ic t io n s  tha t am oun ted  to  to r tu re  

by p roxy. I t  was the  shared traum a o f  defeat, slavery, ban ishm en t, and 

the  h o r ro rs  o f  the  A t la n t ic  crossing and p la n ta tio n  la b o r  tha t V o d o u , 

in  a b u rs t o f  c u l tu r a l c re a tio n , t ra n s fo rm e d  in to  a c o m m u n ity  o f  

t r u s t .109

V o d o u  was p u b lic  re l ig io n  as w e ll as a secret society. L ik e  F ree­

m asonry , g iven th e  need to  c o m m u n ica te  v isu a lly  w hen c o m m o n  

language was la ck ing , em b lem s, secret signs, m im e tic  p e rfo rm a n ce , 

and  r itu a l w ere  fu n d a m e n ta l. A n d  lik e  Freem asonry, shared k n o w l­

edge was en v is io ne d  as an am algam  o f  e lem ents d raw n  f  ro m  a w ho le  

va rie ty  o f  hu m an  cu ltu re s , open  and  ad d itive , ra the r than  h ie ra r ­

ch ica lly  closed. C o sm o lo g ica l specu la tion  proceeds d if fe re n t ly  here 

th a n  w ith  abstract rea son ing . T h e  p h ilo s o p h ic a l p r in c ip le  is syn­

c re tism  ra th e r th a n  synthesis, correspondences across n o n id e n tic a l 

c u ltu ra l fie lds . T h e  w o r ld ly  residue, the  m a tte r o f  w ha t H ege l ca lled  

“ lazy ex is tence ,”  is never overcom e. In  con tra s t to  H e g e lia n  syn­

thesis w here  c o n tra d ic to ry  te rm s fa ll u n d e r  an o ve ra rch ing  concep t, 

signs re m a in  d is tin c t, d is jo in te d , m o lecu la r, connected rh iz o m ic a lly  

w i th in  the w h o le . T he  b o u n d a rie s  o f  these m e a n in g  systems are 

p o ro u s . T h e re  is n o  edge to  M asonic o r  V o d o u  em blem atics, and in  

th is  sense they c o u ld , and d id , b leed in to  each o th e r. T h e  o rth o d o x  

cross, the  bu ilde rs* compass, the  ra in b o w  and  the  serpent, the  s k u ll 

and crossbones, were em b lem s shared by V o d o u  and F reem asonry. 

A n d  yet these New  W o r ld  practices were fa r fro m  id e n tic a l,  n o t b e ­

cause o f  some essential “ otherness” o f  A fr ic a n  hum an ity , b u t  because 

o f  the  essentia lly inhuman experience o f  m o d e rn  slavery. M e trau x  i n ­

sists: “T h e  p o lit ic a l and socia l fram ew orks p e c u lia r  to  the A fr ic a n  

tr ib e s  f ro m  w h o m  th e  H a itia n s  o f  today  are descended, were pulverized 

by slavey ” uo T he re  is n o th in g  com parable in  E u ro pe an  Freem asonry.

109 - T h e re  are re la te d  p h e n o m e n a ; C a n d o m b le  ( in  B r a z i l) ,  S a n ta r ia  ( in  C u b a , 
P u e r to  R ic o , a n d  P a n a m a ), a n d  S h ango  ( in  T r in id a d ) .

I IO .  M e tra u x , Voodoo in H a iti, 59  (m y  e m p h a s is ).
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E m blem s a re  s ile n t signs, m e a n in g fu l o n ly  w hen in te rp re te d , an d  

here th e  m od e  o f  in te rp re ta tio n  is decisive. V o d o u  was con s tru c te d  

o u t o f  the  a lle g o ric a l m ode o f  seeing th a t experiences h is to ry  as ca­

ta s tro p h e .111 F o r those w h o  have been defeated by h is to ry , whose so­

c ia l re la tio n s  have been severed, w ho live  in  ex ile , m e a n in g  d ra in s  

o u t o f  the  ob jects o f  a w o r ld  th a t has been im p o ve rish e d  by physica l 

d is tance and pe rson a l loss. In  V o d o u , the  co llec tive  l i fe  o f  n o t one 

b u t m u lt ip le  cu ltu res  has been shattered, s u rv iv in g  as debris  and in  

decay. E m b lem s are h o llo w e d  o u t; th e ir  m eanings have becom e a r ­

b itra ry .112 T h e  s k u ll an d  crossbones—a v a ria n t o f  the  pervasive em ­

b le m  o f  the  deaths-head—sign ifies  n o t m e re ly  th e  trans iency  o f  life ,  

b u t the  trans ien cy  o f  m ea n ing , the  im p e rm a n e n ce  o f  t ru th  its e lf .113 

T h e  gods are ra d ic a lly  d is ta n t. T h e y  have deserted  th e  liv in g .  T h e y  

m ust be reca lled , phys ica lly  ree m bo d ie d , li te ra lly  “ possessing” the 

body o f  a be lie ve r at every V o d o u  cerem ony, ju s t  as the  e labora te ly

111. T h is  u n d e rs ta n d in g  is  in d e b te d  to  W a lte r  B e n ja m in ,  f o r  w h o m  “ [a ] l le g o ry  
was th e  m ode  o f  p e rc e p t io n  p e c u lia r  to  a t im e  o f  soc ia l d is r u p t io n  and  p ro tra c te d  war, 
w h e n  h u m a n  s u f fe r in g  a n d  m a te r ia l r u in  w e re  th e  s t u f f  a n d  substance o f  h is to r ic a l ex­
p e r ie n c e ”  (B u c k -M o rs s ,  Dialectics o f  Seeing, 178 ).

112. T h e  o b je c ts  in  th e  w o r ld ,  e m p t ie d  o f  t r a d i t io n a l m e a n in g , c a n  be f i l l e d  b y  
th e  re s id u e s  o f  m u lt ip le  c o n te n ts . R a th e r th a n  p o in t in g  to  a t ra n s c e n d e n t t r u t h ,  th e y  
are s igns o f  th e  f u n g ib i l i t y  o f  m e a n in g —an im age  o f  snakes b e in g  d r iv e n  b y  St. P a tr ic k  
f ro m  Ire la n d  is  t ra n s fo rm e d  in to  “ m u lt ip le  e m b o d im e n ts  o f  th e  [sacre d  D a h o m e a n ] 
s e rp e n t o f  th e  s k y ”  ( T h o m p s o n ,  Flash o f  the Spirit, 176)—o r ,  th e y  m ig h t  be  d is c a rd e d  a l­
to g e th e r .  T h is  p rocess o f  th e  decay o f  m e a n in g s  m ay have  s ta rte d  a lre a d y  in  A f r ic a  as a 
c o n se q u e n ce  o f  th e  soc ia l d is ru p t io n s  o f  wars, to  a c o n s id e ra b le  deg ree  d r iv e n  b y  th e  
slave trad e . H e g e l re fe rs  to  obse rvers ’ co m m e n ts  th a t A fr ic a n s  th re w  away th e ir  “ fe tishes ” 
th a t d is a p p o in te d  as ev idence  o f  th e  a rb itra r in e s s  (h e n ce , in  h is  view, p r im it iv e n e s s )  o f  
th e ir  systems o f  b e lie f. O n e  w o u ld  need to  q u e s tio n  h is  p re s u m p tio n  th a t such  had  always 
bee n  th e  case. Was th is  p ra c tice , ra th e r, th e  conse quence  o f  th e  d is in te g ra t io n  o f  A f r ic a n  
c u ltu re s  w hose e c o n o m ic  a n d  p o l i t ic a l base was a ffe c te d  b y  th e  E u ro p e a n  slave tra d e ?

113. T h e  appearance  o f  th e  sam e s ig n  in  ve ry  d i f f e r e n t  co n te x ts  h e re  p o in ts  n o t  
to  s y m b o lic  u n i ty ,  b u t  to  th e  a l le g o r ic a l a rb it ra r in e s s  o f  m e a n in g s . I n  th e  e ig h te e n th  
c e n tu ry ,  th e  s k u l l a n d  c rossbones was an  e m b le m  o f  th e  P ru ss ia n  m i l i t a r y  and p ira te  
sh ips , an  in s ig n ia  o f  th e  B r i t is h  tro o p s  th a t a lso a p p e a re d  o n  G eo rge  W a s h in g to n ’s M a ­
s o n ic  a p ro n  I n  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry ,  th is  s ig n  lo s t its  e m b le m a tic  p o w e r  w h e n  its  
m e a n in g  was f ix e d  by in te r n a t io n a l c o n v e n t io n  as th e  s ig n  o f  p o is o n .
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conceived veves, the  V o d o u  cosm ogram s fig u re d  o n  the  g ro u n d  in  

p o u re d  p o w d e r an d  erased by the  dance rs ’ fee t, m us t be created 

every t im e  anew .114

T h is  is the  a lleg o rica l experience ; in  it, c u ltu re  exists as ru in s . 

In  con tra s t, F reem asonry’s cosm ologica l speculations are s itua ted in  

the  tra n s h is to r ic a l re a lm  o f  sym bols, th e  goal o f  w h ich  is un co ve rin g  

e te rn a l tru th s . K no w ledg e  is sough t n o t fro m  c u ltu ra l fragm en ts  

o f  the  recen t past, b u t f r o m  the  g ra n d  m o n u m e n ts  o f  a n c ie n t eras 

and  rem o te  c iv iliz a tio n s . W h e n  i t  comes to  em b lem atics , sym bols 

a im  to w a rd  tim elessness and system ic w holeness: “ F reem ason ry  

taugh t tha t . . . m e n  sh o u ld  seek to  b u ild  a T e m p le  o f  H u m a n ity  in  

w h ich  a ll valuable know ledge w o u ld  be e n s h rin e d , and where the 

lost past w o u ld  be rem em bered .*’115 Such c o n fid e n ce  in  the  p e rm a ­

nence o f  m ea n ings  is the  lu x u ry  o f  those at hom e in  the  liv in g  pres­

en t, fo r  w h o m  the fo rw a rd  m arch  o f  t im e  appears as progress, and 

h is to ry  rem a ins  in ta c t despite  m a te ria l decay—an experience a n t i­

th e tic a l to  th a t o f  A fr ic a n -A m e r ic a n  slaves.

T h e re  have be en  im press ive  e th n o g ra p h ic  stud ies id e n t ify in g  

the  reappearance o f  A fr ic a n  re lig io u s  and socia l e lem ents w ith in  

H a it ia n  c u ltu ra l fo rm s .116 I  do n o t m ean to  im p ly  tha t in  the New 

W o r ld  n o th in g  rem a ine d  o f  o r ig in a l in te n t .  B u t i t  is inconce ivab le , 

f ro m  a h u m a n  p o in t  o f  view, th a t these b ru ta lly  enslaved and  expa-

114. See above, f ig u re  I I .  I t  is s t r i k in g  th a t  these im a g e s  p ro d u c e d  o n  th e  g ro u n d  
o f  V o d o u  te m p le s  a re  a n  in te n t io n a lly  t ra n s ito ry  f o r m  o f  sacred a r t. T h e y  have n o  fu ­
tu re . “ E ve ryw h e re  in  v o d o n [s ic  ] a rt, o n e  u n iv e rs e  a bu ts  a n o th e r , ”  w r ite s  T h o m p s o n , 
w h o  d e sc rib e s  th e  c o n te n t  o f  th e  veves as “ g e o m e tr ic  th o u g h t  ”  H e  a t t r ib u te s  to  th e  g e o ­
m e tr ic  f o r m  o f  th e  veves a u n i ty  o f  c o n te n ts  as w e ll “ I n  o th e r  w o rd s , th is  is  m o re  th a n  
a c r isscross  o f  th e  e a rth  at p o in t  o f  c o n ta c t w i th  th e  sky. I n  e ffe c t, th is  veve c o m p le x  p r o ­
v id e s  g e o m e tr ic  fo cu s  f  o r  a c o n s te l la t io n  o f  D a h o m e a n , K o n g o ,  a n d  R o m a n  C a th o lic  
fo rce s  c o n s t itu t in g  th e  ve ry  fa b r ic  o f  H a it ia n  c u l tu r a l h is to ry ”  (T h o m p s o n ,  Flash o f  the 
Spirit, 191, I l 6  )  T h e  p o in t  m ade he re  is  th a t  T h o m p s o n ’s in te r p r e ta t io n  o f  te x tu a l 
w ho leness is u to p ia n  ra th e r  th a n  rea l, a n d  to  a g rea t e x te n t th e  f ic t io n a l c re a t io n  o f  la te r  
c o m m e n ta to rs .

I I 5 - C u r l ,  A rt and Architecture o f  Freemasonry, 136 .
116. L e a de rs  i n  th is  f ie ld  are M e lv i le J  H e rs k o v its , J o h n  M . Ja n z e n , R o b e r t F a rris  

T h o m p s o n ,  a n d  J o h n  K .  T h o r n t o n .
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tr ia te d  persons carried th e ir  ritu a ls  and gods w ith  them  in  slave-sh ip 

ho ld s  lik e  so m u ch  checked baggage, as i f  a r r iv in g  o n  a d ip lo m a tic  

m iss ion  o f  c u ltu ra l exchange. D ahom ean (F on) and Y o ru b a n  (Nago) 

de ities  in d e e d  reappear a longs ide K o n g o  d iv in it ie s  in  the H a it ia n  

p a n th e o n , b o th  in te rcha nge ab ly  w ith  R o m an  C a th o lic  saints, b u t 

th e ir  loss o f  u n iq u e  aura, th e ir  fu n g ib le  equivalence, im p lie s  a p r o ­

fo u n d  tra n s m u ta tio n  o f  th e ir  pow ers .117 H e rskov its  has traced  the  

H a it ia n  zombi, ph an tasm  o f  the  l iv in g  dead, to  D a hom ean le g e n d .118 

B u t Dayan is su re ly  r ig h t  to  argue th a t th is  f ig u re ,  “ a soulless husk 

d e p rive d  o f  fre e d o m ” and  “ the  u lt im a te  s ign  o f  loss and disposses­

s io n ,”  takes o n  u n p re c e d e n te d  m e a n in g  in  response to  c o lo n ia l 

slavery’s “ p e c u lia r b ra n d  o f  sensuous d o m in a t io n ,” an d  the c o n d i­

t io n s  o f  fo rced , free  la b o r  th a t fo llo w e d  H a it ia n  in d e p e n d e n c e .119

W ha t does i t  m ean to  ca ll the N o r th  K o n g o  secret societies o f  

Lemba the “ r ig h t fu l sou rce ” 120 o f  the  H a it ia n  V o d o u  practices o f  the  

same nam e, w hen the  fo rm e r  was an o rg a n iz a tio n  o f  slave trade rs , 

and V o d o u  practices were p e r fo rm e d  by the  very in d iv id u a ls  they 

so ld?  T h e  B a n tu  w o rd  Lemba means “ re c o n c ilia t io n ,”  “ m a in ta in in g  

peace” in  b o th  cases, b u t  in  w ild ly  d if fe re n t  contexts. A f r ic a n  Lemba 

healed pe rson a l and  socia l a f f lic t io n s  th a t were the  consequence o f

117. See T h o m p s o n ,  Flash o ftheS pirit, 166—6 7 , f o r  a th e  e q u iv a le n t Y o ru b a ,
F o n  ( o f  D a h o m e y ), a n d  H a it ia n  nam es o f  th e  god s. T h e  loa (d e it ie s )  o f  K o n g o  o r ig in  
in c lu d e  S im b i,  N k ita ,  a n d  M b u m b a .

118. H e rs k o v its ,  Dahomey, 2 4 3 .
119. D a yan , Haiti, Historyandthe Gods, 3 7 . A s  “ th e  m o s t p o w e r fu l e m b le m  o f  apa thy, 

a n o n y m ity ,  a n d  lo ss ,”  th e  zpmbi “ te lls  th e  s to ry  o f  c o lo n iz a t io n ” —as w e ll as “ th e  tw e n t ie th -  
c e n tu ry  h is to ry  o f  fo rc e d  la b o r  a n d  d e n ig r a t io n  th a t becam e p a r t ic u la r ly  acu te  d u r in g  
th e  A m e r ic a n  o c c u p a tio n  o f  H a i t i "  (H a iti, History and the Gods, 3 7 ) .  “ T h e  lw a [/oa] m o s t 
o f te n  in v o k e d  b y  today 's  v o d o u  p r a c t it io n e rs  d o  n o t  go  b a ck  to  A f r ic a ”  (H a iti, History and 
the Gods, 3 6 ) .

1 2 0 . “ [R o b e r t  F a rr is ]  T h o m p s o n  [see Flash o f the Spirit] is  th e  f i r s t  to  id e n t if y  Lembas 
r ig h t f u l  so u rce  in  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  H a it ia n  r e l ig io n  as th e  n o r th - K o n g o  h e a lin g  c u l t  
b y  th e  sam e n a m e " (Janzen , Lemba, 2 8 0 ) .  Ja n ze n  ackno w le dges th a t th e  h is to r ic a l l i n k  
is “ te n u o u s ” ; s t i l l ,  th e  s t ru c tu ra l s im ila r it ie s  c a n n o t be d e n ie d  (Lemba, 27&)- See Janzen, 
Lemba, 5 3 , f o r a  d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  s e v e n te e n th -c e n tu ry  K o n g o  nk is i in  th e  coasta l s la v in g  
p o r t  o f  L o a n g o  th a t p ro te c te d  th e  dea d  aga ins t w itc h e s  w h o  w o u ld  d ra g  o f f  t h e i r  sou ls  
to  s la ve ry  a n d  fo rc e d  la b o r .
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m a te ria l gains f ro m  th e  A t la n t ic  trade  in  guns a n d  slaves (e leven 

guns, “ obsolete castoffs fro m  E uropean arsena ls/’ were the  equ iva len t 

o f  one hu m an  enslaved as the consequence o f  wars spu rred  on  by the 

arm s trade121). O p e ra tin g  a long  in la n d  trade routes, Lemba em erged 

a m o n g  m e rc a n tile  c lans th a t fo rm e d  a n e tw o rk  s t re tc h in g  f ro m  

the  coastal cities deep in to  the  s la v e -p ro d u c in g  in te r io r .122 Its e lite  

m em bers, “wealthy (o r  w e a lth -a cq u ir in g ) and in f lu e n t ia l m erchan ts ,

121. J a n z e n , Lemba, 3 4 .
122 . J a n z e n , Lemba, 3 4 . C lo s e ly  c o n n e c te d  w ith  th e  t ra d in g  c la n s  o f  th e  Vdi o f  

n o r th  K o n g o , th e  Lemba c u lt  p ra c t ic e d  in  th e  coasta l p o r t  o f  L o g a n o  a m o n g  “ a se d e n ta ry  
c o m m e rc ia l e lite  in  to u c h  w ith  E u ro p e a n  t ra d e rs ”  c o n n e c te d  to  “ th e  e n d p o in t  o f  th e  
tra d e ”  b y  m o b ile  t ra d e rs  c a r ry in g  p o r ta b le  Lemba sh r in e s  in la n d  (Lemba, 5 4 » 3 2 4 ) -

1 3 0
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judges , healers, d iv in e rs , and ch ie fs ,” 123 were endow ed w ith  p r ie s tly  

fu n c tio n s  such as s a n c tify in g  m arriage  a lliances, u p h o ld in g  m arke t 

laws, r itu a lis t ic a lly  re d is tr ib u t in g  wealth , and p e rf o rm in g  the  id e o ­

log ica l magic o f  c o n flic t re s o lu tio n  and social c o n tro l.124 Its  m em bers 

were “ persons d riven , even obsessed w ith  success in  trade, in flue nce , 

and  p u b lic  p re s tige .” 125 In  a society possessing “a s tro n g  e g a lita ria n  

e th ic ,”  th e ir  t ra d in g  practices led to  the  m u lt ip le  social m alad ies 

th a t Lemba was ca lled  u p o n  to  h e a l.126

A fr ic a n  Lemba was r i tu a l e x p ia tio n . I t  assuaged the  g u i l ty  c o n ­

sc ience o f  w ea lthy  tra d e rs  an d  m it ig a te d  the  je a lo us ies  o f  th e  u n ­

successful, p re v e n tin g  the  re g io n ’s soc ia l fa b r ic  f r o m  b e in g  to ta lly  

destroyed by the E u ro -A t la n tic  trade. I f ,  as janzen and o thers argue, 

s tr ik in g  c o n t in u it ie s  can be d isce rn ed  betw een Lemba practices in  

O ld  W o r ld  and  New, th e n  the re  were rad ica l d iscon tinu ities  in  th e ir  

h is to r ic a l roles. A fr ic a n  Lemba p ro du ced  the m iseries tha t N ew  W o rld  

slaves en d u re d . T h e  task o f  re c o n c ilia tio n  am ong the slaves sh ipped  

to  S a in t-D o m in g u e , h a rd ly  an issue o f  re d is tr ib u t in g  w ea lth , c o n ­

ce rn ed  b u ild in g  fra te rn a l a lliances o f  t r u s t  a m o n g  fo rm e r  enem ies

123 . J a n z e n , Lemba, 3 17 *
124 * Lemba was a n o n s ta te  m o v e m e n t t o  shape th e  p u b lic  o r d e r  a lo n g  t ra n s p o r t  

ro u te s  r a th e r  th a n  p o l i t ic a l  cen te rs . I n i t ia t io n  m a rr ia g e s  w e re  key to  b r in g in g  u n ity  
a n d  a llia n ce  a m o n g  tra d e rs . “ T h e re  is  n o  d o u b t  . . th a t  th e  Lemba th e ra p e u tic  id e o lo g y  
was a m o d e l f o r  a fu l ly - f o r m e d  s o c ia l s ta te ” ; as “ th e  m a jo r  t ra n s c e n d in g  in s t i tu t io n  o f  
th e  re g io n  f r o m  th e  seven teen th  c e n tu ry  to  th e  tw e n t ie th  ce n tu ry , [ i t ]  a p p a re n tly  played 
th e  key ro le  o f  c re a t in g  a c e re m o n ia l c o n te x t f o r  th e  e c o n o m y  o f  tra d e  to  m esh  w ith  the  
e c o n o m y  o f  a g r ic u ltu ra l p r o d u c t io n ,  and  a c o n te x t  in  w h ic h  to  g e n e ra te  m e d ic in a l 
s y m b o lis m  to  assuage th e  liv e s  o f  th o se  at th e  in te r s e c t io n  o f  th e  tw o  e c o n o m ie s ”  
(Janzen , Lemba, 321 , 3 2 3 )*

125* Ja n z e n , Lemba, 317.
126 . Ja n z e n , Lemba, 318 . “ T h e  c la n  a llia n c e s  co n se c ra te d  b y  Lemba c o n s t itu te d  a 

n e tw o rk  o f  s o c io -p o li t ic a l re la t io n s h ip s  across a vast re g io n , in  p a r t ic u la r  th e  in la n d  
ro u te s  o f  th e  in te r n a t io n a l tra d e  . . . [ o f  slaves a n d  g u n s  th a t]  r e q u ire d  som e f o r m  o f  
s o c ia l c o n t r o l  S u ch  w e a lth  a n d  in f lu e n c e  as th is  b ro u g h t  in t ro d u c e d  s tro n g  c u r re n ts  
o f  en v y  a n d  je a lo u s y  . . . to u c h in g  o f f  in  th e  m in d s  o f  these  w e a lth y  a n d  in f lu e n t ia l  
p e rso n s  such  s y m p to m s  as d ream s, n ig h tm a re s , fe a rs  o f  so rce ry , a ttack , s te r i l i ty ,  dea th , 
a n d  a h o s t o f  o th e r  s p e c ific  sy m p to m s .”  T h e se  a re  th e  Lemba a f f l ic t io n s  a m o n g  “ i n d i ­
v id u a ls  c o m in g  to  te rm s  w i th  th e  c o a s ta l t ra d e ”  (Lemba, 317—18).
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o f  war and am ong  persons massed to g e th e r in  la b o r gangs w ho had 

n o  co m m o n  b a c k g ro u n d  and  l i t t le  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  each o th e r , 

in de ed , th e y  m ay n o t  have kn o w n  o f  each o th e r ’s c u ltu ra l ex is tence 

b e fo re  th e  cross ing .

I f  yeyesand a lta r a rrangem en ts  in  H a it ia n  V o d o u  tem p les  r e p l i ­

cate in  m in ia tu re  the  cosm ogram s paced o u t by Lemba m em bers  o n  

A fr ic a n  meadows, i f  th e  nam es o f  th e  D a hom ean d iv in it ie s  re a p ­

pears in  the  d o m in a n t Rada c u lt o f  V o d o u  loa, in  sho rt, i f  th e  w ords 

and the s tru c tu re  o f  c u ltu ra l language re m a in e d , w ha t was said in  th is  

language in  response to  h is to r ic a l events was to ta lly  new .127 T h is  is 

now here m o re  obvious th a n  in  th e  case o f  th e  secret societies o f  w a r­

r io rs  tha t are said to  have played a p a r t  in  th e  H a it ia n  R e v o lu t io n .128 

W a rr io r  societies existed in  K o n g o , in  D ahom ey, and  elsewhere in  

A fr ic a ,  b u t  th e ir  p u rp o s e  was never to  in it ia te  an event o f  slave 

in s u r re c t io n .  O n  the c o n tra ry : “ T h e  slave tra d e  in te n s i f ie d  the  

D a ho m ean  w a r r io r  way o f  l i fe , ”  because p r is o n e rs  o f  w a r w ere  so ld  

to  th e  tra d e rs .129 N o n e  o f  V o d o u ’s precedents in  A fr ic a  eve r c o n ­

ceived o f  e l im in a t in g  th e  in s t i tu t io n a l a rra ng em en t o f  m aste r and

127-J a n z e n  su m m a rize s  t h e  s c h o la rs h ip  o n  A f r ic a n  in flu e n c e s  in  H a i t i .  “ B o th  in  
r i t u a l  o bse rvan ce  a n d  in  s c h o la rs h ip  th e  d o m in a n t  W e s t-A fr ic a n  in f lu e n c e  is  a c k n o w l­
edged  to  be  th a t  o f  D a h o m e y , as w itn e sse d  by  th e  c u l t ic  v o c a b u la ry  o f  s p ir i ts  (loa), c u l t  
com p le xes (uoudou [s ic . ] ) ,  c u l t  le a d e rs h ip  (houngan, mambo), c u l t  lo c a t io n s  ( hounsi) ,  a n d  
so o n , a lth o u g h  even h e re  th e re  is  th e  p o s s ib il ity  o f  K o n g o  in f lu e n c e  . . . D a h o m e a n  
d e it ie s  a re  c o lle c t iv e ly  k n o w n  as R ada  ( f r o m  th e  s la v in g  p o r t  t o w n  A ra d a ,  i t s e l f  n a m e d  
a f te r  A lla d a ) ,  w hereas th o se  o f  K o n g o  a n d  B a n tu  o r ig in s  have re c e n t ly  b e e n  id e n t i f ie d  
as s t ro n g ly  re a p p e a rin g  in  th e  P e tro  cycle o f  d e itie s ”  (Lemba, 277 )* B u t  D a ya n  cu ts  to  th e  
co re  o f  w h a t m a tte rs  w h e n  she w rite s *  “ Pe tw o gods th a t bea r th e  nam es o f  re v o lt ,  th e  
traces o f  revenge , lik e  B n se  P im b a , B a ro n  Ravage, T i-J e a n  D a n to r ,  E z i l i - je - w o u j ( E z il i  
w i th  re d  eyes), a n d  Je a n  Z o m b i,  re c a ll th e  s tra n g e  p r o m is c u ity  be tw e e n  m as te rs  a n d  
slaves; w h ite ,  b la c k , a n d  m u la t to ;  o ld  w o r ld  a n d  new . T h e s e  r itu a ls  o f  m e m o ry  c o u ld  
be seen as d e p o s its  o f  h is to ry . S h re d s  o f  b o d ie s  com e  b a c k ”  (Haiti, History, and the Gods, 3 5 )-  

128 T h is  is  n o t  to  d e n y  T h o m p s o n ’s c la im  th a t th e  success o f  th e  w a r r io r s  c a n  in  
la rge  p a r t  be  e x p la in e d  b y  th e ir  f o r m e r  w a r r io r  e x p e rie n c e . “ L o o k in g  at th e  re b e l slaves 
o f  H a it i  as A f r ic a n  ve te ra n s  r a th e r  th a n  as H a it ia n  p la n ta t io n  w o rk e rs  m ay w e ll p ro v e  
to  be th e  key th a t u n lo c k s  th e  m ys te ry  o f  th e  success o f  th e  la rge s t slave re v o lt  i n  h is to r y ”  
( T h o r n t o n ,  “A f r ic a n  S o ld ie rs  in  th e  H a it ia n  R e v o lu t io n , ”  74*)*

129* T h o m p s o n ,  Flash o ftheSpirit, 165* T h o m p s o n  m a rve ls  a t th e  c o n t in u i t ie s  b e ­
tw een  c u ltu re s  in  th e  O ld  a n d  N e w  W o r ld .  “ T h e  Y o ru b a  re m a in  th e  Y o ru b a ”  d e s p ite  th e
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slave a ltoge the r. N o  E u ro p e a n  n a t io n  d id  e ith e r. T h e  rad ica l a n t i­

slavery articu la ted  in  S a in t-D o m in g u e  was p o lit ic a lly  unprecedented.

T h e  d e f in i t io n  o f  un ive rsa l h is to ry  tha t begins to  em erge here 

is th is : ra th e r tha n  g iv in g  m u lt ip le ,  d is t in c t  cu ltu re s  equal due, 

whereby people are recognized a s pa rt o f  h u m a n ity  in d ire c tly  th ro u g h  

the m e d ia tio n  o f  co llec tive  c u ltu ra l id e n tit ie s , h u m a n  u n iv e rs a lity  

emerges in  the  h is to r ic a l event at the p o in t  o f  ru p tu re . I t  is in  the 

d isco n tin u itie s  o f  h is to ry  tha t people whose cu ltu re  has been s tra ined 

to  the  b re a k in g  p o in t g ive  expression to  a h u m a n ity  th a t goes be ­

y o n d  c u ltu ra l lim its .  A n d  i t  is in  o u r  em p a th ic  id e n t if ic a t io n  w ith  

th is raw, free , and v u ln e ra b le  state, that we have a chance o f  u n d e r ­

s ta n d in g  what they say. C o m m o n  h u m a n ity  exists in  sp ite  o f  c u ltu re  

and its d iffe rences. A  p e rson ’s n o n id e n t ity  w ith  the  co llec tive  allows 

fo r  sub te rranean s o lid a ritie s  tha t have a chance o f  appealing to  u n i ­

versal, m o ra l s e n tim e n t, the  source tod ay  o f  en thus iasm  and  hope . 

I t  is n o t  th ro u g h  cu ltu re , b u t th ro u g h  the th rea t o f  c u ltu re ’s betrayal 

that consciousness o f  a co m m o n  h u m a n ity  comes to  be.

A t  th e  C rossroads

T h e  r ig h t fu l source o f  H a it ia n  re lig io u s  p ra c tic e  is the  experience 

o f  slavery, le a d in g  to  the  in s u r re c t io n  o f  I7 9 1* T h e  r ig h t fu l source 

o f  u n ive rsa l h is to ry , however, is n o t in  the  spe c ifica lly  H a it ia n  a r­

t ic u la t io n  o f  tha t e v e n t-e v e n  less in  its a b s o rp tio n  by  na rra tives  o f  

the  F rench  R e v o lu tio n . U n iv e rs a lity  is in  the  m om e n t o f  the  slaves’ 

self-awareness tha t the  s itu a tio n  was n o t h u m a n ly  to le ra b le , tha t i t  

m arked the betrayal o f  c iv iliza tio n  and the lim its  o f  c u ltu ra l u n d e r­

s tand ing , the  n o n ra tio n a l,  and n o n ra tio n a liz a b le  course o f  h u m a n

d ia s p o ra , r e f le c t in g  “ th e  t r iu m p h  o f  an  in e x o ra b le  c o m m u n a l w i l l ”  (Flash o f  the Spirit, 
16 ). G iv e n  th e  fa c t th a t  “ Y o ru b a  c u l tu r e ”  is  it s e l f  a c u l tu r a l  in v e n t io n  o f  th e  la te  n in e ­
te e n th  c e n tu ry , th is  p r e s u m p t io n  o f  p e rm a n e n c e  la cks  c r e d ib i l i ty  (see M a to ry , “ T h e  
E n g lis h  P ro fe sso rs  o f  B ra z i l, "  7 2 —1 0 3 ).
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h is to ry  tha t ou ts trip s  in  its inhum an ity  a n y th in g  tha t a c u ltu ra l ou tlaw  

cou ld devise.130 A t the same tim e , we are pushed to  the p o in t  where 

Hegel's d ia le c tic  o f  m aster and slave fa lls s ile n t. Self-awareness m ust 

lead to  a c tio n , andjet ac tion  endangers p rec ise ly  w hat is at stake in  

the  idea o f  u n ive rsa l h u m a n ity . T h e  d ile m m a  o f  the in s u rg e n t, the n  

as now, is tha t v io le n t resistance, a p pa ren tly  ju s t i f ie d  by m o ra l sen­

t im e n t,  sets th e  stage fo r  new  b ru ta lit ie s  tha t a re re p u g n a n t to  tha t 

s e n tim e n t, because against the  enem y o f  h u m a n ity , every ba rba rism  

is a llow ed . W h a t d ia le c tica l u n d e rs ta n d in g , w h a t p o lit ic a l s trugg le 

w i l l  p ro v id e  l ib e ra t io n  f ro m  this c o n tra d ic t io n ?

H is to r ic a l ju d g e m e n t, w hen ca lled  u p o n  to  take sides, reenacts 

th is  m o ra l d ilem m a . T h e  slave cerem ony at Bois C a im an th a t in i t i ­

ated the in s u rre c tio n  provides th e p ra c tic u m  (see fig u re  2 2 ). W r it te n  

sources o f  th is  event o f  A ugust I 791 i n  the n o r th  o f  S a in t-D o m in g u e  

are scant and u n re lia b ly  rem o te . Jus t w hat ha pp en ed , o r even i f  i t  

happened, is endlessly d is p u te d .131 Y e t as the o r ig in a t in g  m o m e n t 

o f  the  H a it ia n  R e v o lu tio n , i t  is c ited  as h is to r ic a l p r o o f  o f  a l l c o n ­

f l ic t in g  c la im s . These fragm ents : a consp iracy ; a mass m e e tin g  at 

n ig h t at B o is C a im an ; slaves assembled in  th e  fo re s t; a f ie r y  speech 

by a huge b lack  m an ca lled  B ou km an ; a b lo o d  oa th  o f  b ro th e rh o o d ; 

a sacred cerem ony led  by a b lack priestess called F a tim an ; the  slaugh­

te r o f  a b lack p ig ; r itu a l s in g in g  and dance. Days la te r, the  v io len ce  

begins. Was th is  m e e tin g  an “ a u th e n tic ”  V o d o u  ce re m on y?132 Was i t  

a “ b le n d in g ” o f  A f r ic a n  tra d it io n s , and  i f  so, w i th  w hat m o tiv e ? 133 

Was the  dance s im p ly  the p re te x t used by the  leaders to  d is tr ib u te  

arm s and  issue passwords to  the w o rk  gangs, aware th a t ru m o rs  o f

1 3 0 . Is i t  p re s u m p tu o u s  to  a t t r ib u te  to  th e  slaves a n  aw areness o f  th e  u n iv e rs a li ty  
o f  th e  e ve n t as a n  a nsw er to  D a ya n ’s c r i t ic a l la m e n t.  “ W h e re , o h  w h e re  d o  we f in d  th e  
slave’s p o in t  o f  v ie w ? ”  ( “ P a u l G ilro y 's  Slaves, S h ip s , a n d  R o u te s ,”  8 ) .

131. See G eggus, “ B o is  C a im a n  C e re m o n y ,”  4.1—57 -
132 . “ W ith  o n ly  s lig h t  e x a g g e ra tio n , o n e  can say th a t  th e  r e p u ta t io n  o f  v o d o u  as 

a u n i fy in g  a n d  r e v o lu t io n a ry  fo rc e  beg ins  w ith  th e  c e re m o n y  o f  B o is  C a im a n ”  (G eggus, 
"B o is  C a im a n  C e re m o n y ,”  51)- G eggus c o n s id e rs  th is  r e p u ta t io n  i t s e l f  exaggera ted .

133 . G eggus, “ B o is  C a im a n  C e re m o n y ,”  51.
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V o d o u  w o u ld  te r r i f y  the  p la n te rs ? 134 Was i t  an act o f  “ re v o lu t io n  

f r o m  b e lo w /’ the  “ se lf-su s ta in ed  a c tiv ity  o f  the  masses?” 135 Was i t  a 

case o f  p re m o d e rn  la bo re rs  b re a k in g  o u t o f  t ra d it io n a l fo rm s  o f  

peasant resistance, f in a l ly  a im in g  to  o v e r th ro w  the system o f  slavery 

its e lf? 136 O r, was the  cerem ony in it ia te d  by e lite  leaders whose use 

o f  c e r ta in  A fr ic a n  m o tifs  was “ ca lcu la ted to  m o b iliz e  s u p p o r t” ?137 

D id  th is  eve n t in d ic a te  e labora te  o rg a n iz a tio n , o r  the  lack o f  it?  

Was i t  “ a re vo lt th a t b ro k e  o u t p re m a tu re ly ,”  an  u n a u th o r iz e d  b reak  

in  d is c ip lin e  be f o re  the  consp iracy  was supposed to  s ta rt? 138

A n d  w h a t o f  the  id eo log y  o f  the  in s u r re c t io n ?  Was i t  news f ro m  

Paris, perhaps the D e c la ra tio n  o f  the R ights o f  M an  th a t em bo ldened 

the  insu rgen ts?  O r  was the  F rench  R e v o lu tio n  p e r ip h e ra l even fo r  

the leaders, as i t  was “ lib e r ty  fo r  a ll,”  no t F rench  re p u b lic a n is m  they 

des ired?139 T h e  view  tha t the  Bois C a im an b loo d  pact was spec ifica lly  

D ahom ean is “d if f ic u lt  to  reco nc ile ”  w ith  the  fact tha t K o n g o  slaves 

were in  the m a jo r ity  in  the area, where a K iK o n g o  p o lit ic a l chant was 

reco rde d  on the eve o f  the re v o lu t io n .140 T h e  “ G o o d  L o r d ” evoked 

in  B o u km a n ’s e x h o rta tio n  has been id e n t if ie d  as pagan, specifica lly, 

the lead god o f  Dahom ey, b u t the K o n g o  m a jo r ity  had been o ff ic ia lly

134 . F o u c h a rd , Haitian Maroons, 2 2 4 *
135 . T h is  is  t h e  s u b t it le  o f  t h e  b o o k  b y  F ic k , Making o f  H a iti. “ I t  was . . . th e  s e lf-  

sus ta in ed  a c tiv itie s  o f  d iv e rs e  segm ents o f  th e  p o p u la t io n ,  o f  la rg e ly  u n k n o w n  a n d  o b ­
scu re  in d iv id u a ls ,  as w e ll as th e  p o p u la r  le a d e rs  . . . th a t  m ade  th e  d e fe c t io n  [ f r o m  
F ra n c e ] o f  D e s s a lin e s , C h r is to p h e ,  C le rv o u x ,  a n d  th e  o th e r  c o lo re d  g e n e ra ls  b o th  
p ra c t ic a b le  a n d  m i l i t a r i ly  m e a n in g fu l”  (Making o f  Haiti, 2 4 8 “ 4 9 )*

136. G enovese , Rebellion to Revolution; c o m p a re  to  F ic k ,  Making o f  H a iti, 6 l .
137 . G eggus, “ B o is  G a im a n  C e re m o n y ,"  51. N o t  o n ly  f ie ld  slaves, b u t  hou se  slaves 

an d  fre e  b lacks w e re  u n ite d  in  th e  in s u r r e c t io n ,  a n  in d ic a t io n  th a t s o c ia l status was n o t 
d e te r m in in g ;  ra th e r,  i t  was th e  d e s ire  f o r  l ib e r ty .

138 . G eggus, “ B o is  C a im a n  C e re m o n y ,“ 4 7 .
139 . F o u c h a rd , Haitian Maroons, 2 2 4 * C o m p a re  to  D u b o is ,  Avengers o f  the New World, 

IOJ. D u b o is  co n s id e rs  B o is  C a im a n  as “ s h o r th a n d  fo r  the c o m p le x  a n d  v a r ie d  presence 
o f  r e l ig io n  in  th e  p la n n in g  a n d  e x e c u tio n  o f  th e  in s u r r e c t io n ”  (Avengers o f  the N ew  World, 
IO l ) .

1 4 0 .  G eggus, “ B o is  C a im a n  C e re m o n y ,”  5 0 *  T h e  c h a n t,  a lso  th e  s u b je c t o f  
m in u te  deb a te , is  a lle g e d  t o  add ress th e  K o n g o  d e ity  M b o m b a  ( ra in b o w ) .  I t  c o n ta in s
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C h r is t ia n  s ince P ortuguese  C a th o lic  m is s io n a rie s  c o n ve rte d  the  

K o n g o  k in g  in  I 49 1*141

A l l  o f  these in te rp re ta tio n s  have been p u t  fo rw a rd  o f  an  event 

tha t m ay n o t even have happened. I t  is a lm os t as i f  i t  had to  happen 

fo r  in te rp re ta tio n  to  exist at a ll. Bois C a im a n  has assumed s ig n ify ­

in g  p o w e r f o r  p o lit ic a l ju d g m e n ts  th a t are ra d ic a lly  d iverse . I t  is 

used to  m ean th a t H a it i  en te red  in to  m o d e rn ity  p ro p e r  because i t  

jo in e d  the  E u ro pe an  story, the  o n ly  s to ry  th a t coun ts . O r , i t  means 

th a t w ith  H a it i,  h is to ry  has surpassed th is  na rra tive , leav ing  E u ro pe  

b e h in d . O r, i t  means th a t H a it i has becom e a n a t io n —lik e  o th e r 

na tio n s , lik e  E u ro pe , com p le te  w ith  its  o w n  m il ita ry  h o n o rs , p e d i­

gree o f  “ fo u n d in g  fa th e rs / ’ and  b lo o d y  b i r t h  th ro u g h  th e  sovereign 

sacrifice  o f  hum an li fe .  T h is  f ig h t fo r  ow ne rsh ip  o f  H a it i ’s past rev­

o lu t io n a ry  g lo ry  d iverts a tte n tio n  fro m  H a i t i ’s d e p lo ra b le  p resen t 

re a lity . I t  seems c ru d e  to  discuss H a it i  as a ba s tio n  o f  h is to r ic a l 

s ig n if ic a n c e , w h e n  today  i t  is the  p o o re s t n a t io n  in  the  W este rn  

H em isphere , an d  when expressions o f  th e  p o lit ic a l w i l l o f  th e  H a it ia n  

people c o n tin u e  to  th is  day, after two hundredjears, to  be ha m stru ng  by 

the in te rv e n tio n  o f  fo re ig n  powers.

In  its  early exp e rience  o f  im p o v e ris h e d  dependence  o n  the 

g loba l econom y, in  its ea rly  s trugg le  aga inst W este rn  p o lic ie s  o f  

genocide, and in  its  po s tco lo n ia l, h ie ra rc h ic a l a r t ic u la t io n  o f  social 

elites, H a it i indeed  stands at the  vanguard  o f  the  h is to ry  o f  m o d e r-

th e  k e y w o r d  “ kanga" th a t in  a l l  K iK o n g o  d ia le c ts  m e a n s  to  “ t ie ”  o r  “ b in d , ”  (a lth o u g h  
a m o n g  C h r is t ia n s  f r o m  K o n g o  i t  m ig h t  a lso m ean “ to  save, p ro te c t,  o r  d e l iv e r ” ) , a n d  
i t  has p o l i t ic a l s ig n if ic a n c e  in  K o n g o .  I t  has b e e n  tra n s la te d *  “ E h ! E h 1 M b o m b a  [R a in ­
b o w ] h e n 1 H e n !  /  H o ld  b a ck  th e  b la c k  m e n  /  H o ld  b a c k  th e  w h ite  m e n  /  H o ld  b a c k  th a t 
w itc h  /  H o ld  them . [Kanga It ] . ”  F o r  a th o r o u g h  d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  a m b ig u it ie s  o f  tra n s ­
la t io n ,  hen ce  th e  d i f f ic u l t ie s  o f  in te r p r e ta t io n ,  see T h o r n t o n ,  ‘“ I  A m  th e  S u b je c t o f  th e  
K in g  o f  C o n g o ,* ”  2 1 0 —13).

141* A lth o u g h  th e  o f f ic ia l C a th o lic  C h u rc h  s u p p o r te d  th e  p la n te rs , c e r ta in je s u it  
p r ie s ts  acted to  d e fe n d  in d iv id u a ls  w h o  engaged in  v io le n t  acts aga ins t th e ir  m as te rs  
( f o r  e xa m p le , a tte m p ts  at p o is o n in g ) .  See F ic k , M ak ing o fH a iti, 6 5 .
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n ity .142 T h e  H a it ia n  experience was n o t  a m o d e rn  p h e n o m e n o n  too, 

b u t f ir s t  H a it i ’s fo u n d in g  fathers used a d iscourse o f  n a tio n a lis t u n ity  

id e o lo g ica lly  to  push the freed slaves back in to  c o n d itio n s  o f  p lan ta ­

t io n  labo r and p ro d u c tio n  fo r  expo rt, a spec ifica lly  m o d e rn  p o lit ic a l 

strategy tha t is h a rd ly  outdated. H a itia n  elites were the  f ir s t  in  h is to ry  

to  em brace the w o rd  “ b lack”  as th e ir  p o lit ic a l id e n tity , a p o s it io n  

to ta l ly  c o m p a tib le  th e n  (an d  now ) w ith  soc ia l h ie ra rc h ie s  based 

o n  the  c o lo r  o f  o n e ’s s k in .143 I f  ra d ic a lly  c o s m o p o lita n  Freemasons 

once c h a m p io n e d  the  cause o f  slave l ib e ra t io n ,  H a it ia n  n a tio n a l 

Freem asonry, l ik e  the  m ovem ent w o r ld w id e , has lo n g  been at peace 

w ith  the  status qu o  o f  pow er. H a it ia n  p o lit ic a l leaders persecu ted 

V o d o u  pries ts  even b e fo re  in de pen de nce . (U n d e r  T o u ssa in t’s o r ­

ders, Dessalines s laughtered ove r f i f t y  V o d o u  p ra c tit io n e rs , whose 

ow n  d e f in i t io n  o f  the  in s u rre c tio n  th re a te n e d  th e ir  m o n o p o ly  o f  

p o w e r.144) V o d o u  p rac tice  was p u she d  to  the  m a rg in s , an  em b a r­

rassm ent fo r  “ m o d e rn ”  H a it ia n  e lite s , yet i t  has rem a ined  a way o f  

m a n ip u la t in g  the  p o o r peasantry, hence  a source o f  pow er fo r  p o ­

l i t ic a l o p p o s it io n s  o f  every pe rsuas ion . T o  na rra te  H a it i ’s h is to ry  as 

g o o d  versus evil stun ts o u r  capacity fo r  m o ra l ju d g m e n t. Past s u ffe r­

in g  does n o t g u a ra n tee  fu tu re  v ir tu e .  O n ly  a d is to r te d  h is to ry  is 

m o ra lly  p u re .

In h u m a n ity  in  C o m m o n

W here  in  th is  d iscourse is the  c r it ic a l in te lle c tu a l to  f in d  a fo o th o ld ?  

Is i t  enough to  have rescued the  H a it ia n  s tory f ro m  a b s o rp tio n  in to  

E u ro c e n tr ic ity ?  C an we rest sa tis fied  w i th  the  ca ll fo r  acknow ledging 

“ m u lt ip le  m o d e rn it ie s ,”  w ith  a p o lit ic s  o f  “ d ive rsa lity ,”  o r  “ m u l t i -

142. T h e  F re n c h  s e r io u s ly  co n s id e re d  th e  su g g e s tio n  th a t  in  o r d e r  f o r  th e  m e m ­
o ry  o f  th e  in s u r r e c t io n  to  be o b lite ra te d , a l l  e x is t in g  slaves w o u ld  n e e d  to  be  e x te rm i­
n a te d , a n d  f re s h  slaves b r o u g h t  to  rep la ce  th e m .  See F ic k , Making o f  H a iti, 2 2 0 —23 -

143 - See N ic h o l ls ,  From Dessalines to Duvalier, c h a p . I ,  f o r a  d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  p e rs is ­
te n c e  o f  th is  “ c o lo u r  p r e ju d ic e . ”

14 4  T r o u i l lo t ,  Silencing the Past, 4-0 , 6 6 —6 9 .
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versa lity,”  w hen in  fact the in h u m a n itie s  o f  these m u lt ip lic it ie s  are 

o fte n  s tr ik in g ly  the same? C r it ic a l theore tica l practice today is caught 

w ith in  the p risonhouse  o f  its ow n academic debates. W e are co n fin e d  

w ith in  the  g lob a lly  extended the o ry  w o r ld , as artis ts  are w ith in  the 

g loba lly  in c o rp o ra te d  a rt w o r ld . I t  is no  use d e fle c tin g  our struggle fo r  

hegem ony o n to  the past, p lay ing  i t  o u t o n  the backs o f  h is to r ic a l actors 

lo n g  ago silenced by  death. T h e y  canno t ta lk  back w hen we p ro c la im  

them  heroes o r  v illa in s  in  o u r  p a rtic u la r na rra tive  o f  the  past.

Today cyn ic ism  easily seduces the  y o u n g e r g e n e ra tio n  o f  aca­

dem ics. I f  th e ir  search f o r  h is to r ic a l t r u th  leads to  “d izzy in g ”  am ­

b ig u ity , i f  t im e  is n o th in g  b u t “ in d e te rm in a c y  and f lu x , ”  th e n  why 

n o t s im p ly  succum b to the h is to r ic a l am nesia tha t the  p o lit ic a l c u l­

tu re  in d u s try  is con s ta n tly  p e d d lin g ? 145 W h y  n o t ju s t  make u p  the 

past acco rd ing  to  one’s ow n conven ience, p a rtic u la r ly  w hen a recent 

p re s id e n t o f  the U n ite d  States o f  A m erica  has p ro v id e d  such a s tu n ­

n in g  exam ple o f  the  p o w e r-g a in in g  and p o w e r-re ta in in g  e ffec tive ­

ness o f  th is  te ch n iq u e ?

C r it ic a l tho u g h t is em pow ered b y  the  facts o n ly  b y  b e in g  pushed 

over the b r in k  o f  the d iscu rs ive  w o rld s  tha t co n ta in  those facts. Le t 

us re tu rn  to  the  n ig h tt im e  m ee ting  at B o is  C a im an . T h e  huge b lack 

m an called B ou km an  speaks these w ords: “T h ro w  away the im age o f  

the  god o f  the w h ites  w h o  th irs ts  fo r  o u r tears, and lis te n  to  the 

voice o f  lib e rty , w h ich  speaks in  the hearts o f  us a ll (coute la liberte lipale 

nan coeurnoustous) .” 146 T h e  source fo r  this address is du b io u s ly  second­

ha nd , b u t its  a u th e n tic ity  has w ide  s u p p o rt am ong  h is to r ia n s .147 I t  

com p lie s  w ith  the  l ib e r ty  na rra tive  o f  b lack  J a co b in ism ; i t  shows ad­

m ira b le  a u to n o m y  f r o m  the p ro - ro y a lis t  C a th o lic  p ries ts . A n d  i f

145- P a lm ie ,  Wizards and Scientists, 1 4 0 . P a lm ie , a v ir tu o s o  o f  th e o re t ic a l d is c o u rs e , 
is e x e m p la ry  as a n  advocate o f  w h a t can be d e sc rib e d  as a n  ontology o f  in d e te rm in a c y , on e  
th a t  in  f  act reduces h is to r ic a l in te r p r e ta t io n  to  th e  m o s t s im p lis t ic  thes is  im a g in a b le  (a ll 
m e a n in g  is  in d e te rm in a te ;  a l l r e a li ty  is  c o m p le x ).  H is to ry  is f la t te n e d  o u t, e l im in a t in g  
th e  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  a d ia le c t ic a l e n c o u n te r  w i th  th e  past.

146. G eggus, “ B o is  C a im a n  C e re m o n y ,”  4 9 .
147- T h is  is  re p o r te d  b y  a slave w itn e ss . G eggus be lieve s  i t  m ay have b e e n  at th e  

m e e tin g  o f  le ade rs  b e fo re  B o is  C a im a n  ( “ B o is  C a im a n  C e re m o n y ,”  5 2 ) .
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B o is  C a im a n  can ne ve r be c o n ta in e d  w i th in  b o u rg e o is  space, i f  

B o u km a n ’s call fo r  s o lid a r ity  has an in te n s ity  tha t overpow ers the 

re v o lu tio n a ry  oa th  taken in  an in d o o r  Paris tenn is  c o u r t, then  i t  is 

s t i l l  le g ib le  w i th in  the  n a rra tive  o f  u n ive rsa l lib e ra t io n , as th a t s to ry  

has been t ra d it io n a lly  to ld .

B u t w h a t i f  y o u  le a rn  th a t B o u k m a n , b o rn  in  E n g lish -sp e a k in g  

Jam aica, was nam ed B o u k m a n —B oo km an—because he was lite ra te  

and  c o u ld  read the Book, b u t tha t the  B ook was n o t the  B ib le ?  W hat 

i f  the  facts in d ica te  th a t B ou km an , the huge b lack m an w h o  spoke 

these ce leb ra to ry  w ords at Bois C a im a n , “ lis te n  to  the  voice o f  l i b ­

e r ty  w h ic h  speaks in  the  hearts  o f  us a l l, ”  w ho in s p ire d  a rm e d  in ­

su rre c tio n  against the slave masters, was b o rn  an d  raised a M u s lim —as 

were between 4 and 14 pe rcen t o f  a ll A fr ic a n s  w ho made the A t la n t ic  

c ross ing ;148 as was the priestess F a tim an—Fatim a—who p res ided  over 

the s o -n a m e d  V o d o u  ce re m o n y  at B o is  C a im a n ; as was the slave 

M akanda l, th e ir  m a ro o n  rebel predecessor, whose hand had been 

am pu ta ted  as a consequence o f  slavery, and  w h o  was accused in  the 

c o lo n ia l c o u rts  o f  p lo t t in g  to  p o is o n  the  fa m ilie s  o f  p la n te rs  in  

S a in t-D o m in g u e  in  the I 75° s and b u rn e d  at the  stake (th e  C h r is tia n  

p u n is h m e n t f o r  heresy)?149

1 4 8 . S p e c if ic a lly ,  o n  S a in t -D o m in g u e *  “ B e tw e e n  th e  s ix te e n th  a n d  th e  n in e ­
te e n th  c e n tu r ie s ,  a p p ro x im a te ly  6 .8 5  p e rc e n t  o f  th e  A f r ic a n s  im p o r te d  in t o  S a in t 
D o m in g u e  w e re  f r o m  S e n e g a m b ia ; a n o th e r  4 .5  p e rc e n t  h a ile d  f r o m  S ie r ra  Leone*, 
a n d  s lig h t ly  u n d e r  4  p e rc e n t  w e re  f r o m  M o z a m b iq u e . T h e s e  zo n e s  re p re s e n t th e  areas 
f r o m  w h ic h  M u s lim s  w e re  m o s t l ik e ly  to  co m e  to  S a in t D o m in g u e , in  d e c l in in g  o r d e r  
o f  l ik e l ih o o d  . . . a n d  c e r ta in ly  th e re  w ere  M u s lim s  e x p o rte d  f r o m  th e  B ig h t  o f  B e n in  
(a c c o u n tin g  f o r  27 p e rc e n t o f  th e  to ta l) ,  a lth o u g h  in  th e  la t te r  case the  c a p t iv e -p ro d u c in g  
h o ly  w a r o f  U s u m a n  d a n  F o d io  in  w h a t w o u ld  b e co m e  n o r th e r n  N ig e r ia  w o u ld  o n ly  
b e g in  in  1 8 0 4 , so th a t i t  w o u ld  be severa l years b e fo re  th e  n u m b e r  o f  M u s lim s  c o m in g  
f r o m  th e  B ig h t  o f  B e n in  w o u ld  be s ig n if ic a n t .  I t  is th e re fo re  re a so n a b le  to  assum e th a t 
M u s lim s  in  S a in t D o m in g u e  c o u ld  have bee n  n o  m o re  th a n  IO  p e rc e n t  o f  th e  enslaved 
p o p u la t io n ,  a n d  was p ro b a b ly  fa r  less”  (G o m e z , Black Crescent, 8 3 ) .  “ T h e  M a ro o n  le a d e r 
M a c a n d a l ca n  bes t be  d e s c r ib e d  as a marabout w a r r io r "  ( D io u f ,  Servants o f  A llah , 1 5 2 ). 
B o u k m a n , k i l le d  i n  b a ttle ,  w as d e c a p ita te d , h is  h ea d  “ g a r is h ly  e xp o se d " o n  a stake in  
th e  p u b lic  squa re  (F ic k , “ S a in t  D o m in g u e  Slave In s u r re c t io n , "  2 5 ) .  S u ch  acts o f  c o lo ­
n ia l le sson  te a c h in g , in te n d e d  to  d e te r  re b e l l io n ,  h a d  th e  o p p o s ite  e ffe c t.

149 . “ H e  [M a k a n d a l]  was supp osed ly  b ro u g h t  u p  in  th e  M o s le m  r e l ig io n  a n d  a p ­
p a re n t ly  h a d  a n  e xce lle n t c o m m a n d  o f  A ra b ic .  . . .A c c o r d in g  to  o n e  v e rs io n ,  M a ka n d a l
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T h e  fact tha t M u s lim s , a sm all b u t fre q u e n tly  educa ted m in o r ­

ity  o f  p la n ta tio n  slaves, o fte n  p re fe rre d  fo r  th a t reason as dom estics, 

w ere  leaders o f  N ew  W o r ld  slave re b e llio n s  (m os t c learly  in  B ah ia in  

1835) has been kn o w n  b u t n o t a tten ded  to .150 H ig h l ig h t in g  th e ir  

p resence p la n ts  a sm a ll in te lle c tu a l b o m b  caus ing th e  p o lit ic s  o f  

W estern in te rp re ta tio n  to  b ifu rc a te  a lm ost im m e d ia te ly . O ne  pa th  

leads in to  the  te m p ta tio n  to  s lough o f f  the  less pa la tab le  aspects o f  

the slave rebels ’ behavior, a t t r ib u t in g  these to  the in flu e n c e  o f  Is lam , 

fo r  exam ple, the  aveng ing jus tice  o f  the  rac ia l s laughter o f  w h ites  re ­

gardless o f  c iv ilia n  status.151 In  th is  b u d d in g , c o u n te r te rro r is t  n a rra ­

tive , the  observed fearlessness w ith  w h ic h  the S a in t-D o m in g u e  slave 

rebels rushed  in to  death on the b a ttle f ie ld  w ith  w hat p la n te rs  d e ­

scribed as “ su ic id a l fe rv o r,” becomes a va ria n t o f  su ic ide  b o m b in g .152
T h e re  is a second o p t io n . We can accept Boukm an as a preacher 

o f  j ih a d .  B u t i f  we take th is  path, the n  the  t im e -h o n o re d  c r it ic a l 

n a rra tiv e  o f  ra d ica l l ib e r ty  is exposed to  a p re ca rio us  e x te n s io n . 

W h e n  de fend e rs  o f  H a it i ,  t h e ir  m o ra l s e n tim e n t ablaze w ith  e n ­

thus iasm , c ite  Dessalines’s ju s t i f ic a t io n  o f  rac ia l s laugh te r, “ I have 

avenged A m e ric a ,”  when in te lle c tu a ls  exonerate the slaves, d e fe n d -

t u rn e d  fu g it iv e  a f te r  h is  h a n d  was a m p u ta te d , h a v in g  c a u g h t i t  in  th e  m a c h in e ry  o f  th e  
suga r m i l l  w h ile  w o rk in g  th e  n ig h t  s h i f t ”  (F ic k ,  M akingo f H a iti, 6 0 ) .  “ M o re a u  de  S a in t-  
M e ry  o bse rved  . . . th a t a m o n g  th e  C o n g o le se  c a th o lic iz e d  b y  th e  P o rtu g u e se  w e re  som e 
w h o  a lso  re ta in e d  ideas o f ‘M o h a m e ta n is m ’ a n d  ‘ id o la t r y ’ ”  (F ic k ,  M a k in g o f H a iti, 2 9 1 ). 
See a lso  Jam es , Btackjacobms, 2 0 —2 2 , a n d  a lso F o u c h a rd , Haitian Maroons, 141, 1 8 4 .

1 5 0 . O n  th e  p resence o f  M u s lim s  a m o n g  th e  slaves in  th e  N e w  W o r ld ,  see G o m e z , 
Black Crescent a n d  D io u f ,  Servants o f  Allah. O n  M u s lim  slaves in  S a in t -D o m in g u e ,  see a lso  
th e  fo l lo w in g :  F o u c h a rd , Haitian Maroons, 141, 184; D a ya n , Haiti, History and the Gods, 2 4 5 * 
D e b ie n ,  Del'Afriquea Saint Domingue, J O n  B a h ia , see R e is , Slave Rebellion inBrazd ( th e  B a h ia  
re b e ls  w a n te d  to  f re e  them selves, n o t  a ll s laves).

151. E ve n  sym p a th e tic  accoun ts  ackno w le dge  th e  te r r ib le  to r tu re s  a n d  c ru e lty  i n ­
f l ic te d  o n  th e  w h ite  p o p u la t io n s .  C i t i n g  C . L .  R . Ja m e s  a n d  E u g e n e  G e n o ve se  in  s u p ­
p o r t ,  F ic k  w r ite s ,  “ as a t ro c io u s  as th e y  w e re , these  acts o f  vengeance w e re  s u rp r is in g ly  
m o d e ra te  . . . c o m p a re d  w ith  those  o f  c o ld -b lo o d e d ,  g ro te sq u e  savagery a n d  sa d is tica lly  
ca lc u la te d  to r tu re  c o m m itte d  b y  th e ir  o p p re s s o rs  th ro u g h o u t  th e  p a s t”  (F ic k , “ S a in t 
D o m in g u e  S lave In s u r r e c t io n , ”  2 l ) .

152. See G eggus, Haitian Revolutionaty Studies, 78 , w h o  is, how ever, s k e p tic a l o f  th e  d e ­
s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  fe rv o r  as “ s u ic id a l . ”
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in g  Dessalines fo r  se ttin g  o u t “ to  give as good as he g o t,”  then there 

is n o  h o n e s t reason fo r  e x c lu d in g  f ro m  the s to ry  o f  L ib e r ty  the 

e y e -fo r-a n -e y e , to o th - fo r -a - to o th  log ic  o f  p o lit ic a l j ih a d —o n ly  the 

d ishonest one o f  re je c tin g , n o t the means o f  jih a d ,  n o t the  p o licy  o f  

v io le n t r e t r ib u t io n  against on e ’s enem y, b u t the  re lig io u s  goal, as i f  

to  say th a t in  the  b ro a d ly  in c lu s ive  pa n o p ly , the  m u ltiv e rs a lity  o f  

g lo b a l cu ltu res , the re  is one (w ith  w h ich  over a b i l l io n  h u m a n  beings 

h a p p e n  to  id e n t i fy )  th a t is s im p ly , ir re d e e m a b ly , w ro n g .153 T h e  

p o lit ic a l q u e s tio n  e m e rg in g  fro m  th is  h is to r ic a l e n c o u n te r, tha t 

u rg e n tly  needs to  be addressed, is th is : h o w  is i t  th a t the  revered 

E u ro -A m e r ic a n  re v o lu tio n a ry  slogan, “ L ib e r ty  o r  D e a th ,”  came to  

be c o rd o n e d  o f f  in  W estern th o u g h t and prac tice  f ro m  the a llegedly 

in fa m o u s  t ra d i t io n  o f  Is la m ic  jih a d ?

In  the  nam e o f  un ive rsa l hum an ity , th e  vanguard ju s tifie s  its own 

v io len ce  as h ig h e r t r u th .  A t  th is  crossroad O sam a b in  Laden  meets 

Jean-Jacques Dessalines, and V la d im ir  L e n in  meets George W . Bush. 

I f  we do  n o t w ish  to  go tha t ro u te —and I do  n o t—th e n  o u r  too ls  o f  

h is to r ic a l m a p p in g  are in  need o f  rad ica l re fa s h io n in g .

A ve ng ing  Angels

“We have rendered to  these tru e  cannibals, w ar fo r  war, c r im e  
fo r  c rim e , outrage fo r  outrage; yes, 1 have saved m y c o u n try : I 
have avenged A m e rica .”

D e s s a l in e s , 22  A p r il  1 8 0 5 154

“ O u r  H a itia n  pa in te rs  dep ic t the  D e ity  and  angels b lack, w h ile  
they represent the devil as w h ite .”

B a r o n  d e  V a s t e y , 1816155

153. O n  D e ssa lines 's  s lo g a n , see D u b o is ,  Avengers o f  the New World. O n  “ g iv in g  as 
g o o d  as h e  g o t,”  see D a sh , “ T h e a te r  o f  th e  H a it ia n  R e v o lu t io n ,"  19 .

154 . C ite d  in  D a yan , Haiti, Historyandthe Gods, 4 -
155* Vastey, Refexions, 2 2 .
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T h e  H a it ia n  R e v o lu tio n  is a t r iu m p h  fo r  u n ive rsa l h is to ry  o n ly  in  

o u r im a g in a tio n s . T h a t is no t in s ig n if ic a n t.  E m p a th ic  im a g in a tio n  

may w e ll be o u r  best hope fo r  h u m a n ity . T h e  p ro b le m  is tha t we 

never seem to  im a g in e  th is h u m a n ity  in c lu s ive ly  en ough , b u t o n ly  

by e x c lu d in g  an a n tith e tic a l o th e r, a co llec tive  enem y beyond h u ­

m a n ity ’s pa le . As a consequence, any p o lit ic a l m ovem en t th a t a t­

tem p ts  to  tra n s fo rm  the  dea th ’s-head  ( th e  skeletal rem a ins  o f  the 

v ic t im s  o f  h is to ry ) in to  an angel’s face (h is to ry ’s red ee m er) is fa r  

m ore  lik e ly  to  un leash a h u m a n  h e ll.  Im a g in a tio n , in te n d in g  to  set 

the w o r ld  a r ig h t, makes a v ir tu e  o u t o f  v io lence against the  v io la to r. 

I f  e n lig h ten ed  c r it iq u e  stops here, i t  en trenches its e lf  b e h in d  a se lf- 

im p ose d  and s e lf-d e fe a tin g  b a r r ie r ,  one tha t m ust be d ism a n tle d  

i f  h u m a n ity  is to  p rogress b e yon d  th e  re c u r r in g  cycle o f  v ic t im  

and  avenger.

Le t us a llow  tha t the  events o f  the  H a itia n  R e vo lu tio n  cannot be 

c o n ta in e d  w ith in  a ta le  o f  h is to r ic a l re d e m p tio n —H e ge lia n , M a rx ­

is t, M u s lim , o r  o th e rw ise . In d e e d , view ed fro m  the  m id s t o f  the  

slave u p r is in g , n o  c lear h is to r ic a l n a rra tiv e  emerges o f  any k in d . 

“ [ I ]n te r - e th n ic  c o n f lic t  am ong slaves d id  n o t d isappear d u r in g  the 

R e v o lu tio n .” 156 T h e  rebels were never a m o n o lith ic  mass. Loya lties 

sh ifted , as B r it is h ,  Spanish, F re n ch -re p u b lica n , and  F rench -roya lis t 

s u p p o rt was sought at tim es by va rio u s  fac tio ns  d u r in g  the  decade- 

lo n g  struggle th a t has been described  ap tly  as “ a w a r w ith in  t/iewar.” 157 

Slave leaders fo u g h t aga inst an d  be tra yed  each o th e r. T h e re  are 

reco rded  instances o f  re ve rs io n  to  the  A fr ic a n  p recedent o f  b a r te r­

in g  slaves ( to  the  S pan ish) fo r  g u n s .158 P ersona l tru s t u n d e r such 

c o n d it io n s  w o u ld  have been a lm o s t im p o s s ib le  to  m a in ta in . T h e  

te m p ta tio n  to  cu t th ro u g h  the G o rd ia n  k n o t by re s o r tin g  to  p o lit ic a l

156 . G eggus , “ B o is  C a im a n  C e re m o n y ,”  51.
157 T r o u i l lo t ,  Silencing the Past, 4 0 .
1 5 8 . F o u c h a rd , Haitian Maroons, 3 4 7 .
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ab s tra c tion—seeing a ll whites (o r a ll blacks) as enem ies—w o u ld  have 

been o v e rw h e lm in g . T h e  H a it ia n  R e v o lu tio n  expe rienced  all the  

e x is te n tia l u n ce rta in tie s  and  m o ra l a m b ig u it ie s  o f  a strugg le fo r  l i b ­

e ra tio n  u n d e r c o n d itio n s  o f  c iv i l  war and  fo re ig n  o c c u p a tio n .159

T h e  less we see h is to r ic a l actors as p la y in g  th e a tr ic a lly  coh e re n t 

roles, the  m ore  un iversa lly  accessible th e ir  h u m a n  d ilem m as become. 

Perhaps the  m ost dead ly b lo w  to  im p e r ia lis m  w o u ld  be to  p ro c la im  

lo ya lty  to  the  idea o f  u n iv e rs a l h u m a n ity  by re je c tin g  the  p re s u m p ­

t io n  o fa n y p o lit ic a l,  re lig io u s , e th n ic , class, o r  c iv iliz a tio n a l co lle c ­

t iv ity  to  em body th is  idea as its  exclusive and exclus ionary possession. 

T o  be lie ve  in  the  le g it im a c y  o f  such an a p p ro p r ia t io n  is p o lit ic a l 

m adness. T h e  loa o f  fre e d o m —w hat C . L . R . James calls the  “ s p ir i t  

o f  the  th in g ” 160—can no t be t ie d  d o w n  and  dragged o f f  as a w a r t r o ­

phy, o r  b o u g h t by the  h igh es t b id d e r.

T h e  H a it ia n  C o n s t itu t io n  o f  1 8 0 4 . d e c la r in g  a ll c itize n s  as 

“ b la c k ” irre spec tive  o f  c o lo r  o r  race, has been described  as “ a b o ld  

and  id e o lo g ic a lly  fa sc in a tin g  in it ia t iv e ” 161—fasc in a tin g , yes, b u t also 

p ro b le m a tic . T h e  c o n s t itu t io n  was im a g in in g  a u n ity  tha t d id  n o t 

exist, as was ev inced  by  Dessalines’ o w n  assassination in  1806  b y  a 

fa c tio n  o f  the new H a it ia n  c itize n ry , and the consequent s p lit t in g  

o f  the  c o u n try  in to  tw o  p o lit ic a l regim es—H e n r i C h r is to p h e ’s k in g ­

dom  in  the  n o r th  and P e tio n ’s re p u b lic  in  the  south (b o th  leaders 

c la im e d  the  m a n tle  o f  the  r e v o lu t io n ) .162 M o re o ve r, as ideo logy , 

H a it i ’s b lack id e n tity  fu n c tio n e d  as a n a tio n a l m yth  that was in  te n ­

s io n  w ith  th e  idea o f  un ive rsa l e m a nc ipa tio n  to  w h ich  the  re v o lu tio n

159* T h a t  s im i la r  c o n d it io n s  o f  a “ w a r w i th in  th e  w a r”  cam e to  e x is t in  I ra q  as a 
c o n se q u e n ce  o f  th e  U .S .  2 0 0 3  in v a s io n  is  a safe a s s u m p tio n .

1 6 0 . Jam es, Black Jacobins, 391 .
161. B eck les , ‘“ U n n a tu ra l a n d  D a n g e ro u s  In d e p e n d e n c e ,” * 164 .
162 . T o  a vo id  th e  fa te  o f  D essa lines, in  th e  m id s t  o f  a n  u p r is in g  C h r is to p h e  ( K in g  

H e n r i I )  c o m m itte d  s u ic id e . See T r o u i l lo t ,  Silencing the Past, 4 0 —6 9 , fo r  a c a re fu l in t e r ­
p r e ta t io n  o f  C h r is to p h e ’s r e ig n  th a t  re je c ts  s e e in g  h im  as a “ b a re  m im ic '*  o f  E u ro p e a n  
m o n a rc h s .
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had g iven b i r th .163 T h e  B a ro n  de Vastey, adv iso r and spokesperson 

f o r  C h r is to p h e , echoed the w o rd s  o f  R o b e rt W e d d e rb u rn  and 

T h o m a s  Paine w h en  he p ro c la im e d : “ the  cause th a t I  d e fe n d  is 

th a t o f  the  e n tire ty  o f  h u m a n ity . W h ite s , yellow s and  blacks, we are 

a ll b ro th e rs .” 164 A n d  yet w h e n  he and  o the rs  p ro d u c e d  a d iscou rse 

o f  H a it i  as a n a t io n  ra is in g  i ts e l f  u p  to  the  level o f  E u ro p e a n  na ­

tio n s , the  o r ig in a l e m a nc ipa to ry  p ro je c t w h e re in  “ n a tio n a l b o u n d ­

aries played a m in o r  ro le ,”  was tra n s m u te d  in to  “ a p a r tic u la r is m  in  

w h ich  n a tio n a l in te re s t and  respect fo r  n a t io n a l b o u n d a rie s  to o k  

p recedence .” 165

H a itia n s  saw themselves as “ a sym bo l o f  b la ck  d ig n ity  an d  black 

p o w e r” in  te rm s  tha t were “ u n a m b ig u o u s ly  e th n o -n a t io n a l . ” 166 

By d e f in in g  H a it i  v is -a -v is  the  enem y and  a rg u in g  within the context

163. H e n ce , a lth o u g h  “ a lm o s t all b la c k  a n d  c o lo u re d  H a it ia n s  accep ted  the fact
th a t th e y  b e lo n g e d  to  th e  b la c k  o r  A f r ic a n  r a c e / ' and  in d e e d  to o k  p r id e  in  th is  fa c t o f  
ra c ia l id e n t it y  as th e  basis o f  th e ir  c la im  to  in d e p e n d e n c e , p o l i t ic s  in  H a it i  was f r o m  
th e  s ta r t  “ la rg e ly  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  a s tru g g le  f o r  p o w e r  b e tw e e n  tw o  e l ite  g ro u p s , d e s ig ­
n a te d  p r in c ip a l ly  b y  c o lo u r  . . [ th a t ]  d e v e lo p e d  o u t  o f  th e  ‘caste* d is t in c t io n s  o f  c o lo ­
n ia l S a in t D o m in g u e ”  ( N ic h o lls ,  From Dessalines to Duvalier, 1—2, 7 *) See F o u c h a rd ’s 
a n g u is h e d  c r it iq u e  o f  h is  n a t io n s  ra c is m  in  Haitian Maroons, 3 5 8 .

164 . Vastey, Reflexions, 112 . I t  was d e  V a stey  w h o  re s p o n d e d  in  o u tra g e  t o  th e  F re n ch  
d is c u s s io n  d u r in g  th e  slave u p r is in g  th a t to  u p r o o t  th e  idea o f  l ib e r ty  f r o m  S a in t -  
D o m in g u e ,  i t  m ig h t  be  necessary to  e x te rm in a te  a l l o f  th e  e x is tin g  slave p o p u la t io n ,  and  
rep lace i t  w ith  a n ew  on e  w ith in  w h ic h  th e  m e m o ry  o f  r e b e l l io n  w o u ld  be  e ra d ica te d  
“ G ra n d  D ie u ! Q u e lle  lu m ie re *  Q u e lle s  v o is  p o u r  c iv i l is e r  e t e c la ire r  des h o m m e s  q u e  
ce lle  de  la  t ra ite !  ”  ( Reflexions, 4 8 ) .

165* F ische r, Modernity Disavowed, 2 5 9 - C o m m e n t in g  o n  th e  H a it ia n  jo u r n a ls  o f  
these  years, N ic h o lls  d e sc rib e s  th e  “ so m e w h a t a m b iva len t**  a t t i tu d e  th e y  expressed t o ­
w a rd  A f r ic a .  “ W h ile  th e y  d e n ie d  v e h e m e n tly  any n o t io n  o f  th e  in h e r e n t  in fe r io r i t y  o f  
A f r ic a n s ,  th e y  o f te n  a ssu m e d  th a t  A f r ic a  was a b a rb a ro u s  c o n t in e n t  a n d  th a t  th e  o n ly  
c iv i l iz a t io n  w o rth  c o n s id e r in g  in  t h e ir  o w n  day was E u ro p e a n . ‘W e  rea lize  w ha t e ffo r ts  we 
in  t u r n  m ust make,’ w ro te  K in g  H e n ry  [C h r is to p h e ]  to  [th e  B r it is h  a b o lit io n is t  T h o m a s ] 
C la rk s o n ,  ‘in  o rd e r  to  f u l f i l l  y o u r  h o p e  o f  b e in g  som e day ab le  to  ra ise u p  A f r ic a  to  th e  
le ve l o f  E u ro p e a n  c iv i l iz a t io n . ” * ( N ic h o lls ,  From Dessalines to Duvalier, 4 2 —4 3 ) .

166. N ic h o lls ,  From Dessahnesto Duvalier, 3 , 41. N ic h o l ls  m akes a d is t in c t io n  betw een 
th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry , w h e n  H a it ia n  in te l le c tu a ls ,  m u la tto  a n d  b la c k , “ ag re e d  th a t in  
c u l tu r a l m a tte rs  th e  E u ro p e a n  p a t te rn  o f  c iv i l iz a t io n  was th e  o n e  w h ic h  H a it i  s h o u ld  
fo llo w **  (FromDessalines to Duvalier, I I ) ,  a n d  th e  tw e n t ie th  c e n tu ry , w h e n  ideas o f  n e g r itu d e  
le d  to  q u e s t io n in g  th e  re le va n ce  o f  th e  E u ro p e a n  m o d e l a lto g e th e r,  a n d  c h a m p io n in g  
A f r ic a n  id e n t ity  as d i f f e r e n t  a n d  d is t in c t .
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o f  E u ro p e a n  c iv i l iz a t io n  th a t “ th e  b lacks, like  th e  w h ite s , are 

m e n ” 167 capable o f  fo u n d in g  “ a c iv iliz e d  n a t io n  a c c o rd in g  to  E u ro ­

pean s tandards” 168—c om p le te  w ith  (m a s c u lin is t)  m il i ta r y  prowess, 

(e x p o r t-o r ie n te d )  com m erce, (p la n ta tio n )  a g ric u ltu re , a n d  a m o n ­

u m e n ta l, roya l palace (b u i l t  b y  fo rc e d , “ fre e ” la b o r)—they a llow ed 

the  c o n t r ib u t io n  to  the  cause o f  un ive rsa l h u m a n ity  th a t em erged 

in  th is  event to  s lip  f ro m  v iew .169 H a it i's  p o lit ic a l im a g in a ry  as l i b ­

era ted te r r ito ry ,  a safe haven fo r  a ll, was to o  g ra n d  fo r  s ta tis t p o l i ­

tics. Its  abso lu te ly  new ex tens ion  o f  b o th  fre e d o m  and  c it iz e n s h ip  

tra n s ra c ia lly  and  tra n s n a tio n a lly , does n o t  le n d  its e lf  to  p o lit ic a l 

a p p ro p r ia t io n  as a d e f in i t io n  o f  n a tio n a l id e n t ity .170

I f  we u n d e rs ta n d  th e  experience o f  h is to r ic a l ru p tu re  as a mo­

ment o f  c la rity , te m p o ra ry  by d e f in i t io n ,  we w i l l  n o t be in  da ng e r o f  

lo s in g  the  w o r ld -h is to r ic a l c o n t r ib u t io n  o f  the  S a in t-D o m in g u e  

slaves, the  idea o f  an end to  re la tio n s  o f  slavery tha t w e n t fa r  beyond 

ex is ting  E uropean E n lig h te n m e n t th o u g h t—and is, indeed , fa r  f ro m  

rea lized u n d e r today's c o n d itio n s  o f  a g loba l econom y, w here sex- 

slavery is ra m p a n t and the  bo n d e d  la b o r o f  im m ig ra n ts  is em p loyed 

by  all o f  the  s o -c a lle d  c iv iliz a tio n s , and w here  the  m y th  o f  “ fre e

167. C h r is to p h e  c ite d  i n  N ic h o l ls ,  From Dessalinesto Duvalier, 4 2 .  C h r is to p h e  spoke 
o f  ra c ia l d if fe re n c e s  as n o t  in t r in s ic a l ly  u n e q u a l b u t  “ th e  re s u lt  o f  c iv i l iz a t io n  a n d  
k n o w le d g e ”  (From Dessahnes to Duvalier, 4 1 ).

168 . Vastey, Reflexions, 8 3 —8 4 .
169. S u ch  was P e tio n ’s re sp o n se  in  1817 to  th e  c o m p la in t  th a t  slaves h a d  escaped 

to  H a it ia n  s o il f r o m  a B r i t is h  s c h o o n e r, “ th e y  are recognized to beHaytiansby th e  4 4 th  a r ~ 
t ic le  o f  th e  c o n s t itu t io n  o f  th e  r e p u b l ic ,  f  r o m  th e  m o m e n t  th e y  set fo o t  in  its  t e r r i to r y ,  
a n d  it  is o u t  o f  m y  p o w e r to  re s to re  th e m  to  yo u  ag reea b ly  to  yo u r d e m a n d . E ach c o u n ­
t r y  has its  o w n  la w s . . . su ch  p e rs o n s  as a r r iv e  in  th is  t e r r i t o r y  m u s t be  p ro te c te d ,  s ince  
th e  law s re q u ire  i t . . .  o f  th e  c o u n try ,  o f  w h ic h  th e y  a re  n o w  c it iz e n s "  ( c ite d  in  B eckles, 
“ ‘ U n n a tu r a l  a n d  D a n g e ro u s  In d e p e n d e n c e ,* ”  1 7 0 —71). N o te  th e  echoes in  P e t io n ’s 
w o rd in g  o f  le g a l a rg u m e n ts  o n  s la ve ry  th a t h a d  been  m ade  in  E u ro p e .

170. H a it ia n  f re e d o m  e x te n d e d  to  In d ia n s ,  P o les, a n d  o th e rs  b e s id e s  A f r ic a n  
b lacks . W e  m u s t c o n c lu d e  w i th  F is c h e r th a t th e  c o n c e p tu a l lo c u s  o f  th e  id e a  o f  ra d ic a l 
a n tis la ve ry  is  n o t  th e  n a t io n -s ta te  (F isch e r, Modernity Disavowed, 15). S ad ly , “ th e  d isavow a l 
o f  ra d ic a l a n t i-s la v e ry  came to  be  c o n s t itu t iv e  f o r  e m e rg in g  n a t io n a l c u ltu re s  in  th e  
C a r ib b e a n ”  as w e ll E u ro p e a n  p o l i t ic a l  d is c o u rs e  (Modernity Disavowed, 27 4 )- C o m p a re  to  
T r o u i l l o t  “ H a i t i  e x p e r ie n c e d  e a r ly  a l l  th e  t r ia ls  o f  p o s tc o lo n ia l n a t io n - b u i ld in g ”  
( T r o u i l lo t ,  Silencing the Past, 6 8 ) .
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la b o r ”  tha t M a rx  ca lled  w age-slavery is  th e  re a lity  f o r  m il l io n s  o f  

m em bers o f  the w o rk in g  class.171 R adica l an tis lavery  is a h u m a n  i n ­

v e n tio n  tha t be longs to  n o  one, because i t  be longs to  everyone. Such 

ideas are the residues o f  events, ra the r tha n  the possession o f  a p a r ­

t ic u la r  co llec tive , and  even i f  th e y  fa il ,  th e y  can never be fo rg o tte n .

T h e  P ro jec t o f  U n ive rsa l H is to ry

T h is  approach to  h u m a n  u n ive rsa lity  values precise ly the  “ u n h is to r i-  

cal h is to rie s ” d ism issed by H ege l, in c lu d in g  the  co llec tive  actions 

th a t appear o u t o f  o rd e r w i th in  c o h e re n t n a rra tiv e s  o f  W este rn  

p rog ress  o r  c u ltu ra l c o n t in u ity ,  class s trugg le  o r  d o m in a n t c iv iliz a ­

t io n s . H is to r ic a l anom a lies  n o w  take o n  cen tra l im p o rta n c e —f o r  

exam ple, the fact tha t n o t o n ly  d id  the freed  slaves resist u n d e r T ous- 

sa in t's n e w  system o f  “ m il i ta r y  a g ra r ia n is m ” w hen to ld  to  resum e 

p la n ta tio n  la b o r  as be fo re , b u t w o m e n  m ade the  u n p re c e d e n te d  

de m a n d  o f  equa l pay f o r  equa l w o rk  ( ra th e r  th a n  the  tw o - th ird s  

ra t io  th a t was c o n s id e re d  the  E uro pe an , “ c iv iliz e d ” n o rm ) ,  a rg u in g  

that th e ir  tasks, h o u rs , and c o n d it io n s  were the same as those o f  

m en . “ S im p ly  stated, the w om en  saw themselves as in d iv id u a l and 

equa l w o rke rs ”—and the m e n  d id  n o t o b je c t.172 T h e  F re n c h  re p re ­

sentative Poverel fe lt  co m p e lle d  to  appeal to  m o re  p r im it iv e  ideas 

o f  ge nd e r to  c o n v in c e  th e m  o th e rw is e .173

171. “ I t  is  n o t  y e t t im e  to  lo o k b a c k  to  som e  fo s s il iz e d  th e m e  o f  s lavery, f o r  s lavery 
s t i l l  exists u n d e r  o th e r  nam es”  (D a y a n , Ha iti, History and the Gods, I I ) .

172. F ick , M akingofH aiti, 170 . F ic k  pays a t te n t io n  t o  th is  d e m a n d  as p a r t  o f  a c o m ­
p re h e n s iv e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  id e a  o f  h u m a n  f re e d o m . T h e  H a i t ia n  h is to r ia n  
F o u c h a rd  a lso  a ckn o w le d g e s  th is  m o m e n t,  w h e n  “ B la ck  w o m e n  h a d  th e  te m e r i ty  to  
c la im  e q u a l sa laries w ith  m e n ,”  a n d  c r it ic iz e s  th e  fa c t th a t “ th is  in i t ia l  fe m in is t  d e m a n d  
was lis te n e d  to  w ith  o n ly  h a l f  a n  ea r a n d  d ro w n e d  in  c o n s id e ra t io n s  a b o u t in e q u a l ity  
in  p h y s ic a l s t re n g th ”  (F o u c h a rd , Haitian Maroons, 2 2 3 )*

173. “A fr ic a n s ,  i f  yo u  w a n t y o u r  w o m e n  t o  l is te n  to  re a so n , l is te n  to  reason  y o u r ­
s e l f ”  (P o m e ra l,  c ite d  in  F ick , M akingof Ha iti, 171).
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I f  on  the one  h a n d , the anom a lies  o f  the H a it ia n  experience 

are seen as its  progressive m om ents, on  the  o th e r hand , the  b ru ta l­

ities  o f  slavery p ro ve  to  be h is to r ic a lly  ro u t in e .  We are o b lig e d  to  

a tten d  to  M e tra u x ’s c o m m e n t in  i9 6 0  th a t “ the  a troc itie s  c o m m it­

ted o n  the  p la n ta tio n s  m ig h t  seem in c re d ib le  i f  E u ropeans th e m ­

selves had no t, in  tu rn ,  fa lle n  v ic t im  to  the  same practices u n d e r 

to ta lita r ia n  reg im es.” 174 By the same toke n , w h ile  we may easily share 

S a la -M o lin 's  m o ra l ou trage , discussed in  “ H ege l and H a it i , ”  at the  

way E u ro p e a n  E n lig h te n m e n t p h ilo s o p h e rs  ra ile d  against slavery 

except where it literally existed, we canno t deny tha t a com parab le  m o ra l 

ou trage  is o c c u r r in g  at th is  m om e n t, one  th a t fu tu re  ge ne ra tion s  

w i l l  f in d  ju s t  as d e p lo ra b le  ( th is  is o u r  m o ra l h o p e ), the  fact th a t 

p o lit ic a l collectives p ro c la im  themselves cha m p ions  o f  h u m a n  righ ts  

and the ru le  o f  law and th e n  deny these to  a whole lis t o f  enem y ex­

cep tions, as i f  h u m a n ity  its e lf  w ere the m o n o p o ly  o f  th e ir  ow n  p r iv i­

leged m em b ers—th e ir  w a r a ju s t  war, th e ir  te r ro r is t  acts a m o ra l 

duty, th e ir  death an d  d e s tru c tio n  le g itim a te d  by reason, o r  progress, 

o r  th e  d iv in e .

U n ive rsa l h is to ry  engages in  a d o u b le  lib e ra t io n ,  o f  the  h is to r ­

ic a l ph en om en a  and o f  o u r  o w n  im a g in a tio n : by l ib e ra t in g  th e  past 

we lib e ra te  ourse lves. T h e  l im its  to  o u r  im a g in a t io n  need to  be 

taken dow n b r ic k  by b r ic k , c h ip p in g  away at the  c u ltu ra l em bedded­

ness tha t p re d e te rm in e s  the  m e a n in g  o f  the  past in  ways tha t h o ld  

us captive in  the  p re sen t. We ex is t b e h in d  c u ltu ra l b o rd e rs , the  de­

fense o f  w h ich  is a b o o n  to  p o lit ic ia n s . T h e  f ig h t to  fre e  the  facts 

f ro m  the co llec tive  h is to rie s  in  w h ich  they are em bedded is one  w ith  

expos ing  and e xp an d in g  the p o ro s ity  o f  a g loba l socia l f ie ld ,  w here 

in d iv id u a l experience is n o t so m uch  h y b r id  as h u m a n . L ib e ra t io n  

f r o m  the  exc lus iona ry  lo ya ltie s  o f  co lle c tive  id e n titie s  is p rec ise ly

174- M e tre a u , Voodoo in Hartt, 16.
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w hat makes progress p o s s ib le  in  h is to ry , w h ic h  is n o t to  say tha t 

g lo b a l trade  fosters u n d e rs ta n d in g , peace, o r  u n iv e rs a lity  ( i t  c o n ­

nects d ire c tly  w ith  the sale o f  arm s, the  in i t ia t io n  o f  wars, and the 

de g ra da tio n  and d isp la cem e n t o f  la b o r in g  p e o p le ). Ins tead , i t  is to  

argue tha t one o f  the feared “ risks” o f  lo ng -d is tan ce  trade (exp lo ited  

by im p e ria lis ts  and a n t i- im p e r ia lis ts  a like ) is the fe a r o f  fa ll in g  o f f  

the c u ltu ra l edge o f  o n e ’s ow n w o r ld  and its  s e lf-u n d e rs ta n d in g . 

T h is  fea r may one day appear as c h ild l ik e  and p r im it iv e  as c lin g in g  

to  the b e lie f  tha t the e a rth  is f la t.

N o th in g  keeps h is to ry  u n iv o c a l except p o w e r. We w i l l  never 

have a d e f in it iv e  answer as to  the  in te n t  o f  h is to r ic a l acto rs, and 

even i f  we cou ld , th is  w o u ld  n o t be h is to ry ’s t r u th .  I t  is n o t tha t 

t r u th  is m u lt ip le  o r  th a t the  t r u th  is a w h o le  ensem b le  o f  co llec tive  

id e n titie s  w ith  p a rtia l perspectives. T ru th  is s in g u la r, b u t i t  is a c o n ­

t in u o u s  process o f  in q u ir y  because i t  b u ild s  o n  a p re se n t th a t is 

m o v in g g ro u n d . H is to ry  keeps ru n n in g  away f ro m  us, g o in g  places 

we, m ere hum ans, c a n n o t p re d ic t. T h e  p o lit ic s  o f  sch o la rsh ip  tha t 

I  am suggesting is n e u tra lity , b u t n o t o f  the n o n p a rt is a n , “ t r u th  lies 

in  the  m id d le ” so rt; ra th e r, i t  is a radical n e u tra l ity  tha t ins is ts  on  

the  p o ro s ity  o f  the space betw een enem y sides, a space con tested 

and p re ca rio us , to  be sure , b u t free  enough fo r  the  idea o f  h u m a n ­

ity  to  re m a in  in  view.

Between u n ifo r m ity  and in d e te rm in a c y  o f  h is to r ic a l m ea n ing , 

there is a dialectical e n c o u n te r w ith  the  past. In  ex te nd ing  the  b o u n d ­

aries o f  o u r  m o ra l im a g in a t io n , we need to  see a h is to r ic a l space b e ­

fo re  we can  exp lo re  i t .  T h e  m u tu a l re c o g n it io n  between past and 

presen t tha t can lib e ra te  us f r o m  the re c u r r in g  cycle o f  v ic tim  and 

aggressor can occu r o n ly  i f  the  past to  be recogn ized  is o n  the h is ­

to r ic a l m ap . I t  is in  th e  p ic tu re , even i f  i t  is n o t in  place. Its  l ib e r ­

a t io n  is a task o f  excava tion  th a t takes place n o t across n a tio n a l
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b o u n d a rie s , b u t w ith o u t the m . Its  r ich e s t find s  are at the edge o f  

c u ltu re . U n ive rsa l h u m a n ity  is v is ib le  at th e  edges.

T h e re  is n o  end  to  th is  p ro je c t, o n ly  an in f in i t y  o f  co n n e c tin g  

lin k s . A n d  i f  these are to  be connected  w ith o u t  d o m in a t io n , the n  

the  lin k s  w i l l  be la te ra l, ad d itive , syncre tic  ra th e r tha n  syn th e tic . 

T h e  p ro je c t  o f  un ive rsa l h is to ry  does n o t com e to  an end. I t  begins 

again, som ewhere else.
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