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Prema definiciji
umjetnosti kao sredstvu
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Towards the
Definition of Art
as a Means of
Manipulation
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The Gob Squrad

Razgovaraii s timom exUrban Festivala

Gob Squad je grupa engleskih i njemagkih umjetnika koji
kolektivno rade na polju performansa, medija i novih
tehnologija od 1994. godine. Grupa vieruje kako zado-
voljstvo i zabava trebaju ravnopravno stajati uz konceptu-
alnu strogost i beskompromisni pristup umjetnickoj ino-
vaciji. Uvijek su teZili prezentirati svoj rad izvan umjet-
nickih institucija, Eesto smje3tajuci svoje projekte u ur-
bane okolise, kao 5to su uredi, kuce, ducani, parkiralista i
kolodvori, ali i proizvodeci radove za radio i internet, kao i
komade za galerije i kazalista

Njihov rad karakterizira kola i sudar vrtoglavo razlicitih
kulturnih izvora. U svijetu Gob Squada “pravi Zivot” je
prikazan na velikom ekranu posljednjeg holivudskog hita,
a sjajne umjetne povrsine digitalnog svijeta prenose
snazne emocije Zudnje i Zelje. Rad Gob Squada sagledava
konstrukcije suvremenog identiteta i izraZava potrebu za
mastom i spektaklom, koji mogu dati smisao svakod-
nevnom Zivotu.

Na exUrban Festivalu (Zagreb, svibanj 2004.) izveli su
predstavu Room Service - Help Me Make It Through The
Night. S Johannom Freiburg, Berit Stumpf, Seanom
Pattenom, Bastianom Trostom i Simonom Willom smo
razgovarali o njihovim iskustvima rada u grupi, njihovom
odnosu s publikom i nacinima na koje se bave (i igraju sa)
pojedinim pitanjima suvremene svakodnevice.
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The Gob Squad

Interviewed by exUrban Festival crew

Vot Lopra, 9May 2004

The Gob Squad is a group of English and German artists
who have been working collectively with performance,
media and new technology since 1994. The group believe
that pleasure and entertainment should go together with
conceptual rigor and an uncompromising approach to artis-
tic innovation. The company has always sought to produce
and present its work outside of arts institutions, often situ-
ating its projects in urban environments such as offices,
houses, shops, car parks and railway stations, as well as
producing work for radio and internet broadcast and pieces
for galleries and theatres.

The work is characterized by a collage and collision of a
dizzying range of cultural sources. In the Gob Squad world
“real life” is seen in the widescreen format of the latest
Hollywood blockbuster, and the shiny, artificial surfaces of
the digital world convey the powerful emotions of longing
and desire. The Gob Squad's work looks at the construction
of contemporary identity and the need for fantasy and spec-
tacle in making sense of everyday lfe.

They have performed the Room Service - Help Me Make It
Through The Night show as a part of the exUrban Festival
(Zagreb, May 2004). We have talked with Johanna Freiburg,
Berit Stumpf, Sean Patten, Bastian Trost and Simon Will
about their experiences of working as group, their relation
o the audience and their ways of dealing with (and playing
with) particular issues of contemporary everyday reality.
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