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My Dog Days Elliott Erwitt

The original concept for this book was to include 1000 dogs

and one cat. But as the days grew longer in preparation, the

number of dogs grew shorter

,

820 dogs (and a few cats for balance) into these 512 pac

Be assured, dear reader, that my collection of pooches over the

past 50 years far exceeds a mere thousand. Starting with my

first published Chihuahua, photographed in New York in 1946,

to my last mongrel taken in Ayutthaya in 1998, 1 hope to have

assembled a representative number and variety of man and

woman's most enduring and loyal friends worldwide.

My attraction to dogs is stirred purely by emotion. The

romance started in the mid-1940s when, as a lonely teenager

growing up in Hollywood, California, I adopted a shabby,

nondescript, but exceptionally intelligent and sensitive mutt

who was suffering from life-threatening canine distemper. Old

Terry did pull through and recover after massive intervention

from the local veterinarian at my insistent urging when a coupfrom the local veterinarian at my insistent urging when a coup

de grace mi
'

appearance declined even further during the convalescence

but his intelligence and sensitivity grew.

I guess suffering humbles and enriches. He was one

lovable mess. Our relationship was one of mutual respect and

interdependence. He continued to be a street dog but one who

always came home whenever it seemed appropriate. . . and not

just to be fed. Terry was friendly to my neighbours along

Fountain Avenue and often accompanied the postman on his

rounds. When the spirit moved him, Terry used to visit my

mother who lived several miles away in the eastern part of

Hollywood. All on his own, Terry would cross streets and

boulevards, dodge traffic and always find his way there and

back. Terry's only vice was a meek chasing of the occasional

bicycle - unconvincing at best in his reduced condition.



With dogs, as in love affairs, the first and the last are the

most vivid. Terry has been in dog heaven for about seven dog

lenerations. There have been just a few interim canis

familiaris in my life due to its essentially vagrant nature with

my peripatetic travels, all of them very nice and familiaris

but none especially remarkable. That is, until the recent arrival

of Sammy.

Sammy is a Hamburg-born cairn terrier of proper

breeding and worldly demeanor. An essential cosmopolite,

having travelled extensively through Europe and transatlantically

If-dozen times, he came in to my life a few years ago with

my zweedheardt Pia and her son Jonny. Sammy is a

sophisticated, socially apt and wilfully opinionated little

beast (you'll see his political statement on the Brandenburg

Gate in Berlin and his general attitude on this essay's opening

spread). We like each other but he doesn't go overboard and

make a federal case of it, as say a golden lab would. Our

...jdus vivendi is mutual respect and an awareness of one

another's boundaries.

Sammy and I have the start of an as-yet-unrealized project

for which we are seeking corporate or art-foundation

sponsorship. That is, to travel and repeat the Brandenburg

statement upon every other important pompous monument in

the world, except for Britain where the six-month dog

quarantine would be make our scheme unworkable. Imagine

the scope of our plan. Sammy marking the Arc de Triomphe in

Paris, the Coliseum in Rome, the Statue of Liberty in New

York, the Royal Palace in Bangkok, the Pyramids of Giza in

jypt, the Lenin Mausoleum in Moscow's Red Square, the

Gateway to the Forbidden City in Beijing and so on and on.

What magnificent gestures. I guess we can dream.

Like Sammy, dogs don't mind being photographed in



ompromising situations, which is not to say that dogs are

could easily embarrass them. But they are usually unaffected

because of their innocence, and lack of guile. Perhaps that's

why dogs seem to have a natural bond with children. Maybe

thev still have some fundamental values that haven't been

Dogs are not exactly like children, though. They are more

nonchalant. They don't necessarily want you to notice that they

are around, because they know that they belong. Dogs don't

have to say
u
Look at me!" the way children often do. However,

they are more unfocussed than children. For one thing, they are

forced to lead a life that is really schizoid. Every day they must

live on two planes at once, juggling the dog world with the

human world. And they're always on call. Their owners demand

instant affection every day, any time of day. A dog can never

say that he has a headache or other things to do.

I am a professional photographer by trade and an amateur

photographer by vocation. Most of the time when I am out of

the house I carry a small unobtrusive camera and I snap away

obsessively at things that interest me and whatever I think

would make a good picture. Until recently, I have never

especially set out to take dog pictures but somehow dogs

appeared in large numbers on my contact sheets. A few years

back while looking through my inventory of pictures to

assemble a retrospective book and exhibition of random

photographs taken on my travels, I was surprised by the

preponderance of dogs. Obviously my sympathy for the

creatures was deeper than I had imagined.

Many of the dogs pictured must have looked appealing to

me in their exotic settings, other dogs were appealing in

reasonably well-composed photographs and some others



seemed to transcend their easy obvious charm and to have

allegorical

condition. A;

tions to us humans and to our human

about this now, my comments don't sound

particularly surprising. I don't know of any other animals

closer to us in qualities of heart/ sentiment and loyalty. Some

people say elephants come close. Personally, I find elephants

too bulky, unwieldy and inaccessible for everyday photography

and not at all cuddly or attractive with those big long noses.

Besides, they do not roam the streets in every town and every

country like dogs do. And dogs make easy, uncomplaining

targets without the self-conscious hang-ups and possible

objections of humans caught on film.

Because of my growing dog inventory I have become

increasingly sensitised to the omnipresence of pooches

everywhere I travel and so I have been throwing my psychic

and photographic frame around them, manipulating their

image inside of my geometric mean, organizing the

to make them my own.

And so we have the resul volume. If doq-lover;

think this is a dog book, that's all right with me. Especially if

they buy extra copies for their dog-loving friends. One of these

little guys might remind you of a dog you know, or used to

know. That's fine too.

For me, the dogs are both an excuse and a reasc.

taking these pictures. They give me an excuse because they

make good subjects. I like them, people want to see them,

I can't resist!

In the end, this is not a book of dog pictures but of dogs

in pictures.



8fli^^H

For Sammy boy (left) and zweedheardt Pia (right)
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